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Local Europeanism projects at the southern and eastern 

Polish borderland

T his article discusses various ways in w hich Europeanization 
is understood  by local com m unities in th e  sou thern  and eastern  Polish 
borderland. Four types of Europeanism  projects w ere iden tified  on the  
basis o f analysis o f in -dep th -in terv iew s: 1) general cultural (in ternal) 
projects w hich define Europe as a conglom erate of various cultures linked 
to g e th e r by com m on trad ition  and history and th e  ensu ing  values of 
tolerance and openness; 2) religious (C hristian) projects w hich also refer 
to the  cultural criteria of Europeanism  bu t trea t them  exclusively and es- 
sentialistically; 3) EU projects according to w hich th e  European Union is 
w hat determ ines Europe, its borders and shared cultural features; and 4) 
external (w estern) projects w here Europe is trea ted  sceptically, as 
som ething unfam iliar and external w ith  resp ec t to  th e  in te rv iew ee’s 
situation.

T h e  au thor found th a t Europeanism  was in tensely  
experienced ra ther than  reflected  upon by the  in terview ed rep resen ta ­
tives of local borderland elites. D ifferent m anifestations of the  d ifferent 
Europeanism  projects in d ifferent urban com m unities may be in terp re ted
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in term s of m obilization of the  southern  borderland and dem obilization of 
the  eastern  borderland. In th e  form er case, in ternal and external symbolic 
resources are m obilized. At th e  eastern  border th ere  is no project for 
Europe, and hence no project for oneself w ithin Europe, on a local scale. 
T h is  can be in te rp re ted  as an unw anted consequence of transform ation 
of Poland’s eastern border into the European Union’s external boundary.
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