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GENERAL WORKS1
Fortyfikacje Gdańska (Gdańsk’s Fortifications), ed. G rzegorz B u k a l ,  
G dańsk  2006, Nadbałtyckie C entrum  Kultury, 235 pp., ills.

The volum e contains m ateria ls from a session  held in G dańsk  from May 27 to 30,
2004. The session, w hich d iscussed  the  fortifications of G dańsk, w as organised 
by th e  Baltic C entre of C ulture, the D epartm ent of A rchitecture of G dańsk  
E ngineering College an d  the  G dańsk  S ta te  Archives. The publication  h a s  two 
p a rts . The first, en titled  History, com prises papers on the h istorical aspect of 
fortifications. It opens w ith a  text by Bogusław D y b a ś  who analyses the 
re la tionsh ip  betw een G dańsk  an d  the P o lish-L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth an d  the 
im portance of the G dańsk  fortress for the entire sta te . The o ther stud ies in th is 
p a r t of the book describe the a rch itec tu re  of the city’s fortifications from the early 
m odem  period to the  la te st tim es (Grzegorz B u k a l, Igor S t r z o k ,  M arcin 
D u d e k ) .  M aria L e w i c k a ’s s tudy  show s how the  defensive a rch itec tu re  of 
G dańsk  influenced the  fortifications bu ilt in Wrocław. Antoni C h o d y ń s k i  
analyses the defensive capacity  of the G dańsk  fortress, an d  J a k u b  S z c z e p a ń s 
k i  d iscusses the im portance of the  w ater system  for the  defence of the city. 
E dm und  K i z i k w rites ab o u t the  propaganda effects of fortifications, tak ing  the 
W isłoujście (Vistula estuary) fortress as an  example. Mieczysław A b r a m o w i c z  
deals w ith the mythological and  propaganda aspec ts of som e events connected  
w ith the  G dańsk fortress.

The second p a rt of the  book, entitled  Historical Fortifications in a Contempo
rary City, con tains texts by Piotr M o l s k i ,  Lucyna N y k a ,  Grzegorz S u l i k o 
w s k i  an d  Bogna L i p i ń s k a .  (MB)

Ja n u s z  Son d el , Zawsze wiemy. Uniwersytet Jagielloński a Kościół R zym 
skokatolicki (Forever Faithful. The Jagiellonian University and the Roman 
Catholic Church), Kraków 2006, Wyd. U niw ersytetu Jagiellońskiego, 565 pp., 
bibl., index of persons, ills.

T his is an  extensive syn thesis  p resen ting  the history  of the  Jagiellonian  University 
from the poin t of view of its a ttitu d e  to the  C hurch  an d  the papacy from the  Middle 
Ages to the pontificate of Jo h n  Paul II. The a u th o r h a s  m ade u se  of a  vast am oun t 
of p rin ted  sources an d  the rich lite ra tu re  on th is sub ject. In eight ch ap te rs  he 
p resen ts: the role of the  Catholic C hurch  in the life of universities, the popes’ 
a ttitu d e  to Poland and  in particu la r to Cracow University, the  po rtra its  of Cracow 
b ishops who were p a tro n s of the  University, p rom inen t theologians and  canonic 
lawyers connected  w ith Cracow U niversity th ro u g h o u t the  ages, relations betw een 
the  University and  m onastic o rders, as well a s  the sa in ts  and  the b lessed who 
were descended from the  University staff. (MB)

1 A uthors of abstrac ts : Ja cek  Adamczyk (JA), M aria Bogucka (MB), Dorota Dukwicz (DD), 
D ariusz Ja ro sz  (DJ), Krzysztof K osiński (KK), Olga Linkiewicz (OL), M agdalena M icińska (MM), 
Maciej P taszyński (MP).
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MIDDLE AGES
U rszula B o r k o w s k a  OSU, Edukacja Jagiellonów (The Education o f the 
Jagiellons), “Roczniki H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. LXXI, 2005, pp. 99 -119 , 
sum . in G erm an.

The au th o r  d iscusses three stages in the  education  of boys from th e  Jagiellon ian  
dynasty . Until the  boys were six years old, they rem ained in th e  care of the ir 
m other an d  specially selected nann ies , learning the  u se  of the Polish language 
an d  the basic prayers. Then, un til the  age of 14-18, they underw en t a school 
education  in  the course of w hich they learned to read, write and  co u n t as well as 
rhetoric , philosophy, theology, history, n a tu ra l science, foreign languages (Latin, 
G erm an, from the 16th cen tury  also Italian) and  m usic. The tu ition  w as d irected 
by edu ca to rs  who were usually  selected from am ong professors of the Cracow 
Academy (the only exception w as the g reat h is to rian  J a n  D ł u g o s z ) .  The 
education  w as based  on the experience of the teachers  and  m em bers of the 
dynasty  an d  on hum anistic  Italian models. D uring the  school years, stew ards of 
noble origin ta u g h t the  boys how to use  all k inds of w eapons an d  com m and the 
arm y. D uring the th ird  stage the k ings’ sons accom panied the ir fa ther in h is 
jo u rneys across the country, partic ipa ted  in the  adm in istra tion  of ju s tice , took 
p a rt in the  m eetings of noblem en, and  worked in the royal chancellery in order 
to learn  how to govern the country.

Less is know n abou t the education  of girls. The royal correspondence th a t 
h a s  survived indicates th a t k ings’ daugh ters  could write Polish well, were tau g h t 
religion, sew ing an d  em broidery an d  were in terested  in cu ltu re . M uch m ore is 
know n ab o u t Sophie, S igism und A ugustu s’ sister, duchess of B runsw ick, who 
w as a  well know n collectioner of pain tings, a rra ses  and  books. (JA)

R om an C z a j a ,  M arian D y g o, Sławomir Ga w l a s ,  Grzegorz M y ś l i w s k i ,  
Krzysztof O ż ó g, Ziemie polskie wobec zachodu. Studia nad rozwojem śred
niowiecznej Europy (The Polish Lands and the West. Studies on the Develop
ment o f Medieval Europe), ed. Sław om ir Ga w l a s ,  W arszawa 2006, Wydaw
nictwo DiG, 455 pp., 53 ills., 4 tables, sum . and  abridged co n ten ts  in English.

T his is a  collection of stud ies on w hat finally tu rned  ou t to be a failed a ttem p t to 
overcom e the  backw ardness of the Polish territories in com parison w ith th e  m ost 
developed W est E uropean  countries, an  a ttem p t m ade betw een th e  13th an d  the 
beginning of the  16th cen tury . The book opens w ith Sław om ir Ga w l a s ’s article 
Commercialisation as a Mechanism f or Europeanising the Peripheries, with Poland 
as an Example (pp. 25-116). The a u th o r poin ts o u t th a t colonisation on the  basis  
of G erm an law led to the estab lishm en t of large agricu ltu ral-com m ercial u n its  
w hich concen tra ted  on the production and  sale of grain. D uring a period w hen 
endeavours were being m ade to overcome the late medieval ag ricu ltu ra l crisis in 
E urope (1 4 th -1 5 th  centuries), su ch  specialisation  restric ted  the  possibilities of 
selling the  p roducts; th is w as the  reason  why the  p ea san ts  p referred  to p a ss  to 
a n  econom y based  on labour services th an  to pay ren t (money w as h a rd  to get) 
for the  righ t to use  the soil. It w as only in Silesia th a t the res tric tion  of ducal 
fiscalism  an d  the developm ent of non -ag ricu ltu ra l p roduction  (mining, textile 
industry) m ade economic progress possible. M arian D y g o  (East and West: the 
Economy oJ Europe in the 14th and 15th Centuries, pp. 117-194) em phasises th a t 
in  h e r trad e  relations w ith the W est Poland w as an  exporter of the  cheapest and  
leas t-p rocessed  goods (grain, tim ber, simple sem i-fin ished products), lagging in 
th is  respect beh ind  not only Bohemia, Moravia an d  Silesia b u t also beh ind  
H ungary. R om an C z a j a  (The Baltic Zone in European Economy in the 14th and  
15th Centuries, with Stress Laid on Teutonic Prussia, pp. 195-245) says th a t these 
cen tu ries  w itnessed a  drop in th e  range of p roducts sold from th e  Baltic zone to 
the  W est, while the share  of g rain  and  tim ber increased in the zone’s exports. At
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the  sam e time W estern Europe increased  the range of goods sold to the  Baltic 
countries. According to Grzegorz M y ś l i w s k i  (The Sudeten-Carpathian Zone 
and Lwów. The Place of Silesia, Little Poland and Red Ruthenia in the Economy o f 
Western Europe, from  the middle o f the 13th to the early 16th century, pp. 247-319), 
th is  phenom enon w as no t so strongly evident in so u th e rn  Poland an d  the 
neighbouriung  R u then ian  territories, w hich also exported m ineral resources from 
the ir su b -m o u n ta in o u s  regions. The a u th o r points ou t th a t Italian, G erm an and  
N etherlandish  capital played an  im portan t role in the  economic developm ent of 
th a t  region. Krzysztof O żó g (Poland’s Place in Europe’s Intellectual Development 
in the 14th and 15th Centuries, pp. 321-427) em phasises th a t more th a n  20 ,000 
p ersons stud ied  a t Cracow University in 1400-1505, w hich m eans th a t alongside 
V ienna, Cracow w as the g rea test scientific centre in E ast-C en tra l Europe, com 
parab le  to the g reat G erm an universities (Erfurt, Cologne, Leipzig). The signific
ance of Cracow Univeristy declined in 1535-1536, w hen the teaching of G reek 
an d  Hebrew w as aban doned  an d  the University re tu rn ed  to the  teach ing  of 
A r i s tol l e’s philosophy in its Arts D epartm ent. These changes p u t the  U niversity 
ou tside the science and  cu ltu re  of the R enaissance and  tu rn ed  it into a seco n d - 
c lass school. (JA)

Wojciech F a ł k o w s k i ,  Dwuznaczność przekazu rytualnego. Średniowiecz
ne form y komunikowania społecznego (The Ambiguity o f a Ritual. Medieval 
Forms o f Social Communication), “K w artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. 
CXIII, 2006, No 2, pp. 5 -25 , sum . in English.

The a u th o r d iscusses  the  ritua l of falling to one’s knees before the ru ler. He depicts 
how Em nilda dropped to h e r knees before her h u sb an d , B oleslaus the Brave, how 
Polish dignitaries knelt dow n before King B oleslaus (Gallus Anonimus’ Chronicle), 
an d  how St. A dalbert k issed  the  feet of O tto III, w hen the em peror an n o u n ced  he 
would be sen t to evangelise the Slavs (description by A d e m a r  d e  C h a b a n 
n e s ) ;  he speaks ab o u t the  reference to the  kneeling ritua l in  the descrip tion  of 
the  coronation of H ugh C apet ( R i c h e r )  an d  H ugh’s earlier conversation  w ith 
Em m a, s iste r of Rudolf of B urgundy (Rudolf G r a b e r ) ;  ab o u t the reference to the  
ritua l in the descrip tion  of the  cerem ony held w hen H erbert of V erm andois greeted  
C harles the Sim ple (Rufold G r a b e r ) ;  the descrip tion  of Louis the  P ious’ recon 
ciliation w ith Lothair in 839 (N i th ard), an d  the descrip tion  of the hom age paid  
to C harles the Sim ple by Rollo’s N orthm en ( D u d i n  o f  S t .  Q u e n t i n ) .  The 
a u th o r points ou t th a t th e  ritua l h ad  various m eanings, it could be a  request for 
forgiveness, an  expression of g ra titude  (Emnilda, St. Adalbert, Lothair), or a  for
m al hom age (H erbert of V erm andois, Rollo). It acqu ired  still o ther m eanings in 
the  chroniclers’ accounts: it could denote an  ideal royal couple ( G a l l u s  A n 
o n i m u s ) ,  em phasise  the  betrayal by H erbert, who after the hom age im prisoned  
the king, it could also ridicule the  suzera in  and  th u s  p u t h is sovereignty in 
question. (JA)

Antoni G ą s i o r o w s k i ,  Pierwsi studenci odnowionego Uniwersytetu Krako
wskiego, 1400/1401 (The First Students o f the Reborn Cracow University, 
1400/1401), “Roczniki H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. LXXI, 2005, pp. 63 -98 , 
four annexes, sum . in G erm an.

This is the first p a rt of a biographical d ictionary of Cracow University s tu d e n ts  
w hich, as the au th o r says on p. 64, shou ld  be b rough t out. The annexes (pp. 75-97) 
con tain  a list of s tu d en ts  adm itted  to the Univeristy in the  1400/1401  academ ic 
year (compiled on the  basis  of the  oldest surviving adm ission  book w hich lists 
206 persons), d a ta  concerning the origin, stud ies an d  la ter careers of these  
persons, the dates w hen they obtained a degree, and  a list of s tu d en ts  from the 
m ain  tow ns of Little Poland (Cracow, Sandom ierz) an d  Silesia (Wrocław, Nysa, 
Głogów, Legnica, Brzeg, Świdnica) who stud ied  a t Prague University, an d  after 
obtaining the  BA degree s ta rted  studying  law a t th a t university. In h is com m ents
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on the m aterials p resen ted  in the annexes, the a u th o r po rtrays the  s tu d e n ts  and  
points out the problem s facing researchers because of a lack of sources and  
in terp re tation  difficulties (the identity  of the  s tu d en ts  varies in the  sources). W hat 
is su rp ris ing  is the  low percentage of s tu d en ts  who com pleted the ir stud ies (9.3% 
of the  group in question, com pared w ith over 20% in the  whole of the 15th 
century). According to the a u th o r th is m ay have been due to the  fact th a t a t the 
beginning of the 15th cen tu ry  Polish society did no t yet u n d e rs ta n d  the  im port
ance of university  stud ies. (JA)

M ateusz Gol iński, Wrocławskie spisy zastawów, długów i mienia żydo
wskiego z  1453 roku. Studium z  historii kredytu i kultury materialnej (Lists of  
Pawn Tickets, Bills o f Debt and Records o f Jewish Property, Issued in Wrocław  
in 1453. A Study in the History o f Credits and Material Culture), Wrocław
2006, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Wrocławskiego, series: Acta U niversitatis 
W ratislaviensis, No 2852, H istoria CLXXIII, 272 + 2 u npag ina ted  pp., 7 
tables, index of p rsons and  local nam es, index of sub jec ts, sum . in English.

The book com prises four docum ents from the M unicipal Archives of Wrocław. 
They were issued  during  the persecu tion  of Jew s in Silesia in 1453, w hen the 
Jew s were expelled from the tow ns of the  region and  the ir property  w as confis
cated. The following are the docum ents m entioned by the  au thor: a  list of valuable 
objects paw ned w ith the  Jew s of Wrocław, a  list of valuable objects found in  their 
hom es, a  list of bills of debt found in th e  hom es of Wrocław Jew s, and  a lis t of 
bills of debt found in the hom es of the Jew s of Św idnica, Strzegoń, Jaw ór and  
Lwówek. The au th o r d iscusses the circum stances in w hich the  docum ents were 
issued  (C hapter I, pp. 7-22), p resen ts  the ir scholarly edition  (C hapter IV, pp. 
145-235) and  analyses their con ten t from the poin t of view of the  h istory  of credits 
in late-m edieval Silesia (C hapter II, pp. 23-76) and  from th e  po in t of view of the 
h istory  of m aterial cu ltu re  (C hapter III, pp. 77-145). (JA)

Paweł G o ł d y n ,  Ukamienowanie i rozszarpanie w  polskiej wczesnośred
niowiecznej praktyce karnej (Stoning and Tearing to Pieces in Polish Early 
Medieval Penal Practice), “Czasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. 
LVIII, 2006, No 2, pp. 127-133.

The article deals m ainly w ith penal practice in Poland in the  1 0 th -1 3 th  cen turies, 
a lthough  the a u th o r also refers to sources concerning R u then ia , territo ries on the 
Elbe and  P russia . He po in ts ou t th a t the p u n ish m en ts  m entioned  in the  title were 
no t carried  ou t by executioners b u t by m obs gathered  a t random . According to 
Gołdyn, these pu n ish m en ts  were p ractised  before the  s ta te  ap p a ra tu s , royal 
adm in is tra tion  of ju stice , and  the post of executioner were estab lished . They were 
m eted ou t by tribal societies, and  the fact th a t they were carried  o u t by all the 
persons p resen t a t the  scene w as believed to protect the  perpetra to rs from 
a revenge on the p a rt of the executed m a n ’s family. From the 10th cen tu ry  such  
p u n ish m en ts  were carried  ou t on the  ru le r’s order. They were m eted o u t u n til the 
12th century. Later sources do not m ention  them  a t all, a lthough  ston ing  w as 
referred to in the 13th century, in The Oldest Collection o f Polish Laws. (JA)

Zofia K o z ł o w s k a - B u d k o w a ,  Repertorium polskich dokumentów doby 
piastowskiej (Register o f Polish Documents o f the Piast Period), In s ta lm en t No 
1: Up to the end o f the 12th century, Kraków 2006, Towarzystwo Naukowe 
“Societas V istu lana”, 237 pp., index of persons, place n am es an d  au tho rs .

This is a new edition of a fundam ental work w hich w as first pub lished  in 1937. 
The book contains inform ation on all docum ents, le tte rs an d  no tes w hich, in the 
a u th o r’s opinion, have the charac te ristics of docum ents an d  concern  Poland’s 
history. They were issued  betw een 975 or 985, the date  of the  o ldest docum ent, 
an d  the end of the 12 th  century. In addition  to original docum ents, the  publication  
also includes fakes, if they were draw n up  in the  Middle Ages. It con tains
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descrip tions of a total of 153 sources: the ir sum m aries in Polish, inform ation on 
th e  p laces w here the  texts are kept or w here they were tran sfe rred  to (if a  docu
m en t is know n only because  it is m entioned in o ther sources), editions of full 
d ocum ents and  the ir registers, an d  also rem arks on the charac te ris tics  of 
individual docum ents and  on scientific d iscussions on th is  sub ject. In the Preface 
to the  new edition Bożena W y r o z u m s k a  w rites ab o u t the docum ents found 
after 1937, th a t is: 16 docum ents, references to one or two m ore, an d  an  original 
unknow n to K ozłowska-Budkowa. The preface also includes references to the 
lite ra tu re  on th is subject. (JA)

Paweł K r a s ,  Ad abolendam diversarum haeresium pravitatem. System  
inkwizycyjny w średniowiecznej Europie (Ad abolendam diversarum haere
sium  pravitatem. The Inquisitional System  in Medieval Europe), Lublin 2006, 
W ydawnictwo KUL, 532 pp., 12 ills., 6 tables, indexes of persons and  
geographical nam es, sum . in  English, table of con ten ts also in English.

The a u th o r deals w ith the inquisitional system , th a t is, w ith various m ethods and  
w ays u sed  in Europe to com bat apostasy , from pope L ucius Ill’s bu ll Ad abolen
dam, w hich defined th e  aim s an d  ways of fighting here tics (1184), to the  end of 
the  Middle Ages. He em phasises th a t the  m entality  an d  cu ltu re  of the  in h ab itan ts  
of m edieval Europe did no t perm it a  free d iscussion  on faith; any  d epartu re  from 
th is  ru le w as regarded  as p a rt of God’s un iversal fight ag a in s t S a tan . According 
to th e  au tho r, the  bull m entioned above w as the  C h u rch ’s reaction  to the 
appearance  of m any heresies in the  middle of the  12 th  century , including the well 
o rganised  C atharistic  m ovem ent. K ras em phasises th a t the m ain  aim  of the 
Inquisition  w as to convert the  aposta tes, an d  th a t the  d ea th  penalty  w as applied 
only to persons who refused to aban d o n  heresy. The au th o r d iscu sses  the  legal 
foundations an d  organisational developm ent of the  Inquisition  an d  po in ts ou t th a t 
even though  it w as highly institu tionalised  (it h ad  a  netw ork of papal inquisitors 
all over Europe, w ith the exception of E ngland and  Scandinavia), it never w as 
a uniform , cen tra lised  institu tion . He em phasises th a t  the  Inquisition w as an  
effective way of com bating heresy; the  only exception w as the H ussite  C hu rch  in 
Bohemia, for after bu rn in g  Jo h n  H uss a t th e  s take  an d  after w ars th a t las ted  for 
m any years, the papacy  h ad  finally to recognise the  H ussites in 1436. (JA)

G erard  L a b u d a ,  Podstawy polityczno-prawne kupna Pomorza Gdańskiego 
przez Zakon Krzyżacki od margrabiów brandenburskich w latach 1309-1310 
(The Political and Legal Grounds on which the Teutonic Order Bought Gdańsk 
Pomerania from  the Brandenburgian Margraves in 1309-1310), “Roczniki 
H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. LXXI, 2005, pp. 31 -61 , sum . in  G erm an;

Edw ard R y m a r ,  O prawach Królestwa Niemieckiego i Marchii Brandenbur
skiej do zwierzchnictwa nad całym Pomorzem (The Right o f the German 
Kingdom and the Brandenburg Margraviate to Suzerainty over the Whole of 
Pomerania), ibidem, vol. LXXII, 2006, pp. 7-51 , sum . in G erm an.

Both artic les concern  the legal foundations of B randenbu rg ’s claim  to E aste rn  
Pom erania or, to p u t it more broadly, the g rounds for G erm an ru le rs ’ claim s in 
theM iddle Ages to a p a rt of Polish territories. According to Edw ard Rymar, in 789 
C harlem agne im posed a tribu te  on th e  whole of Pom erania u p  to the  lower V istula; 
the sam e happened  to Silesia w hich, together w ith Bohem ia an d  Moravia, w as 
su b o rd ina ted  to the F ranks w hen they were fighting aga in s t the  Avars in 806. 
Being successo rs to th e  C arolingians, the  G erm an ru le rs  regarded  them selves as 
the sovereign ru le rs of these two regions. Up to the  12th cen tu ry  they executed 
the ir righ ts in  Silesia th rough  the  Polish m onarchs, who were obliged to pay them  
a tribu te  from th a t territory, b u t in Pom erania the  tribu te  w as paid  th rough  Polish, 
D anish  (from 1185) an d  finally th rough  B randenbu rg ian  (from 1231) intercession; 
in 1309-1310  B randenburg  sold its rights to th e  T eutonic O rder. G erard  Labuda
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points ou t th a t there w as no legal and  political continu ity  betw een the  conquests 
of C harlem agne (whose troops did no t go fu rth e r th an  th e  Oder) and  G erm an 
easte rn  expansion in the 10 th -14 th  cen turies. According to th is view, G erm an 
rights to suzerain ty  over (Western) Pom erania go back  to 1181 (when Bogusław  I 
of Pom erania paid hom age to Frederick B arbarossa) while B randenbu rg  acquired  
sovereign righ ts over E aste rn  Pom erania in 1269-1272 (when M ścisław  II paid 
hom age to B randenburg ian  margraves). B ut in fact B randenburg ’s righ ts to 
E aste rn  Pom erania come from 1305, w hen Vaclav III, king of Bohemia, H ungary 
and  Poland, transferred  th is region to the m argraves in exchange for th e  M eissen 
M argraviate which, though  it formally belonged to Bohemia, h ad  been left in paw n 
w ith B randenburg. (JA)

Nie-Słowianie o początkach Słowian (Non- Slavs on the Beginnings o f the 
Slavs), ed. Przem ysław U r b a ń c z y k ,  P oznań-W arszaw a 2006, Poznańskie 
Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Nauk, In s ty tu t Archeologii i Etnologii Polskiej Aka
demii Nauk, 213 pp., 3 ills., 11 m aps, 2 tables, 1 diagram , sum  in English, 
series: Mała B iblioteka PTPN.

The book concerns the period from the  6 th  to the 9 th  cen tu ries . It p resen ts  the 
la test views of non-Slavic researchers on the  beginnings of th e  Slavs. The A ustrian  
h is to rian  W alter P o h l (The Beginnings o f the Slavs. A Few Historical Remarks, 
pp. 11-25) points ou t th a t in the  6 th  cen tu ry  the  Slavs did n o t have a  c lear social 
h ierarchy, they h ad  neither an  hered itary  pow er elite no r slaves. This, a s  well as 
the lack of taxes paid  to the elites, w as, in  h is view, the  reason  why p risoners of 
w ar an d  o ther incom ers were quickly assim ilated  to th e  local com m unities. 
According to the  R om anian archeologist Florin C u r t y  (The Emergence o f the 
Slavs. Return to the Slavic Ethnogenesis, pp .27-55), it m ay have been  the 
Byzantine adm in istra tion  th a t gave the  nam e “Slavs” to all D anub ian  b a rb a rian s  
who h ad  no com m on political s tru c tu res , b u t the  word itself is undoub ted ly  of 
Slavonic origin. The G erm an archeologist S ebastian  B r a t h e r  (The Newcomers’ 
Homogeneity or Differences between the Regions?, pp. 57-87) da tes the  beginning 
of Slavic se ttlem en t in  the  territories betw een th e  E lbe-Saale and  the O der-Lu- 
sa tian  Neisse a t the early 7 th  century , a t the  earliest. He refutes Joach im  
H e r m a n n ’s theory th a t each  wave of m igran ts h a d  a different m aterial cu lture; 
in B ra ther’s opinion th is w as due to the  econom ic and  social developm ent of the 
Slavs, and  partly  also to borrowings from Saxony, Scandinavia  and  th e  F ran k s’ 
s ta te . The B ritish archeologist Paul B r a d f o r d ,  who is w orking in Poland (To 
Know the Unknown. How Can We Practise the Archeology o f the Spread o f Slavonic 
Languages?, pp. 89-131), em phasises th a t the  occurrence of archeological tre a s 
u res  produced by a tribe does no t m ean th a t the  tribe lived there. Przem ysław 
Ur b a ń c z y k  (The Polish Slavic Ties, pp. 133-153) d iscu sses  the h is to ry  of the 
scholarly  d ispu te  carried  ou t in the  19th an d  2 0 th  cen tu ries over the  genesis of 
the Slavs; he suggests th a t the rap id  grow th th a t occurred  in the  territo ries 
inhabited  by Slavs in the 6 th -9 th  cen tu ries m ay have been due to the  large-scale 
assim ilation  of various ethnic groups. (JA)

A neta P i e n i ą d z ,  Tradycja i władza. Królestwo Włoch pod panowaniem  
Karolingów 774-875 (Tradition and Power. The Kingdom o f Italy under the 
Carolingians 774-875), Wrocław 2007, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu W rocła
wskiego, 503 + 13 u n p ag in a ted  pp., index of persons, sum . in English, series: 
Monografie Fundacji n a  Rzecz Nauki Polskiej.

The au th o r d iscusses the changes w hich took place in  the ideology of pow er and  
in the adm inistrative and  social s tru c tu re s  of th e  Kingdom of Italy after it w as 
conquered by the  F ranks in 774. She em phasises th a t a t th a t  tim e the  kingdom  
w as an  area  in w hich the  old (Lombard) an d  the new  (Frankish) legal no rm s as 
well as political and  social in s titu tions coexisted an d  in w hich the Lom bard lords 
reta ined  dom inance a t the  lower echelons of power an d  could m ake a  career in
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royal circles. This w as the resu lt of the policy p u rsu ed  by C harlem agne who, trying 
to w in over the Lom bards, kep t s tress ing  the  continuity  of their s ta te  before and  
after 774, preserved its legal d is tinc tness , gave them  a share  in power, and  even 
crow ned his son Pepin as king of the  Longobardi in 781. W hat helped to preserve 
the  old laws and  in s titu tions w as the fact th a t they were functional an d  th a t som e 
Lom bards were disinclined to adopt foreign m odels. The policy of unifying the 
Ita lian  territories w ith the re s t of the  C arolingian em pire w as, in  the  ideological 
field, in troduced  b  y the E m peror Louis the  Pious after the supp ression  of the 
revolt staged by th e  Italian King, B ernard , in 818. The coexistence of legal and  
in s titu tiona l so lu tions survived un til the  tu rn  of the  9 th  cen tu ry  w hen royal power 
broke down in  Italy and  a  new  social s tru c tu re  b ased  on the  local aristocracy, 
b ishops and  m unicipal com m unes cam e into being. (JA)

Andrzej R a d z i m i ń s k i ,  Kościół w państw ie Zakonu Krzyżackiego w Pru
sach 1243-1525. Organizacja — uposażenie — ustawodawstwo  — ducho
wieństwo  — wierni (The Church in the Teutonic Order’s State in Prussia 
1243-1525. Organisation — Remuneration — Legislation — Clergy — the 
Faithful), M albork 2006, M uzeum  Zamkowe w M alborku, 286 pp., 3 m aps, 
indexes of persons an d  geographical nam es.

According to the  au thor, the  book m arks th e  final stage in  the endeavours to 
syn thesise  the  h isto ry  of the  C hu rch  in  the  Teutonic O rder’s P russia . C hapters 
I—III (pp. 9-95) p resen t the  territorial organ isation  of the P ru ssian  C hurch  an d  the 
re la tionsh ip  of its b ishops and  ch ap te rs  w ith the  O rder’s au thorities. W hat w as 
specific abou t th is re lationsh ip  was, in the  au th o r’s opinion, th a t while the 
P ru ss ian  b ishops were strictly  subo rd ina ted  to the  Order, the  Pom eranian  te rri
tories w hich belonged to the  O rder from 1308 were subo rd inated  to the  Gniezno 
m etropolis, w hich w as independen t of the T eutonic Order. C hapter IV (pp. 97-118) 
d iscu sses the  activity of various religious orders in the  Teutonic O rder’s territories. 
R adzim iński po in ts ou t th a t the  m em bers of the  Teutonic O rder were no t generous 
in founding m onasteries (with the  exception of the ir own convents) an d  th a t the 
w ealth iest abbeys in the ir s ta te , those  in Pom erania, were founded before 1308. 
The a u th o r d iscu sses the  ecclesiastical legislation of the  archb ishops of Riga and  
P ru ssian  b ishops (C hapter V, pp. 119-153), pointing o u t th a t legislative activity 
increased  in the first ha lf of the  15th century . He ch aracterises the P ru ssian  clergy 
(C hapter VI, pp. 155-201) an d  estim ates th a t it num bered  ca 2,400 persons, th a t 
is, 0 .5  per cent of the  coun try ’s population . He says th a t m ost of the  m em bers of 
th is g roup were P ru ssian  tow nsm en. In the  final chap te r (C hapter VII, p p . 2 0 3 - 
233) R adzim iński d iscusses m anifestations of secu la r religiousness, m ainly on 
the  b as is  of synodal legislation. (JA)

M arek S m o l i ń s k i ,  Caesar et duce Poloniae. Szkice z  dziejów stosunków  
polsko-niemieckich w  drugiej połowie XII wieku, 1146-1191 (Caesar et duce 
Poloniae. Studies in the History of Polish-German Relations in the Second Half 
of the 12th Century, 1146-1191), G dańsk 2006, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu 
G dańskiego, 220 pp.

The book con ta ins six stu d ies  on Polish-G erm an an d  Polish-B ohem ian relations 
from 1146, w hen the G erm an king, C onrad II, invaded Poland to 1191,  w hen 
Mieszko the Old m ade h is  la s t a ttem p t to overthrow  C asim ir the Ju s t . The a u th o r 
po in ts ou t th a t h is to rians, following the  story con tained  in W incenty K a 
d ł u b e k ’s Chronicle, have so far p resen ted  the  struggle for the  Cracow th rone as 
an  event w hich h ad  no connection  w ith the in ternational s itua tion  of Polish 
territories. In fact, the  event w as closely linked w ith the  in ternational situa tion  
th an k s  to the systrem  of a lliances in w hch the  Polish d ukes took part. Sm oliński 
tries to reco n stru c t these  alliances, draw ing a tten tion  to C asim ir the  J u s t ’s links 
w ith th e  M oravian duke C onrad III O tto an d  th rough  him  w ith the  successive 
em perors: Frederick B arbarossa  an d  H enry VI. At th a t tim e Mieszko the  Old w as
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an  ally of Sobieslav II of Prague, B ernard  of Saxony an d  Frederick of Lorraine. 
According to the au thor, the successes of C asim ir’s G erm an and  Bohem ian allies 
enabled him  to drive Mieszko the Old ou t of Cracow in 1177-1181 and  to re ta in  
power un til h is death  in 1194. (JA)

Agnieszka T e t e r y c z - P u z i o ,  Status dzielnicy krakowsko-sandomierskiej 
w XIII wieku /ducatus, terra, provincia, dominium, territorium, distňctus, 
castellania/ (The Status of the Cracow-Sandomierz Region in the 13thCentury 
/ducatus, terra, provincia, dominium, territorium, districtus, castellania/), 
“Czasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. LVIII, 2006, Ns 2, pp. 
135-151.

The a u th o r d iscusses  the n am es given to various p a rts  of Little Poland in  13th 
cen tu ry  docum ents and  in Polish chronicles and  yearbooks from the 12th and  
13th cen turies. According to her, there  were no stric t ru les  governing the u se  of 
these nam es b u t the frequency in w hich each term  w as u sed  reflected the 
territorial s tru c tu re  of Little Poland. Before 1138 the  regions w ith the ir cen tres in 
Cracow and  Sandom ierz were called provinces (provincia). Later on, the region of 
Cracow or the whole C racow -Sandom ierz region w as defined a s  a  duchy  (duca
tus). while the region of Sandom ierz itself w as called dom inium . According to the 
au th o r th is reflected the  h ierarchy  of the two duchies w hich were separa te  b u t 
were usually  governed by the  sam e ru ler who resided in Cracow. In the  second 
half of the 13th cen tu ry  the  term  dominium  w as also given to the  region of Sącz, 
w hich w as governed by K unegunda an d  Gryfina, wives of Little Poland’s ru lers 
and  the ir widows after the  ru le rs’ death . Sm aller territorial u n its  were usually  
called castellania (districtus, castellania, castellatura). Parallel w ith these term s, 
som e areas , from duch ies to single villages, were called terra. (JA)

Tom asz T u rl ejs k i, Viktor M a n d r i k ,  Instytucje i prawo w islandzkich 
sagach z  XII i XIII wieku (Institutions and Law in Icelandic Sagas from  the 
12th and 13th Centuries), “Czasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. 
LVIII, 2006, No 1, pp. 165-182; Włodzimierz G o g ł o z a ,  Ustrój polityczny 
Islandzkiej Wolnej Wspólnoty w  latach 930-1262 (The Political System  o f the 
Free Icelandic Commonwealth in 930-1262), ibidem, No 2, pp. 9-23 , sum . in 
French.

The two articles d iscuss the  political and  jud icial system  of Iceland from its 
colonisation to its incorporation  into Norway. The a u th o rs  draw  a tten tion  to the 
m ost characteristic  fea tures of th is system : the collective suprem e au thority  
(Althing); the  election of officials by the  inhab itan ts , irrespective of the  place of 
the ir residence (godich), the fact th a t in the pu n ish m en t system  preference w as 
given to p u n ish m en ts  th a t caused  m aterial ra th e r th a n  personal harm , an d  the 
fact th a t the sen tences were executed by persons who h ad  been harm ed or by 
the ir relatives. Gołgoza em phasises th a t the freedom to elect officials and  a ss is 
ta n ts  who helped to carry ou t the  sen tences im parted  a  com m ercial feature to the 
Icelandic system . The system  broke down due to C hristianisation . A few families 
m onopolised C hurch  dignities an d  the  accom panying profits, an d  having enriched 
them selves, launched  a struggle to gain power over the  country. The political 
destability  caused  by th is struggle forced the Althing to subm it the  country  to 
Norway. T urlińsk i and  M andrik poin t ou t th a t som e researchers  tend  to idealise 
the Icelandic political system  and  p resen t it a s an  alternative to E uropean  
feudalism , ignoring the  specific climatic, n a tu ra l as well a s  socio-econom ic 
conditions of the  island. (JA)

M aria W o j t o w i c z ,  Najstarsze datowane inskrypcje słowiańskie, X-XIII 
wiek (The Oldest Dated Slavonic Inscriptions, 10-13th Centuries), Poznań
2005, W ydawnictwo Naukowe U niw ersytetu im. Adam a Mickiewicza w Po
znaniu , 208 pp., 63 ills., sum . in English and  R ussian .
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The edition p resen ts  p re -1 4 th  cen tu ry  Glagolitic and  Cyrillic inscrip tions which 
a re  e ither dated  or have elem ents w hich m ake it possible to date them  precisely. 
It co n ta in s 31 inscrip tions from the B alkan Pen insu la  and  33 from R uthen ian  
territo ries, p laced m ostly on stones, b u t also on wooden objects (2), a  ceram ic 
vessel ( 1 ), a  silver vessel ( 1 ) an d  a  table cloth ( 1 ). The inform ation explaining each 
inscrip tion  consists  of four parts: 1. inform ation on w hen the  inscrip tion  w as 
found, the  m aterial on w hich it is placed, the size of the inscription, the size of 
le tters, th e  technique u sed  to m ake it, and  w here it is now kept; 2. basic lite ra tu re  
concern ing  the inscription; 3. the text, its translite ra tion  and  a  Polish translation ; 
4. a  com m entary  w ith h isto rical and  linguistic explanations an d  rem arks on 
paleography. The illu s tra tions in the book p resen t facsim iles of the survived 
inscrip tions. (JA)

EARLY MODERN TIMES 
(16th-18th  Centuries)

Akta zjazdów stanów Wielkiego Księstwa Litewskiego (Records of  the Grand 
Duchy o f Lithuania’s Estate Meetings), vol. I: The interregna (1572-1576, 
1586-1587, 1632, 1648, 1696-1697, 1706-1709, 1733-1735, 1763-1764), 
ed. H enryk L u l e w i c z ,  W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo Neriton, In sty tu t 
H istorii PAN, 437 pp., indexes of persons and  geographical nam es.

This first volum e of an  edition w orked ou t by H enryk L u l e w i c z ,  an  expert in 
Po lish -L ithuan ian  re lations in the  16th an d  17th cen turies, con tains records of 
the  G rand  D uchy of L ithuan ia ’s e sta te  m eetings held du ring  n ine interregna. The 
esta te  m eetings were se t u p  spon taneously  w hen the Union of Lublin (1569) 
abolished  the L ithuan ian  Sejm . They were m eetings of sen a to rs  a ttended  by the 
voivodes an d  caste llan s of Wilno an d  Troki and  by the  s ta ro s ta  of Sam ogitia, 
persons who also held  the  h ighest m inisterial posts; m eetings of e sta tes  in which, 
in add ition  to the sena to rs , also L ithuan ian  noblem en took part, and  the d ietines 
of Wilno, a ttended  by noblem en from five d is tric ts  of the  Wilno pala tina te . The 
esta te  m eetings were the  m ost frequent form of ga therings and  are  b est do
cum en ted  in the  book.

Almost 80 per cen t of th e  docum ents in the  book concern  the  m eetings held 
du ring  the  first interregna a t  the  end of the  16th cen tu ry  (295 pages are devoted 
to the years 1574-76 an d  1586-1587). They illu stra te  the  extremely in teresting  
developm ent of new  form s of parliam en tarian ism  in  the G rand D uchy of L ithu
an ia , including th e  form ation of the  Wilno convocation. They also show  the 
L ithuan ian  nobility’s role in  shap ing  political life of the  P o lish-L ithuanian  Com
m onw ealth.

The publication  con ta in s correspondence, reso lu tions of dietines, in s tru c 
tions, p roclam ations an d  o th e r docum ents referring to the  m eetings an d  their 
work. The sources are pub lished  in the  language of the  original, Polish, R u then ian  
or Latin. The editor h a s  carried  o u t research  in  the archives and  libraries of 
W arsaw  (Central Archives of H istorical Records, N ational Library, Library of 
W arsaw  University), V ilnius (Library of V ilnius University), Wrocław (the O ssoliń
ski N ational Library), Cracow, in the Kórn ik b ran ch  of the  Polish Academy of 
Sciences’ library, an d  also in H aus-, Hof- u n d  S taa tsa rch iv  in Vienna.

The publication  h a s  been  edited w ith g reat care and  scrupulosity : all 
docum ents are equipped w ith basic  inform ation on the  provenance of the  original, 
the  available copies, earlier editions and  lite ra tu re  an d  also w ith footnotes w hich 
inform  readers of differences betw een individual copies an d  editions. (MP)

U rszula A u g u s t y n i a k ,  Siedziby sejmowe litewskiego magnata w War
szaw ie w  1. połowie XVII wieku (A Lithuanian Magnate’s Headquarters in 
Warsaw during Sejm Sessions in the First Half o f the 17th Century), “Rocznik 
W arszaw ski” (Warszawa), vol. 34, 2006, pp. 35 -56 .
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The article deals w ith the problem s faced by Sejm deputies w hen they a tten d ed  
parliam entary  sessions in W arsaw. T aking as a n  exam ple Krzysztof Radziwiłł’s 
participation  in parliam entary  debates (1585-1640), the  au th o r depicts the 
financial and  logistical problem s w hich confronted the  m agnates an d  noblem en 
disfavoured by the king.

On the basis of correspondence an d  bills, A ugustyniak describes in detail 
a  L ithuan ian  m agnate’s difficulties in finding accom m odation during  a Sejm 
session, even though  u n d er the  constitu tion  th is w as the du ty  of the  M arshal 
(Speaker) of the  Sejm. The Radziwiłłs h ad  to renovate the ir ru ined  residence in 
W arsaw and  buy  o ther properties to have proper living quarters.

The annexes to the article contain  Krzysztof Radziwiłł’s correspondence 
concerning h is court and  the inns he h ad  to ren t w hen he a ttended  th e  Sejm 
sessions in W arsaw  in 1616 and  1623 as well as the inventory of A leksander 
Ludwik Radziwiłł’s court in W arsaw  in 1633. (MP)

“Barock. G eschichte — L iteratur — K unst” (Warszawa), Deutsch-polnische
Kulturkontakte im 16-18 Jahrhundert, Sondernum m er, 2006, 284 pp., ills.

This special G erm an issue of “B arok” is wholly devoted to P olish-G erm an cu ltu ra l 
con tac ts in the early m odem  era. In an  in troductory  study  J a n  H a r a s i m o w i c z  
w rites th a t in the  16 th -18 th  cen tu ries there  w as an  in teraction  betw een Poland 
and  the G erm an sta te s  in cu ltu re  an d  religious discourse. The rem aining stud ies, 
w ritten  by both  Polish and  G erm an au th o rs  rep resen ting  various disciplines, are  
g rouped round  th ree subjects. Four articles deal w ith P ro testan tism  in  Poland 
and  Germany; the next th ree  d iscuss  elitist cu ltu re , and  the la s t th ree  concern  
the exchange of experience in the cu ltu ra l borderland. The stu d ies  section  is 
supplem ented by two texts w hich review the  s ta te  of research  on th e  R eform ation 
in G erm any and  the re su lts  of research  on P ro testan t ch u rch  m usic, carried  o u t 
by Polish m usicologist since 1989. The volum e also includes source texts. (DD)

Rudolf B i e d e r s t e d t ,  Löhne und Preise in Vorpommern 1500 bis 1627,
Schw erin 2005, T hom as Helms Verlag, 210 pp.

This work by the late Rudolf B i e d e r s t e d t ,  a  h is to rian  who for years h ad  
directed the  m unicipal archives in Greifswald, p resen ts  the  prices and  w ages in 
V orpom m ern in 1500-1627, w hich the a u th o r h ad  collected during  h is  th irty  
years’ archival work (1960-1990).

It is w orth stress ing  th a t the evolution of p rices and  wages is well docum en
ted; the a u th o r exam ines each com m odity an d  each category of w orkers in 
ten -year periods. He frequently m entions different prices even w ithin a  decade, if 
they reflected differences in the  quality of a commodity. The prices have been 
converted into S und ische  m arks an d  schillings.

On the basis  of pub lished  m ateria ls the  a u th o r illu stra tes the changes w hich 
took place in prices an d  wages in Pom erania in the  second half of the  16 th  century , 
stressing  th a t the  prices of cereals rose m ore quickly th a n  those of o ther goods. 
The loss in the p u rchas ing  value of wages affected m ainly unsk illed  w orkers an d  
guild helpm ates, for the  guild m aste rs  usually  also owned land. Inflation w as only 
p a rtly com pensated  by a rise in wages, though  the wages of guild helpm ates rose 
relatively more quickly th a n  the  incom es of m asters .

U nfortunately, for objective reasons, the  au th o r could no t give the sources 
for the m aterial p resen ted  in 227 tab les for th is  would have increased th e  size of 
the publication  several-fold. Moreover, in o rder to p u t survived resources in  o rder 
after World W ar II, m any archival docum ents were m arked  a  new  w hen B iederstedt 
w as collecting h is m aterials.

B iederstedt’s work is very im portan t for researchers in terested  in b o th  p a rts  
of Pom erania, no t only in V orpom m ern from w hich the m aterial comes, a n d  also 
for scholars studying  o ther Baltic regions. (MP)
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R ichard  B u t t e r w i c k ,  Political Discourse o j the Polish Revolution, 1788- 
1 792, “English H istorical Review” (Oxford), vol. CXX: 3, Ju n e  2005, No 487, 
pp. 695-731.

T his is an  article on political cu ltu re . The a u th o r regards the Four Y ears’ Sejm as 
a  struggle  waged by the  tru n ca ted  Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth (after the 
first partition) to regain independence, and  calls it the Polish Revolution. He 
com pares the events in Poland to G ustav  Ill’s coup in Sw eden an d  the  French 
Revolution. B utterw ick focuses on d iscussions pub lished  during  the debates of 
the  Sejm ; he po in ts o u t their m ain  lines an d  analyses the m ost im portan t 
opinions. Several th o u san d  titles w hich can  be regarded as political w ritings were 
pu b lish ed  a t th a t time; they concerned m atte rs  w hich were being d iscussed  by 
the  Sejm : the reform of governm ent, foreign policy, education , religious questions, 
the  s itu a tio n  of the peasan try  an d  tow nspeople. Almost all genres, from poetry to 
parliam en tary  speeches an d  political treatises, were rep resen ted  in th is  P oland- 
orien ted  occasional literature . The au th o r no t only analyses the a rgum ents u sed  
by som e au tho rs, concen trating  on trad itional form s of political writings, b u t also 
exam ines their linguistic form, m aking th e  realities of the Four Years’ Sejm  more 
u n d ers tan d ab le  to the  English reader. (DD)

Mieczysława C h m i e l e w s k a ,  Sejm elekcyjny Michała Korybuta Wiś nio- 
wieckiego 1669 roku (Michael Korybut Wiś niowiecki's Electoral Sejm Held in 
1669), W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo Sejmowe, 287 pp., annex, list of 
depu ties and  senato rs, bibl., ills.

On th e  b asis  of a  w ealth  of docum ents kep t bo th  in Poland and  in the archives 
ab road  (Minsk), the  a u th o r exam ines the  least know n 17th cen tury  free election. 
She s ta r ts  w ith a  description of the  political situa tion  after Jo h n  C asim ir’s 
abdica tion . She d iscusses th e  reso lu tions adopted  by the  pre-convocational 
d ietines and  ou tlines the  debates of the  convocational Sejm  held in 1668. She 
p re sen ts  the political divisions an d  balance of forces in the  Polish-L ithuanian  
C om m onw ealth du ring  the  1668-1669  interregnum, ch aracterises the chief can 
d idates to the Polish th rone  an d  the ir suppo rte rs  as well as the p ropaganda 
cam paign conducted  by them . Less space is devoted to the  p re-election  d ietines 
an d  th e ir  resolutions. The au th o r  th en  d iscusses the electoral Sejm. The book 
p resen ts  an  in teresting  p ictu re  of th e  political struggle for the Polish throne, 
a struggle which ended w ith a n  unexpected  election of a Polish m agnate Michael 
K orybut Wiśniowiecki. (DD)

Ju liu sz  D o m a ń s k i ,  Erazmowe kłopoty z  historią  i biblijne na nie remedium 
(Erasmus’ Troubles with History and the Biblical Remedy), “Odrodzenie 
i Reform acja w Polsce" (Warszawa), 50, 2007, pp. 11-27, sum . in English.

The opposition betw een h isto ry  an d  philosophy is the  poin t from w hich the  au th o r 
s ta r ts  h is reflections on the ir role in E r a s m u s ’ ideas. Philosophy dealt w ith 
general an d  universal th ings while history, w ith accidental, s ingular m atters. The 
a u th o r m akes u se  of the  ideas of P l a t o  and  A r i s t o t l e  to show  th a t the 
trea tm en t of h istory  as a  universal category is connected w ith a cyclic conception 
of tim e and  is opposed to th e  C hris tian  linear concept an d  to the “h isto rical” 
m essage of the Bible. This is why from the  tim e of Ph il o of A lexandria ( P h i l o  
I u d a e u s ) ,  O r i g e n  and  A u g u s t i n e ,  C hris tian  th inkers  tried to tran sla te  
the Biblical narra tio n  into “the  language and  discourse of P latonian  an d  Stoic 
philosophy”.

The tu rn  tow ards h istory  an d  its m easu re  of tim e in the 15th an d  16th 
cen tu ries frequently faced h u m an is ts  w ith m any dilem m as, which were p a rticu 
larly serious in the  case of E rasm us, who w as also a theologian. The au th o r 
develops P. G. B i e t e n h o l z ’s reflections, d ispu ting  som e of h is ideas, and  
p resen ts  E r a s m u s ’ allegorical an d  exemplificative in terp re ta tion  of the  Biblical

http://rcin.org.pl



248 ABSTRACTS

events and  h is ethical, p ractical a ttitude  to history, show ing the ir connection  w ith 
h is conception of person  and  personality. (MP)

Jo la n ta  D w o r z a c z k o w a ,  Konwersja na katolicyzm szlachty ewangelic
kiej wyznania czeskiego w Wielkopolsce w XVI i XVII wieku (The Conversion 
to Catholicism o f the Polish Protestant Nobility o f the Bohemian Denomination 
in Great Poland in the 16th and 17th Centuries), “O drodzenie i Reform acja 
w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50, 2007, pp. 89-100 , sum . in G erm an.

The article deals w ith the Polish P ro testan t nobility’s conversion to C atholicism  
in the 16th and  17th centuries. The a u th o r d iscusses th is la rge-scale  m ovem ent, 
tak ing as an  exam ple the B ohem ian B rethren, a  com m unity w hich, according to 
her estim ates, num bered  som e 299 families a t th a t time.

The re tu rn s  to Catholicism  were due to complex reasons in  the  16th century; 
they were no t caused  by persecu tions, nor did they open the door to a  fu rther 
career. The a u th o r analyses selected exam ples an d  tries to find th e  m otives for 
conversion; she  points ou t th a t since religiously mixed m arriages w ere frequent, 
m any families consisted  of m em bers professing different faiths. The 17 th  cen tu ry  
w itnessed no t only an  increased  p ressu re  on the  p a rt of the  J e su its , w hose schools 
offered an  alternative w hich could no t be rejected in view of the  decline of the 
schools ru n  by the  B ohem ian B rethren, b u t also the  Sw edish invasion  an d  forcible 
conversion. (MP)

A nna Gal l ew icz, «Dworzanin Polski» i jego włoski pierwowzór («The Polish 
Courtier» and Its Italian Prototype), W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo Naukowe 
Sem per, 160 pp., index of persons, sum . in Italian.

The a u th o r com pares Ł ukasz Gór n i c k i ’s Polish Courtier w hich appeared  in 
Cracow in 1566 w ith its Italian prototype penned  by B aldassare  C a s t i g l i o n e  
in 1528. In her concise stu d y  consisting  of six chap te rs  the  au th o r  analyses the 
two works, focusing on the h istorical and  cu ltu ra l conditions in w hich they  were 
w ritten, and  exam ines the narrative fram ew ork of the  two books (their literary  
forms, the  choice of characters, the a rt of conversation), the  u se  of persu asio n  
an d  a rgum enta tion  and  the a u th o rs ’ a ttitude  to the  realities su rro u n d in g  them , 
w hich are  am ply illu stra ted  by the  exam ples and  anecdotes re la ted  in bo th  works. 
Gallewicz’s las t analytical chap te r deals w ith the  role an d  question  of w om en in 
the two books.

The a u th o r show s the Polish tran sla tion  against the  background  of the 
in ternational reception of Il Cortegiano — she d ispu tes  Peter Bu rk e ’s view th a t 
Górnicki w as one of those au th o rs  who found insp ira tion  in C astiglione for their 
own works. In h e r opinion, the  Ita lian’s work w as more th a n  “ju s t  a n  in sp ira tio n ” 
for the Polish hu m an ist, b u t the tran sla tion  he produced  h a s  the  specific form of 
an  “old Polish tran s la tio n ”. The tran sfer of the Italian  original into the  Polish 
realities w as accom panied by a  change of re lationship  betw een th e  protagonists, 
who are  less theatrical and  stylised in the Polish work an d  b e tte r  po rtray  the 
hierarch ic  rela tions and  rivalry betw een them . In adap ting  h is tran s la tio n  to the 
Polish realities and  to the level of h is readers, G órnicki left ou t m any an tique 
references, jokes and  anecdotes. W omen do not take p a rt in conversations in 
Górn icki’s book, though  the  question  of women is the sub jec t of one of its  parts . 
According to the au thor, the differences betw een the two books are due  to the 
lapse of tim e (Górnicki’s work w as w ritten half a  cen tu ry  later) an d  to the “different 
m entality  of the  Poles, people of the N orth”. (MP)

A nna G r z e ś k o w i a k - K r w a w i c z ,  Regina Libertas. Wolność w  polskiej 
myśli politycznej XVIII wieku (Regina Libertas. Freedom in Polish 18th Century 
Political Thought), G dańsk 2006, Wyd. s łow o /ob raz /te ry to ria , 515 pp., index 
of persons.
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This book, w hich deals w ith the h istory  of ideas, is the first a ttem p t in Polish 
h istoriography a t a  syn thesis ing  presen ta tion  of w hat the term  “liberty” m ean t in 
the  18th century. A gainst a  E uropean  background, the  au th o r p resen ts  the 
evolution of the concept in Poland, from the old Polish concept of freedom to the 
liberal idea, and  the d iscussions on liberty in Polish political w ritings. She 
analyses political w ritings, separa ting  political practice from theory, and  show s 
th a t the  18 th  cen tu ry  opinions on the question  of liberty were deeply rooted in 
old Polish thought. C ontrary  to cu rren t opinions, one canno t therefore speak  of 
a  b reak  w ith the S arm atian  trad ition  in th is respect. U nder the  influence of 
E n ligh tenm ent ideas, the Polish concept of freedom gradually  becam e p a rt of the 
E uropean  trad ition  of repub lican  liberty. The a u th o r w rites abou t the sources of 
the  concept of liberty, the dangers it h ad  to face, and  the  du ties it im posed, as 
they were d iscussed  by 18th cen tu ry  w riters. She m akes an  in teresting  s ta tem en t 
saying th a t du ring  th e  K ościuszko Insu rrec tion  the  liberal concept of freedom w as 
abandoned  for it w as though t to be un realisab le  in a country  ruled by foreign 
pow ers, an d  a close link w as re -estab lished  betw een individual liberty and 
political freedom. (DD)

A nna G r z e ś k o w i a k - K r w a w i c z ,  Staropolska koncepcja wolności i je j 
ewolucja w myśli politycznej XVIII w. (The Old. Polish Concept oj Freedom and 
Its Evolution in Political Thought in the 18th Century), “K wartalnik H istorycz
ny” (Warszawa), vol. CXIII, 2006, No 1, pp. 57-83 , sum . in English.

The nobility’s freedom, identified w ith the noble e s ta te ’s privileges, the  danger th is 
freedom w as confronted  w ith and  its defence were one of the m ost im portan t 
problem s for the Polish nobility from the  16th to the  18th century . The republican  
concept of freedom  restric ted  its application to the  persons who, th rough  their 
political privileges, h ad  a sh a re  in governm ent and  could therefore take decisions 
concerning them selves. A part from everyday phraseology, the question  of freedom 
w as d iscussed  in Polish political th ough t from the beginning of the 16th century. 
The a u th o r p resen ts  the  d iscussions held on th is question  during  the reign of 
S tan is lau s A ugustus an d  show s th a t e lem ents of E nligh tenm ent though t an d  the 
concept of freedom  b ased  on n a tu ra l laws perm eated  the  old Polish concept of 
freedom. She analyses the concepts of freedom p resen ted  by su ch  w riters as Józef 
W y b i c k i ,  A ntoni P a w ł o w s k i  an d  Hugo K o ł ł ą t a j  and  show s th a t g rad 
ually political liberty began  to be d is tingu ished  from individual liberty w hich had  
noth ing  to do w ith e sta te  privileges and  partic ipation  in power. (DD)

Stan isław  G r z y b o w s k i ,  Kultura polityczna i społeczna szlachty sando
mierskiej w świetle inskrypcji nagrobnych (The Political and Social Culture of 
Sandomierz Nobility in the Light of Tomb Inscriptions), “Odrodzenie i Refor
m acja w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50, 2007, pp. 75-87, sum . in English.

On the  b asis  of inscrip tions on the tom bs of Sandom ierz noblem en Grzybowski 
tries to fill in  the  gap th a t h a s  so far existed in research  on the  Polish nobility’s 
political cu ltu re  by pointing  to its links w ith social cu ltu re  sensu largo. The au th o r 
show s the developm ent of old Polish ep itaphs w hich were mostly influenced by 
Polish medieval trad ition  an d  only to a sm all extent by G erm an cu ltu re  or by 
Italian and  F rench  ep itaphs.

According to the  au tho r, the  old Polish ep itaphs are akin  to English ones, 
b u t they laid g rea ter s tre ss  on b inding personal pa tte rn s; they frequently em pha
sised a given person ’s place in social hierarchy, esta te  as well as family h ierarchy, 
the family trad ition , education , service a t the royal court or in the arm y. The 
a u th o r h a s  backed h is  theory by coun tless exam ples and  h a s  succeeded in 
depicting the  dynam ic developm ent of the process in the  16th and  17th centuries. 
(MP)
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Piotr G u z o w s k i ,  Warunki gospodarowania chłopów w starostwie san o c
kim w XVI w. (The Conditions in which Peasants Worked in Sanok District in 
the 16th Century), “K w artalnik Historii K ultury M aterialnej” (W arszawa), 54, 
No 1, 2006, pp. 11-24.

The a u th o r exam ines the economic conditions in w hich p easan ts  worked in the 
d is tric t of Sanok  in the 16th cen tu ry  on the b asis  of inform ation from the  d is tric t’s 
three inventories (from the years 1523, 1548 an d  1565). The inventories concern  
27-45  large villages w ith a com parable num ber of farm s. Having analysed the 
changes in the proportion of the  sm allest farm s (up to 0.25 łan, one łan = ca. 20 
hectares), m edium  ones (0 .26-0 .50  łan), farm s w ith an  a rea  of 0 .50  to one łan and  
farm s w ith an  a rea  over one łan as well as the  proportion  of w aste land  the au th o r 
com es to the  conclusion th a t the  a rea  tilled by the  p ea san ts  w as on the whole 
stable. M edium  and  large farm s predom inated  in the  Sanok region, as they did 
in the o th e r p a rts  of Poland.

Guzowski says th a t the ren t paid  by the p ea san ts  in cash  increased  during  
the period u n d e r review. The tr ib u tes  paid  in k ind a s  well a s  the  corvée did not 
differ m u ch  from those in o ther regions, though  the  corvée w as sm aller because  
of the  sm all n u m b er of m anorial farm s in the  region

In the  a u th o r’s view the econom ic s itua tion  of p ea san ts  in the  Sanok  district 
w as stab le  in the 16th cen tu ry  b ecause  the increase in the  cash  ren t w as 
com pensated  by an  increase in the  prices of oa ts an d  rye. (MP)

Ju d ith  Kal ik , Suburban Story: Structure o f Jew ish Communities in Largest 
Royal Cities o f 18th Century Crown Poland, “K wartalnik H istoryczny” (War
szawa), vol. CXIII, 2006, No 2, pp. 47 -74 , sum . in Polish.

On the b asis  of recently  found full records of the  poll tax  paid  by Jew s in 
1717-1764, the a u th o r h a s  supp lem ented  ou r knowledge of the  s tru c tu re s  of 
Jew ish  com m unes in p re -partition  Poland. She concen tra tes on differences 
betw een Jew ish  com m unes in tow ns an d  in the  su b u rb s . W hat w as characteristic  
of the Jew ish  com m unes in the  largest royal cities, w ith the exception of Poznań, 
w as the  existence of independent su b u rb a n  com m unes. In m any cities (Lublin, 
Lwów, Przemyśl) su b u rb an  com m unes existed alongside the city com m une. B ut 
a t the sam e tim e the Jew s of Cracow (Kazimierz) an d  G dańsk  were o rganised  in 
su b u rb a n  com m unes w ithout belonging to the  city com m une. The a u th o r d is
cu sses  W arsaw  separately. She says th a t a lthough  there  were no Jew ish  com 
m unes in W arsaw  an d  its im m ediate su rro u n d in g s before the first partition  of 
Poland, the  tax  records analysed  by her provide in teresting  inform ation on the 
beginnings of Jew ish  se ttlem en t in the  capital. There were probably  two reasons 
for th is exceptional organisation  of Jew ish  com m unes in the largest royal cities: 
on the one hand , the m unicipal self-governm ent w as strong  enough  to keep Jew s 
outside city borders, on the other, influential circles in these cities were in terested  
in having Jew s in the  im m ediate vicinity.

The article is in English. (DD)

M a r i a  K a ł a m a j s k a - S a e e d ,  Barokowa ikonografia rodu Sapiehów na 
tle staropolskich galerii portretowych (The Baroque Iconography o f the Sapie- 
has against the Background o f Old Polish Portrait Galleries), W arszawa 2006, 
In s ty tu t Sztuki Polskiej Akademii Nauk, 287 pp., index of persons, ills.

The sub jec t of the book is the cycle of p o rtra its  com m issioned in 1709 by J a n  
Fryderyk S ap ieha  for the ch u rch  a t Kodyń, a cycle w hich s tan d s  o u t am ong o ther 
family po rtra it galleries. A lthough the  cycle w as occasionally m entioned  in the 
19th cen tu ry , it h ad  not a ttrac ted  re sea rch e rs’ a tten tion  un til the  m iddle of the 
1990s. M aria K ałam ajska-Saeed’s book is the first com prehensive s tudy  of the 
S ap iehas’ gallery.

The book consists  of three p arts . In the first p a rt the au th o r  com pares the 
S ap ieh as’ collection w ith the po rtra it galleries of Polish ru le rs  and  bishops,
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po rtra its  of m onks, founders, sepu lch ra l and  family po rtraits. In her view the 
S ap ieh as’ collection deserves top m arks.

In the second p a rt the  au th o r d iscusses in detail the  genesis and  history  of 
th e  collection against the  background  of the Sap ieha family’s h istory  and  analyses 
th e  cycle. According to her, the old m em bers of the family were p resen ted  on the 
b a s is  of B artosz P a p r o c k i ’s The Nest o f Virtue (1578) and  S tan isław  S a r n i c 
k i's  The Statutes (1594); th is  is why the  p o rtra its  of 1 3 th -15 th  cen tury  figures 
a re  ra th e r ahistorical. At the end  of th is  chap te r the  a u th o r describes o ther 
p resen ta tio n s of family genealogy an d  com pares them  w ith the achievem ents of 
o th e r b ranches of the Sap ieha family an d  the Radziwiłłs. The th ird  p a rt of the 
book is a catalogue contain ing colour reproductions of the portraits, the ir detailed 
descrip tion  and  the au th o r’s com m entary. (MP)

Thom as Kantzow , Pomerania: kronika pomorska z  XVI wieku (Pomerania: 
Pomeranian Chronicle from the 16th Century), vol. 2, tran s la ted  by K. Go łd a ,  
notes by T. B iał e c k i, K. Go łd a ,  and  E. R ym a r ,  Szczecin 2005, Uniwer
sytet Szczeciński In s ty tu t Historii, A rchiw um  Państwowe w Szczecinie, 405 
pp., ills., indexes of persons an d  geographical nam es.

R eaders have now received the final volume of a Polish tran sla tion  of Thom as 
Kantzow ’s chronicle, one of the m ost im portan t sources to the h istory  of W est 
Pom erania in the first ha lf of the 16th century. Thom as Kantzow, a secretary 
a t:  Philip I’s court in W algast in the 1530s, took an  active p a rt in the introduction 
of the  Reform ation in Pom erania.

The tran sla tion  w as based  on the  latest, i.e. High G erm an, edition of the 
Chronicle, w orked o u t by Georg G a e b e l  a t the  beginning of the 20 th  century.

The second volum e of the  Polish tran sla tio n  con ta ins the th ird  and  fourth  
books of Kantzo w ’s Chronicle; a  large p a rt of the publication  deals w ith the rule 
of Bogusław  X and  h is sons, Jerzy  I an d  B arnim  IX, and  Bogusław’s g randson, 
Philip I, the son of Jerzy. These fragm ents of the  C h r o n i c l e  are  very valuable 
for researchers  for Kantzow described the events w hich he him self h ad  w itnessed: 
the  atm osphere  in Pom erania a t the  tu rn  of the  century , the  in troduction  of the 
R eform ation by parliam en t a t Trzebiatowo, the activity of Jo h a n n e s  B ugenhagen, 
an d  th e  first C hurch  inspection.

The book is richly illustrated; it also con ta in s a list of Pom eranian  ru lers and  
a  genealogical table of the  Pom eranian  dukes. (MP)

Sław om ir Kościel a k , Skład osobowy Kolegium Gdańskiego OO Jezuitów, 
XVI-XVIII wiek (The Composition o f the Jesuit Fathers’ Gdańsk College, 
16th-18th Centuries), G dańsk  2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu G dańskie
go, 180 pp., ills., bibl., sum . in G erm an an d  English.

This is a  list of the m em bers of the  J e s u it O rder’s G dańsk  College who were active 
in G dańsk  from 1585 to 1780, th a t is, from the  arrival of K asper Sawicki to the 
adoption in P ru ssia  of the  papal breve liquidating the  order. The book is an  
expanded version of the au th o r’s doctoral thes is pub lished  four years ago which 
dealt w ith the  activity of the Societas Jesu  in G dańsk  from the  m id -16 th  to the 
end of the 18th century . The list com prises 900 n am es w ith sh o rt biographies 
contain ing  basic inform ation on the  place an d  year of each  m em ber’s b irth  and  
death , his activity in the  O rder, the  functions he perform ed in G dańsk, p lu s 
references to sources.

The list is based  on the  an n u a l catalogues (Catalogi breve) w hich in the case 
of G dańsk  are  alm ost com plete for the  years 1590-1774; they are kept in the 
Archivum Romanum Societatis Jesu. The au th o r h a s  also m ade u se  of prin ted  
sou rces and  m any m an u sc rip ts  kept in the  archives of G dańsk  (Archdiocesan 
Archives an d  S tate  Archives), in the  archd iocesan  archives in Włocławek and , to 
a sm aller extent, o ther Polish archives.
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The book h a s  six annexes w ith lists of m onks who are  n o t m entioned in the 
catalogues; of m onks who died in G dańsk  b u t did no t w ork in the  college, m onks 
b o m  in G dańsk  b u t working ou tside the city; Je s u its  who only p assed  th rough  
G dańsk, an d  inspectors, as well a s  form er J e s u its  active after 1780. The pub lica
tion also con ta ins a sho rt dictionary of m onastic functions. (MP)

Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n ,  Polski przekład XX rozdziału czwartej księgi Insti
tutio Christianae religionis Jana Kalwina (The Polish Translation o f the 20th 
Chapter o f the Fourth Book o f John Calvin’s Institutio Christianae religionis), 
“O drodzenie i Reform acja w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50, 2007, pp. 101-113, 
sum . in G erm an.

The article concerns the popularity  of the reform ed, th a t is, Calvinist, c u rren t of 
P ro testan tism  am ong the nobility in  the  Po lish -L ithuan ian  C om m onw ealth in the 
16th an d  17th cen turies The lite ra tu re  dealing w ith th is sub jec t h a s  a ttrib u ted  
th is popu larity  to Calvinist ecclesiology and  the  C alvinist “ideology of freedom ”, 
w hich m u s t have appealed to the Polish and  L ithuan ian  nobility. In view of the 
lack of old Polish tran sla tions an d  editions of C a l v i n ’s works, th is  hypothesis 
is b ased  on w eak foundations. All the  more in teresting  is therefore the  a u th o r’s 
analysis  of a Polish tran sla tion  of fragm ents of Institutio Christianae religionis 
w hich p resen t the possibility of declaring disobedience to the king.

The au th o r p resen ts  h is reflections ag a in s t a  b road E uropean  background. 
He em phasises  th a t the a ttack s m ade by the  J e s u it Piotr S k a r g a  m ay have 
been the  reason  why the tran sla tion  w as pub lished . W hat is strik ing  is th a t the 
tran s la tio n  only expresses the nobility’s dem and  for parliam en tary  contro l over 
the  k ing’s rule. In the  a u th o r’s view th is confirm s the theory th a t the  nobility’s 
political ideas an d  its vision of relations betw een the  citizens an d  the  s ta te  were 
of a specifically Polish character. (MP)

Jaro sław  K u c z e k ,  Kryteria definiujące elitę szlachecką księstw a głogo
wskiego po wojnie trzydziestoletniej, 1648-1741 (The Criteria Defining the 
Noble Elite o f the Głogów Duchy after the Thirty Years’ War, 1648-1741), 
“Ś ląski K wartalnik H istoryczny ’Sobótka’”, (Wrocław), vol. LXI, 2006, No 2, 
p p . 275-289 , sum . in G erm an.

This is yet an o th e r voice in the d iscussion  on the  definition of th e  elite. The a u th o r 
h a s  exam ined the em ergence of the  Herrenstand w ith in  the  noble elite in th e  duchy 
of Głogów from the end of the Middle Ages. M em bership of the  elite depended  on 
a  perso n ’s property and  the  office he held. There w as an  in terdependence betw een 
the noble elite and  the royal court. The Herrenstand expressed th e  in te re sts  of the 
H absburgs in the  duchy  an d  th is is why the  group w as favoured by th e  court. 
This becam e very im portan t after 1648 w hen only im perial g ran ts  an d  tran sfe r of 
landed  property  opened access to m em bersh ip  of the duchy’s elite. It depended 
on the  im perial grace w hich families were to rem ain  in th is group. (DD)

Litwa w epoce Wazów. Prace ofiarowane Henrykowi Wisnerowi w  siedem 
dziesiątą rocznicę urodzin (Lithuania under the Vasas. Studies presented to 
Henryk Wisner on His Seventieth Birthday), ed. by Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n  
an d  Andrzej R a c h u b a ,  W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo Neriton, 440 pp., 
tab u la  g ra tu la to ria , bibl. of Henryk Wi s n e r ’s works, lis t of abbrev.

This volum e of stud ies by au th o rs  from Poland, L ithuania, th e  U nited S tates, 
R ussia  an d  B yelarus h a s  four sections: The State and Its Law, Religious Questions, 
Military Matters and  Art and Culture. The first, m ost extensive section  consists  of 
14 articles on: political h istory  (e.g. V y tau tas’ coup attem p t in 1389), social h istory  
(e.g. everyday life in Vilnius in 1655-1661) an d  the history  of the law, a  sub ject 
w hich is the  m ost am ply represen ted  in th is p a rt (e.g. a  com parison of the  Polish 
a n d  L ithuan ian  legal languages or the  specifically L ithuan ian  legal custom s). The 
section  devoted to religious questions con ta ins four texts, two of w hich concern
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religious m atte rs  in Vilnius, one d iscusses religious coercion in the e sta tes  of the 
Birże line of the  Radziwiłłs, an d  the las t one deals w ith an ti-Jew ish  lite ra tu re  in 
th e  first ha lf of the  17 th  century . The section devoted to m ilitary m atters consists  
of five articles; they d iscuss  the  partic ipation  of the m ilitary in the public life of 
the  G rand  D uchy of L ithuan ia , the prom otion of professional officers of the 
L ithuan ian  arm y, the partic ipation  of Sam ogitian levy in m ass in w ar operations 
in 1648-1667, an d  the m ilitary accessories of the  L ithuan ian  grand  m arsh a l 
Krzysztof D orohostajski. This section also con ta ins a  source text. The section 
devoted to a rt an d  cu ltu re  includes texts on Livonian castles in the w orks of Maciej 
S t r y j o w s k i  and  A leksander G w a g n i n ,  J a n u s z  Radziwiłł’s private book 
collection, the sojourn  of W alenty B a k f a r k ,  a  m usician , in L ithuania, an d  Paweł 
O d e r b o r n ’s 1581 descrip tion  of the  Płock region. (DD)

H enryk Ł o w m i a ń s k i ,  Polityka Jagiellonów (The Policy o f the Jagiellons), 
ed. K. P i e t k i e w i c z ,  2nd  ed., Poznań 2006, W ydawnictwo Poznańskie, 673 
pp., indexes of persons an d  geographical nam es.

This m onum enta l work by H enryk Ł o w m i a ń s k i  (1898-1984), a  p rom inen t 
h is to rian  know n especially for h is  stud ies on the early Middle Ages, h ad  rem ained  
in  m an u sc rip t form un til the 1990s. H enryk Łowm iański h ad  worked a t Wilno 
University before World W ar II and  a t the  University of Poznan after 1945. 
Krzysztof P i e t k i e w i c z ,  the editor and  a u th o r of the  preface, h a s  estab lished  
th a t the m an u sc rip t w as based  on the  lectu res w hich Łowm iański h ad  delivered 
in Wilno b u t th a t it m u s t have been w ritten  betw een 1942 and  1948.

Łow m iański’s syn thesis, w hich covers the entire period of the  Jag iellon ian  
dynasty ’s rule in Poland (1385-1572), is still of g rea t scholarly  value a lthough  so 
m any years have passed  since it w as w ritten. Even though  Poland’s h isto ry  is the 
core of the  book, the  a u th o r h a s  depicted the achievem ents of the Jag iellons 
aga in s t th e  background  of bo th  W estern an d  E aste rn  Europe. The re su lt is th a t 
th e  book is no t only a h istory  of Poland bu t, in view of the  range of the  Jag iellons' 
policy, a  m onograph of the  whole of E as t C entral Europe. The fact th a t w ith in  b u t 
a  few years the  book h as  ru n  into  a second edition testifies to its great h istorical 
value an d  show s th a t it still occupies an  im portan t place in Polish h istoriography. 
(MP)

Materiały źródłowe do dziejów Żydów w księgach grodzkich lubelskich z  doby 
panowania W ładysława IV i Jana Kazimierza Wazów 1633-1669 (Source 
Materials to the History of  Jew s in Lublin Municipal Books from  the Reign o f 
Ladislaus IV and John Casimir o f the Vasa Dynasty, 1633-1669), ed. H enryk 
Gm i t e r e k , Lublin 2006, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Marii C urie-Skłodo- 
wskiej, 252 pp. indexes of persons, geographical n am es an d  sub jec ts, 
d ictionary of old Polish term s, sum . in English, Ju d a ic a  L ublinensia, vol. III.

This is the  th ird  volum e of an  edition presen ting  an  a b u n d a n t m aterial on the 
h istory  of Jew s, contained  in th e  m unicipal books of Lublin; the first two volum es 
w hich were pub lished  in 2001-2003  covered the  years 1669-1733. The pu b lica 
tion p resen ts  all en tries in  w hich Jew s are m entioned in the 82 books w hich have 
survived. The volum e p resen ts  1,205 entries, m ost of them  from 1634-1637, the 
end of the  1650s an d  1660s.

Since Poland’s T ribunal h ad  its sea t in Lublin, the  m unicipal books m ention  
no t only the Jew s who lived n ea r th a t city (though they predom inate  in the 
docum ents), b u t also Jew s from o ther regions of the Po lish-L ithuanian  C om m on
wealth. (MP)

Jerzy  M arian M i c h a l a k ,  Nowe spojrzenie na teatr “elżbietański” w  Gdań
sku  i jego budowniczego (A New Look at the Elizabethan Theatre in Gdańsk 
and Its Constructor), “G dański Rocznik K ulturalny”, 19, G dańsk 2002, pp. 
107-123.
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The article throw s light on the h istory  of the th ea tre  in G dańsk , w hich goes back  
to the beginning of the  17 th  cen tu ry  w hen the “Fencing School” w as bu ilt probably 
in the sq u are  w here the  D om inican Fairs are  held. According to o ther scho lars 
(P. S i m s o n ) it w as construc ted  either in the a rea  of the Schiessgarten  (Schooting 
G arden) or in  Podwale Przedm iejskie S treet (Vorstädtischer Graben). On the basis 
of recently discovered docum ents the  au th o r gives a different version of events, 
p resen ting  n o t only the  construc tion  of the oldest thea tre  bu ild ings in G dańsk  
b u t also the  developm ent of th ea tre  life in the city in the 16th an d  17th cen tu ries 
and  the  influence exerted on it by the  English theatre . (MB)

Jerzy  M i c h a l s k i ,  Początki opozycyjnej działalności Franciszka Ksawerego 
Branickiego (The Beginnings o f Franciszek Ksawery Branicki's Oppositional 
Activity), “K w artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CXIII, 2006, No 2, pp. 
75 -132 , sum . in  English.

On the  b asis  of R ussian , P ru ssian , A ustrian , Saxon, F rench  an d  Polish diplom atic 
sources the  au th o r  p resen ts  the  relationship  betw een King S tan is lau s  A ugustus 
and  F ranciszek Ksawery B ranicki, the m onarch’s friend for m any  years an d  one 
of h is closest co llaborators in 1772-1776. D uring these  years Branicki w as 
gradually  sw itching from collaboration to opposition to the King. From  the middle 
of the  1770s B ranicki who, th an k s  to the king, w as in  1774 prom oted to the  ran k  
of Poland’s G rand  H etm an, m ain tained  close con tac ts w ith Grigory  Potem kin, 
C atherine II’s influential favourite. His friendship w ith Potem kin m ade him  
independen t of S tan is lau s  A ugustus and  enhanced  h is hopes for an  im portan t 
political position  in  the  Com m onwealth. The a u th o r also p resen ts  the  growing 
conflict betw een B ranicki and  the R ussian  am bassado r in W arsaw, O tto M agnus 
von S tackelberg, over the  P erm anent Council w hich w as designed to res tric t the 
pow ers of m in is ters , including those of the H etm an. The article adds im portan t 
new  inform ation to w hat h a s  been know n ab o u t the  C om m onw ealth’s in te rna l 
political h is to ry  an d  P o lish-R ussian  relations in the period of the  first partition . 
(DD)

Jerzy  M i e r n o w s k i ,  Renesansowa literatura jako  rytuał  Zabobony Małgo
rzaty z  Nawarry (Renaissance Literature as a Ritual. The Superstitions of 
Marguerite o f Navarre), “Odrodzenie i Reform acja w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50, 
2007, pp. 28 -41 , pp. 28-41.

In the preface th e  au th o r, referring to Florence D u p o n t ’s concept, p roposes th a t 
a  d istinction  shou ld  be m ade betw een w hat N i e t z s c h e  called h o t and  cool 
cu ltu res. In a provocative way he defines R enaissance as a “w arm ed-up  cu ltu re”, 
pointing  to the  a ttem p ts  m ade by Joach im  D u  B e l l a y ,  M arsilio F i c i n o and  
the  Pleiad poets to revive or w arm -up  an tique culture.

One of those  a ttem pts, m ade by R o n s a r d ,  led to th e  accusa tion  by the 
C alvinists th a t th is  w as a  “hom age to pagan su p erstitio n s”. The au th o r u ses  th is 
case to point o u t th a t it is necessary  to com bine the knowledge of h is to rians, 
an thropologists an d  literary experts in an  analysis of behaviour of a symbolic 
character. As a n  exam ple he p resen ts  an  analysis of the  w orks of M a r g u e r i t e  
d e  N a v a r r e  (1492-1549), s is te r of the F rench king F rancis I, a  Catholic 
insp ired  by the  w ritings of E r a s m u s  of R otterdam  (MP).

Między Lwowem a Wrocławiem. Księga jubileuszow a Profesora Krystyna  
Matwijowskiego (Between Lwów and Wrocław. Professor Krystyn Matwijo- 
w ski's Jubilee Book), ed. by Bogdan R o k  and  Jerzy  Ma r oń, T oruń 2006, 
W ydawnictwo Adam M arszałek, 1204 pp., tab u la  g ra tu la to ria , bibl. of Pro
fessor K rystyn M a t w i j o w s k i ’s works, list of abbrev.

T his extensive work is divided into five parts . The first, en titled  The Church from  
the Beginning o f Christianity to Totalitarianism, consists  of 24 articles, m ost of 
w hich are  detailed  s tu d ies  dealing w ith im portan t figures (e.g. S a in t Gorazd, J a n
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Kiszka, an d  H enryk Gulbinowicz), san c tu a rie s  (the ch u rch  of Lwów D om inicans, 
th e  C hu rch  of St. Peter an d  Paul a t Strzegom), everyday life of the  C hu rch  (funerals 
of clergym en in the first ha lf of the 18 th  century , the residences of Cracow bishops 
in the  17th century) and  o ther sub jects. The second part, en titled  The Middle Ages 
in Poland and the World, com prises six articles. Most of them  concern  social 
h is to ry  an d  chancellery w ork in Polish territories. There are  31 tex ts in the pa rt 
en titled  The Commonwealth and the World —  Culture, Mentality, Politics. Three of 
them  concern  general h isto ry  in the  late 17 th  an d  18 th  cen tu ries (Sweden, P ru ssia  
an d  the  U nited States), the  rem aining ones refer to the P o lish-L ithuanian  
C om m onw ealth , political h isto ry  being the m ost frequently ra ised  subject. The 
n ex t 26 artic les are in the  section  Poland, Germany, Russia from  the 19th to the 
21st Century. The volum e ends w ith the  section  The Army and Society which 
com prises seven articles, m ost of w hich concern  the h istory  of m ilitary service in 
th e  early  m odem  era. (DD)

On the Opposite Sides o f the Baltic Sea. Relations between Scandinavian and
Central European Countries, ed. by J a n  H a r a s i m o w i c z ,  Piotr Oszcza
no w s k i an d  M arcin W i s ł o c k i ,  Wrocław 2006, W ydawnictwo Via Nova,
vols. I-II, 653 pp., indexes of persons and  geographical nam es, ills., tex ts in
English, G erm an an d  Polish, sum m aries in E nglish and  Polish.

This in terd iscip linary  publication  p resen ts  the s ta te  of research  on cu ltu re  in the 
Baltic S ea region in the early m odem  period (from the 16th to the  18th century). 
It co n ta in s  the papers read  a t a  conference w hich w as organised  in Wrocław, 
Je len ia  G óra an d  Karpacz from November 25 th  to 30 th , 2003 on the  initiative of 
the  Polish Society for R esearch into the Reform ation, an d  Wrocław University, in 
associa tion  w ith the  Arts Com m ittee of the  Polish Academy of Sciences an d  the 
Po lish-Sw edish  Society. The conference w as a ttended  by h is to rian s, h is to rian s 
an d  theore tic ians of art, sociologists and  h is to rian s of lite ra tu re  from Poland, 
Sw eden, Norway, D enm ark, Finland, E stonia, Latvia, the Czech Republic, G er
m any, G reat B ritain, France an d  the U nited S ta tes. E ight vast questions were 
d iscussed : I. The Baltic Sea and Baltic S tates in Early Modem Europe (papers by: 
J a n  H a r a s i m o w i c z ,  H enryk S a m s o n o w i c z ,  Sven L i l j a ,  T hom as Da 
C o s t a  K a u f m a n ,  W alter S c h m i t z ,  Angelika M a r s c h ) ;  II. Occupants or 
Defenders? Sw edes in Silesia in the 17th and 18th Century (papers by: Amo 
H e r z i g ,  Piotr O s z c z a n o w s k i ,  Agnieszka S e i d e l - G r z e s i ń s k a ,  Lucyna 
H a r z ,  W acław G o j n i c z e k ,  Agnieszka L e n c z e w s k a ,  Jö rg  D e v e n t e r ,  
Heiko D r o s t e ,  Szymon K az u sek) ;  III. Silesia’s Artistic Connections with the 
Scandinavian States  (papers by: Tom asz T o r b u s ,  K lara K a c z m a r e k ,  Tine 
F r ö s a k e r ,  J a n  W r a b e c ,  A ndrea L a n g e r ,  R om uald N o w a k ,  Adam O r 
g a n i s t y ,  Bogusław  C z e c h o w i c z ,  M ariusz K a r p o w i c z ,  Andrzej K o z i o ł ,  
A rkadiusz M u ł a ,  A nna P t a k - G u s i n ,  R ainer S a c h s ,  U rszula B o ń c z u k -  
D a w i d z i u k); IV. The Baltic Region in the Art o f Early Modem Europe (papers by: 
Kristoffer N e v i l l e ,  Michael N o r t h ,  A leksandra L i p i ń s k a ,  Uwe A l b r e c h t ,  
Hugo J o h a n n s e n ,  K rista Kod r e s , Sabine M ö d e r s h e i m ,  Zygm unt W a ź 
b iń s k i); V. Sw eden and Poland in the 16th-18th Century: Alliances and Conflicts 
(papers by: M aria B o g u c k a ,  U rszula B o r k o w s k a  OSU, Ja c e k  Wij a czka, 
Bogusław  D y b a ś ,  Jerzy  T r z o s k a ,  E dm und  K i z i k ,  S tan isław  H o r o s z k o ,  
R obert B a r t c z a k ) ;  VI. Sweden and Poland in the 16th-18th Century: Art and  
Religion (papers by: Inga Lena Å n g s t r ö m  G r a n d i e n. M ateusz K a p u s t k a ,  
Ja k u b  S i t o ,  S tefan  S a m e r s k i ,  Lidia K w i a t k o w s k a - F r e j l i c h ,  G abriela 
M a j e w s k a ) ;  VII. Death and Burial in the Baltic Region in the 16th- 17th Centuries 
(p a p e rs  by: Birgitte B ø g g i l d  J o h a n n s e n ,  Alicja S a a r - K o z ł o w s k a ,  M ar
cin W i s ł o c k i ) ;  VIII. Scholarly Exchange, Educational Trips and Circulation of 
Ideas (papers by: Sim one G i e s e ,  Krzysztof Migoń, J a n u s z  Mał ł ek, Zbigniew 
P a s e k ) .

This is the  first publication  to show su ch  a vast range of questions referring 
to the  broadly-conceived h isto ry  of cu ltu re  in the Baltic Sea area, a  region w hich
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w as politically and  socially greatly diversified in the storm y 1 6 th -18 th  centuries. 
(MB)

Piotr R e g i e l ,  Działania wojenne w  hrabstwie kłodzkim w czasie II wojny 
śląskiej 1744-1745 (Hostilities in the County o f Kłodzko (Glatz) during the 
Second Silesian War 1744-1745), “Ś ląsk i K w artalnik H istoryczny ’Sobótka’” 
(Wroclaw), vol. LXI, 2006, No 3, pp. 311-338 , sum . in G erm an.

The au th o r h a s  exam ined the hostilities betw een P ru ss ian  an d  A ustrian  troops 
in the county  of Kłodzko (Glatz) du ring  the  second S ilesian  w ar on th e  basis  of 
P ru ssian  an d  A ustrian  archival m ateria ls. D uring the  S ilesian  w ars th e  county  of 
Kłodzko w as always the base from w hich P ru ss ian  troops launched  a tta ck s  in the 
d irection of Prague. The sam e hap p en ed  du rin g  the Second S ilesian  W ar which 
s ta rted  w ith Frederick II’s pre-em ptive a tta ck  on Bohemia. The se tbacks suffered 
during  the a u tu m n  1744 cam paign forced P ru ssia  to w ithdraw  from Bohem ia to 
Silesia w hich in the w inter of 1 7 4 4 /4 5  becam e the a rea  of P ru ssian -A ustrian  
struggles, bo th  countries w anting to gain  the  b es t possible position for an  offensive 
a ttack  in the spring  of 1745. The au th o r  p re sen ts  the A ustrian  siege of the  Kłodzko 
fortress m anned  by a  P ru ssian  unit, an d  th e  February  battle  of Bystrzyca Kłodzka 
(Habelschwerdt), as a resu lt of w hich the  A ustrians h ad  to w ithdraw  from the 
county  of Kłodzko. W hen the  P ru ss ian s  h ad  gained predom inance in th a t area, 
the  county  of Kłodzko rem ained in the  backg round  of w ar opera tions to becom e 
again  a  w ar thea tre  in the m iddle of 1745, especially an  a rea  of successive 
A ustrian  punitive expeditions. (DD)

Tom asz S z w a c i ń s k i ,  Sejmiki poselskie przed konwokacją 1764 r. (The 
Dietines before the 1764 Convocation), “K w artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), 
vol. CXIII, 2006, No 1, pp. 19-56, sum . in  English.

Rivalry betw een two parties dom inated  the  political scene in the  Polish-L ithua- 
n ian  C om m onw ealth after the d ea th  of A ugustus III. O n one side were the 
reform -oriented  su p p o rte rs  of the  C zartoryski family, as well a s  the cam p of Saxon 
republicans from the  old royal party , an d  on the  other, the  m ag n ates’ conservative 
opposition. The two groups confronted each  o ther du ring  th e  cam paign before the 
convocational Sejm w hich w as to determ ine the  question  of the fu tu re  election. 
On the basis  of ex tan t records of 41 d ietines (of the  61 w hich were held), the 
correspondence of party  leaders an d  d iaries, the  au th o r p resen ts  the  cam paign 
w hich w as carried  ou t a t the d ietines all over th e  C om m onw ealth. The balance of 
forces w as more or less even as is proved by the  fact th a t m any  dietines elected 
two se ts  of deputies. Having analysed  th e  in s tru c tio n s given to the deputies, the 
au th o r comes to an  in teresting  conclusion th a t there w as no essen tia l difference 
in the  in structions im posed by the two cam ps: the C zartoryskis’ p lan  for a reform 
of the sta te  w as no t em phasised  in the  in s tru c tio n s while th e  princip les elaborated  
by the Saxon-repub lican  cam p con ta ined  proposals for sm all reform s. The 
Czartoryski family gained a sm all predom inance in the elections b u t th e  decisive 
struggle w as to take place du ring  the  convocation. (DD)

Wojciech T y g iel s ki, Na cóż te koszta i trudy? W jak im  celu w XVII wieku 
wysyłano młodzież szlachecką na zagraniczne studia (What Were All Those 
Costs and Troubles for? Why Were Noblemen’s Sons Sent to S tudy Abroad in 
the 17th Century?), “O drodzenie i Reform acja w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50,
2007, pp. 141-156, sum . in English.

The a u th o r analyses the  in s truc tions w hich noblem en drew  u p  for th e ir children 
w hen they were sending  them  to stu d y  ab road  in the 16th an d  17th cen turies. In 
h is  analysis of th is subject, w hich h a s  recently  been quite intensively researched , 
the a u th o r focuses on w hat m otivated the  p a ren ts  to send  the ir ch ildren  to 
W estern Europe an d  b ear the costs w hich  were several tim es h igher th an
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ed u ca tio n  in Poland. In the p a ren ts ’ view th is w as an  investm ent in their ch ild ren’s 
fu tu re  career though, as the a u th o r em phasises it w as no t indispensable.

C on tra ry  to researchers who have criticised the gradual degeneration  of th is 
k ind  of travels and  the  increasingly limited range of the young m en’s in terests, 
the  a u th o r  points o u t th a t in the  17th cen tu ry  these  travels still played an  
im p o rtan t social role and  show s their evolution: “the  young travellers no longer 
h ad  to  lea rn  the realities in the countries they happened  to be visiting”; th is  role 
w as ta k e n  over by a preceptor or tu to r responsible for the  young m en’s tu ition 
an d  upbring ing  who separa ted  them  from the outside world.

In conclusion  the  au th o r po in ts ou t th a t the political role of friendsh ips and  
ties estab lished  during  foreign trip s h as  no t yet been sufficiently researched. (MP)

P io tr U g n i e w s k i ,  Media i dyplomacja: “Gazette de France” o sejmie roz
biorowym 1773-1775 (Media and Diplomacy: “Gazette de France” on the 
Partition Sejm 1773-1775), W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo Dig, 280 pp., 
su m . in English and  French, bibl., index of persons.

The a u th o r  h as  set u p  new s tan d a rd s  for p ress  research . Having analysed all 
item s w hich  “G azette de F rance” pub lished  on the  Polish-L ithuanian  Com m on
w ealth  du rin g  the partition  Sejm, he h a s  tried to determ ine the pap er’s sources 
of inform ation. In m ost cases he h a s  succeeded in estab lish ing  the  co rrespondents 
w hose rep o rts  were published  in  the  paper. He h a s  identified the ir political 
o rien ta tion  and  show n th a t the editorial board  followed the  ac tua l political line of 
V ersailles in selecting the item s for publication. A large p a rt of the  inform ation on 
Poland pub lished  in th e  organ of the  F rench m in istry  of foreign affairs w as based  
on rep o rts  of F rench diplom ats residen t in W arsaw. The a u th o r also show s th a t 
King S tan is lau s  A ugustus, th rough  his agents an d  the  D utch  papers inspired  by 
them , h a d  an  influence on w hat w as published  in “G azette de F rance” an d  could 
therefore sw ay public opinion in Europe in h is  favour. T hanks to h is u se  of little 
know n F rench  sources, the  a u th o r h a s  added m any in teresting  details to w hat 
h as  been  know n ab o u t the partition  Sejm. (DD)

G abriela W ą s ,  Kaspar von Schwenckf eld. Myśl i działalność do 1534 roku 
(Kaspar von Schwenckjeld. His Ideas and Activity up to 1534), Wrocław 2005, 
W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu W rocławskiego, 404 pp., ills., index of persons, 
sum . in  English.

The book is devoted to K asper von Schwenckfeld, one of the m ost in teresting  
figures of th e  “radical section” of the  Reform ation, who w as b o m  in 1498 and  died 
in 1561. In six chap te rs  the au th o r  describes the  life and  sp iritua l developm ent 
of Schw enckfeld from 1518 to 1534. She s ta r ts  w ith h is background, the  role he 
played d u rin g  the R eform ation in Silesia, h is  b reak  w ith M artin Luther, his 
d ep a rtu re  from  Silesia and  arrival in S trasbourg , h is  activity du ring  the M arburg 
colloquium , h is criticism  of the A ugsburg Confession, an d  finally h is conflict w ith 
the C hurch  and  clergy in S trasbou rg  an d  his dep artu re  from the  town in 1534.

The book is b ased  m ainly on Schw enckfeld’s w ritings collected in Corpus 
Schwenckfeldianorum  and  also on m ateria ls kep t in  the  S ta te  Archives in  Wrocław. 
This is the  first serious Polish m onograph on Schw enckfeld. The a u th o r objectively 
evaluates th e  role an d  ideas of the S ilesian reform er whom L u ther called a d re
am er and  w hom  later the P ietists regarded as a cham pion of au then tic  piety. She 
em phasises th a t Schw enckfeld’s idea of C hurch  reform w as not a  version of the 
L u theran  reform  b u t h is own individual concept. (MP)

H enryk Wi s n e r ,  Rzeczypospolite szlachty litewskiej. Schyłek wieku XVI — 
pierw sza połowa XVII wieku (The Commonwealths o f the Lithuanian Nobility. 
The E nd o f the 16th Century — the First Half of  the 17th), “Barok. H istoria — 
L ite ra tu ra  — S z tu k a” (W arszawa) X III/1, 2006, No 25, pp. 17-30, sum . in 
English; Przem ysław P. R o m a n i u k ,  Pojęcie “Rzeczpospolita L itew ska”
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w ruchu republikańskim na przełomie XVII i XVIII wieku (The Concept of 
"Lithuanian Republic” at the Turn o f the 17th Century), “B arok” (W arszawa) 
XIII /1, 2006, No 25, pp. 31 -45 , sum . in English.

The articles by Wi s n e r an d  R o m a n i u k  analyse the usage  of the term  
“Com m onw ealth” in the language of the political elites of the G rand  D uchy of 
L ithuania from the end of the 16th cen tu ry  to the beginning of the  18th. Both 
texts have been published  in the  periodical “B arok” in an  issue  devoted to 
P o lish-L ithuanian  relations du ring  the time w hen the two s ta te s  form ed a union . 
In h is analysis of the  term  “the  L ithuan ian  C om m onw ealth” and  “the  C om m on
w ealth of the G rand D uchy of L ithuan ia” W isner po in ts o u t th a t the  trad ition  of 
the L ithuanian  s ta te ’s sovereignty survived the  Union of Brześć. He draw s 
atten tion  to the in teresting  phenom enon of dual citizenship: a L ith u an ian  w as 
a Polish and  also a  L ithuan ian  noblem an, h is m otherland  w as the C om m onw ealth 
and  also the G rand D uchy of L ithuania, b u t not Poland. R om aniuk u n derm ines 
the assertion  th a t the activity conducted  by the L ithuan ian  repub licans a t the  
tu rn  of the 17th cen tury  w as a m anifestation  of sep ara tis t trends. He po in ts ou t 
th a t in their political activity the  republicans did no t p ropagate any  political 
system , no r did they refer to any profound theoretical principles. The concept 
“L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth” w as n o t u sed  in opposition to the Polish C om m on
w ealth. The th rea t of L ithuan ian  separa tism  w as only an  elem ent in  the  diplom atic 
game, the roots of w hich go back to the beginning of the N orthern War, w hen 
Moscow tried to force the C om m onw ealth to jo in  the  an ti-S w ed ish  alliance. (DD)

Henryk W i s n e r ,  Wyznanie w życiu politycznym i społecznym szlachty 
litewskiej. Czasy Zygmunta III (Religious Denomination in the Lithuanian 
Nobility’s Political and Social Life. The Times o f Sigismund III), “O drodzenie 
i Reform acja w Polsce” (Warszawa), 50, 2007, pp, 131-140, sum . in G erm an.

Henryk W isner h a s  u n d ertak en  to exam ine the role of religious denom ination  in 
the political and  social life of the L ithuan ian  nobility in the  late 16th an d  early 
17th centuries. On the basis  of correspondence and  reports on nob lem en’s 
m eetings and  dietines, the a u th o r show s th a t w hatever the ir religious denom ina
tion, the L ithuan ian  noblem en were afraid th a t Poland’s in te rests  m ight gain 
predom inance in L ithuania  and  underm ine  in ternal peace. D espite th e  obvious 
p ressu re  exerted by the  Rom an Catholic and  U niate C hurches, w hich enjoyed the 
king’s support, and  despite the religious tu m u lts  and  d isp u tes  over ch u rch  
property and  buildings, the influence of m agnates an d  non-confessional ties 
betw een a patron  and  h is clients were, in the a u th o r’s opinion, frequently  more 
im portan t th a n  religion in the nobility’s social life. To back  his th eses he  w rites 
abou t m arriages betw een adheren ts  of different fa iths an d  m u tu a l invitations to 
bap tism s, w eddings and  funerals, w hich ignored the  question  of religion. Only 
the A nti-T rin itarians were excluded from th is tolerance w hich w as b ased  on 
m em bership  of the noble esta te . (MP)

M arek W re d e. Ku nowemu centrum Rzeczypospolitej. Stolice króla Stefana  
Batorego (Towards a New Centre of the Commonwealth. King Stephen Bato
ry’s Capitals), “Rocznik W arszaw ski” (Warszawa), vol. 34, 2006, pp. 13-34.

The article concerns the process of em ergence of the C om m onw ealth’s new  centre: 
the gradual transform ation  of W arsaw  into the capital of the s ta te  du ring  th e  reign 
of S tephen  Batory. On the basis  of royal receip ts from the T reasury  Archives, the 
Polish Registry Books and  o ther pub lished  and  archival sources the  au th o r  h a s  
estab lished  the  itinerary  of the royal court.

Batory usually  travelled w ithout h is wife, A nna Jagiellon, an d  h is  g reat 
mobility w as due  to political an d  military reasons. D uring the first period of h is 
reign (up to 1582) he sp en t only 40 per cent of tim e in traditional seats: Cracow, 
W arsaw, Wilno and  Grodno. According to the au thor, Batory sp en t little tim e in 
W arsaw, despite the tow n’s good s itua tion  for the “n o rthern  policy”, restric ting
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him self to the necessary  visits du ring  the Sejm sessions. B ut the visits were 
frequent because  of the tow n’s cen tral situation . In the second period of h is reign 
(from 1583 on) he extended his so journs in h is residences, spending  80 per cent 
of the  time in the four capital cities (Cracow, Wilno, W arsaw  and  Grodno); after 
1584 Grodno assu m ed  the  top ran k  while W arsaw  w as gradually  losing the 
charac te ristics of a royal seat. According to the au tho r, th is  w as due to the k ing’s 
political p lans for an  expansion  to the  E a s t, an d  to the fact th a t W arsaw w as 
occupied  by the k ing’s spouse  A nna Jagiellon.

In the annex  readers will find a list of Batory’s so journs in Grodno, W arsaw, 
Wilno an d  Cracow together w ith source references; the king’s so journs are also 
p resen ted  in the form of a m ap and  a diagram . (MP)

19th CENTURY 
(till 1918)

M aria B a b n i s ,  Życie kulturalne Gdańska w czasach zaboru pruskiego, 
1793-1919. Książka (Cultural Life In Gdańsk under Prussian Rule, 1793- 
1919. T he Book), “G dańsk i Rocznik K ulturalny”, 19, G dańsk  2002, pp. 9-24.

The cu ltu ra l yearbook pub lished  by the G dańsk  Society of the Friends of the  Arts 
h a s  pub lished  an  in teresting  trea tise  on books in the  hom es of the in h ab itan ts  of 
the  city in the 19th and  early 2 0 th  cen turies. Reading hab its  were well developed 
in G dańsk  already in the  early m odem  period. Even during  the difficult years 
d iscussed  by the  au th o r  there were m any private libraries in the city w ith 
coun tless volum es on a wide range of subjects. The a u th o r p resen ts  the  con ten t 
of the  m ost im portan t book collections, e.g. those of M r o n g o w i u s ,  B e r t l i n g ,  
K n i e w e l , and  explains how the  books were u sed  in various k inds of research . 
(MB)

Zenobiusz Michał B e d n a r s k i ,  Polacy na Wydziale Lekarskim Uniwersy
tetu Dorpacko-Jurjewskiego w  latach 1889-1918 i Estońskiego Uniwersytetu 
Narodowego w latach 1919-1940 (Poles at the Medical Faculty o f the Dorpat- 
Yuryevski University in 1889-1914 and at the Estonian National University 
in 1919-1940), O lsztyn 2005, Towarzystwo Naukowe i O środek B adań Na
ukow ych im. W. Kętrzyńskiego w Olsztynie, 223 pp., sum . in English, 
indexes, ills.

D uring the p a s t decade or so Polish h istoriography h a s  been m aking up  the 
a rrea rs  in research  on Polish com m unities in the  p re -1918  R ussian  Empire, 
a rrea rs  w hich were caused  by the  p re-1989  political situation . This also applies 
to Polish s tu d e n t circles in R ussia. B ednarsk i’s la te st book is a  con tinuation  of 
h is earlier w ork Polacy na Wydziale Lekarskim Uniwersytetu Dorpackiego w latach 
1802-1889 (Poles a t the Medical Faculty o f Dorpat University in 1802-1889) which 
w as pub lished  in 2002.

T hroughout the  19th cen tu ry  the  university  a t D orpat (now called T artu , in 
Estonia) w as one of the R ussian  E m pire’s m ost im portan t academ ic schools 
a ttrac ting  Polish s tu d e n ts  no t only from the R ussian  part, b u t also from o ther 
p a rts  of the  divided Poland. This w as due to the  high level of tu ition  a t th a t 
university  an d  the  autonom y w hich th a t academ ic school, s itu a ted  in the  Baltic 
province inhab ited  by G erm ans, enjoyed a t th a t time. Taking advantage of the 
well developed s tu d e n t m ovem ent, the Polish s tu d e n ts  a t D orpat estab lished  close 
ties am ong them selves an d  did not b reak  them  after the final exam inations; they 
were also very active in social work and  in the m ovem ent inspired  by Polish 
asp ira tions to independence.

On th e  basis  of E ston ian  and  Polish sources the  au th o r pa in ts  a  collective 
p ictu re  of Polish m edical s tu d e n ts  a t D orpat University du ring  the period of an  
intensified R ussification of the  Baltic countries; in 1893 the  nam e of the town w as 
changed to Yuryev, an d  so w as the nam e of the un iversity  w hich lost the autonom y
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w hich had  previously d istingu ished  it from o th e r un iversities in the R ussian  
Em pire. B ut the  num ber of Polish s tu d en ts  w as still considerable an d  since the 
university  enjoyed a  high opinion, young Poles (especially from Poland’s easte rn  
borderlands) w ent to study  there even during  the  in terw ar period, despite the  fact 
th a t they  could have stud ied  a t a Polish university. In th e  in troductory  chap te rs 
B ednarsk i p resen ts  the h istory  of the  university  in 1889-1918  an d  various aspec ts  
of the  life of Polish m edical s tu d en ts , b u t the core of the  book consists  of over
1,000 sh o rt biographies of Polish s tu d en ts  who stud ied  a t the m edical faculty of 
D orpat University from 1889 to 1940 w hen E ston ia  w as occupied by the Soviet 
arm y. (MM)

Zdzisław B i e l e ń ,  Zwycięzca spod Żyrzyna. General Michał Heydenreich- 
Kruk, 1831-1886 (The Victor o f the Żyrzyn Battle. General Michał Heydenre- 
ich-Kruk, 1831-1886), Lublin 2006, W ydawnictwo UMCS, 271 pp., ills., 
indexes

This is a  biography of an  em inent general from the  tim e of the J a n u a ry  U prising 
(1863-64), cap ta in  in the  R ussian  arm y, who w as a  m em ber of the  Polish officers’ 
c landestine  circle in S t. Petersburg. In 1863, u n d e r the pseudonym  of Kruk, he 
took com m and of the largest in su rrec tio n ists’ u n it in the so u th -e a s t of the  Polish 
Kingdom, and  on A ugust 8 won a sp ectacu lar victory a t Żyrzyn, w hich allowed 
him  to cap tu re  ca 200,000 roubles from the R ussians. His success  h ad  wide 
repercussions in Polish territories and  abroad. He w as less successfu l in la ter 
b a ttles  an d  w as defeated a t Fajsławice, the g rea test ba ttle  of the  in su rrection , on 
A ugust 24. Next, he set to organise arm ed forces in Galicia and  W est P russia , and  
th en  becam e an  active m em ber of the Polish em igration in Paris. In 1870-1871 
he took p a rt in F rance’s w ar against G erm any as  a  soldier. In 1872 he settled  
down in Galicia and  becam e an  active su p p o rte r of various initiatives w hich were 
to b ring  independence to Poland. Bieleń does no t negate the  im portance of the 
defeat a t Fajsławice w hich destroyed Kruk’s prestige a s  a com m ander, b u t 
em phasises th a t he w as one of those com m anders who rem ained th e  longest at 
a battlefield and, w hat w as the m ost im portant, achieved th e  g rea test m ilitary and  
p ropaganda su ccess of the insurrection . The book is b ased  on archival sources 
kep t in W arsaw  and  Lublin and  on m em oirs from th a t epoch. (MM).

Nikodem B o ń c z a  T o m a s z e w s k i ,  Źródła narodowości. Powstanie i roz
wój polskiej świadomości w drugiej połowie XIX i na początku XX wieku (The 
Sources o f Nationality. The Formation and Development o f Polish National 
Consciousness in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries), Wrocław 2006, 
395 pp., ills., sum . in English, bibl., index of persons, Monografie F undacji 
n a  Rzecz Nauki Polskiej.

The a u th o r’s in ten tion  w as to overcome the  crisis which, in h is opinion, h as  
affected E uropean  research  on the  genesis and  developm ent of na tions since th is 
research  a tta ined  its full grow th u n d er E rnest G el l ne r ,  B enedickt A n d e r s o n  
and  Eric H o b s b a w m .  Tom aszewski h as  re -read  and  re-in te rp re ted  generally 
know n sources (political writings, belles le ttres and  histo rical literature) and , 
paradoxically, links the b irth  of the  Polish na tion  with the  b ir th  of the  national 
consciousness of the individuals, setting  it in the  post-p artitio n  period, th a t is 
the  tim e w hen the problem  of unity, desperately  needed by the  endangered  Polish 
com unity, clearly dom inated  over the question  of individual identity.

The a u th o r bases h is reflections and  conclusions on the  lives of persons, 
a lm ost h is  contem poraries, for whom the choice of na tional option w as ne ith er 
easy no r obvious. The persons he p resen ts  are: A rtur G r o t t g e r  (A rthur von 
Grottger, 1837-1867), a n  em inent Polish d raw er and  p a in te r b rough t up  in 
a cosm opolitan A ustro-H ungarian  (or C roatian)-R ussian  family, au th o r of a cycle 
of draw ings devoted to the  1863 /1864  J a n u a ry  Insurrection , w hich have becom e 
a widely know n icon of Polish irredentism ; Albert v on W i n k l e r  (1838-1918),
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a d escen d an t of a completely G erm anised Polish noble family in Pom erania, who 
in h is youth  wrote poem s in p u re  G erm an b u t following a su dden  act of national 
conversion (com parable to a religious illum ination) recognised he w as Polish and  
u n d e r  the  nam e of Wojciech K ę t r z y ń s k i  becam e one of the m ost p rom inent 
Polish h is to rian s of h is generation; an d  finally the G erm an ph ilosopher Friedrich 
v o n  N i e t z s c h e  (1844-1900) who, probably in defiance of genealogical tru th , 
tended  to look for h is roots in the  Polish noble family of the Nieckis. If Nietzsche 
is regarded today as “a p rophet of m odernity”, says Tomaszewski, “h is (and the 
o th e r two p erso n s’) Polonophilism  indicates th a t the Polish question , identification 
w ith the  Polish national option, is an  im portan t elem ent of m odernity an d  th a t 
na tional consciousness is a p erm an en t pa rt of the m odem  way of th inking. 
Tom aszew ski looks for na tional consciousness, an d  finally finds it, in the  2 0 th  
cen tury , som ew here betw een collective to ta lita rian  th ink ing  and  the u n p reced en 
ted em ancipation  of the  individual. (MM)

Krzysztof B u c h o w s k i ,  Litwomani i polonizatorzy. Mity, wzajemne postrze
ganie i stereotypy w stosunkach polsko-litewskich w pierwszej połowie XX  
wieku (Lithuania Fans and Polonisers. Myths, the Way the Two Nations Saw  
Each Other and Stereotypes in Polish-Lithuanian Relations in the First Half 
of the 20th Century), B iałystok 2006, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu w Białym 
stoku , 469 pp., ills., bibl., sum . in English, index of persons.

The tw enty in terw ar years an d  the period of World W ar II were m arked  by the 
h ighest level of m u tu a l resen tm en t, prejudice an d  enm ity in the h istory  of the 
Poles an d  L ithuan ians, n a tions w hich from the Middle Ages un til the end of the 
18th cen tu ry  were bo th  p a rts  of the Com m onw ealth of the  Two Nations. Buchow 
ski p resen ts  the  grow th and  escalation  of these  feelings on the basis  of sources 
from Polish and  L ithuan ian  archives an d  libraries, pub lished  sources (including 
reports on  Sejm m eetings), m em oirs and  diaries, m any an n u a l se ts  of the press 
of bo th  countries, an d  schoolbooks; th is  im pressive list of sources is s u p 
plem ented  by an  equally extensive list of stu d ies  in Polish, L ithuan ian  and  
English.

The first chap te r d iscu sses  the genesis of m u tu a l stereotypes a t the  tu rn  of 
the  19th century, a  period w hen  m odem  nationalism  an d  the L ithuan ian  national 
m ovem ent were bom . M any Polish irreden tists  w an ted  the  Polish s ta te  to be 
reborn  in  its p re -p artitio n  (1772) frontiers an d  th e  L ithuan ian  asp ira tions took 
them  by su rp rise , b u t since they grew in streng th , the  Poles concluded th a t these  
asp ira tio n s were hostile to Poland’s in terests . This m u tu a l hostility increased  
d uring  the  F irst World W ar an d  in the postw ar period (C hapter II), w hen Poland 
an d  L ithuan ia  dem arcated  the  frontiers of their independen t sta tes. The crow ning 
poin t of th e  increasingly bloody clashes w as reached  w hen Polish troops occupied 
V ilnius in  1920. The events of 1915-1922 determ ined  the  m u tu a l re la tions 
betw een the two coun tries in the  tw enty years before World W ar II (C hapter III). 
The Poles were regarded in L ithuan ia  as insolent “lo rds” who in an  a rrogan t and  
b ru ta l way sough t to hum ilia te  the ir neighbour while in Polish eyes the L ithu 
an ian s  were peasan t-like , stubbo rn , u n ed u ca ted  m en who treacherously  conclu 
ded an  alliance w ith the  G erm ans aga in s t the ir Polish m otherland. The enm ity 
bom  of the  two sides’ sense  of wrong determ ined b ila teral relations betw een the 
two coun tries an d  the ir activities on the in ternational scene. In the  last, fourth , 
ch ap te r the  au th o r  d iscu sses  the m ost painful period in P o lish-L ithuanian  
relations, the period of World W ar II. After h e r defeat in Septem ber 1939, Poland 
w as divided betw een G erm any and  the  Soviet Union while L ithuan ia  recovered 
the V ilnius region b u t found itself in the  Soviet sphere of influence (and in 1941, 
like th e  USSR, w as occupied by Germany). The initial feelings of L ithuan ian  
sym pathy  for Polish refugees w as replaced by an  openly expressed Schadenfreude 
and  by restric tions on the  Poles’ rights in Vilnius. The conflict intensified during  
the G erm an occupation  of L ithuania. The Poles accused  L ithuan ians of collabo
ration  w ith the G erm ans an d  of partic ipation  in the  execution of Jew s and  Poles;
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moreover, bloody clashes occurred  betw een the conspiratorial Polish Home Army 
and  L ithuanian  vo luntary  u n its  w hich were suppo rted  by the G erm ans. The m ost 
tragic events took place in J u n e  1944 w hen Polish and  L ithuan ian  civilian 
populations were m urdered  in two villages in the V ilnius region.

The old and  the  new  resen tm en ts  betw een Poles and  L ithuan ians lost 
significance after 1944 w hen the s ta te  frontiers of the two coun tries and  the ir 
national rights were estab lished  in  an  arb itra ry  way by the Soviet Union. For m ore 
th a n  forty years the pointless Po lish-L ithuanian  conflict rem ained  in the  Soviet 
freezer. The proclam ation of L ithuan ia’s independence in 1990 an d  the  fighting 
in V ilnius in J a n u a ry  1991 gained w idespread su p p o rt am ong th e  Poles. None
theless, despite the  passage of tim e and  the Poles’ renunc ia tion  of claim s to 
Vilnius, the old an tagonism  betw een the two neighbours still m akes itself felt, 
especially am ong the L ithuan ians living in the Suw ałki region an d  the  Polish 
population  in the Vilnius area. (MM)

Wiesław C a b a n ,  Z Orenburga do Paryża. Bronisław Zaleski 1820-1880  
(From Orenburg to Paris. Bronisław Zaleski 1820-1880), Kielce 2006, Wydaw
nictwo Akademii Świętokrzyskiej, 247 pp., annexes, ills., bibl., indexes.

Bronisław  Zaleski is now know n only to a  sm all circle of h is to rian s in terested  in 
the m id -19 th  cen tu ry  deportation  of Poles into the  dep th  of th e  R u ssian  Em pire 
or in the history  of the  Polish em igran ts in F rance in the second h a lf of th a t cen tu ry  
(his relative, the  popu lar poet Józef B ohdan Zaleski is m uch  b e tte r  known). B ut 
Bronisław  w as a  colourful figure; he w as a conspiratorial activist and  social 
w orker, an  exile, em igrant, draw er an d  w riter who played an  im portan t role am ong 
the  Polish em igres in Paris; in all these  roles he w as a  typical representative of 
the m ilieux in w hich he moved. He also h ad  the luck of being on friendly term s 
w ith som e uncom m on personalities of h is  tim es.

B om  to a landow ning family in w hat is now B elarus, he stud ied  law a t D orpat 
U niversity and  jo ined a secret circle of Polish s tu d en ts  there. Exiled into the  depth  
of R ussia, he w as forcibly enlisted  into the R ussian  arm y and  sen t to O renburg  
w here he becam e the  first serious chronicler of Polish exiles an d  of life on the  
Kirghizian steppes (he w rote Polish Exiles in Orenburg and  drew  m any p ic tu res 
from nature), an d  w here he m ade friends w ith the  em inent U krain ian  poet an d  
pa in te r T aras S h e v c h e n k o ,  an o th e r exile in O renburg. R eleased in  1856, he 
re tu rn ed  to h is  family esta te  an d  took p a rt in social and  political activity before 
and  during  the Ja n u a ry  Uprising, a t first in Poland an d  then  in em igration, in 
France. In tim e he becam e one of the  leading figures of the Polish em igration, 
played an  im portan t role in the  Hotel L am bert party , w as secre tary  of the  
H istorical-L iterary Society an d  director of the Polish Library in Paris. He w rote 
h istorical works, produced  draw ings and  etchings (m any of them  were devoted to 
the life of the Kirghiz) as well as poem s an d  sh o rt rhym ed pieces in  w hich he 
expressed h is deep religious an d  patriotic feelings, typical of a  conservative. 
Among his friends were su ch  p rom inent rep resen tatives of the Polish em igration 
as F a ther W alerian K a l i n k a ,  W ładysław M i c k i e w i c z  an d  C yprian Kamil 
N o r w i d .

The a u th o r h as  m ade u se  of archival sources kep t in Moscow, O renburg, 
Minsk, Lviv, Paris an d  Poland, m any p rin ted  sources, correspondence, m em oirs 
and  p ress articles and , first and  forem ost, Zaleski’s pub lished  and  u npub lished  
w orks. Some of them  can be found in the annexes a t the  end of th e  book. The 
annexes also include poem s dedicated  to the  au th o r’s hero, w ritten  by Józef 
B ohdan Zaleski and  Cyprian Kamil Norwid. (MM)

D ittm ar D a h l m a n n ,  Albert K o t o w s k i ,  Zbigniew Karp u s ,  eds., Schi- 
manski, Kuzorra i inni. Polacy w Zagłębiu Ruhry 1870/ 71-1945 (Schimanski, 
Kuzorra et alii. Poles in the Ruhr 1870/71-1945), T oruń 2006, W ydawnictwo 
A. M arszałek, 288 pp., index of persons.
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The R uhr, w hich had  been  quickly developing since the middle of the 19th century, 
w as alongside Berlin, an  im portan t industria l centre a ttrac ting  Poles from Po
lan d ’s P ru ssian  zone who, looking for work, stayed there  for a  sho rt or a  long time, 
qu ite  frequently  for ever. Most of those unsk illed  w orkers (it is estim ated  th a t 
som e 750,000  Poles lived in G erm any in 1914, of w hom  a t least half a  million in 
the  R uhr) were p ea san ts  from G reat Poland an d  Pom erania who hoped to find 
wok, be tte r living conditions an d  a h igher social s ta tu s  in the R uhr. Schimanski, 
Kuzorra et alii (the title refers to Polish-sounding  nam es of contem porary inhab i
ta n ts  of E ssen , D ortm und, D uisburg  an d  m any o ther towns in th a t region) is 
a  collection of stud ies on  Poles’ voluntary pre-1914  m igrations to the R uhr and  
Berlin, on Polish slave labourers sen t there  forcibly from G erm an-occupied  Poland 
du ring  World W ar II, an d  the role an d  significance of people of Polish origin in 
G erm any in 1918-1939 and  now.

In the ir texts the  au th o rs  d iscuss the isolation of Polish groups, their 
herm etically  closed, hom ogenous se ttlem en ts an d  ethn ic  d is tric ts in large towns 
as  well as the ir inevitable in tegration  w ith the  su rround ing , more prosperous 
G erm an population  w hich w as, on the  whole, on a  h igher level of civilisation (e.g. 
Oliver S t e i n e r t ,  Melting Pot versus Subculture. The Integration o f Polish Immi
grants in Berlin and the Ruhr, 1871-1918). One of the  factors w hich prom oted the 
in tegration  w as the lack of Polish p riests  in the  R uhr; the resu lt w as th a t the 
C atholic Polish population  h ad  to a tten d  religious services in G erm an an d  use 
the  services of G erm an p rie sts  (Witold M a t w i e j c z y k ,  Between Church Integra
tion and Social Isolation. Polish Catholics in the Ruhr in 1971-1914). Several texts 
deal w ith Polish educational, cu ltu ra l, spo rts  an d  group organisations, societies 
an d  un io n s w hich tried  to link all m em bers of the  Polish com m unity by strong  
ties in  o rder to p revent its d isin tegration  and  subm ersion  in G erm an cu ltu re . The 
opposite option is illu s tra ted  in articles w hich p resen t the  partic ipation  of Poles 
in G erm an societies, especially in  spo rts  clubs. D uring th e  in ter-w ar years Polish 
footballers con tribu ted  to the  fam e of football c lubs in m any towns in the  R uhr. 
(MM)

Ju liu sz  W. Gomu l ick i, Warszawa wieloraka 1794-1944. Studia, szkice,
sylw ety (Diversified Warsaw 1794-1944. Studies, Essays, Pen Portraits),
W arszaw a 2005, W ydawnictwo M uzeum  Historycznego m. st. Warszawy, 731
pp., ills., index of persons.

The book com prises n ineteen  essays by a prom inent V arsavianist who p u ts  the 
spo tligh t on details of the  political an d  cu ltu ra l life of W arsaw, an d  the  whole of 
Poland, from the  decline of the  P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth, th rough  the 
period w hen Poland w as ru led  by the  partition ing  pow ers, the  tw enty in terw ar 
years, the  W arsaw  Rising an d  the  city’s catastrophe, a total of two h u n d red  years. 
One of th e  m ost in teresting  essays is Dancing on the Battlefield, w hich deals w ith 
patrio tic  sa tires  from the  tim e preceding the second partition  of Poland (1792), 
the  Kościuszko Insu rrec tion  (1794) and  the November Uprising (1830-1831); 
these  are m ostly casu a l rhym ed texts targeted  a t the  d ignitaries of the  day and  
women. The chap te r E. T. A. Hoffmann in Warsaw  d iscusses  the stay  in W arsaw 
of the  p rom inen t G erm an R om antic poet, who lived in the  city from 1804 to 1807 
as counsello r of the Royal S ou th  P ru ssian  Regency. The essay  Norwid in Warsaw: 
1825-1842  depicts the  ties linking an o ther p rom inen t poet w ith the city, th is time 
a Polish poet, C yprian Kamil N o r w i d ,  who w as born  to a Polish landow ning 
family in Mazovia b u t w as b rough t up, w ent to school an d  achieved h is first literary 
and  artistic  su ccesses in W arsaw. All the  essays included in the volum e were 
pub lished  before (in 1960-1997), m ostly in W arsaw  professional and  popu lar 
periodicals. (MM)

M arzena I w a ń s k a ,  Prasa pozytyw istów warszawskich wobec Żydów
i kw estii żydowskiej (The Attitude o f the Warsaw Positivists’ Press to Jew s
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and the Jewish Question), Łódź 2006, Wydawnictwo Ibidem, 234 pp., bibl.,
index of persons.

The au th o r d iscusses opinions on the Jew ish  question , form ulated by W arsaw 
positivism , the m ost in teresting  in tellectual trend  in p o s t -1864 W arsaw. Having 
w itnessed the painful m ilitary defeat of the  J a n u a ry  Insurrection , its rep re
sentatives created  a program m e the aim  of w hich w as to preserve the  national 
su b stan ce  by peaceful m eans, in defiance of b ru ta l R ussification. Drawing 
conclusions from the s ta te  of Polish society, they launched  a program m e for 
a speedy m odernisation  of the country  in order to close the civilisation gap 
separa ting  Poland from the  West. The Jew ish  question  w as one of the  m ost difficult 
challenges in such  a program m e, both  from the  theoretical and  practrical points 
of view.

In successive chap te rs Iw ańska outlines the h isto ry  of the Jew ish  question  
in Poland up  to the middle of the  19th century, sum m arises the m ost im portan t 
points of the positiv ists’ program m e, reconstruc ts  the ir ideas on the  s itua tion  and  
role of Jew s in Polish territories, and  brings into relief the role w hich the p ress 
played in shap ing  the Poles’ opinions after 1864. Two ch ap te rs  m ake u p  the  core 
of the book. The first reconstruc ts the  positiv ists’ p ictu re  of the Jew s, a p icture 
w hich w as a blend of homely and  alien features, the  alien ones being, in  the 
positiv ists’ opinion, due to the  traditional model of closed Jew ish  com m unities, 
the ir backw ardness in com parison no t only w ith the  m odem  w estern  s ta te s  b u t 
even w ith the Poles. The o ther chap te r deals w ith the  Poles’ a ttitude  to the ir Jew ish  
neighbours, w ith age-long stereotypes and  also w ith the wave of pogrom s in 
R ussia  from w here they sp read  into the Polish Kingdom. It w as due to these 
influences — the traditional negative p ic tu re  of the Jew s and  the  policy of the 
R ussian  au thorities — th a t an ti-Jew ish  riots broke o u t in W arsaw  in 1881. Two 
years later, a  periodical “Rola”, edited by J a n  J e l e ń s k i ,  began to appear in 
W arsaw. This w as the  m ost glaring example of an  increase of an ti-sem itic  
sen tim en ts am ong a p a rt of Polish society, including som e public ists who identi
fied them selves (at least partly) w ith the positivist program m e. The slogans 
proclaim ed by “Rola” m arked  the beginning of the  end of the  positiv ists’ Jew ish  
program m e; the ir conviction th a t the  Jew s could be assim ilated  an d  th a t it w as 
possible to solve the problem  th rough  a W estern-type m odernisation  of Jew ish  
com m unities w as giving way to h a rsh  slogans separa ting  the Poles from the  Jew s, 
slogans w hich were soon taken  up  by m odem  nationalism . (MM)

M aria J a n io n, Niesamowita Słowiańszczyzna. Fantazmaty literatury (The
Fantastic Slavonic World. The Phantasms o f Literature), Kraków 2006, Wy
dawnictwo L iterackie, 357 pp., index of persons.

This is a revolutionary, erudite and, on the whole, convincing attem pt to take 
a new look a t Poland’s p a s t and  the resu lting  consequences, an  a ttem p t m ade by 
a leading Polish intellectual, a prom inent expert in the lite ra tu re  and  sp irit of 
R om anticism  an d  Polish national complexes.

We do no t know  ou r past, says Jan io n , and  we do not w ant to know it, for 
th is  is how we have been  shaped  th roughou t the cen turies. The Poles do no t 
rem em ber who they were, and  th is  is why they canno t find their place am ong the 
free nations of Europe, an d  why they are unhappy , stressed  an d  u n su re  of 
them selves. Why is th is so? The reason  is th a t we have rejected an d  renounced 
o u r Slavonic p ast, th is  mythical, fascinating  an d  aw e-insp iring  period w hich after 
Poland’s bap tism  in 966 w as ousted  from collective memory, ridiculed, rendered  
shallow, and  odious. The reason  is th a t we have forgotten th a t C hristianity  cam e 
to u s  from the E ast, th a t it w as no t the Polanians b u t the  Ledzianians or L echitians 
who brought u s  into the  family of the E uropean  nations. And las t b u t no t least, 
b ecause during  the  p a s t two h u n d red  years the  p re-h isto ric  Slavonic m yth h as  
been  violated, rendered  trite  and  trea ted  in strum en ta lly  by various political 
options and  h a s  frequently fallen into the trap s  of nationalism  and  fascism . (MM)
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Kobiety i rewolucja obyczajowa. Społeczno-kulturowe aspekty seksualności. 
Wiek XIX i XX (Women and the Revolution in Morals. Socio-Cultural Aspects 
of Sexuality. 19th and 20th Centuries), ed. by A nna Ż a r n o w s k a  and  
Andrzej S z w a r c ,  W arszaw a 2006, W ydawnictwo DiG, 571 pp., index of 
persons.

A nna Ż arnow ska and  Andrzej Szwarc have edited yet an o th e r (ninth) volume 
devoted to various aspec ts of 19th an d  20 th  cen tu ry  feminity, in the traditional 
an d  new  sense of the word. The au th o rs  of the stud ies included in the volume 
p resen t the p a tte rn s  and  m odels of sexuality  p resen t in social consciousness in 
th e  p a s t two h u n d red  years, d iscuss various m ethods w hich were u sed  to 
discipline sexuality  (in particu la r the  struggle aga in s t p rostitu ion  w hich in the 
19th cen tu ry  w as p resen ted  a s  the m ost dangerous, dem onic way of depraving 
m en an d  women), an d  show  how the  trad itional norm s of sexual behaviour broke 
down in extrem e conditions, w hen Poles were exiled to S iberia in the 19th cen tury  
(these were alm ost exclusiuvely young m en sen tenced  to spend  m any years far 
aw ay from their hom eland), du ring  the F irst World W ar and  the Bolshevik 
revolution. W. C a b a n ’s text on w om en soldiers in the  p re-1914  R ussian  arm y 
show s th a t the trad itional m ale model w as underm ined  even before World W ar 
I by  19th cen tury  R ussian  regulations.

The volum e also includes in teresting  essays on solitude, especially on women 
w ithout a male partner, an d  on m en living w ithout their hom osexual partner. 
Most tex ts refer to Polish territo ries in the 19th and  20 th  cen turies, b u t the volume 
also includes articles abou t the realities in G reat B ritain, France and  Czechoslo
vakia. (MM)

Klaudia K o w a l c z y k ,  Księgarstwo warszawskie w drugiej połowie XIX 
wieku (Book Trade in Warsaw in the Second Half o f the 19th Century), 
W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo M uzeum  Historycznego m. st. Warszawy, 246 
pp., ills., bibl., index of persons.

On the b asis  of m an u sc rip ts  kep t in W arsaw  archives, the  p ress (professional and  
general), ca lendars, o ther p rin ted  sources and  m any diaries, the a u th o r show s 
how  the book trade functioned and  developed in W arsaw  in the 19th century , in 
p a rticu la r in the years 1864-1914. Separa te  ch ap te rs  are  devoted to the associ
a tions of booksellers, the  o rgan isation  of the book trade  an d  the booksellers’ place 
in the W arsaw  com m unity, especially am ong its intelligentsia. Kowalczyk says 
th a t in the  second ha lf of the  19th cen tury  the nu m b er of bookshops increased  
considerably in W arsaw; m any large bookshops were opened, and  book selling 
becam e an  hered itary  profession. T hroughout the cen tu ry  its prestige grew, for 
bookselling w as regarded as a profession on the  borderline betw een trade and  
in tellectual work. The social an d  nationality  s tru c tu re  of the booksellers’ milieu 
w as not uniform , persons of Jew ish  and  G erm an origin m aking u p  a large p a rt of 
it; a t the end of the cen tu ry  m any social w orkers took up  bookselling in o rder to 
raise  the  in tellectual level of Polish society. The a u th o r em phasises th a t despite 
unfavourable political conditions (booksellers were frequently w atched by the 
police, pub lish ing  ho u ses were controlled, and  im ported books were censored), 
bookselling played an  im portan t role in in tegrating  Polish cu ltu re  in the 19th 
century. The book ends w ith a list of ca  200 W arsaw  bookshops in 1864-1914 
an d  a concise characterisa tion  of the profile of each shop. (MM)

G rażyna K u b i c a ,  Siostry Malinowskiego czyli kobiety nowoczesne na 
początku XX wieku (The Malinowski Sisters or Modem Women at the Begin
ning of  the 20th Century), Kraków 2006, W ydawnictwo Literackie, 462 pp., 
ills., index of person.

This im pressive book p resen ts  a  g roup of completely forgotten persons, 14 women 
who, ap a rt from the ir gender and  the fact th a t they were b om  in w hat w as then  
a divided Poland, were connected  by the ir close relations w ith Bronisław  M a l i 
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n o w s k i  (1884-1942), an  em inent anthropologist know n for h is research  on 
primitive cu ltu re s  (especially those of Oceania), p rofessor a t London University. 
The heroines of the  book were linked by various ties w ith  M alinowski; they were 
h is m istresses or friends, felt love for him , w hether it w as requ ited  or not, adored 
him , were h is friends and  respected  him , or were tied to h im  by fleeting, though  
intensive, em otions. They were women of different professions: w riters (usually  
unsuccessful), physicians, p a in te rs  (like Zofia R o m e r  née D e m b o w s k a ,  very 
prolific an d  qu ite  well know n in her time), sc ien tis ts  (like the  anthropologist M aria 
C z a p l i c k a ,  once b e tte r know n in E ngland th a n  M alinowski himself, who 
com m itted su icide in 1921), w om en who were forced by social no rm s an d  h ab its  
to behave in the  way expected of women, who were un ab le  to acquire  a university  
education  an d  could  only play the trad itional roles of m uses, consolers, daugh ters, 
wives or e ternal sp in ste rs.

With full em pathy  the a u th o r depicts the ir u p s  an d  dow ns, laying s tre ss  on 
their carnality  an d  the  res tric tions they were su b d u ed  to because  of their gender; 
she reco n s tru c ts  the ir relations w ith M alinowski an d  o th e r personalities of 
intellectual life a t the  beginning of the 20 th  cen tu ry , especially w ith S tanisław  
Ignacy W i t k i e w i c z  an d  Jo sep h  C o n r a d ,  show s the  professional develop
m ent of her hero ines an d  the ir m atu re  years du ring  the  in terw ar period. Som e of 
them , even though  they did no t gain fame, derived satisfac tion  from their 
professional work. Som e had  a happy  family life, o thers suffered, still o thers were 
unable, or did n o t w ant, to behave in an  orthodox, socially acceptable way. For 
all of them  the Second World W ar was a ca ta strophe for it destroyed the world of 
the W arsaw  an d  Cracow  intelligentsia of bo th  Polish an d  Jew ish  origin as well as 
the world of w om en from Poland’s easte rn  borderlands. G hetto, deportation, 
death , em igration, nostalgia, desolation, these w ere the  experiences of the  Mali
now ski sis te rs  after 1939. “I don’t know ”, “ I am  no t su re ”, “probably”, “m aybe”, 
these are the  expressions frequently u sed  by K ubica despite the  fact th a t her book 
is based  on solid researches in B ritish, F rench  an d  Polish archives an d  on the 
p ress of those days. D espite these notes of doub t, or p e rh ap s  b ecause  of them , 
readers have been  offered a very convincing po rtra it of m odem  w om en of the p ast 
cen tu ry, rep resen ta tives of a generation  w hich for the  first tim e gained the chance 
of self-fulfilm ent ou tside the family hom e, a generation  to m  betw een tradition  
an d  m odernity, a generation  w hich achieved spec tacu la r successes an d  suffered 
equally sp ec tacu la r defeats b u t h a s  not left m any  w ritten  sources. This is why 
very little of th e ir reflections an d  em otions h a s  rem ained  in  the  mem ory of the 
su b seq u en t generations. (MM)

A leksandra S a w i c k a ,  Dagny Juel Przybyszewska. Fakty i legendy (Dagny
Juel Przybyszewska. Facts and Legends), G dańsk  2006, W ydawnictwo
Słowo /O braz/T ery to ria , 440 pp., ills.

This is a  biography of the fam ous m use of Norwegian, G erm an an d  Polish 
m odernistic a rtis ts , a  fem m e fa ta le  who left h e r m ark  on th e  lives and  w orks of 
S tanisław  P r z y b y s z e w s k i ,  A ugust S t r i n d b e r g ,  E dvard  M u n c h ,  G ustav
Vig e l an d an d  T adeusz B o y - Ż e l e ń s k i ,  th e  fa ith less queen  of m en’s h ea rts  
an d  bodies, who w as finally sho t dead by a young lover in Georgia.

Dagny Ju e l lived th irty -odd  years (1867-1901) an d  played various roles in 
her life, b u t sh e  is rem em berd solely a s  a  m use an d  provoker of scandals. T hanks 
to previously unknow n archival m aterials, Saw icka p a in ts  a  completely different 
po rtrait of th is w om an who, though  she w as undoub ted ly  a  m use  who inspired 
her contem poraries, w as herself an  uncom m on artis t, tran sla to r, w riter and  
an im ato r of cu ltu re . She gained the repu ta tion  of a  liberated m em ber of the  artistic  

fin -d e -siècle Bohem ia, b u t h ad  to pay for th is by a loss of h e r  own identity. Dagny, 
the m use  an d  lover, is p a rt of Young Poland’s fascinating  an d  repulsive legend. 
Saw icka successfu lly  co n tra s ts  th is  p ictu re  w ith the  true D agny who w anted, and  
would have been  able, to exist th an k s  to her own work, b u t h a s  survived th an k s  
only to h e r stereotype. (MM)
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Adam S o w i ń s k i ,  “Czy istnieje naród polski?” D yskusja na łamach pary
skiego “Postępu” w 1834 (“Does the Polish Nation Exist?” Discussion in the 
Columns o f the Parisian “Postęp” (Progress) in 1834), “K w artalnik Historycz
ny” (Warszawa), 2006, vol. CXIII, No 1, pp. 85-102 , sum . in English.

The au th o r d iscusses b u t a sm all p a rt of a  whole sea  of d ispu tes  held by Polish 
em igres after the November U prising (1830-1831). The d isp u tes  divided two 
activ ists of the  Polish D em ocratic Society (TDP), T adeusz Krępowiecki, co-founder 
of the TDP, who after som e tim e radicalised h is views, and  Piotr Sem enenko who 
left the TDP and  finally joined th e  religious order of the R esurrection ists. In their 
d ispu te  the two m en raised  questions w hich were of u tm o st im portance for the 
Poles of those days: the  relationsh ip  betw een the nobility an d  the  nation , the 
problem  of how to organise society u n d er foreign rule, and, w hat w as a  real 
innovation in those days, the advisability of renouncing  the  L ithuan ian -R uthe- 
n ian  territo ries in o rder to save the core of Polishness.

Sow iński says th a t the trad itional a ttitu d e  to Polish irreden tism  survived the 
ca ta stro p h e  of 1831 an d  the division of the em igration. Krępowiecki’s option led 
to the o u tb reak  of the 1846 uprising; th is w as the first an d  la s t tim e th a t the 
em igration h ad  determ ined the  events in Poland and  th a t the  em ig ran ts’ d ispu tes 
over the n a tio n ’s existence h ad  engendered the  choices m ade by the  individual 
em igrants. (MM)

A rkadiusz Michał S t a s i a k ,  Patriotyzm w myśli konfederatów barskich (The 
Bar Confederates' Concept of  Patriotism), Lublin 2005, Towarzystwo N auko
we Katolickiego U niw ersytetu Lubelskiego, 189 pp., bibl., sum . in English, 
index of persons

The book deals w ith the specific ideas and  concepts of pa trio tism  during  the period 
of the C onfederation of Bar (1768-1772), the first arm ed revolt ag a in s t R ussian  
dom ination  in the P o lish-L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth an d  aga in s t S tan is lau s 
A ugustus Poniatowski who owed h is election to R ussian  troops. In the first 
chap te r the  a u th o r p resen ts  th e  Polish 18 th  cen tu ry  (up to 178) concepts of public 
good an d  love of the fatherland; next, he analyses the key elem ents of the 
C onfederation leaders’ ideas ab o u t the  fatherland  an d  patrio tic du ties, abou t the 
sources of pa trio tism  (which were tran scenden ta l, according to the  confederates), 
ab o u t th e  p a tr io ts ’ obligations, th a t is, the  read iness of every noblem an and  the 
whole nobility to lay down the ir lives for the ir country; S tas iak  also  show s how 
the generation  of the confederates of Bar changed  the trad itional patrio tism  of 
the ir fa thers, w hich h ad  its roots in the 17th century . The la s t ch ap te r lists the 
differences betw een the patrio tism  of the  confederates and  the  patrio tism  of the 
cam p rallied round  S tan islau s A ugustus Poniatowski, who tried  to m odernise the 
trad itional noblem en’s concepts of patrio tic du ties an d  connect them  w ith w hat 
he th ough t w as a  m odem  sta te  and  w ith the  person  of the m onarch.

The a u th o r agrees w ith the  general opinion th a t the  C onfederation of Bar 
w as a conservative m ovem ent w hich linked the idea of Poland’s  independence 
w ith th e  trad itional concept of the nobility’s sta te , b u t em phasises  th a t the 
confederates’ ideas of love for the fa therland  were dom inated  by two trends: 
a  trad itional and  a republican  trend . The trad itionalists  predom inated  am ong the 
leaders an d  rank -and -file  soldiers of the  C onfederation. B ut it w as the  repub li
c an s’ idea th a t tu rned  ou t to be tru ly  innovative; it can  therefore be regarded as 
a p roduct of the  transitional epoch betw een 17th cen tury  Polish S arm atism  and  
the E nligh tenm ent im ported from the  West.

The au th o r’s opinions are  b ased  on political trea tises  pub lished  by the 
leaders of th e  Confederation an d  persons linked to it, the ir correspondence, and  
parliam en tary  speeches as well as m em orials, proclam ations an d  m anifestoes 
issued  by th e  G enerality (a sui generis confederate governm ent) an d  by local 
confederate s tru c tu res . The a u th o r h a s  also m ade u se  of the  confederates’ 
literature: poem s and  less frequent prose works, u sua lly  anonym ous. His reflec
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tions on the patrio tism  of the royal cam p are  based  on articles from the  periodical 
“M onitor”, S tan is lau s A ugustu s’ rich correspondence and  se rm ons in w hich 
reference w as m ade to the Poles’ du ties tow ards the ir country  and  th e  king. (MM)

Izabela S y r u n t , Postęp, kultura i kolonializm. Polska a niemiecki projekt 
europejskiego Wschodu w  dyskursach publicznych XIX wieku (Progress, 
Culture and Colonialism. Poland and the German Plan fo r  the European East 
in 19th Century Public Discussions), Wrocław 2006, C en trum  Studiów  Nie
m ieckich i E uropejskich  U niw ersytetu Wrocławskiego, 121 pp., bibl., sum . 
in G erm an, index of persons.

Though m odest in size, the book is an  im portan t con tribu tion  to th e  debate on 
the roots, h istory  an d  persistence of G erm an 19th cen tu ry  stereo types abou t 
Poles. The a u th o r p resen ts  her reflections against a  rich  background  of d iscu s
sions on nationalism , colonialism , m odernisation  an d  the civilising role played by 
P russia  (Germany) in the east of Europe, especially in Polish territories. The 
lite ra tu re  referred to by S y run t — w orks by E dw ard S a i d  an d  G erm an au th o rs
— h as  allowed the a u th o r to p resen t G erm an-Polish relations from a broader, 
m ore general point of view b ased  on the conviction th a t the W est p redom inated  
over the E ast (both the  Slavonic an d  the Arab East) in civilisation; th e  countries 
w hich were though t to be on a lower level of civilisation were p resen ted  as “exotic”, 
“o rien tal”. T hroughout the whole of the 19th cen tu ry  Poland w as in th is sense 
sim ply an  oriental, inferior, practically  wild country  w hich coun ted  only a s  an  
a rea  for G erm an colonial expansion.

As an  exam ple let u s  m ention th ree of the essays included in the  volume. In 
the essay  The Links between the Debate on the “Gender Order” and the 19th 
Century National Discussion the  a u th o r poin ts ou t th a t in o rder to d iscredit 
ethnically  or nationally  alien people the G erm ans portrayed  them  as people 
m arked  by allegedly fem inine fea tu res (the “w eakness”, “so ftn ess”, “confusion”, 
“dev iousness” of the  Poles and  French)., while the G erm ans were sa id  to possess 
typically m asculine characteristics. The C hapter The “Barbaric” Periphery and the 
Modem Centre. On Structural Analogies in the Prussian/ German Pictures o f Poland 
and Ireland show s th a t the  G erm an p ictu re  of Ireland and  Poland w as a resu lt of 
the P ro testan t criticism  of Catholicism . But a t the sam e tim e the p ic tu re  of Ireland 
w as influenced by a  positive a ttitude  to G reat Britain, w hich w as regarded as 
a model country  in every respect. The book ends w ith the essay  The Polish 
Self-Stereotype. “The Pole an Indian of Europe”, w hich refers to Ludwik P o w i -  
d a j ’s well know n article Poles and Indians, pub lished  in 1864. Referring to the 
collapse of the  J a n u a ry  186 3 /6 4  Uprising and  especially to the s itu a tio n  of Poles 
in the  P ru ssian  zone of Poland and  the P russian  debate on the  fu tu re  of the  Polish 
nation , Powidaj drew  a parallel betw een the  situa tion  of the redsk in  Ind ians in 
the U nited S ta tes  and  Poles, prophesying th a t the ir extinction w as inevitable. This 
double analogy — the sim ilarity of the fate of Ind ians an d  P ru ss ian  Poles, an d  on 
the o ther hand , the sim ilarity betw een the destructive A m erican and  G erm an 
system s — w as an  im portan t question , frequently ra ised  in the  Poles’ d iscussions 
on the ir lot and  their fu tu re  un til a t least 1918 (Henryk S i e n k i e w i c z  also 
referred to it). (MM)

M ałgorzata Ś l iż, Galicyjscy Żydzi na drodze do równouprawnienia 1848- 
1914. Aspekt prawny procesu emancypacji Żydów w Galicji (Galician Je w s’ 
Way towards Equal Rights. The Legal Aspect o f the Emancipation o f Jew s in 
Galicia), Kraków 2006, Wydawnictwo K sięgarnia A kadem icka, 188 pp., bibl., 
indexes.

The au th o r p resen ts  the legal aspects of the liquidation of restric tions u n d e r which 
believers in Ju d a ism  lived in the  A ustrian  zone of Poland. In the in troduction  she 
depicts the  s itua tion  of the Jew ish  population  u p  to 1848, a n  effect of the 
legislation inherited  from the Polish-L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth and  of new
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regu la tions issued  in the  H absburg  M onarchy. The events of the Springtide of 
N ations led to the proclam ation of equal rights for all in h ab itan ts  of the m onarchy, 
also in the religious field. W hat w as achieved then  w as nearly  liquidated in 
th e  1850s, b u t a  full re tu rn  to the  pre-1848  legal situa tion  w as no t possible. The 
policy of reform s p u rsu ed  from the beginning of the  1860s led to fu rther conces
sions for the Jew ish  in h ab itan ts  of A ustria (including Galicia). The Jew s were 
finally g ran ted  equal rights in 1867. A separa te  chap te r deals w ith the Jew ish  
com m u ne’s a ttitude  to the  changes which, u n d e r the p ressu re  of the au thorities, 
b rough t forth the evolution and  m odernisation  of the com m unal ins titu tions (the 
restric tion  of the kahals' com petence to religious questions, the w eakening of the 
rab b i’s position, lim itation of the  nu m b er of heders in favour of s ta te  schools). 
The la s t pa rt of the book d iscusses the  particu larly  im portan t or delicate aspects 
of the  Jew s’ legal s itua tion  in Galicia: the regulations im posing G erm an-sounding  
nam es on Jew s, the reg istra tion  of the  b irths, m arriages an d  deaths, the  im posi
tion of general m arriage law regulations an d  penal law on the  Jew s.

The book is based  on sources kept in Polish and  U krain ian  (Lviv) archives 
an d  libraries, on source publications, jo u rn a ls  of laws, collections of verdicts and  
regulations, the p ress, political w ritings of those tim es and  (sporadically) on 
m em oirs of G alician Poles and  Jew s. The a u th o r h a s  enriched her research  into 
sou rces by a study  of m any A ustrian , G erm an, Polish and  Israeli publications, 
lexicons and  guidebooks. The book ends w ith a list of the m ost im portan t legal 
no rm s adopted in 1772-1918  d iscussed  in the text. (MM)

B enedykt T y s z k i e w i c z ,  Dumy i dumki czyli prawdziwa opowieść (Tho
ughts and Dreams or a True Story), ed. Sław om ir G ó r z y ń s k i ,  W arszawa 
2006, Wydawnictwo DiG, 539 pp.

These m em oirs cover a  period of nearly  n inety  years, several different epochs, 
from the  Springtide of N ations to the  ou tb reak  of World W ar II, years w hich the 
au tho r, C ount B enedykt Tyszkiewicz (1849-1939), sp en t in U kraine, Poland and  
Europe Even though  the coun t survived several revolutions and  w ars, h is m em oirs 
are a lm ost free of scenes of violence connected  w ith the fall of the Polish 
aristocracy  in U kraine.

The book depicts the  safe world of Polish landow ners in the borderland  
th rough  the h istory  of two families, the  Tyszkiewiczes, the  family of the m em oirist’s 
father, S tanisław , an d  the  Kołyszkos, from w hich h is m other, Helena, descended. 
R eaders have been offered a fascinating  m osaic of family and  society connections, 
a  story spark ling  w ith rem iniscences; they can follow the education  of a  rich 
in h ab itan t of the borderland , from private tu ition  a t hom e to education  in Europe 
(usually  in France), and  get fam iliar w ith the  world of the  hero, a great world of 
cosm opolitan families sp read  over the  whole a rea  w here the ir relatives by blood 
or m arriage lived. (MM)

MODERN TIMES 
(1919-1939)

Piotr B o r o w i e c ,  Jesteśm y głosem milionów. Dzieje krakowskiego w ydaw 
nictwa i koncernu prasowego Ilustrowany Kurier Codzienny 1910-1939 (We 
Are the Voice o f Millions. The History o f Cracow’s “Ilustrowany Kurier Codzien
n y ” Publishing House and Press Company, 1910-1939, Kraków 2005, Wy
daw nictw o U niw ersytetu Jagiellońskiego 275 pp.; Piotr B o r o w i e c ,  Między 
sensacją a nauką. Obraz produktów krakowskiego wydawnictwa i koncernu 
prasowego Ilustrowany Kurier Codzienny, 1910-1939 (Between Sensation 
and Science. The Products o f Cracow’s “Ilustrowany Kurier Codzienny” 
Publishing House and Press Company, 1910-1939), Krakow 2005, F irm a Sas, 
346 [2] pp., [24] pp., tables, ills., index of persons.
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The first book p resen ts  the h isto ry  of the grea test p ress concern  in the  Second 
Republic of Poland. “Ilustrow any K urier Codzienny” — “Illu stra ted  D aily” (IKC) 
was se t up  in Cracow in 1910. Its founder, M arian D ą b r o w s k i ,  w orked a t first 
on the  editorial board  of “Ilustrac ja  Polska” — “ Polish Illu stra tion” an d  “Głos 
N arodu” — “People’s Voice” an d  conducted  a lively social and  political activity for 
the Polish P easan t Party  “P ias t” an d  la ter the  N on-Party Bloc of C ooperation w ith 
the G overnm ent. He w as an  extrem ely active, gifted person  who knew  how  to steer 
his career.

The h istory  of the publish ing  com pany is p resen ted  in two scenes. The first, 
the years 1910-1923, w as the period w hen the  en terprise  cam e into being. Up to 
1918 th is w as a tim e of struggle against a difficult political and  financial situation , 
a  period m arked by endeavours to organise the  publish ing  h ouse  an d  the  daily 
“Ilustrow any K urier Codzienny”. The a u th o r also d iscusses  the legal an d  financial 
foundations of the daily. In the next period (1923-1939) the Arm developed into 
a powerful com pany w ith m odem  s tru c tu re s  and  u p -to -d a te  technology. In both 
p a rts  the  au th o r p resen ts  the  links betw een the com pany an d  the Polish political 
scene an d  the com pany’s com m itm ent to na tional causes. In the la s t ch ap te r he 
reco n stru c ts  the b iographies and  activity of persons connected  w ith the  IKC 
com pany. One of them  w as J a n  S t a n k i e w i c z ,  co-founder of IKC an d  editor of 
its pap e rs  and  periodicals. His u npub lished  m em oirs are one of th e  m ain  sources 
for all p ersons conducting  research  into the h isto ry  of the  IKC.

The second book is a  con tinuation  of the first. This tim e the a u th o r  focuses 
on the  im posing achievem ents of the IKC w hich pub lished  dailies, weeklies, 
yearbooks and  books. The com pany’s success an d  m arket position w ere partly  
due to th e  fact th a t it knew  to w hich group of readers to ad d ress  each  of its 
pub lications and  how to appeal to various in terests . The com pany experienced 
its g rea test developm ent in 1924-1936.

F irst, the au th o r analyses the daily “Ilustrow any K urier C odzienny” w hich 
w as pub lished  from the very beginning of the com pany’s existence, changing  from 
a typical g u tte r paper into a daily w hich strove to inform the  reader ab o u t cu rren t 
political and  social events. N evertheless, a  large p a rt of the daily still consisted  of 
sensa tiona l m aterials. The a u th o r d iscusses the m ost in teresting  su b jec ts  raised  
in the  daily’s colum ns: the  opinions of R ussians, Czechs an d  G erm ans, the 
an tagonism  betw een Cracow an d  W arsaw, social activities, p ropaganda  cam pa
igns. In addition  to “Ilustrow any K urier Codzienny” the IKC com pany also 
pub lished  o ther dailies and  periodicals: the afternoon paper “Tem po D nia” — 
“Rhytm  of the Day”, the popular: “Na Szerokim Świecie” — “All Over the  World”, 
add ressed  to the  m ass reader, “Światowid” — “World O utlook”, for m ore dem an
ding readers, the satirical “Wróble n a  D achu” — “Sparrow s on the Roof”, an d  the 
first Polish spo rts m agazine “Raz, Dwa, Trzy” — “One, Two, T hree”. The com pany’s 
g rea test com m ercial success w as probably “Tajny Detektyw” — “S ecret Agent”, 
a sensational paper w ith reports on court cases an d  crim es w hich, however, 
ceased to appear in 1934 after being strongly criticised by the s ta te  an d  C hurch  
au thorities. The IKC also b rough t o u t occasional publications, the  b e s t know n of 
w hich w as Dziesięciolecie Polski Odrodzonej. Księga Pamiątkowa 1918-1928 (The 
Tenth Anniversary of  Reborn Poland. Memorial Book 1918-1928), Kraków-W ar- 
szaw a 1928. Its articles on the in te r-w ar Polish s ta te  and  society, w ritten  by 
specialists , m ake up  over one th o u san d  pages w hich are  still an  im portan t source 
for research  into the history  of the  Second Republic. (OL)

M irosława M. B u ł a t ,  Krakowski teatr żydowski. Między szundem  a sztuką
(The Cracow Jewish Theatre. Between Trash and Art), Kraków 2006, Wydaw
nictwo UJ, 336 pp., indexes.

The book is the  resu lt of the au th o r’s extensive research  into Y iddish th ea tre  in 
Cracow before World W ar II. She focuses on the  professional stage, the  Cracow 
Jew ish  T heatre  (KTŻ) an d  the society bearing the sam e nam e, w hich w as se t up  
in 1926. As w as the case w ith m any o ther stages, the p roductions of the  Cracow
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Jew ish  T heatre varied from the artistic  point of view. F inancial considerations 
h ad  an  im pact on the choice of repertoire and  actors, an d  consequently  also on 
the  level of spectators. The a u th o r d iscusses  the activity of the KTŻ Society and  
its stage, tak ing into consideration  the quality  of the  perform ances an d  the 
re lations betw een the thea tre  an d  the outside world. She s ta rts  h e r story in  the 
period preceding the estab lishm en t of the  Cracow Jew ish  Theatre, p resen ting  the 
beginnings of the career of the fu tu re  KTŻ ac to rs before World W ar I. In the  next 
ch ap te rs  she  characterises the th ea tre  of tra sh  in 1918-1922, the estab lishm en t 
of the KTŻ Society and  its activity u p  to 1939; she  also d iscusses th ree selected 
seasons. She w rites ab o u t the  w orking conditions, the principles governing the  
functioning of the th ea tre  in each  period, its artistic  m anagem ent, the com pany 
of ac to rs an d  the repertoire, in sho rt abou t everything th a t testified to th e  specific 
ch a rac te r of every th ea tre  season. All these  questions are  p resen ted  aga in s t the 
background  of the socio-political situa tion  and  the  s itua tion  of the  Jew ish  
com m unity  in Cracow. The book h a s  a dictionary of term s connected w ith Jew ish  
cu ltu re . (OL)

Centralne Państwowe Archiwum Historyczne Ukrainy we Lwowie. Przewod
nik po zasobie archiwalnym (Ukraine’s  Central State Historical Archives in 
Lviv. A Guide to the Archives’ Collections), ed. A. K r o c h m a l ,  W arszawa
2005, N aczelna D yrekcja Archiwów Państwow ych, Państwowy Komitet Ar
chiwów Ukrainy, 512 [2] pp., index of persons an d  geographical nam es.

U kraine’s H istorical Archives in Lviv (CDLAL) have a collection of m any sources 
w hich are  im portan t for research  into the h isto ry  of E ast-C en tra l Europe. The 
guide w hich h a s  now been  pub lished  will be of g rea t help  for Polish researchers. 
So far they have only h ad  the U krain ian  guide a t the ir disposal. On the b asis  of 
her own search , the a u th o r h a s  corrected an d  supp lem ented  the U krain ian  
original, adap ting  it to th e  needs of Polish scholars. Like the U krain ian  original, 
the publication  h as  been  arranged  according to sub jec ts and  the chronological 
order in each  chap te r h a s  also been left unchanged . The chap te rs deal w ith sta te  
in s titu tions, economy, education  an d  cu ltu re , h ea lth  protection, trade un ions, 
charitab le  societies and  religion. D ocum ents concerning family properties, the 
legacies of private persons, collections of archival docum ents and  photocopies of 
docum ents a s  well as the collections of the CDLAL library are  in a separa te  section. 
The list of con ten ts com prising over 800 sets, placed according to the ir reg istra tion  
num ber, m akes it easier to find the desired  subject. The descrip tion  of each  se t 
con ta ins inform ation on its nam e, num ber, size, the period from w hich  the  
docum ents come, inventories an d  the  language of each  docum ent. Very usefu l is 
also the characterisa tion  of the  institu tions w hich issued  a given docum ent and  
of the co n ten ts  of each set. The no tes bring  additional inform ation on o ther places 
an d  cen tres in U kraine w hich have docum ents concerning a given set. The preface 
to the publication  acq u a in ts  readers w ith the h isto ry  of the archives an d  the ir 
m aterials. (OL)

Alina Fito w a , Upowszechnienie czytelnictwa i książki na łamach krako
wskiego “Znicza” 1930-1939 (The Popularisation o j Reading Habits and  
Books in the Columns of  Cracow’s “Znicz” 1930-1939), “S tud ia  H istoryczne” 
(Kraków), vol. XLIX, 2006, No 2(194), pp. 173-197.

The a u th o r d iscusses th e  u se  of m ass m edia for social and  political pu rposes, 
tak ing as  a n  example the  p ress organ of the  Union of R ural Youth “Wici”. The 
o rganisation  w as se t up  by activ ists of the C entral Union of R ural Youth in J u n e  
1928. At the  beginning of the 1930s “Wici” tu rn ed  its political sym path ies to the  
P easan t Union and  its m em bers partic ipa ted  in p e a sa n ts ’ strikes.

“Znicz” (Torch), w hich w as pub lished  in Cracow from Ja n u a ry  1930 to 
A ugust 1939, w as circu lated  in the  Cracow an d  Lwów pala tina tes. It d id  no t 
appear regularly, only 79 issu es were published . It sough t to im plem ent the
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organ isa tion ’s ta sk s  in  the  education  an d  upbringing of youth . It w anted  to depart 
from w hat w as charac te ristic  of the  trad itional ru ra l com m unities an d  by p ro p a
gating  m odem  ideas to g radually  change ru ra l society. Its educational activity 
covered various fields, from agricu ltu re , changes in the way of th ink ing  and  
cu ltu re , to civil an d  national questions. In order to shape  a  th inking generation, 
the  organ isation  recru ited  persons who h ad  an  easy access to villages an d  who 
understood  the ir needs. The idea w as based  prim arily on self-education . Hence 
the  articles encourag ing  young people to read  books and  th e  press, no tes on  new 
books, reviews, an d  lists of recom m ended literature. S erialisation  of novels w as 
a very popu lar form. R eaders were also given the opportun ity  of learn ing  the 
p ropaganda slogans of: “Znicz” an d  the  ideological stance  of the “Wici” Union of 
R ural Youth. The p ap e r organised  courses, m eetings an d  various events in  order 
to reach  ru ra l youth . The activity of the  organisation’s Learning and  Self-E duca
tion Section w as p resen ted  in th e  artic les an d  reports pub lished  in “Znicz”. One 
of the  p ap er’s p e rm an en t sections w as devoted to education  and  cu ltu re , p ro p a
gation  of books an d  lists of reading recom m ended for every m odem  ru ra l 
inhab itan t. The a u th o r  show s how the  paper encouraged young people to read 
and  the  m otives it referred  to. S tre ss  w as laid on the individual and  social benefits 
w hich could be derived from self-education  and  acceptance of responsibility. Very 
in teresting  is the  a u th o r’s analysis of the argum enta tion  and  language u sed  in 
the paper. “Znicz” also  pub lished  articles on the role of w om en an d  their 
partic ipation  in  public life. The p ap er’s am bitions w ent beyond the  in ten tion  to 
shape  the personality  of ru ra l activists, it also w anted to m ould folk cu ltu re . (OL)

Jerzy  G a u l, Polityczne aspekty uwolnienia Józefa Piłsudskiego z  Magdebur
ga w listopadzie 1918 r.(The Political Aspects of Jozef Piłsudski’s Release from  
Magdeburg in November 1918), “Dzieje Najnowsze” (Warszawa), vol. XXXVIII, 
2006, No 3, pp. 3-16 .

The G erm an Zone of O ccupation , headed  by G overnor-G eneral H ans von Beseler, 
residen t in W arsaw, w as se t up  in A ugust 1915 by order of the em peror, Wilhelm
II. It w as estab lished  in the Polish Kingdom after the forces of the  C entral Powers 
seized its territo ries du ring  the  F irst World War. The a u th o r reco n s tru c ts  the 
events connected  w ith Józef P iłsudsk i’s a rre s t in Ju ly  1917, h is im prisonm ent 
and  h is  release from the M agdeburg fortress in November 1918. He ad d s  new 
inform ation to w hat h a s  been  know n a b o u t the political c ircum stances in w hich 
G erm any decided to free Piłsudski. He depicts the reasons why the au th o rities  in 
Berlin took th is  decision an d  why th e  G erm an au tho rities in W arsaw  opposed it. 
The book is b ased  on th e  legacy of the G overnor-G eneral H ans von Beseler: letters, 
von B eseler’s d iary from 1914-1918, an d  rem iniscences of G erm an officers, all 
from the collections of the  B undesarch iv  in Freiburg. (OL).

Michał J a r n e c k i ,  Madagaskar w  polskich koncepcjach i planach kolonial
nych (Madagascar in Polish Concepts and Colonial Plans), “Spraw y N arodo
wościowe” (Poznań-W arszaw a), 2006, No 28, pp. 89-201 .

One of the ideas conceived in  p re-w ar Poland to solve the problem  of overcrowding 
and  economic crisis w as to se t up  colonies in S ou th  America an d  Africa. Its chief 
propagator w as the  M aritim e an d  Colonial League, a  society founded in Poland in 
1930 on the b as is  of the  Polish M aritime an d  Inland Navigation League.

One of the  territo ries Poland asp ired  to w as M adagascar. W hen official 
negotiations were being held  by F rance an d  Poland, a  delegation headed  by 
Mieczysław L e p e c k i ,  a  traveller an d  publicist, P iłsudsk i’s a ide-de-cam p, w ent 
to the island in 1937. It w as a reconnaissance  m ission which w as to  check  the 
possibility of se ttlem en t on  the  island . Polish asp ira tions an d  th e  m ission ’s 
activities were widely com m ented on. C ritical opinions appeared  in th e  in te rn a 
tional press: w hat w as particu larly  objected  to w as the Polish p lan  to se ttle  Jew s 
on M adagascar. Special tr ip s  were o rgan ised  to exam ine the territory, b u t first
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a n d  forem ost, to find a rg u m en ts  th a t w ould have validated the  colonisation of 
M adagascar. T his w as the  reaso n  why th e  well know n w riter Arkady F i e d l e r  
a n d  a  jo u rn a lis t of “G azeta Po lska”, M aria T a r n a w s k a ,  visited the island. (OL)

Tom asz K a w s k i ,  Inwentarze gmin żydowskich z Pomorza i Wielkopolski 
wschodniej w  okresie m iędzywojennym, 1918/20-1939 (Inter-War Invento
ries o f Jew ish Communes in Pomerania and Eastern Great Poland, 1918/20-  
1939), “K w artalnik H istorii K ultu ry  M aterialnej” (Warszawa), vol. LIV, No 1,
2006, pp. 73-96 ,

The article con ta in s inventories of the  movables and  im m ovables w hich con
s titu te d  the  property  of Jew ish  com m unes in the P om eranian  p a la tina te  and  the 
e a s te rn  p a rt of G reat Poland. However, th ese  are no t copies of the original books, 
for th ese  have n o t survived, b u t copies of inventories m ade for the needs of the 
adm in istra tion : for the s ta ro s t 's office, th e  palatinate, m unicipal au tho rities and  
th e  M inistry of Religious D enom inations an d  Public E nlightenm ent. The au th o r 
h a s  selected  33 docum ents w hich, in h is  opinion, are  the  m ost represen tative of 
the  whole m ateria l and  h a s  equipped them  w ith notes. The docum ents provide 
in te resting  inform ation on th e  differences betw een the  com m unes’ financial and  
legal s ta tu s  an d  the ir m ateria l cu ltu re . (OL)

Albert S. K o t o w s k i ,  Narodowa Demokracja wobec nazizmu i Trzeciej 
Rzeszy (The Attitude o f National Democracy to Nazism and the Third Reich), 
T oruń  2006, W ydawnictwo Adam M arszałek, 250 pp, annex.

Kotowski’s book is an  expanded  version of h is book pub lished  in G erm any in 2000 
u n d e r  the  title Hitlers Bewegung im Urteil der polnischen Nationaldemokratie. It 
h a s  been  equipped w ith an  an n ex  contain ing  characteristic  quo ta tions from the 
N ational D em ocratic p ress. The au th o r  w anted to show  the  Polish nationalist 
c am p ’s a ttitu d e  du ring  the in te r-w ar period to the N ational-Socialist revolution 
w hich w as tak ing  place in G erm any after 1933. The a u th o r draw s a tten tio n  to the 
rad icalisation  of N ational D em ocracy (in a broad sense  of th e  term) after Józef 
P iłsudsk i’s coup d 'état of 1926 an d  after the National D em ocracy becam e dom i
n a ted  by “young people m ovem ent “ w hich in the 1930s looked for insp ira tion  in 
Ita lian  fascism  an d  G erm an Nazism. Kotowski h as  b ased  h is book m ainly on the 
w ritings of leading rep resen ta tives of National Democracy, the  nationalistic  press, 
recollections and  accounts. O n the  one h an d  he p resen ts  the  views of National 
D em ocracy on su c h  elem ents of Nazi ideology as racism , an ti-S em itism , an ti
com m unism  and  a  national-socia lis t s ta te  (according to Kotowski National Demo
c ra ts  rejected the Nazis’ racial an d  an ti-C h u rch  slogans) an d  on the  other, he 
show s the  reaction  of na tional dem ocratic politicians to im portan t political events 
in  th e  1930s (e.g. the  problem  of th e  Free City of Danzig, the  G erm an m inority  in 
Poland), The book ends w ith an  analysis of the  N ational D em ocrats’ a ttitude  to 
the  N azis’ aggressive policy on th e  eve of the o u tb reak  of World W ar II. The au th o r 
says th a t w hen th e  w ar broke o u t the N ational D em ocrats extended unequivocal 
su p p o rt to the  ru ling  Sanacja regime w hich they h ad  previously com bated. But 
after the  end  of th e  Septem ber cam paign the nationalistic  cam p tried  to build  its 
own underg round  organ isations. (KK)

E ugeniusz Cezary K r ó l ,  Polska i Polacy w propagandzie narodowego socja
lizmu w Niemczech 1919-1945 (Poland and the Poles in National-Socialist 
Propaganda in Germany 1919-1945), W arszaw a 2006, ISP, Collegium Civi
tas , “Rytm ”, 656  [191] pp., tables, ills., index of persons, sum . in G erm an.

The a u th o r’s aim  w as to re co n s tru c t an d  analyse th e  im age of Poland p resen ted  
by the  national-socia lis t m ovem ent in G erm any in 1919-1945 . The book is the 
re su lt of the m any years of research  w hich Król conduc ted  on the  sp read  of 
na tional-socia lis t ideology an d  th e  indoctrination  applied  by the NSDAP. The 
a u th o r’s earlier conclusions (E. Kr ó l ,  The Propaganda and National Socialist
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Indoctrination Conducted in Germany in 1939-1945. A S tudy in the Organisation, 
Content, Methods and Techniques Used to Influence the Masses, W arszaw a 1999, 
in Polish) have now been supp lem ented  an d  enriched  by new  m aterials. The 
con ten t and  w ays of spread ing  propaganda concerning Polish m a tte rs  are d is
cussed  in the p re-1933  period, w hen the Nazis were striving for power, in the 
Third Reich before the  ou tb reak  of the war, and  in the  years 1939-1945. This 
division enabled  the a u th o r to show  differences in Nazi a ttitu d e  to Poland and  the 
im portance the  Nazi party  a ttach ed  to th is sub ject in each period of th e  party ’s 
activity. Król draw s a tten tion  to the  m ost im portan t Polish item s p resen t in the  
m ass m edia and  thą  aspects deliberately ignored by propaganda. At first th is  
p ropaganda w as add ressed  m ainly to the in h ab itan ts  of G erm any; la te r it w as 
also u sed  to influence the m ilitary and  police form ations of the  Reich. S tereotypes 
of Poles were frequently used  in th is propaganda. As the  a u th o r  show s, th e  image 
of Poland evolved gradually  depending on several factors. The m ost im portan t 
were: political situa tion  in G erm any, rela tions betw een the two sta te s , an d  events 
on the in ternational scene. The m ethods u sed  in th is p ropaganda, its  con ten t and  
the  a ttitude  of the m edia were all a  resu lt of the fact th a t G erm any w as a  to tali
ta rian  sta te . (OL)

Tom asz M a r s z a ł k o w s k i ,  Zamieszki, ekscesy i demonstracje w Krakowie
1918-1939 (Disturbances, Excesses and Demonstrations in Cracow 1918-
1939), Kraków 2006, Wyd. Acana, 499 pp., series: A rkana Historii.

The a u th o r depicts the storm y in te r-w ar events in Cracow, the  b est know n of 
w hich were the  Cracow uprising  of November 1923 an d  the d is tu rb an ce s  outside 
the Palatine’s Office in M arch 1936. The events led to m any casualties. The book 
also describes dem onstra tions an d  stree t c lashes. The a u th o r  ra th e r confines 
h im self to the  p resen ta tion  of sources, restric ting  h is com m ent to the m inim um . 
The book is based  on m ateria ls of th e  State: Police C entral Board, the  Police 
Palatinate  Com m and, the S ta ro s t's Office an d  the  P alatinate  Office, kep t in the 
S tate  Archives in Cracow, as well as the local p ress an d  diaries. S ince the archival 
docum entation  is no t always com plete, the  a u th o r h a s  based  the  descrip tion  of 
som e events on o ther sources. His analysis, m ade in the  form of a chronicle, is 
focused on the  course of events. The only exception is the  la s t ch ap te r which 
depicts the s tru c tu re  and  activity of the S ta te  Police. (OL

Wojciech M a t e r s k i ,  Na Widecie. II Rzeczpospolita wobec Sowietów 1918-
1943 (On Guard. The Second Republic’s  Attitude to the Soviets 1918-1943),
W arszawa 2005, In s ty tu t Studiów  Politycznych PAN, “R ytm ”, 776 pp., ills.,
annex, index of place nam es, index of persons.

In h is book Wojciech M aterski su m s u p  the  re su lts  of h is years-long  stu d ies  on 
Polish-Soviet relations. The key question  is Poland’s a ttitu d e  to th e  im perial and  
ideological objectives R ussia  tried to p u t into effect du ring  the  tw enty in ter-w ar 
years an d  the first years of World W ar II. The a u th o r describes the relations 
betw een the  two countries from the  tim e of the Riga Treaty, concluded in M arch 
1921, to the  severance of diplom atic relations in April 1943. D isputes over the 
situa tion  of Poles in the east, the  estab lishm en t an d  stab ilisa tion  of the  frontier 
an d  la ter also efforts to re ta in  it, a s well as a ttem p ts  to s tren g th en  Poland’s 
position in the in ternational forum  were basic problem s in Polish-Soviet relations 
betw een the  two w ars. M aterski show s the  specific charac te ris tics  of Poland’s 
relations w ith h e r neighbour and  how the  ch arac te r of con tac ts betw een the two 
countries changed u n d er the  influence of transfo rm ations in th e  Soviet Union. 
He evaluates Poland’s foreign policy, show ing the  rightful decisions as well as the 
weak sides. In h is view, Polish questions were of secondary  im portance for the 
Soviet Union after 1926, an d  th is  is why no effective diplom atic action could be 
launched  to change the course of events on the eve of the  w ar. Poland m issed  her 
political chance in 1941 by no t tak ing  advantage of the  s itua tion  after the
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Sikorski-M aisky treaty. This led to the  defeat of S ikorski’s concept and  p u t Poland 
in an  extrem ely difficult political situation . (OL)

Pamiętniki Polaków na Wschodzie. Białoruś, Ukraina, Kazachstan  — Losy 
pokoleń (Memoirs of  Poles Living in the East. Belarus, Ukraine, Kazakhstan
— The Fate of Generations), vol. II, ed. A. B u d z y ń s k i ,  W arszawa 2006, 
Szkoła Główna Handlow a w W arszawie, Wyższa Szkoła Rozwoju Lokalnego 
w Żyrardowie, 490 pp.

The first volume of the m em oirs of Poles living eas t of Poland’s borders w as 
pub lished  in 1998. It contained  rem iniscences of persons who after World W ar II 
decided to rem ain  in w hat is now L ithuania. The p resen t volume consists  of 
m ateria ls m ainly from U kraine b u t also from B elarus an d  K azakhstan; they  were 
sen t in for a com petition organised  in 1999 by the  Social Economy Institu te  of 
the M ain Trade School in W arsaw  (SGH). It would be difficult to say  th a t all the  
texts are  m em oirs. The book also includes d iaries an d  le tters sen t to the  editorial 
board  of the com petition. Some of them  are  ra th e r fictitious literary stories th a n  
recollections. The au th o rs  are  m ainly elderly persons w ith a secondary or un iver
sity education . The m ateria ls  have been pub lished  in Polish, though  of the  40 
texts, 19 were w ritten  in R ussian , B yelorussian  or U krainian. Many linguistic 
corrections have been m ade, w hich d e trac ts  from the  book’s value as an  h istorical 
source. The tex ts are  prefaced by Andrzej B u d z y ń s k i  who concen tra tes on 
the m ethods u sed  to denationalise  Poles an d  the  consequences of th a t activity. 
His p ictu re  of the  Polish com m unity’s identity  is ra th e r schem atic. His com m en
tary  does not pay sufficient a tten tion  to the  complex ch arac te r of cu ltu ra l relations 
in these  territories.

The au th o rs  write ab o u t the  difficult experiences they  an d  their families w ent 
th rough  in the  20 th  century . Their experiences differed, depending, to a  great 
extent, on the provenance of the  au th o rs . Some of them  found them selves in the 
Soviet Union before the  o u tb reak  of the  war. B ut the  way in w hich they p resen t 
their experiences an d  som e elem ents of the  texts (the p icture  of each au th o r’s own 
group, of o ther groups, of the ir private m otherland) are  com parable an d  are an  
in teresting  m aterial for an  analysis of the identity  of Catholic com m unities in the 
coun tries of th e  form er Union of Soviet Socialist R epublics. (OL)

M ateusz R o d a k ,  Prostytutki żydow skie w województwie lubelskim w d w u
dziestoleciu międzywojennym. Analiza środowiska (Jewish Prostitutes in 
Lublin Palatinate during the Twenty Inter-War Years. An Analysis of  the 
Milieu), “K w artalnik Historii Żydów” (Warszawa), No 3 (219), S eptem ber 2006, 
pp. 379-390 .

The article p resen ts  som e of the  conclusions draw n by the  au th o r from h is stud ies 
on crim e am ong the  Jew s of Lublin du ring  the  in te r-w ar period. The au th o r 
analyses not only the crim es com m itted by Jew s b u t also the stereotyped idea 
Polish society h ad  ab o u t them . The article is based  m ainly on docum ents from 
the S ta te  Police P alatinate  H eadquarters, the  D istrict H eadquarters and  the 
P rosecu tor’s Office of Lublin’s Regional C ourt a s  well as the  Lublin C haritable 
Society. The a u th o r h a s  also m ade u se  of m ateria ls from the F irst Instance C ourt 
and  m unicipal docum ents of th e  tow n of Chełm  as well a s  files of the  M inistry of 
Social Welfare from the Archives of M odem  Records. D espite h is  b road research , 
the a u th o r h a s  not alw ays m anaged to g a ther full da ta . He h a s  no t been able to 
estab lish  the scale of the  crime, no t only because of a  lack of sources bu t, first 
and  foremost, b ecause  illegal p ro s titu tion  w as, of course, no t registered, so its 
scale could no t be gauged. Rodak describes the  places w here p rostitu tion  w as 
p ractised  an d  the  living conditions of the  p ro s titu tes  in Lublin and  Chełm against 
the background  of everyday life du ring  the in te r-w ar period. The local p ress h a s  
helped him  to portray  w hat the Polish in h ab itan ts  in the  Lublin region though t 
of the Jew ish  com m unity. (OL)
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Ju s ty n a  S t r a c z u k ,  Cmentarz i stół  Pogranicze prawosławno-katolickie 
w Polsce i na Białorusi (The Cemetery and the Table. The Orthodox-Catholic 
Borderland in Poland and Belarus), W rocław 2006, W ydawnictwo U niw ersy
te tu  W rocławskiego, 276 pp., Monografie FNP, Seria H um anistyczna.

There are several reasons why the  bo rderland  presen ted  in the  book is extrem ely 
in teresting  for researchers. F irst, being an  a rea  w here easte rn  and  w estern  
cu ltu res  meet, it offers s tu d en ts  of the sub ject a w ealth of inform ation on different 
religions, languages and  identities. Secondly, it is an  a rea  in w hich elem ents of 
trad itional p easan t cu ltu re  still function  in the ir m aterial and  sp iritua l aspects. 
The a u th o r of the book, an  ethnologist, h a s  since the beginning of the 1990s been  
conducting  research  in B elarus and  Poland. The m aterials she h a s  collected are  
based  on her conversations w ith the  in h ab itan ts  of several villages on the 
B elarussian  and  Polish side of the  frontier.

H er theoretical concept is w orth draw ing a tten tion  to. S traczuk  regards the  
borderland  a s  a cu ltu ra l entity. She does n o t separa te  the cu ltu res existing there , 
she does no t w rite ab o u t the ir c lash  or vicinity. She show s how in th is C atho lic- 
O rthodox borderland  phenom ena overlap, interm ingle an d  exist depending on the  
ac tua l situation . H er anthropological analysis covers two spheres: d ea th  an d  food, 
the ir characteristics in a given cu ltu ra l context. In bo th  cases the  bo rderland  
exam ined by the a u th o r is charac te rised  by th ree  features: the  already m entioned 
overlapping of phenom ena an d  the ir dependence on s itua tion  as well a s  the ir 
g radualness. The first feature can  be described as a  lack of d istinct bo rders 
betw een the g roups (especially as regards language and  religion) despite the  
existence of a  Catholic and  an  O rthodox com m unity. D ependence on situa tion  
m eans th a t cu ltu ra l differences appear an d  van ish  depending on the s itu a tio n  
and  context. G radualness denotes different levels of com m itm ent to the  reality  of 
the borderland, depending on th e  k ind of social ties (family, neighbours, environ- 
ment).The individual persons live in a village com m une the  essen tial identification 
category of w hich is its local character. Family bonds and  ties w ith neighbours 
allow them  to tran sg ress  religious division, frequently  unconsciously , w ithou t any 
reflection. (OL)

A nna T a r n o w s k a ,  O niezależności sądów  i niezawisłości sędziów Woje
wódzkich Sądów Administracyjnych 1920-1939 (The Independence of  Courts 
and Judges o f the Palatinate Administrative Courts 1920-1939), “Czasopism o 
Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań), vol. LVIII, 2006, No 1, pp. 119-143.

In th is article the a u th o r com pares the  activity of the  P alatinate  A dm inistrative 
C ourts (WSA), w hich in the  in te r-w ar period existed in the p a la tina tes  of Pom er
ania, Poznań and  a  p a rt of the  S ilesian pala tina te , w ith the  P russian  regional 
departm ents. The P alatinate A dm inistrative C ourts were, in a way, a  con tinuation  
of P ru ssian  courts: they were proof of strong  adm in istra tive differences betw een 
the  Polish regions and  of the lack of uniform  ju d ica tu re  in  the  Second Republic. 
They functioned in T oruń, Poznań an d  Katowice from February  1920. In th e  first 
p a rt of the  article the a u th o r d iscu sses the  problem s of the transitional period 
during  w hich the P ru ssian  regional dep artm en ts  were transform ed into Palatinate  
A dm inistrative C ourts. Next, she depicts the organisation  of the  P alatinate  
A dm inistrative C ourts, including changes m ade in P ru ssian  terminology, the 
com petence of the courts and  their s tru c tu re . The article is based  on m ateria ls of 
the Palatinate  A dm inistrative C ourt in T oruń, w here the largest am oun t of 
docum ents h a s  survived. T arnaw ska also d iscu sses con tac ts betw een the  cou rts  
and  the voivodes. The com plications w hich arose in th is  respect were due to the 
fact th a t the  voivodes’ pow ers were changed  w hen the  WSA were estab lished . The 
vague regulations and  m isunders tand ings betw een the  adm inistrative o rgans had  
a  negative effect on the  efficiency of th e  courts. The au th o r p resen ts  the  com po
sition of the  WSA, the  regulations governing the  election of judges, an d  the  b ases  
for the ir verdicts. Her conclusions concern  the  relationsh ip  betw een the theory of
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th e  ju d g es’ independence an d  the  p ractice of Polish ju d ica tu re  during  the in ter
w ar period. (OL)

Piotr W a n d y c z ,  Aleksander Skrzyński:minister spraw zagrznicznych II 
Rzeczypospolitej (Aleksander Skrzyński: Minister of  Foreign Affairs o f the 
Second Republic), W arszaw a 2006, Polski Insty tu t Spraw  M iędzynarodo
wych, 304 [8] pp., tab les, ills., index of persons, sum . in English.

A leksander Skrzyński, a  law yer and  diplom at, one of the m ost in teresting  figures 
on the  Polish political scene during  the  in ter-w ar period, deserves read e rs’ 
a tten tion . He headed  the  M inistry of Foreign Affairs, w ith intervals, for nearly 
th ree  years, com bining the  p o st of head  of Polish diplom acy for som e tim e w ith 
th a t of prim e m inister.

The a u th o r w anted  to p re sen t the re la tionsh ip  betw een S krzyński’s political 
concepts an d  the  p ractice of h is  diplom atic work. In the first p a rt of the  book he 
dep icts h is  hero ’s personality  an d  h is political plan. In the nex t ones he d iscusses 
Polish foreign policy and  th e  key problem s Polish diplom acy had  to tackle w hen 
Skrzyński headed  it. In the  first period (Decem ber 1922 — May 1923) the  m ain 
question  w as the  dem arcation  of Poland’s  eas te rn  frontier. In the next period (July 
1924 — November 1925) diplom atic efforts were focused on security , defence of 
Polish in te re sts  in  the  in te rna tiona l forum  an d  relations w ith F rance an d  R ussia. 
In th is  section  the  au th o r  also pays a tten tio n  to Skrzyński’s rela tions w ith 
W ładysław  Sikorski, who w as m in is ter of m ilitary affairs in W ładysław G rabsk i’s 
governm ent a t th a t time. The year 1925 faced Poland w ith problem s connected 
w ith G erm any’s initiative an d  th e  idea to se t u p  a security  zone on the w estern 
frontier of th e  W eim ar Republic. D uring h is visits to E u ropean  coun tries and  the 
U nited S ta tes, Skrzyński tried  to im prove Poland’s s itua tion  and  her image. The 
au th o r  also d iscusses  the  s itua tion  of the Polish delegation in Locarno and  
Skrzyńsk i’s evaluation  of th e  in te rna tiona l s itua tion  after the  Locarno Treaty.

The difficult s itua tion  in  Europe an d  the  in ternal crisis in Poland played an  
im portan t role du ring  the  la s t period of Skrzyńsk i’s political activity, w hen he w as 
bo th  prim e m in ister an d  m in ister of foreign affairs. The work of a coalition 
governm ent w as in te rru p ted  by the  coup d ’é ta t in May 1926.

W andycz analyses S krzyńsk i’s policy, p resen ting  the  opinions of politicians 
of those  tim es as well a s  the views of h is to rian s. In the  au th o r’s opinion Skrzyński 
tried  to shape  a positive im age of Poland on th e  in ternational scene an d  to avoid 
conflicts w ith foreign s ta te s . (OL)

R om an Wa p iń s k i, Polityka i politycy. O polskiej scenie politycznej XX 
wieku. (Politics and Politicians. The Polish Political Scene in the 20th Century), 
Wrocław 2006, O ssolineum , 266 pp., ills., index of persons.

The a u th o r analyses th e  a ttitu d es  and  activities of Polish politicians in the  p as t 
century . His m ain  heroes are  the  leading politicians of the Second Republic: Józef 
P iłsudski, R om an Dmowski, W ładysław Sikorski an d  W incenty Witos. However, 
it is n o t the ir political activity an d  even less so the ir b iographies th a t in te rest the 
au tho r. His n a rra tio n  is subo rd ina ted  to h is m ain  aim: to p resen t the  evolution 
of a ttitu d es  w hich were characteristic  of the Polish political scene in the  20 th  
cen tury . W apiński com pares the  in telligentsia of the  tu rn  of the  19th cen tu ry  w ith 
the generation  b rough t up  in  the  second Republic, two groups w hich were shaped  
in a completely different political reality and , consequently , h ad  different a sp ira 
tions an d  different possibilities for realising them . He depicts their stance  against 
the background  of the  E u ropean  situa tion , th e  increasingly radical political and  
social m oods w hich changed  a ttitude  to s ta te  m a tte rs  an d  the  n a tio n ’s position. 
The a u th o r em phasises the  expectations of qu ick  changes an d  the u se  of extrem e 
solutions, characteristic  of the second decade of the  in te r-w ar period. In his 
opinion these  changes were a t the  root of the  a ttitu d e s  adopted  later, du ring  the 
period of People’s Poland an d  the Polish People’s Republic, w hen there w as a clear
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distinction  betw een the  s tance  of the  ru ling  circles an d  th a t of the  opposition. In 
addition  to a ttitu d e  to the  sta te , the a u th o r also analyses partic ipation  in politics 
as an  elem ent of professional career and  individual am bitions. As far a s  P iłsudski 
and  Dmowski are  concerned, the  a u th o r exam ines the ir g reat popularity , the ir 
personal appeal and  the  attrac tiveness of the ir social ideas, objectively p resen ting  
no t only the ir concepts b u t also the ir reception, in defiance of m yths, stereo types 
and  Polish national m egalom ania. (OL).

R yszard W r y k ,  Sport olimpijski w Polsce 1919-1939. Biogramy olimpijczy
ków (Olympic Sport in Poland 1919-1939. Short Biographies o f the Olympic 
Contenders), Poznań 2006, W ydawnictwo Poznańskie, In s ty tu t H istorii UAM, 
426 pp.

The book con ta ins sh o rt biographies of 317 con tenders who rep resen ted  Poland 
a t the  Olympic G am es in 1924, 1928, 1932 an d  1936. M ost of them  (270 persons) 
took p a rt in sum m er Olympic Gam es. E ach en try  con ta ins th e  basic biographical 
da ta , inform ation on a sp o rtsm an ’s or sportsw om an’s education, h is /h e r  voca
tional work and  career, m em bership  of a club, an d  activity in  spo rts o rgan isations 
an d  m ovem ents, typical of the  tw enty in te r-w ar years. Particularly  in teresting  are  
the  m ateria ls from the  collections of the C entral M ilitary Archives w hich p resen t 
official opinions on  the  Olympic contenders. A separa te  space h a s  been  devoted 
to the  fate of spo rtsm en  during  the Second World War; m any of them  fell on the  
battlefield or were m urdered  in G erm an an d  Soviet cam ps. (OL)

WORLD WAR II
Armia Czerwona w przededniu najcięższej próby. Materiały z  posiedzenia  
Głównej Rady Wojennej i w yższej kadry dowódczej Armii Czerwonej w  dn. 
23-31 grudnia 1940 r. (The Red Army on the Eve of  Its Hardest Test. Materials 

from  the Meeting Held by the Supreme War Council and Senior Red Army 
Commanders on December 23-31,1940), prefaced, tran s la ted  an d  edited by 
J a n u s z  B u d z i ń s k i ,  Czesław G r z e l a k  an d  Z ygm unt M a t u s z a k ,  
W arszawa 2006, Wydawnictwo Neriton, 335 pp., index of persons, index of 
place nam es.

The volum e con ta ins source tex ts from the  R ussian  S ta te  Military Archives in 
Moscow (they were b rough t to light in  1993). The docum ents show  one of the  least 
know n episodes of World W ar II: the  tactics, stra tegy  an d  s tren g th  of the  Red Army 
on the  eve of its confrontation  w ith the Third Reich. The conference, th e  m inu tes 
of w hich are p resen ted  in the  volume, took place after the  visit w hich th e  Soviet 
foreign M inister, V yacheslav Molotov, paid  to Berlin on November 12 an d  13,1940. 
The Soviet side w as given to u n d e rs tan d  there  th a t d e  facto G erm any regarded 
the whole of Europe as its sphere of influence. As the  au th o rs  of the  preface say, 
m ore th a n  270 persons took p a rt in the  D ecem ber conference. The debates were 
also a ttended  by Jo sep h  S talin , Andrey Zhdanov, an d  Kliment Voroshilov. The 
debates were opened by M arshal Tim oshenko. More th a n  50 Soviet generals from 
different m ilitary regions th en  took the floor. The au th o rs  of the preface (and of 
the explanations of source texts) say  th a t the  sh o rth an d  no tes reflect n o t only the 
tactical views of Soviet officers b u t also the ir m entality . The docum ents show  th a t 
a t the end of 1940 the  Soviet Army w as n o t prepared  for a  large-scale war. (KK)

Krzysztof A. T o c h m a n ,  Z ziemi obcej do Polski. Listy żołnierzy Polskich Sił 
Zbrojnych, którzy powrócili do kraju po II wojnie światowej From Alien Soil to 
Poland. (Letters Written by Soldiers o f the Polish Armed Forces Who Returned 
to Poland after World War II), vol. I, Zwierzyniec-Rzeszów-Londyn 2006, AWR 
Atrium , 488 pp., index of persons, ills.
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This is the  first large-scale a ttem p t to p resen t the fate of soldiers who fought on 
the W estern fronts du ring  World W ar II and  decided to re tu rn  to Poland after the 
war. The first volum e (the nex t ones are  being prepared) h a s  two parts . The first 
consists  of stu d ies  on th e  form ation of the Polish Armed Forces first in France 
an d  th en  in B ritain  an d  the ir cam paigns a t the  side of the  W estern allies in the 
Middle E ast and  Italy. This p a r t ends w ith an  evaluation  of the  situa tion  of the 
Polish Armed Forces after the  end  of hostilities. The au th o r says th a t on Ju ly  
1,1945 the Polish Armed Forces num bered  228,000 soldiers (the ground  forces 
h ad  202,000, the navy — 3,720, th e  a ir force — 13,480, an d  W omen’s Auxiliary 
Force 5,350). The la s t chord  in the  h isto ry  of the  Polish Armed Forces in  the West 
w as the deposition of the ir s ta n d a rd s  in  the  G eneral S ikorski H istorical In stitu te  
in London. Less th a n  a h a lf of the soldiers (103,000) re tu rned  to com m unist 
Poland. The fate of those who decided to re tu rn  differed: som e of them  adapted  
them selves to the  s tru c tu re s  of “people’s ru le” b u t the  m ajority fell victim to 
S ta lin ist repression. This is illu s tra ted  in the second p a rt of the book which 
con ta ins nearly  70 b iographies of the  re tu rnees. The a u th o r h as  carried ou t 
a  large-scale research  in  the  C entral Military Archives, the  National R em em 
brance  Institu te  and , w hat is particu larly  notew orthy, h a s  also m ade u se  of private 
collections (including accounts). (KK)

Ewa Wy g l e n d a ,  Edmund Jan Osmańczyk (1913-1989). Bibliografia twór
czości za  lata 1945-1991 (Edmund Jan Osmańczyk /1913-1989 /. Bibliog
raphy o f His Writings from  1945 till 1991), preface by M ichał Lis, Opole 2005, 
Stow arzyszenie In s ty tu t Ś ląski, 120 pp.

T his is a  valuable bibliographic aid  for h is to rian s dealing w ith World W ar II and  
the  Polish People’s Republic for the  life of E dm und  O s m a ń c z y k  (1913-1989), 
a  correspondent, jou rna lis t, w riter an d  politician, illu stra tes great events in the 
second half of th e  20 th  century. As a new spaper correspondent O sm ańczyk 
gained fame by h is  reports on  the  siege of Berlin, the  Potsdam  conference an d  the 
N urem berg trial. In 1952-1961, 1969-1985 he w as a m em ber of the  Polish 
parliam ent. In 1989 he partic ipa ted  in the  debates of the  R ound Table, on the 
side of “Solidarity”. For a sh o rt tim e he w as a sena to r of the  Opole Land, a region 
to w hich he w as closely a ttached . His articles an d  books are an  im portan t source 
for they enable readers to u n d e rs ta n d  th e  a ttitu d es of those  in tellectual circles 
w hich suppo rted  the  com m unist au tho rities for reasons of national in terest. The 
idea to p u t O sm ańczyk’s w ritings in order w as b o m  in 1984. The ta sk  w as 
u n d ertak en  by Ewa W yglenda who carried  ou t a  profound research  preparing  the 
core of the bibliography (which w as concluded after h e r death). The volum e now 
pub lished  com prises 1884 publica tions from 1945 to 1991 (posthum ous pub li
cations). (KK)

RECENT HISTORY
Akcja “Wisła ”. Polska i Ukraina w latach trzydziestych-czterdziestych XX  
wieku. Nieznane dokumenty z archiwów służb specjalnych (Operation “Vistu
la”. Poland and Ukraine in the 1930s and 1940s. Unknown Documents from  
the Archives o f Special Services), W arszawa-Kijów 2006, In s ty tu t Pamięci 
Narodowej, M inisterstw o Spraw  W ewnętrznych i A dm inistracji RP, Państw o
we A rchiw um  Służby Bezpieczeństw a U krainy, In s ty tu t B adań Politycznych 
i Narodowościowych Narodowej Akademii N auk Ukrainy, 832 pp., index of 
su rn am es an d  pseudonym s, index of place nam es, ills.

T his is the  fifth volum e of a series w orked ou t by a n  editorial com m ittee com posed 
of Polish an d  U krain ian  h is to rian s. The volum e deals w ith the  rese ttlem en t of 
U krain ians in Polish territories, carried  ou t in 1947. The operation, called “W isła” 
(Vistula), w as s ta rted  on April 28, 1947. On th a t day six divisions of the  Polish 
Armed Forces su rro u n d ed  U krain ian  villages while u n its  of the NKVD F rontier
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Troops and  Czechoslovak F rontier G uards blocked the frontiers in th e  east an d  
so u th  of the country. D uring the next th ree m on ths over 140,000 U krain ians, 
m ainly from th e  Low Beskid m oun ta ins, the Bieszczady m oun tains, the Chełm  
region and  the so u th e rn  p a rt of Podlasie, were transferred  to P oland’s w estern  
and  n o rthern  pala tina tes.

The volum e includes unknow n docum ents from Polish and  U krainian a rc h i
ves w hich show  the  p repara tion  for the  operation and  its course. The au th o rs  of 
the in troduction , Grzegorz M o t y k a  and  Yuri S h a p o v a l, po in t ou t th a t it w as 
openly w ritten  in the p lan  for the operation  th a t its aim  w as “to solve the  U krain ian  
problem  in Poland”. The volum e also con ta ins a n  extensive docum enta tion  
depicting the U krain ian  underg round  (consisting m ainly of u n its  of the  U krain ian  
Insu rrec tionary  Army). The docum ents also throw  light on the life of th e  rese ttled  
U krain ian  population . (KK)

Ewa B e y n a r - C z e c z o t ,  Mój ojciec Paweł Jasienica (My Father Paweł 
Jasienica), preface by W ładysław B a r t o s z e w s k i ,  W arszawa 2006, Pró
szyński i S -ka , 184 pp., index of persons, ills.

In th is biography of her fa ther Paweł J a s i e n i c a ,  a  writer, essay ist and  h is to 
rian, Ewa Beynar-Czeczot h as  m ade u se  of family archives, docum ents of th e  
M inistry of In ternal Affairs an d  the Polish U nited W orkers’ Party  a s  well a s  h e r 
own recollections. She describes the childhood of her father, h is  education , the  
beginnings of h is professional work (at a  private secondary  school in Grodno), h is  
conspiratorial work during the war, and  the first post-w ar years (his work for 
a Catholic periodical “Tygodnik Powszechny” since 1946 and  finally h is  a rre s t by 
the  Security  Service in 1948). She pa in ts  a  detailed p icture of h e r fa ther’s lite rary  
work in the  1960s an d  in the background  also depicts literary life du ring  those  
years. Particularly  in teresting  is the  descrip tion  of the  las t few years of Ja s ie n ic a ’s 
life, the  political cam paign aga in s t him  an d  finally h is m arriage to an  agen t 
p lan ted  by the Security  Service (1969). The la s t few years of Ja s ien ica ’s life are  
also described in the  preface by W ładysław B a r t o s z e w s k i ,  one of the  w riter’s 
closest friends. (KK)

Witold J a n  C h m i e l e w s k i ,  Kształcenie nauczycieli w okresie ideologizacji 
szkolnictwa, 1944-1956 (The Training of  Teachers during the Period when  
Education Was Ideologised, 1944-1956), W arszawa 2006, W ydawnictwo 
Neriton, 389 pp.

The a u th o r describes the tra in ing  of prim ary school teachers du ring  the  S ta lin ist 
period in Poland. He concen tra tes on teacher tra in ing  colleges. He says th a t in 
accordance w ith the  principles of educational policy, the teach ers’ tra in ing  
colleges were no t only to im part professional knowledge to the ir s tu d en ts  b u t also 
to shape  the ir consciousness according to the  binding ideology. Chmielewski 
p resen ts  the principles of com m unist educational policy in the  first post-w ar 
decade, the  work of teach ers’ tra in ing  colleges, the policy of shap ing  the college 
staffs (including the pu rges carried  o u t in 1948), the curricu la  and  schoolbooks, 
the role of youth  organ isations in the colleges, and  also the policy of la icisation  
(elim ination of religious teaching and  religious symbols). The au th o r po in ts ou t 
th a t the ideological and  political influence exerted by the teach e rs’ tra in ing  
colleges on the ir s tu d en ts  in 1944-1956 tu rn ed  ou t to be superficial and  tra n s i
tory, as w as proved by the young people’s behaviour in 1956. According to 
Chmielewski, the values im planted  a t hom e tu rn ed  ou t to be more im portan t th a n  
the ideology contained in the  schoolbooks. Not w ithout im portance w as the  s tance  
of som e teachers who did the ir b est to im part tru e  knowledge to their pupils.

The book is based  on the au th o r’s large-scale research  in the Archives of 
M odem  R ecords in W arsaw, the  archives of the  Union of Polish T eachers, the 
N ational R em em brance Institu te  and  in the s ta te  archives in Łódź an d  Piotrków 
Trybunalski. (KK)
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B artosz C i c h o c k i ,  Krzysztof J ó ź w ia k ,  Najważniejsze sq  kadry. Central
na Szkota Partyjna PPR/PZPR (Correct Senior Staffs Are the Most Important 
Thing. The Central Party School o f the PPR/PZPR), prefaced by M arcin K u l a  
an d  Rom uald T u r k o w s k i ,  W arszawa 2006, Wydawnictwo Trio, 208 pp.

Two young h is to rian s describe the  C entral Party  School of the Polish W orkers’ 
P a rty / Polish U nited W orkers’ Party, w hich existed in Łódź from 1944 to 1952. 
They are  particu larly  in terested  in how the school form ed the m entality  of the 
people who later sh ap ed  the  ch arac te r of the com m unist party . The party  courses 
were to raise  the in tellectual level of party  activists. Every g raduate  of the  school 
w as to be a  new socialist m an. The C entral Party School w as a t first subord inated  
to th e  P ropaganda D epartm ent of the  C entral Com m ittee an d  from M arch 1947 
to the  T raining D epartm en t of the  C entral Comm ittee. The au th o rs  describe the 
tra in ing  and  exam inations, and  characterise  the  s tu d e n ts  as well as the  teachers. 
They also analyse th e  cu rricu lum  of the  school, laying s tre ss  on its ideological 
an d  p ropaganda character. The au th o rs  have estab lished  th a t every year som e of 
the  g rad u a tes  of th e  C entral Party  School were recru ited  to the  Security  Service 
(up to 1952). They show  the h isto ry  of the School in a b roader socio-political 
con tex t an d  try  to find o u t the  m echanism s of social prom otion in the  first ten  
years of People’s Poland. (KK)

Krzysztof D ą b e k ,  PZPR — retrospektywny portret własny (PZPR — Its Own 
Retrospective Portrait), W arszaw a 2006, W ydawnictwo Trio, 367 pp., annex.

The au th o r h as  conducted  32 interviews w ith persons from the  ap p a ra tu s  of the 
old Polish U nited W orkers’ Party (PZPR) in o rder to show  the  sociological m ech
an ism s of th e  a p p a ra tu s  of pow er in the Polish People’s Republic in 1956-1980 
a n d  the  m entality  of the  party ’s functionaries. D ąbek says th a t after 1956 the 
au tho rities con tinued  to follow uniform  ru les based  on the  system ’s ideology in 
all fields of social life. In the  au th o r’s opinion it can  therefore be said  th a t in th is 
sense  the system  of power con tinued  to be to talitarian . He po in ts ou t th a t the 
basic  principle w hich influenced all fields of social life, even after 1956, w as un ity  
of socialist society. In keeping w ith th is principle, society h ad  to be un ited  
organisationally  an d  ideologically. The resu lt w as th a t divisions an d  rivalry w ithin 
th e  a p p a ra tu s  of pow er were concealed. Nevertheless, rivalry betw een different 
factions, cliques an d  in te rest g roups w ent on in  the  a p p a ra tu s  of power. The 
a u th o r describes in  detail how  individual persons reached  power an d  depicts 
various k inds of in trigues, cliques an d  conflicts. He em phasises th a t the a ttitude  
of the  PZPR functionaries in the  public sphere differed from their a ttitu d e  in  private 
life. (KK)

Andrzej S tan isław  K o w a l c z y k ,  Od Bukaresztu do Laffitów. Jerzego Gie
droycia rzeczpospolita epistolarna (From Bucharest to Maison Laffitte. The 
Epistolary Republic o f Jerzy Giedroyć), Sejny 2006, Pogranicze, 298 pp.

Kowalczyk’s s tu d y  in  literary  h istory  is an  im portan t con tribu tion  to ou r know l
edge of Poland’s recen t history. The a u th o r analyses the correspondence of Jerzy  
G i e d r o y ć ,  editor of the periodical “K ultu ra” (“Culture"), and  h is close collabor
a tors, a un ique  source for learning the ir a ttitudes, aesthetic  views, political 
opinions, d isp u te s  over values, political projects and  the ir everyday life in 
em igration. Kowalczyk concen tra tes on Giedroyć’s le tters to Roger R a c z y ń s k i ,  
Mieczysław G r y d z e w s k i ,  Witold G o m b r o w i c z ,  M elchior W a ń k o w i c z ,  
Jerzy  S t e m p o w s k i ,  B ohdan O s a d c z u k ,  K onstanty  J e l e ń s k i an d  Ju liu sz  
M i e r o s z e w s k i ,  th a t is, the  m ost p rom inent Polish politicians, w riters, e s
say ists  an d  jo u rn a lis ts  of the  second ha lf of the  20 th  century. He s ta r ts  by 
describing th e  evacuation  of Giedroyć and  a group of Polish officials to Rom ania 
in  1939. In the an n ex  to the  first chap te r Kowalczyk p resen ts  in full Giedroyć’s 
little know n le tters to Roger Raczyński w ritten  betw een 1940 and  1941. He th en  
describes th e  b eh in d -th e -scen es  activities of the  Polish em bassy  in B ucharest

http://rcin.org.pl



282 ABSTRACTS

and  its tran sfe r to Istanbul. The m ost im portan t p a rt of th e  book deals w ith the 
emigre periodical “K ultu ra” pub lished  u n d e r G iedroyć’s editorship. Kowalczyk 
com pares Jerzy  Giedroyć w ith an o th e r o u ts tand ing  represen tative of the  Polish 
em igration, Mieczysław Grydzewski (editor of “W iadom ości” (“The News”) p u b lish 
ed in London). The difference betw een the two m en is best seen in a  sen tence 
u tte red  by Grydzewski: “The editing of the  paper is no t for me an  aim  in  itself, for 
my principal aim  is political an d  social activity covering my coun try  an d  the 
em igration .” Kowalczyk follows in these footsteps p resen ting  the emigre “episto l
ary republic” as an  original proposal for Polish cu ltu re  an d  policy calcu la ted  for 
a d is tan t future. (KK)

Andrzej Krzysztof K u n e r t ,  Oskarżony Kazimierz Moczarski (Defendant 
Kazimierz Moczarski), preface by W ładysław B a r t o s z e w s k i ,  W arszawa
2006, Iskry, 214 pp, index of persons,, annex.

K unerťs book concerns a fragm ent of the  biography of M o c z a r s k i ,  a u th o r of 
a  well know n book Conversations with a Hangman: h is  a rre s t (August 11,1945), 
h is trial (in fact two trials, one in 1945 and  the  o ther in 1948-1952), his 
im prisonm ent, release and  the  co u rt’s rehab ilita ting  verdict. The au th o r h a s  m ade 
u se  of ab u n d a n t archival m ateria ls, including investigation and  jud ic ia l docu
m en ts w hich he h a s  carefully vetted, revealing m any unknow n facts an d  explain
ing an d  correcting countless inaccuracies w hich have appeared  in th e  pub lica
tions devoted to M oczarski, few as they were.

D uring the  occupation  M oczarski w as engaged in consp iratoria l work on 
th ree p lanes. He w as active in the  (conspiratorial) D em ocratic Party, w orked in 
the Inform ation D epartm ent of the  Inform ation an d  P ropaganda B ureau  of the 
C entral C om m and of the Union of Armed S tru g g le /la te r Home Army, b u t he 
a ttached  special im portance to h is  work (from the  beginning of 1944) in  the 
Regional H eadquarters of the  U nderground S truggle of W arsaw. He took p a rt in 
the  W arsaw  Rising (from the  beginning to its end), organising the  Inform ation and 
Propaganda B ureau ’s radio com m unications (he escaped being sen t to a G erm an 
cam p after the  fall of the rising). He w as a rrested  in A ugust 1945 for “hostile” 
activity against “people’s pow er” an d  sen tenced  to p rison  for ten  years; after 
an o th e r trial du ring  w hich he w as subm itted  to d rastic  to rtu res  he w as sen tenced  
to death .

M oczarski described h is p rison experiences in a letter to h is lawyer, Włady
sław  W inawer, in February  1955. The letter is included in the  annex  to K unerťs 
book. The publication  is one of the  basic sources to the h istory  of th e  period of 
S talin ism  in Poland. (KK)

Zofia L e s z c z y ń s k a ,  Prokuratorzy i sędziowie lubelskich sądów wojsko
wych, 1944-1955 (The Prosecutors and Judges o f Lublin Military Courts, 
1944-1955), Lublin 2006, N orbertinum , 387 pp., index of persons, ills.

The publication  h as  been designed as an  aid for h is to rian s in terested  in the  h istory  
of th e  Polish People’s Republic. It is m ade u p  of th ree parts: a  p resen ta tion  of the 
subject, a  dictionary contain ing brief biographies of th e  military p rosecu tors and 
judges active in the Lublin region in the  first post-w ar decade, and  an  extensive 
selection of docum ents from tria ls (including the g rounds for dea th  sentences). 
The docum ents reflect the huge scale of jud icial m urders  com m itted on soldiers 
of the  Home Army and  the  Freedom  and  Independence (WiN) m ovem ent. The 
au th o r draw s a tten tion  to the  fact th a t the Suprem e M ilitary C ourt w as se t u p  in 
Lublin as early as Septem ber 10,1944. The M ilitary C ourt of the  Lublin G arrison 
(later transform ed into the  Regional M ilitary Court), w hich w as su b o rd ina ted  to 
the  S uprem e Military C ourt, w as headed  by L ieu tenan t Colonel K onstanty  K ru
kowski, a  R ussified Pole, chief of the  court-m artia l of the  Second Infantry  Division 
of the  Polish Army in the  Soviet Union. At the  sam e tim e the  Polish National 
L iberation Com m ittee (PKWN) issued  the decree “Protection of the S ta te” (with
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retroactive effect as from A ugust 15,1944) w hich also p u t civilians u n d e r the 
com petence of m ilitary courts if they were accused  of political offences. The au th o r 
s tre sses  th a t the  provisions of the  decree were d irected m ainly against soldiers of 
the Home Army and  ag a in s t all persons who did no t agree w ith the  estab lishm en t 
of com m unist pow er in  Poland. She estim ates th a t the  m ilitary courts in the  Lublin 
region p ronounced  dea th  sen tences on 515 persons, 180 of whom  were sho t by 
a firing squad  (up to 1954). It is still unknow n w here they were buried.

Leszczyńska h a s  exam ined n o t only the records of the  Regional Military 
C ourt, now  kept in th e  Lublin b ran ch  of the  National R em em brance Institu te , b u t 
also the  records of th e  C entral Military Archives in  W arsaw  and  personal docu
m ents of s tu d e n ts  kep t in  the  Archives of the  Catholic University in Lublin and  
the  M aria C urie-Skłodow ska University (two universities w hich h ad  a  large 
n u m b er of victim ised persons). (KK)

J a n  Józef L i p s k i ,  KOR. Komitet Obrony Robotników, Komitet Samoobrony
Społecznej (KOR. Committeefor the Defence o f Workers, Committee fo r  Social
Self-Defence), in troduction  by Andrzej Friszke, no tes by Grzegorz W aligóra
an d  J a n  Tom asz Lipski, W arszaw a 2006, IPN, 646 pp., index of persons, ills.

J a n  Józef L i p s k i ,  a  leading activist of the dem ocratic opposition in the  Polish 
People’s Republic, w rote h is book during  h is tw o-m onth  stay  in London in the 
sum m er of 1982 (six years after the  foundation  of the  Com m ittee for the  Defence 
of W orkers), an d  before re tu rn in g  to Poland gave the  m an u scrip t to Nina S m o 
l a r ,  who edited it. The book w as pub lished  by the  emigre pub lishers “A neks” in 
1983, w hen  investigations aga in s t KOR m em bers were in full sw ing and  w hen the 
S ecurity  Service w as looking for h idden  KOR m em bers. This is why the  first edition 
could no t include inform ation w hich would have u n m ask ed  its heroes. The new 
edition is equipped w ith detailed  notes. Lipski’s tex t is preceded by an  extensive 
in troduction  by Andrzej F r i s z k e ,  a  h is to rian  who specialises in  the  h istory  of 
P oland’s dem ographic opposition an d  the  em igration. Friszke ou tlines Lipski’s 
b iography an d  describes the  backstage events w hich accom panied the  publication  
of the first edition of the  book. As Lipski h im self w rote in the preface to th e  first 
edition, the  book is b ased  m ainly on docum ents an d  “the  gaps have been  filled in 
by m em ory.” The book, re-pub lished  after so m any years, is a valuable testim ony 
by a  w itness of the  events it describes and  is still the m ost im portan t m onograph 
of the Com m ittee for the  Defence of W orkers. (KK)

Grzegorz M u s i a ł ,  Dziennik wojny jaruzelskiej (A Diary o f the Jaruzelski
War), Poznań 2006, Wydawnictwo Zysk i S -ka, 237 pp., annexes.

This d iary of Grzegorz M usiał, a  physician, w riter an d  poet, con tains the  notes he 
m ade from April 1981 to May 1982. They show  the  a tm osphere of the  la s t few 
m on ths of the  “the  carnival of Solidarity” an d  next, the m oods after th e  in troduc
tion of m artia l law. The d iary  is a  un ique po rtra it of th e  intelligentsia outside 
W arsaw, of its a ttitu d es, asp ira tions and  hopes. W ith g rea t sub tle ty  the  au th o r 
describes consp iratoria l m eetings, the  a ttem pted  moves a t resistance, an d  the 
a rre s t of m any  w riters sym path ising  w ith “Solidarity”. M usiał also show s the 
influence of m artia l law on everyday relations betw een people and  on social ties. 
The d iary also con ta in s the  au th o r’s reflections on “how to reconstruc t o u r violated 
privacy” u n d e r  political repression. M usiał describes the popu la tion ’s growing 
apathy , th e  d isinclination  to engage in collective undertak ings (shared even by 
underg round  “Solidarity”), the  realisa tion  th a t there  is no alternative. He also 
show s everyday life u n d e r  m artia l law: p u rch ases  in em pty shops, the  reception 
of parcels from abroad, political jokes. This is no t only an  in teresting  book b u t 
also  a valuable source depicting the specific ch arac te r of m artial law in Poland. 
(KK)
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Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  Wojna polsko-jaruzelska. Stan wojenny w  Polsce 13 
grudnia 1981 —  22 lipca 1983 r. (The Poland —  Jaruzelski War. Martial Law  
in Poland, December 13,1981 -  July 22,1983), W arszawa 2006, Prószyński 
i S -ka , 280 pp., index of persons, ills.

As the  a u th o r says in the preface, the book is a  political h istory  and  a  descrip tion  
of collective a ttitu d es  during  the period of m artia l law. Paczkowski describes the  
p repara tions for the in troduction  of m artial law, the  scale of repressive m easu res 
an d  the  conditions of everyday life. Very in teresting  is h is  analysis of th e  cen tre  
of pow er after D ecem ber 13,1981. The a u th o r po in ts ou t th a t the M ilitary N ational 
Salvation Council (WRON) w as an  in s titu tion  acting  ou tside the lawful order. One 
of the m ost in teresting  fragm ents of the book is the  descrip tion  of O peration  
“R enaissance” w hich w as to revive (or ra th e r create anew) a Solidarity m an n ed  by 
activists controlled by the  au thorities (the p lan  w as given up). Paczkow ski 
analyses various form s of social resistance, from s tree t dem onstra tions an d  
strikes to “little sabotage” (e.g. inscrip tions on walls) an d  a ttem p ts  to b reak  th e  
au th o rities’ inform ation monopoly (underground  p rin ting  houses, Radio Soli
darity). He em phasises th a t w hat w as particu larly  characteristic  of th e  m artia l 
law period w as the rebellion of young people (especially in large towns). The 
underg round  “Solidarity” w as growing up  fast. The decisive m om ent w as the  
estab lishm en t of the  Interim  C oordination Com m ission (announced  on April 
22,1982). U nderground “Solidarity” adopted  th en  the principle of a non-v io len t 
struggle w hich w as to lead to the  form ation of an  “Independent Society”. (KK)

Krzysztof P e r s a k ,  Sprawa Henryka Hollanda (The Henryk Holland Case), 
W arszaw a 2006, ISP PAN, IPN, 405 pp., index of persons, ills.

Krzysztof P ersak  solves th e  puzzling problem  of the  dea th  of Henryk H o l l a n d ,  
a jo u rn a lis t an d  scho lar who fell from th e  window of h is flat in W arsaw  on 
D ecem ber 21,1961. For m any h is to rian s H olland’s dea th  w as a sym bolic end of 
the O ctober 1956 reform s. Persak  vets the  ru m o u rs  th a t H olland w as m urdered  
by investigating officers of the  Security  Service. It follows from the rich  source 
m aterials he h a s  collected (he h a s  even m ade u se  of the  records of conversations 
tapped on a device installed  in H olland’s flat) th a t H olland com m itted suicide 
ju m p in g  ou t of the window during  a  search  th a t w as being carried o u t by the  
Security  Service. H olland w as accused  of m ain tain ing  close con tac ts w ith  corre
sponden ts of W estern papers  an d  supplying them  w ith inform ation w hich u n d e r
m ined the au tho rity  of com m unist power. According to Persak, th e  H olland case 
w as linked to a  political game. He suggests th a t the  accusation  th a t H olland h ad  
violated a sta te  secret w as in fact a  provocation by the th en  deputy  m in ister of 
in ternal affairs, Mieczysław Moczar, who w anted  to s treng then  h is political 
influence, a  provocation w hich w as also directed aga in s t Holland’s acqua in tances 
from the  reform atory wing of the  Polish U nited W orkers’ Party. P ersak’s b iography 
of H enryk H olland b roadens ou r knowledge of the  first 15 years of the  Polish 
People’s Republic. (KK)

Wojciech P o l a k ,  Stan wojenny — pierwsze dni (Martial Law  — the First 
Days), G dańsk  2006, Oficyna W ydawnicza F inna, 484 pp., index of s u rn a 
m es an d  pseudonym s, ills.

The au th o r describes the genesis of m artial law in Poland and  the first hours , 
days an d  w eeks after its in troduction . He analyses in detail the  p ro tests  staged 
by activists of “Solidarity”, the  m ethods u sed  by the  au thorities to ju stify  m artia l 
law, in ternational reactions, the  b irth  of underg round  “Solidarity” and  th e  stance  
of the  Catholic C hurch  during  the  period w hen m artia l law w as in force. He also 
tries to reconstruc t the  con tac ts betw een G eneral Ja ru ze lsk i’s team  an d  Soviet 
leaders an d  evaluates the ir influence on the  p repara tions for m artia l law. The 
book is b ased  m ainly on diaries, accounts, pub lished  collections of docum ents 
and  the underg round  p ress. The a u th o r a sse rts  th a t G eneral Wojciech Ja ru ze lsk i
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“did no t take into accoun t any alternative w ays” w hen he in troduced  m artial law. 
In the  au th o r’s opinion “the  lack of economic reform s an d  the Ja ru ze lsk i team ’s 
subservience to the  Soviet Union led to an  increase in Poland’s economic 
dependence on her e as te rn  neighbour in the 1980s”. (KK)

Polska wobec radzieckiej strefy okupacyjnej Niemiec. Maj 1945 — październik 
1949 (Poland’s Attitude to the Soviet Zone of Occupation in Germany. May 
1945 -  October 1949), ed itorship, preface and  selection of docum ents by 
Jerzy  Koc h a n o ws k i, docum ents edited by Andrzej K r a j e w s k i  and  
M ałgorzata M a z u r e k ,  W arszaw a 2006, W ydawnictwo Neriton, 527 pp., 
index of persons, index of geographical nam es.

This is th e  first volum e of a series p lanned  by th e  G erm an H istorical In s titu te  in 
W arsaw  (with the partic ipation  of Polish and  G erm an h istorians) w hich will 
d iscu ss  Poland’s con tac ts w ith E ast G erm any. It consists  of an  extensive in tro 
duction  (by Jerzy K o c h a n o w s k i )  an d  selected docum ents found in the 
Archives of M odem  Records, the Archives of the  M inistry of Foreign Affairs in 
W arsaw, the archives of the Polish Red Cross, the Claim s and  W ar R eparations 
Office, an d  the Polish Com m ercial M ission in Berlin. The volume con tains 
in teresting  docum ents reflecting d ispu tes  over the  O der-L usatian  Neisse frontier, 
the tran sfe r of the G erm an population , the  fate of the  G erm an prisoners of war, 
negotiations on claim s, an d  also trade  contac ts. The au th o rs  draw  a tten tion  to 
the  dynam ic developm ent of rela tions betw een Poles an d  E ast G erm ans and  say 
th a t it can  be said  th a t before the  estab lishm en t of the G erm an D em ocratic 
Republic the  O der-N eisse frontier ra th e r un ited  th a n  separa ted  Poles and  E ast 
G erm ans. (KK)

Polski październik 1956 w poliyce światowej (Poland’s October 1956 in World 
Politics), ed. J a n  R o w i ń s k i ,  W arszaw a 2006, Polski In s ty tu t Spraw  Mię
dzynarodowych, 351 pp., index of persons.

The book gives readers a deep insight into the genesis of the O ctober 1956 events 
in Poland and  evaluates the ir re su lts  in in ternal an d  foreign politics from the 
perspective of ha lf a century . The articles by well know n Polish, American, 
B ulgarian, G erm an, R ussian  and  C hinese h is to rian s provide new  inform ation on 
the reaction  of the  leaders of the  Soviet Union, C hina, the U nited S ta tes  and  
coun tries of the com m unist bloc (Czechoslovakia, B ulgaria, DRG) to the political 
transfo rm ations in Poland. Particularly  in teresting  is the analysis of C hinese 
policy tow ards Poland an d  H ungary in the a u tu m n  of 1956. The 14 articles 
gathered  in the volum e show  th a t the Polish O ctober 1956 had  a  deep im pact on 
in ternational affairs. (KK)

Śląska codzienność po drugiej wojnie światowej (Everyday Life in Silesia after 
World War II), ed. Z ygm unt W o ź n i c z k a ,  Katowice 2006, Wydawnictwo 
U niw ersytetu Śląskiego, 261 pp.

This is a collection of seventeen articles p resen ting  everyday life in Upper Silesia, 
m ainly du ring  the S ta lin ist period (up to 1956). As the  editor w rites in the  preface, 
it w as the  national question  th a t determ ined the  specific ch arac te r of Upper 
Silesia. For cen tu ries th ree  ethn ic  groups, Poles (Silesians), G erm ans and  Jew s 
had  coexisted there. The new “people’s pow er” tried to im pose no t only its 
com m unist ideology b u t also the  idea of a  hom ogeneous state, w ithout ethnic 
m inorities. A nother problem  w as the  p o st-w ar m igration to Upper Silesia of people 
from o ther Polish regions. On the  o ther hand , som e inhab itan ts , especially 
G erm ans and  Jew s who h ad  survived the  H olocaust em igrated (or were forced to 
leave). The au th o rs  of th e  articles show  two phenom ena: the functioning of the 
com m unist regime as  well a s  cu ltu ra l, na tional an d  dem ographic changes. 
Katowice, the capital of Silesia, greatly expanded as a  model town of socialism , 
acquired  g reat significance. The volum e opens w ith a m ethodological study  by
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Wojciech K ę d z i e r z a w s k i  who d iscusses the sociological theories of research  
into everyday life. The next article (by Ryszard K a c z m a r e k )  depicts everyday 
life in Upper Silesia during  the G erm an occupation. Zygm unt W o ź n i c z k a  and  
Kazimierz M i r o s z e w s k i  exam ine the  repressive m easu res  applied in  Upper 
Silesia after 1945. Jędrzej C h u m ińs k i and  M arian M u s z k i e w i c z  describe 
the a ttitu d e  of U pper Silesian industria l w orkers to “people’s ru le” (in 1945-1948). 
W orthy of notice are stud ies on the  Silesian d ialect (by Jo la n ta  T a m b o r ) ,  
recollections of people who rem em ber Upper Silesia as it w as in  the ir childhood 
(Leszek D z i ę g i e l ,  A leksander N a w a r e c k i ) .  The volum e ends w ith G rażyna 
C z a k a ń s k a ’s article Szolki — a Very Small Collection w hich show s th e  history  
of characteristic  Silesian m ugs w ith handles. (KK)

Jacek  Top y ło. Departament X  Ministerstwa Bezpieczeństwa Publicznego 
w latach 1949-1954. Geneza — struktura organizacyjna — metody pracy 
(Department X  o f the Ministry o f Public Security in 1949-1954. Its Genesis — 
Organisational Structure — Methods of Work), T oruń  2006, W ydawnictwo 
Adam M arszałek, 247 pp., index of persons, annexes.

The a u th o r describes one of the  m ost m ysterious cells of the  security  a p p a ra tu s  
functioning during  the  S ta lin ist period: the  Special B u reau  of the  M inistry of 
Public Security, transform ed la ter into D epartm ent X. It w as se t up  on the 
initiative of Bolesław Bierut, J a k u b  B erm an and  Hilary Mine in  o rder to com bat 
“provocation” in “the  working class m ovem ent” (in practice in the  ran k s  of the 
Polish U nited W orkers’ Party). The a u th o r depicts the  staff of D epartm en t X, its 
com petences, ta sk s  an d  m ethods of work. He po in ts o u t th a t several h u n d red  
persons, am ong whom were also com m unists accused  of righ tw ing-nationalis t 
deviation (including Gomułka) were kep t in the gaols of D epartm en t X. The 
reorganisation  of the  M inistry of Public Security  in 1954 p u t an  end  to the  activity 
of D epartm ent X. The a u th o r h a s  m ade u se  of docum ents of the  National 
R em em brance In stitu te  and  collections of the  “K arta” (C harter) C entre  in W arsaw. 
The book enhances ou r knowledge of the  s tru c tu re s  of pow er du ring  the  S ta lin ist 
period. (KK)

T eresa T o r a ń s k a ,  Byli (The Former Ones), W arszawa 2006, Świat Książki, 
319 pp., index of persons, ills.

This is a  collection of interviews w hich T eresa T orańska  carried  o u t in 2002-2006  
w ith leading politicians of the  1970s and  1980s: W ojciech Jaruze lsk i, Józef 
Tejchm a, Kazimierz Kąkol, Maciej Szczepański, M ichał Jagiełło  an d  Jerzy  U rban. 
The publication  is a  con tinuation  of T o rańska’s fam ous book Oni (They) w hich 
contained the  interviews w hich T orańska conducted  w ith  the  m ost p rom inent 
figures of the S ta lin ist period in Poland in the  1980s. T o rań sk a ’s  la te st book gives 
readers an  insight into the m entality  of politicians of the  la te  period of the Polish 
People’s Republic: it po rtrays the  a tm osphere in the  Polish U nited W orkers’ Party 
and  the  everyday life of an  apara tch ik . It depicts the ir ca reers an d  show s to w hat 
exten t their were a resu lt of their own choice and  to w h a t ex ten t a  resu lt of 
a  coincidence. These are  also stories abou t youthful illusions, the  growing d isen 
ch an tm en t w ith the socialist system , and  a t the sam e tim e the  toxic dependence 
on power (a sub ject ra ised  in the preface by Nina S m o l a r ) .  The book throw s 
light on changes in the power elite’s m entality  in the Polish People’s Republic. 
(KK)

W połowie drogi. Warszawa między Paryżem a Kijowem (Warsaw, Halfway 
between Paris and Kiev), ed. Jerzy  K o c h a n o w s k i ,  W arszawa 2006, 
W ydawnictwo Trio, 256 pp.

The au th o rs  of the  book have se t them selves two tasks: to com pare W arsaw w ith 
o ther large cities (in com m unist an d  non -com m un ist countries), Paris, E ast 
Berlin. Kiev, D resden, and  to depict the influence of com m unist policy on
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arch itectu re, aesthe tics an d  everyday life in Poland’s capital and  o ther cities. 
Polish, G erm an an d  U krain ian  h is to rian s partic ipated  in the research  p ro
gram m e. W arsaw  is described by Błażej B r z o s t e k ,  Piotr Ma jews k i and  
Tom asz M a r k i e w i c z ,  Berlin by S tefan M e y e r ,  D resden by Anne Sophie 
P a p p a i ,  Kiev by Sofiya D yak. According to Jerzy  Kochanowski, the  editor of 
the publication, the  book show s W arsaw ’s place after World W ar II, an d  tries to 
estab lish  w hether it w as closer to Paris or Moscow. In h is opinion it w as halfway 
betw een these  two cities. Kochanowski suggests th a t in the  fu tu re  com parisons 
shou ld  also be m ade betw een the  W arsaw  in the  tim es of E dw ard Gierek, Berlin 
u n d e r Erich H onecker, Moscow u n d e r Leonid Brezhnev an d  B ucharest u n d e r 
Nicolae C eausescu . (KK)

Grzegorz W a l i g ó r a ,  Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Obywatela (Movement 
fo r  the Defence o f Human and Civic Rights), W arszawa 2006, IPN, 356 pp.,
index of persons.

This is the  first a ttem p t to describe a m ovem ent which, alongside the Comm ittee 
for the  Defence of W orkers, w as the  m ost im portan t oppositional group in the 
Polish People’s Republic in the  second ha lf of th e  1970s. The a u th o r h a s  based  
h is analysis m ainly on docum ents of the  Polish U nited W orkers’ Party  an d  the 
M inistry of In ternal Affairs. The book consists  of six p arts . W aligóra describes the 
genesis of th e  M ovement for the  Defence of H um an an d  Civic Rights (ROPCIO), 
th e  m ost im portan t initiatives launched  by its activ ists w hen the m ovem ent w as 
a t its peak betw een M arch 1977 an d  J u n e  1978, the  reasons for the sp lit in the 
m ovem ent (Ju n e  1978), an d  the  role played by ROPCIO activ ists in the  Inde
p enden t Self-G overning T rades Union “Solidarity” (from A ugust 1980). In th e  las t 
ch ap te r w hich su m s u p  the  book the  au th o r d iscusses in detail the  program m atic 
p rincip les of ROPCIO, including its proposals for socio-political and  economic 
reform s, an d  its d iagnosis of Poland’s geopolitical situation . He does no t avoid the 
question  of Security  Service agen ts infiltrating the  m ovem ent, b u t says th a t it is 
very difficult to e stab lish  who is h idden  beh ind  som e of the  pseudonym s u sed  in 
the  Security  Service’s  notes. (KK)

M arek W i e r z b i c k i ,  Związek Młodzieży Polskiej i jego członkowie (The
Polish Youth Union and Its Members), W arszaw a 2006, ISP PAN, W ydawnic
two Trio, 490 pp., index of persons.

Wierzbicki’s book is th e  first a ttem p t in Polish h is toriography to p resen t a  com 
prehensive h isto ry  of the Polish Youth Union — ZMP — from 1948 to 1957 one of 
the  m ost im portan t o rganisations (and even institu tions) du ring  the  S ta lin ist 
period in Poland. The au th o r h a s  carried  ou t a large-scale  research  in the Archives 
of M odem  Records (focusing on the  rich  se ts  concerning the  ZMP), the  Archives 
of the Trade Union Movement, an d  also in th e  S ta te  Archives in Katowice, Kielce, 
Lublin an d  Szczecin (researching the  docum ents of the  voivodship b ran ch es of 
th e  ZMP). In the  first p a rt of th e  book Wierzbicki describes the  genesis of th e  Union 
(the liquidation of o rgan isations regarded as “hostile” by th e  com m unists an d  the 
unification of the  rem ain ing  ones), th e  ideological princip les of the  Union an d  the 
influence (very clear) of Soviet p a tte rn s . In the next ch ap te rs  the au th o r analyses 
the  role of the  Polish Youth Union in the  S ta lin ist system  of power. He th en  depicts 
the  Union’s activities in w orking class, ru ra l an d  academ ic circles. He ch a rac 
terises the  social background , m otives an d  opinions of full-tim e activ ists of the 
Union. Particularly  in teresting  is the  chap te r entitled: The Political Stance o f the 
Rank-and File Members o f the ZMP; the  au th o r says th a t it oscillated betw een 
political rad icalism  an d  passive resistance  (or even partic ipation  in su b -cu ltu re  
teddy-boy m ovem ents) The la s t chap te r of the book depicts the decline and  
d issolution  of the o rgan isation  following the  changes in troduced  in Poland after 
O ctober 1956. The book throw s light on the higher-level staffs in the  Polish 
People’s Republic, sh ap ed  m ainly in  the Polish Y outh Union. (KK)
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Wokół teczek bezpieki — zagadnienia metodologiczno-źródłoznawcze (The 
Security Service Files — Questions o f Methodology and Sources), ed. Filip 
M u s i a ł ,  Kraków 2006, IPN, Komisja Ścigania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi 
Polskiem u, 432 pp., index of persons.

The book will be very useful for researchers studying  the security  a p p a ra tu s  in 
the Polish People’s Republic an d  its archives. It consists  of 17 trea tises w ritten  by 
h is to rian s and  archivists of the  National R em em brance Institu te , who describe 
the  experiences they have gained during  the  las t few years of the ir research . In 
the in troductory  chap te r Filip M u s i a ł  analyses the  m ain  types of sources 
issued  by the  security  a p p a ra tu s  an d  the m ain  fields of its in terests  (e.g. the  
C hurch, em igration, opposition). M arek J a n  C h o d a k i e w i c z ,  Antoni D u d e k ,  
and  Zdzisław Z b l e w s k i  deal w ith the  methodological questions faced by 
h is to rian s studying  the  docum ents of the  M inistry of In ternal Affairs. They poin t 
o u t th a t w hen revealing secret operational inform ation h is to rian s m u s t take  care 
no t to h arm  the  victim s of the system . M aria K o m a n i e c k a  and  Ewa Za j ą c  
show  the  specific fea tures of the  correspondence and  registry  lists in the archives 
of the form er M inistry of In ternal Affairs (and the ir value as sources). They also 
analyse the  records of operations, show ing how individual cases left the ir traces 
in the  files. The volum e ends w ith “a sh o rt d ictionary of the  intelligence service” 
w orked o u t by Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  an  expert in  th is field, on the b asis  of 
docum ents of the F irst D epartm ent of the M inistry of In ternal Affairs. (KK)
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