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The occurrence o f a rare snail H elicigona  la p ic id a  (L in n a e u s ,  1758)
(G a stro p o d a , H elic idae ) in  the Św iętokrzyskie M ountains

[With 2 figures]

Abstract: The population  of the vulnerable species of snail Helicigona lapicida ( L in n a e u s ,  1758) 
(V) w as.found  in Bobrza, in the north-w estern  pa rt of the Holy C ross Mts. The species inhabits 
ru in s  ol a  high c lass m onum ent of m etallurgy industry  by the Bobrza river. This locality is s i tu ­
a ted  a t the  easte rn  pa rt of the species range.
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Helicigona lapicida (L in n a e u s ,  1758) (Fig. 1) is a  rare  species in Poland. The 
species w as considered as being under the th rea t of extinction and  in some 
regions of Poland even as extinct ( R i e d e l  1988). In Red list of th rea tened  an i­
m als in Poland ( W i k to r ,  R i e d e l  1992) th is species w as included into the ca te ­
gory “V” (vulnerable species). It em braces an im als gradually  extincting th a t in 
the  n ea re s t fu tu re  can  reach category of endangered species.

Helicigona lapicida (L.) is a species of W est and central Europe. Its occur­
rence ranges from Portuguese to central England and Sou thern  Scandinavia. 
In the E ast it reaches Poland, Moravia and  the sou the rn  p a rt the Baltic Sea 
an d  Latvia ( K e r n e y ,  C a m e r o n ,  J u n g b l u t h  1983).

This snail lives am ong rocks, in ru in s  and  old walls, as  well as  on stem s of 
hum id  deciduous forests. In m oun ta ins the snail reaches 1600 m a.s.l. In 
Poland, the range of th is species covers m ainly north -w estern  and  so u th ­
w estern  regions ( D r o z d o w s k i  1964) and the Kraków-Częstochowa Upland.
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T\vo m ost sou the rn  localities of the snail are found in Bolęcin and Brodla in 
the a rea  of the Chrzanów  Region ( M a z a r a k i  1979, S. W. A l e x a n d r o w i c z  1996).

Fig. 1. Helicigona lapicida  (L.) specim en from the locality in Bobrza. Fot. K. M arkowska.

In the area  of the Holy Cross Mts. the species w as found by ŚLÓSARSKI 
(1876) in Łysa Góra, by POLIŃSKI (1924) in Chęciny and by P i e c h o c k i  (1981) in 
Góra Zelejowa (Zelejowa Mt.). D uring long research  of m alacofauna in the 
Holy C ross Mts. carried out by PIECHOCKI (1981) there were found only em pty 
shells of the species am ong rocks of the Zelejowa Mt. w hat gave a ground for 
recognising it as  an  extincting species in the investigated area.

The new locality of th is species w as found in Bobrza (Fig. 2) in the n o r th ­
w estern  p a rt of the Holy Cross Mts. The locality is im portan t for two reasons: 
firstly, it is the m ost eastern  locality in the area  of Poland: secondly, the sp e ­
cies occurs here in great num bers. Helicigona lapicida (L.) lives in sh ru b s  a t 
the Bobrza river and on a resistance  wall n ear the river, as well as  on the slo­
pe above the river in ru in s  of the coal-square, which is a part of m onum ent of 
the old-Polish m etallurgy complex. The locality is in the DB-64 square  of in ­
ternational co-ordinates. The sam e locality is num erously  inhabited  Arianta  
arbustonim  ( L in n a e u s ,  1758) rare  species in the Świętokrzyskie M ountains 
described by the au th o r from the area  of Kielce ( B a r g a - W i ę c l a w s k a  1990).

Conditions su itab le  for snails  are provided by adequate hum idity  and ac ­
cessible calcium  w ashed out from old walls. All specim ens of Helicigona
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lapicida  (L.) from Bobrza were m easured: width of the  shells varied between 
14,7 and 16,5 mm and height betw een 6,2 and 6,8 mm.
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Fig. 2. The locality of Helicigona lapicida (L.) occurrence in Bobrza. 1 -  occurrence around  
a resistance  wall and in coal-square ru ins.

The research  on m alacofauna showed th a t old constructions are refuges for 
land  snails  assem blages (S. W. A l e x a n d r o w ic z  1995, M a l t z  1996, B a r g a - 
W ię c ł a w s k a  1997) w hat qualify them  not only as  places of heritage b u t also 
a s  n a tu re  preserving objects.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytuł: Nowe stanow isko występowania rzadkiego ślim aka Helicigorta lapicida 
( L in n a e u s ,  1758) (Gastropoda, Helicidae) w Górach Świętokrzyskich]

Nowe stanow isko występowania ga tu n k u  Helicigorta lapicida (L in n a e u s , 
1758) je s t  najdalej n a  wschód wysuniętym  stanow iskiem  tego ślim aka w Pol­
sce.

Stanow isko to znajduje się w miejscowości Bobrza w północno-zachodniej 
części Gór Świętokrzyskich. G atunek  ten licznie występuje w szczelinach za­
bytkowego m u ru  oporowego opodal rzeki, w ru inach  dawnej w ęglam i na 
skarpie, a  także w zaroślach nad rozlewiskiem rzeki Bobrzy.
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