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realities differed from those in the Middle-East “the ideological motives and 
emotions they created in everyday life sprang from the same roots in Central and 
Eastern Europe as those that inspired the imagination and devotion of the 
defenders o f the Holy Sepulchre” — says W. Peltz (p. 5). However, in our region of 
Europe an inseparable part of those motives had always been patriotic slogans, 
since the local rulers had always been directly threatened by the communities 
against which the crusades were directed.

Dariusz Adam Sikorski

Königliche Gewalt — Gewalt gegen Könige. Macht und Mord im 
spätmittelalterlichen Europa, hrsg. Martin K i n t z i n g e r  und Jörg 
Ro gge ,  Berlin 2004, Duncker und Humblot, 143 pp., index of 
persons, geographical names and subjects, Zeitschrift für histori
sche Forschung, Beiheft 33.

The volume in question is the result of the debates of a section of the 44th 
Deutscher Historikertag held in Haale an der Saale in September 2002. The 
section discussed the roots and development of conflicts between the authority 
and society and manifestations of the consequent violence at the end of the Middle 
Ages (mainly in the 14th and 15th centuries). In addition to the introduction 
written by the two editors, the volume contains five papers, four of which are 
German while one is English. These are: Jörg R o g g e  (Mainz), Attentate und 
Schlachten. Beobachtungen zum Verhältnis von Königtum und Gewalt im Deut
schen Reich während des 13. und 14. Jahrhunderts; Christopher A lm  an d  
(Liverpool), Opposition to Royal Power in England in the Late Middle Ages; Martin 
K i n t z i n g e r  (Münster), Malef i cium et venef icium. Gewalt und Gefahr fü r  den 
Fürsten im französischen Spätmittlelalter, Winfried E b e r h a r d  (Leipzig), Gewalt 
gegen den König im spätmittelalterlichen Böhmen. Adeliger Widerstand und der 
Ausbau der Herrschaftspartizipation; and Gurt M e r v i l l  e (Dresden), Ein Elxkurs 
über die Präsenz der Gewalt im Mittelalter. Zugleich eine Zusammenfassung.

As the titles indicate, the research area included four countries: Germany, 
France, England and Bohemia. This is not much, considering the number of 
European countries, and it is a pity that Italy and Spain, on the one side, and 
Scandinavia, Poland, Hungary and the Grand Duchy of Muscovy, on the other 
side, have not been taken into consideration. Only then could one really speak 
about the late medieval Europe mentioned in the title, and the material for 
comparisons would be much richer. The authors discuss the development of the 
most important conflicts between rulers and society and analyse how tyrannical 
or inept kings and their pejoratively assessed advisors and favourites were 
eliminated by assassination (murder, poisoning) or by a settlement on the battle
field. The most frequent reasons for an individual or collective violent settlement 
were rivalry for the throne and dynastic conflicts, abuse of power and infringement 
of the subjects’ vital interests by the ruler, and more seldom ethnic and religious 
conflicts. The authors recall in an interesting way the medieval theories about the 
origin and character of royal power as well as the mutual dependence and the 
rights and duties ofboth the ruler and society (Thomas A q u i n a s ,  Jean Pe t i t ,  
John Sa l i s b u ry, William o f  Occam,  Heinrich vo n  G e i s t). Party strife and 
the development of the theory that society has the right to come out against abuses 
of power led to the justification of violent measures, including physical elimination 
of political opponents; this question has been discussed in detail, especially with 
regard to France and England. A comparison of the materials presented by Ch. 
A l i m  a n d  and W. E b e r h a r d  may lead to the conclusion that partnership 
between the authority and society developed first, and the most intensively, in 
England and Bohemia.

The volume contains interesting attempts to classify manifestations of 
violence in late medieval political life and to compare them with political violence 
in the 20th and 21st centuries (totalitarian systems, nazism and communism.
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World War II, the terrorist attack in New York on September 11, 2001). In his 
extremely interesting summing up G. M a l v i l l e  writes about the ritual of 
violence in a broad historical perspective up to the present day and about the 
omnipresence of violence in mankind’s history. He presents various forms of the 
use of force and violence against human being, beginning with God’s punishment 
and Biblical stories, but he has left out two important categories of violence: 1. the 
conquest of a country (or a people) and its subjugation by another country/peo
ple, and 2. sexual abuse (including rape) of women, a characteristic feature of 
patriarchal culture. These two categories of violence were present not only in the 
Middle Ages; they have existed in all epochs, from ancient times up to the present 
century.

The book ends with the statement that eruptions of individual and collective 
violence, tolerated and even justified by general legal, political and social accep
tance, were a characteristic feature of the Middle Ages. This turned the medieval 
people into participants in a big spectacle of cruelty (theatrum crudelitatis). But 
can we say that violence was confined to the Middle Ages?

Maria Bogucka

Jan P i r o ż y ń s k i ,  Zofia Jagiellonka (1522-1575) i je j księgozbiór 
(Sophie Jagiellon and Her Collection o f Books), Kraków 2004, PAU, 
339 pp., Rozprawy Wydziału Historyczno-Filozoficznego, vol. 102, 
bibl., index of persons, sum. in English and German, ills.

Several months before his death Jan P i r o ż y ń s k i  published a biography of 
Sophie Jagiellon, the crowning achievement of his 25-year research. It started in 
the spring of 1978, when remnants of Princess Sophie’s collection were discovered 
by him in Prince Augustus’ Library at Wolfenbuttel. Princess Sophie was then 
little known to historians (apart from a brief information in Aleksander P r z e z - 
d z i e c k i ’s 19th century work on Polish female Jagiellons); it was only Jan 
Pirożyński’s successive articles, crowned with the treatise which qualified him for 
assistant professorship. Księżna brunszwicka Zofia Jagiellonka /1522-1575/ i je j 
biblioteka. Studium z dziejów kultury (The Duchess o f Brunswick, Sophie Jagiellon 
/1522-1575/ and Her Library. Study in the History o f Culture), Kraków 1986, that 
shed more light on the life and activity of this daughter of Sigismund I and Bona, 
who owing to her marriage spent her life in Germany, without severing contacts 
with Poland. Pirożyński’s pioneering work won the acclaim of experts, but having 
been published in only 250 copies, it was unknown to a wider circle of readers. 
In 1992 the author published an enlarged version of Princess Sophie’s biography 
in German (Die Herzogin Sophie von Braunschweig-Wolfenbilttel aus dem Hause 
der Jagiellonen /1522-1575/ und ihre Bibliothek. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der 
deutsch-polnischen Kulturbeziehungen in der Renaissancezeit, Wiesbaden 1992), 
but as the edition was limited and the price of the book rather high, it was not 
widely accessible, though the fact that it was published in German put Sophie on 
the international stage, acquainting foreign historians with her role in 16th 
century culture. Pirożyński did not abandon the subject after this publication and 
continued his research into the life and activity of Princess Sophie and her library. 
The result is the present verified book supplemented with many important facts.

The book consists of three parts. Part I (pp. 19-168) describes the life and 
activity of Sophie Jagiellon, part II (pp. 169-246) depicts her library, and part III 
(pp. 247-284) presents texts: Sophie’s last will of 1558, including the codicil of 
1575, two bequests (for her collaborators and trusted friends, Stanisław Sędziwój 
and Wojciech Sędziwój Czamkowskis), the sermon delivered by Łazarz Arnoldi at 
Sophie’s funeral on 27. 6. 1575, and a list of the manuscripts and printed works 
from the duchess’s collection, which the author managed to find.

The book is based on the author’s extensive, thorough research in Polish, 
Austrian and German archives and libraries. Pirożyński has made use of Sophie’s 
rich correspondence with her family and other persons, documents, inventories
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