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I . Jack S T O U T & Dan ie l E. S O N E N S H I N E 

A C O N V E N I E N T B A I T FOR S M A L L M A M M A L L I V E T R A P P I N G S T U D I E S 

PROSTA P R Z Y N Ę T A DO O D Ł O W U DROBNYCH S S A K Ó W 

V e r t s (1961) and S m i t h et al. (1969) p rov ided i n f o r m a t i o n on 
ba i t ing snap traps. We found these methods were not sui table fo r l i ve -
t rapp ing whe re our c r i te r ia of an acceptable bai t inc luded the f o l l ow ing : 
does not i n te r fe re w i t h the t readle operat ion; does max im ize l i ke l i hood 
of an ima l w a l k i n g on t readle; can serve as source of energy w h e n animals 
rema in i n t raps overn ight ; is easily made; and is e f f i c ien t to use i n the 
f ie ld regardless of season. 

For near ly 10 years we have used a bai t that meets these c r i te r ia . The 
baits look l i ke large »candy kisses«. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 X 10 cm squares 
of w a x paper are cut f r o m a r o l l us ing a heavy kn i fe or saw. A teaspoon 
of peanut bu t te r is appl ied to the center of a square of wax paper. Other 
components d ic tated by s tudy object ives may be added: m i x e d grains, 
raisins, bacon grease, cats, or rabb i t pel lets. The opposite corners of the 
wax paper are pu l led together and tw is ted to conta in the bai t . Quant i t ies 
of baits m a y be stored f rozen u n t i l needed. 

The tw is ted end of the bait is easi ly he ld i n place be tween the top of 
the rear door and the roof of a Sherman type t rap. 

We have used the baits i n a va r ie t y of habi tats i n V i r g i n i a and 
Wash ing ton i n a l l seasons. Smal l mammals inc lud ing Microtus pennsyl-
vanicus, M. montanus, M. longicaudus, Peromyscus leucopus, P. manicu-
latus, Reithrodontomys humulis, Tamias striatus, Eutamias amoenus, 
Glaucomys volans and var ious Sorex sp. u t i l i ze the baits, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
w i n t e r . 
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