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POLISH RADIO ON THE EVENTS OF 1956 IN POLAND

The year 1956 is one of the crucial years in the history of
Poland following World War II. It was mmarked by impertant
events such as: the 20th Party Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union and its historieal aftermath : a jeined statement
of the leadership of the CPSU, Italian Cemunist Party, Bulgarian
Communist Patty, Finnish Communist Party and the PZPR (Pelish
United Werkers® Party) stating that the 1038 deeisien 6f the
Exeeutive Cemmittee of the Cemmunist Interhational en the
disbanding of the KPP (Pelish Cemmunist Party) had been tetally
groundless, as well as, the fameus * seeret speeeh” of the
ist Seeretary of the Central Cemmittee of the CPSU=Nikita
Khivghehey “ The Gult ef Persenality and s Comsequenees;”
delivered en 25 February 1956 during a clesed sessien ef the
Cengress. th June Poland was elestrified By the dramatie in-
fermatien that eame frem Pezhan. Later, there was the O&tober
Breakthrough and eehees of the Blesdshed of the Hungarian
Uptising. The year 1956 was, 88 far, the enly single year when
there were three sueeessive ist secretaries of the PZPR : Bolesiaw
Bierut, Edward Behab and Wiadystaw Gomutia.

At the beginning of 1956, there were over 3 million registered
radio sets in Poland, which means that there were about 10 people
to 1 radio. However, due to wide-spread (since World War II) use
of the radio voice boxes (radiowezet), radio was the main source
of information for millions of Poles. Thus, several questions may
be raised : what role did radio play in those dramatic events of 1956
and how were they presented on the air ? Sinee the ruling political
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élite was divided—whase interests were represented by the Polish
Radio ? Were there any changes in the programme of the radio
and, it so, to what degree ? In what direction did the language
of political information and commentary evolve ?

Finally, and that is the most difficult question to answer (if at
all) : how did the Polish Radio influenee publie opinion and how
successful was it in shaping social attitudes whieh were mest
desired by the authokities ?

One has to stress at this point, that the present article does
not pretend to give full answers to all the above questions. It is
based on selected soiirce materials. It deals with just ene fragment
of socio-politieal life, although it was then the mest impeortant
one—narely, fmass media. One should alse remember that it is
impossible to diseuss the role of the Polish Radio witheut leoking
at the entire pieture of the events that were taking place in Peland
at that time,

1955 was the final year of the Six-Year Plan which had been
intended to transform Poland into a strong industrial and agri-
cultural country. The plan was not realized in many points, which
was due to external reasons (i.e. cold war and cancomittantly
increased arms production) as well as internal ones (i.e. various
pressures in the process of collectivization of agriculture). In spite
of the announcements voiced in the early 1950s, the standard of
living for many Poles not only did not increase but was comsiidier-
ably lower. Yet, this did not seem to be the worst thing. What
many Poles considered to be a much more painful matter was the
question of social justice and the rule of law. People were pained
by the contempt shown for the achievements of AK (Armia Kra-
jowa—Home Army) and the soldiers of the Polish Army in the
West, thousands of political prisoners who were not even men-
tioned in public, persecution of people with *incorrect social
background " (thousands of young people were not admitted to
universities, or—at best—were forced to enter the least attractive
departmemts). Intellectuals with an independent cast of mind were
suffocating within the stiffling formulas of social realism in
culture, science, arts. For the Catholies the most painful was the
open warfare against religion and the Chureh, which—for many—
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was symbolized by the imprisonment of Stefan Wyszynski, the
Primate.

After the death of Joseph Stalin, the process of the so called
"“thaw ” began in the Soviet Union and later, also, in Poland.
Slowly but gradually the erosion of the existing systera was taking
place. In Poland, important things started to happen. In January
1955, a note prepared for the use of Organization Department of
the Central Committee of the PZPR concerning reports from
regional—voivodship party eommittees informed that in the regien
of Kielee “ people are interpreting the Christtnas earels being
broadeast en the radie as a prelude te seme ehanges.” 1n faet,
in December 1954 Christmas earals were play@a o the radio, and
that, indeed, was a sign of approaching ehange.!

Until then the Polish Radio programme had actually one aim—
the glorification of work. It was dominated by mass songs (even
festivals of mass songs were held), cheerful waltzes and folk
music—preferably by the " Mazowsze ” ensemble. In January 1955
a new radio show Zgedijj Zgadultn [Guess Whait 7] was launched
and with its new style of entertainment, it heralded further
changes. More and more openly, jazz was played on the radio.
A real *revelution ” of the radio programme was slowly ap-
proaching. For instance, until the mid-1955 presentations of foreign
eountries were limited to fellow seeialist eountries. When the first
broadeasts en Western ceuntries were prepared, their authors
were faeing rmany problems : laek of speeialists who eeuld take
part in the programmme, laek of up-to-date statistics, ete?

All these changes were strictly watched by Party authorities
who were very suspicious and more and more critical toward the
activities of the Polish Radio. Its management was accused of
broadeasting unnecessary music programmes ‘‘ of cosmaopalitan
character.” In the project of a resolution of the Political Bureau
on the Polish Radio prepared by the Department of Culture of
the Central Committee of the PZPR, certain new ' naturalistic

1 Z Rykowsskij W. Wladwykaea, “Polska préba. Pazdziernik 56
[The Polish Attermpt. October 56], p. 136. This is a typescript of so far
unpublished book. I take this opportunity to thank both authors for making
the use of the typescript possible.

H Mys§licka’s report of 21 April, 1986. 2
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tendencies ” appearing in the radio programme were criticized.
Radio journalists " began to visit and listen to talks in police
stations, night clubs and coffee houses, they have started to make
live reports on events showing anomalies and errors in our social
life, which are, in fact, merely rmarginal and periphefal. [...] At
the same tifme one notices a gradual departuie from the problems
of production, from the scenes and people of great sites of the
building of secialism.” °

Taking all this into consideration, the Party authorities decided
to influence the programme policy of the Polish Radio more
efficiently, and especially in the field of agit-prop. It is to this
effect that at a meeting of the Secretariat of the Central Comumittee
of the PZPR held in November 1955, the Department of Press,
Radio and Publishing was formed. It was headed by the hitherto
presidenit of the Committee of Radio Affairs—Tadeusz Galifiski.
The Department of Piess, Radio and Publishing was ereated by
merging the seeter of press and publishing of the Department
of Propaganda and the seeter of radie of the Department of
Culture and Seience.! Mereover, it was decided that the information
serviees of the Polish Radio sheuld be enlarged. For this purpose,
in January 1956, a Aew radio series: Z lhaju i ze Swiuen (Fom
Hewee and AbRatl) was launched. Hewever, at the enset of the
Rew—1956—year, the radio programme was still deminated by
* the o4

On 11 May, 1956, Janusz Matuszynski in his radio piece Dyypiau-
tujpeyy o spoldzddteepj demakcaciiji (We Arme Discussiing the Co-Op
Demanranyy] was stressing the urgent need of taking up the subject
of the 20th Congress of the CPSU and popularizing its achieve-
ments In agricultural co-operatives® The demand was the more
grounded, since Poland was the only country of “ real socialism ™
in which Khrushchev's " secret speech " was kown to wider circles.
As early as 21 March, the Secretariat of the Central Cammittee
of the PZPR came to a decision to send out—to strictly appointed
addressees—the Polish text of the “ secret speech.” The text was

8 Z Rykowsdi, W. Wiadyykaa, op. cit, pp. 145-146.
¢ B. Fijaltkowsklaa, Polifphka i twiityy (19484993p) [Polittiss end
Creatiioe Aniisds 1948 - 1959], Warszawa 1985, p. 317.
Archiwum Dokumentacji Aktowej Komitetu do Spraw Radia i Téle-
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read at Party meetings and it invariably made a great impression
on the audience. During the reading at a meeting of the Polish
Radio statf 4 persons are said to have fainted and the rest listened
flabergasted® Party authorities eriticized this meeting. Taking into
consideration the whole atmosphere created around this matter,
on 10 April the Seeretariat of the Central Committee decided to
delimit further readings of the * seeret speeeh.” it was deeided
that the full text weuld be aceessible enly to the members ef
higher Party bedies and seeretaries 6f POP (Basic Party Organ-
izations) whose job it was to present the main theses of the speeeh
to the rank and file members.

In the meantime, events in Poland were galning memientum.
On 12 March, 1956, Boleslaw Bierut—the 1st Secretary of the
Central Committee of the PZPR, the head of the Polish delegation
to the 20th Congress of the CPSU, died in Moscow. Obitiuaries
appeared in newspapeis, alse on the radio. Naturally, the radio
programme was changed : mainly elassieal musie was played. On
14 March, 1956 Helena Jaweoiska—piesident of the Main Ceuneil
of ZMP (Union of Pelish Yeuth), also wife of the vice-president
of the Radiivmiinlet (Radie-Committee)—Henryk Werner, deliver-
ed a farewell speech te Bierut en behallf of the Pelish yeuth.
Rerniniseing abeut the war and pest-war aetivities of " Towarzysz
Temasz " (Comrade Thomas), Jaweorska said :  the beleved friend
of youth passed away.” She ended her speeeh with a peeuliar
eath : * We shall always remember the great sen ef the Pelish
natien, the seldier of the Barty, the friend of yeuth. The beautiful,
beleved man."

The next day, Wanda Odolska was heard on the radio. Odolska
was the radio announcer who, together with Stefan Maartyka—the
murdered reader of Fala 49 [Wawe 49]—becams a symbol of the
radio journalism of the late 1940s and early 1950s. She made
hetsellf infamous particularly with her zealous reports from

wizji [Archives of the Deocumentation of the Committee for the Affairs
of Radio and Televisionj—abbreviation used below : ADA, Polish Radio
programme of 11 May, 1956.
F. Fejtd, A History of the People’s Democracies. Eastern Eurdpe
sineee Stallin, London 1974, p. 64,
i ADA, Polis Radlo programme of 14 March, 1956.
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political trials, which were full of invectives agalnst the de-
fendants. Following the death of " the man with an ardent heart,”
she said that " he was not above the nation, but in all its troubles,
longings and joys. This is an extrefmely beautiful greatmess, which
is measured not with obedience toward af authority, but with an
honest respect, tender love and unlimited tiust.” In the werds of
Odolska, Bierut appeared to be " eourageous and self-saefifieing
and an unrelenting soldier of secialism.” "Let the tears flow freely
down the eheeks—she eentinued—the death of Belestaw Bierut
is a great less to the nation, a Bblow te Polish hearts. [...]] When
ene leeks, through the teais, at a beloved faee, emaeciated By
sickness, the memery eherishes a vivid pieture ef a warm smile
and eehe ef guiet werds, explanatery, fatherly. [...] The tears that
are flewing are hot. Comrade Temasz, we are geifg te continue
6n the read taken By the best peeple in the werld—inte bright
future. There are many of us.™®

The funeral ceremony on 16 March was transmitted live for
many hours. Work on that day was suspended, so that the imhabi-
tants of Warsaw could participate in the funeral em masse. At
10 a.m. the funeral procession started from the Central Cortmmittee
headquartetss. It proceeded to Stalin Square In front of the Palace
of Culture where at 11 a.m. sharp the " funeral assembly ” began.
At that moment all traffic in Warsaw stopped for 3 minutes :
pedestrians refained stationary te pay a silent tribute to the
deseased leader of the Party. Crowds of inhabitants of Warsaw
aeccompanied Bierut in his last veyage. For organizational reasons,
onily representatives of state and party authorities, foreign
delegations, representatives of allied parties as well as delegations
of workers frem the entire eeuntry were admitted to the Millitary
Cemetery where, in Aleja Zastuzenyeh (Herees' Walk), Bierut's
bedy was buried. Fer those whe were unable to hear the live
transission of the funeral, Zbigniew Lutogniewsiki—a well-knewn
fadio-announcer, read an extended repoert of the funeral ceremeny
6n the afternesn pregramme.

Approximately at the same time, at the 19th Session of Arts
and Culture Council, Jerzy Andrzejewski, Kazimierz Brandys,

8 ADA, Polish Radio programme of 15 March, 1956.
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Jan Kott, Antoni Stonimski and Adam Wazyk openly attacked its
president—Wiodzimierz Sokorski. They aceused him of all sins
he had and had not committed, and espeeially of having foreed
social realisth on the Polish people. Sokerski, who a few days
earlier had submitted his resignation from the pest of Mimister
of Culture and the Afrts, eonsidering it inappropriate fer the
" superviser ” of soeial realism te “ eversee ¥ the art of the peried
of the "thaw,” was net in the least surprised when he was
rermoved from his pest. The deeision 6n this matter was fade en
12 April, 1656, at a meeting of the Pelitical Bureau. At the same
time he was appeinted te the pest (whieh had been vaeant fer a
few menths) of the president of the Radie-Cemmittes, whieh he
effisially toek ever en 16 April.

In his memoirs, Sokorski writes that he found out iimmediately
that his nomination was received without enthusiasm by the
employees of the Radio-Committee. " People feared °‘Stalinist
methods ' and social realism.” The first meeting with the pro-
grampme section was unpleasant. " Although an attempt to disrupt
the meeting by an external group demanding the dismissal from
the radio of a ‘' Stalinist ' was thwarted —Sokorski reminisees—
nevertiriRes;, an extreme oppesition was clearly visible [...] and
its was enly with a great diffieulty that 1 was able to master the
situation. Altheugh nene ef the proposed declarations was finally
aecepted, an unpleasant aftertaste and unsatisified ambitions were
still there. A storin was hanging in the air, and ene had te expeet
a renewed aetien frem the eppesition at any prepitieus mement
for theam'”

In the spring of 1956 Sokorski, together with his deputy—
Henryk Werner and the head of the section of the programme for
abroad—Edward Uzdanski, personally controlled and “ kept a
finger on the pulse” of the majority of programmmes. This was
not an easy job, since most of the employees in the programme
section favoured radical changes and wanted to present subjects
that were then most alive in Poland. Many years later, Irena
Wodziniska referred to that situation : " ' Po prostu ’ [Simply] and

8 W, Sokwirsskd i, Zynee kregee [Livee Skithiels), *Miesiecznik Literacki,”
1985, No. 9, p. 103.
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other magazines were fighting, while Sokorski and Werner were
trying to keep the radio on a low key. They tried to play both
sides of the road—on the one hand, babbling abeout democracy,
yet on the other—not allowing any critieal matetiials. This meant
that materials were rejeeted ostensibly for teehnieal reasens, biit
in real faet, beeause of their pelitieal content. Alse the style of
fanagement was ehanged in the radie. In this respeet, the affair
of Filip Istner and Artur Fiszer was very symptomatie. Isther's
ain thesis was ; soeialism is all right, enly Sekerski and Werner
are ..., ete. Fiszer, 6 the ether hand, elaimed that Sekerski and
Werner are all right, enly seeialisi is net fer the peeple. Beth
were kieked eut seme time later. New, the %uastieﬂs whieh ene
of them was taken baek 7 Naturally—FFiszer 8

In mid-June the situation in the country seemed to be fairly
stabilized, as if frozen by the holiday season. However, on Thurs-
day, 28 Jume, workers’ protest in Poznah exploded. In the early
hours of the morning, the greatest industrial plant in Poland—
Joseph Stalin (former Ceglelski) works went on strike. A crowd
formed a procession and went along the streets toward Stalin
Square oitside Zameakc (the Castle)—the then headquarters of
towh autheorities. After 9 a.m. there were about 100,000 people
gathered in the Square. They sang pattiotic songs, raised anti-
eommunist and anti-government slogans. With every minute,
tension grew ameng the peeple who began te occupy publie
buildings : the Tewn Ceuncil, Police Headquarteis;, finally—the
building ef Veivedship Cemmittee of the PZPR on which a notice
" Te rent " was pested. The atmesphere was beeoming more and
fmere temse. Abeut 10 a.m. the fumeour abeut the ariest of the
leaders of the werkers' delegation spread ameng the peeple.

This inspired a group of protesters to go to the prison in
Miyniska Street in order to free the supposedly arrested repre-
sentatives. Simultaneously, a smaller group went in the direction
of the voivodship headquarters of the Security Office (UB) in
Kochanowski Street where at around 10.40 a.m. a real tragedy
began—from a second floor window, first shoots fired at the

# Quoted after J. S piewsdd, Radlio Paiitidemikika °56 [Radio off
Octaileer ’56), ** Amitems,” 1981, No. 38, p. 6.
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gathering. Shooting began in many parts of the town, since the
protesters found arms in the prison storage in Miyfiska Street
and in Military Training Departrent at the Agricultural Academy
and, finally, at smaller police stations. Street fights lasted for
about 24 houts, with some breaks. Many protesters and seoldiers
who were brought to Poznah in the afternoon of 28 Jume, took
part in these fights!t

The above dramatic and tragic developments were unknown
outside Poznanh, since the town was practically sealed off from
the rest of the country. It was not even known that at the order
of the leadership of the Party, premier Jézef Cyrankiewiez, general
Stanistaw Poptawski—viee-raaishall, iA eharge of the military
aetion, and a Central Committee seeretary—Edward Gierek (whe,
at the order of the Pelitbut®, was later te stand at the head of the
eommission for the investigation of the eauses, develepment and
eharaecter of the events) flew in te PeznAan. It was net wntil
9.30 p.m. that the Polish Radie presented a eemmunique ef PAP
(Pelish Press Ageney) abeut the events in Peznah and thus, in-
fermed the nation abeut the dramatic Blesdshed. This happened
already after Reuter had infermed the whele werld abeut the
demenstrations and street strike in Pezhan. Fer Radie Free Eurepe,
Peznaf “ Blesdy Aunger riets * gave an exeellent eppertunity for
a partieularly vehement attaek on Belish QHEBQEM%%-. The i8iom
gf these comments is werth neting, i.: “ihe radie of fo@igﬁ
gpressers and the argan of the QEEHBﬁB% pewer—" TryBuna Ludy '
[TriBune oF the People—daily]

PAP’s official statement which was approved by the Political
Bureau, mentioned ' serious pertutihamces in the streets of Poz-
naf.” In the further part it was stated that " the agents of the

% On the tragic events in the streets of Poznan, see, first of all:
Pozradikki Czanmigiec 1956 [The Poznmn Jume 1956], ed. by J. NVeacdiiejjews ki
and Z. Trojamowiczoowaa, Poznan 1981 ; cf. also Wydiareriia czezcweamwe
w Pozmantiu 1956 [June Eveniss in Poznati 2.%6], Proceedings of a comference
organized by Institute of History, Adam Mickiewicz University, on 4 May,
1981, Poznah 1981; A. Czulbiifssd i, Poznait Czammusiec 1956- 1981 [[euowan
Jume 1956 - 1981], Poznaf 1981 and Crenmisiec 1956 w Poznamiiu [Jume 1956
in Pozrdi], Poznan 1986 ; J. Ptasiimsdd i, Wytlazernia popamisiside—eeczsr-
wim: L‘D56 [Upnissiag of Pom&m—dmnae 1956], Warszawa, 1986.

4 ADA, “Codzienny Biuletyn Dzialu Odbioru Audy(:jl Z Zagnamiy

[Da11y Bulletin of the Department of Programmes from Abroad], Radlo
“Free Europe,” 29 June, 1956.
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enemy succeeded in provoking street riots. Some public buildings
were occupied causing casualties. [...] The initiaters of the riots
which had the air of carefully planned, wide-spread provocation
and sabotage, will be punished with the full austerity of the law.”
One also could find out from the eommunique, that the instigators
of the riots were " imperialist agents and reaetionary under-
ground,” as well as that the representatives of the gevernment
and the Central Cemmittee of the PZPR headed by premief
Cyrankiewiez went to Pezhafi.

The next day, the premier spoke on the Polish Radio. He said
that “ the blood shed in Poznati is a charge against the imperialist
centres and reactionary underground who are hostile to Poland
and are the direet initiaters of the events.” It is in this speech
that the famous sentence, quoted many times, was uttered : " Let
every provocateur of madman who will dare to raise his hand
against the rule of the people know without a doubt that the rule
of the people will ehop off this hand of his, in the interest ef the
working 6lass, in the interest of the struggle for the imprevement
of the standard of living, in the interest ef further demeeratization
of eur lives, in the interest of our Fatherand.” The speech was
alse televised by the very new medium of eemmunication, and
the few TV ewners eould see with their ewn eyes that when the
premier was speaking abeut the ® ehepping eff” ef hands, Ris
ewn hands were " visibly tf-%mbhm@ 8 TV sereen” The text of
the speeeh was published next day i national and regisnal papers.

Although on 29 Jume, shooting stopped in the streets of Poznan,
the situation continued to be tense. These were difficult moments
for the Poznah radio headed by Stanistaw Kubiak. Following a
debate with his deputy—Henryk Werner, Sokorski decided to
fortify the Poznah group by bringing in Henryk Kolat. All texts
relating to Poznah were meticulously censored before they were
put on the alr, alse by the president himself who more than once
" took off ¥ particular programraes.té

¥ A speech 60 lat Polskiego Radia™ [60 Years of the Polish Radio]
by M. Kwiatkowsskii at a conference in the Institute of History of the
Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) on 16 May, 1986. I take this opportunity
to thank the Author for providing me with a typescript.
4 W. Sokonsdd j, op. cit,, p. 104.



POLISH RADIO ON 1956 107

On 30 June the Polish Radio presented Jerzy Jamicki’s cor-
respondence from Poznan, in which he reported on the sitiuation
in the town. In conttast to Friday when in the morning In some
parts of the town " groups of bandits were being liquidated,”
Saturday in Peznan was quiet. Mfr. Jamicki said that werkers
were phoning the radio station asking him to announee that they
resumed work at their faetories. The author of the coOmmeMary
eonsidered that te be an admirable sign of " the husbandry ef the
Poznah workers.” Mereover, they were suppesed to prove theif
respensibility for the matters of the town and its peaee. Finally—
aceerding te the reperter—they expressed the attitude “te the
events of Thursday, with which the Peznan werking elass has
nething te de, for they were the werk et proveeateurs enemies
6t sur owh Peeple’s Metherland.” The mest impertant=te hifi—
pieee of informatien was that “ life in PeznaR i baek te Rermal,
it eontinues its daily reutine.”

From the description of Poznah “ after the battle” Janicki
proceeds to an attempt at an analysis and presentation of what
happened on Thursday. “ Today, no one doubts that the provoca-
teurs were followed by notorious criminals, bandits and hooligans.
It is due to this kind of bandits and scum that on Thursday the
greatest tragedy took place. I mean, the place in which blood was
shed. Today I have had an opportunity to see the building of the
Committee for Security Affairs, which had been the object of
fierce attacks on the part of the proveocateurs. | have seen the
room on the second floor, in which one of the mest heroie de-
fenders of the building=lieutenant Kazimierz Graja was killed.
Below a big map of Poland, in the eorner next to the shaktered
window en a eream wall, there is a bloed stain. This is the plaee
where a bandit’s bullet hit Kazimierz Graja in the mouth. This
is the place where a young, thirty years old man who had been
defending public peace and order died from a bandit’s bullet. [....]
Bandits who have been shooting at the building from the roofs
and the windows of the neighbouring houses—at some point opened
fire from a different location. Lieutenant Graja was the one who
wanted to inspeet the new 'nest’ of the enefy.” The auther of
the eemmentary relates alse the beginning of the drama : " The
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employees of the Voivodship Security Office, for a long time,
did not react to the provoeation of the bandits who were throwing
stones and Molotov cocktails in the direction of the windows.
They had been brought there by a young man with a ereweut,
most obviously an escaped prisener. It was net uatil the first
soldier fell in the street, that it beecame 6clear that the assailants
encouraged by the silenee were getting ready for mukder, and
it was then that the empleyees 6f the Seeurity Offiee were ferced
te aetive defeniee. The rule ef the people aeted net against the
defenceless, but against armed bandits.”

Next, the reporter presented his imptessions of flats of the
employees of the Security Office, which were plundered by
groups of demonstratots. One of the owners complained : " My
flat had been plundered before in a similar manner—by the SS.”
For Jamicki, also the " methods used by the provecateurs and
bandits were not dissimilar. When there were wounded in the
building, and the doeter was ealled, the bandits epened fire at
the ambullamee. [...] They also planned te siphen petrol in the
neighbouring garages and set en fire the heroieally defended
building.” in the final seetion of his eerrespendence, Janieki
infermed that he teek part in the first interrogations of " the
Bandits who were eaught by the authorities,” ene ef whefm had
been eenvieted in 1950 fer " membership in an undergreund
erganization and fer armed assaults.” Apart frem that, Janieki
was shewh ‘ ebjests from leeted sheps: vedka, eigareties, a bi-
eyele. Just regular leet of thieves ™

On the evening of 1 July the Polish Radio presented subseguent
correspondence of Jerzy Jamicki, in which the author stressed
an improvement in the situation in Poznah. He also returmed to
the question of responsibility for the bloody drama. He blamed
those who were spreading false information about the arrest of
the workers’ delegation. For the author of the cmrrespondence
" all rumours were weapon of the enemy who used it in this way
in order to confuse the innocent citizens, to stir ferment among
them.”

15 Centralna Fonoteka Polskiego Radia [Main Record Library of the
Polish Radio]—abbreviation used below : CFPR, tape 597/4.
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Then the commentator said that * the provocation has been
prepared for a long time; it was organized by and linked to
someone who did not have to be personally present in Poznaf
that Thursday and voiced the first rumours not necessarily in the
Polish language.” Janicki referred also to his former eorrespond-
ence in whieh he had mentioned, among others, Radio Free Europe
leaflets that were found en the detained. He then stated that many
* anti-state banners were written in a beautiful lettering : nice
and even—impossible to have been dene i haste and ferveur of
the early heurs en Thursday. Very many frem ameng the detained
proveeateurs, bandits and trouble-raakers eame frem elsewhere,
eutside Peznan ; they arrived here as it for an appeinted eall-up,
as if to the eapital of their hestile, anti-people aims. Mereever,
what seems te be peeuliar, is that the bandit squads were aeting
in an extremely well erganized way; in the general esnfusien
they were destroying eeriaif targets, while at the same time,
aveiding other speeific peifts. Thus, for instadce, the seats of:
the 6QUFt, presecutsr’s office and SeEUFity office were attacked
and destroyed. On the sther hand, Reither telephone network ner
BUF fadio station were desirayed; since they thought Beth fele-
phene system and radio might come iR Randy feﬂewm% the suecess
gf their counter-tevelytisnary anti-people Fist: OR Thursday and
still on Friday 3rmed gangs Wers Eﬁiﬁiﬂ% Hats ot some employees
oF the SeeHrity OfHee aRd Public Prosecuior Bepariment, accotding
13 previgusty prepared lists of names. They were 186king for these
mpioyees, feriquizing thelr families ang, HHQH%; d@é%&%ﬁm% and
180HiAY their private Property. THe arms Ot tHe BaRAits, HOWEVEL,
turned gyt 19 Be 188 §ﬂ8£‘c, although they were trying 18 feach
the thiaat ot 1he peaple’y rule. The plans of the Bandity were 188
8BYIBHS FoF the RAtied NSt 18 AGtice thell a6tual AatuLR e

An analysis of the language and style of both carrespondences
of Jerzy Jamicki seems to be superfluous. The idiom was typical
for most of the press commentaries of the period. Besides, jour-
nalists were merely repeating opinions and statements formulated
by the leadership of the Party and the State. However, in this
particular case, the tragic events were presented in a particularly

CFPR—597/5.
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aggresive style. In describing the participants of the riots, not
even once, did the author use a more neutral word like " pro-
testers” or ' participants of demonstrations.” It was always
* bandits,” “ hooligans,” or other similar invectives. It took time
to verify the principles of this kind of usage. One should re-
member, however, that not all journalists used as crude a language.

A piece by Gustaw Kaden (pseudonim of Roman Kornecki
from " Zycie Warszawy ”) entitled Przasttaiise klasiedt pmarowie
[Stop Clappiing, Gemdbtemeeh] read by a well-known radio announcer
—Ksawery Jasieniski on the evening of 3 July, may serve as a
point of reference.

In the introductory section, the listeners were informed that
the American Congress designated 25 million dollars to finanece
" riiots similar to these in Poznan.” The auther addressed “ the
joyful audience from the West ” saying : * Stop elapping and leave
your theatre boxes, gentlemen. The shows that you are expeeting
have been eaneelled.” in the further part ef his pieee, hewever,
Kaden presents an analysis ef the Peznan riets, which is mere
balaneed than that by Jamieki. He distinguishes " twe tendeneies
which, teday, afe visible te the naked eye. There was the werkers’
dissatisfaction whieh feund expiession in the strike and de-
menstration. [...] Yet, there was alse anether tendency in Pezaaf,
a mueh weaker ene, yet, indeed, evil. When small greups ef peeple
split frem the majer demenstration erganized By the werkers and
when these greups attacked the Party Readquariens, tewn esuneil
and the prisen, the office of the daily paper and the radie statien
and, finally, the building 6t the Seeurity Office—inen it was the
aetisn gt these greups which had ﬂethmg {8 deo either with the
strike of the werking class. When, during the attaek en the
Seeurity Office, the armed greups placed the Rests ot maehine
gHAs aecerding 8 the rules and principles of street fights, it was
the aciion of trained groups werking aceording 8 an eBvieus plan
and o orders. 1t was hete—in the atiempt o set the Office oA
fire and 8 masacte the security emplgyees—ihat the welf-like
gyes of the enemy glawed with an ominsus light. He made it a
poift that the Polish Biosd sheHld Be shed iR the streets of Boznan
during the iAternational Fair it is Be whe Rid—as ik behind
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a shield—behind the screen of workers' unrest, strike and de-
monstration—in order to set up a provocation. [...] For the enemy
who—arms in hand—strikes against the rule of the people, there
cannot be and there shall not be any merey.”*

The text of this commentary has been preserved in the
archives ; it is possible to see and analyze corrections done in
pencil, although, today, it is impossible te establish whe made
them : the author himsellf ? a censer ? a journalist on duty ?
deputy-president Werner ? of Sokerski—the president himself ?
The corrections are the evidenee of the eoneern for a eareful ehoice
of individual phrases. Onie ean alse neotice a greater eare abeut
the preeision of language. The eriginal sentenee in whieh the
author enumerates the targets of protesters’ attacks was as
fellews: " [...) finally, the seeurity Building, that means twe
major strategiec peints of the town were attacked—that was already
the aetien of a separate erganization whieR Rad nething te de
with the strike, of with the werking elass.” 1h this eriginal versien
the sentence seunded emineusly and unequiveeally suggested a
purpeseful aetion of some mysierious * separate oFganiZation.”
1t implied a pessibility 6f a eoup. OR the other hand, wheever
intreduced the corrections IR order—mest preBably—ie heighten
the dramaties of  the eyes of the enemy * eotld nst help adding
“ weli-like # iR pencil: One more thing is weorh fﬂ@ﬁﬂ@ﬁiﬁ%;
Jamicki claimed that the radig station was net atiacked By {Re
ﬂ@m%ﬁ%&%& while iaden mentisns it 4meng _EB% strategle
points # attacked By the crewd. Hew was it theh, iR real faet?

As has been mentioned above, at the end of June and in the
beginning of July the Polish Radio was going through troubled
times. The radio people were holding stormy discussions about
the events in Poznan as well as about the way the tragedy was
presented on the air. Sokorski was basically pleased with the
performance of the radio and new TV. So was the Party leader-
ship, since it expressed Its thanks to the top authorities of the
Radio for its attitude. This concordance of stands is not at all
surprising if one keeps i mind Sekorski’s prineiple that " the
radio cannet, does niet even have the right te represent any view-

# ADA, Polish Radio programme of 3 July, 1956.
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point which would be different from that of the government and
party leadership.™®

Thus, the radio version of what happened in the streets of
Poznari echoes the official line while evolving parallel to it : from
" provocation and alien agency ” through the comcept of “ two
tendencies in the Poznan events” te " the legitimate protest of
the working class.”

An attempt at a new look at the events of 28 -29 June was
discussed at the 7th Plenum of the Central Committee which
gathered between 18 and 28 July, with a break for the celebration
of 22 July. Yet it seems that the atmosphere of the Plenum was
dominated by personal affairs. Altheugh the diseussiens ef the
7th Plenum have—se far—not been published, there is a popilar
eonvietion that differences ameng the leadership 6f the PZPR
beeame stroniger and mere eenspieusus. NeverthelRss, the eriginal
assessement of the Peznan riets was re-examined and the eoneept
of "the two tendenecies” was adepted. The 7th Plenum ef the
PZPR has left nething werth remembering in the histery ef the
Polish Radie. At least, it 166ks s6 frem the present perspeetive
when analyzing the radie arehives.

There exists, however, in the Main Record Library a tape
recording of a 1-hour speech delivered by Edward Ochab on
1 August, 1956 in Wieclawek. This speech may, to a certain extient,
be treated as a form of propaganda of the achievements of the
7th Plenum. Ochab said that " the development of defence imdustry
has consumed huge multi~million expenses” and that had a
deeisive influenee on the failure of the Six-Year Plan. Mereover,
he claimed that the fact that the nation was not informed about
the actual cerrections in the Plan caused by the need for the
intensification of " defensive efforts” was a serious mistake. He
admitted openly that instead of projeets for the benefit of the
entire nation, plants and werks produeing tanks, jet planes and
radars were built. At the same time, he insisted, things can be
and shall be better. Aecerding te Oehab, it was the duty of the
Party to impreve eentinueusly the standard ef living, even if it
turned eut te be a slew process. He announced that in the years

# W. Sokwonsskij, op. cit, pp. 104 - 105.
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19%%- 1960 the standard of living in Poland would increase
by 3.

Ochab devoted a greater part of his speech to " the tragie
events in Poznan."” Curiously enough, while using the well known
phrases " demagogues, brawlers,” * hostile elements,” ' counter-
revolutionary elements,” ' provocateurs,” he presefited a new
interpretatiion of the riots. " Had not thefe been serious errors
and mistakes in our Party werk, in our state and ecenomie
organization and managerment, had not there been an inereasing
dissatisfaetion ameng so many workefs in Peznan, the enemy
would never have been able te ereate sueh a ehaes and eelleet
sueh a bleedy tell.” Later en, in his speech Oehab stated that
" our eonneetions with partieular seetiens of the werking e€lass
were not reinfereed but, en the eentrary, deteriorated. if sueh
a phenemenen exmts, then—naturally—the enemy will take an
advantage of it"® Thus, these were net the aetivities of the
enemies of Peeple's Peland, agents of imperialiseh, ete., that led
the werkers of Peznan inte the streets. A path was being gfadualiy
prepared for the interpetation veieed By Gemutka at the 8h
PleAum iR OeteBer 1956.

In September and October the attemtion of the radio audience
was again drawn to reports from Poznah and trials of people who
had been detained during the Jume riots. Yet soon, even this
receded into the background in view of the new exceptional
developments. On 15 October a meeting of the Political Bureau
was held with Wiadystaw Gomutka who at that time was not
even a member of the Central Committee of the PZPR and who,
only two months earlier, had been re-instated as a member of
the Party. The Pelitical Bureau deeided that the 8th Plenum—so
mueh awaited by everyone—would gather in Warsaw on
19 Oectober. A totally new thing in Polish public life was that the
nation was officially informed about this in a PAP commmuniqué.

The situation in the entire country was becoming increasingly
tense. Rumour was rife. Even today historians are unable to
establish what really happened and what was merely “ the talk
of the town ;” what was the reality of the Polish October and what

# CFPR—1685.
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merely constituted its legend ? The question of the then divisions
in the Party, which were hidden behind the enigmatie and rather
meaningless labels of the " Pulawianie ” (Pulawy group) and the
" Natolifiezyey ” (Natolin group) has eaused heated disputes among
historians. One of them—Mieezyslaw Jaworski elaiths that on
20 Mareh, 1956, durig the 6th Plenum when, in the presence of
Khrushehev whe had come te Warsaw, Oehab was eleeted as the
1st Seeretary of the Central Cemmittee of the PZPR, the twe
contesting wings were fermed ; later they were ealled the * pattaw-
ska " and the " nawiiskRa ” group, respeetively. The name ef the
first one derives from the name of the sivesi—Pulawska—where
a few of its members lived. The seeend greup teek its name frem
the palaee in Natelin—a meeting place of many represeniatives
of this orientation

Into the first group the following Party and state activists
are included : Jerzy Albrecht, Antoni Alster, Celina Budzyfiska,
Tadeusz Daniszewski, Ostap Diuski, Teodora Feder, Edward Gie-
rek, Romana Granas, Plotr Jateszewicz, Helena Jawotska, Leon
Kasman, Julian Kole, Wincenty Krasko, Stanistaw Kuzinski, Wia-
dystaw Matwin, Jekzy Morawski, Marianh Naszkowski, Reman
Nowak, Mateusz Oks, Jozef Olszewski, Miecezystaw Pepiel, Jerzy
Putrament, Mieezystaw Rakewski, Adam Sehaff, Artur Starewiez,
Stefan Staszewski, Jerzy Sztachelski, Michalina Tatarkewna-Maj-
kewska, Zygmunt Trowinski, Reman Werfel, Reman Zambrowski,
Janusz Zarzyeki and many ethers. Mereever, elose to the * putaw-
ska ” greup ene sheuld place the fellewing mermbers of the fermer
PPS (Pelish Seeialist Party): Jozet Cyrankiuicz, Tadeusz Dietrieh,
Henryk Jabhonski, Oskar Lange, Luejan Metyka, Adam Rapaeki,
Marian Rybieki and Andrzej Werblah. Seme time later the greup
was alse supperted By the then ist Seeretary of the Cemfral
Cemmittee of the PZPR—Edwakd Oshab.

On the other hand, the most influential personalities of the
 Natolin ” group are said to be the following : Stanistaw Biro-
dzinski, Hilary Chelchowski, Wiadystaw Dworakowski, Franciszek

B M Jawwonsskii, Kmgyys spobepaeailizpyzny 1956 rokw [[Rusio-
paiitdebl Crisiss of 1956], in : Przssilileiaia | zeuretty w dzikddebh Polddi Luddonef
[Breaiitihhowalyh and Changgss in the Histoyy of Peepleéss Polantd]),” 7 Fesyyy
Naukowe Wojskowej Akademii Politycznef,” No. 110, Warszawa 1982, p. 75.
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Jozwiak, Wiktor Klosiewicz, Wiadystaw Kruezek, Jatostaw f.adosz,
Stanistaw Lapot, Stefan Matuszewski, Kazimierz Mijal, Zenon
Nowak, Konstanty Rokossowski, Bolestaw Rumitiski, Feliks Sto-
lifiski, Jan Trusz and Kazimierz Witaszewski.

On 18 October, 1956, a rumour circulated in Warsaw that the
" Natolln group” prepared a list of the most active supparters
of the proecess of democratization. Therefore, many people spent
the night of 18/19 October outside theifr hores. Information about
mevemerits of Polish and Soviet (stationed in Poland) armies has
been frequently mentioned. News was spread in Warsaw that
arms would be distributed among weorkers in the Zerah werks
§6 that the werking elass 6f Warsaw would be able to defend
the process of dereeratization and the people whe identified
with it.

In those days the main " information exchange ” was situated
in the headquarters of the Association of Polish Jourmaliists in
Foksal Street in Warsaw. Polish journalists and foreign cor-
respondents went there. Information—not always true—from
various sourees was exehanged there. The exeiternent spread also
within the radie journalist eireles who, thanks to Western broad-
casts, knew tnore and seener tham the others; it also reached
the headquarters ef the Polish Radie. I was teld hew Weiner,
seriously disturbed by the situation, asked Sekerski: " what's
geing to happen with us new ? " The latter was suppoesed to have
answered : " We have to wateh which arfy will take ever the
Radie statien. If it's the KBW (the seeurity eerps) then, it's all
rFight 17

Soon it turmed out that Sokorski was right. General Waclaw
Komar who himselff was recently released from prison and took
command of the Internal Defence Army gave orders to the KBW
(also under his command) to begin patrolling the streets of
Warsaw, check road exits from the city as well as the key
buildings, including the premises of the Polish Radio. In the
basement of the radio station in Mys$liwiecka street the soldiers
from the KBW were stationed. There is a humourous although
a real story in connection with the stay of the soldiers in the radio
building. During one of many statf meatings held in the big studio

8*
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M-1 one of the technical assistants asked, very elated ; ** And
whose army is thete—downstails, is it ours or net ?” The affir-
mative answer was applauded by the gathering*

On Friday, 19 October at 10.00 a.m. the 8th Plenum of the
Central Committee of the PZPR started. It was held in the building
of the Council of Ministers in Aleje Ujazdowskie. Even before the
beginning of the session it was known that a special airplane was
to come from Moseow bringing in a high rank Seviet delegatien.
Some mermbets of the Central Cemmittee were of the epinien that
unless Gomutka, Zenen Kliszko, Ignacy Lega-Sewinski and Marian
Spyehalski were co-6pted to the Central Cemmittee, permissien
for the landing of the plane which has just asked fer it sheuld
net be granted. Finally, fellowing the ee-opting of these faur,
Oehab suspended the sessien until 6 p.m. During the Break a
meeting of the Seviet delegation and the Pelitical Bureau—all
its members plus Wiadystaw Gemutka—was te be held. The
Central Cemmitie aceepted the adjeurnment unatil 6 p.m. and
autherized the Political Bureau and Gemutka e eonduet talks with
the Presidium of the €BP8Y. The Belish RQQ&% iﬂfefm%féi its listeners
abBeut these deeisions at quarter past eleven =

Following the announcement of the adjouinment, Sokorski (who
was also a deputy member of the Central Committee) returned
to the radio station and ordered the monitoring of foreign stations
for the Political Bureau. The news was really alarming. There was
an evidence of the movements of the Soviet army in Peland and
on the frontiers, cruiser " Zdanov” aecompanied by three de-
stroyers and a fleet of smaller units appeated at the entramce to
the Gdarisk Bay, at Warsaw Technieal University and in the Zerafi
works eontinueus manifestations were held in suppert of the
proeess of democratization and individuals whe symbelized it in
the eyes of the publie. The atmesphere in the Pelish Radio was
equally tense. When the Seviet plane eireled abeve Watsaw, ene
of the anneuncers passed the infermation through the Polish Radie
internal news system. He said also that Poland is an independent

# g Miroszowa's report of 12 May, 1986.

# p Raiimaa, Polititehl Oppusitition in Polantd 1954 - 1977, London 1978,
p. 52 ; cf. Viiilith Plemum of the Cenitahl Commiittee of PZHR 19-221 Cotudver,
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state and that the talks would be held on the basis of equal
partnership. He further added that Gomulka expressed a pre-
liminary acceptance of the post of the 1st Secretary of the Central
Committee. Finally, he called all his colleagues to a meeting at
3 pm. in the courtyard of the bullding in Noakowski street
no. 18/20 organized in support of Gomutka. Many years later,
I was told by Halina Myslicka that while listening to these werds
she had been thinking that no one had spoken in such a way
sinee 1939, She was extremely meved and grateful fer the werds
with whieh she fully identified®

Talks with the Soviet delegation were held in the Belvedere.
Besides Khrushchev there were other members of the Presidium
of the CPSU : Viaceslav Molotov, Lazar Kaganowich, Anastas
Mikolan as well as the Commanderiin-Cihiiff of the Warsaw Pact—
Joined Armed Forces—Ivan Koniev accompanied by a group of
high rank Soviet army officials. The talks in the Belvedere were
diffieult. They did net end as expected at 6 p.m. and were
continued inte the night. In this situation, the role of the radio
was inereasingly growing, sinee it was the fastest medium of
public eemmunication. Years later Wiedzimierz Sokorski wrote
abeut it ; * We are teying to present eur infermation quietly, truly,
witheut eeneealment. 1n the evening news we inferm abeut talks
and public meetings. The atmosphere if the radie is serious, ne
panie. We have been working all night. 1 am teying te phene the
Belvedere. Unsueeessfully. 1t was net until the merning that we
were allewed to release the news abeut the departure of the Seviet
delegation and the resumption ef the meeting of the Plenum.’#

The most important event of the next day (20 October) was
the famous speech of Wiadystaw Gomulka, which made a great
impression on the members of the Central Committee, many of
whom claimed that it was only Gomulka who was capable of such
a profound analysis of the past, and, at the same time, of such
daring plans for the future. This speech was very important and
was re-played several times that day.

Pulblic meeting and gatherings continued on 20 and 21 October
in support of Gomulka and the process of change. In the Main

# 4, Myé$liicdkad’s report of 21 April, 1986.
# W Sokorski, op. cit, p. 106.
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Record Library of the Polish Radio there is a collection of
fragments of tape-recordings from meetings at the Warsaw
Technical University and the Zerah works ineluding the speech
of the 1st Secretary of the Zerah Party Cormitte—Lechestaw
Gozdzik. The reeording, unlike the press repokts, renders the lofty,
cerermonious atmosphere of these meetings. One ean hear shotts,
cheers and ovation. It is worth neting that the shouts were raised
in support of the Party. And, thus, for instance, when Gezdiik
was speaking at the Zeran werks abeut the will te eentinue the
self-rule mevement, he was aeeempanied by eries: " Leng live
the Central Cemmittee of the Party,” ' Leng live Wiadystaw
Gemutka ” [leng eheers], * Leng live the Leninist Pelitbufe !”
At the elesing of the meeting the werkers sang The I+idermtivnel.
The Warsaw werkers believed that they themselves are influeneing
impertant pelitieal events. This is why, speaking en their Behalf,
Gefdzik strongly protested against seme Plenum speeches whieh
were eritieal of the Warsaw Party organization and alse rejeeted
“ greundless attacks on the Warsaw werking elass, the werking
class of the eapital.™

On 21 October, in a secret vote for the membership in the
Political Bureau and in the Secretariat of the Central Cammittee,
Gomutka won 74 votes in 75 total. Subsequently, by acclamation,
he was entrusted the post of the First Secretary of the Central
Cominittee of the PZPR. At 10.27 p.m. the Polish Radio inter-
fupted the sports news to announce the nares of the new Party
leadership and espeeially about Gomulka’s norimaiiion® About
one hour later the news was printed in a special issue of " Zycie
Warszawy ” whieh was distributed all over the town by workers
and students.

Next day, a meeting was held at the General Staff Academy
in Rembertéw. There is a recording of this meeting at the Main
Record Library at the Polish Radio. It is hard to say whether
and in what form it was ever presented on the air. Nevertheless,
the recording is an important document of the period. The
temperature of the discussion as well as the frankness of some

% CFPR—604 1/3/4.
#7Z Rykowski, W. Wtadiykaa, op. cit, p. 426.
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speeches is surprising, even today ! For from these statements
it is clear that the officers were not at all informed about the
situation in the country, while at the same time the whole
Academy was " on alert.” One of the first speakers began in an
obviously agitated tone : " Comrades ! All present here ! onie can
say that as of yesterday the independemce of our Fathetland has
begun. Let us call things by their true names. Until now eour
independence was fictitious. Recent drarmatic events have beef
a clear evidence that eertain conservative forees—one may say—
members of the Targowica—wanted to direet our national seldiers
against their ewn fathers and brotheis. This is a seandal and
therefore, iR sueh a dramatie situation, we eannet have any empty
talk. This is it. These eenservative pewers are still alive and in
eur Aeademy they are waiting fer instructions frem Witaszewski
6f others whe were ..." [eheers]. " They are mere interested in
their salaries, they eare mere for twe of thiee theusand [Zleties],
fer a niee pesition—than fer their dignity and respeet fer the
Fatherland ¥ [eheers]. At the end 6f his speeeh this effiesr, uh-
knewR By name, said: “We are in faveur ef the building el
secialism, But within the framewerk of severeignty and in-
H%BEH%B_% gt the natien. it is for these things that communists
always died * [#pplause]:

Next, a soldier took the floor and said that the unit in Rember-
téw counting several hundreds soldiers has been on alert. “ Why ?
We are asking. Why your rifle magazines are loaded in the store-
houses ? Why ?” [cheers, voices from the audience : * unload
them !”].

Next speaker was a young techmician. Hs asked how was it
possible that in the Academy—the school for army commanders—
the alert was ever introduced. He also asked why the workers
were not given an unequivocal support from the very beginning.
He spoke about the gap between the army and the rest ef the
people due to, among other things, network of special sheps
‘* behind yellow curtains.” However, the most essential element
of this speech seems to be the part referring to the Polish-Soviet
relations. “* This is how I see it, I'm speaking openly, regardless
of the consequences. Why do we have these twenty foreign
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divisions—as I have just heard in our country ? [...] Why is it
so that 12 years after the war, there are still in the Polish army
officers, high in command, generals with whom one cannot talk
in Polish 2" [cheers])*

Doubtlessly, the most important meeting in these days was the
one held on 24 October in the square in front of the Palace of
Culture in Warsaw. Endless crowds poured in. Nobody knows
the actual numbers : 100, 200, 400, 500 thousand people—or more ?
Head to head. " Entire Warsaw ” came to meet the new leadership,
and especially the new First Secretary. The Pelish Radie and TV
presented live repofrts from the meeting. When Stefan Staszew-
ski—the 1st Seeretary of the Warsaw Cemmittee who eperied the
feeting said : " The People of Warsaw ” he was instantly inter-
fupted by ineredible eheers frem the erewd. The radie reperter—
extiemely moved—shouted ifte the miecrophone " The enthu-
siasth is reaching unheard of level ! Caps and hats are being
thiown inte the air, everybedy is eheering 6uf leaders ! Sita-
szewski trying te calm dewn the erewds : * Net §8 1eud, somrades,
fnet se leud !# Peeple pay ne atiention and spentanceusly Begin
to sing " Sw lat* (Hundred years), * Nidh 2yjfe, 2Yjfe ham !
(May Re live). ARd again, leud applavse. Finally Staszewski
fanaged ie mentien Gomulka’s Rame, yet he was iRtertupied By
the leud * Niech 2yjfe ¥ (LeAg live).

When Gomulka started his speech, everybody listened atten-
tively and when he said that " those who have compromised
thermselves with lack of competence ofr serious errors cannot comn-
tinue to held responsible posts ” applause interrupted him. People
cheered when he spoke about the independence of the state and
of the nation. A speeial cheer was heard when he said : " It is up
to us—only—to decide whether and for how long Soviet experts
will be needed in our army.” At the same time—he comntinued—
comrade Khiushehev assured us that the Seviet seldiers stationed
here is Peland will return te their bases within two days.” The
gathering fully applauded the statement that the natien " ean
abselutely trust its ewn army and its leaders.” On the ether hand,
the eall " Eneugh of gatherings, public meetings, eneugh de-

% CFRR—295.
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monstrations. It's time for daily work ” was received by the crowd
less than emthusiastically.

After Gomulka the crowd called Marian Spychalski to deliver
a speech. Again, “ Sto lat ” was sung, and again there were cheers.
Yet, altogethet, the 40 minute meeting did not satisfy many from
among the gathered. People had come to see their leaders whoi
they considered to be their genuine leadets, they had come to be
together, the arrived driven by the selemn atmesphere—they
expeeted grand werds sueh as * Peland, Freedom, Demeerasy,
Seeialism, Independence, Truth, Man,” ete. tnstead, they were teld
te go baek te werk and to mind the " diseipline, law and erder.”
When listening to these reecerdings, after sueh a leng time, ene
is meved and feels " semething” grasping one's threat frem
emotion and anger at the efowd's spentanesus lauﬁehmg inte the
Natienal Anthem—gradually iRereasing in velume *... ped i
PrEoseln . .- (URHeF yeuF leadership) and finally mta the seng
gdy, nared i8 bai. ... [When the Nedh 0 he Babre..
amplified By many 1oud: speakers®

Some people were obviously disappointed. They came to
participate in something exceptional—in the History. Instead they
took part in just another political meeting. Hot heads—in spite of
Gozdzik's appeals for quiet and peaceful dispersion—formed a
march whieh went in the direction of Nowy Swiat street. Still on
the same day the Polish Radio informed in a broadeast called
Pebayyin glosem [In Full Voiesd] that following the meeting several
hundred people " shouted ” at the steps i front of the Palace of
Culture and " seme drumnks, heeligans and loud-meuths ” formed
a proeession.®

For many Poles today, October 1956 is history and, as a matter
of fact, unknown history. It is actually hard to imagine the feelings
of millions of Poles in those days. A radio speech by the minister
of Finance—Tadeusz Dietrieh on 25 October i Z kiajju i ze Qwiata
[From Home and Albnaart]] seems to be very telling in this respect.
The minister said : " The enthusiasm of the people at the news of
the appointment of new members of the Pelitical Bureau of the
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PZPR and comrade ' Wiestaw ' as the First Secretary is manifested
—among other things—in mass offer of gifts of the bonds of the
National Loan for the Development ef Polish Foree, mefey and
gold, in declarations of deductions frem salaries and even e€alls
for the floating of a new state 1ean. On behallf of the gevernment,
I wish to express great thanks for this neble aetien whieh is the
evidence of the natienal suppeft for the pregramme of the 8th
Plenum and fer the peliey ef the Party and of the govermment
in the sphere 6f eentinueus raising of the standard of living of
the werking elass. Implementation of this peliey of the Party and
the gevernment requires the inerease of the national ineeme, whieh
ean Be aehieved enly thanks i8 the inerease iR preduction within
the eentrally planned supply and the lewering of the eests of
preduction and esnsumption. 1 am adressing—with the help of the
fadie—all initiaters of this patriotic mevement, that in their neble
desire {8 stppert the %eney of the Party and the gevernment they
direet the initiatives gF werkers in their workpiaces and enterprises
et io personal remounciation But teward the fevision 6f plans
for 1957 and saving of extra funds for the state. E€omrades!
Eitizens ! Be Not seel reRSURTIARR ! BB fevise production plans
3nd plans for the 1awering of the 66sts IR ¥8§§ workphaces. Bfer
pledges from yBUE eRtRERHSEs {8 the Budget

On 27 October the radio series Odpowiteldei Fali 49 [pAsners
of Wause 49] were presented on the radio. Since 1949 this radio
series (hence its name) constituted a specific model of a socio-
political radio broadcasts and served the purposes of imtervention.
Answers to letters from individuals provided an opportunity for
various discussions on general national topics and were aimed at
a wider audience. Years later, Halina Miroszowa who was trans-
ferred to Fala 49 [Wave 49] in 1955 pointed to another aspect of
this phenomenon. * When answering letters from our listeners we
were really trying to help these people, we were full of good will.
It tucmed out later that—umwititingly—we were harmming them,
that these letters were also processed elsewhere ... "}

The last programme of Fala 49 was a self-critical account of
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the past. There was talk about " black records” and " white
records.” On this occasion " the first unjust accounts of the Poznan
events ” were mentioned, also the too optimistic assessements of
the realization of the Six-Year Plan. A letter from a listener was
quoted in which he suggested that the name of the programme
be changed to Fala 56 [Wave 56], which, as a matter of fact, was
to happemn.¥

It is hard to say what topics were most frequently dealt with
by the Polish Radio in autumn 1956. The simplest answer would
be—that all of them were. Yet, the way of presenting the vital
problems of the country was constantly changing. One can say
that until the 8th Plenum there was a preponderance of the style
of postulates, later—the tone of the defence of the achievements
of October.

From 15 to 18 November, in accordance with earlier announce-
ments, Polish Party and government delegation visited Moscow
with Wiadystaw Gomutka, Aleksander Zawadzki and Jézef Cyran-
kiewicz at the head. They came back on a train. During the entire
voyage from Terespol to Warsaw they were met with a warm
welcomie. At every station where the train stopped Gomutka was
practieally forced to deliver a speech. On this triumphant journey
from the border the delegation was accompanied by a crew of the
Polish Radio reporters who were tape-tecording the unique atmos-
phere. When the speecial train arrived in Terespol, a spomtaneous
t Sto let,” cheers of welcome and support for Gomutka were
heard en the station. Gemutka reminded the crowd that the train
was geing te step enly fer thiee minutes. " We ean tell you—he
said—that we have fulfilled your wishes and euf duty. During the
negetiations and debates in Meseow, the results of which are
knewhn te yeu frem teday's papers, we have suceessfully voiced
eur legitimate pestulates. The Seviet Union fepresented by its
present leadership of the Party and gevernment has liguidated—
aceording te eur demands—all the injustiee which took place
during Stalin's times. it Ras eaneelled everything beth in the
sphere of pelities as well as eeenemy. 1a pelitics—in accordance
with the decisiens of the 8th Plenum of the Central Cemmittee of
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our Party—Soviet comrades agreed that our stand is right, that
Poland should be totally independent and that no one is allowed
to interfere into its internal affairs and that they, too, shall not
interfere into our Inner affairs [cheers, shouts and " Brave !”].
We also took care of economie matteis, that is, of some in-
formalities whieh oceurred in our trade with the Seviet Unien,
and, espeeeially as regards ceal. Seviet eomrades acknewledged
our elaims and we received baek the sums of meney in sueh a way
that the Seviet Unien resigned all its elaims, that it has eaneelied
eur debts which were very high, sifee they have reaehed ever
2 pillien rubles. 1t means that the Pelish gevernment, the Pelish
authorities, the Polish natien reeeived—eeunting in dellars, sinee
it is Best understeed By the pesple—over a halk a billien dellars:
These are econemie fesulis. Moresver, as you khew, we have
feeeived a great help in the form of grain supply en an exiended
eredit. 1A connection with this, Eomrades and Eitizens, t am
ap %ﬁliﬂ% {8 yeu ! BuF grain supplies have, se far, beeR very peer
indeed: 1t you want the rule of the 881% t8 Béffefﬁl adequately
{ts duties toward the Ratisp, tamg this SBBQRHN I'm appealing
t8 yBu : dg help the fule gf the pegple, d8 help t % new govéer-
ment; tB% Barty laadership, especially, B¥ eans of yBUF gensraus,;
mm@ BEBGHEH\’/% Work 1A industrial plaAts and #Astitutisns—se
faF 35 WOHKES and empls ?‘é%é are CORGEFNRd, and, as fegards
peasants—Frst ot all—fuifi %BHE duties toward Eﬂ% state, Hrst
g all. in the fBHH 8? gBligatery suppligs: At PreseRt we have
gAgy 8%1 grain, thanks 18 ifie ameuAt we have just received—
1,468,689 £89§_89 Gregit [---) A% HOM A8 8R EVEIVIRIDG HEPERAS
9R s N8BS % 1§ g3ing E8 disturd s 1A the shaptde 8t BUF fves
S&FQH{% {3 the HE&%& %% tﬂ%& W% sHall Gnesse SHEsRlves: ﬁﬂﬂ
iS I3 8df 8F a{% SH HS I3, AMORY QIREE RNgY (he
r8§ lE 8“ %%5 %}%& v% r%%SHH 888&££%ﬁ R SHF EONREEY
fls & OmU"; o S5+ s vk Vo 4
’ re Wwas % lause ang §8 SH% frem

on aneous weic .,

us, welc ere
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The tape-recordiing, as it is preserved in the Polish Radio
archives, was never presented in this form. It is a working copy,
a rough draft. At some point a reporter, travelling on the train,
asked Gomutka for a brief interview for the listeners of the Polish
Radio. " Wiestaw ” excused himsellf claiming he was tired and
suggested that perhaps premier Cyranlikiewiez would de it instead.
Cyramikirwiez, in tueh, said he would de it later. When, finally,
he agreed to give the interview, he was asked by the repertef :
" Are we to expeet your statement in the Diet ?" te whieh he
answered, earelessly : " Well, ene ean always expeet things. But
ne, this is fnet te be recorded, this sheuld be erased.® Aftef a
moement he reeited : * We shall deeide abeut that teday during
the meeting of the Presidium of the Diet.’™ A Risterian raust be
surprised at this laek of respeet for the radie reperter en the part
et the chiek of the State. Net everything may be attributed t8
exhaustion. Was it, then, an astenishing laek of understanding for
the role of mass media ?

Not everyone in Poland was convinced by Gomulka’s assurance
that the relations with the Soviet Union will be based on the
principles of equal partmership. On 18 November during a street
demonstratiion in Bydgoszez, the crowd demolished the Veivodship
Police Headquarters and the equipment used for jamming of
Western broadeasts. Even more anti-Soviet were riots in Szczecin,
where on 10 December protesters entered the building of the
Soviet Consulate. * Brawls in Bydgoszez and Szczecin " were re-
ferred to in the radio commentary entitled Najpithidjsieze zniianie
{The Mest Urgenit Tasid] by Marian Bielieki. Having paid the
proper tribute to " the Polish October revelution ” he said, among
others things : " There is a battle going on in Poland, a battle
between the pewers whieh want te turh the course of events back
to the Stalinist period of eceneriie and psyehological teffor and
the pewers whieh desire te give a bright lustre and a full meaning
to the idea of seeialist demeeraey-. [..-] One must net ferget that
the struggle against the strengthening the fruits ef Oecteber is
supperted by elements for whor any eenecept of soeialism is alien
and abhering. "

3

# ADA, Polish Radio programme of 14 Decemiber, 1956.
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The above fragment was undoubtedly aimed against the
organizers of both demonstrafions. However, the teuth Is that
the Bydgoszez riots have had a benefielal consequences for the
Polish Radio : on 25 November—i.e. a week after the riots—it has
been announced that on the strength of the decision of the govern-
ment, jamming stations have been closed down thioughout the
entire eountry. Two months later the publie opinien was infermed
that 52 jamming stations have been made available for the
purposes of radio-eommunication, ineluding 11 stations for the use
of the radio stations. ‘ffhis made it pessible to epen a few regienal
fadio stations : among ethers en 19 January 1657 in Kielee and
two days later in Zielona Gé6ra.®

*

In our attempt to answer questions which were posed at the
beginning, we should continuously bear in mind the fact that the
present paper deals only with a fragment of a larger whole. In
1956 the proeesses of the decomposition of a system of rule were
taking place in Poland. It is difficult to say with utmost certainty,
but it is quite pessible that the pelitical breakthiough performed
at the Bth Plenurm saved Peland from tragie consequenees very
pessibly similar to these that were experienced by Hungary. The
leadership of the Pelish Radie—in aceerdance with directives
eeming frem " the tep"—was trying to tone dewn the overall
meed: On the ether hand, a part (Aet so small, as a matter of fact)
of the employees thought that they were te Be ef sefviee to the
nation. This greup wanted, first of all, to inform the natien abeut
everything that related te it—even it it was dene in an indireet
way. One ot the evidenees is the variety et problems diseussed of
the radie in these days. Only a few ef them have beeh mentiened
in the present paper. When there were many diseussiens in Beland
abeut the rehabilitation of peeple unjustly sentemeed iA * the
former peried,” en 1i December the Polish Radie presented a
15-minte talk with Kazimierz Meezarski whe had been imprisened
for almest 11 years. The talk dealt malaly with the rehabilitatien
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trial which was to be held in the near future, yet Moczarski spoke
also about his high-ranking persecutors such as: Roman Rom-
kowski, Jozef Swiatlo, Anatol Fejgin and Jézef Rézanski. ¥

As has been mentioned, in the mid-1950s, radio was the ready
and easily accessible source of information. However, in 1956 it
began to play also a slightly different role. As of then, on the
radio, one could hear people who in the " former period ”’ were
not admitted near the miecrophones. Yet, what seems to be the
meost irmportant of all, is the evelution of the language used in
the Polish Radio. 1 have tried to show how, parallel to the
development of events in Peland, the language of radio commments
was changing. It is eneugh to eempare respective texts from June
and Oetober. Language grew less and less vehement and aggresive,
and at the same time, it beeame fere eommunicative. Mere and
mere peeple were talking te peeple with a human veiee and
language. These ehanges must Rave been immediately netieed by
the audience. jan Gérski, an eminent histerian said that when in
Nevember 1956 he was listening te Radie Mesecow with a greup
of friends—its language seunded wrong te them. It differed se
mueh frem the language of the Pelish Radie news. th 1956 the
Polish Radie had te perfefm an imperiant seeial rele and it seems
that 1t did it adequately. This i3 perhaps the reasen why a large
part of the sosiety remembers the aenievements of the Pelish
Radie in these days and this is why the radig arehives are full
gf priceless materials for the study of Beth : the Ristery et the
Belish Radig and the histery of the Beeple's Peland in general.

(Frantheded by Mare St
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