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Abstract.— Leptus villosus Mihelćić, 1964 is a junior secondary homonym of Leptus villosus 
(Berlese, 1910); Leptus errabundus nom. nov. is proposed as a replacem ent name fo r/,, villo
sus Mihelćić, 1964. Leptus calvatus Mihelćić, 1958 is a  junior prim ary homonym of Leptus cal
vatus Willmann, 1951; Leptus incertus nom. nov. is proposed as a replacement name for L. cal
vatus Mihelćić, 1958. Leptus diversus Mihelćić, 1958 is a junior prim ary homonym of Leptus 
diversus Mihelćić, 1958; Leptus furibundus nom. nov. is proposed as a  replacement name forL. 
diversus Mihelćić, 1958. Leptus diversus var. variatus Mihelćić, 1958 is raised to the species 
vank.Abrolophus longipes (Schvveizer and Bader, 1963) comb. nov. is a  junior prim ary homonym 
olAbrolophus longipes (Willmann, 1951) comb, nov.; Abrolophus baderi nom. nov. is proposed 
as a replacement name for ,4. longipes (Schweizer and Bader, 1963).
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T a x o n o m y

Leptus errabundus nom. nov. 

for Leptus villosus Mihelćić, 1964 (non Leptus villosus (Berlese, 1910))

B erlese (1910: 348) described  Achorolophus villosus 
from G reece, a  species ch arac terised , in part, by short idio- 
som al se tae  (“... densissim e pilis cu rtis  ...” op. cit.). Khot 
(19(54: 6 8 6 ) provided the first redescrip tion  of this species, 
giving' its locality  in India (“Him achal P radish , 13,500 ft”) 
and p lacing  it in the genus Leptus. U nfortunately, the  type 
specim en of Achorolophus villosus Berlese, 1910 has 
been lost (C astagnoli and  Pegazzano, 1985: 457 and 458). 
M ihelćić (1964: 296) described  Leptus villosus (from 
A u str ia ) , w hich d iffe rs from  Achorolophus villosus 
B erlese, 1910, a s  well as from Leptus villosus sensu  Khot, 
1964 in having very long idiosom al se tae  (65-125 pm, as  
opposed to 39-54 pm  in L. villosus sensu  Khot, 1964). 
B ecause Leptus villosus sensu  Mihelćić cannot be consid
ered  synonym ous to Leptus villosus (Berlese, 1910), 
the re fo re  Leptus villosus Mihelćić, 1964 is rep laced  with 
Leptus errabundus nom. nov.

Leptus incertus nom. nov.

for Leptus calvatus Mihelćić, 1958b (non Leptus calvatus Willmann, 1951)

W illmann (1951: 151) described Leptus calvatus from 
A ustria. Mihelćić (1958b: 46) described Leptus calvatus 
from Spain. The descrip tions suggest tha t the au tho rs w ere 
dealing  w ith two different species (Mihelćić did not give

a figure). In con trary  to L. cavatus s. W illmann 1951, 
L. calvatus s. Michelćić 1958b has light spots on dorsal side 
of idiosoma, sim ilar to those in L. trimaculatus (Rossi, 
1974), but m ore num erous (m ore than  th ree) “... Sehr anlich 
L. trimaculatus Herm. [sic!], besitzt aber m ehrere  haar- 
lose Flecke und nicht nur drei, w ie die Vergleichsart ...” 
op. cit.: 46); hence Leptus calvatus  Mihelćić, 1958b 
becom es a  jun io r p rim ary  homonym of Leptus calvatus 
Willmann, 1951 and is given the nam e Leptus incertus 
nom. nov.

Leptus furibundus nom. nov.

for Leptus diversus Mihelćić, 1958b (non Leptus diversus Mihelćić,
1958a)

Mihelćić (1958a: 281) described “Leptus diversus sp. 
nov. ” from Spain (without illustration). Mihelćić (1958b: 46) 
described ‘Leptus diversus n. sp. ”, also from Spain (with
out figures). The descrip tions of Leptus diversus in these 
two papers suggest th a t they refer to two different type 
specim ens (different dim ensions, different place of collec
tion) and m ost likely to se p a ra te  species (evident differ
ences inferred  from the descriptions). Leptus diversus 
s. Mihelćić 1958b has, for exam ple, longer dorsal se tae  
( 6 8  pm) and much sh o rte r c ris ta  m etopica (306 pm ) than  
L. diversus s. Mihelćić 1958a (43 pm  and 595 pm  respec
tively). The da te  of publication of the paper in “E os” (15 
Oct. 1958) is ea rlie r than  tha t of “S itzungsberichte Ó sterre- 
iehische A kadem ie der W issenschaften, W ien” (no date 
given, so I assum e 31 Dec. 1958), which m eans tha t Leptus 
diversus Mihelćić, 1958b is a  jun ior p rim ary homonym of
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Leptus diversus  M ihelćic, 1958a. Leptus diversus 
Mihelćic, 1958b is therefo re replaced w ith Leptiis furibun- 
dus nom. nov.

Leptus variatus  Mihelćic, 1958b sta t. nov.

‘Leptus diversus n. sp. var. variatus  var. nova”, origi
nally described  from Spain (Mihelćic, 1958b: 46), is here 
ra ised  to the  ra n k  of species. This varie ty  diffres from 
L. diversus s. Mihelćic 1948b (now L. furibundus nom. 
nov.) in body lenght (2500/xm), ta rsu s  I lenght/height ratio  
(1.85), lenght of tib ia  I (340 /xm) and  c ris ta  m etopica (510 
;um), in co n tra ry  to the la tte r  species (1292 /xm, 3.53, 221 
/xm and 306 /xm respectively).

I am  of the  opinion, th a t in such a  poorly known m ite 
family as  E ry th rae idae , the c rea tin g  of any ta x a  of a  ran k  
low er than  species is speculation , and  m akes g rea te r 
nom encla tu ral confusion.

Abrolophus baderi nom. nov.

for Abrolophus longipes (Schweizer and Bader, 1963) comb. nov.
(non Abrolophus longipes (Willmann, 1951) comb, nov.)

W illm ann (1951: 150) described  Balaustiurn longipes 
from A ustria . Schw eizer and B ader (1963: 289) described 
Balaustiurn longipes from Sw itzerland. Both of them  a re  
now placed in the  genus Abrolophus B erlese, 1891 sensu 
Southcott, 1961. The m etric c h a rac te rs  and  the  illu stra
tions of asp idosom a in both pap e rs  show th a t they  deal 
w ith  two s e p a ra te  spec ies. A ccordingly, Abrolophus 
longipes (Schw eizer and Bader, 1963) comb. nov. becom es
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a  ju n io r p rim a ry  hom onym  of Abrolophus longipes 
(W illmann, 1951) comb. nov. The nam e Abrolophus baderi 
nom. nov. is therefo re  proposed a s  a  rep lacem ent nam e for 
Abrolophus longipes (Schw eizer and  Bader, 1963) to hon
our the jun io r author.
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