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Lidia A. Z y b l i k i e w i c z ,  K ob ie ta  w  K ra k o w ie  w  1880  r. w  ś w ie tle  
a n k ie t p o w sz e ch n eg o  s p isu  ludności. S tu d iu m  d em o gra ficzn e  (W o 
m a n  in C ra cow  in  1880  in the L ig h t o f  the  C en su s. A  D e m o g ra p h ic  
S tu d y ), Kraków 1999, Towarzystwo Wydawnicze Historia Iagelloni- 
ca, 245 pp.

In the 1990s Polish  h istorians showed ad increased  in terest in the life o f  the fam ily 
and wom en  in the past. In add ition  to m any partial studies, in teresting  m on o
graphs and studies were brought out (by, am ong others, M. B o g u c k a ,  A. 
K a r p i ń s k i ,  C. K u k l o ,  A. W y r o b i s z  and A. Ż a r n o w s k a ) ,  d raw ing 
attention  to the socio-econom ic evolu tion  o f the fam ily  in the past. Its inner 
structure and the function and role p layed by  its indiv idual m em bers, in cludung 
w ives and m others. But we still know  far less about the dem ographic cond itions 
o f  the fam ily and wom en liv ing in Polish towns and v illages  in the m odern  e ra 1. 
As regards the end o f  the 19th century, this gap  has been  successfu lly filled  by  a 
you n g  C racow  h istorian  whose book is a revised vers ion  o f her doctora l thesis.

Zyb lik iew icz has analysed  the fem ale popu lation  o f  Cracow, one o f  Po land ’s 
largest cities (over 60,000 inhabitants in 1880) on the bas is  o f the genera l census. 
W hat is m ore, she has also taken into account the re lig ious structure o f  th is group, 
w h ich  num bered  m ore than 30,000 persons at that tim e. It Is worth  s tress in g  that 
the author has rejected the sounding m ethod, frequen tly  used in the case o f such 
num erous groups, and, m ak ing use o f com puter techniques, has assem bled  a 
huge am ount o f data, w h ich  w ill a llow  her to conduct further detailed  research  
in to the whole society o f  L ittle Poland ’s capital.

W ithout the conclusion  and a short sum m ary in English, the book  consists 
o f  six chapters, an annex, b ib liography and three lists o f various addenda. It also 
contains as m any as 63 tables, 23 d iagram s and 8 m aps. The construction  o f  the 
book is clear and logical. A fter d iscussing the princip les o f  her study, the author, 
in C hapter II, p resents a detailed characterisation  o f the sources on w h ich  her 
study is based. She recalls the h istory o f the A ustrian  censuses, am ong them  the 
first conscrip tive census o f  1754, the estab lishm ent o f  the first statistica l office 
in  1829, and the m odern nom inal censuses held  from  the end o f the 1850s on. 
In the au thor’s opin ion the 1880 census on w h ich  her study is based, w as, on the 
whole, carried  out correctly  as regards basic data, but she poin ts out that the 
households o f C racow  Jews presented  m any problem s because o f lega lly  com plex 
fam ily  relations. The people filling in the census form s found It som etim es d ifficu lt 
to nam e the language used by them and to say whether their stay in the towns 
w as perm anent or tem porary.

In C hapter I II the au thor recalls the dem ographic characteristics o f  Cracow  
in 1880 as a s tarting point for further reflections. A t that tim e the town had  nearly 
56,900 perm anent inhabitants, w ith  a clear m a jority  o f w om en  (121 fem a les  per 
100 m ales) and 3,780 tem porary inhabitants, a  group in which m en predom inated  
(72 w om en  for every 100 m en). M ore than 65 per cent o f  the popu la tion  consisted  
o f  Catholics; Jews accounted  for 33 per cent. The author adds that 40  per cent 
o f  w om en  and on ly 32 per cent o f m en w ere illiterate. Nearly 85 per cen t o f  the 
inhab itan ts used the Polish language and 14 per cent Germ an. M ore than a h a lf

1T h e  d em ograp h ic  stru ctu res  o f  m odern  fam ilie s  h ave  b een  d iscu ssed  in  on ly  a  few  large 
stu d ies ; see: C . K u k l o ,  R od zin a  w  o s iem n a s tow ieczn e j W a rsza w ie  (T h e  F a m ily  in 18th  
C en tu ry  W a rsa w ), B ia łystok  1991; i d e m ,  K o b ie ta  sam otna  w sp o łe czeń s tw ie  m ie jsk im  u 
schyłku  R ze cz y p osp o lite j sz la ch eck ie j. S tu d iu m  d e m o g rą fic z n o -sp o le cz n e  (S in g le  W om a n  in 
U rban  S oc ie ty  at the E n d  o f  the N o b le m e n ’s C o m m on w ea lth . A  S o c to -D e m o g ra p h ic  S tudy ), 
B ia łystok  1998; K. M a k o w s k i ,  R od zin a  p oz n a ń s k a  w  I  p ołow ie  X IX  w ieku  (T h e  Poznań  
F a m ily  in the F irs t H a lf  o f  the 19th C en tu ry ), P ozn ań  1992; M . K o p c z y ń s k i ,  S tu d ia  nad  
rod ziną  ch łopską  w K o ron ie  w  X V II-X V II I  w ieku  (S tu d ies  on  the P ea sa n t F a m ily  in P o la n d  in 
the 1 7th and  18th C en tu ries ), W arszaw a  1998; M. S i e n n i c k a ,  R od z in a  b u rżu a z ji w a rsza w 
sk ie j i Jej obycza j. D ru ga  połow a  X IX  i p oczą tek  X X  w ieku  (T h e  W arsaw  B o u rgeo is  F a m ily  and  
Its  C u s tom s . L a te  19th and  E a rly  2 0 th  C en tu ries ), W arsza w a  1998, pp. 34 -8 0 .

www.rcin.org.pl



REVIEWS 215

o f C racow ’s popu lation  did not w ork  and was m aintained by som e w ork ing 
persons: th is w as the largest social group in the city. The second largest w as the 
group  o f  dom estic  servants. Unm arried  w om en und bachelors accounted for 61 
per cen t o f the population , m arried people for 31 per cent and w idowed persons 
for 7 per cent (the proportion  for men w as on ly  2 per cent, for wom en as h igh as
11 per cent).

The  au thor then exam ines the religion  o f the fem ale C racow  population. 
E very th ird fem ale in Cracow  professed  Judaism , the rem ain ing w om en were 
n early  a ll Catholics (66 per cent). O n ly one wom en in a hundred professed another 
religion. The p roportion  o f unm arried  wom en  w as sim ilar in both religious groups, 
am ou n tin g  to 60 per cent, but m arried w om en predom inated  am ong the Jewesses, 
am ou n tin g  to 33 per cent (27.5 per cent am ong Catholic wom en). There were m ore 
w idow s am on g Catholic wom en, 12 per cent, com pared  w ith  7.5 per cent in the 
grou p  o f  Jew ish  wom en. It is worth poin ting out that the percentage o f wom en 
aged 0 -25  w as h igher am ong Jew ish wom en; the author rightly attributes this 
not so m u ch  to the h igher fertility  o f Jew ish  w om en as to the lower death rate o f 
ch ild ren  and  you n g people in that group. A m on g the Catholic wom en  there was 
a m arked  predom inance o f wom en over 40; they m oved into C racow  to live their 
final years  on Interest on capital.

Jew ish  wom en  showed little inclination  for m igration, as is shown by the 
fact that 82.2 per cen t o f them  were born in Cracow . Th is contrasts sharp ly w ith 
the attitude o f  Catholic wom en, every second o f  whom  cam e from  outside Cracow.

In m y opin ion, the m ost in teresting and valuable are the last two chapters 
o f  the book, that is , C hapter V  which presents w om en 's rank in the household 
and  the size and structure o f  fem ale households, and C hapter V I which concerns 
the soc io -voca tion a l structure o f C racow ’s fem ale population.

The  au thor d ivides C racow ’s fem ale population  into six groups: heads o f 
househo lds, w ives, daughters, relatives, tenants and servants. Catholic wom en 
w ere  less  strongly  linked w ith  their fam ily than their Jew ish  counterparts. O n ly 
the you n gest o f them  (up to the age o f 10) lived with their parents or guard ians; 
the o lder ones usua lly  left hom e in search o f dom estic service. The num ber o f 
w om en  w h o  set up a fam ily and becam e w ives increased  before the age o f 30. O n ly 
w om en  20 -25  years  older becam e heads o f household  or lost their im portant 
pos ition  to the younger generation, liv ing under the care o f their children  or m ore 
d istan t re latives. It is characteristic that m ore than a h a lf o f C racow ’s e lderly 
C a th o lic  w om en  did not live w ith their relatives.

The s ituation  o f  e lderly  Jew ish wom en  was different. They rarely lived w ith 
strangers  in their old age and few Jew ish  girls lived in the household  o f  their 
em ployer. 75 to 90 per cent o f Jew ish  wom en in all age brackets lived w ith  their 
fam ily . The au thor is therefore right in saying that fam ily ties w ere stronger am ong 
th e Jews.

The  household  headed by  wom en accounted  for ju s t over 16 per cent o f all 
h ou seh o lds  in C racow  in 1880. These households were decided ly less num erous 
(1 -4  m em bers ) than the households headed by m en (5 -8  m em bers). In exam in ing 
th e hou seh o lds  o f C racow  w om en Zyb lik iew icz has not used P. L a s l e t t ’s 
typo logy , la rge ly  app lied  in literature, wh ich  un fortunately w ill m ake com parative 
s tu d ies  d ifficu lt. She proposes her own classification , reduced to three types: basic 
fam ilies  (52.4  per cent), expanded fam ilies (42.1 per cent) and persons liv ing 
w ith ou t relatives bu t not necessarily alone (5.5 per cent)? (p. 95). It is a p ity 
h ow eve r that there is no table show ing the categories o f C racow  households 
acco rd in g  to the gender and religion o f the household  head.

A s  m u ch  as. 62.8 per cent o f C racow  w om en declared in the census that they 
w ere  m a in ta in ed  by other people and were not ga in fu lly em ployed. It is in teresting 
th a t th is  app lies to on ly  53.5 per cent o f Catholic w om en and 81 per cent o f the 
fem a le  fo llow ers  o f the M osaic faith. The m ajority  o f the ga in fu lly em ployed  wom en 
w o rk ed  as dom estic  servants (55 per cent), m any worked in industry and
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handicra fts  (20.5 per cent). A  m uch sm aller group derived  incom e form  w ork  in 
the adm in istration  or professions (9.2 per cent).

The proportion  o f Jew ish  w om en was sm all in nearly all vocationa l groups. 
The on ly exception  was trade where Jew ish wom en accounted  for 63.2 per cent 
o f all em ployed  wom en. The percentage o f Jew esses in the group o f  w om en  
em ployed  in handicra fts  and industry was also considerable (26.7 per cent).

The au thor has raised an in teresting question, nam ely the role o f  w om en  as 
em ployers (pp. 110-114), for the Austrian  laws gave w om en som e freedom  in this 
respect. A m on g the wom en earn ing their liv ing on ly 5.8 per cent w ere s e lf-em 
ployed. M ost o f them, over 73 per cent, ran one-person  shops, had m arket stalls 
or w ere engaged  in the pedding o f goods. O wners o f  artisan and industria l 
workshops accounted  for 13.7 per cent o f self-em ployed  wom en, and p rofessional 
wom en  for 9 per cent.

W om en  o f the Judaic faith  usua lly  ran their household w ithou t the help  o f 
servants; they often  w orked in the shop or w orkshop  o f their husband ot fa ther 
w ithou t bein g  form ally  em ployed  or receiv ing a fixed  paym ent for their work.

Every second self-em ployed  wom an  w as o f the Judaic faith, w h ich  m ay  m ean 
that represen tatives o f this religious group  were m ore independent and  en terp ri
sing, though self-em ployed  wom en accounted for on ly  3 per cent o f the Jew ish  
fem ale group. The correspond ing index for Catholic w om en  was on ly 1.7 per cent.

The au thor m akes in teresting rem arks about the socia l stra to fication  o f the 
fem ale population , poin ting out that it w as m uch greater am ong Catholic w om en. 
On the one hand, Catholic w om en could m ore often  afford to em ploy servan ts and 
were less o ften  forced  to earn their living, but on the other hand, Catholic  w om en 
constitu ted  the largest percentage o f servants and w age-earners . These were 
m ostly  in m igrants, a group in wh ich  Catholic wom en accounted  for nearly  86 per 
cent.

N otw ithstand ing all the m erits o f Zyb lik iew icz’s study. It can be said that she 
has paid insu ffic ien t attention  to the m ateria l side o f C racow  w om en ’s life (their 
diet, health, etc.) wh ich  exerted  an in fluence on their situation . The restriction  o f 
the source to the census has m ade the book  rather herm etic. An oth er draw back, 
in m y opin ion, is that the author has not com pared  the resu lts o f  her research  
w ith  w hat is known about other urban com m unities, e.g. W arsaw , at that tim e .

In conclud ing these rem arks let me say that Zyb lik iew icz's  book, a fru it o f 
hard  work, is first and forem ost a m eticu lous analysis o f  the dem ographic and 
som etim es also social s ituation  o f w om en in a large Polish c ity  at the end o f the 
19th century. The book is usefu l not on ly  to persons in terested  in the h istory o f 
wom en. Therefore it deserves close attention  and should be popularised .

C e z a r y  K u k lo

Natali S t e g m a n n ,  Die Töchter der geschlagenen Helden. “Frauen
fra g e ”, Feminismus und Frauenbewegung in Polen 1863-1919, 
Wiesbaden 2000, 283 S., Select bibliography, index, German, En
glish and Polish summary. Deutsches Historisches Institut War
schau, Quellen und Studien Bd. 11.

Es ist d ies eine an der U n iversität Tüb ingen  unter der Le itun g von  Prof. Dr. 
D ietrich  Beyrau verfasste D issertation . D ie Au torin  ist der poln ischen  Sprache

2Cf. M . N i e t y k s z a ,  P rze m ia n y  a k ty w n ośc i za w o d o w e j kob ie t. W a rsza w a  na  prze łom ie  X IX  
IX X  w ieku  (C h a n ge s  in W o m e n ’s V oca tio n a l A c tiv ity . W a rsa w  a t the Tu rn  o f  th e  19th C en tu ry ), 
in: K ob ie ta  t sp o łeczeń s tw o na z iem ia ch  p o ls k ich  w  X IX  w .. Zb iór stu d iów  pod  red. A . 
Ż a r n o w s k i e j  i A.  S z w a r c a ,  W arszaw a  1990, pp . 139 -160 .
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