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MAJOR RESULTS OF 1978 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL 

SITES IN POLAND 

In 1978 about 70 early medieval sites and over 50 sites dating from the High 
Middle Ages and from modern times were investigated. In comparison with previous 
seasons, the number of the fo rmer has declined, and tha t of the latter has s teadily 
grown. The early medieval sites comprised over 50 sett lements (including 30 for t i f ie ld 
sites or early towns), 15 cemeteries and 1 assumed cult site. 

Apar t from Polanowice (cf. below) no large-scale excavations were carr ied out 
of sites dating from the earl iest phase of the early medieval Slav culture of the 
6th-7th cent. Exploration was continued of a f lat cemetery of the Old Pruss ian 
culture, 6th-7th cent., at Nowinka (5), Elbląg province, site 1 (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum 
Archeologiczne, Gdańsk). The site has yielded f u r t h e r cremation burials in pits (nos. 
87-105), 7 of which, in addition to human burials, contained skeletons of horses s i tua-
ted at lower levels; scanty g r ave goods were limited to iron bits and f r agmen t of 
a saddle in the horse burials and to a one-edged sword and strap-ends in one of the 
human burials. 

The next phase, 8th to mid-10th cent., is represented by several ea r thworks 
which were frequently explored together with contemporary or earlier set t lements . 
At Kretomino (4), Koszalin province, site 1 (I. Skrzypek, Muzeum Okręgowe, Kosza-
lin) the excavations in the S p a r t of the ear thwork revealed the construction of the 
r ampar t which in the light of the pottery from its upper layers should be da ted to 
the 8th-second half of the 10th cent.; the core of the rampar t consisted of 12 layers 
of crossed logs, surrounded on the outside by a breas twork of clay and sand, buil t 
on two layers of crossed logs. Exploration was continued of the earthwork f r o m the 
mid-9th to 10th/11th cent., buil t on the 'site of an open settlement of the 7th/8th to 
8th cent, at Mietlica (11), Bydgoszcz province, site 1 (A. Dymaczewski, S. Je rn ingen , 
Ins tytut Historii Kultury Mater ia lnej PAN, Poznań and University in Louisville, 
Kentucky): the excavations revealed 7 semi-subterranean huts with remains of 
roofing, and a rampart of crossed logs build. The contemporary sett lement at 
Złotowo (11), site 5, neighbouring with the earthwork, yielded 1 hut and 18 pits (one 
of which dates f rom an earl ier phase than the ear thwork) . The settlement complex 
(stronghold, suburbium, open settlement?) of similar da te at Kołuda Wielka (9), Byd-
goszcz province, site 1 (A. Cofta-Broniewska and team, Uniwersytet, Poznań) revealed 
several dozens of hearths, pits and huts, a set of indust r ia l features on the per iphery 
of the site, timber construction of a bridgehead and of the revetmet of the wa te r s ide 
as well as an additional r a m p a r t with a moat to the N of the earthwork. 

Among the sites explored, the fortified ones which were founded be fore the 
10th cent, and continued to be used in the next phase, fo rm a relatively large group. 
The stronghold at Myślibórz (2), Gorzów province (B. Bojanowski, Myśliborskie T o w a -
rzystwo Społeczno-Kulturalne, Myślibórz) which funct ioned from the close of t h e 9th 
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Map showing important archaeological sites of the Early Medieval Age, investigated 
in 1978. Numbers of the points on the m a p correspond to t h e n u m b e r s af ter the place-

-names in text 

to early 12 th cent., yielded a stone facing of the lower par t of the inner side of the 
rampart, benea th which a dog skull came to light (foundation offering?); the re-
maining discoveries included a hearth, a pit with walls lined wi th sticks, and a semi-
-subterranean hu t with visible remains of a gable roof which had caved in; the later 
phase is documented by numerous f inds such as a neckring of bronze wire, silver 
temple-rings, buckles, a bone comb, 2 sickles. Two phases of construction 
were recorded at the stronghold at Moraczewo (7), Poznań province, site il (C. Strzy-
żewski, Z. Sułczyński, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Poznań). The older stronghold, which 
was smaller in size, was built in the 8th-8th/9th cent, (stone forewall at the foot 
of the rampar t , a post-building, 12X8.5 m, in the central par t of the enclosure); the 
younger stronghold of the 10th to 10th/11th cent., extended in t he eastern part, was 
destroyed by f i r e (burnt constructions of the rampart and of an overground building, 
14.1X10.5 m in the western part). At Czerchów (15), Łódź province, site 1 (A. Chmie-
lowska, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, Łódź) the defensive constructions 
of the stronghold dating from the 9th to 11th cent. were revea led : t he rampart , 12 m 
wide at the base, and with a timber forewall on the inner slope of the moat, was 
built of crossed logs on the inside, and probably of boxes and crossed logs on the 
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outside, whereas its upper pa r t may have consisted of wooden boxes filled wi th 
stones; post-holes (traces of buildings?) came to light within the enclosure, a t the 
foot of the rampart ; the finds included numerous potsherds, animal bones, iron objects 
(a bit, f ragment of a small bowl). In the province of Przemyśl two upland s t rong-
holds continued to be excavated, namely Tuligłowy (24) (M. Cabalska, Uniwersytet 
Jagielloński, Kraków) where t he later settlement phase (10th-11th cent.) was do-
cumented by a fur ther 3 hu ts (total 16), 5X5 m in size, with the entrance in the 
S wall, and hearths in the opposite corner, and the earl ier phase (8th-9th ? cent.), by 
traces of a second building; and Wybrzeże (23) (M. Parczewski, Uniwersytet Jagiel loń-
ski, Kraków) where a semi-subterranean hut, 4.9X4.4 m in size, with a passage on 
the S side and remains of a s tone oven in the NE corner (9th ?) 10th-12th cent., was 
uncovered. A stronghold and a castle of the 11th-14th cent. were again explored at 
Sieradz (26), Castle Hill site (U. Perlikowska-Puszkarska, Pracownie Konserwacj i 
Zabytków, Warszawa). The investigations comprised t he S and SE part of the hill 
(4 burn t down block houses, 12th cent.), and the outer slopes of the ramparts , the 
older dat ing from the 2nd half of the 12th to 13th cent., and the younger f r o m the 
2nd half of the 13th to early 14th cent. 

Only a small group of open settlements from the early phases of the Early Me-
dieval period were examined in 1978. Two of these should be mentioned: Barkowice 
(17), P io t rków Trybunalski province, site 1 (M. Góra, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etno-
graficzne, Łódź) — continued excavations of a set t lement of the 6th (?)-9th cent., 
si tuated on a promontory cut off by a ditch; across the ditch ran a pass, 2 m wide, 
by which the shut off part of the promontory could have been reached; and Polano-
wice (10), Bydgoszcz province, site 3 (B. Dzieduszycka, Instytut Historii Ku l tu ry 
Mater ia lne j PAN, Poznań): 3 f ea tu res of the 7th and 9th cent. At Gniezno (8), Poznań 
province, site 5 (P. Świątkiewicz, P. Kieszkowski, Muzeum, Gniezno) two super impo-
sed sett lements were explored: assumed suburbium II , 9th-11th cent, (remains of 
a construction of closely lying boards) and an open sett lement, 11th-13th cent, ( f rag-
ments of 2 timber-paved streets , 3 houses and associated buildings, a clay-stone 
hear th , a domed oven of stone; among small f inds was a pair of compasses [?] of 
bone). The later phases of the Early Medieval period a r e represented by two set t le-
ments: Warszawa-Wilanów (18), site 13 (H. Młynarczyk, Pracownie Konserwacji Za-
bytków, Warszawa) where the extent of a settlement of the 11th/12th-13th cent., buil t 
on a near -oval plan, has been defined and a fur ther 15 features {dwelling and d o m e -
stic pits) came to light; and Wylazłów (14), Sieradz province, site 4 (R. Rogosz, E. Cno-
tliwy, Pracownie Konserwacji Zabytków, Szczecin): semi-subterranean huts, 2.5X3.5 
m, open hearths, 11th-12th cent . 

Of the investigations of p re - and early Romanesque architecture of major impor -
tance a re those conducted in Kraków (21) on Wawel Hill (M. Szewczyk, W. Szmukier , 
Kierownictwo Odnowienia Z a m k u Królewskiego, Kraków-Wawel). The explorat ion of 
the SW par t of the hill, s tar ted in 1977, has led to the discovery of a rotunda (inside 
d iameter abt. 8 m) with an apsis on the E side, erected in the 11th cent., destroyed 
a t the latest in early 14th cent.; overground walls (1.1-1.3 m wide) built in t he opus 
emplectum technique, faced wi th sandstone ashlars; in the W side foundat ions of 
2 wall pillars (a gallery?) and of a ground wall along t he chord of the nave (the wall 
had destroyed a tomb); in t h e E part, in the rod-screen, the stipes of an a l t a r of 
sandstone slabs; in the destruct ion layer a shaft of a small column with a capi tal 
(or base). The investigations of the Benedictine monas te ry at Lubiń (12), Leszno pro-
vince (Z. Kurnatowska, H. Mamzer, Instytut Histori i Kultury Materialnej PAN, 
Poznań) revealed relics of buildings f rom various phases of its existence int al. a cube-
- faced wall of the southern apsis (?) of a Romanesque church and late Romanesque 
fea tu res which included f r a g m e n t of a monastic building and extremely solid foun-
dations presumedly of a defensive wall. 
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Cremation cemeteries are represented by a barrow of the 11th cent., with a dis-
persed cremation burial and a secondary inhumation, explored at Drohiczyn (19), Bia-
łystok province (K. Chilmon, Konserwator Zabytków Archeologicznych, Białystok) 
and by an assumed (empty?) barrow of the 10th-11th cent. (?) at Buczek (3), Koszalin 
province, site 13 (H. Machajewski, A. Sikorski, Uniwersytet, Poznań). Of the inhuma-
tion cemeteries, the following merit attention: Cedynia (J), Szczecin province (H. Ma-
linowska-Łazarczyk, A. Porzeziński, Konserwator Zabytków Archeologicznych, Szcze-
cin) where site 2 yielded a fur ther 54 graves of the 10th-14th cent, (among the grave-
-goods was a „falsified" [silvered copper] denarius of Bogusław I of the 12th cent.) 
and site 2a (another, new discovered cemetery) produced 16 inhumations of the 
11th-12th cent., furnished int. al. with wooden buckets, an iron spur, an Easter egg 
of clay, a f inger-r ing and a necklace of bronze; Ostrów Lednicki (6), Poznań province 
(J. Łomnicki and team, Muzeum Pierwszych Piastów, Lednica) — the investigations 
conducted on the edge of the complex of pre-Romanesque stone buildings comprised 
timber constructions of the ramparts of the 9th/10th and 10th/11th cent., habitation 
layers of the 10th/11th to 13th cent., and a superimposed churchyard which yielded 
32 burials in coffins and stone-settings; the burials, which intersected the habitation 
layers, occurred at three levels, and were poorly furnished; Smolugi (20), Białystok 
province (L. Rauhut , Państwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) — continued 
exploration of a cemetery of the 12th-13th cent., has shown tha t the coffins, placed 
on the pr imary surface of the ground, were surrounded by stones and covered with 
3 to 5 layers of stone pavement; rich grave goods included batt le-axes, spearheads, 
„strike-a-lights", finger-rings, glass beads; Janowice (22), Kielce province (J. and 
A. Krauss, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Krakov/) — discovery of a cemetery not associa-
ted with a church, which yielded 9 burials with heads to the W and E, one with 
a vessel of the 11th cent.; Przemyśl (25), Rycerska street (S. Koperski, Muzeum Okrę-
gowe, Przemyśl) — a fu r the r 4 graves uncovered in an Old Magyar cemetery of the 
10th cent., 2 adul ts without any grave-goods, and 2 containing only children's teeth 
and clay vessels. Reconnaissance investigations of a group of enigmatic barrows with 
stone capping were concluded at Pudliszki (13), Leszno province, site 6 (A. Prinke, 
Muzeum Archeologiczne, Poznań); 2 barrows explored there in 1977 contained over 
10 complete or incomplete skeletons each, oriented to the W and E, and equipped 
with wooden buckets and knives (11th? cent.): 2 barrows examined in 1978 contained 
neither burials nor grave goods. 
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