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Post-Colonial Transfer 
to Central-and-Eastern Europe

Central-and-Eastern Europe could only enter the field 
o f p ost-co lon ial studies' in terest w ith  a considera

ble delay. W hen post-colonialism  w as developing in the 
1980s in  the form  o f the post-structuralist intervention 
into the m atters o f im perial dependencies, particularly 
focusing on the issue o f  pow er/know ledge and decon
struction o f the subject, socialist countries were w itn es
sing a process which -  em bodying an em ancipation pro
ject, fight for freedom  and rejection o f the power system  
perceived as strange and repressive -  fulfills the criteria 
o f the process o f decolonization. However, as noticed by 
num erous com m entators, the fall o f  com m unism  and 
the preceding resistance m ovem ent in the countries o f 
the Eastern Bloc has never becom e one o f the p o st-co 
lonial research's interests. A nsw ering the question w hy 
this happened is perhaps much more com plex than the 
custom ary consensus that it w as M arxist sym pathies of 
p ost-colon ial critics that did not allow  for including is 
sues related w ith  anti-com m unist resistance and p ost

-com m un ist tran sform ation  in  th eir d isc ip line. Post
-colonial lack of interest in, at least potentially, im perial 
aspects o f the Soviet dom ination in the Eastern Bloc is by 
all m eans w orth  being analyzed, because such analysis
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would reveal that this situation is caused m ore factors than ideological lim i
tations post-colonial scholars are accused of. The present article is based on 
a thesis that post-colonialism  is not necessary to define the position and role 
o f particular countries o f C entral-an d-Eastern  Europe w ith  regards to the 
form er em pires or W estern Europe in  the historical and m odern perspective. 
W hat is m ore, it is the reflection over the condition o f Central-and-Eastern 
Europe, i.e. the post-dependence condition that could be a valuable contri
bution to the com parative potential o f the post-colonial studies. The article 
aim s at drafting a trajectory o f the m entioned post-colonial transfer and con
tem plating the usefulness o f post-colonial studies as a new  direction in the 
research on specificity o f the “p o st-” condition in Poland and m ore broadly, 
in  the region.1 I w ill hereby present a critical overview of post-colonialism  as 
a theory o f a great, but still barely utilized, comparative potential, then I will 
create a working typology of the ways the post-colonial theory is applied in 
Poland, and finally, I w ill situate the post-dependence research in relation 
to new  projects o f the global com parative studies.

Expectations th at it w ill be the in itiative o f the “ow ners” o f  the p o st
colonial theory, thus academ ic institutions suggesting the direction o f the 
research, to include post-com m unist countries in the area o f post-colonial 
studies, are for m any reasons incorrect. Today, post-colonialism  divides into 
them atic and geographical groups loosely linked by the post-colonial theory 
w hich in fact rem ains a dom ain o f English studies, w ithin  the field of either 
literary or cultural research. The m ain trend, once noticeable, is now  strongly 
dispersed. A nd for th is institutional and discip linary reason, A m erican  or 
British scholars' interest in  in  C entral-an d-Eastern  Europe falls to Slavists 
or so called area studies -  a discipline ideologically located on the opposite 
pole from  post-colonialism . Thus, the initiative to post-colonialize this part 
o f Europe could be derived from  these disciplines, especially Slavic studies2 . 
This, in  turn, did not reverberate in  post-colonial centers because they are 
concentrated on the English-speaking research field and, despite their aspi
rations to use theories beyond linguistic divisions, they allow for the linguis
tic otherness o f a research subject only in the categories o f ethnic m inority 
in  the context o f its relations w ith in  the m etropolis. Hence, paradoxically, 
post-colonialism  o f the A m erican academ ia in its research w ill m ore eagerly 
count in writings produced by Spanish-speaking m inorities in  the U SA than 
for exam ple literature created in  national languages o f India, even though it 
straightforwardly belongs to the area o f problem s taken up by post-colonial

1 P o s t - d e p e n d e n c e  S t u d ie s  C e n te r , w w w .c b d p .p o lo n .u w .e d u .p l

2 F o r e x a m p le  E. T h o m p so n , T ro u b a d o u rs  o f  t h e  E m p ire : R u s s ia n  L it e ra t u re  a n d  C o lo n ia lis m ,  Uni- 

w e r s i t a s ,  C r a c o w  2 0 0 0 .
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studies. It is not a question o f ideology and nobody negates the im portance 
o f a dialogue w ith  the form er m etropolis in  literatures o f the post-colonial 
countries. It is the m arket that decides whether post-colonialism  is present 
in significant debates -  the product will be processed by a theoretical industry 
the A m erican  academ ia turned into, only i f  som eone proves its m arketing 
value for the cosmopolitan capital which is the global circulation of theories. It 
w ill som etim es be work on popularization o f translation on the English book 
market where there is an enorm ous im port deficit in  com parison to export. 
Another time, it w ill be an attempt to include a local study in the theory of the 
global flow  i.e. a reflection over glocality. Nonetheless, the disproportionate 
linguistic exchange is a fact and post-colonialism  in  fact em erged as a theory 
prom oting literature in English com ing from  the form er colonies and as such 
it contributes to the phenom enon o f globalizing English literature. Still, it 
is in  p ost-co lon ialism  that one finds space for the versatile dialogue with 
diverse and broadly understood linguistic otherness, because the paradigm  
o f borderness w hich transposes onto theorization o f m arginality, m igration, 
hybrid identities, etc. forces post-colonial critics to keep going beyond the -  
constantly being outlined anew -  boundaries o f the discipline, research area 
or theoretical field.

It is w orth taking into consideration that, apart from the United Kingdom 
and the U nited States, p o st-co lo n ia lism  is m ain ly  practiced in  institutes 
o f English  studies w hich barely have any contact w ith  institutes o f litera
ture and national culture: for exam ple, Polish studies in Poland. This is w hy 
the m ost interesting discussions on the usefulness o f p ost-co lon ialism  in 
our part o f Europe (the p o st-so cia list, post-d epen d ent one) have steered 
clear o f the w orld 's debates on the subject and have had place only w here 
p o st-co lo n ia lism  is o f  a m ore peripheral value being rather a theoretical 
curiosity, an exiguous study. G en erally  speaking, therefore, p o st-co lo n i
alism  w as discussed in the areas w here its application had little chance of 
in tervening into the d iscipline as such and its theoretical foundations. In 
order to change that, the debates over p o st-co lo n ia lism  in  C en tral-an d - 
Eastern  Europe have to function in  a specific tran slation  zone3 w here the 
p ost-co lon ial transfer to our region  w ould be double-tracked: on the one 
hand, research ers specializing in  culture and n ational literature o f  those 
countries above all w ould  have to adjust theoretical tools typ ical o f p o st
colonialism  to the needs o f their ow n discipline (by design an innovation 
m ust introduce a new quality to the current state of research: new questions, 
n ew  problem s and m ore im portantly, n ew  approaches to old problem s);

3  E. A p te r , T h e  T ra n s la t io n  Z o n e : A  N e w  C o m p a ra t iv e  L ite ra tu re ,  P r in c e to n  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 

P r in c e to n  2 0 0 6 , 12 9 ,
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on the other hand, applications in the new  field  should be com m unicated 
to broader circles o f  p o st-co lo n ia l research  because undoubtedly, these 
w ill be propositions o f new  theoretical developm ents and criticism  o f the 
hitherto state o f  research. H owever, w ithout incorporating a constitutive 
feature o f post-colonial studies w hich is the exam ination o f the em ancipa
tion discourse as m anifestation o f one's own (collective, national, political, 
historical, etc.) subjectivity negated by the im perial discourse, accompanied 
by sim ultaneous criticism  o f the subject, especially  the collective one and 
particularly in  its national em anation (or liberation, nationalist projects), 
such research w ill not be qualified as post-colonial. The paradox of affirm a
tion and deconstruction o f collective subjectivity shaping any insurrection 
projects is a foundation o f the po st-co lo n ia l research and this productive 
internal antithetic nature o f post-colonialism  should be taken into account 
in  the transfer o f the p ost-colon ial thought to the Polish and m ore broadly, 
C entral-an d -Eastern  European context as w ell as, in  com pliance w ith  the 
double-tracking rule, the p ost-colonial reflection should be com plem ented 
w ith  the reflection over the post-dependence specificity o f the region.

H aving suggested that the p o st-co lo n ia l attainm ents are used  to d e
scribe the problem s o f  C en tra l-an d -E astern  Europe, first o f  all, it w ould 
be good to see w hat w ould  be a special value for us in  th is particu lar d is
cipline. It is true that p ost-co lon ialism  expanded academ ic program s with 
m assive  am ounts o f  literature from  form er colon ies, in trod u cing to the 
critical con sciousn ess the com plicated consequences o f  the colon ial d e
pend ence. M atters  re lated  w ith  a lien atio n  from  the language w h ich  is 
one's ow n language but also the im p eria l one im p osed  in  the process o f  
colonial education; p osition ing o f  the (post)colonial subject w ith  regards 
to the em pire functioning as adm inistration , econom y, w ell-und erstood  
h istory and culture; finally, the very notion o f  the colonial discourse based 
on the dynam ics o f  am bivalence -  th is is only the m ost generally  drafted 
critica l fie ld  w h ere lite ra ry  p ro d uction  is  m ain ly  analyzed  as p ro b lem 
atic construction  and search for sub jectivity  in  in d iv id u al and so cia l d i
m en sio n s. For now, the above seem  to be only ad vantageous to the d e
p en d en ce/p ost-d ep en d en ce m atters in  C e n tra l-a n d -E a ste rn  European 
cou ntries, w h ich  can be recogn ized  b y  m ean s o f  ten d en c ies  to id en tify  
the p o st-co lo n ia l th eory w ith  the em ancipation  or liberation  discourse, 
visib le  in  the local d iscussion  on p o st-co lo n ia l issues. M eanw hile, m any 
factors -  the above m entioned paradox describing p o st-co lo n ia l research 
or h istorical d isappointm ent w ith  the p o st-co lo n ia l state often being the 
stage for n e o -im p e ria l activ itie s  in  the n ew  system  o f  pow er oligarchy, 
and finally, the literary  testim on y in  w hich  form al search help sharpen  the 
p o litica l and socia l w it  -  im pose un d erstan d in g o f  p o st-co lo n ia lism  as
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p o st-o p tim ist p essim ism 4, quoting a w ell-kn o w n  expression  established 
by Kwam e A nth on y Appiah.

Post-colonialism  is not a straightforward aftermath of the traditional anti
colonial struggle in  the political, social and historical sense but a theoretical 
reflection over the colonial discourse, im perial know ledge and discursive 
form s o f dism antling colonialism . The anti-colonial idea behind liberation 
movements, actively co-form ed by such intellectuals as Franz Fanon or Am il- 
car Cabral, is im portant for the post-colonial theory from  both the sym bolic 
and problem atic point o f view. The fundam ental condition o f resistance: i.e., 
affirm ation o f the collective identity through the contra-discourse reversing 
the M anichean dichotom y o f the colonial thought w hich logically results in 
active fight for decolonization, is not so m uch negated in  the p o st-co lon i
al th eory as it is re-interpreted as a purely textual process w here the very 
m echanism  o f sign ification challenges the assum ed hierarchies and bina- 
rism s. Hence, the subtle hypocrisy o f post-colonial studies: Fanon and other 
intellectuals analyzing decolonization processes are anachronically assigned 
to the post-colonial thought, while the em phasis they have put on the neces
sity to adopt the definite category of national (ethnic, racial) identity, cultural 
authenticity as a retrieved value as w ell as politicized awareness o f the colo
nized as a condition of the decolonization process, is incorrectly and too easily 
defined as “essentialism ” and perceived equally to aggressive nationalism . A s 
noticed by W łodzim ierz Bolecki in his prelim inary reflections on the usefu l
ness of post-colonial studies in  the Polish contexts, the characteristic feature 
of this type o f research is shifting the accent from  political and social issues 
to the needs o f the discourse5. This tendency w as certainly the m ain  force 
to m obilize drafting the p ost-co lon ial theory in the 1980s, under a crucial 
condition that it w as not intended to move away from  the political and social 
theory's reference in  favor o f shifting the notions of activism  and causality to the 
level o f language and text6. Post-structuralist foundations of post-colonialism  
granted this critical discourse a very significant im petus o f deconstructive 
reading but at the sam e tim e, they lim ited the possibility to analyze the cau
sality o f the colonized as space w hich is independent o f the overwhelm ing 
discourse of the colonial authorities. In Hom i Bhabha or Gayatri Spivak's de
constructive reading, the colonized can only be a function of the discourse of

4  K .A . A p p ia h , "P o s tm o d e r n is m , P o s t -C o lo n ia lis m : O n  D if fe r e n c e s  in t h e  P re fix ,” P o lish  t r a n s la 

t io n  b y  D. K o ło d z ie jc z y k , L it e ra t u re  na  Ś w ie c ie  2 0 0 8 , n o . 1 - 2 ,  16 0 ,

5  W. B o le c k i , "V a rio u s t h o u g h t s  o n  P o s t -C o lo n ia lis m : In tr o d u c tio n  to  U n w rit te n  T e x t s ,” T eksty  

D ru g ie  2 0 0 7 , no . 4 , 1 1 .

6 S t r a t e g ic a l ly  e x p r e s s e d  in: H .K . B h a b h a , T he C o m m it m e n t  to  T h e ory, [in:] Q u e s t io n s  o f T h ird  C in 

e m a , e d . J. P in e s , P. W ille m e n , B r it ish  F ilm  In s t itu te , L o n d o n  19 8 9 .
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power, while rejecting the hegem ony is to a great extent a process o f the em 
pire's text deconstructing itself -  in  the form  of colonial m im icry and hybridi
zation (Bhabha) or an alternative colonial narrative (Spivak) which w ill not 
be the overturned violent hierarchy (Derrida) but the process of shaping the 
colonized as the Other deprived of the possibility to speak as a subject. To put 
it very simply, but also supported by rich evidence, the post-colonial thought 
might be summarized the following way: post-colonialism , as analyzed by the 
colonial discourse, follows insurrectional m echanism s som ehow built in  the 
logic o f the paranoia connected with power and at the same time, it evades ac
cepting numerous forms of anti-colonial resistance as examples o f conscious 
and autonomous political activities o f the colonized7. The objective difficulty 
to separate the chauvinist, regressive or sim ply populist forms o f nationalism  
from  the -  fundam ental for the decolonization process -  need to retrieve or 
create one's own authenticity and subjectivity, in the post-colonial theory, has 
been lifted to the universal level o f deliberation over the possibility to think 
about authenticity. Post-colonialism  w as born as -  inspired by deconstruc
tion and, generally, post-structuralism  -  critique o f European m odernity and 
its transfer to the Polish and Eastern-European contexts should be done with 
aw areness that it has never been a n ew  great liberation narrative. Thus, ac
cording to the logic o f a paradox characteristic o f post-colonialism , the m ain 
area o f the post-colonial theory in practice is the W estern discourse of m od
ern history: i.e., Eurocentrism  in  its im perial aspect.

Being critical towards the im perial logic of Eurocentrism , p ost-colonial
ism  adopted the bipolar perspective according to w hich the m etropolis and 
periphery rem ained in  the necessary, although rem onstrated and ambivalent 
structure o f m utual references. The dichotom y itse lf w as often criticized b e
cause the com plicated relations it entailed were sim plified to the flat bina- 
rism: I/the Other8. Currently, in the globalization era, post-colonialism  cannot 
be based on such clear b ipolarity anym ore and is developing as a -  slightly 
uncertain o f its own direction -  a theoretical research option which conveyed 
the form er relations resulting from  the colonial dependencies to the global 
perspective. Today, p ost-co lon ial studies are a base o f geographically (and 
them atically) d ispersed descriptions o f  colonial, post-colonial, n eo -co lo 
nial dependencies coordinated by the discussion over the w ay globalization

7  S e e  N . L a z a ru s , N a tio n a lis m  a n d  C u lt u ra l P ra c t ic e  in  P o s t c o lo n ia l W orld, C a m b r id g e  U n iv e rs ity  

P re s s , C a m b r id g e  19 9 9 ; B. P arry , P o s t c o lo n ia l S tu d ie s. A  M a te r ia lis t  C rit iq u e ,  R o u tle d g e , L o n d o n  

20 0 4 ; A . D irlik, T he P o s t c o lo n ia l A u ra : T h ird  W o rld  C r it ic is m  in  t h e  A g e  o f G lo b a l C a p it a lis m ,  W e st

v ie w  P r e s s ,  O xfo rd  19 9 8 ,

8 T. B re n n a n , H u m a n is m , P h ilo log y , a n d  im p e r ia lis m ,  P o lish  t r a n s la t io n  b y  E. K led zik , 

D. K o ło d z ie jc z y k , "P o ró w n ia n ia ” 2 0 0 9 , n o . 6, 38 .
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processes should be defined and analyzed. On the one hand, post-colonialism  
is a significant critical voice in the reflection over globalization processes (Ap- 
padurai, A ppiah, Spivak, Cheah, Robbins9). On the other hand, apart from  
the synthesizing theoretical approaches represented by authors o f a w ell- 
established academ ic rank, the practice o f post-colonial studies today refers 
to geographically determ ined narrow  specializations, without w ider h istori
cal consciousness. A fter all, m oving away from  historicity in  criticism, being 
interested in tem porary presentism  and anachronistic projecting of m odern 
values and norm s is what M arxist critics (Timothy Brennan, A r if Dirlik, Neil 
Lazarus, Benita Parry) accuse post-colonialism  of. The territorial expansion 
o f post-colonialism  is rarely translated to the deeper aw areness o f cultural, 
econom ic or political processes. B inarism  rem ains in  the geographically 
stretched territory of post-colonial studies, while dispersion results in  losing 
a deepened theoretical reflection and a dialogue betw een particular regions 
of scientific specialization.

The absolute leitm otif o f the post-colonial studies is still an identity de
fined/described w ithin a few  variables treated in  a non-essentialist manner: 
nationality, ethnicity and em igration. This syncretism  o f the local (ethnic, 
national) and global (migration, the Third World) factors creates a hybrid of 
the p ost-colon ial identity. A ll this seem s to m irror w ell the essence o f  the 
contem porary p ost- condition and the transnational m entality  as w ell as 
the identity practices. However, what appears to be problem atic here is that 
not only w as this paradigm  petrified in literary criticism  long tim e ago and 
its autom atic appliance in literary texts m akes literature be read so lely as 
an identity m anifesto, but it also results in  som ething opposite to w hat was 
originally intended -  this clearly ethnic identity paradigm  doesn't allow for 
real exploration of the fluidity of the “I” -  both individual and collective. Quite 
the contrary, in post-colonial criticism  the “I” is more and more often reduced 
to a discontinuous sequence o f  still, separate cases o f national and ethnic 
identity in  various configurations betw een traditionalism  and m ulticultur- 
alism . In short, literature depicts the contem porary condition o f the m ulti
cultural society, especially the m ass m ulticultural and m ultiracial society in 
a very sophisticated way, while post-colonial criticism  interprets literature as

9 S e e :  A . A p p a d u ra i M o d e rn it y  a t  L a rg e : C u lt u ra l D o m e n s io n s  o f  G lo b a liz a t io n ,  U n iv e rs ity  of. 

M in n e s o ta  P r e s s ,  M in n e a p o lis , M in n .- L o n d o n  19 9 6 ; G lo b a liz a t io n , e d . A . A p p a d u ra i , D uke 

U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  D u r h a m - L o n d o n  2 0 0 1 ;  C o s m o p o lit ic s :  T h in k in g  a n d  F e e lin g  B e y o n d  t h e  N a 

tio n , e d . P. C h e a h , B. R o b b in s , U n iv e rs it y  o f  M in n e s o ta  P r e s s ,  M in n e a p o lis , M in n .-L o n d o n  

19 9 8 ; P. C h e a h  S p e c t ra l N a tio n a lity : P a s s a g e s  o f  F re e d o m  fro m  K a n t  to P o s t c o lo n ia l L ite ra tu re s  

o f  L ib e ra tio n ,  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  N e w  Y o rk  2 0 0 3 , K .A . A p p ia h  C o s m o p o lita n is m : E th ic s  

in  a  W o rld  o f  S t ra n g e rs ,  A llen  L a n e , L o n d o n  2 0 0 7 ; G .C h . S p iv a k  D e a th  o f  a  D is c ip lin e ,  C o lu m b ia  

U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  N e w  Y o rk  2 0 0 3 .
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if  it w as stuck somewhere in  a trap of binary m etaphors and it cannot liberate 
itself from  this situation. Post-colonial criticism  does not give m uch thought 
to the language, style or form. W hat is dom inant is sociological perception of 
the presented world which, in turn, is not helpful in recognizing the role of the 
aesthetic factor not only in reception of literature but, first o f all, in  shaping 
the im age o f literature as critical com m entary to reality.

I f this paradigm  is not overcom e, perspectives for the post-colonialism  
developm ent -  not in  a sense o f the institution but o f  the critical program  
-  w ill not be particularly optim istic. First o f all, post-colonialism  cannot be 
a slightly more theoretically refined identity policy because this w ill result in 
a phenom enon already quite com m on in the United States: ethnicization of 
literary or cultural output: i.e., elim inating enormous areas o f literature from 
the well-understood universal category of literariness and enclosing it in sep
arate critical institutions. This way, involvement o f literature in social and po
litical problems is neutralized and locked in a specific academic, ethnic ghetto. 
This is why, despite the ambitions o f intellectual activism, post-colonialism  is 
often accused o f intellectual conservatism 10. Additionally, post-colonialism  is 
burdened w ith the above m entioned m onolingualism . Post-colonial studies 
have never had true contact w ith  m ultilingualism  o f literature and culture 
of the post-colonial regions, treating the language -  and I have in  m ind the 
language o f the m etropolis, m ainly English, but also French, Spanish and Por
tuguese -  as a transparent m edium  and not a, to a great extent autonomous, 
force which actively builds the identity (or actively describes the identity as 
a state o f a perm anent crisis or an unfinished project). W hat is characteristic, 
the m ost innovative translation theories em erge outside the area o f p ost
colonial studies, with the exception of a versatile theoretician Gayatri Spivak” . 
Post-colonialism  treats translation from  the local language in  a given region 
to the language o f m etropolis, i.e. often the dom inant language, as a model of 
literary output -  as another identity metaphor, and not a practice on the edge 
of two or m ore languages which says a lot about formal, aesthetic, political, 
and m arket conditions o f the cultural production and its critical overview.

The fact that post-colonial criticism  is m ultilingual is, in  m y opinion, an 
im portant reason w hy post-colonial studies could m iss the resistance culture 
in the countries o f the Eastern Bloc in the 1980s and they still cannot ade
quately relate to the rich output of the post-colonial theory applications in the 
countries o f the Eastern Bloc. The relatively im penetrable nature o f the Iron 
Curtain in the 1980s surely played a certain role in  this om ission, a greater

10  T. B re n n a n , H u m a n is m ..., 15

1 1  G .C h . S p iv a k , P o lity k a  p rz e k ła d u  ( 19 93), P o lish  tr a n s .  b y  D. K o ło d z ie jc z y k , [in:] W s p ó łc z e s n e

te o r ie  p rz e k ła d u . A n to lo g ia ,  e d . P. B u k o w sk i, M . H e y d e l, Z n a k , C r a c o w  20 0 9 ,
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role w as assigned to the innate character o f the W estern academia or even the 
leftist sym pathies o f post-structuralist theoreticians. However, it is the above 
m entioned function o f post-colonialism  as critical towards Eurocentrism  in 
its im perial dim ension and transposition o f this m ission onto the dialogue 
between the former colonies and the empire, i.e. the specific monolingualism  
o f the p ost-colon ial discussion w ere a reason w h y transform ations taking 
place behind the Iron Curtain w ere not reflected in post-colonialism , when 
the rich language o f resistance and subversion -  both in  literature and other 
types of w riting -  em erged in the Eastern Bloc. Therefore, post-colonialism , 
in its am bitious, theoretical form, is currently a crucial elem ent o f the criti
cal discourse concerning globalization. N evertheless, by proposing various 
concepts o f new  cosm opolitanism  and com parative m ethodologies, the rich 
and potentially enriching to post-colonial criticism  set o f reflections over the 
Eastern-European culture (as com parable w ith  post-colonialism ) is barely 
noticeable in  institutional centers o f  p ost-colonialism . For now, only one 
critical m agazine o f a clearly post-colonial profile decided to release a spe
cial issue devoted to the post-Soviet m atters (SouthAtlantic Quarterly, 200612). 
Nor would we find in  the specialist press a com m entary or a review  of studies 
and works that would apply the post-colonial theory to Central-and-Eastern 
Europe, even i f  they are works in  English -  and these are plenty. This is b e 
cause the literary and cultural criticism  o f C entral-an d -E astern  Europe is 
subjected to the institution o f Slavic studies, the dom inant identity, which 
-  in  the case o f the A m erican academ ia -  is neither a national nor linguistic 
category but it is the sym ptom atically ethnic one. Additionally, it does not 
em brace separate fields o f H ungarian, Rom anian or A lbanian. This is w hy 
in practice post-colonialism  -  as a theory w hich does not create definitions, 
so it does not restrict its range -  lim its itse lf to the areas beyond the already 
narrow translation zonesw o f post-colonialism .

W hat seem s m ost im portant in  v ie w  o f the future developm ent o f  the 
p o st-co lo n ia l reflection  over E astern  Europe, is  not only the theoretical 
analysis  o f tran sferrin g  the p o st-co lo n ia l categories to the categories o f 
post-com m unism , p ost-socia lism  and post-dependence, but also com m u
nication o f these ideas to the p ost-colon ial academ ic institutions in  order 
to overcom e the ethnic m odel prevailing at W estern -  esp ecia lly  A m e ri
can -  universities and to w ork on com parative m odels suitable to the chal
lenges o f globalization. I am interested in a theoretical and m ethodological

12  "S o u th  A t la n t ic  Q u a r te r ly ” 2 0 0 6  n o  3  v o l. 10 5  (D u ke  U n iv e rs it y  P r e s s ,  D u rh am ). T h e  t i t le  o f  th e  

is su e : D o u b le  C rit iq u e . K n o w le d g e s  a n d  S c h o la rs  a t  R is k  in  P o st-S o v ie t  S o c ie t ie s.

1 3  E. A p te r , T h e  T ra n s la t io n  Z o n e s: A  N e w  C o m p a ra t iv e  L ite ra tu re ,  P r in c e to n  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 

P r in c e to n  2 0 0 5
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possib ility  to w ork out a com parative field, w here Eastern Europe -  on the 
one hand, once an invisible region due to rem aining behind the Iron Curtain 
and earlier, on the other side o f the ethos characterizing European m oder
nity; on the other hand, as a group o f several countries o f diverse individual 
national h istory and cultural form ations -  could enter into a dialogue w ith 
the p ost-colon ial discourse. The aim  w ould be to articulate and analyze its 
specific condition -  the condition o f the m ost extensive m argin  o f Europe 
one could im ag in e14. R egard less o f  the w ays the p o st-co lo n ia l th eo ry  is 
em ployed in  particular situations, also in  post-com m unism , and indepen
dently of attem pts to define the dom ination over the region in  the categories 
o f the em pire, all these applications serve one goal: they aim  at elaborating 
a new  understanding o f dependence (and post-dependence) w hich would 
m ake it possible to overcom e the old, but still persistent, b ipolar d ivision 
o f the w orld  w here, paradoxically, the form er Second W orld is invisible  in 
today's global perspective^. The project o f creating a center for research on 
post-dependence discourses has a great potential to becom e not only a n a 
tional (state) center of reflection over cultural, historical, political, economic 
and m any other kinds o f subordination param eters, but also a center o f the 
beyond -national character: open to the dialogue w ith  sim ilar research in 
Eastern Europe and up -to-date in describing the status o f the international 
debate or the global com parative research.

W hen w e talk about the delayed introduction o f the Eastern-European 
m atters in  the area o f  p o st-co lo n ia l studies, one should think about who 
actually w as late here. Post-colon ial studies in  the 19 80 s and 1990s m issed 
th eir chance to include E astern -E u ro p ean  resistan ce  cu ltures in  their 
d iscip line, and thus to obtain  in teresting  com parative m aterial u sefu l in 
studying: (anti-colonial, anti-neo-co lon ial, etc.) resistance; hybrid forms 
o f ideological identification, including the effect o f m im icry as sim ultane
ous sub m ission  to the pow er h egem ony and its  opposition ; theorization 
o f antinom y o f  the public and private space (the fetish es o f m odernity) 
overlapping w ith  the categories o f the po litical and the sacral; social in 
equalities in  the nom inally classless socialist society; form al-and-linguistic

1 4  S e e :  M . T o d o ro v a , Im a g in in g  t h e  B a lk a n s, O xfo rd  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  O x fo rd  19 9 7  ; R. D e ltc h e v a , 

C o m p a ra t iv e  C e n t ra l-E u ro p e a n  C u ltu re . D is p la c e m e n t s  a n d  P e r ip h e ra lit ie s ,  [in:] C o m p a ra t iv e  

C e n t ra l E u ro p e a n  C u ltu re , e d . S . T o t o s y  d e  Z e p e t n e k ,  P u rd u e  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , W e st  L a fa y e t te  

2 0 0 2 ; A . K ło b u c k a , T h e o riz in g  E u ro p e a n  P e rip h e ry , „ S y m p lo k e ” 19 9 7  n o  5 .1-2 ; D. K o ło d z ie jc z y k , 

C o s m o p o lita n  P ro v in c ia lis m  in  a  C o m p a ra t iv e  P e rs p e c t iv e ,  [in:] R e ro u t in g  t h e  P o stc o lo n ia l: N ew  

D ire c t io n s  f o r  a  N e w  M ille n n iu m ,  e d . J. W ilso n , C. S a n d r u , S . L a w so n -W e ls h , R o u tle d g e , L o n d o n  

2 0 0 9 .

1 5  M . T lo s ta n o v a ,  H o w  C a n  t h e  D e c o lo n ia l P ro je c t  B e c o m e  t h e  G ro u n d  f o r  th e  D e c o lo n ia l H u m a n i

t ie s ?  A  F e w  R e f le c t io n s  fro m  t h e  'V a n is h e d 'S e c o n d  W orld, u n p u b lis h e d  c o n fe r e n c e  m a te r ia l .
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and structural strategies o f resistance in  literature, i.e. a phenom enon that 
could be described as “over-cod ing” literature in order to obviate restric
tions o f  censorsh ip16, i.e. the unique for these form s o f resistan ce, m ulti
level character o f the artistic m essage, including its inevitable, not always 
fully intended, politicization. I do not think that the reasons of this om ission 
were leftist or rather M arxist sym pathies o f post-colonial critics. However, 
this accusation seem s to be quite true (Thompson, Skorczewski, Cavanagh) 
-  especially  i f  w e recall unw illingness o f le ftist elites on the W est to su p 
port the opposition in  com m unist countries and their noticeable tendency 
to define, for exam ple, S o lid arity  only in  the n ational context or even as 
a nation alist m ovem ent -  but it is not very  accurate in  v ie w  o f  the d isc i
pline that w as so new  in the 1980s. A s I underlined at the beginning, p o st
colonialism  w as at that tim e developing its critical strategy o f taking over 
post-structuralist theories to deconstruct -  I am  using this w ord together 
w ith  its tradem ark -  Eurocentrism  as a discourse w hich universalizes the 
W estern subject and discourse. In the new, back then, critical undertaking, 
the case o f Soviet im perialism  is not taken into account. On the other hand, 
what is debated on is territorialization w ithin the British Empire itself or the 
status o f French colonies and countries in  Latin Am erica. Territoriality thus 
is not the m ost significant problem  o f p ost-co lon ialism  at that tim e, which 
only seem ingly appears as a paradox. D efining the subject o f post-colonial 
research is then a m uch dispersed process. General definitions are so g en 
eral th at they should really be interpreted as being open to any exam ples 
o f im perial dependencies, discourses and colonial experiences. One could 
even say th at by fighting w ith  un iversalizing m echanism s o f  the W estern 
thought, post-colonialism  universalizes the post-colonial experience w ith 
out fu lly defining the areas o f its critical interests.

Shortly speaking, post-colonialism  emerged as a theory knowingly deriva
tive and syncretic, involved in the dialogue w ith  the Eurocentric philosophy 
on w hich it built its structure and as such, only slightly translates into the 
sensitivity practice, local specificity, cultural differences or borders o f id en
tities, especially the collective ones. In som e sense, therefore, the paradox of 
post-colonialism  lies in its even m ore strengthened Eurocentrism . In their 
prim e tim e, post-colonial studies were so m uch occupied w ith  narcissistic 
culturalism  that such phenom enon o f a w ider geo-political significance as 
the Soviet Union's engagem ent in  post-colonial m ovem ents after the World 
War II has never found their place in  various post-colonial interpretations of 
the anti-colonial processes. Except for the appeal formulated by Edward Said

16  S e e  C . S a n d r u , "M e m o ria liz in g  T o ta lita r ia n  T erro r: T h e  'O v e r c o d e d  F ic t io n s ' o f  E a s t -C e n tr a l  E u 

ro p e ,” E c h in o x  J o u rn a l  2 0 0 8  n o  15 ,  16 1 - 17 6 ,
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in  h is Culture and Imperialism!17 to include the p o st-so cia list countries to the 
post-colonial field o f interest, there are no visible traces o f post-colonialism  
noticing anti-im perial im plications o f velvet (as m ost o f them  were) revolu
tions in  Eastern Europe. Said's voice w as, however, the com paratist's voice 
representing a broader hum anist perspective, not at all did the voice belong 
to a post-colonial critic. In essence, it is a pity that post-colonial studies, in 
their global range, turned out to be surprisingly provincial, w hen they failed 
to refer to the anti-im perial foundations of the transform ations taking place 
in  C entral-an d -E astern  Europe. In Poland, and m ore broadly, in  the p ost
communist countries, the dominant transform ational paradigm  was not only, 
as it seem s, hardly helpful to the humanities, but it also imposed, with its neo
liberal tone, a rigid interpretation o f the ongoing changes. According to this 
model, the Eastern Bloc countries w ere m eant to make up for their delay in 
com parison to W estern Europe, i.e. get m odernized and the m odernization 
process w as represented as a challenge to suddenly subjectivized, so defacto 
enterprising and strong individuals. In a sense, the fact that post-colonial 
studies did not take notice o f the anti-colonial aspect o f the Eastern-Euro- 
pean transform ations resulted in dom ination o f the Eurocentric model o f the 
W estern norm ative m odernity over the reflection concerning the region.

The tran sfer o f the p o st-co lo n ia l reflection  needed  to articu late the 
specificity o f the countries, cultures and societies o f Eastern Europe, hence 
to conduct research o f post-dependence discourses, is usefu l as m uch as it 
helps define the position o f the analyzed problem  in  the discourse o f m o
dernity. Therefore, a hypothetical, theoretically interesting and historically 
doubtful post-colonialism  o f Eastern Europe should be treated as a research 
hypostasis w hich m ight help regain and recreate this com parative space. In 
such space w e w ould talk about not even an actual p ost-colon ial status of 
the region in  a certain h istorical sense, but about the colonial difference™. 
This form ula, no m atter w hether we speak about India, A lgeria, Ireland, the 
Balkans or Ukraine, enforces being in  the border space o f m odernity which 
becam e a category defining Europe. We w ill be, in  such case, situated som e
where inside, but also outside the continent whose conceptual borders m ost 
clearly are not the sam e as the geographical ones. Eastern Europe -  which, 
in  m y opinion, is not entirely an ex-colon ial territory -  is p ost-colon ial in 
a sense th at it is connected w ith  the critique o f European m odern ity d is
cussed in  p ost-colon ial studies, i f  w e understand them  as critical thinking

1 7  E. S a id , K u ltu ra  i  im p e r ia liz m  ( 19 93), P o lish  tr a n s .  b y  M . W y r w a s-W iś n ie w s k a , W y d a w n ic tw o  UJ, 

K ra k ó w  2 0 0 9 .

18  W. M ig n o lo , L o c a l H is t o r ie s /G lo b a l D e s ig n s : C o lo n ia lity , S u b a lte rn  K n o w le d g e s , a n d  B o rd e r  

T h in k in g ,  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r is ty  P r e s s ,  P r in c e to n  2 0 0 0 .
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aim ing at show ing the other side o f the im perial im pulse o f m odernity and 
the fact that this other side -  the condition and sensitiv ity  o f the colonized 
populations -  w as an integral part o f the w orld m arch -past o f m odernity. 
W hat should be interesting to us in this context, is not so m uch searching 
for evidence o f the p o st-co lo n ia l status o f  Eastern  Europe as it is d efin 
ing, describing and placing on a cognitive map differences em erging w ithin 
com m on paradigm s o f subordination, om ission, exotization and negation 
o f m odern civilization19: i.e., general processes o f m aking Eastern Europe 
inferior in  the h istorical and cultural dim ension.

It is certainly possible to observe an obvious post-colonial sensitivity in 
a w ay Eastern Europe articulates its historicity and its present tim e in refer
ence to Europe as such, in  how  it conceptualizes the position o f the region in 
the European project, proves its inseparable European character and handles 
its often sensed separateness or alienation from  proper Europe -  w ith a feel
ing o f  d istinctiveness understood as a difference in the cultural substance 
but also a feeling o f separation  stem m ing from  the lack o f  the European 
substance20. The post-colonial reflection over C entral-and-Eastern Europe 
should have tw o directions, as suggested b y  Steven T otosy de Zepetnek21. 
Firstly, by settling accounts w ith  the form er em pires in  the context o f  the 
historical and historical-and-literary discourse, the post-colonial one would 
be fundam ental to the process o f re-vindication. Secondly, the relation b e 
tw een Eastern and W estern Europe is also sym ptom atically post-colonial, 
based on an ambivalent desire o f being European accompanied by resistance 
towards proper Europe, being in fact an im perial power, condemning the rest 
o f Europe to having the status o f its w orse version -  the politically, culturally, 
civilizationally, or even nationally indeterm inate borderland. “Post” in  post
com m unism  and p ost-co lon ialism  qualifies these discursive territories as 
a period o f a tem porary transform ation, an unsustainable zone o f m oving 
from  the condition o f dependence to the condition, i f  not o f full independ
ence as this category is heavily beset by argum ents and doubts, certainly of 
the reflection over the consequences o f dependence for the contem porary 
world. Such self-reflective “post” is also a good basis for comparisons between 
post-colonialism  and post-com m unism , especially in  the research devoted 
to the globalization processes.

19  J. F a b ia n , T im e  a n d  t h e  O th er: H o w  A n t h ro p o lo g y  M a k e s  it s  O b je c t,  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 

N e w  Y o rk  19 8 3 .

20  S . Z iz e k , E a s te rn  E u ro p e 's  R e p u b lic  o f  G ile a d , „ N e w  L e ft  R e v ie w ” 19 9 0  n o  18 3 ,  5 0 -6 2 .

21 S . T o t o s y  d e  Z e p e t n e k ,  C o m p a ra t iv e  C u lt u ra l S t u d ie s  a n d  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C e n t ra l E u ro p e a n  C u ltu re ,  

[in:] C o m p a ra t iv e  C e n t ra l E u ro p e a n  C u ltu re ,  8.
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Experim ents in the field o f post-colonialism  in C entral-and-Eastern Eu
rope compose quite an abundant source o f m ethodologically much differenti
ated research. They constitute a specific spectrum. I suggest that on one of its 
ends, there is research classifying those countries o f the region that are unde
niably post-colonial (as countries subordinated to the im perial am bitions of 
their neighbours since the beginning o f the m odern European statehood and 
as a territory of the Soviet influences after the World War II). On the other end, 
one could place a separate field o f studies dedicated to cases proving p o st
colonialism  to be more of a repository o f theoretical tools than a conceptual 
apparatus to articulate a certain type o f the p ost-colon ial identity specific 
to the region. O n the one hand, therefore, there are synthetic approaches, on 
the other hand, there are dispersed cases o f mimicry, hybridity, subalternity. 
In between of the two I would locate research on discourses which egotize and 
orientalize the region, for exam ple the ones present in  the Germ an-speaking 
territories, which -  in reference to the Eastern-European countries and gen
erally the Slavic provenience defined the cultural difference betw een those 
regions in the category o f a civilization gap22. Space w as perceived as a virgin 
territory subjected to civilizational cultivation, w hile the political forces are 
legitim ized by negation o f m odernity for the sake o f subordinated popula
tions -  m odernity understood as political maturity.

Here are a few  paradigm atic exam ples o f the p ost-colon ial transfer in 
Poland:
1) Ew a Thom pson -  the author o f Troubadours o f the Empire, made a strong 

entry into the m atters o f Eastern-European p ost-co lon ialism  by defin
ing Russian literature as im perial in  toto w ith  the help o f Said's concept 
o f o rien talism  as a pow er d iscourse producing subjects o f its k n o w l
edge in  order to subordinate them . In th is study -  w id e ly  quoted and 
estim ated  in  Poland -  there is one issue th at p articu larly  attracts m y 
attention. Namely, the study im plies the hierarchy o f im perialism  where 
the W estern m odel seem s to be m ore binding (being original and based 
on a type o f externality, i.e. racism ), w hile Russian and Soviet im p eria l
ism  is  derivative. Such im p eria lism  is unable to prove to the p op u la
tions it subordinates its own civilizational superiority. In a certain, very 
fundam ental aspect, the author applies post-colonial categories in  total 
opposition to the m odel elaborated in the post-colonial studies. Accord
ing to her, p o st-co lo n ia lism  serves -  bein g  an in stitutionalized  an ti
im p eria l d iscourse -  as a tool for re-v in d ication  o f the n ation  w hich, 
historically and literally, is still oppressed and colonized, while currently, 
it is relegated into the silence about itse lf and the region. By definition,

22 Ibid.
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p ost-co lo n ia lism  is skeptical tow ards the nation understood as com 
m on fate, w hereas the large m ajority  o f  the p o st-co lon ia l approaches 
to the nation in  the context o f colonization is rather a tool in  the hands of 
critics o f national constructs. W hereas in  this case w e encounter visible 
resentm ent and a desire to strengthen the national identity in  opposi
tion to the totalitarian hegem onies.

2) Clare Cavanagh -  a poet and translator o f Polish literature to English, in 
her article Post-colonial Poland: A  Blank Spot on the Map o f Modern Theory23 

she defines Polish literature as post-colonial per se in the sam e w ay she 
defines Irish literature. Following criticism  o f Seam us Dean and Edward 
Said24, Cavanagh points out that Polish literature is characterized by post
colonial sensitivity and its lack in the post-colonial reflection is attributed 
by the author to M arxist sym pathies o f post-colonial critics.

3) Bogusław Bakuła, Janusz Korek, M ichał Buchowski25 -  the Soviet dom ina
tion is analyzed from  the post-colonial point o f v iew  enabling descrip
tion of the consequences of dependencies for national discourses, espe
cially contradictions em erging in transform ation processes (nostalgias 
o f post-com m unism ).

4) M aria Janion -  in  her book Niesamowita Słowiańszczyzna26 and her article 
Poland between East and West21, the author show s in tensely  orientalizing 
practices present in the Polish identity discourse which, in term s of civili
zation, describes Russia as strange to Europe and through this mechanism 
reduces it in the Polish national im agery to the strange/defam iliarized 
m onstrosity. The cost o f this opposition strategy towards the empire is, 
the author argues, the loss o f Slavic substance in the Polish identity which, 
pushed to oblivion, returns as the incredible Slavic. This repudiated ethnic 
essence locates the Polish identity in the fissure betw een the open Latin

2 3  C. C a v a n a g h , "P o s t-C o lo n ia l P o la n d : A  B la n k  S p o t  o n  t h e  M ap  o f  M o d e r n  T h e o r y ,” „T e k sty  D ru

g ie ” 2 0 0 3  n o  2 -3 .

2 4  E. S a id ,  Y e a ts  a n d  C o lo n iz a t io n ,  S . D e a n d e , " In tr o d u c t io n ,” [in:] T. E a g le to n , F. Ja m e s o n ,  E. S a id , 

N a tio n a lis m , C o lo n ia lis m , a n d  L ite ra tu re ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M in n e s o ta  P r e s s ,  M in n e a p o lis  19 9 0

2 5  M . B u c h o w sk i,  T h e  S p e c t e r  o f  O rie n ta lis m  in  E u ro p e : F ro m  E x o tic  O th e r to  S t ig m a tiz e d  B roth er, 

„ A n th r o p o lo g ic a l Q u a r te r ly ” 2 0 0 6  t. 79  n o  3 ; B. B a k u ła , K o lo n ia ln e  i  p o s tk o lo n ia ln e  a s p e k ty  

p o ls k ie g o  d y s k u rs u  k re s o z n a w c z e g o  (s z k ic  p ro b le m a ty k i) ,  „T e k sty  D ru g ie ” 2 0 0 6  n o  6; J. K orek , 

C e n t ra l a n d  E a s te rn  E u ro p e  fro m  a  P o s t c o lo n ia l P e rs p e c t iv e , „ P o s tc o lo n ia l E u ro p e ”, w w w .p o s t -  

c o lo n ia l-e u r o p e .e u

26  M . Ja n io n , N ie s a m o w it a  S ło w ia ń s z c z y z n a . F a n t a z m a t y  lite ra tu ry , W y d a w n ic tw o  L ite ra c k ie , 

K ra k ó w  2 0 0 6 .

2 7  M . Ja n io n , P o lsk a  m ię d z y  W s c h o d e m  i  Z a c h o d e m , „T e k sty  D ru g ie ” 2 0 0 6  n o  3.
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(Catholic, W estern) type o f  the national discourse and the destructive,
concealed, unconscious type o f the Slavic character identified w ith  loss
and horrible repetition.
The pronounced classification o f the Polish culture as the post-colonial 

one -  and th is takes place in  the thought represented b y  Thom pson, Ca- 
vangh or Dariusz Skorczewski -  together w ith the accusing tone used both 
towards the Russian culture which is directly identified w ith im perialism  and 
towards the W estern w orld considered as a discursive hegem ony elim inating 
Poland from  participation in the reflection over the European history28 and 
not accepting our input in its culture, is in  fact a dem and to grant us the fully 
legitim ate European status. These studies are o f an undeniable value to the 
analysis o f the im perial m yth constitutive to Russian literature but also to the 
analysis o f the representation strategies serving creation o f the colonial im 
age of the Other em bodying stereotypical inferiority. However, these critics 
seem  to overestim ate the possib ilities carried b y  the p ost-colon ial theory. 
According to these approaches, post-colonialism  appears to transform  into 
the panteoria for any power relations based on exploitation and negation of 
sovereignty. In this view, one could enquire about the difference betw een this 
understanding o f post-colonialism  and Derrida’s theory from Monolingualism of 
the Other saying that every culture is colonial, in the etymological and any oth
er sense29. Post-colonialism  functions almost as a discourse m agically repair
ing dam ages o f h istory by m eans o f describing a given territory as colonial. 
The question left to answer is: w hat do w e gain by situating post-colonialism  
ontologically, apart from that fact that it is yet another historiographic project 
in which old debates are overwritten by new  term inology? In too m any cases, 
the post-colonial perspective applied this w ay only helps intensify national 
historicism  o f a vividly conservative ideological program. W hat also has place 
is m ethodological frivolity -  for instance, the hybrid or m im icry categories, 
key to the post-colonial theory, are treated here as fully conscious, subjective 
opposition activities, and not as a discursive-linguistic m echanism , the w ay 
Bhabha sees them  through Lacan30.

We often treat post-colonialism  as new hum anism  -  a critical interference 
in European hum anism  perform ed by those who w ere om itted or excluded 
by this allegedly universal and egalitarian intellectual tradition. M eanwhile,

28  D. S k ó r c z e w s k i,  P o ls k a  s k o lo n iz o w a n a , P o lsk a  z o rie n ta liz o w a n a . T e o ria  p o s tk o lo n ia ln a  w o b e c  

„ in n e j E u ro p y ", „ P o r ó w n a n ia ” 2 0 0 9  n o  6.

29  J. D err id a , M o n o lin g u a lis m  o f  t h e  O ther, Or, t h e  P ro s t h e s is  o f  O rig in , t r a n s .  b y  P. M e n sa h , S t a n 

fo rd  U n iv e rs it y  P r e s s ,  S ta n fo r d  19 9 8 , 39 .

3 0  H. B h a b h a , M ie js c a  k u lt u ry  (19 94 ), t r a n s .  b y  T. D o b ro g o s z c z , W y d a w n ic tw o  UJ, C r a c o w  2 0 10 .
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p ost-colon ialism  developed on the grounds o f p ost-hum anist or an ti-h u
m anist theories: post-structuralism , deconstruction, foucaultism . In this 
sense, Said  rem ained in  opposition to the p ost-co lon ial th eory w hich he 
expressed in  his works w ritten after Orientalism. Said's inspiration w ith Fou
cault had a clearly critical dim ension -  he didn't agree w ith the philosopher 
on the question o f the discourse's de-subjectivisation. In Said's eyes, a d is
course always had had its author and had always been subjective -  here lies 
the m ain discrepancy betw een his hum anism  and the post-colonial theory 
o f the 1980s. A t the sam e tim e, Said  underlined that orientalism , and more 
broadly im perialism , w as not a feature which w as particularly defining for the 
West. He did not assign the W estern w orld w ith any subjective intentionality 
in  the im perial undertaking. Said's n ew  hum anism  d istinctly m oved away 
from  the culturalism  of post-colonial studies where everything could be re
duced to discursive m echanism s and identity metaphors. For Said, culture is 
production -  hum an m anufacture o f the m aterial background. Com bining 
philological traditions w ith the m aterialistic approach to discursive produc
tion, Said comes closer to M arxism  w ith regards to one significant issue -  he 
does not give up the historical perspective and does not allow for fetishization 
of the West as intentional awareness, instead putting em phasis on m oderni
ty-structuring forces such as capitalism 31.

If p ost-co lon ialism  is supposed to becom e a n ew  id en tity category for 
Eastern Europe, it w ill bring m ore problem s than profits. I agree w ith  crit
ics who believe that Poland did not produce post-colonial m entality because 
since the Renaissance, it has had a strong tradition o f subjective attitudes32. 
Talking about the post-colonial status in the historical sense is not the same 
as being defined through a n ew  id en tity category -  too m ethodologically 
blurred to prove it on the b asis o f the literary or cultural m aterial and too 
total to be a breakthrough. A s noted by m any critics, the post-colonial p er
spective should be subordinated to the superior com parative goal in  order 
to enable efficient introduction o f  the m atters concerning the countries, 
culture and literature o f Eastern Europe to the critical studies o f globaliza
tion processes including actively present m odern comparative studies which 
develop concepts of new  cosm opolitanism s, alternative modernities, periph
eral modernity, provincialization of Europe, definition o f the world/common 
literature, etc. The objectives o f the research set by the center o f research on 
post-dependence discourses -  i.e. working out a theoretical language needed

3 1  N. L a z a ru s , T h e F e tis h  o f 't h e  W e st' in  P o s t c o lo n ia l T h e ory, [in:] M a rx is m , M o d e rn ity , a n d  P o s t c o lo 

n ia l S tu d ie s, e d . N . L a z a ru s , C. B a r to lo v ic h , C a m b r id g e  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  C a m b r id g e  2 0 0 2 .

3 2  K. K a rd y n i-P e lik a n o v a , N a  m a rg in e s ie  p o s tk o lo n ia ln y c h  o d c z y ta ń  w  r e la c ja c h  p o ls k ie j i  c z e s k ie j  

lite ra tu ry , „P o r ó w n a n ia "  2 0 0 9  n o  6, 1 10 .
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to describe the condition o f the m odern Polish society  and, m ore broadly, 
seizing in this perspective the difference betw een C entral-and-Eastern and 
W estern Europe -  constitute a proposition to build com parative structures 
which w ould enable -  in  the com parative field -  a horizontal linkage o f the 
dispersed reflection over post-colonialism  and post-dependence, the exam 
ple o f which could be the below  list o f topics w ithin the m ain assum ptions of 
post-dependence research:
1) the palim psest system  o f identity discourses, especially in  relation with 

minorities, m inority nationalism s, so for instance models o f multi-culture 
in the historical perspective and the place o f m inorities in the national 
project;

2) the spectral component o f the national identity -  ghosts of the lost ethnic, 
national and cultural heterogeneity;

3) the native colonies of collective identity (i.e. mobilization of national sen
tim ents as a sym ptom  of so called new  tribalism );

4) the discourse of the Eastern-European peripherality and provincialism  as 
w ell as trans-national, trans-ethnic forms o f cosm opolitanism  activated 
in  those provincial spaces;

5) the discourses of the borderland including m echanism s o f class relations 
in the borderland em phasized by the borders o f being Polish33;

6) the space o f cultural gender in the national ethos;
7) the attem pts to retain voices of subordinated groups om itted in the elite 

national project i.e. peasants and w om en outside the class-defined ethos 
o f the M other-Pole;

8) the national allegory in  opposition literature;
9) the types o f opposition in  literature before 1989;

10) the new  locality in  literature and cultural consciousness (and its border-, 
beyond- and transnational character).
To m ake the post-co lon ia l transfer productive, a translative m odel o f 

theoretical thought over the region needs to be elaborated. In th is m odel 
the m ost im portant elem ent is b eing faithful to the original, fo llow ing the 
critical tradition o f G ayatri Spival<34: i.e., in  the critical reflection, avoiding 
situations in which the local difference becom es subjected to the universally 
applicable paradigm . In the critical discourse w ith C entral-and-Eastern Eu
rope and about it, the p ost-colon ial theory not so m uch should be utilized 
as it should be problem atized b y  m eans o f introducing to it a sim ilar but 
alw ays incom m ensurate difference betw een the form s o f dependence and

3 3  S e e  A . F iu t, P o lo n iz a t io n ?  C o lo n iz a tio n ? , „T e k sty  D ru g ie ” 2 0 0 3  n o  6, 15 5 .

3 4  G .C h . S p iv a k , P o lity k a  p rz e k ła d u .
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post-dependence shaping the region. Post-colonialism , therefore, in  any way 
cannot be a m atrix for theoretically unnamed areas. The post-colonial transfer 
should develop into a m ethodology o f translation and com parison -  post
colonial paradigm s turn out to be particularly useful in  the area o f tran sla
tion where it is possible to see how  differently cultures construct their space 
and subjectivity, how  in the areas o f untranslatability reveals a m echanism  of 
cultural dom inations, categorial aporia, incom m ensurateness o f locality and 
border m utations/transform ations of m eanings. In such a translation model, 
post-colonialism  as a being, essence would be the first category lost in  trans
lation. This is why post-dependence seem s to me a much more productive and 
independent research category, to which post-colonialism  could often be an 
interesting opportunity for a dialogue. The post-dependence category gives 
us a certain level o f theoretical autonom y which allows for entering into the 
com parative, intersubjective area o f translation as open, m ulti-directional 
space for a dialogue w ith post-colonial studies, and not as fragm entary stud
ies on the m argin of the theory created somewhere, in  the metropolis. Shifting 
the weight o f considerations over the status of C entral-and-Eastern Europe 
from  the post-colonial category to the post-dependence one w ill make it p os
sible to avoid the m odel o f applied theory in which post-colonialism  would 
have a function o f another norm ative W estern discourse taking possession 
o f new  territories. This is neither a fantasy about a fully autonom ous, local 
theory o f the region nor an entirely borrow ed theoretical m odel but a criti
cal intervention in the location o f C entral-an d -Eastern  Europe w ith in  the 
European m odernity.

Translation: Marta Skotnicka
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