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N ew  distributional data on D erm estidae  (Coleoptera) from Iraq and Arabian
P eninsu la

Abstract: Seven species are new to the fauna of Iraq (Dermestes bicolor, Attngenus aurantiacus, Alt. duplex 
octopunctatus ssp.nov., A tt. obtusus, Phradonoma nobile, Dearthrus quadriguttatus and Anthrenus rauterbergi), one 
to the fauna of Oman (Dermestes frischi) and one more to the fauna of Saudi Arabia (Attngenus posticalis). All 
specimens are preserved in the Museum of Natural History in Basel, Switzerland. The first records of 
Dermestes intermedins from the Ukraine, of Attngenus aurantiacus from Turkey and of Dearthurus quadrigut
tatus from Iran and Egypt are given.
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INTRODUCTION

Som e years ago  prof. W. B uttiker sen t m e a fine lot of d e rm estid s  from  the A rabian  
P en in su la  and  Iraq  for de te rm in a tio n . The m ateria l w as in teresting , an d  I p rep a red  a 
list of species w ith  d is trib u tio n a l da ta . H e sen t this list to the  "F auna of A rab ia" for 
pub lica tion . In June 2001, d r F. K ru p p , Editor-in-C hief of "F auna  of A rab ia", w ro te  
me: "W e co n c lu d ed  th a t y o u r co n trib u tio n  contains valuab le  in fo rm ation , b u t does no t 
fall w ith in  the scope of series, because  m ost of the m ateria l s tu d ied  o rig in a ted  from  
Iraq, w ith  on ly  a few spo rad ic  reco rd s from  Saudi A rabia an d  O m an. W e sug g est that 
su b m it it e lse w h e re ..." . Fo llow ing  his su g g estion  1 decide  to su b m it the m an u sc rip t to 
the E ditoria l B oard of "F rag m en ta  faun istica". The general d is trib u tio n  of each species 
is g iven  in MROCZKOWSKI (1968).
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LIST OF SPECIES

Dermestes frischi K u g e l a n n , 1792

C om m on, co sm opo litan  species, b u t I know  no records from  O m an.
M aterial: O m an , S haqq (21°08,N /58°16 ,E), 7.II1.1986, leg. W. B uttiker -  3 exx; O- 

m an , W ahiba (22°26/N /5 8 °4 8 /E), 13.II.1986,leg. M. G allagher -  3 exx.; O m an ,W ahiba  
Sands (21°10,N /5 8 °5 5 /E), 17-20. II. 1986, leg. M. G allagher -  2 exx; Saudi A rabia, Ras 
Jibsh (21°27,N /59°21 'E ), 6.III. 1987, leg. M. G allagher -  4 exx.

Dermestes intermedins K a l ik , 1951

E ast-M ed iterranean  species, m oreover know n from  Bulgaria, R om ania, H u n g a ry  
and  Slovakia, as w ell as from  Syria and  Iraq: B aghdad. I have seen specim ens from  
U kraine: S im pheropo l (C rim ea) an d  from  som e localities in the env irons of O dessa.

M aterial: NE Iraq , K u rd is tan , Penjw in, l l .V . 1976, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex.; NE Iraq, 
K u rd istan , R aw an d u z , 24.IV. 1979, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex.

Dermestes ater D e G r e e r ,  1 7 7 4

C o sm opo litan  species, p rev io u sly  recorded  from  A rabia by Erichson in 1846.
M aterial: U n ited  A rab  E m irates, Ium eirah  (25°12 'N /55U13,E), 11.111-15.IV. 1991, leg. 

C. G ross -  1 ex.

Dermestes bicolor F a b r ic iu s ,  1781

D istrib u ted  in en tire  Palearctic  Region, b u t no t reco rded  from  Iraq.
M aterial: Iraq occ., W estern  Desert, W adi al H azim i, 6. IV. 1979, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex.

Attagenus aurantiacus R e it t e r , 1900

The species has been  k n o w n  only from  Syria. I have  seen specim ens from  the fol
low ing  localities in T urkey: G y ndognus, Taskesigi, Perge, Kaiseri. It is h e rew ith  re
co rded  from  Iraq. The subspecies erevnnicus Zhantiev,1963 occurs in A rm enia.

M aterial: NE Iraq, R aw an d u z , 24. IV. 1979, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex; NE Iraq, K urd is tan , 
M ishaw , 7.VI. 1976, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex.

Attagenus bifasciatus (O l iv ie r , 1790)

D istrib u ted  in the en tire  M ed ite rranean  an d  ad jacen t regions. K now n from  B agh
d ad .

M aterial: Iraq  occ., W estern  D esert, Bir-Er-Rah, 70 km . N  of R utba, 11 and
21.III.1978, leg. J.M acek -  3 exx.

Attagenus duplex (R e it t e r , 1890)

The species described  from  U zbekistan: D shisak, k n ow n  also from  T ad zh ik is tan , 
T u rk m en istan  an d  K azakhstan . N ew  for Iraq.
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M aterial: Iraq  occ., W estern  D esert, Bir-Er-Rah, 70 km. N  of R utba, 6.V.1978, leg. J. 
M acek -1 ex. This specim en  differs sligh tly  from  typical ones. Typical specim ens have  
tw o  n a rro w  b an d s  on  the p o ste rio r ha lf [1 /3? 1 /4?] of the ely tra, the b an d s in te r
ru p te d  on the  su tu re . The specim en  from  Iraq  has these b an d s  in te rru p ted  in the m id 
dle. I h e rew ith  nam e  it A . octopunctatus ssp. nov.

Attagenus fasciatus (T h u n b e r g , 1795)

N early  co sm opo litan  species. R ecorded from  Jeddah , Saudi A rabia in 1961 by  
Shalaby.

M aterial: S aud i A rabien, Jeddah , 7.IX.1985. leg. W. B iittiker 1 ex.

Attagenus obtusus (G y l l e n h a l , 1808)

D istrib u ted  th ro u g h o u t the M ed ite rranean  region, the C aucasus, Iran , Syria, T u r
key. Israel, A rab ian  P eninsu la , b u t no t reco rded  from  Iraq.

M aterial: Iraq  occ., W estern  D esert, Bir-Er-Rah 70 km  N  of R utba, 11, 16 and
21.111.1978, leg. J. M acek -  6 exx., Iraq  occ., W estern  D esert, W adi al H azim i, 11 and  
21.III.979, leg. J. M acek -  2 exx.

Attagenus posticalis F a ir m a ir e , 1879

D escribed from  A lgeria, recorded  from  Tunisia, Spain, E gypt, Syria, Y em en and  
N iger. N ew  for S aud i A rabia (in 1979 I w rote: "probably  occurs in Saudi A rabia too").

M aterial: S aud i A rabia, W attayah  (23°36 'N /58°30 'E ), 23.IV.1988, leg. M. G allagher 
-  9 exx.

Phradonoma nobile (R e it t e r , 1881)

The species w as described  from  C y prus, w idely  d is trib u ted  th ro u g h o u t the M edi
te rran ean  reg ion , the C aucasus, T u rkm en istan , A fghan istan , Syria, Iran, Egypt. N ew  
for Iraq.

M aterial: Iraq  occ., W estern  D esert, W adi al H azim i, 11.V .1979. leg. J. M acek -  1 ex. 
juv.

Dearthrus quadriguttatus (R e it t e r , 1878)

D escribed from  C aucasus, reco rded  from  T urkm en istan , A fghan istan , U sbekistan , 
T ad zh ik is tan , K azakhstan , T urkey  and  Syria. I hav e  also seen the specim ens from  Iran  
(S hahrud) a n d  E gyp t (Cairo). N ew  for Iraq.

M aterial: N E Iraq, K urd istan , Sarsank, 27.IV.1979, leg. J. M acek -  1 ex.

Anthrenus flavipes L e c o n t e , 1854

N early  cosm o p o litan  species, reco rded  from  Jeddah , Saudi A rab ien , in 1961 by 
Shalaby.

M aterial: S aud i A rabien , Jeddah , 6.VI.1981, leg. W. B iittiker -  6 exx.
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Anthrenus pimpinellae F a b r ic iu s , 1775

V ery w id e ly  (nearly  cosm opolitan ) d is trib u ted  species.
M aterial: Iraq  bor., K urd istan , Sarsank, 26-27. IV.1979, leg. }. M acek -  1 ex.

Anthrenus rauterbergi R e u t e r , 1908

Rare species k n ow n  only  from  C airo  (Egypt), closely re la ted  to A. x-signum  REIT- 
TER, 1881. N ew  for S aud i A rabia.

M aterial: Saudi A rabia, H arith i (21°18 'N /40H18'E), 23-24 .V.1985, leg. W. Biittiker -  
1 ex.

REFERENCES

E R lC H S O N  W. F. 1846. Naturgeschichte der Insecten Deutchlands. Erste Abtheilung. Coleoptera. Dritter 
Band, III Lieferung, Berlin: 321-480.

M RO CZK O W SK I M . 1968. Distribution of the Dermestidae (Coleoptera) of the World with a catalogue of all 
known species. Ann. Zool., Warszawa, 26:15-191.

M RO CZK O W SK I M . 1979. Insects of Saudi Arabia. Coleoptera: Dermestidae. Part I. Faunistic Data. In: Fauna 
of Saudi Arabia, I: 212-214.

S H A L A B Y  F. 1961. A preliminary Survey of the Insect Fauna of Saudi Arabia. Bull. Soc. Ent. Egypte, Le Caire, 
45: 211-228.

STRESZCZENIE

[Tytul: N ow e w iadom ości o rozm ieszczen iu  Dermestidae (Coleoptera) z Iraku i P ó łw y 
spu  A rabskiego]

N o ta tk a  w ykazu je  siedem  g a tu n k ó w  now ych  dla fauny  Iraku , jeden  dla fauny  
O m anu , jeden  dla fau n y  A rabii Saudyjskiej o raz  opis n o w eg o  p o d g a tu n k u : Attagenus 
duplex octopunctatus ssp.nov. M ateria ły  d o w o d o w e  p rzech o w y w an e  są w  M useum  of 
N a tu ra l H isto ry  w  Bazylei, Szw ajcaria. P onad to , po  raz p ie rw szy  w y k azan o  Dermestes 
intermedins z U krainy , Attagenus aurantiacus z Turcji o raz  Dearthrus quadriguttatus z 
Iranu  i E giptu .
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