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(which in view of the still prevailing emotions may by regarded as controversial 
by some people). The last two articles concern press research. They have been 
contributed by Jan Z a ł u b s k i  (The Journalist’s Professional and Social Status 
in Poland at the Turn o f the 20th Century ) and Czeslaw M o j s i e w i c z (Problems 
o f Political Propaganda. Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow). The volume ends with 
an original annex: Tomasz A g a t o w s k i ' s  talk with Professor Gerard Labuda on 
his scholarly achievements and plans for the future.

The studies and articles in the volume deal with a large variety of subjects, 
but this does not detract from its value. What adds to the merit of the volume is 
that it fills gaps in polish historiography and political science. It will undoubtedly 
have a lasting place among the books that have been dedicated to Professor Gerard 
Labuda in the last twenty-five years.

Jakub Wajer

Andrzej F. G ra b sk i ,  Zarys historii historiografii polskiej (An Outli
ne of the History o f Polish Historiography), Poznań 2000, Wydawnic
two Poznańskie, 278 pp., bibliogr., index of persons.

The author of the book, a professor at Łódź University who died prematurely when 
his book was in the press, was one of the most energetic Polish historians of the 
last dew decades. He made his name as a mediavalist with his biography of 
Boleslaus the Brave (1964, 2nd ed. 1966) and two volumes, based on detailed 
studies, on the West’s opinions of 10th-15th century Poland. He then switched 
to the history of historiography and wrote several monographs (analyses of the 
19th century) and syntheses on this subject. The work he was preparing for 
Wydawnictwo Poznańskie was to crown his career. Death interrupted his work 
but he prepared for print an outline which shows the main lines of development 
of Polish historiography from Gallus A n o n im us to Polish works written in 
Poland and abroad during the last fifty years.

In the preface to the Outline the author says: “Since the subject ... of my 
reflections is historiography, that is, the product of historians’ work and not the 
historians themselves, I have confined the information on their life and activity 
to what was absolutely indispensable to explain their historical work ... I have 
tried to make this book as clear as possible so that it should be understandable 
to persons who have not yet gained skill in the field of history of historiography 
or methodology of history”.

The author has fulfilled his by no means easy task creditably for the Outline 
is an exellent work both as regards its substance (a masterly command of an 
enormous material) and its form (a clear, lucid style). The structure of the book 
is chronological and within each epoch the author presents the achievements of 
the science of the past. The main text is preceded by a preface (From the author) 
and an Introduction in which he discusses the concept of historiography, the 
structure of historical knowledge and the “operating fields” of the history of 
historiography. The Introduction ends with an extensive quotation from Lucien 
F eb  vre,  who in 1942 discussed the connections between pictures of the past 
and the epochs which create these pictures.

The main part of the book is divided into 14 chapters which deal with 
historiography in the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Baroque, the Age of 
Eilightenment (a discussion of Polish historiography is here preceded by a 
discussion of the transformation of European historiography during the Age of 
Enlightenment). The times of partitions (1795-1918) are presented in three 
chapters: the first concerns the view of the past before the January Uprising, the 
second depicts the birth of modem historiography after 1863, and the third deals 
with historiographic reorientation at the turn of the 19th century. The part 
concerning the interwar period in Poland (1918-1939) is again, as was the case 
with the age of Enlightenment, preceded by a characterisation of European 
historical science and so is the period after World War II. This is a good starting
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point for examing historiography in People’s Poland, Polish historiography abroad 
(in the right proportion of 3:1) and for a concise characterisation of the most recent 
period (from the events of 1980).

The author does not avoid difficult problems and writes about them expertly 
without going to extremes or displaying emotion, so characteristic of many 
researchers. He sees the ups-and-downs of the past 50 years and their causes. 
He presents Polish historiography in a European context. The last chapter, which 
is a synthesis of many years of experience and observation, is a specific testament 
of the author. It deserves to be read attentively not only by historians.

Marceli Kosman

Frontiers o f Faith. Religious Exchange and the Constitution o f Reli
gious Identities 1400-1750. Edited by Eszter A n d o r  and Istvan 
Györgi Tó th ,  Budapest 2001, Central European University, Euro
pean Science Foundation, 295 pp., il.

This volume contains, as we read in the Introduction, the aftermath of the 
conference held under the same title in Budapest at the Central European 
University on March 8-12, 2000, within the framework of the programme: Cultural 
Exchange in Europe 1400-1700. It was organised by the European Science 
Foundation and History Department of the Central European University. In fact, 
the book differs considerably from the conference, which can be seen if we 
compare its table of contents with the discussion of the conference published by 
K. V o c e l k a  (“Frühneuzeit Info", Jg. 11/200, Heft 1, pp. 204-206). Some papers 
delivered at the conference have been omitted, other works added. Nevertheless, 
this has not been mentioned in the Introduction.

The volume contains as many as 25 papers by historians from France, 
Britain, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Croatia, Russia, Rumania, China and the USA. We do not find here any 
Polish historians and the study concerning the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
has been written by a French scholar (no Polish paper was delivered at the 
conference). The subject-matter embraces a very large geographical area — 
including the missions in China as well as the African and Asian provinces of the 
Ottoman Empire. The scope of issues raised is also very wide — side by side with 
strictly denominational matters there appear such topics as the witch-hunt, 
education, and the slave-trade. Therefore the volume does not constitute a 
coherent whole, and many texts contained in it are contributions very detailed 
and loosely connected to one another.

The book opens with a essay by a well-know French researcher R. M u- 
c h e m b l e d (Frontières vives: La naissance du sujet en Europe, XVe-XVIIe siècles) 
which shows both the origin of the notion of border in the modem era and the 
emergence of real and clear boundaries between states in that era. The author is 
interested both in the natural elements used in the delimination of an area (rivers, 
forests, mountains) and ethnic-linguistic ones, as well as in the types of bounda
ries (borderland areas, linear boundaries). He also studies their reflections in the 
mentality of inhabitants, travellers, authorities. Muchembled connects in an 
interesting way the development and consolidation of the notion of frontier, 
especially the confessional one, with the rise of individualism and the sense of 
the personal identity of the ego, characteristic of the early modern era in contrast 
to the weakly individualized mental world of the Middle Ages.

Much less pertinent to the subject of frontiers and their perception is the 
otherwise very interesting article by the Hungarian researcher Katalin P e t e r  
(The Way from  the Church o f the Priest to the Church o f the Congretation), a study 
of the religious attitudes of Hungarian Lutherans. The well-known German 
historian, researcher into the processes of confessionalisation, Heinz S c h i l 
l i n g  (Confessionalisation and the Rise o f Religious and Cultural Frontiers in Early 
Modem Europe) presents the role of confessionalisation in the rise and consoli-
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