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ECOLOGICAL AGRICULTURE IN POLAND -
THE PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Marian Malicki 

Agricultural University of Szczecin 

The ecological agriculture in Poland is a new issue, intro
d uced by the philosophy of the countries of a high agricultural 
level, foreign and Polish research centers, and institutions de
aling with environment pr.9tection. In the 80's, the local resort 
agricultural institutes didn't do any research in the ecological 
direction in the development of agriculture. All research done in 
this area was carried out by non-agriculture-connected scientific 
institutions. The conclusion of this research, presenting a very 
hard situation of the natural environment, caused that at the 
middle and also highest stage of agricultural schools courses of 
eco-agriculture and sustainable agriculture were incorporated. 

The present conditjon of the Polish agriculture during last 
4 yea.rs is a result of applied philosophy of development; those 
main points were: 

• single-direction orientation on max:imiza.tion of agricultural 
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production without respecting the elementary rules of eco
logical balance. This caused the destruction of some ecosys
tems and in some regions even caused ecological disasters. 

• The increase of agricultural prod uction was reached in an 
extensive way, by using more and more land. In effect agri
culture used worse kinds of land which caused the increase 
of production costs because of lower efficiency. From the 
currently used 1.8 mln/ha of the VI and Viz class land the 
specialists suggest 0.5 mln/ha for forest use. 

• exploitation of agriculturally used land was in many regions 
faster than its self-restoration. 

The lack of systernatic, ecological attitude towards agriculture, 
the lack of eco-regional attitude, use of bad farming systems 
that are oriented only on ma.ximisation of the agrar production 
caused a situation in which we all have to pay the costs of in 
crease in the production and also regeneration of the degraded 
environment. 

The economical system used in Poland, created natura! po
tentia! like water and land to be very inexpensive. The low costs 
of using this potentia! didn't force the producers to use the envi
ronmentally friendly technologies. 

The ecological awareness of Polish society 

Because of complexity and variation of the phenomenon the 
definition of the notion of ecological difliculty is an awarenese 
process. For this paper we are using the definition of ecologi
cal consciousness based on (5) that says that ecological conscio
usness is a system of knowledge of a unit about its behavior 
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tmvards nature; the accepted system of values and system of 
norms that guarantees, on the basis of possessed knowleclge, the 
realization of things preferred by the unit. 

The socicty's ecological consciousness should be interpretecl 
on two levels: 

- consciousness of the proclucers, 

- consciousness of the consumers. 

In Polish literature there is a lack of complex research that il
lnstrate this problem, even if it can be a main problem of the 

future of the Polish natura! environment. 

,ve will present here a partia! research clone on the area 

of 7 provinces (,vojewodztwo) of North-East of Poland ( 4,6). 
In this area most of the farmers cousider healthy food as such 

that is produced ordy with the use of organie fertilizers, ,vithout 
the addition of synthetic minerał oncs and without the use of 
other chemical age11ts. This definition of healthy food isn't a 
complete one because this kincl of food shoulcl also consist of 

enough sugars, vita.mins c{1~cl · has very low contents of nitrates 
a nd other sirnple nitro- substances. · 

The dcclaration of farrners abont healthy food procluction 
may be represented as follows: 

88% of all fa,nners show interest in runnmg an ecological 
farm, 

- 93% is interested in the problem of selling ecological pro
d ucts , 

- 83% of researched fanners said that they assumed the know
ledge of the dangers for natural environment as necessary, 
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- 91 % of farmers declare that the idea of environmental pro
tection should be spread and the protection should be clone 
by government agencies ( 49%), local governments (12%), 
and each person ( 49% ), 

- 70% was for increasing the use of minerał fertilization and 
chemical protection of plants, 

the farmers are aware that used pesticides are bad for their he
alth but still 49% of them declared their usage. 

The results of this research show the declarative conscio
usness, that can be a base for further inferment on the character 
of the ecological values of the farmers. 

The consciousness of the local consumers in the area of he
althy food is very low. One of the reasons for it is the lack of 
attested healthy food on the market, which causes that there is 
no evidence if the purchased food is really of good quality. 

The ecological food is more expensive than this producecl in 
a traditional way, which due to the generał impoorrishment of 
society causes a low demand for these products: 

The low ecological consciousness of the society is taken as 
the main reason of the devastation of the natura! environment. 
This problem. has been noticed by researchers for a long time, 
but in the past years it is more typical mostly for groups of 
young people. 

The main factors that causecl the change of ecological policy 
were (2): 

- political and economical pressure from the highly developed 
countries, higher and higher losses caused by pollution, 

- calling 27 regions of ecological danger and 5 of life threate-
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ning, the Tscharnobyl clisaster, that caused a higher sensiti
vity of the society to problems of environmental protection. 

Ecological fanns and their main problems 

The ecological farms are till nowa margin encompassing all 
farms in Poland. It is considerecl optimistic, that each year more 
farm.s become ecological ones, but the speed of increase isn't fast 
enough. The EKOLAND organization registerecl in 1989 took 
the role of integration of all farmers using unconventional me
thods of production. 

The number of ecological farms in last years is shown below: 

Year Number 

1990 27 
1991 49 
1992 94 
1993 174 

EKOLAND is an organization operating in all of Poland that 
attests the ecological farn~~ ~nd is also processing plants and 
traders that have a trade mark that applies to international stan
dards set by IFOAM. EKOLAND became a member of IFOAM 
in 1990. 

The main problem of ecological farms is the lack of spe
ciał species of plants that are resistant to diseases and pests, 
and lack of machinery for destroying weeds. The experiences of 
such farms show that the hardest year is the first one, when the 
farm is transformed frdm a classical into an ecological way of 
farming. Besides lower harvest and lack of experience also the 
lack of financial means is a very negative agent. It would also be 
reasonable to give such farmers special ways of financial support. 



132 lvl. Malicki 

The uext problem is a.ssociatecl with the distribution of eco
logical products. The specific thing is that the distributors but 

not proclucers take the biggest part of the profit from selling a 
product. Low procluction scale and big territoria1 dispersion do 
not allow creating specialty shops with ecological food. 

At the present time snch ecological fanns get aclclitional pro

fit by b eing guesthouses and offering ecological food cluring the 

stay of a group of tonrists. 

The system of ecologica1 agricult.ure is much harder in reali

zation than the convcntional one. It demancls from the farmer a 

knowledge not only of farrning lJut also such topics such as mar

keting. Very import.aut are the skills connected with changing of 

crops and orgauic fcrtiliza,tion. The success of ecological farming 

depends on support prograrns and attitude of ext.e11sion services 

and agricultural schools. 

Perspectives of development of ecological agriculture m 

Poland 

The <lcvelopment of ecological agriculture will be infiueuced 
mostly by the dcm and for ecological food coming both from the 

country's and forcign consumers ( export). 

The increase of in terest in heaJthy food comes fron1 educa

tion in all levels of schools , direct contacts of our consumers with 
more consent p eople frorn m ore developcd countries. Food of t his 

kind will be mostly p11rchasccl for young p eople and chilclren. 

The slowly inc reasing 111011ey tha t people can spend on food 

will allow more p eople to buy ecologica1 food products. The 
Polish agriculture can prodncc enough for Poland and also for 

export. In Poland there is big enough area of ground that isn 't 
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pollutecl and is ,;ery good for such productiou. A high percen

tage of people workiug in agriculture ,vould allow the usage of 

all the procluction potentia! in this production. 

Export of heaJthy food is possiblc in all regions, but espe
cially easy in transborder regions where the exchange of people 
is so high. 

The only stipulation for this is the creating a good attesta

tion system for giving attests to the ecological products . The 
creation of a network of institutes searchiug for food pollution 

would enable the elimination of polluted products and would 

give the Polish agriculture the meaning ecological. Till now this 
possibility has not been usecl. 

Finał conclusions 

The ccological agriculture is still a margm m the generał 
prod uctiou of food. 

Poland, even with big <legradatiou of a reas, has the oppor

tunity for productiou of he::'1Jthy food for internal use and also 

for export. Ecological farms coulcl clevelop in regions near cities 
and borders of the country. 

The perspective of joining the European Communities near 

the year 2000 forces Poland to new approaches in environmentaJ 
protection and production of ecological food. 

The ecological eclucation will cause that people will buy more 

ecological products which will allow the fanners to get bigger 
profits and use more wo1:kers for the procluction. 

The increasing of procluction of healthy food needs an insti
tution for attesta t iou of such prod ucts, a founclation for envi-
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ronmental protection for such farms, a good distribution system 
for ecological p1·oducts and an extension system that specializes 
in problems of ecological food production. 
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