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The feeding ecology of the European wildcat Felis silvestris Schreber, 1777 was
studied by analysing 220 scats collected between January and December 1994 at Serra
da Malcata Nature Reserve (Portugal). Feeding trials, carried out with a captive male
and female, allowed the author to relate the dry excreted weight of prey items in the
scats with the fresh biomass ingested. Rodents, particularly Apodemus silvaticus and
Microtus lusitanicus, were the dominant component of the diet. Lagomorphs, mostly
rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus, were the second most heavily consumed item in terms
of consumed biomass, being more preyed upon, in spring and summer. Although
insectivores were regularly consumed throughout the year, this group only represented
a small fraction of the total consumed biomass. Reptiles, especially species of Lacer-
tidae, were the third most favoured quarry, with higher predator pressure in spring
and summer. Bird remains were found at low levels throughout the year. Insects and
plants were unimportant items in the diet. The wildcats feeding spectrum showed
little variation throughout the year.
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Introduction

The European wildcat Felis silvestris Schreber, 1777 has a fragmented geo-
graphic distribution ranging from the Iberian Peninsula to the Middle East and
also including the North of Scotland (Stahl and Leger 1992). Although is common
in most of its distribution area several aspects of its biology remain unknown
(Blanco and Gonzalez 1992).

The wildcats feeding ecology has been mostly studied in France (Conde et al.
1972, Stahl 1986, Riols 1988), Scotland (Kolb 1977, Corbet 1979, Hewson 1983)
and central Europe (Lindemann and Rieck 1953, Sladek 1973, Kozena 1990). In
the Iberian Peninsula there have been only a few studies (Aymerich et al. 1980,
Aymerich 1982).

This paper studies the composition and the seasonal fluctuations of the wildcats
feeding spectrum and discusses the principal factors that influence its diet. This
may contribute towards a better knowledge of the role this carnivore plays in the
biocoenoses of the Mediterranean ecosystems.
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