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B O O K S RECEIV ED

G o d sa ll Bottriel L., 1987: King Cheetah — The story of the quest. E. J. B rill. 
L e id en  1—241, 4 co lou r p la tes, 55 b la c k -a n d -w h ite  p la tes. 24.95 USdol. (h ard  cover).

C ryptozoology is a  b ra n c h  of science m an y  people  do  n o t tak e  too seriously . 
H o w ev er, m y th ica l, e x tra o rd in a ry  an im a ls  w h ich  e x is t in  th e  fo lk lo re  of the) 
n a tio n s  of a ll co n tin en ts  h av e  alw ays cau g h t th e  im ag in a tio n  of m an . It is 
a s to n ish in g  th a t  th e  e a r th  is be lieved  to  be so w ell know n  an d  y e t in  th e  la s t 
c e n tu ry  a h igh  n u m b e r  of la rg e  an im a ls  h av e  been  d iscovered  in  v arious odd 
p laces. O ne of th e  la te s t is th e  K ing  C h ee tah , a leg en d a ry  s tr ip p e d  chee tah  of 
A fric an  con tinen t. T h e  com m on sp o tted  ch ee tah  has been  w ell know n to hum an  
be ings fo r a t le a s t 5 th o u san d  years. B u t th ro u g h o u t such  a  v a s t p eriod  of tim e  
th e re  w ere  no accoun ts of an y  s tran g e  a b b re v ia tio n  of pelage, chee tahs have  
“a lw ay s” looked th e  sam e. I t  w as no t u n ti l  th e  end  of n in e teen th  cen tu ry , th a t 
som e ru m o u rs  ab o u t th e  ex is ten ce  of a la rg e  s tr ip p ed  ch ee tah  in  so u th e rn  A frica  
cam e  to the  know ledge of th e  public .

T he book recom m ends itse lf as an  u n iq u e  s to ry  of th e  quest fo r  th is  m yth ica l 
b east. I t  is no t an  o rd in a ry  reco rd ing  of th e  search  itself, b u t a  sto ry  w hich  
reach es  fa r  in  th e  p a s t an d  sim u ltan eo u sly  ru n s  in to  th e  fu tu re . T he sto ry  te lls  
of d ifficu ltie s  of p re p a ra tio n , th e  18 m o n th s of p re lim in a ry  p lann ing , the  gain ing  
of su p p o r t an d  th e  ra is in g  of funds. I t  re flec ts  th e  h app iness  of L ena  and  P au l 
B o ttr ie ll w hen  th ey  a t last, in  1978, lau n ch e d  an  ex p ed itio n  to  so u th e rn  A frica  
an d  p resen ts  an  ex trem e ly  re a d a b le  acco u n t of fie ld  research , illu s tra te d  w ith  
b e a u tifu l pho tos an d  descrip tions of th e  p la n t an d  a n im a l knigdom .

T he book b r ill ia n tly  p o rtray s  th e ir  con tag ious love of A frica  an d  its  n a tu re . 
T he re a d e r  tak es  p a r t  in 14 m on ths of sea rch in g ; sh a rin g  th e  p e rso n a l risk s of 
R hodesia  d u rin g  th e  w a r ;  ba lloon ing  o ver th e  K ru g e r N atio n a l P a rk  (South A fri
ca); an d  fin a lly  fee lin g  th e  b i t te r  ta s te  of fa ilu re . T he B o ttrie lls  d id  n o t fin d  
th e  legend  a live  in th e  w ild , th o u g h  th e  ex p ed itio n  w as a g rea t success from  
a n o th e r  p o in t of v iew . M any sk ins of th e  K ing  C hee tah  w ere  fo und  an d  docu
m en ted , th u s  a p lace  fo r  th e  K ing  C h ee tah  w as a ssu red  in  th e  pub lic  c o n sc io u s 
ness an d  th e  q u estio n  of its s ta tu s  re -o p en ed .

L ife  itself, w h ich  b rin g s so m an y  su d d en  an d  u n ex p ec ted  changes, soon con
firm ed  th a t  B o ttr ie lls  e ffo rts  h ad  been  n o t in  va in . L ittle  m ore  th a n  a y ea r a fte r  
th e  com pletion  of th e  f ie ld w o rk  th e  f irs t K ing  C hee tahs w ere  b o m  in  cap tiv ity  
fro m  com m on sp o tted  ones in  South  A frica . T h is con firm ed  th e  a u th o r’s suspicion 
th a t  th is  leg en d a ry  b ea s t ex is ts  in  th e  w ild  to d ay  an d  th a t  it  is a  new  geograph ica l 
race  of chee tah  in p rocess of evolving.

In  p rev ious tim es  chee tahs in h a b ite d  v a s t a reas  fro m  th e  steppes of C en tra l 
A sia to  th e  so u th e rn  A frica  C ape. G rad u a lly  th e  ex p an sio n  of m an 's  ac tiv ities  
h as  caused  th em  to  r e tre a t  fro m  th e ir  n a tu ra l, open h a b ita ts  to w ard s  bushy  and  
w oody p laces so th e  chee tahs h av e  been  fo rced  to  ad ap t. T h is process is con
tin u in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tu ra l  w orld , w e  need  only to  have  B o ttr ie lls ’ eyes to 
no tice  it .

For a ll those  w ith  an  in te re s t in  n a tu r a l  h is to ry  o r n a tu re  conservation , „K ing 
C h ee tah ” w ill c a p tiv a te  the  re a d e r ; o ffe ring  an  escape  in to  a  d ream  w orld  of 
exped ition  ad v e n tu re  w h ich  few  peop le  g e t th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  experience.

H e n ry k  O karm a

Cade T. J., (paintings by R. D. Digby), 1982: The falcons of the World. C ornell 
Univ. P ress’. 1—188. I th aca , N ew  Y ork.

T he w o rk  contaiins tw o  p a rts . P a r t  I in c lu d es: in tro d u c tio n , ch a rac te ris tic s  of 
the genus Falco, c lassifica tion , d is tr ib u tio n  an d  w an d erin g s , food ad ap ta tio n s , body 
size and flig h t p ro p e rtie s , h u n tin g  success (effic iency  of hun ting), rev e rse  sexual 
d im orph ism  (g rea te r d im ensions of th e  body of fem ales in re la tio n  to m ales), social



392 Acta Theriologica 34, 1989

beh av io u r an d  rep ro d u c tio n , fa lcons and  m an. P a r t  II con ta ins descrip tion  of 39 
species of Falconiform es,  m aps of th e ir  d is trib u tio n , re fe rences, an d  index  of 
nam es. T he te x t in c lu d es 18 tab les  an d  figu res , an d  each species d escrip tion  is 
il lu s tra te d  w ith  a  co lou rfu l p ic tu re  of the  b ird .

T he p o p u la r re a d e r  in  th e  w este rn  w o rld  has received  th u s a n o th e r  book on 
falcons w h ich  is  a n  ex am p le  of th e  a ss idu ity  an d  s tr iv in g  fo r perfec tion  of th e  
au th o rs , n o t re s tr ic te d  by  f in an c ia l b a rr ie rs  an d  rea liz ing  an  accep ted  pu b lica tio n  
p lan . T he a rtis tic  v a lu e  of th e  book is ra ised  by th e  fin en ess an d  g raph ic  m a s te r 
sh ip  of th e  p a in te r  R. D av id  D igby. T his is th u s  one m ore  exam ple  of a g rea te ly  
successfu l team w ork .

H ow ever, since n o  w o rk  is q u ite  perfec t, th e  rem ark s  below  w ill co n trib u te , 
I hope, as a co n stru c tiv e  c ritic ism  to  a m ore p e rfec t fo rm  of th e  fu r th e r  ed itons 
of th e  book. T he p rob lem s, I w a n t to  m en tion , a re  those  of zoogeography an d  
food ad ap ta tio n s  since th ese  a re  in  th e  focus of m y sid e -lin e  in te rests .

A  cu rso ry  com parison  of th e  m aps in C ade’s book w ith  th e  d a ta  p resen ted  in  
th e  a tla s  of th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of th e  b ird s  o f p rey  in South  A frica  suggests th e  
necessity  of c e r ta in  co rrec tions in  the  fu tu re  ed itions (Boshoff, A. F., V ernon , 
C. J., B rooke, R. K., 1983: H is to rica l A tlas of th e  D iu rn a l R ap to rs  of th e  C ape 
P rov ince  (Aves: Falconiform es)  A nn. C ape P rov . M us. (Nat. H ist.), 14, 7: 173—297).

A specific co q u e try  of th e  A m erican  au th o rs  inc ludes a lso  th e  ignorance  of th e  
basic E u ro p ean  li te ra tu re  on a  g iven  p rob lem . “T he g re a te s t in  th e  W orld -’ has 
aga in  n o t p ro tec ted  th e  a u th o r  of th e  m onograph  from  overlooking  th e  basic  
li te ra tu re  on th e  f l ig h t c h a rac te ris tic s  of th e  Falconiform es  (C hristensen , S., N ie l
sen, B. P., P o rte r , R. F., W illis, I., 1975: F lig h t Id en tif ica tio n  of E u ropean  R ap to rs . 
N o ta tk i O rn ito log iczne, 16, 5: 1—144. W arszaw a), or th e  fu n c tio n a l an a to m y  of 
b ird  h ead  (B arn iko l, A., 1952: K o rre la tio n en  in d e r A u sgesta ltung  d e r S chäde lfo rm  
bei V ögeln. M orpholog isches Ja h rb u c h , 92, 3: 373—414). O n pp. 401—407 B a rn ik e l 
(op. cit.) p re se n te d  a  co m p ara tiv e  analy sis  of th e  heads of Str ig i form es  an d  F al
coniformes.

The p ecu lia r  m ode of food tak in g  by  Falconiform es  in  w h ich  th e  p rey  ią  
frag m en ted  (low er k in e tic  p ro p ertie s  of th e  sk u ll in  com parison  w ith  owls) causes 
th a t m an y  c h a ra c te ris tic  fe a tu re s  of food d igestion  by th e m  is s im ila r o r even  
iden tica l as in  c e rta in  species of S trig ifo rm es (L ittle  owl, S p a rro w h aw k  ow l, etc). 
C on tro lled  feed ing  of th ree  ow l species u n d e r  e x p e rim e n ta l conditions (T aw ny 
ow l, L o n g -eared  ow l, an d  B a rn  owl) th e  osteological com position  of ow l p e lle t 
depends on : (1) th e  species an d  age of th e  owl, (2) th e  age an d  species of th e  p rey  
(A cta O rn., 14, 2: 25—38. 1974). T he rev iew  of th e  spec ia lis tic  li te ra tu re  on th e  
p ro b lem  disclosed  ag a in  m an y  gaps in it  w h ich  w ill be easily  filled  in  the  fu tu re  
ed itions of th e  book  “T he F alcons of th e  W orld”. T he m ost 'im p o rtan t li te ra tu re  
item s w h ich  w ou ld  be w o rth  to  be  added  to  th e  re fe ren ce  lis t: T he W ilson! 
B u lle tin , 87, 4: 514— 519, 1975; Jo u rn a l fü r  O rn itho log ie , 121, 2: 186— 199. 1980; 
J o u rn a l of Zoology, L ondon, 192: 283—293, 1980; T he W ilson B u lle tin , 85, 2: 
178— 181. 1973; T he C ondor, 76: 45— 61. 1974; Ib idem , 78, 3: 331— 336. 1976; Ib idem ,  
87: 111— 115. 1985; Z eszyty  N aukow e U n iw ersy te tu  Jag ie llońsk iego  D CCX CII, P ra 
ce Zoologiczne — Z eszy t 32: 29—58. 1986; A rdea , 72: 1—92. 1984; A cta  U n iv e rs ita tis  
W ratislavensis, No 3, P race  Zoologiczne I :  75—88. 1962).

A n d rze j  L. R up rech t

C lu tto n -B ro ck  J., 1987: A n a tu ra l h is to ry  of dom estica ted  m am m als. C am bridge 
U niv. P ress, B ritish  M useum  (N a tu ra l H istory). 1—208.

K siążk a  ta  je s t p o p u la rn y m  w p row adzen iem  do h is to rii udom ow ionych  g a tu n 
ków  ssaków  — tych  g a tunków , k tó re  ju ż  w  czasach Im p eriu m  R zym skiego były 
szeroko rozpow szechn ione i w ykszta łcone jak o  oddzielone, ro zm nażające  się po
p u lac je  odizo low ane od sw ych dzikich  przodków . A u to rk a  n ie  z a jm u je  się h is to rią  
u d o skona leń  różnych  ra s  zw ierzą t, k tó ra  dokonyw ała  się począw szy od późnego 
średn iow iecza , czy też  w spółczesnym i rasam i i o dm ianam i hodow anym i n a  skalę  
p rzem ysłow ą.

K siążka  je s t n a p isa n a  w  sposób ja sn y  i za jm u jący , złożone i często k o n tro 
w e rsy jn e  p rob lem y  w y ja śn ia  p rosto , nie s tro n iąc  n ie raz  od osobistego do n ich  sto-


