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ten, die im  Buch zum  Au sdruck  kom m en, reizen zum W iderspruch. W orau f soll 
der m oralische Verfa ll des poln ischen  Adels nach dem  Januarau fstand beruht 
haben (S. 275)? D ie D arstellung der Käm pfe gegen  die Rote Arm ee in den Jahren 
1920-21 als eine Aktion, die zum  Ziel hatte, die poln ischen Ansprüche au f die 
G ebiete W eißrusslands, L itauens und der Ukraine zu verw irk lichen  (S. 236), ist 
auch  besten fa lls  eine Verein fachung. Schade, dass die Au torin  ihr W issen  über 
die G esch ichte Polens oft aus n ich t besonders gelungenen  deu tschen  V erarbe it
ungen  schöpft (A. S c h m i d t - R ö s l e r ,  Polen, Regensburg 1996, F. G o l c z e w -  
s k i .  P o ln isch -jüd ische  B eziehungen  1881-1922, W iesbaden  1981). Ihre Ausw ah l 
poln ischer M onographien ist a llerd ings auch  n icht im m er richtig, z.B. das P rob 
lem  der V erte id igung Częstochow as stützt sich ausschließ lich  au f den kon trover
sen O lgierd  G órka (S ,42, Anm . 54).

E in  getrenntes Problem  ist die nach lässige Korrektur. V iele poln ische Nam en 
(z.B. der politischen  Parteien, der Frauenorgan isationen) sind verdreht. An m an 
chen Stellen  betrifft das eben fa lls  Nam en der zitierten  poln ischen  Autoren, z.B. 
M aria N i e t y k s z a  tritt als N ietyszka au f (S. 28, Anm . 9, S. 47, Anm . 68 und 
70), G rażyna B o r k o w s k a  a ls  Burkow ska (S. 39, Anm . 45). Ein solcher Fehler 
m acht es unm öglich , die zitierte  A rbeit in den B ib liothekskatalogen  zu finden. 
D er Text der poln ischen  Zusam m enfassung läßt auch viel zu w ünschen  übrig. 
M anche Sätze sind geradezu unverständlich  oder klingen lächerlich.

T rotz d ieser Vorbehalte gebührt der Au torin  eine große D ankbarkeit dafür, 
dass sie sich  eines so schw ierigen  Them as, das bisher vernach lässigt wurde, 
angenom m en hat. A lle Forscher, die sich m it der Gesch ichte der poln ischen 
Frauen  um  die W ende des 19. zum  20. Jahrhundert beschäftigen , werden  d iese 
A rbe it o ft in die Hand nehm en und sie w ird für sie nützlich  sein.

M aria  B ogucka

Rów ne prawa i nierówne szanse. Kobiety w  Polsce m iędzywojennej 
(Equal Rights and Unequal Chances. W omen in Inter-w ar Poland). 
Collection of essays edited by Anna Ż a r n o w s k a  and Andrzej 
S z w a r c ,  Warszawa 2000, Wydawnictwo DiG, Instytut Historyczny 
Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, p. 352.

In her In troduction  A n n a Żarnow ska righ tly observed  that for d ifferent reasons 
“ ...to the present day ... the stud ies on the social d ifferentiation  conditioned by 
gender, on the inequa lity o f socia l stand ing o f m en and wom en  in in ter-w ar Poland
—  and  p rincipa lly  on the transform ations o f w om en ’s position  w ith in  the society 
and state o f  that tim e —  are not m uch advanced ...” . Th is opin ion  applies as w ell 
to the other h istorica l periods. In spite o f  the fact that the editors o f  the present 
tom e have endeavou red  for m any years to contribu te towards the developm ent o f 
the stu dy in this field, in clu d ing the social conditions o f  w om en in 19th-  and 
20t,I-c en tu ry  Poland, and that such a research has been  pursued in other 
academ ic centres, and, finally, that we cannot ignore the scientific ou tpu t o f those 
h istorians, who have been  in terested  in the problem s o f  the role o f  w om en  for 
som e longer tim e, there is still m uch to do. The articles presented  in this book  
provide an excellen t exam ple o f  a com prehensive review  o f  a con tem porary know 
ledge abou t the in ter-w ar period, both  in the respect o f  ach ievem ents and the 
sub jects still neg lected  by historians.

The collection  o f  the essays is com posed  o f four parts, w ith  the ab ove -m en 
tioned  In troduction  and the review  o f literature on the h istory  o f  wom en  in 
in te r-w a r Poland (K atarzyna S i e r a k o w s k a ) :  1.  in politics (the authors: Rom an 
W a p i ń s k i .  W om en and Pub lic L ife  —  G enerational Changes; Andrzej C h o j 
n o w s k i ,  W om en ’s A ctiv ity  in Politics; M ichał Ś l i w a ,  W om en ’s Partic ipa tion  in
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Elections and their Parliam entary  A ctiv ity , Jerzy  M y ś l i ń s k i .  W om en on the 
Polish  L e ft W ing; M ichał P i e t r z a k ,  W om en ’s Lega l Position  in the Second Polish  
R epu b lic ), 2. in society (Janusz Ż a r n o w s k i , W om en in Socia l and Professiona l 
Structure  o f  In te r -w a r Poland ; W ładysław  M i e r z e c k i ,  W a ge -la b ou r o f  W om en  
in the W ork ers ’ Society  in In te r -w a r Poland; D obrochna K a ł w a ,  A  M odel o f  an  
A ctive  W om an in the Context o f  D ebates on D ifferen t V iew poin ts; Anna G l i m o s -  
N a d g ó r s k a ,  Silesian  Trad itionalism  and  W om en ’s R ights. La bou r and Everyday  
Life  o f  the Fem a le Teachers in the S ilesian  R eg io n ), 3. in fam ily (W łodzim ierz 
M ę d r z e c k i , A  W om an in the Fam ily  and  in Peasant C om m un ity  in In te r -w a r  
Poland; A gn ieszka J a n i a k - J a s i ń s k a .  A  M odern isa tion  o f  the H ousehold  and  
H ouse Furn ish ing; Katarzyna S i e r a k o w s k a ,  M atern ity  —  Visions and  Reality ; 
M agda G a w i n ,  Fam ily  P lanning  —  Slogans and R ea lity ), 4. am ongst the creators 
o f  cu ltu re (H anna K i r c h n e r ,  The W om en W riters o f  the In te r -w a r Period ; 
Agn ieszka M o r a w i ń s k a ,  The W om en Pa in ters in the In te r -w a r Period ; M ario la 
K o n d r a c k a ,  W om en a t U niversities). The collection  is closed by a concise 
“A ttem pt to sum m arise” by Anna Ż a r n o w s k a  and suggestion  for further 
read ing throughout, by D orota Z a m o j s k a .  It w as a very  good idea to com plete 
the book  w ith  the indexes (o f nam es and the p ress ’ titles), and w ith  the add itional 
in form ation  on the authors. There are am ongst them  h istorians o f  d ifferen t 
generations, both  the em inent scholars known for years  for their stud ies o f 
m odern h istory, and you n g researchers w ho recen tly  graduated. It is certa in ly 
a credit to the editors that they were able to induce to co-operate  such a team  o f 
diverse in terest and experience, and unite their articles in to one consisten t book.
I was sorry to notice, however, that am ongst 18 au thors there are tw o o f whom  
the notice says “curren tly  does not conduct the research ” .

The m ost detailed part o f  the collection  sheds light on the p rob lem s o f 
position , life and activ ity o f wom en  belonging to the in telligentsia , particu larly  
those involved  in public life. But this Is not surpris ing in the light o f the fact that 
to them  indeed we owe the m ost prolific sources. On the other hand, it is 
a consequence o f the long-term  studies o f  politica l h istory o f in ter-w ar Poland. 
W e still know  little, however, about the wom en from  the w orkers and  peasant 
com m unities, and even less about the w om en  from  the low er m idd le-c lass. It 
seem s to be a w eak  point o f all the studies o f In ter-w ar Polish  h istory and that o f 
19th century; here the progress Is considerab ly im peded by  scarcity o f  sources.

W e know  by far m uch about the w om an ’s position  In the socia l and 
professional structure, and about her legal status. There cou ld  be, however, som e 
doubts about to w hat extent the legal regu lations w ere observed  in real life, but 
even  here our know ledge has been  substan tia lly  broadened. Im portan t con c lu 
sions have been  reached w ith  regard, for exam ple, to the studies o f fam ily  life and 
m ateria l cond itions o f its existence, a lthough we notice certain  d isparity  in 
know ledge, particu larly  about the less a ffluent circles. V ery  in teresting are the 
ru d im en tary stud ies o f  regional d ifferen tiation  w h ich  th row  light on  s ign ificant 
provincia l varia tions resu lting both  from  d ifferent s ituations in three partitions 
and specific  loca l trad itions (especia lly the Upper Silesia). In this con text very  
strik ing is a  poor condition  o f the research into the relations o f the Eastern  region.

Th is last problem  leads to the subjects still n eg lected  b y  h istorians. O n ly few  
h istorians, and on ly  m arginally, turned their atten tion  to question o f  the specific 
situation  o f  the wom en  belonging to the nationa l m inorities. Som e o f  the articles 
give the im pression  that there w ere no such m inorities in  Poland, or at least, that 
the wom en  from  those m inorities, in term s o f  cond itions o f life, pos ition  and 
chances o f  professional career, w ere in no w ay d ifferent from  Polish wom en . W e 
seem  to be able to get som e m ore detailed  in form ation  about the Jew ish  wom en , 
but even these are not essential. The reader does not learn  from  the book  that the 
law  con cern in g  keh illo t (Jew ish com m unities ) d iscrim inated  w om en (In accord 
ance w ith  the re lig ious tradition ), as they were not entitled  to vote, n either w ere 
chosen  as the m em bers o f their organs. A lso  the statistics about w ork in g Jew ish  
wom en  are very  specific, in consequence o f  the trad ition  o f  the O rthodox Judaism ,
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w here qu ite  often  the husband —  the legal ow ner o f  the enterprise (in particu lar 
the shop ) and  the statistic head  o f the fam ily —  was engaged in the stud ies o f 
Talm ud, w h ile  the w ife w as responsib le  for the business.

A lth ou gh  fragm entary in form ation  (for exam ple m em oirs) testifies that this 
phenom enon  was on the decline, for the purpose o f an analysis o f p rofessional 
s tructure it certa in ly  should be taken into account. Another exam ple o f  certain  
“b lin d n ess” to the specific features o f the national m inorities is an observation  
that in  independen t Poland the w om en  cou ld  free ly engage in the politics and on ly 
the active com m un ist party m em bers were p oten tia lly  persecuted. In reality, from 
the persecu tions also su ffered the wom en  from  the m inorities, m ost likely  the 
U krain ians.

Som e o f  the au thors em phasise —  quite righ tly —  the im portant positive 
chan ges in  w om en ’s situation  and life tak ing place in the in ter-w ar period. It 
app lies  both  to the legal status, opportun ity to p lay an active part in form al 
politica l life, access to education  (especia lly adm ittance to un iversities), and to 
fu rn ish in g o f  the household, hygiene etc. It still rem ains an open  question, 
however, and  I am not sure w hether at this state o f our know ledge w e are able to 
answ er it fu lly, to which degree these changes affected  diverse social groups and 
d ifferen t territories? In m any cases it is qu ite obvious at first glance that the 
developm en t w as restricted in m any ways. For exam ple, in her article about the 
m odern isation  o f household, Agn ieszka J an iak -Jas iń ska righ tly notices that, 
a lthough  in genera l the techn ical innovation  o f the household  was qu ite extensive, 
the practica l exp lo ita tion  was lim ited  not on ly by  the fam ily affluence but a lso  by 
the access  to the electric, gas, and w ater supplies. In the face o f the regional 
d ifferences even  the m oneyed m anors or bu rgher’s fam ilies cou ld  not benefit from  
the e lectric  light. One o f im portant ach ievem ents was the developm ent o f  m aga
zines for w om en , but illiteracy and lack o f financia l m eans kept m any wom en from 
read in g them , not to m ention politica l circum stances, such as in fam ous "Sokal 
cordon ” .

V ery  in teresting  issue presents the resu lts o f in fluence exercised  by  the 
C hurch  over the life o f  wom en. The au thors m ore than once poin ted  out the weight 
o f  the C atho lic  Church. M ain ly its im pact on fam ily life (which was connected  
w ith  pu b lic ity  cam paigns for fam ily  p lanning), and in som e respect on the role o f 
w om en  in public life. But m any a w om an in Poland were o f  d ifferent religion, and 
the in flu ence o f  their institu tions, together w ith  the consequences o f  their 
trad itiona l custom s w as dissim ilar, and d ifferent were the changes (for exam ple, 
it is w orth  to notice an exceptional phenom enon o f  the developm ent o f  the religious 
schoo ls  for Jew ish  girls).

The essays gathered  in th is volum e lead to the conclusion that 1918 was 
a  real tu rn in g-po in t in life o f the Polish wom en. The open question is w hether (or 
to  w h a t exten t) it was relevant to the Polish  fem ale citizens o f  d ifferent origins. 
The  next tw o decades w itnessed  som e positive changes, bu t those w ere restricted 
n o t on ly  by  certa in  occurrences in politica l life or by  social inequality, bu t a lso  by 
the specific  econom ic situation o f  the State, m ain ly unem ploym ent, rural overpo
pu lation , congestion  o f the shop reta ilers and craftsm en. P robably the group  who 
ben efited  m ost w as w om en  from  the in te lligentsia  (the open question  Is w hether 
it ho lds  true for the m inorities?). The changes in other social groups were Im peded 
b y  m ateria l cond itions, low  level o f education  (in spite o f som e progress in this 
field ), and  considerab le  traditional conservatism . G iving the cha llenging realities 
o f  w om en ’s life in  in ter-w ar Poland the book  w ill help  further investigations.

Jerzy  Tom aszew ski
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