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Conclusion: Conclusion or old and new arguments against 

“milking the Brussels sprout ”

T his article has two parts. In the  first part, the  author concisely 
draws a tten tio n  to the  m ost im portan t research conclusions of the  articles 
grouped in th e  book’s th ree  th em atic  blocks. In th e  second and m uch 
larger part, she picks ou t the  m ost in teresting  (in her opinion) research 
problem s w hich arise from th e  theore tica l analyses and em pirical 
researches: the  sociological and anthropological processes and phenom ena 
te rm ed  “E uropeanization  o f local com m unities” and taking place at 
Poland’s eastern  and southern  borderlands. In part two she also pays a lot 
of a tten tio n  to th e  m ost inspiring theoretical questions which, she thinks, 
are w orth asking in fu tu re  research on the  E uropeanization of Local 
Poland.

In th e  first part of th e  C onclusion th e  au thor no t only 
underscores the  contribu tors’ ability to diagnose the definitional problems 
of Europeanization issues and phenom ena bu t also their a ttem p ts  (usually 
successful) to bring som e order to th e  E uropeanization vocabulary. She
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appreciates many au tho rs’ efforts to m ake a d istinc tion  b e tw een  Euro
peanization of local com m unities in th e  broader sense (Europeanization 
applies to the  whole of Europe, its institu tional order and its value system ) 
and Europeanization in th e  narrower sense (Europeanization applies only 
to the  European Union, its institu tions and the ideological projects it com 
m unicates to its m em bers; the  author suggests th a t we call this la tte r type 
of Europeanization “U nionization”). L ike m any o ther w riters, th e  p resen t 
au thor po in ts ou t th e  m u ltip le  approaches to “E uropeanization” and 
“European integration” and th e  need  to m ake clear d istinctions betw een  
the  two. She also points ou t th e  need to reconstruct the  w ider conceptual 
contexts of these  approaches and the im portance of the  social and political 
contexts in which these  key concepts have been  elaborated.

In  the  first part of th e  C onclusion th e  au thor appreciates the  
soundness of the  decision of the  book’s researchers and co-authors not to 
trea t the  local com m unity  as a m onolith  b u t to  d eco n stru c t it by, for 
exam ple, iden tify ing  various collective actors w ith in  it  according to  a 
variety of criteria. She particularly accentuates th e  positive effects of d e 
construction  of the  local com m unity on th e  basis of th e  criterion o f the  
n a tu re  and degree o f involvem ent of th e  com m unity ’s actors in the  
processes and phenom ena of Europeanization. She points out tha t focus on 
these  d ifferen t types of collective actors helps us to recognize th a t th e  
process of E uropeanization  of local com m unities is also a process of 
em pow erm ent and em ancipation  of th e  actors who p artic ipa te  in the  
process m ost com pletely  and intensively.

By p resen ting  the  Europeanization o f local com m unities from 
th e  perspective of th e  various types of collective actors who -  thanks to 
the ir norm ative orientations -  are m ost fully involved, she sheds light on 
th e  process’s diverse and com plex logic. T h e  au tho r argues th a t, 
d epend ing  on th e  type of local com m unity  and its relations w ith  the  
proximal and distal environm ent, these actors can play many different roles 
in the  process of Europeanization: from th e  role of in te rp re te r of European 
and EU  projects for a specific local com m unity to the  role of legislator who 
is able to  con stru c t h is/her own vision o f E uropeanism  and European 
integration and offer it to o ther m em bers of the  local community.

T h e  author also draws a tten tio n  to th e  fact th a t th e  analyses 
pub lished  in th e  book te stify  to th e  need  to con tinue  th e  in -d ep th  
com parative study of the  process of Europeanization in d ifferen t regions 
of Local Poland, not only the  borderlands.

In  th e  second part o f th e  C onclusion th e  au tho r h ighlights 
several theore tica l perspectives w hich are particularly  inspiring for 
researchers of Europeanization and locality. She postu lates continuation
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and streng then ing  of m eta-theoretical reflection on the  com plex relations 
betw een  such concepts as: Europeanization, Europeanism , Unionization, 
Europe and European Union. She also pays particular a tten tion  to the  need 
to identify  more precisely th e  social and cultural connections betw een  the 
Europeanization project and its realization in th e  European Union and Eu
ropeanization and E uropeanism  w ith in  th e  E uropean co n tin en t viewed 
from the  perspective of its civilizational, cultural and political resources.

T h e  au thor stresses th e  need  for em pirical research and 
theoretical studies situating the  problem  of Europeanization in the context 
o f th ree  in te rp re ta tiv e  perspectives w hich are im portan t no t only for 
sociology b u t also for th e  hum anities in general: first, those w hich typify 
stud ies o f social represen tation , its po ten tia l and lim itations in th e  study 
of social order; second, those w hich are specific for th e  sociology and an
thropology of everyday life; and third, those w hich accom pany reflections 
in social philosophy and theoretical sociology on th e  in te llec tual and 
em otional expectations of individuals and groups vis-à-vis the  local, state- 
national and European fu ture , utopias and developm ental scenarios.

In  th e  second part the  au thor also p resen ts , in considerable 
detail, th e  characteristics of the  d ifferent in terp retative perspectives from 
the  po in t of view of the ir theoretical contribution  to the  en richm ent and 
extension of th e  area of in te rest in Europeanization processes at d ifferent 
levels of social aggregation, particularly the  “m ezzo” level. Above all, she 
tries to dem onstra te  the  m ost im portan t and m ost in teresting  advantages 
o f th e se  perspectives and does no t forget to  m en tion  th e ir  broader 
theoretical-com parative contexts.

She poin ts ou t th a t, o f all th e  iden tified  in terp re ta tiv e  per
spectives, the  one she feels will offer the m ost in teresting inspiration is the 
anthropology of everyday life and th e  sociology of everyday life. T h is  
perspective “captures” social and cultural reality in its m ost m inute  details 
and offers an answer to th e  following im portan t questions: how deeply has 
th e  Europeanization  process “p e n e tra te d ” th e  day-to-day experience of 
individual and group actors, how obvious has it becom e for these  actors 
and to w hat ex ten t do they take it for granted? Last bu t not least, she feels 
that, rather than being a theoretical an tido te , placem ent of the problem  of 
Europeanization of local com m unities in the  contex t of the  anthropology 
and sociology of everyday life is a valuable theore tica l add ition  to  th e  
approaches to E uropeanization w hich are so popular today, th a t is, in ter
p reta tion  in term s o f Europeanization of various institu tional theories or 
macro-social and m acro-political theories of social change.
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