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Abstract: The pap er con ta ins a list of 17 species of d ip te rans of the  family Syrphidae  collected by 
Polish expeditions in so u th -ea s t C hina. The Syrphidae  m aterial included two rarely registered 
species: E um erus japon icus  M a t s , and M esem brias jlav iceps  (Ma t s .).
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INTRODUCTION

In term s of faunistic data, the fauna of China has  been very poorly studied in 
com parison with other Asian countries. This is due both to C hina’s im m ense 
area and the resu ltan t exceptionally high geobotanical diversity there, the pre­
sence of several climatic zones and limited possibilities for field studies. Chinese 
Syrphidae  have also been quite poorly studied in com parison with other Asian 
countries. A large m onograph is available about India (Br u n etti 1923), and the 
Syrphid  fauna of Ja p a n  has been described and discussed in multi-volume 
publications by Ma t s u m u r a  (1904) and S hiraki (1968). Mongolian Syrphidae  
have been described by S t a c k e l b e r g  and P e c k  (1979), and their Siberian cou­
sins, by VlOLOVlTSH (1983). Against th is background, the literature on Chinese 
Syrphidae  does not look a t all impressive, with a  few papers by S a c k  (1933, 
1938, 1941) discussing incomplete m aterial collected by past expeditions, works 
by H e r v e -B azin  (1929 a, b, 1930) with descriptions of new species registered in 
China and  publications by contem porary Chinese dipterologists, including C h u  
X ip in g , H e  J ilo n g  (1992, 1996), H e  J ilo n g  (1992, 1993), H ua n g  C h u n m e i , 
C h e n g  X in y u e  (1959) and Li Q in g x i, H e  J ilo n g  (1993, 1994).

The collections of syrphid  flies from C hina are  sm all, num bering  abou t 
90 individuals. However, they  have yielded 17 species, am ong w hich are  two
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rarities: Eum erus japon icus  and  M esem brius Jlaviceps. The s tu d y  m ateria l is 
the  outcom e of two expeditions of Polish entom ologists: R. Bielawski in 1965 
and  R. Bielawski, B. P isarsk i in 1966, bo th  of w hich explored the  s o u th ­
ea ste rn  p a rt of the  country . The s tudy  specim ens were collected in the envi­
rons of Beijing in the  Hopeh province, the  environs of N ankin in the  Kiangsu 
province, the  H upeh province, the  a rea  su rro u n d in g  the tow n of W uhan, 
and  the  K w antung province (near Kanton). Beijing is s itu a ted  in the  biome 
of m ultispecies deciduous forests in a tem pera te  clim ate zone, N ankin and 
W uhan  lie in a  zone of sub trop ica l and  tropical m oun ta in  forests and  the 
town of K anton is the so u th e rn m o st locality, s itu a ted  in a tropical forest 
zone. The geographical s itu a tio n  is reflected in the  s tu d y  m ateria l, which 
includes w ide-range species, reg istered  th ro u g h o u t the  P a laearc tis  or even 
in the  H olarctis, su ch  as E upeodes corollae or E. nitens, a s  well a s  species 
in hab iting  only so u th -e a s t Asia and  Ja p a n , su ch  as  M esem brius Jlaviceps 
and  E um erus japon icus. A th ird  group of species, rep resen tin g  the  Indo- 
M alayan elem ent, w as collected in the  environs of K anton and  N ankin. This 
g roup  in c lu d es  su c h  species a s  B e ta syrp h u s  serarius, Syritta  orientalis, 
Lathyrophthalm us arvorum  or L. quinquestriatus. The la tte r  have also been 
found in India and  Indonesia, reach ing  as far as  A ustralia .

SPECIES COMPOSITION

Family: S Y R P H I  D A E

Subfamily: S Y R P H I N A E

Tribe: S y r p h i n i  

B etasyrphus  Ma t s u m u r a , 1 9 1 7

1. B etasyrphus serarius (W ie d e m a n n , 1830)
M aterial exam ined: China: Kiangsu prov., Hangcon, 24.09.1965, 1 male, 

Nankin, 15.11.1956, 2 m ales.
D istribution: Far E ast of R ussia (Khabarovsk, Primoiye, Sakhalin , Kuril 

Isles), China, Korea, Ja p a n , O riental Region, New Guinea, A ustralia.

E pisyrphus  Ma t s u m u r a  e t  Ad a c h i, 1 9 1 7

2. Episyrphus balteatus  (D e  G e e r , 1776)
M aterial exam ined: China: Kiangsu prov., Nankin, 16.11.1965, 2 males, 

Hangcon, 23-24 .11 .1965, 2 m ales, 1 female; H upeh prov., W uhan, 2 .05.1966, 
3 m ales, 2 females; K w antung prov., Kanton, 6 -8 .12 .1965, 1 male, 2 females. 

Distribution: Cosmopolitan species, Mentioned from China ( V io l o v i t s h  1960).

E upeodes  O s t e n -S a c k e n , 1 8 7 7

3 . Eupeodes corollae (Fa b r ic iu s , 1794 )
Material examined: China: Kiangsu prov., Nankin, 16.11.1865, 1 male, 1 fe­

male, C isian-shan 20 km S ad Nankin, 17.11.1965, 2 males, 2 females; Hupeh
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prov., W uhan, 2.05.1966, 5 m ales, 4 females; K w antung prov., Kanton, 
6 .12 .1965 , 1 female.

D istribution; Palaearctic and Oriental Regions. Known from China 
(VlOLOVITSH 1 9 6 0 ).

4. Eupeodes nitens ( Z e t t e r s t e d t ,  1843)
M a te r ia l e x a m in e d : C h in a : H u p e h  p ro v ., W u h a n , 1 1 .1 2 .1 9 6 5 , 1 m a le , 1 fem ale . 
D is t r ib u t io n :  H o la rc t ic  R e g io n . M e n tio n e d  f ro m  China(ViOLOViTSH 1 9 6 0 ).

Scaeva  F a b r i c i u s ,  1 8 0 5

5 . Scaeva pyrastri (Lin n a e u s , 1 758 )
M aterial exam ined: China: Hopeh prov., Shisan-lin , 60 km  N ad Beijing, 

1 male, 2 females, S ian-shan , 20 km NW ad Beijing, 11.09.1965, 2 m ales. 
D istribution: Holarctic Region. Known from China (VlOLOVITSH 1960).

6 . Scaeva selenitica ( M e ig e n , 1 8 22 )
M aterial exam ined: China: Hopeh prov., S ian-shan , 20 km  NW ad Beijing,

11.09.1965, 1 male.
Distribution: Palaearctic and Oriental Regions. Known from China (PECK 1988).

Sphaerophoria  Le  P e l e t ie r  e t  S e r v il l e , 1 8 2 8

7. Sphaerophoria macrogas ter (Th o m s o n , 1 8 69 )
Material examined: China: Hupeh prov., W uhan, 2.05.1966, 1 male, 1 female. 
D istribution: Far E ast of Russia, Mongolia, China, Korea, Ja p a n , Oriental 

Region, New Guinea, A ustralia.

Tribe: P a r a g i n i

Paragus La t r e il l e , 1 8 0 4

8. Paragus serratus (FABRICIUS, 1805)
M aterial exam ined: China: Kw antung prov., C un-hua, 96 km  N ad Kanton.

29.09.1965, 2 m ales, 1 female.
D istribution: India, A fghanistan, O riental Region.

9 . Paragus tibialis (Fa l l e n , 1817 )
M aterial exam ined: China: Kwantung prov., C isin-ien, 100 km W ad Kan­

ton, 5 .11.1965, 1 male.
D istribution: Palaearctic Region. Known from C hina (VlOLOVITSH 1960).

Subfamily: M I L E S I I N A E

Tribe: E u m e  r i n i

Eum erus M e ig e n ,  1822

10. Eum erus japonicus  M a t s u m u r a ,  1916 
M aterial exam ined: China: Kwantung prov., C un-hua, 90 km N ad Kanton,

29.09.1965, 1 female.
D istribution: Far E ast of R ussia (Primorye, Sakhalin), Korea and Ja p an .
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Tribe: E r i s t a l i n i

Lathyrophthalmus M ik , 1 8 9 8

11. Lathy rophthalmus aw orum  (FABRICIUS, 1786)
M aterial exam ined: China: Kiangsu prov., Nankin, 21 .06.1966, 1 female: 

Kwantung prov., Kanton, 27-29.11.1965, 1 male, 1 female, 8.12.1965, 1 male.
D istribution: China, Ja p a n , O riental Region, A ustralia, M icronesia, Hawaii 

(Kn u t s o n  et al. 1975).

12. Lathy rophthalmus quinquestriatus  (FABRICIUS, 1794)
M aterial exam ined: China: Kw antung prov., Kanton, 27.11.1965, 1 male. 
D istribution: India, Ja p a n , O riental Region. Known from C hina (Wa l k e r , 

1849).

Eristalis La t r e il l e , 1 8 0 4

13. Eristalis arbustorum  (Lin n a e u s , 1758)
Material examined: China: Hopeh prov., near Beijing, 11.11.1965, 1 female. 
D istribution: Palaearctic, Nearctic and Oriental Regions. Known from Far 

E ast of Russia, Korea, Taiwan and nord C hina (VlOLOVlTSH, 1960).

14. Eristalis cerealis FABRICIUS, 1805 
M aterial exam ined: C hina: K iangsu prov., H angcon, 23 .11 .1965 , 1 m ale, 

1 female: H upeh prov., W uhan, 11.12.1965, 1 male, 3 females.
D istribution: Asia and  O riental Region. Known from Far E ast of Russia, 

China, Korea, J a p a n  and  India.

15. Eristalis tenax  (Lin n a e u s , 1758)
M aterial exam ined: China: H upeh prov., W uhan, 11.12.1965, 3 m ales. 
D istribution: Cosm opolitan species, widely d istribu ted  in Far E ast of R us­

sia, Mongolia, Korea, China and  Ja p an .

M esembrius R o n d a n i, 1 8 5 7

16. M esembrius jlaviceps  (Ma t s u m u r a , 1905)
M aterial exam ined: China: H upeh prov., W uhan, 2 .05.1966, 1 male. 
D istribution: Far E ast of R ussia (Primorye), Korea and J a p a n  (P e c k  1988).

Tribe: M H e  s i i n i

Syritta  Le  P e l e t ie r  e t  S e r v il l e , 1 8 2 8

17. Syritta  orientalis MACQUART, 1842 
M aterial exam ined: China: Kwantung prov., Kanton, 27.09.1965, 1 male. 
D istribution: O riental Region : India, Singapore, Java.

REFERENCES

B r u n e t t i E . 1923. Pipunculidae, Syrphidae. Conopidae, Oestridae. In: “The fauna  o f  B ritish Ind ia” 
D iptera III. London, 424 pp.

C hu X ip in g , He J il o n g . 1992. no tes on the genus M yolepta  Newman w ith descrip tions of new 
species (Diptera, Syrphidae) from C hina. J .  of S hanghai Agric. Coll., 10: 77 -84 .

http://rcin.org.pl



Syrphidae  of China 15

C h u  X ip in g , H e  J il o n g . 1996. D escrip tion  o f  a  new  species of the  g en u s S yrp h u s  (D iptera, 
Syrphidae) from C hina. Entom otaxonom ia, 3: 312-316 .

H e  J il o n g . 1 9 9 2 .  S tud ies on Syrphids from Shanghai, C hina (Diptera, Syrphidae). J .  o f  Shanghai 
Agric. C o ll. ,  10: 5 7 - 6 2 .

He J il o n g . 1993. Three new  species of the genus Eupeod.es from Heilongjiang Province, C hina 
(D iptera, Syrphidae). Acta Zootax. Sinica, 18: 82-92 .

H e r v e -B a z in  J .  1929 a. Syrphidae  de Chine. D escription de quatre  Chilosia nouveaux. Encycl. 
ent. Dipt., 5: 93 -99 .

H e r v e -B a z in  J .  1929 b. Un nouveaux  Lam petia (Merodon) de Chine (Dipt., Syrphidae). Bull. Soc. 
ent. Fr., 6: 111-115.

H e r v e -B a zin  J .  1930. Deuxieme note su r le genre C hibsia  (Dipt., Syrphidae) de Chine et description 
de tro is especes nouvelles. Bull. Soc. ent. Fr., 1930: 44 -47 .

H u a n g  C h u n m e i , C h e n g  X in y u e . 1959. A stu d y  of G raptom yza  W iedem ann (Diptera, Syrphidae) 
from C hina. Entom otaxonom ia, 17: 91 -99 .

Kn u t s o n  L. V.. T h o m p s o n  F. CH.. V o c k e r o t h  J .  R. 1975. Family Syrphidae. In: D e l f in a d o  M. D. 
and  H a r d y  E . F. (eds.): A  Catalog of the D iptera of the O riental Region. H onolulu, 2: 1-459.

Li Q u in g x i , He J il o n g . 1993. A new  species of genus Paragus La t r . (Diptera, Syrphidae) from 
C hina. E ntom otaxonom ia, 15: 62 -64 .

Li Q u in g x i , H e  J il o n g . 1 9 9 4 .  The descrip tion  of a new species of the genus C hrysotoxum  Meigen 
(Diptera, Syrphidae). Entom otaxonom ia, 16: 1 5 0 - 1 5 2 .

M a t s u m u r a  S .  1904. T housand  Insects o f  Ja p a n . I. Tokyo, 114 pp.
Ma t s u m u r a  S. 1931. 6000 Illustrated  insects of Japan -E m pire . Tokyo, 1548 pp.
P e c k  L. V. 1988. Syrphidae-C onopidae  . In : A. S oós & L. Pa p p  (eds.) C atalogue of Palaearctic 

D iptera. 8. B udapest, 363 pp.
S a c k  P. 1933. Syrphidae. In: Schw edisch-chinesische w issenschaftliche Expedition nach  den 

nordw estlichen Provinzen C hinas, u n te r Leitung von Dr. Sven Heidin und  Prof. Su Ping- 
chang. Ark. Zool. , 26 A, 6: 1-9.

S a c k  P. 1938. Diptera. Von Dir. Kjell Kolthoff in C hina gesam m elte Syrphiden. In: S j ÓSTEDT Y.: 
Insekten aus C hina im N aturhistorischen R eichsm useum  zu Stockholm. Ark. Zool., 30: 1-19.

Sa c k P. 1941. Neue Syrphiden au s  M andschukuo . Arb. M orphhol. taxon. E nt., 8: 186-192.
S h ir a k i T. 1968. Syrphidae (Insecta , Diptera) . F au n a  Japon ica . Tokyo, 2 : 243, 3: 272.
S t a c k e l b e r g  A. A., P e c k  L. V. 1979. Syrphiden von der Mongolei (Diptera: Syrphidae). Folia ent. 

Hung., 32: 129-147.
V io l o v it s h  N. A. 1960. A con trib u tio n  to the  know ledge of the  Hover Flies fau n a  (D iptera, 

Syrphidae) of Sachalin  and the Kuril Isles. T rudy vsesojuz. ent. Ob., 47: 217-272 .
V io l o v it s h  N. A. 1983. S iberian  Syrphidae (Diptera). Izd. N auka, Novosibirsk, 242 pp.
W a l k e r  F . 1849. List of the  specim ens of D ip terous in sec ts  in th e  collection of the  B ritish  

M useum . London, 3: 485-687 .

http://rcin.org.pl




