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TH E C H U R C H  IN  TOW N. M ED IEVAL PO LAN D  
A N D  E A S T -C E N T R A L  EU RO PE , LU B LIN IE C  11-14 .10 .2000

S tu d ies  in relig ion  civique  are a re lative ly new  curren t o f  research, a curren t that 
i s develop ing very  quickly. T o  a great extent, however, they are still a specia lity  o f 
F ren ch  and Italian h istoriograph ies. A  sign ificant sym ptom  o f  this fact is that the 
term  re lig ion  civ ique  has no equivalent in other languages, e.g. in Polish or 
G erm an. However, relig ion  civ ique  is a question  w hich  shou ld not be Ignored in 
research  on m edieval tow ns and m edieval religiousness. On the other hand, 
research  on such in tricate phenom ena as those wh ich  go to form  the re lig iousness 
o f  an urban  com m une requ ires an appropriate research  questionnaire. Italian 
an d  French  studies can be o f help  in this respect but on ly  to a lim ited extent 
b ecau se  o f  d ifferent realities in Centra l Europe, a fact w h ich  m ust be borne in 
m ind , and  a d ifferent s tock  o f sources.

These were the d ifficu lties w h ich  were to be tackled b y  the session organised  
In Lub lin iec by the H istory o f  M ed ieval Society and Cu lture Section  o f  the Institu te 
o f  H istory, Polish A cadem y o f  Sciences. The m ain task o f  the session w as to report 
on  the state o f research  and form ulate the m ost im portant questions and 
p roposals. The in troductory  paper was read by H alina M a n i k o w s k a  (W arsaw ) 
w ho, together w ith  H anna Z a r e m s k a ,  looked after the organisation  o f the 
session . M anikow ska d rew  attention  to the difference between  urban re lig ious
n ess  and the devotional activities undertaken  by tow nsm en and their institu tions 
in  order to gain the h eavens ’ favour for the town as a whole. The first group 
com prises  such questions as the function ing o f  the m unicipal corporations or the 
transactiona l attitude to fa ith  and salvation. The second group, w h ich  corre 
sponds to the term  re lig ione civica, includes the cu lt o f  the tow n ’s patron, the 
sacra lisation  o f u rban  space, and sim ilar questions.

B ut the questions d iscussed during the con ference do not belong to an y o f 
these groups. As the title says, the papers read during the session concerned 
variou s  aspects o f  the C hurch ’s presence in towns. Th irty-five  papers and 
com m un iqués w ere read. The first s itting was devoted  to sacral topography. J ó ze f 
S z y m a ń s k i  (Lu b lin ) d rew  attention  to the status o f  chu rches in early  towns 
and  to the later r iva lry  for patronage over th em . H alina M a n i k o w s k a  outlined  
the developm ent o f  W rocław ’s sacral space. In  her paper on the ties between  the 
can ons  o f  the C racow  cathedral and the townsm en, M aria K o c z e r s k a  (W ar
saw ) laid  stress on  the soc io-topography o f  the C racow  quarter called  Okół. 
M ałgorzata  W  i l s k a (W arsaw ) d iscussed the in fluence o f  the Jasna G óra m ona
s tery on  the topography o f  Częstochowa. M arta P i b e r  (W arsaw ) and M arta 
D ą b r o w s k a  (W arsaw ) raised the question  o f suburban parishes, tak ing S łu 
żew iec  near W arsaw  as an exam ple. G rzegorz M y ś l i w s k i  (W arsaw ) exam ined 
the prospects o f  research  on the role p layed b y  churches in the econom ic life o f 
tow ns. The afternoon  s ittin g  dealt w ith  the function ing o f  Church  institu tions in 
tow ns. The paper read  by  M arek D e r  w i c h  (W rocław ) was a syn thetic  p resen 
tation  o f  the presence o f  m onastic com m unities in Polish  m edieval towns. Leszek  
P o n i e w o z i k  (Lu b lin ) presented the resu lts o f  p rosopograph lc studies on the 
S andom ierz and W iś lica  chapters, paying specia l a ttention  to cannons w ho were 
descended  from  u rban  fam ilies. W aldem ar K o w a l s k i  (K ielce) d iscussed urban 
parishes on the th resho ld  o f the m odern  era from  the poin t o f v iew  o f  their reven ue. 
H ana P a t k o v a (P ragu e) sum m ed up the resu lts o f  research  on religious 
fra tern ities  in  15th cen tu ry  Bohem ia. K rzyszto f G u z i k o w s k i (S zczecin ) char-
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acterised the activ ity  o f calendal fratern ities in W estern  Pom erania. Jarosław  
S u p r o n l u k  (W arsaw ) presented  the h istory o f a parish school at Biecz. M arek 
S ł o ń  (W arsaw ) focused attention  on the hospita l foundations o f m unicipal 
councils in E ast-C en tra l Europe. The paper b y  M ałgorzata M a c i s z e w s k a  
(W arsaw ) concerned the place o f  Bernardine convents in the suburban landscape 
o f  late m edieval Poland. The next sitting, devoted to the form s o f  urban  re lig ious
ness, opened w ith a paper by  Zderika H l e d i k o v  a (Prague) on the relig iousness 
o f  Prague tow nsm en at the turn o f the 14th century. The question  o f tow nsm en ’s 
re lig iousness w as pursued by Zb ign iew  Z y  d l e w  s k i (Bydgoszcz), w ho took late 
m edieval Ku jaw y as an exam ple. P iotr O l i r is  k i  (Toruń) d iscussed the com 
m em orative functions o f tow nsm en ’s foundations in large Prussian  cities. The 
com m uniqué read by  P rzem ysław  T y s z k a  (Lublin ) concerned rent bequest for 
C racow  ecclesiastic  in stitu tions. K lara K a c z m a r e k - P a t r a l s k a  (W rocław ) 
d rew  attention  to the activ ity  o f the Zgorzelec m unicipal council and large-sca le  
foundations in that town in ca. 1500. Bogusław  C z e c h o w i c z  (W rocław ) 
s tressed  the im portance o f church arch itecture for the form ation  of, and research  
on, tow nsm en ’s iden tity  in S ilesia at the end o f  the M iddle Ages. Jakub K o s t o -  
w s k i  (W rocław ) presented  the ideological p rogram m e o f  S ilesian  Bernard ine 
m onasteries. M ateusz K a p u s t k a  (W rocław ) defined the function  o f  the G oth ic 
retable in W rocław ’s Church  o f  Corpus Christi. The program m e o f the afternoon  
s itting on Friday covered  m any questions: cult, litu rgy and feast days. The paper 
b y  S tefan  K. K u c z y ń s k i  (W arsaw ) dealt w ith  religious m otifs in  m unicipal 
sphragistic art and heraldry, an im portant question  for the sub ject-m atter o f the 
session. Jerzy  K a l i s z u k  (W arsaw ) outlined  the developm ent o f  the cult o f  the 
M agi in the towns o f the Polish K ingdom  in the 15th century. Tadeusz T r  a j  d o s 
(W arsaw ) d iscussed the m anifestations o f  the cult o f  the H oly V irgin  in the 
churches o f  m endicant orders in Lwów. The state ofresearch on the collections o f 
relics in Polish  towns was outlined  by M aria S t a r n a w s k a  (S iedlce). M ichał 
Z b i e r a n o w s k i  (W arsaw ) pointed out that despite the C hurch ’s opposition , 
the practice o f  ho ld ing fairs on Sundays w as w idespread in M azovia. Izabela 
S k i e r s k a  (W arsaw ) spoke o f  the d ifficu lties encountered  by  scholars in re 
search  on the participation  o f  tow nsm en in Sunday M ass. A n n a L e n a r t o w i c z  
(O pole) p resented  the litu rgical custom s o f S ilesian  m onasteries o f canons regular. 
In an  in teresting paper Jan H r d i n a (P rague) depicted the role o f  p ilgrim ages 
in the relig ious life o f  towns in late m edieval Bohem ia. The last s itting w as devoted  
to non-C atho lic  denom inations. H anna Z a r e m s k a  (W arsaw ) analysed  rabb i
n ica l responsa  to question  asked by Jew ish  com m unes in 10th cen tu ry Hungary. 
K rzyszto f B r a c h a  (K ielce) exam ined the connection  betw een  preach ing, the 
In tensification  o f the cult o f  the E ucharist and the grow th o f an ti-Sem itic  feeling. 
Paweł K r a s  (Lublin ) com pared  the com m unities o f Czech W aldenses w ith  those 
o f  Polish  Hussites. Jan  H a r a s i m o w i c z  (W rocław ) characterised  the origin 
and developm ent o f the Reform ation  In E ast-C en tra l Europe, tak ing W rocław  as 
an exam ple.

The con ference illustrated  the state o f  research  on re lig ious life in  the tow ns 
o f  E ast-C en tra l Europe. Th is research  covers m any fields, an im portant place 
b ein g  occupied  b y  stud ies on the specific character o f tow nsm en ’s re lig iousness. 
Inadequate attention  Is still b eing  paid in Poland to  subjects w h ich  preva iled  in 
E uropean  m edieval research in the last decade, such as relig ion  c iv ique  and the 
c lose ly  related  h istory o f m edieval hospita ls. It also seem s that a lthough the 
n um ber o f  fragm entary contribu tions is grow ing, th is is not fo llow ed  by  the 
pub lica tion  o f  com prehensive m onographs. W hat is even m ore d istress ing  is the 
lack  o f  a syn thesis  o f religious cu lture in m edieval Poland.

The m ateria ls  from  the session w ill be published.
M arek  Słoń
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W E D D IN G S , C H R IS TE N IN G S  A N D  FU N E R ALS  
IN  TH E  16TH -18TH  C E NTU RIES. 

LIFE  A N D  D EATH  C U LTU R E

On Novem ber 14th and 15th 2000, a con ference devoted to W eddings, C hriste
nings and  Funera ls in the 1 6 th -18 th  Centuries. L ife  and D eath C ulture  was 
organ ised  in K ielce by the Centra l L ib rary and the Institu te o f H istory o f  the 
Ś w iętokrzyska Academ y. The au thors o f  the 25 papers read during the con ference 
d iscussed the subject denoted  b y  the title w ith  the use o f various sources and a 
w ide range o f  research  m ethods. In a paper Fam ily  C elebra tions in U pper S ilesian  
Tow ns in the 16 th - l  8 th Centuries  Jan  K w a k  (R zeszów ) tried to reconstruct local 
rites, p resen ting an in teresting  panoram a o f the ethnograph ic character. The 
study by  Zb ign iew  K w a ś n y  (W rocław , h is paper w as read out in the au thor’s 
absence). The Peasant Fam ily  in the Parish o f  Dobra  (O leśnica  d istric t) in 1 72 7 - 
1758, and the paper by K rystyna G ó r n a  (W rocław ), Births, W eddings and  
D eaths in U pper S ilesia  in the 18th  C entury, were based on h istorica l dem ographic 
research ; both  au thors analysed  cu ltu ral phenom ena b y  quantitative m ethods. 
In the paper L ife  and D ea th  C ulture in O pole S iles ia ’s R ites, Barbara K l i m c z y k  
(O pole) presented  local rites through the prism  o f  v isual arts and through the 
visual aspects o f cerem on ies w h ich  accom panied  rites de passage  in the Opole 
region throughou t the centuries. The P icture o f  Death in the Teaching o f  the Catholic  
C hurch  (1 6 th -18th C enturies) by M ieczysław  R u s i e c k i  (K ielce) was an  h istori
cal study in the theory o f  pastoral office.

M any papers were based upon literary texts. In a paper Old Polish  Funera l 
Prin ts, Bogdan R o k  (W rocław ) described  the types o f these publications, their 
graph ic design, the m ethods o f  d istribution  and the role they played in the culture 
o f  the Nob lem en ’s Com m onwealth . Piotr B a d y  n a (W rocław ) presented  Sarm a- 
tian W edding Speeches in the F irs t H a lf o f  the 18th Century, a specific type o f  Old 
Polish  w ritings. The au thor drew  a ttention  to the structure o f these speeches, the 
repetition  o f som e them es and the sym bols used. In the study The Propaganda  
R ole  o f  N ob lem en ’s Funera ls in the 17th C entury in the L igh t o f  Funera l Serm ons, 
S ław om ir B a c z e w s k i  (Lublin ) d iscussed sim ilar questions w ith  regard  to 
panegyrics delivered  over the grave; he also poin ted  out the role p layed  by 
panegyrics in the shaping o f  the nob ility ’s outlook. Zofia  T r a w i c k a  (C racow ) 
dea lt w ith  the oratorica l skill o f  a concrete author in The W edding and  Funera l 
Speeches o f  Jakub  Sob iesk i (father o f K ing John III), a popu lar speaker w ho was 
a typical represen tative o f  Sarm atian  aesthetics. W acław  U r b a n  (C racow ) 
d iscussed  The 17th Century  Ep ithalam ia  and  E pitaphs o f  Pastors o f  the W ęgierski 
Fam ily  w h ich  w as active am on g the Calvin ists o f L ittle Poland. He poin ted  out 
that the W ęg iersk is ’ specia l occasion  texts testify to their excellen t education , but 
a lso show  that the pastors succum bed  to Baroque concepts no less than Catholic 
authors. In a paper B irth  and Baptism . A  Tenta tive C haracterisa tion  o f  Som e  
Custom s in Saxon  Tim es, M on ika Ż e r o m s k a - C i e s i e l s k a  (O pole ) used 
n ob lem en ’s d iaries as a source to present the nob ility ’s m entality.

Som e scholars used bequest as a basis for their reflections. In a paper “Pom pa  
fu n e b r is ”?  The 18th C entury La st W ills o f  G reat P o la n d ’s N ob ility , Jarosław  
D u m a n o w s k i  (Toruń ) tried to revise the genera l opin ion  about the sum ptuo- 
s ity  o f  n ob lem en ’s funerals. He poin ted  out that financia l osten tation  w as on ly 
one o f  the m odels  in funera l rites and that the dying m an ’s instructions in  this 
m atter w ere in flu enced  not on ly by  h is wealth  but also by  other less obvious 
factors. H enryk  S u c h o J a  d (K ielce) d iscussed a priest's preparation  for death 
in The G nojno V ica r Jakub  G rom etiu s ’s (1 5 7 2 -1 6 5 1 ) D epartu re  f r o m  the Tem poral 
W orld  in the L ig h t o f  H is La s t W ill and A ccom pay ing  D ocu m en ts . In a paper The 
L a s t W ills o f  K ie lce  Tow nsm en f r o m  the End  o f  the 18th Century, a M irro r o f  the 
E poch  (in  the L ig h t o f  R ecords o f  the K ie lce  M un ic ipa l C ouncil 1789 -1792 ), Jan
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Gł ó w  k a (K ielce) analysed  these testam ents and showed w hat in form ation  they 
cou ld  provide on everyday life in a sm all town at the end o f  the Com m onwealth . 
Instructions given  in last w ills w ere also the basis o f  a paper by Tom asz W  i ś l i c z 
(W arsaw ) entitled  H ow  M uch D id  a P ea sa n t’s Funera l C ost in Po land  in the 17th 
and 18th C enturies (and W ho Pa id  f o r  It? ) In w h ich  the au thor drew  atten tion  to 
the cu ltu re-determ ined  responsib ility  for the body and sou l o f  a deceased person 
in the rural com m unity.

Several papers dealt w ith  fam ous royal celebrations. Jan  R z o ń c a  (O pole) 
p resented  The Cerem onia l o f  the Nuptia ls and Coronation  o f  B ona Sforza and  
S igism und I  the O ld, and W łodzim ierz K a c z o r o w s k i  (O pole) described  Pom pa  

fu n e b r is  o f  the Royal Couple  —  Sigism und III Vasa and C onstance in C racow  
(accord ing to the au thor the funeral w as a m odel cerem ony fot the later funerals 
o f Polish  kings). Anna F i l i p c z a k - K o c u r  (O pole ) d iscussed the echoes o f  The 
W edding and C oronation  C erem onies o f  the Polish  Vasas in G erm an language  
leaflets.

M agnatia l circles w ere the subject dealt w ith  by  K azim ierz P r z y b o ś  
(C racow ), w ho in h is paper M ater D olorosa  (Teofila  S ob iesk a ’s 1653 Foundation  

f o r  the D om in icans o f  Żółk iew ) poin ted  out m ental aspects o f the foundation  o f the 
D om in ican  church  and m onastery at Żółkiew  against the background  o f  the early  
m odern  attitude to death. A  sim ilar question  was raised b y  D ariusz Złotkow ski 
(C zęstochow a) in the paper The B aroque Setting o f  the Funera l o f  K onstancja  
S luszczanka  D enhoffow a and H er Son Stanisław  D enhoff; the au thor show ed the 
d iverse links between  the Jasna Góra m onastery and the D enhoffs, w ho w ere its 
benefactors and chose it as their buria l place. Złotkowski stressed that the buria l 
p lace exerted  an in fluence on the funeral cerem onies and on the texts published 
on that occasion. Tom asz C i e s i e l s k i  (Opole) d iscussed M ilitary Funera l 
Cerem onies und er the Saxon K ings  on the basis o f p lanned regu la tions and 
concrete exam ples; he also showed how  the cerem onies differed, d epend ing on 
the rank and wealth  o f the deceased.

In som e papers the sub ject-m atter o f the con ference served as a groundw ork  
for b roader reflections. For instance Edm und K i z i  k (G dańsk) in h is study Cases  

f o r  B reach  o f  Nuptia l, Baptism a l and Funera l Regu la tions before the G dańsk C ourt 
(W e tt-ge rich t) in the 17th and 18th Centuries  used the problem  o f  cerem on ies ’ 
lim itations in G dansk to present the luxu ry consum ption  and self-con tro l in a 
h ierarch ic society. M aria B o g u c k a  (W arsaw , the paper w as read out in  the 
au th or’s absence) d iscussed The Socia l and Relig ious C ontext o f  a M arriage in 
G dańsk in the 1 6 th -18 th  Centuries; she poin ted  out that because o f the fam ily 
policy  and the in fluence o f b roader socia l groups (called "com pan y” or “fr ien ds” 
in sources) the institu tion  o f m arriage had in G dańsk a public character. M arriage 
and w edd in g cerem on ies were in fluenced also by econom ic factors and  w idespread  
luxu ry consum ption  as well as by  religious factors ( i.a. the Protestant stress on 
restra in t and the value attached to the patriarchal form  o f m arriage).

Jacek  P i e l a s (K ielce) in a paper The Socia l and F inancia l A spects  o f  17th 
C entury M arriages in the Fam ilies o f  P rosperous Nobility , w ith the O leśnick is o f  the 
D ębno C oat o f  A rm s Taken as an  Exam ple  analysed  the princip les and  Im p lem en 
tation  o f  the m atrim on ia l policy o f  a prosperous noble fam ily. M ariusz L u b c z y ń -  
s k i (K ie lce-C racow ) read a paper M arriages o f  the Nobility  in the L igh t o f  M arriage  
A rticles  Regis trered  in C racow 's C astle  C ourt B ooks in 1680 -1730  in w h ich  he 
presented  the legal and econom ic aspects o f  the nob ility ’s m arriage contracts.

To  sum  up, the m ain  ach ievem ent o f the con ference w as that it presented  a 
broad m ethodologica l panoram a o f research  in the h istory o f  cu lture, bu t the lack 
o f  tim e m ade it im possib le  to d iscuss all questions in detail.

Tom asz W lśłicz
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P O L IS H -S C O T T IS H  RE LAT IO N S , 15th-1 8 th C E N TU R IE S

From  21 to 23 Septem ber 2000 at the Institu te o f H istory o f the Polish Academ y 
o f  Sciences was held  a con ference on the subject presented  in the title. The 
con ference w as attended by  h istorians from  Scotland, England, G erm any and by 
those o f Polish  scholars w ho are in terested  in the sub ject-m atter. The presented  
papers dealt w ith  the Scottish  o fficers ’ m ilitary service in the Polish  A rm y (M. 
N a g i e  l s k i , M.  W a g n e r ,  D.  W o r t h i n g t o n ) ,  the problem s o f politica l P o lish - 
Scottish  relations, particu larly  during the Th irty  Years ’ W ar (J. R. Y o u n g ,  A. 
K o r y t k o ,  E. M i e r z w a ,  A.  I. M a c  I n n  e s s ,  S. M u r d  o c  h), the role p layed  by 
Scottish  im m igran ts In urban econom y o f the Baltic region and in the Polish towns 
(D. D i t c h b u r n . W .  M o r a w s k i ,  Th.  R i i s .  W.  K o w a l s k i ,  M.  G. Z i e l i ń s k i )  
and  also w ith  a w ider scope o f different topics, such as com parison  o f the Scottish  
econom ics to that o f the Polish -L ithuan ian  territories in the 16th-1 8 th cen turies 
(R. J. F r o s t). Som e o f  the presented papers coped w ith  the m utual Polish -Scot- 
tish re lations in the field o f  cu lture (A. B i e g a ń s k a ,  H.  H o t  s o n ,  J. C. 
H o w a r d  and A.  S z c z e r s k i ) ,  the problem s associated  w ith  b iograph ica l 
stud ies and the personages o f  Patrick G ordon and M ary S tuart (A. B. P e r n a l ,  
M.  B o g u c k a ) .

An  an im ated  d iscussion  w hich the papers provoked concerned m any issues, 
both  m ore genera l as detailed. D iscussed in length  was the problem  o f  the 
Po lish -L ith uan ian  Union  and its in fluence on the Scottish-E nglish  un ions ’ 
structures. The role o f Scots, m erchants, traders, bankers, skippers and sailors 
p layed  in the Baltic trade and in the national Polish  exchange was thorough ly 
deliberated . The social Scottish  and Polish structures in the 16th-1 8 th centuries 
w ere  com pared  (such as, for exam ple, the questions o f ennoblem ent and  lndige- 
n ity, the cond ition  o f peasants, the problem s o f sm all towns). The session was to 
in itia te a close co-operation  between  the Scottish  and Polish h istorians. The 
selected  m ateria ls  from  the m eeting are to be edited.

M aria  Bogucka

TH E  G R A N D  D U C H Y O F  L IT H U A N IA  — .C U LT U R E  
A N D  E C O N O M Y  IN  TH E  16th -  E A R LY  19th C E N TU R IE S

The annual, n in th , Con ference o f the L ithuan ian  Com m ission  o f the Polish 
A cad em y o f  Sciences ’ Com m ittee for H istorical S tudies was held in the Kościuszko 
H all o f  the Institu te o f  H istory o f  the Polish  Academ y o f  S ciences on Septem ber 
16th and 27th, 2000. The subject o f the debates was The G rand D uchy o f  L ithuania
—  Its C ulture and  E conom y fr o m  the 16th to the m id -19 th  century. The debates 
w ere  attended  by  som e 30 researchers from  Great Britain  (London), L ithuan ia 
(V iln ius), Poland (B iałystok, Cracow , Gdańsk, Katow ice, Poznań, W arsaw ) and 
U kra ine (K iev). Four papers were read every day.

The au thor o f  the first paper w as Ingé L u k ś a i t e  (V iln ius) who, having 
years  ago undertaken  the laborious w ork  o f pub lish ing the handw ritten  legacy o f 
the 17th Prussian  scholar M attheus Pretorius (ca. 1635-1704/1707), has recently 
b rough t out the first volum e o f  D elic iae P russicae oder p reussische Schaubühne  
(V iln ius 1999). H aving exam ined  the reasons w hy Pretorius had failed to have h is 
w orks  published, Lukśaite cam e to the conclusion  that this was due to envy and 
to the fact that Pretorius had lived outside the m ain centres o f public life. In a 
paper P io tr Skarga  and Jan  o f  W isznia o r Theology in the L igh t o f  Id ea s , S tan isław  
O b i r e k  SJ (C racow ) presented  the opin ions o f  these two polem icists, one 
C atholic  and the other Orthodox, active at the turn o f the 16th century. He pointed 
ou t that it was im possib le  for the two au thors and the two religions to com e to an 
understanding. O b irek  supplem ented  this subject by rem arks on ecum en icity  and 
the d ifficu lties encountered  nowadays in the dialogue o f Christians. The next two
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papers, though  each dealt w ith  a com plete ly  d ifferent subject, laid  stress on 
m eth odo log ica l questions. U rszu la A u g u s t y n i a k  (W arsaw ) d iscussed  the 
specific  tra its o f  m agnatia l patronage, tak ing K rzyszto f R adziw iłł's (1585-1640 ) 
a c tiv ity  as an exam ple. M arzena L i e d k e (B iałystok) dealt w ith  the Ruthen lan  
n ob ility ’s attitude to the Reform ation  at the end o f the 16th and the b eginn ing o f  
the 17th cen tu ries. The form er paper w as followed b y  a d iscussion on the scope 
o f  the concep ts  “c lien tele” and “party” . The participants in the d iscussion  on 
L iedk e ’s paper focused attention  on the area covered by  the paper.

The first speaker on the second day o f the debates, S igitas N a r b u t a s  
(V iln ius ) d iscussed  unknown docum ents from  the Radziw iłłs ’ N ieśw ież arch ives, 
x eroxes  o f  w h ich  the Institu te had received  from the United States. The earlier 
h is to ry  o f the docum ents is unknown. W hat is more im portant is that am ong the 
d ocum en ts  are m any nom ination acts, genealogica l notes referring to the Radzi- 
w iłłs, in clu d in g  Salom on Rysiń sk i’s genea logy o f the R adziw iłł fam ily. M aria  
T eresa  L i z i s o w a  (C racow ) spoke about the language used in the S tatu tes o f 
the G rand  D uchy o f  L ithuan ia and their translations. The d iscussion  centred  on 
the state language o f  the Grand D uchy and  the relationship between  the language 
o f  the k in g ’s chan cery  and that used in the instructions o f  the Ruthen ian  d ietlnes, 
d istricts  and voievodsh ips in the Grand D uchy o f Lithuania.

T h e  n e x t  t wo  p a p e r s  c o n c e r n e d  t he  19t h c e n tu ry .  T a m a ra  
B a i r a ś a u s k a i t e  (V iln ius) p resented  an analysis o f speeches m ade at the 
d ietlnes  o f  the L ithuan ian  gubern iya  in the first h a lf o f  the 19th century. The 
d iscussion  cen tred  on the question o f loyalism  to the Russian state a fter the 
in corporation  o f the form er Grand D uchy into Russia. However, the opin ion  that 
th is  w as collaboration  was found to be anachronistic. W hat also in terested  the 
partic ipan ts  in the discussion was the change in the national consciousness o f 
the L ithuan ian  n ob ility  which, accord ing to Bairaśauskaite, began to regard itse lf 
as part o f  the Polish  nation and subordinated  itse lf to the politica l decisions o f 
W arsaw . In the last paper Zita M e d i s a u s k i e n é  (V iln ius) described how  the 
n ob ility  in the L ithuan ian  gubern iyas  understood the w ord  “L ithuan ia" in the 
m idd le  o f  the 19th century. The participan ts In the d iscussion  drew  attention to 
the fact that the notion  was first connected  with the state, a lso  w ith  the Grand 
D u ch y o f  L ithuan ia, and on ly later w ith  nationality.

In conclusion  British, L ithuan ian  and Polish researchers proposed the titles 
o f  papers  which cou ld  be read at the next m eeting.

H enryk W isner
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