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INTRODUCTION

V ertebrates

S tud ies on the d istribu tion  and ecology of vertebrates inhabiting  the area 
now belonging to Biebrza National Park were initiated in the 1960’s. However, 
not all taxa  received equal a tten tion . Birds are the  group th a t h as  been ex
plored the  m ost thoroughly to date. The first regular s tud ies of avifauna in the 
Biebrza River B asin were undertaken  in 1966 (D y r c z  et al. 1972). No publica
tions concerned w ith th is region, even sh o rt contribu tions and  notes, had 
been pub lished  before 1960, although sim ilar accounts abou t e.g. Silesia date 
back  to the  17lh century. The stud ies were repeated on a larger scale in the 
years 1976-1980 (D y r c z  et al. 1984). As a resu lt the Biebrza River Basin
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(except for the  forests) h as  become one of the m ost extensively explored areas 
in Poland w ith respect to ornithological stud ies.

The m ost recen t paper concerned w ith the whole of the  av ifauna of the 
Biebrza River basin  com prises the years 1976-1980 (D y r c z  et al. 1984). How
ever, w ith intensive succession of sh ru b s  into the  previously open peatlands, 
the d a ta  collected in th a t period have largely becom e ou tdated . In the  1990’s 
quite detailed d a ta  (even in com parison with the  b est s tud ied  a re a s  elsewhere 
in Poland) have been collected regarding the n u m b ers  and  d istribu tion  of 5 
rare  and  endangered  species: the Black Stork  Ciconia nigra (L.), the  Eagle Owl 
Bubo bubo  (L.), the Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga  P a l l ., the Lesser Spotted E a
gle Aquila pom arina  B r e h m  and the Aquatic W arbler Acrocephalus paludicola  
(VlElLL.) (PUGACEW1CZ 1994a, 1994b, 1995a, 1995b, KROGULEC et al. 1997). In 
the yea rs  1995 and  1997 a detailed study  w as carried  o u t concern ing  the 
ab u n d an ce  and  d istribu tion  of the aquatic  w arbler in the en tire  a rea  of the 
National Park  (K r o g u l e c  et al. 1997). The w arbler is a globally endangered 
species and  the Biebrza Valley com m unity ran k s  am ong the  m ost ab u n d a n t 
ones. There is no need a t p resen t to carry out additional field s tu d ie s  on the 
above-m entioned species.

A nu m b er of stud ies of selected groups of m am m als, particu larly  u n g u 
lates, roden ts  and  insectivores have also been carried  ou t (G ę b c z y ń s k a  &  
R a c z y ń s k i  1983, R a c z y ń s k i et al. 1983, 1984). Generally it can  be sta ted  th a t 
the Biebrza River Basin is one of the best explored a reas  in Poland, both  
faunistically  and  ecologically, as  regards sm all m am m als. A n u m b er of species 
have been the sub jec t of detailed com m unity-oriented s tu d ies  e.g. the Elk 
Alces alces (L.) (G ę b c z y ń s k a  &  R a c z y ń s k i  1989, 1990, 1993).

C om m unities of m edium -size (Fox, Racoon, Badger) and  large (Wolf) m am 
m als inhab iting  the Biebrza River B asin have not been adequately  stud ied  to 
date. T r o k o w ic z  (1980) w as the first to track  wolves in the valley in the 
1970’s. His work w as followed by papers on w inter penetration  of the a rea  by 
m am m als, including  carnivores (F e d y k  et al. 1984). It w as only in the 1990’s 
th a t da ta  on the  com position of the food of foxes and  racoons a s  well as badg
ers and  wolves s ta rted  to be collected. Some of th is  m aterial h a s  been a n a 
lysed in M.Sc. papers and  published (Ko b y l iń s k a  1996).

O ur knowledge of m ustelids, beavers and m u sk ra ts  in Biebrza National 
Park is largely accidental, reflecting a sim ilarly fragm entary  knowledge abou t 
th is anim al group on a national scale. To date, the largest am o u n t of infor
m ation regard ing  the d istribu tion  in Poland, and  particu larly  in areas ad ja 
cent to Biebrza National Park h as  been collected abou t the  o tter and  the b e a 
ver. However, the  da ta  on the occurrence and condition of the populations of 
these species w ithin the National Park are still too general. In the 1990’s 
stud ies on the b a t com m unity of the Biebrza River B asin have also been in i
tiated. Initial reports, concerned with the species com position and  sites of 
im portance for the  b a t com m unity, have already appeared  in p rin t (Ko w a l s k i  
&  L e s iń s k i  1994, L e s i ŃSKI 1994).

S tud ies of the  fish of the Biebrza River Basin (and ad jacen t areas) con
ducted  so far have generally been faunistics-orien ted  (K o z ik o w s k a  1983,
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W it k o w s k i  1983a, 1984a, 1984b). They include catalogues of fish species and 
fish com m unities in these w aters. A num ber of papers have also been con
cerned  w ith pa rasite s  of the fish and the assessm en t of the effect of fishing 
and  angling. S tud ies on am phib ians were fist u n dertaken  only recently and 
rep tilians have not been d iscussed  in separa te  publications to date.

Invertebrates

Invertebrates inhab iting  Biebrza National Park and its environs have been 
very poorly studied, and for m any groups th is  area  is still a  “b lan k ” on the 
m ap of Poland.

The earliest faunistic  records concerned with the Biebrza River B asin date 
back  from the 1960’s. They include sho rt contribu tions abou t the aphids 
(Aphidoidea) of the Suw ałki region (SZELĘGIEWICZ 1961), a com parative study 
of Diptera of artificial and n a tu ra l m eadows (F r y d l e w ic z - C i e s ie l s k a  1961) and 
sp iders  (Ka j a k  1960, 1962), faunistic  da ta  on the occurrence of in testinal 
p a ra s ite s  (the Acanthocephala  group) of sheatfish  (E j s m o n t  1964). The dy
nam ics of m eadow com m unities of Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha  and their 
occurrence in individual p lan t layers in the Kuwasy mire system  have been 
s tud ied  by A n d r z e j e w s k a  (1965). One of the earliest faunistic contribu tions 
analysing  the occurrence of Coleoptera, Curculionidae in the a rea  of Biebrza 
N ational Park w as published in 1968 and  concerned the “Czerwone Bagno” 
Reserve (G o t w a l d  1968).

A considerable body of inform ation on the response of invertebrate  fauna 
inhab iting  the peat soils of Biebrza National Park to different types of m an 
agem ent can  be found in publications m ainly w ritten by resea rch ers  from the 
In stitu te  of Ecology PAS in Dziekanów Leśny (Ka j a k  et al. 1986, A n d r z e 
j e w s k a  &  W a s il e w s k a  1990, C ie s ie l s k a  et al. 1990, P ę t a ł  1993, W a s s e n  &  
O k r u s z k o  1994). The stud ies were performed in the years 1976-1993 and 
were m ostly concerned with changes in abundance  and b iom ass of the an i
m als  related to variations in the in tensity  of processes of m ineralization. Nev
ertheless, those studies also supply num erous data  of faunistic, and particularly 
synecological character, th a t are required to perform qualitative-quantitative 
a sse ssm e n ts  of selected anim al com m unities.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytuł: Przegląd badań  nad fauną  Biebrzańskiego Parku Narodowego -  biblio
grafia]

Dokonano przeglądu literatu ry  dotyczącej fauny Biebrzańskiego Parku Na- 
rodwego. Piśmiennictwo zestawiono w dwóch podrozdziałach dotyczących fau
ny kręgowców (ptaki, ssaki, płazy, gady, ryby) i bezkręgowców. Omówiono 
s ta n  rozpoznania faunistycznego kręgowców i bezkręgowców. Stwierdzono, że 
bezkęgowce Biebrzańskiego Parku Narodowego i jego otuliny są  stosunkow o 
słabo rozpoznane i dla wielu grup je s t to „biała p lam a” na  m apie Polski. 
Znacznie wiecej informacji zgromodzano n a  tem at kręgowców, a zwłaszcza 
ptaki doczekały szeregu istotnych opracowań.

R edaktor pracy -  d r J .  Wytwer
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