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INSTRUCTION TO AUTHORS

ACTA ORNITHOLOGICA accepts for publication papers that have not been published (or are not submitted for publication) 
elsewhere. The total volume of manuscript (including abstract, tables, illustrations, bibliography and summary) should not 
exceed 30 pages. However in justified cases exceptions of this rule are made. Manuscripts in English (preferably) or Polish 
should be supplied to the Editor in 2 complete copies. The editorial style of the manuscript should be modelled on a current 
issu es o f ACT A.

Title of the paper should not be long or too general. The title (and section headings) should end without a full stop.
Abstract (up to 200 words) should not repeat the title. It should rather summarize main results of the paper, and methods 
applied, than list its contents. It should be complete in itself without reference to other parts of the paper. It should use scientific 
latin names of the species, if these were not mentioned in the title.
Up to 5 key words should be given beneath the abstract, and under them there should be the postal address and institutional 
affiliation (in English) of the author (authors).
Contents of the paper should be concise and it should omit all material not essential to an understanding of the main matter. 
The text should be formulated in short sentences. The results of the work, and the way in which they were obtained, should be 
presented in the past tense, and regular or permanent situations (such as geographical location) -  in present tense. Scientific 
latin names of taxa should not be written in parenthesis and without authority of their description, if this is not important for 
the matter. English names of species should begin w ith capital letters, and their latin names should also be given with the first 
usage in the text.
Footnotes (*) are permitted only on the title page, e.g. indicating in the abstract addresses of particular authors. Dates should 
be written w ith the years given in full, with their components separated by spaces (not dots) -  e.g. "1 V 1990", and periods of 
time - by hypens ("3-5 Xй, "1990-1993").
Numerical values with abbreviated units and ranges of values -  should be written without spaces ("3p/10ha", "pp.4-7"). 
Citations should be made with the author and year system -  eg. "reported by Taczanowski (1882)", "(Taczanowski 1882)", 
"(Cieślak & Dombrowski 1992)" -  when two authors, "(Dyrcz et al. 1984)" -  when more than two authors. Multiple references 
should be given in alphabetic order of authors -  eg. "(Czarnecki 1954, 1979, Rydzewski 1935, 1979a, 1979ЬГ. Personal 
communications, materials in preparation and other unpublished data should be d ted  in text only (not in References), with 
author's initials. Papers in press could be d ted  in bibliography if they have been formally accepted for publication. Tables and 
figures m ust be referred to in the text by their arabie numbers -  e.g. "(Tab. 3, Fig. 3)".
Tables and figures should be understandable without reference to the text. Their number and size should be limited to 
minimum required for dear communication. They should be planned according to dimensions of the column or page (2 
columns) in ACTA. The same data should not be presented in both tables and illustrations. Tables should use saentific latin 
names of spedes. Figures should use contarst and bold drawing and dimensions about twice the size proposed for printing. 
Letters and other details should be large enough for twofold reduction in printing. If illustration is not original, the source from 
which it is derived should be referred to.
References to publications d ted  in the text (see "Citations") should be listed in alphabetic order according to the following 
patterns:
In journals: Dyrcz A., Tomiałojć L. 1974. Application of the mapping method in the marshland habitats. Acta om. 14: 34&-353. 
Books: Domaniewski J. 1952. Ornitologia łowiecka. Warszawa, T. 3.
Chapters: Pinowski J., Zając R. 1990. Damages to crops caused by birds in Central Europe. In: Pinowski J., Summers-Smith J.D. 
(eds.). Granivorous birds in the agricultural landscape. Warszawa, pp. 333-347.
Titles of journals should be abbreviated as in the World List of Saentific Periodicals. Titles of works published in languages 
other than English and German (e.g. Russian, French, Polish), if they have English summary, should be given only in English, 
and in square brackets -  [ ]. References written in non-latin script (eg. Cyrillic) should be transcribed according to international 
rules (ISO). The author is responsible for the accuracy of references dted.
Summary -  in English language papers it is translated (by the Editor) into Polish, and vice versa. Its volume should not exceed 
1 /5  of the main text of the paper. It should refer to tables, figures and (if necessary) to the References.
After acceptance of the paper, its final version should be submitted on computer disc together with a complete printed copy. 
Accepted text editors working under MS-DOS/PC-DOS: WordPerfect 5.1 (preferred), TAG, Xywrite, ChiWriter, or possibly 
the text may be written in ASCII format. The computer written manuscript should follow editorial recommendations above, 
as well as possible additional instruction from the Editor. Full j ustif ication of the text should not be carried out (left justification 
only), and nor centering of titles or indentation at the begining of paragraphs should be made. Words should not be split by 
hyphens (even if the editor does it automatically). Latin names of taxa in text, tables, and in bibiliügraphy -  should be written 
in italics, but not in parenthesis. No underlines or highlighting print (with exception of particular cases concerning data in 
tables) should be used. Each of tables should be written as separate file. The quality of illustrations should enable them to be 
reproduced directly by scanning (and for the reduction in size - see above). The author's disc will be returned with the proof. 
Proof will be sent to the main author and it should be returned to the Editor without delay. Alterations in the proof should be 
limited to error correction.
Reprints -  25 free copies will be provided to the main author of the paper. More copies may be ordered at current prices when 
proof is returned.
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