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ned by Wojtowicz), this was a significant phenomenon and it would be worth while 
to examine it more closely in order to assess the town’s economic situation at that 
time.

However, Mikulski seems to have overestimated the possibility of state 
interference, the possibility of the state playing the role of a protector and 
stimulator of economic development. I agree that such a state as the pre-partition 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, plunged as it was into crisis and deep stag
nation, a state with inept and incompetent administrative structures and meagre 
financial resources was unable to play a positive role; Polish towns could not 
expect that the state would support their economy. But neither did the Prussian 
state play an important role in modernising the economy, though Mikulski extols 
its role. Mikulski must have inadvertently succumbed to the influence of Marxist 
historiography which created the concept of “the Prussian road to capitalism”.

Part IV of the book dealing with the choice of Christian names in Toruń 
families in the 17th and 18th centuries is very  interesting and extremely impor
tant. This seems to be a question far removed from economy and political reforms, 
but the choice of Christian names reflects the susceptibility of various social 
groups to fashion, new ideological currents and innovations or, on the contrary, 
it may illustrate the conservatism of these groups and thus explain the inability 
or incapacity of Toruń society to undertake and carry out economic initiatives and 
reforms.

Conservatism was also visible in other fields of Toruń’s life, including art. It 
is significant that the magnificent development of Toruń’s art in the late Middle 
Ages was not followed by a period of an equally splendid development in early 
modern times; on the contrary, the 18th century witnessed a decline which was 
caused by the cultivation of academic models and patterns7. It is interesting that 
these conservative trends were not counterbalanced by the high level of scholars
hip and university education in Toruń, questions discussed by Mikulski on pp. 
254-257.

So the inability referred to in the title means the inability to get out of the 
crisis, the inability to modernise the town. But was this a trap? A trap is 
something unknown, something surprising while Toruń's state of inability in the 
18th century was the result of what had been happening in the town for decades 
and was well known to its inhabitants. What is more, the inhabitants of Toruń 
reached that state mostly at their own request; it was their conservatism which 
prevented radical changes.

Was Toruń an exception? Was the situation similar in other Polish towns? 
And what was the situation in the whole Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth? It 
will be possible to reply to these questions only after a thorough research, similar 
to the research carried out by Mikulski in Toruń.

Andrzej Wyrobisz

Die Nachlassverzeichnisse der Einwohner der Stadt Pernau 1702- 
1800, bearbeitet von Raimo P u ll  a t, Tallin 2005, Estopol, 463 pp.,
index of persons and place names.

Posthumous inventories have for several score years been attracting the interest 
of historians in many countries, e.g. in Poland, Germany, Austria and the Czech 
Republic. Posthumous inventories are a specific source for they give the re
searcher the unique chance of getting an almost direct insight into the existence 
of persons who died a long time ago. This seemingly impersonal document, drawn

7 Z. W a ż b i ń s k i ,  Modele akademickie w procesie dydaktycznym cechu malarzy i rzeźbiarzy 
toruńskich w XVIII i na początku XIX w. (Academic Models in the Didactic Process o f  the Guild 
o f Painters and Sculptors in Toruń in the 18th and Early 19th Centuries), in: Sztuka Torunia
i ziemi chełmińskiej 1233-1815, ed. J. P o k l e w s k i ,  Teka Komisji Historii Sztuki VII, 
Warszawa 1986, p. 199; J. S a me k ,  Pozycja Torunia w polskiej sztuce złotniczej (Toruń 's 
Rank in Polish Goldsmithery), ibidem, p. 217.
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up by an official scribe, usually contains a detailed description of the house in 
which the deceased lived, its interior arrangement and equipment, from the 
bedroom, dining room, drawing rooms to the kitchen (the furniture, bed clothes, 
utensils, paintings, books, musical instruments, etc.); it also enumerates perso
nal belongings, even the most intimate ones (clothes, underwear, toilet articles). 
It allows the researcher to reconstruct not only the material situation and living 
conditions of the deceased but also his/her tastes, hobbies, level of education and 
interests, as well as the way he and his family spent their leisure time. Without 
the information contained in these inventories it would have been impossible to 
develop research on everyday life, another field of historiography which has been 
very popular and fruitful during the last few decades.

Thanks to the initiative and work of Raimo P u l l  a t, a well known researcher 
into the history of Tallinn and Hanseatic trade, the capital of Estonia has for the 
last few years been a centre of intensive research in this field. Under the motto 
Modus vivendi Pullat has organised two conferences (in 2002 and 2005) which 
were attended not only by Estonian scholars but also by researchers from many 
other countries (Germany, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Finland, Canada and Ice
land). These meetings discussed everyday life in the towns of northern Europe, 
from the Middle Ages to the 20th century, and the authors of many papers used 
posthumous inventories as their main source. R. Pullat himself has recently 
published three monumental volumes in which he presented the inventories of 
the property of German merchants who lived in Tallinn in the 18th century1. The 
publication was received with great interest and has been reviewed in many 
periodicals2.

We have now received another volume by Pullat which contains the texts of
53 inventories of the inhabitants of Pärnu from the years 1702-1800. Pärnu, a sea 
port on the Gulf of Riga, which belonged to Poland for some time and was occupied 
by Sweden in 1617 and taken by Russia in 1710, was still an important centre of 
Baltic trade in the 18th century. The inventories gathered in the volume provide 
a picture of all sections of the population: merchants and craftsmen representing 
various trades (baker, purse maker, furrier, shoemaker, goldsmith, joiner, sad
dler, blacksmith, bricklayer, tanner, butcher, confectioner), journeymen, persons 
connected with the Church (minister, organist), representatives of the preintelli
gentsia (phermacist, book-keeper, professor, teacher, surgeon, notary), military 
men of various ranks as well as a skipper, town notables (councillors), municipal 
functionaries (postman) and also women, widows and working females (two 
midwives). Among the merchants there are several Dettleffsons (Dethleffsons), 
members of a very extended and active family from Flensburg, known thanks to 
the recent publication of letters written in the 18th century by the senior of the 
family, Christian D e t h l e f f s e n 3.

The inventories are arranged chronologically. They provide a wealth of 
information on living quarters and farm buildings in Pärnu, on the prosperity of 
its inhabitants (many data on the realty, amount of cash and valuables they 
possessed), on the interior equipment of their houses (testifying to love of luxury) 
and on what was considered fashionable at that time. Many inventories mention

1 Die Nachlassverzeichnisse der deutschen Kaufleute in Tallin 1702-1750, Bd. I, bearb. von 
Raimo P u l l a t ,  Tallin 1997; Die Nachlassverzeichnisse der deutschen Kaufleute in Tallin 
1752-1775, Bd. II, bearb. von Raimo P u l l at, Tallin 2002: Die Nachlassverzeichnisse der 
deutschen Kaufleute in Tallin 1777-1800, Bd. III, bearb. von Raimo Pu l l a t ,  Tallin 2004.
2 Inter alia K. R. A l l i k  in “Zeitschrift für Ostmitteleuropa Forschung”, 47, 1996, N° 4, p. 
623; Henryk S a m s o n o w i c z  in: “Kwartalnik Historii Kultury  Materialnej", XLV, 1997, N° 
1, pp. 103-104; O. H. E l i a s  in: “Hansische Geschichtsblätter" 116, 1998, pp. 306-307; D. 
K ü h n  in: “Ostdeutsche Familienkunde" 1999, 1, pp. 174-175; P. H. W i l s o n  in: “Conti
nuity and Change” 14, 1999, pp. 275-276; A. K l o n d e r  in: “Kwartalnik Historii Kultury 
Materialnej", XLIX, 2001, N° 4, p. 413.
3 D. K r a a c k  (ed.), Die Briefkopialbücher des Flensburqer Kaufmanns Christian Dethleffsen, 
Flensburg 1998.
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paintings and especially books. Some book collections comprised several dozen 
items, mainly religious books (the Bible, postillas, collections of psalms, hymn- 
books), but also historical and legal books as well as handbooks and even 
belles-lettres (romances, O p i t z's poetry) could also be found. Many data concern 
credit and trade turnover, loans and pawns, testifying to the town’s intensive 
economic life. Next to the inventories listing the belongings of the rich are modest 
lists of the few objects left by a midwife or a journeyman. A historian who on this 
basis will try to write a study on the townspeople of Pärnu in the 18th century, 
on its social, material and even intellectual stratification, will find food for thought 
in this volume.

Maria Bogucka

Kobieta i małżeństwo. Społeczno-kulturowe aspekty seksualności 
Wiek XIX i XX (Woman and Marriage. The Socio-Cultural Aspects o f 
Sexuality. 19th and 20th Centuries), collected studies ed. by Anna 
Ż a r n o w s k a  and Andrzej S z wa r c ,  Warszawa 2004, 518 pp.

For many years world historiography has been systematically modernising its 
methods as well as its research means and techniques by, among other things, 
widening interdisciplinary research and including the category of sex in its 
studies1. Polish historians share the view that this kind of research is needed, 
but so far not much has been done in this field both as regards the old Polish 
epoch2 and the post-partition period3. The initiative taken by Anna Ż a r n o w 
s ka  and Andrzej S z w a r c  in publishing this collection of studies and essays 
on a subject which is almost absent in Polish historiography, namely on broadly 
conceived aspects of cultural contacts and relations between men and women, is 
therefore most welcome. The editors of the volume and the authors of the studies 
contained in it concentrate attention on mutual contacts between men and 
women, including intimate relations, the sphere of erotic life which, let us add, is 
not viewed exclusively through the prism of biological sexuality. On the contrary, 
the authors interpret “sexuality” as a process of changes in mentality and customs 
(pp. X-XI). This is why an observant reader will find in the volume studies which 
strongly emphasise manifestations of sexuality, especially in the second half of 
the 19th century (resulting from demographic modernisation, mass migrations, 
the disintegration of many families, the emergence of new social milieux) as well 
as essays presenting changes in marital patterns and extramarital relations 
between men and women. Untypical, e.g. homoerotic unions are outside the 
sphere of the authors’ interest.

The volume, which opens with the editors’ introduction, contains 27 studies 
both by recognised scholarly authorities and researchers who only recently 
started detailed studies on the socio-cultural aspects of sexuality during the 
modernisation of society in the Polish territories, that is, in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. It is worth stressing that the editors have secured the cooperation not

1 Cf. opinions on this subject by, among others, M. E. W i e s n e r ,  Woman and Gender in 
Early Modern Europe, Cambridge 1993; H. T h ébaud,  Écrire l'histoire des femmes, 2 éd. 
Paris 1998.
2 The most noteworthy of the few books which treat sex as a category of social analysis are, 
as regards the old Polish epoch: A. K a r p i ń s k i ,  Kobieta w mieście polskim w drugiej połowie 
XVI i w XVII wieku (Woman in Polish Towns in the Late 16th and in the 17th Century), Warszawa 
1995; M. B o g u c k a ,  Białogłowa w dawnej Polsce. Kobieta w społeczeństwie polskim w XVI- 
XVIII wieku na tle porównawczym (Woman in Old Poland. Woman in Polish Society in the 
16th- 18th Centuries against a Comparative Background), Warszawa 1998; C. Kuk l o ,  Kobie
ta samotna w społeczeństwie miejskim u schyłku Rzeczypospolitej szlacheckiej. Studium 
demograf i czno-społeczne (Single Woman in Urban Society at the End o f the Noblemen's 
Commonwealth. A Demographic and Social Study), Białystok 1998.
3 See K. M a k o w s k i ,  Rodzina poznańska w I połowie XIX wieku (Poznań Family in the First 
Half o f the 19th Century), Poznań 1992; L. A. Zy b li ki e w i c z , Kobieta w Krakowie w 1880 
r. Studium demograficzne (Woman in Cracow in 1880. A Demographic Study), Kraków 1999.
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