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Walter ULOTH

TO THE HISTORY OF THE DISTRIBUTION, INTRODUCTION AND
CROSS-BREEDING OF THE TYRRHENIS MOUFLON IN EUROPE AND
OVERSEA 1

HISTORIA ROZMIESZCZENIA, ZASIEDLANIA I KRZYZOWANIA MUFLONA

The European or Tyrrhenis mouflon, Ovis ammon musimon Schre-
ber, 1782, is one of the 39 kinds of the native sheep, Ovis ammon L.,
1758, spread over the northern hemisphere of the Old and New Word.
While their numbers in their original habitat steadily decreased since the
early’s of our century as a result of the poachers and commercial over-
hunting (the present numbers are no more than 200 in the wild for te
Corsican and 300 in a private game enclosure for the Sardinian islani),
many succesful introductions was made in Europe since the 1&h
century.

About 1731 by Prince Eugen of Savoy in the game pasture of Belve-
dére (nearly Vienna, Austria), the basic stock with further sources fram
Corsican and Sardinian wilds for the zoological park of Lainz: and abat
1858 in the zoological pasture of Hluboka, at present Bohemia, CSER.
The first important introduction in the wild of Europe was made by
Karoly Forgach in the mountains of Tribet¢ (nearly Ghymes, at present
Slovakia) in 1868, which build the stock of the present Slovakian jo-

1 This publication is a short abstract of a unpublished paper with the eqial
title.



Acta Theriologica, 17, 31: 412—413, 1972 413

pulation of the mouflon and was now described as the Slovakian
mouflon, O. a. sinesella Tur ek, 1949. In the United States the first
introductions with the mouflon was made in Texas by Mark Loss (Llano)
in 1946, in California in 1953 and into Hawaii (Lanai) in 1954.

The present stock of the world for 1968 was estimated of approxi-
mately 32000 heads, which portaked about to 2/; on the Old and /3 on
the New World. However, the mostly populations no more exist as pure
mouflon strains (in Texas from 10000 heads less than 500) and are more
or less mixed samples of crossings between the mouflon and few races
of the domestic and feral sheep (in Hawaii and Texas specially!).

This is a dangerous fact, which is not considered on the international
game trophy exhibitions to time. It is recognized, that the crosses have
horns with a greater spread, lenght and basic circumference as well as
the pure mouflon rams and also early reached the time of maturity of
their trophies (in Texas 1!/2 years early as the pure mouflons).

The »Council International de la Chasse« and the »International
Game Union« may be developed a new guide to measure the trophies
of few sources on the base of a different system to calculate the fair
count of points.
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Helena OKOLOW

SOME DESCRIPTIVE CHARACTERS OF THE SKULL IN MICROTUS

NIEKTORE CECHY OPISOWE CZASZKI NORNIKOW(MICROTUS)

Examination was made of the position of foramen mandibulare in
mandible material of Mierotus oeconomus (n = 2,134) from different
localities in Poland. The agrestis type position was found in 20% and
the arvalis type in 45% of the specimens. The shape and arrangement
of foramina palatina was studied in the collection of skulls of Micro-
tus arvalis and Microtus oeconomus (n = 100), when it was found that
this descriptive character permitted objective differentiation between
M. oeconomus in 96.4% and M. arvalis in 86.7% of the cases. The posi-
tion of for. mandibulare is of no taxonomic value.

I. INTRODUCTION

Determination of the species characters of Microtus in fossil material,
or material obtained from owl pellets, is often rendered difficult by
varying degrees of damage to the skull. In these circumstances descrip-



