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under illustrations. Th is wou ld also m ake the w ork  com m unicative abroad. In the 
In troduction  the authors thank the Art Institu te o f the Polish A cadem y o f Sciences 
as well as the W ydaw n ictw o Krupski and S -ka  for being help fu l in the realization  
o f  their form idable task. They also ingratiated  them selves w ith  the readers: 
h istorians, w ho w ill use these books o f fundam ental im portance to the research 
in to the Jew ish  (and also Polish ) culture, as well as non-professionals, in terested  
in the world  w h ich  exists no longer.

M aria  B ogucka

Ziemie polskie w  X  wieku i ich znaczenie w  kształtowaniu się nowej 
mapy Europy (Polish Territories in the Tenth Century and Their 
Importance f or the Shape o f a N ew  Europe), ed. Henryk S a m s o 
n o w i c z ,  Kraków 2000, Towarzystwo Autorów i Wydawców Prac 
Naukowych “Universitas”, 475 pp., 65 illustr., 9 diagrams, 36 maps, 
1 table, index of geographical names, sum. in English, German and 
Russian.

The book con tains m ateria ls from  a con ference organised  in C racow  In the spring 
o f  2000. J erzy  K ł o c z o w s k i  (C hristian ity  in E a st-C en tra l Eu rope and the 
C onstruction  o f  C hurch O rgan isa tion , pp. 3 -16 ) presents the Christian isation  o f 
Croatia, Bohem ia, H ungary and Poland. He points out that these countries, 
together w ith  Ruthen ia and Scandinavia, form ed a zone o f  “new  Christian ity” , a 
zone in w h ich  the Church was strongly linked w ith the state apparatus and In 
w h ich  the con flict between  w estern  and eastern  C hristian ity appeared  late, the 
first re ferences in sources dating from the 13th century. Jerzy S t r z e l c z y k  
(Po land  in the G eopolitica l S tructure o f  E u rop e , pp. 35-52 ) says that s ta te-bu ild in g  
processes and  the Christian isation  o f a part o f Europe led to im portant changes 
in the geopo litica l situation o f  Polish territories. Przem ysław  U r b a ń c z y k  (The  
B eginn ings o f  E a rly -M ed ieva l States in E a st-C en tra l Europe, pp. 53-70 ) argues 
that the dynasties o f  the Prem yslids, Piasts, Ruriks and Arpads succeeded in 
bu ild ing  new  states because they had defeated  local rivals, stopped the expansion  
o f  other states, o rganised  econom ic exp loitation  in their territories and introduced 
an  ideology w h ich  legitim ated  their authority. Gerard L a b u d a  (The Politica l and  
E ccles ias tic  A spects  o f  the G niezno Congress o f  1000, pp. 17-33) em phasises that 
the decisions o f the Congress w ere w ell prepared  in the ecclesiastic field  (estab 
lishm en t o f  a Polish m etropolitan  see) and the politica l field (con ferm ent o f regal 
d ign ity  on Boleslaus the Brave). A  group o f  articles present the h istory o f various 
regions o f Poland  at the turn o f the 10th cen tu ry in  the light o f latest archeological 
research  (Zo fia  K u r n a t o w s k a ,  G rea t Poland  in the 10th Century and the 
Form a tion  o f  the Polish  State, pp. 99-117 ; W ładysław  Ł o s i ń s k i ,  Pom eran ia  —  
W as It M ore  S lav ic than B altic?, pp. 119-141; Andrzej B u k o ,  The Czech Little  
Poland  and the “P o lan ia n ” L ittle  Po land , pp. 143-168; S ławom ir M o ź d z i o c h ,  
S ilesia  betw een G niezno and Prague, pp. 169-198; M arek D u l i n i c z, M azovia  
in  the 10th C entury , pp. 199-220). The au thors em phasise d ifferences between  
various Polish  regions, draw  attention  to foreign in fluence (o f Baltic countries in 
Pom eran ia, H ungarians in a part o f  Little Poland, R uthen ia in M azovia, bu t they 
question  the opin ion  that southern Poland was under strong Czech in fluence) and 
stress the P iasts ’ endeavours to unite the country (construction  o f  n ew  castle - 
tow ns). T eresa  R y s i e w s k a  (S tructures o f  K inship  P reserved  in C em eteries , pp. 
2 79 -301 ) poin ts out that traces o f  Polan ians ’ settlem ent have been d iscovered  in 
the m ain  cen tres o f the Sandom ierz region and M azovia thanks to an tropological 
reserach  (exam ination  o f  skulls). M ichał K a r a  and M arek K r ą p i e c  (The  
P oss ib ilities  o f  D eterm in ing Dates by the D endrochronolog ica l M ethod  and the Sta te
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o f  D endrochronolog ica l Research  into the E a rly -M ed ieva l C as tle -T ow n s  o f  G reat 
Poland, Low er S ilesia and L ittle  Poland, pp. 303 -327 ) say that the construction  
and renovation  o f castle-tow ns in tensified  in the forties, seventies and  e igh ties o f 
the tenth  cen tu ry and then about 1000 and at the end o f the 1020s and  the 
beginn ing o f the 1030s. S tanisław  K u r n a t o w s k i  (S tud ies on  the S tructu re  o f  
Settlem ent and Econom y, pp. 329 -350 ) em phasises that the s teady  and  qu ick 
increase o f  popu lation  in the Polish territories from  the end o f the 10th cen tu ry 
brought about econom ic grow th  but also degradation  o f the environm ent. S tan i
sław  S u c h o d o l s k i  (The B eginnings o f  Polish  M inting, pp. 351 -36 0 ) dates the 
beginn ing o f  Polish  coinage to ca. 995 and the end o f  its first phase to about 1020. 
Accord in g to the author, m in ting was halted because Boleslaus the B rave ’s court 
was incom petent and cou ld  not run a cash econom y; the end o f co inage m ay  also 
have been a sym ptom  o f the crisis which cam e to light in 1034. T eresa  R o d z i n -  
s k a - C h o r ą ż y  (W hat Does B rick  A rch itectu re  Tell Us?, pp. 3 6 1 -38 7 ) p oin ts out 
that Polish  p re-R om anesque arch itecture was in fluenced  by Italian and G erm an 
arch itecture but not b y  that o f Bohem ia for brick  arch itecture w as poorly 
developed in Bohem ia. Jacek  B a n a s z k i e w i c z  (D ynastic and T riba l Traditions  
in N orthern  S lav Countries, pp. 261 -277 ) stresses the role o f trad itions in  the 
form ation  o f socio-po litica l ties. In the case o f Bohem ia, Poland and Ruthen ia 
these trad itions were connected  w ith  the beginn ing o f the local dynasties, in  the 
Polab ian region they were linked to tribal m yths. A  large part o f  the book  (pp. 
73-96, 223-257 , 391 -429 ) is an account o f the d iscussions w h ich  fo llow ed  the 
papers. H enryk S a m s o n o w i c z ’s text Polish  Territories in the Tenth  Century  
and Their Im portance f o r  the Shape o f  a N ew  E urope  is a sum m in g up o f  the 
con ference; the text is in Polish, English, Germ an and Russian (English  version 
pp. 443-449 ).

Ja cek  A d am czyk

Krzysztof M i k u l s k i ,  P rzes trze ń  i spo łeczeń s tw o  T o ru n ia  od  końca  
X IV  do p o czą tk ó w  X V III  w ieku  (T h e  A re a  a n d  S oc ie ty  o f  T o ru ń  f r o m  
the E n d  o f  the 14 th  to the B eg in n in g  o f  the  18 th  C en tu ry ), Toruń 1999, 
Wydawnictwo UMK, 464 pp.

K. M ikulski, a Toruń  h istorian o f the m iddle generation, has recen tly  published 
a book  on Toruń 's urban society, the evo lu tion  o f  socio-econom ic re la tions in the 
town and the transform ations which took place in its lay -ou t over a period  o f 
nearly three hundred years. It is no exaggeration  to say that the book is an 
im portant event in the h istoriography o f  Polish towns as for som e tim e books 
dea ling w ith  the socio -econom ic h istory o f towns in m odern  tim es have been a 
rare occurrence and the recent studies, overburdened  w ith  detailed  in form ation , 
have often  been o f a popu laris ing character.

The au thor has presented  a dynam ic p icture o f social changes in Toruń , 
com bin ing it w ith  an analysis o f  the econom ic situation in the town. It Is 
com m endab le that chrono logica lly  M iku lsk i has gone beyond the Sw edish  in va
sion, w h ich  is usua lly  regarded as a tu rn ing poin t and the cause o f the crisis  o f 
Polish  tow n s1.

W hat is m ost im pressive about M iku lsk i’s book is h is m eticu lous arch ival 
reserach. He has m ade use o f assessors ’ books o f  the courts o f the old, n ew  and 
suburban Toruń (th is has enabled  him  to analyse contracts for the purchase and

1T h e h is tor ian s ' d iscu ss ion  on  th is su b jec t is p resen ted  b y  M. B o g u c k a  in  the book : M. 
B o g u c k a ,  H.  S a m s o n o w i c z ,  D z ie je  m ia s t i m ieszcza ń stw a  w  P o lsce  p rze d roz b io row e j 
(T h e  H is to ry  o f  Tow ns an d  Tow n sp eop le  in P re -P a r t it io n  P o la n d ), W rocław  1986, pp. 4 5 1 -4 5 3 .
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