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An observation of aggressive physical interaction
between free-ranging lynx
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During a study of Lynx lynx (Linnaeus, 1758) in the Jura Mountains of Switzer-
land, we observed a fight between a radio-collared adult female and an unmarked
lynx. The resident female attacked the other lynx and finally drove it away.
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Introduction

Eurasian lynx Lynx lynx (Linnaeus, 1758) are usually described as solitary
animals which limit intraspecific contact by mutual avoidance (Matjuschkin 1979,
Haller and Breitenmoser 1986, Ditterer 1992, Breitenmoser et al. 1993, M. Wolfl
and S. Wolfl, unpubl.). Physical interactions where lynx tolerate each other mainly
occur when females are rearing their young(s) and when male and female meet
during the mating season (Haller and Breitenmoser 1986, Dotterer 1992, Wolfl
1993). Observations of aggressive behaviour are rare, mostly described as fighting
within the sexes during the mating season (Lindemann 1949, Werner 1953,
Matjuschkin 1979). However, this paper presents an observation where an adult
female attacked another lynx, obviously because a territorial dispute.

Results

During the winter of 1991/1992, we had located the radio-collared female F15
and her 9-month-old daugther at a roe deer Capreolus capreolus kill in a deep
gorge at the edge of the female’s established home range. On February 11th, we
observed F15 as she moved down from a rocky ledge in an unusual stiff manner.
The female disappeared behind a spruce tree and we heard a series of loud snarls
and cries. A uncollared lynx tumbled down the slope from behind the tree. After
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