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ZENON WOZNIAK

A SURVEY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE BRONZE AND
IRON AGE SITES IN POLAND IN 1979

THE LUSATIAN CULTURE

About 25 cemeteries and over 30 settlements dating from various phases
of the Lusatian culture and located in various regions of its extent were inve-
stigated. Some sites were explored by means of trial tremches, and on ofthers
area excavations were carried out. In many cases both the cemetery and the
contemporancous settlement were explored.

On account of the importamre of discoveries made or the scope of the exca-
vations performed the following cemeteries merit attemtion: Dolice (1), Szezeein
provimee, site 40 (S. Wesolowski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Szczecim) where a complex of barrow cemeteries continwed to be explored. The
features of BA IV examined on the site included barrow no. 1 with & stone eirele
at its base, a stone chamber with a sort of gallery and with twe urn graves
inside, and barrow no. 2 with a stone circle and stone mantle and with a8 stone
chamiper containing a crematiom grave; moreover, a flat urn grave has eome to
light beneath a pavement; Biezyn (17), Leszno provimse, site 1 (T. Makiewiez,
Uniwersytet A. Mickiewicza, Poznaf) where 28 graves, mostly of the urm type
(1 with a bronze sickle), from Ha, were discovered; Niechmiréw (20), Sieradz
provimee, site 2 (A. Kufel-Dzierzgowska, Muzeum Okregowe, Sieradz) = the IXth
season of excavations revealed a further 27 graves, BA II=IV, usually of the
urn type, of which grave 325 is distinguished by the richness of its furniture
(an) urm, a small clay amphora, a bromze bracelet, pin and neckring, a stone axe,
a leather band with two rows of bronze buttons and bronze tubes sewn on);
antinopedbgical analysis was carried out; Madely (23), Sieradz provinee, site 1.
(Z. Kaszewski, Muzeum Arctisnibgiczne i Etnograficzne, L6dZ) — Und seasen of
excavations, 30 urn graves, includimg 16 with stone settings, and 5 pit graves,
BA V and Ha; Kietrz (32), Opole province, site 1 (M. Gedl, R. Essen, Uniwersy-
tet Jagiellonski, Krakéw) — a further 130 graves from the close of BA I and
from BA III, mostly of the urn type, a fairly numerous group of small pit graves
and 10 large pit graves with traces of cofffins; Olesmo-Walee (35), Crshochowa
provimee, site 4 (W. konak, Muzeum Regionalne, Olesns) = Tlird season of
excavatiions yielded a further 34 graves from Ha, usually under pavements and
with stone settings; on the neighbouring site no. 3 6 pits of wwHemBROrary?
settlement have come to light; Smieciechow (38), Tarmobrzeg province, site 1
(J. Gurhs, J. Kociuba, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Sklodowsis, Lublim) — 1 pit and
70 urn graves covered with bowls, BA V/Ha.

At Strobin (22), Sieradz province, site 2 (Z. Kaszewski, Muzeum Archeologiczne
i Etnograficzne, £6dZ) the western part of the earthwork from Ha, imeluding
a rampart of box constructiom, continued to be explored (VIHth season), revea-
ling distinct traces of a fire.

Among the open settlemenmts, the following shoud be mentioned: Siemirowice
(3), Stupsk province, site 11 (A. Szymanska, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdafisk) —
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rious types, BA; Nowa Wie$§ (33), Opole province, site E (K. Macewiecz, Kon-
serwator Zabytkéw Archeollgiczmyeh, Opole) — 32 features found within an
extensive and dispersed settlement from BA III—IV; Zawada (37), Tarnobrzeg
province, site 1 (B. Chomentowska, -J. Michalski, Uniwersytet, Warszawa) — in
the Vith season of excavations further parts of a settlement from Ha were
explored revealing numerows pits and fragments of casting crusibles.

THE POMERANIAN (WEJHEROWO-KRONTUSZ¥Y) CULTURE

About 15 sites of this culture were explored in 1979. Unlike in previous
years, they were mainly settlements, scarcely known until recently. Of special
interest are: Chwarzno (6), Gdatfisk province (G. Jeziorska, Muzeum Archeologi-
czne, Gdansk) — the discoveries of the Und excavation season included 4 multi-
burial graves in stone cists (up to 7 urms) and 3 urn graves (2 with stone—
settings); Marszewo (4), Gdahsk province (Z. Zurawski, Pracownie Konserwacji
Zabytkéw, Gdansk) — 20 graves from Ha D, including 15 collective graves in
stone cists, 1 with a stone circle, horizontal stratigraphy, 4 cremation places,
4 hearths, 8 pits; small finds included face urns, a house urn on four feet and
with a gabled roof, an iron sickle, saddle querns; Luzino (5), Gdahsk province,
site 17 (B. Wigcek, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdafisk) — 30 settlement features,
mostly stone hearths; Drozdowe (9), Pila provimee, site 2 (K. Siuchninskii, S. Ku-
kawska, Uniwersytet A. Mickiewicza, Poznah) — the discoveries made on the
margin of the Note¢ valley included a house with a hearth from Ha D and
timber revetments of the river bank or ford; Brze$é Kujawski (10), Wioclawek
provimee, site 3 (R. Grygiel, F. Bogucki, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne,
Lo6d?) — another complex from Ha D, consising of a large post building and
surroundiing pits; small finds included a bronze ear-timg of Scythian type; OQsiecz-
nica (16), Zielona Goéra provinee, site 3 (E. Dabrowski, Muzeum Archeologiczne,
Swidnica near Zielona Géra) — an overground building and 4 pits from the final
phase of this culture.

THE PRZEWORSK CULTURE

In 1979 excavations were conducted on about 20 settlements and on a nearly
equal number of cemeteries from various phases of the Przeworsk culture. The
following cemeteries yielded important results: Biezyn (17), Leszno province,
site 1 (T. Makiewicz, Uniwersytet im. A. Mickiewicza, Poznah) — a further 21
graves, usually in pits from phase B, of the Roman period, and 3 large stone
pavementis from the turm of Bj/B, (stratigraphy corresponding to that of the
graves), 1 burial from phase B, contained a brooch of type LT Cl;, Zadowice (18),
Kalisz provimee, site 1 (E. Kaszewska, G. Rycel, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etno-
graficzne, £6d2) — in the Xth season of excavatiioms the southerm part of the
cemetery was explored, yielding 8 pit graves of the Late pre-Romam period
(1 warrior’s grave), 5 Early Roman period graves (of the urn and pit type),
1 grave with three layers of pavement and 6 stone stelae forming a circle; Kao-
nopnica (21), Sieradz provimee, site 7 (B. Abramelk, Muzeum Ziemi Wieluniskiej,
Wielut)) — the Vith excavation season revealed 23 graves (20 pit burials, 1 urn
grave, 1 grave with the cremation layer) ranging in date from the final phase
of the Late pre-Romam period to the early phase of the Migration peried, four
graves-contained tefar sigilldtaa sherds and three ylelded fragments (1?) of a bronze
obliguely grooved cauldion; Niechmiréw (20), Sieradz province, site 2 (A. Ku-
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fel-Dzierzgowska, Muzeurn Okregowe, Sieratz) — 10 pit graves and 1 large pit
beneath a stone pavement (a pit grave? a cremation place?), with fragments
of a boss and a sword from the end of the Late pre-Romam period in its fill;
Lajski (26), Warszawa provimee (A. Kruk, M. Kulisiewicz-Kulhielks, Pracownie
Konserwaceji Zabytkéw Warszawa) — in the Illrd excavatiom seasom the sowuthern
and western limits of the cemetery wetre established and a further 71 graves
revealled; the grawves, of the pit and urh type (9 warfior’s graves), date from the
Roman petied, mestly frem phases B; and CY Kamiedezyk (27), Ostroteka pro-
vinee (T. Dabrowska and tear, Pafistweowe Muzeum Areheologiczne, Warszawa) —
long-termh exeavations were eeneluded amd a further 79 graves of the urn and
pit type revealed; the graves, totalling 366, date frem the late phase ef the pre-
-Reman peried and frem phases B; and B; ef the Remah peried; the graves
explored in 18789 mestly date frem the late phase of the pre-Remamn peried (iren
feunts et drinking hers) ahd frem phase B; ef the Reman period; Krupiee (28),
Biatystok provinee, site 1A (3. Jaskamis, Konserwator Zabytkéw Aveheelogieznyeh,
Biatystok) — the Vih exeavalion seasen revealed a further 60 graves in {he
easterh margin o the site, dating from the late phase ot the pre-Reman péried
(part of the petiery feund IR grave 313 represenis forms ot the Pomeramian eul-
ture) and frem the Early Reman peried; a few (yeunger) graves gt the Wielbark
eulture Rave alse eome 8 light; Media (13), Eischanew provinee (A:. Grzymkow-
ski, Muzeum Zlemi Zawkizenskieh Miawa) — the VIR seasen ok exeavatishs
ylelded 3 further 328 cremation graves ot the Early Romap period, inelyding
1 warriepP’s @rave furnisned With 2 pair of if8R Chair-shaped SPUFS, Very faré iR
Boland; Zgliczyn PoRodzy (13), EIECHIABY BIOVIRLE, Slie 1 (A: BIRYRIQOUNR:, My:
ZeHm Ziemi ZawkrAhdR; Miawa) — IR he ReigRBouraead 8k an 8lder princess
graves of the Lubieizewn tyBe 12 posfly furpished cremation graves fHem phase
Bz of the ROMAR Beridd Have BeeR YRegvéred:

The following settlements of the Przewersk culture have yielded waluable
results: Gorzyea (15), Gorzéw Wielkopolski province (T. Senidow, Muzeum Okrego-
we, Gorzéw Wielkopulsk)) whete 2 pits and 5 hearths from the Late Roman pe=
riod were uneoered and 2 rotation gquerns found; Sirebin (22), Sieradz provinee,
site 2 (B. Abramek, Muzeum Ziemi Wielumsiief, Wielun) = in the Xth seasen
the second separate part of the settlement of the Reman period was explered
revealimg 3 huts, 1 primitive smelting furhace and 87 heakths wWihich were part
of a large eencentraliion; Siemieehdw (19) Sieradz provinee, site 2 (M. Jazdiew-
ska, Muzeum, Pabiahie) = the Vith seasen 6f exeavations revealrd § semi-
-Subterranean Huts, 2 Rearths and pits of the Late Reman peried, and ,grey’
wheel-rhade pettery with stamp ernamemt; SteBRica-Traymorgi (24), Pistrkéw
provinee (H. Wiklak, Muzeum Areheelegiezne i EiRegrafiezne, Led2) — 2 {we:
:Foomed pesi-heuses (With a hearih iR 6Re) and 2 hexagenah gresved features of
the Late pre-Reman pBeried were reveahed; Regw (25), SkiernRWite Brevifes,
site 1 (A Wahuy, URiversieh, Warszawa) — IR the Hird gxcavation seasen 4 1ow
artificial mound built on the margin of the seitlement iR the Eate Roman perisd
was explered; its 1op revealed siope foupdeiions of a Bullding (3) streynded
with pests and pits; the roat leading from the MOURY {9 ihe FveL was paved
with stenes and 8n ihe Fiver Bank alse with faseine:

THE WIELBARK CULTURE

In 1979 about 10 cemeteries and 10 settlerents were explored. The fellowing
sites merit attention: Grzybhiea (2), Keszalin province (R. Wolagiewird, Muzeum
Narodowe, Szezecin) where the eentral part et a Barrew eemetery eontinued i8
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be explored (Vith seasom), revealing an Inhumatieon burial from phase BY/(G,
covered with a stone pavement and surrounded with a stone citcle, and 3 imhuma-
tion graves beneath anothet pavements with 2 stone circles and an additional
ditch (two graves date from phase B; and the third had ne furniture); Odry (8),
Bydgoszez province (K. Wlodzimierska and team, Uniwersytet, £Eédz) — in the
XVt season barrow me. 15, without any stone construction was explored — a pit
situated below contained no furniture: other discoveries included 6 pit graves,
3 urn graves and 5 flat inhumation graves from phases B;—Cj of the Reman
period, including 2 female inhumations with rich grave goods (e.g. silver S-shaped
buckies, gilt brooches); Lesno (7), Bydgoszez province (K. Walenta, Umiwersytet,
Lo6df) — in the Vth season the settlement complex was further explored; site 1,
with ,prince’s graves”, yielded another robbed grave beneath an extensive pave-
ment, containing a glass heaker and a provincial Roman vessel with green glaze;
the features examined on site 2 included earthen bartow neo. 2 (with unfurmished
inhumetiion), barrow ne. 7 (with an urn grave) and 5 stone circles, of which
three contained an inhumaliion grave in the centre, and the fourth a cremation;
site 3 (a settlement contemporary with the cemeteries) yielded 11 pits and
5 hearths; Nowy Targ (11), Elblagg province (E. Kazimietezak, Muzeum Zamkowe,
Malbork) — further part of a long used cemetery was explored, revealing nearly
50 inhumation graves from phases B;—Cj| of the Roman period.

OTHER CULTURES

Small-scale excavations were conducted on single sites of the Oksywie cul-
ture (Late pre-Roman and beginnings of the Romam period) and of the Lu-
boszyce culture. (Late Roman period). Of larger scope were the imwvestigations
conducted in the Tyniec group area where 5 settlememts from the close of the La
Téne period were explored. Of special interest is the site in Krakéw (36) —
Przestawice (Nowa Huta site 41) (M. Kaczanowska, T. Wéjcik, Muzeum Archeolo-
giczne, Krakéw—Nowa Huta) which revealed 4 rectangular huts with hearths,
storage pits and a numerows series of painted pottery of the ,Stradomice type".

Attention should also be called to the commemcememt of excavations of the
cemetery of the West Baltic culture at Przebréd (14), Suwalki province (K. Le-
narczyk, Muzeum Okregowe, Suwalki) which yielded 6 urn graves amd 2 pit
graves of the Late Roman period.

Also worthy of note are the results of investigations at Maslomeez (39), Za-
mo$¢ provinece (M. Cie$lak, S. Czopek, A. Kokowski, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Sklo-
dowska, Lublim) where site 22 yielded a large series of the pottery of the Za-
rubincy culture (westernmost point of this culture), and site 9 revealed 2 clay
ovens, 1 post house, 3 semi-subterrameam huts (with remains of a loom? in one)
containing numerous wheel-made pottery of the Lipica culture — the first find
of this kind in Poland.
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