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Would you like to support the protection of 
birds and their habitats in Poland?

If so, join

T h e  p o l ish  so c ie t y  f o r  t h e  pr o t e c t io n  o f  b ir d s

The Polish Society for the Protection od Birds (OTOP) is a non
governmental organization with the aim of protecting bird populations 
and their habitats in Poland. Launched in 1991, OTOP is a voluntary 
conservation body governed by an elected council and administrated 
by employed officers.

The main OTOP objective is the protection of birds habitats through:

* land-holding nad management,

* co-operation and advice in the preparation of development plans,

* spreading information about the values of particular areas among 
the decision-makers,

* promoting essential research,

* education and raising public awareness,

* exerting pressure on governmental bodies.

Currently, OTOP is preparing management recommendations for four 
threatened wetland areas of international importance for birds. A 
study to identify the possibilities of conserving the largest European 
population of a globally threatened species, the Aquatic Warbler, is 
also being conducted.

The membership fee is min. $20 per year (or exchange value of other 
currency). Members receive T-shirt, membership card, stickers and 
the Annual Report in English. To obtain membership application 
forms and further information, write to: OTOP, P.O. Box 335, 80-958 
Gdańsk 50, Poland; tel./fax. +48 58 412693.
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I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  k e y  o f  O. ja m a ic e n s is , О. leu co cep h a la  a n d  t h e i r  h y b r id s

by Carlos Urdiales & Pablo Pereira, 1993, 31 pp., 42 colour photos, 
available from SEO/BirdLife International.

SEO/BirdLife distribute this document to ornithological publications and 
libraries to spread the knowledge of serious risk for the conservation of the 
endangered White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala.

This species hybridize with an exotic and introduced species the Ruddy 
Duck O. jam aicensis, which was introduced into Great Britain in the 1950s, 
first because of accidental escapes and voluntary releases thereafter.

The Ruddy Duck is spreading over the Western Palearctic and the 
hybridisation, as have been already confirmed in Spain, is responsible for 
the serious treat for the conservation of the White-headed Duck as a genetic 
pure species.

The identification key gives the main features of the pure species 
O. leucocephala (dark and pale phases) and O. jam aicensis and all the 
different identified hybrid types between the two species captured up to date 
in Spain. Diagnostic field characteristics and a possible interpretation of 
their genealogy are also included.

[ K lu c z  d o  o z n a c z a n ia  О. leu coceph ala , O. ja m a ic e n s is  i  i c h  h y b r y d ]

W  ostatnich latach liczebność stemiczki O. leucocephala gwałtownie 
spada. Jednym z czynników stanowiących dodatkowe zagrożenie dla tego 
gatunku jest jej łatwe krzyżowanie się z egzotycznym, sztucznie 
sprowadzonym w latach 50tych na Wyspy Brytyjskie, gatunkiem — 
stemiczką jamajską O. jamaicensis. Ostatnie doniesienia wskazują, że 
gatunek ten dotarł już do Ukrainy.

Omawiany klucz zawiera szczegółowe opisy wszystkich typów mieszańców 
schwytanych dotychczas w Hiszpanii, oraz porównuje je z wyglądem czystych 
gatunków O. jam aicensis i O. leucocephala (w odmianie jasnej i ciemnej).
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INSTRUCTION TO AUTHORS

[Autorzy przygotow ujący prace dla Acta Ornithologica, proszeni są o porozum ienie się 
z Redakcją (patrz Editor), która przekaże polską wersję instrukcji]

ACTA ORNITHOLOGICA accepts for publication papers that have not been published (or are not submitted for 
publication) elsewhere. The total volume of m anuscript (including abstract, tables, illustrations, bibliography and 
summary) should not exceed 30 pages. However in justified cases exceptions of this rule are made. Manuscripts in 
English (preferably) or Polish should be supplied to the Editor in 2 complete copies. T he ed itorial style of the 
m anuscrip t should be m odelled on a current issues of ACTA. Title of the paper should not be long or too general. 
The title (and section headings) should end without a full stop.

A bstract (up to 200 words) should not repeat the title. It should rather sum m arize main results of the paper, and 
m ethods applied, than list its contents. It should be complete in itself w ithout reference to other parts of the paper. It 
should use scientific latin names of the species, if these were not mentioned in the title.

Up to 5 key w ords should be given beneath the abstract, and under them there should be the postal address and 
institutional affiliation (in English) of the author (authors).

C ontents of the paper should be concise and it should omit all material not essential to an understanding of the main 
matter. The text should be formulated in short sentences. The results of the work, and the way in which they were 
obtained, should be presented in  the past tense, and regular or permanent situations (such as geographical location) 
— in  p resen t tense. Scientific latin names of taxa in text, tables, and in bibliography — should be w ritten  in  italics, 
but not in parenthesis. English names of species should begin with capital letters, and their latin names should also 
be given with the first usage in the text.

Dates should be written with the years given in full, with their components separated by spaces (not dots) — e.g. 
"1 V 1990", and periods of time — by hyphens ("3-5 X", "1990-1993").

N um erical values with abbreviated units and ranges of values — should be written w ithout spaces ("3p/10ha", 
"pp.4-7").

C itations should be m ade with the author and year system — e.g. "reported by Taczanowski (1882)", "(Taczanowski 
1882)", "(Cieślak & Dombrowski 1992)" — when two a u th o rs /^ y rc z  et al. 1984)" — when more than two authors. 
Multiple references should be given in alphabetic order of authors — e.g. "(Czarnecki 1954, 1979, Rydzewski 1935, 
1979a, 1979b)". Personal communications, materials in preparation and other unpublished data should be cited in 
text only (not in References), w ith author's initials. Tables and figures must be referred to in the text by their arabie 
numbers — e.g."Tab. 3, Fig. 3)".

T ables and figures should be understandable without reference to the text. They should be planned according to 
dimensions of the column or page (2 columns) in ACTA. The same data should not be presented in both tables and 
illustrations. Tables should use scientific latin names of species. Figures should use contrast and bold drawing and 
dimensions about twice the size proposed for printing. Letters and other details should be large enough for twofold 
reduction in printing.

R eferences to publications cited in the text (see "Citations") should be listed in alphabetic order according to the 
following patterns:

In journals: Dyrcz A., Tomialojć L. 1974. Application of the m apping method in the m arshland habitats. Acta orn. 14: 
348-353.

Books: Domaniewski J. 1952. Ornitologia łowiecka. Warszawa, T. III.

Chapters: Pinowski J., Zając R. 1990. Damages to crops caused by birds in Central Europe. In: Pinowski J., Summers- 
Smith J.D. (eds.). Granivorous birds in the agricultural landscape. Warszawa, pp. 333-347.

Titles of journals should be abbreviated as in the W orld List of Scientific Periodicals. Titles of works published in 
languages other than English and German (e.g. Russian, French, Polish), if they have English summary, should be 
given only in  English, and in square brackets — [ ]. References written in non-latin script (e.g. Cyrillic) should be 
transcribed according to international rules (ISO). The author is responsible for the accuracy of references cited.

Sum m ary in English language papers is translated (by the Editor) into Polish. Its volume should not exceed 1 /5  of 
the main text of the paper. It should refer to tables, figures and (if necessary) to the References.

A fter acceptance of the paper, its final version should be submitted on com puter floppy disc together w ith a 
com plete p rin ted  copy. Preferred text editors: WinWord, WordPerfect 5.1. The computer written m anuscript should 
follow editorial recommendations above, as well as possible additional instruction from the Editor. Words should 
not be split by hyphens (even if the editor does it automatically). No underlines or highlighting print (with exception 
of particular cases concerning data in tables) should be used. The quality of illustrations should enable them to be 
reproduced directly by scanning (and for the reduction in size - see above). The author's disc will be returned with 
the proof.

Proof will be sent to the main author and it should be returned to the Editor w ithout delay. Alterations in the proof 
should be limited to error correction.

Reprin ts — 25 free copies will be provided to the main author of the paper. More copies may be ordered at current 
prices when proof is returned.
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