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and comprehensive documentation. The value of the book is enhanced by its 
beautiful graphic design and editorial quality for which thanks are also due to the 
Publisher.

Maria Bogucka

Rycerstwo Europy środkowo-wschodniej wobec idei krucjat (The 
Attitude o f the Knights o f Central-Eastern Europe Towards the Idea 
o f Crusades), ed. Wojciech P e 11 z, Jarosław Dudek ,  Zielona Góra 
2002, 166 pp., Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Zielonogórskiego, Histo
ria 5.

The set of articles under review is the aftermath of the session organized on 
November 8, 1999, by the Department of Ancient and Medieval History  of the 
Higher Pedagogical School in Zielona Góra. About a half (6) of the thirteen articles 
deal with Poland, two with the Pomeranian lands, one with Bohemia (the crusades 
of John of Luxemburg), and three with Ruthenia, Byzantium and Bulgaria, that 
is Orthodox countries which shunned the Latin initiative aimed at the recovery 
of the Holy Land. All these texts have been provided with summaries in German, 
and the whole collection is preceded by an introduction written by Wojciech P e l t  z.

Polish issues are introduced by Karol O l e j n i k's article Crusades in Medie
val Polish Sources (pp. 7-14), where on the basis of a group of selected written 
sources (the annals of Miechów, Lubin, the Cracow and Gniezno Chapters, 
Traska, Sędziwój, the Świętokrzyskie Region, and Little Poland; the chronicles — 
of Ga l l u s ,  K a d ł u b e k ,  D z i e r zwa ,  and Great Poland; the diplomatic codes 
of Silesia and Great Poland, as well as The Annals by Jan Dł ugosz ) ,  the author 
analyses what was written about the crusades. Unfortunately, both the selection 
of the sources and the systematic arrangement of information seem inadequate 
and arouse some doubt. In the first place the author uses no documents of 
Mazovia which were issued in connection with the Pruthenian mission, or any 
hagiographic sources, (e.g. the lives of Werner, the Bishop of Płock, or St. 
Stanislaus). Secondly, the division of information into direct (on the subject of the 
crusades) and indirect (the expositions inspired by the crusades) is not quite clear. 
Nevertheless we are convinced by the author’s view that in Poland, quite under
standably, there was more interest in the crusades to the lands of pagans and 
heretics (that is Pomeranians, Pruthenians, Lithuanians and Hussites) than to 
the Holy Land and that is why there is more information of the first type in the 
sources. We agree with the author that the selection and reception of the slogans 
concerned with the crusades, directed against the misbelievers and favouring the 
acquisition of material property and spiritual values, were similar both among the 
Western-European and Polish knights. The descriptions of the crusades — the 
author maintains — were also similar, although the Polish sources less frequently 
raised the moral, philosophical or theological questions. However, what strikes 
us in the scheme of the description of a crusade presented by K. Olejnik 
(mobilization — march — battle — ecstasy) is the term “ecstasy” used for the last 
stage of the expedition. The joy caused by success, expressed in thanksgiving 
prayers, singing and feasting, was certainly far from the dreamy raptures of 
visionary nature, forgetful of the current situation and reality, that is what is 
denoted by the term “ecstasy” in its literal sense.

Krzysztof B e n y s k i e w i c z ’s article has the title The Attitude o f the Polish 
Knights Towards the Pagans and Paganism in the 11th-13th Centuries (p. 17-36). 
The author applies the term “pagans” both to the Polish peasants, the Christia
nization of whom was, naturally, not immediate, and the neighbouring tribes who 
did not yet adopt Christianity. However, the attitude of the Polish knights towards 
the pagans seems to be excessively isolated from the religious context. The author 
defines the relations between the knights and peasants as socio-political (24-25) 
and attributes the battles against the pagan neighbours to patriotism, just like 
those against Christians (p. 29). Nor can we agree with the thesis that Boleslaus
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the Wrymouth was ignorant of the ideas of the crusades (p. 30), and that little 
was known in the Poland of his day of the crusaders’ successes in the Levant (p. 
28). The author must realise that Gallus was familiar with the ideas of the knights 
who fought against heathenry and that the Polish knights were even then ready 
to fight for their faith (for example when they made expeditions against the 
Pomeranians or Pruthenians). As regards the question of the Levant, one finds it 
difficult to accept that the appeals for help from the Holy Land, which throughout 
the first forty years of the 12th century constantly needed relief, did not reach 
Poland, which certainly belonged to the sphere of civilization which produced the 
crusade movement.

The reception of the crusade ideology by the Polish knights is also discussed 
in two contributory articles devoted to the selected individuals of the social upper 
stratum: a knight and a prince. Marek C e t w i ń s k i’s Andrzej o f Morawica in the 
Pruthenian Labyrinth. Side-notes to “St. Stanislaus’ Miracles”, pp. 39-46, deals 
with the transformation of the knight and crusader Andrzej of Morawica, who in 
the first half of the 13th century took part in the crusade against the Pruthenians 
(“the enemies of the Cross”). By risking his life for the sake of Christ (p. 41) he 
wanted to do penance for his sins and recover his faith. The scene of this 
transformation was a desolate mansion of a rich Pruthenian, where this Polish 
knight, first setting the house on fire, wandered as if in a labyrinth, looking for 
the way out. St. Stanislaus, called upon to help him, saved him from distress, 
and the hero, waging an internal battle, underwent a transformation which — as 
the author says — consisted of the burning out of the old heathen within the soul 
of a Christian hero (p. 46). Although M. Cetwiński throws into relief the signifi
cance of the solitary hero’s internal fight, there can be no doubt that his penance 
was his participation in the crusade and the knight must have been one of the 
“new kind” who fought both with the help of spiritual and material weapons. An 
interesting aspect of this story is the attempt to militarize the cult of St. Stanislaus.

Mikołaj G ł a d y s z ’s paper (The Jaćwież Expedition o f Casimir the Just in 
Master Vincentius' Account. A Contribution to the Reception o f Crusade Slogans in 
12th Century Poland, pp. 59-66) is devoted to Casimir the Just’s expedition 
against Jaćwież (1192 or 1193), and more precisely to his posture as a crusader. 
The influence of crusade ideas visible in the terminology (the Holy War against 
the Saladinians), as well as in the behaviour of the Prince of Little Poland during 
the expedition (Holy Mass before the battle) did not reflect, as M. Gładysz 
maintains, the personal views of the author of this account (Master Vincentius 
Kadłubek), but the actual events, which he rendered in the language of his era 
(p. 64). However, the thesis that the Prince's obedience to crusade slogans was 
only the result of the pressure of the Papacy and crusade propaganda, seems to 
be too far gone. This would change Casimir into a “willy-nilly” crusader, which 
thesis would find support in his complete indifference to the missionary aims of 
this expedition (pp. 65-66). The author draws this conclusion, since Kadłubek 
keeps silent on this subject, probably not so much because there were no such 
missionary actions, as because the chronicler was against the dissemination of 
faith with the help of the sword, which at any rate, under Boleslaus the Curly 
turned out to be of no avail.

Urszula Ś w i d e r s k a - W ł o d a r c z y k ’s article entitled The Influence of 
Crusade Ideas on the Personal Model o f a Polish Nobleman-Knight at the End of 
Medieval and the Beginning o f Modern Times (pp. 47-57) is based on the records 
of the chronicles (among others by G a l l u s  A n o n y m o u s ,  Master Vincentius 
K a d ł u b e k ,  Jan D ł ug o s z ,  Maciej S t r y j k o w s k i  and Szymon S t a r o w o l -  
s k i), political and philosophical writings (among others by Paweł W ł o d k o w i c ,  
S t a n i s ł a w  o f  S k a r b i m i e r z  and Andrzej F. M o d r z e w s k i ) ,  as well as 
poetic works (by Jan K o c h a n o w s k i  and Mikołaj S ę p - S z a r z y ń s k i ) .  The 
author points out that the “crusade spirit" shaped among other things the posture 
of the Polish nobleman-knight — a pious defender of faith and his country who 
took special pride in fighting and risking his life for these values. This model was
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probably shaped both by the crusade expeditions, and — it seems to us — by the 
wider influence of medieval spiritual tradition. To some extent, however, this 
model was an inseparable product of the new political situation of Poland, 
rendered at that time by the term “the bulwark of Christianity”.

The military-political aspect of the Polish crusades has been dealt with only 
in one study, Krystyna Z i e l i ń s k a - M e l k o w s k a ’s The Polish Crusades to 
Pruthenia in the Second Half o f the 12th and the First Half o f the 13th Century 
Against the Background o f Crusade Ideology (pp. 69-89). The author discusses 
Polish expeditions against Pruthenians in the second half of the 12th and the first 
half of the 13th century in a synthetic way, although she largely refers to the 
Levantine crusades, their ideology and Polish participation in them (Henry of 
Sandomierz). Unfortunately, sometimes her uncritical attitude to the sources 
leads her to mistakes or risky hypotheses. New research has shown the incredibi
lity of the information given by Jan Długosz on Boleslaus the Brave’s expedition 
to Pruthenia in 1015. Nor can one go along with Kadłubek in the matter of the 
Pruthenian relief to Miecław, about which Gallus keeps silent. We can also treat 
only as a surmise (p. 70) her thesis that the real cause of the expedition against 
Pruthenians in 1107/1108 (rather in 1108) was a wish for revenge for the 
Pruthenian relief to Zbigniew. Finally, the earlier research by Andrzej F. G r a b -  
sk i  and the latest b y  M. G ł a d y s z  make us renounce her view that crusade 
ideas reached Poland with much delay (in the middle of the 12th century), 
although one must admit that it was then that the activity of the Polish knights 
in this field was documented in the sources.

The next part of the collection consists of two articles devoted to the 
Pomeranian region. In the first, Joachim Z d r e n k a  [The Pilgrimages o f the 
Pomeranian Princes to the Holy Land and Rome in the Years 1392/1393 and 
1406/1407, pp. 91-101) deals with the pilgrimages of Warcisław VIII to Jerusalem 
and Rome (1392/1393, 1406/1407), inspired not so much by “the crusade spirit” 
as — in our opinion — by pure devotion. The author concentrates on the 
identification of the pilgrim and his companions, as well as the reconstruction of 
the course this pilgrimage took. It remains unclear whether Warcisław during his 
first expedition (although he certainly reached Venice), succeeded in reaching 
Jerusalem. This seems doubtful, in our opinion, since he wanted to visit the Holy 
Land again. It seems that he took up the second journey, because the first one 
was a failure. Lucyna T u r e k - K w i a t k o w s k a  in her paper Crusade Ideas in 
Pomeranian Historiography (pp. 103-111) gives a synthetic treatment of the 
history of the Christianization of Western Pomerania in the first half of the 12th 
century — which, according to the author was a peaceful process or the effect of 
the German Drang nach Osten. She also characterizes briefly the attitude of the 
Pomeranian princes to the activity of the Teutonic Order on the Baltic coast. Her 
treatment is very general and presents many controversial opinions, beginning 
with the Drang nach Osten idea unjustly transferred to the 12th century and 
ending with her view of the Teutonic Knights as the first disseminators of the idea 
of “the fight for Jerusalem” in Pruthenia (p. 109). Her introduction concerning 
crusade ideology is also disputable.

The vitality of crusade ideas in the Bohemian lands still in the 14th century 
is shown by Wojciech I w a ń c z a k ’s article John o f Luxemburg’s Crusades (pp. 
113-121). It presents the expeditions of John of Luxemburg against Lithuanian 
Samogitia (1328/1329, 1336/1337, 1344/1345) as the continuation of the 
crusades to the Holy Land (the first expedition) and as an enterprise which was 
meant to get him out of a difficult political situation (the second and third 
expeditions). In the case of Hungary, on the contrary, the difficult internal 
situation made it impossible for the rulers of that country to take an active part 
in the crusades to the Holy Land (12th c.) (Ilona C z a m a ń s k a ’s article The 
Aspects o f the Crusade Movement in Hungary in the 11th-15th Century, pp. 
131-138). Due to the pragmatic approach of Hungarians, who had no major 
interests in the Levant, although in comparison to other countries of their region
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showed considerable interest in these expeditions, the territory they chose for the 
implementation of crusade slogans — as in other countries of Central-Eastern 
Europe — turned out to be the area bordering on the pagans, heretics and 
schismatists (13th-14th cc.). The revival of the crusade idea towards the end of 
the 14th century was here — just as in Poland — bound up with the growing 
external menace (Turkey).

An interesting complement to this collection consists of three articles devoted 
to the attitude of Orthodox countries towards the Latin idea of crusades. W. 
Pel tz [The Crusaders in North-Eastern Europe, pp. 123-129), while enumerating 
the causes (social, economic, political, and in the first place, religious) of Ruthe- 
nia's disapproval of the crusade movement, points out that its ideology was 
relatively early directed against the Slavic (Orthodox) schismatists. The confron
tation of the adherents of the Latin with those of the Orthodox Church in Ruthenia 
was bound up with the missionary work among the Baltic and Finnish population 
and basically, until the famous battle of Peipus (1242) had been inspired by 
crusade spirit. Zdzisław P e n t e k [The Consolidation o f the Bulgarian State During 
the Third Crusade. Frederick Barbarossa and the Knights o f Central-Eastern 
Europe in the Balkans, pp. 159-163) supposes that the march of Barbarossa’s 
troops through the Byzantine territory during the third crusade diverted Byzan
tium’s attention from Bulgaria so much, that the latter was able to consolidate 
its recently regained independence. This is quite probable, although one must 
bear in mind that Bulgaria was established due to its own resources and even 
before this crusade was able to resist the Byzantine Empire. On the other hand, 
Jarosław D u d e k’s article The Attitude o f the Byzantine Aristocracy Towards the 
Idea o f Crusades in the Second Half o f the 11th Century (pp. 139-158) explains 
the reason why the provincial aristocracy was hostile towards this movement. In 
contrast to the “metropolitan” aristocracy, that of the eastern provinces saw the 
arrival of foreign knights as a menace to their own interests. This threat, somew
hat later, materialized in the rise of the position of Alexius Comnenus and the 
adherents of the Latin Church in this area. Nevertheless, the phenomenon of the 
crusades in itself should not be perceived as something foreign to Byzantium or 
having nothing in common with its territory, since it was precisely from there that 
the first expeditions inspired by the idea of “the Holy War” departed (7th century) 
and Alexius Comnenus was one of the “fathers" of the first crusade.

To sum up the review of this collection, it has to be stated that its main body 
consists of deliberations on the participation of the Polish knights in the crusade 
movement. The articles making up this part, discussing this problem both in 
longer and shorter periods of time, raise the issue of the crusades themselves 
(their military-political aspect) and crusade ideology as well as their effect on the 
later generations. Although there is no separate discussion of the Polish partici
pation in the crusades to the Holy Land, this part of the book must be considered 
the most comprehensive and extensive. Other articles are rather of a contributory 
character. With the exception of works on Ruthenia and Hungary, they discuss 
selected, individual questions, which certainly add new information, but do not 
give us an overall view of the attitude of those countries to the crusade movement. 
This may give us an impression of a haphazard choice of their subjects. On the 
other hand, it must be considered a great asset of the book that it includes works 
dealing with the Orthodox countries, which did not approve of the Latin crusade 
idea. This proves that the participants in the session saw the issue in a wide 
context, although it may seem that the article about the Byzantine aristocracy is 
rather out of place in a book dealing with Central-Eastern Europe.

The studies under discussion show that under the influence of “the crusade 
spirit” in Central-Eastern Europe a local crusade front was shaped directed 
against the neighbouring pagans, schismatists and heretics. There were at least 
a few reasons for such an attitude, however of a decisive character seem to be 
precisely the closeness of these countries and the pragmatic posture of the local 
rulers (the example of Hungary seems to be the most eloquent). Although the local
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realities differed from those in the Middle-East “the ideological motives and 
emotions they created in everyday life sprang from the same roots in Central and 
Eastern Europe as those that inspired the imagination and devotion of the 
defenders o f the Holy Sepulchre” — says W. Peltz (p. 5). However, in our region of 
Europe an inseparable part of those motives had always been patriotic slogans, 
since the local rulers had always been directly threatened by the communities 
against which the crusades were directed.

Dariusz Adam Sikorski

Königliche Gewalt — Gewalt gegen Könige. Macht und Mord im 
spätmittelalterlichen Europa, hrsg. Martin K i n t z i n g e r  und Jörg 
Ro gge ,  Berlin 2004, Duncker und Humblot, 143 pp., index of 
persons, geographical names and subjects, Zeitschrift für histori
sche Forschung, Beiheft 33.

The volume in question is the result of the debates of a section of the 44th 
Deutscher Historikertag held in Haale an der Saale in September 2002. The 
section discussed the roots and development of conflicts between the authority 
and society and manifestations of the consequent violence at the end of the Middle 
Ages (mainly in the 14th and 15th centuries). In addition to the introduction 
written by the two editors, the volume contains five papers, four of which are 
German while one is English. These are: Jörg R o g g e  (Mainz), Attentate und 
Schlachten. Beobachtungen zum Verhältnis von Königtum und Gewalt im Deut
schen Reich während des 13. und 14. Jahrhunderts; Christopher A lm  an d  
(Liverpool), Opposition to Royal Power in England in the Late Middle Ages; Martin 
K i n t z i n g e r  (Münster), Malef i cium et venef icium. Gewalt und Gefahr fü r  den 
Fürsten im französischen Spätmittlelalter, Winfried E b e r h a r d  (Leipzig), Gewalt 
gegen den König im spätmittelalterlichen Böhmen. Adeliger Widerstand und der 
Ausbau der Herrschaftspartizipation; and Gurt M e r v i l l  e (Dresden), Ein Elxkurs 
über die Präsenz der Gewalt im Mittelalter. Zugleich eine Zusammenfassung.

As the titles indicate, the research area included four countries: Germany, 
France, England and Bohemia. This is not much, considering the number of 
European countries, and it is a pity that Italy and Spain, on the one side, and 
Scandinavia, Poland, Hungary and the Grand Duchy of Muscovy, on the other 
side, have not been taken into consideration. Only then could one really speak 
about the late medieval Europe mentioned in the title, and the material for 
comparisons would be much richer. The authors discuss the development of the 
most important conflicts between rulers and society and analyse how tyrannical 
or inept kings and their pejoratively assessed advisors and favourites were 
eliminated by assassination (murder, poisoning) or by a settlement on the battle
field. The most frequent reasons for an individual or collective violent settlement 
were rivalry for the throne and dynastic conflicts, abuse of power and infringement 
of the subjects’ vital interests by the ruler, and more seldom ethnic and religious 
conflicts. The authors recall in an interesting way the medieval theories about the 
origin and character of royal power as well as the mutual dependence and the 
rights and duties ofboth the ruler and society (Thomas A q u i n a s ,  Jean Pe t i t ,  
John Sa l i s b u ry, William o f  Occam,  Heinrich vo n  G e i s t). Party strife and 
the development of the theory that society has the right to come out against abuses 
of power led to the justification of violent measures, including physical elimination 
of political opponents; this question has been discussed in detail, especially with 
regard to France and England. A comparison of the materials presented by Ch. 
A l i m  a n d  and W. E b e r h a r d  may lead to the conclusion that partnership 
between the authority and society developed first, and the most intensively, in 
England and Bohemia.

The volume contains interesting attempts to classify manifestations of 
violence in late medieval political life and to compare them with political violence 
in the 20th and 21st centuries (totalitarian systems, nazism and communism.

www.rcin.org.pl

Darek
Prostokąt




