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INSTRUCTION TO AUTHORS

[Autorzy przygotow ujący prace dla Acta Ornithologica, proszeni są o porozum ienie się z Redakcją 
(patrz Editor), która przekaże polską wersję instrukcji]

ACTA ORNITHOLOGICA accepts for publication papers that have not been published (or are not subm itted юг 
publication) elsewhere. The total volum e of m anuscript (including abstract, tables, illustrations, bibliography and 
sum m ary) should  no t exceed 30 pages. H ow ever in justified cases exceptions of this rule are m ade. M anuscripts in English 
(preferably) or Polish should be supplied to the Editor in 2 complete copies. The editorial style of the manuscript should 
be m odelled on a current issues or ACTA.
Title of the p aper should  not be long or too general. The title (and section headings) should  end w ithout a full stop.
A bstract should not repeat the title. It should  ra ther sum m arize m ain results of the paper, and m ethods applied, than list its 
contents. It should  be complete in itself w ithou t reference to other parts of the paper. It should  use scientific latin names of 
the species, if these w ere not m entioned in the title.
Up to 5 key w ords should be given beneath the abstract, and under them  there should be the postal address and 
institutional affiliation (in English) of the au thor (authors).
Contents of the p ap er should be concise and it should om it all material not essential to an understanding of the main 
m atter. The text should  be form ulated in short sentences. The results of the w ork, and the w ay in which they were 
obtained, should be p resented  in the past tense, and regular or perm anent situations (such as geographical location) — in 
present tense. Scientific latin nam es of taxa in text, tables, and  in bibliography — should be written in italics, but not in 
parenthesis. English nam es of species should  begin w ith  capital letters, and their latin nam es should also be given with the 
first usage in the text.
Dates should  be w ritten  w ith  the years given in full, w ith  their com ponents separated  by spaces (not dots) — e.g. "1 V 
1990", and periods of time — by hyphens ("3-5 X", "1990-1993").
C itations should  be m ade w ith  the au thor and year system  — e.g. "reported by Taczanowski (1882)", "(Taczanowski 
1882)", "(Cieślak & Dom brow ski 1992)" — w hen two authors,"(D yrcz et al. 1984)" — w hen m ore than two authors. 
Multiple references should  be given in alphabetic o rder of authors — e.g. "(Czarnecki 1954, 1979, Rydzewski 1935, 1979a, 
1979b)". Personal com m unications, m aterials in p reparation  and other unpublished da ta  should  be cited in text only (not in 
References), w ith  au thor's  initials. Tables and  figures m ust be referred to in the text by their arabie num bers — e.g. "Table 3, 
Fig. 3)".
T ables and figu res should be understandable  w ithout reference to the text. They should be planned according to 
dim ensions of the colum n or page (2 colum ns) in ACTA. The same data should not be presented in both tables and 
illustrations. Tables should  use scientific latin nam es of species. Figures should use contrast and bold draw ing and 
dim ensions about twice the size proposed for printing. Letters and o ther details should  be large enough for twofold 
reduction in printing.
R eferences to publications cited in the text (see "Citations") should be listed in alphabetic o rder according to the following 
patterns:
In journals: Dyrcz A., Tomialojć L. 1974. A pplication of the m apping m ethod in the m arshland habitats. Acta orn. 14: 
348-353.
Books: D om aniew ski J. 1952. O rnitologia łowiecka. W arszaw a, T. III.
Chapters: Pinowski J., Zając R. 1990. Dam ages to crops caused by birds in Central Europe. In: Pinowski J., Summers-Smith 
J. D. (eds.). G ran ivorous b irds in the agricultural landscape. W arszawa, pp. 333-347.
Titles of journals should  be abbreviated as in the W orld List of Scientific Periodicals. Titles of w orks published in languages 
other than English and  Germ an (e.g. Russian, French, Polish) should be given only in English, and in square brackets — [ ). 
References w ritten  in non-latin script (e.g. Cyrillic) should be transcribed according to international rules (ISO). The author 
is responsible for the accuracy of references cited.
Sum m ary in English language papers is translated (by the Editor) into Polish. Its volum e should  not exceed 1 /5  of the main 
text of the paper. It should  refer to tables, figures and (if necessary) to the References.

П A fter acceptance of the paper, its final version should  be subm itted on com puter floppy disc together w ith  a 
com ple te  p rin ted  copy. Preferred text editors: W inW ord, W ordPerfect for DOS. Picture and m ap formats: 
Bitmaps, GIF image, Tiff, PCX image, CorelDRAW! and diagram  formats: Excel (preferred), W indow s Metafiles, 
CorelCHART!, Lotus 1-2-3 graphics.

The com puter w ritten  m anuscript should  follow editorial recom m endations above, as well as possible additional 
instruction from  the Editor. W ords should not be split by hyphens (even if the editor does it automatically). No underlines 
or highlighting p rin t (with exception of particular cases concerning data in tables) should be used. The quality of 
illustrations, if not on the disc, should enable them  to be reproduced directly by scanning (and for the reduction in size — 
see above).
Proof will be sent to the m ain au thor and it shou ld  be re tu rned  to the Editor w ithout delay.
R eprin ts — 25 free copies will be p rov ided  to the m ain au thor of the paper. More copies m ay be ordered  at current prices 
w hen proof is re tu rned .
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