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CASES OF W H I T E S P O T T I N G IN S H R E W S 

P R Z Y P A D K I C Z Ę Ś C I O W E G O A L B I N I Z M U U R Y J Ó W K I 

Albin ism is r a t h e r a r a r e p h e n o m e n o n in sh rews . Spec imens of complete a lb ino 
r h r e w s h a v e been descr ibed by S e l y s - L o n g s c h a m p s (1839), J a c k -
s o n (1928), C a b r e r a (1932), A l l e n (1935), H a m i l t o n (1939), M u r -
r a y (1939), S i m e (1940), U l m e r (1940 a, b), S h a p i r o (1950), V a n 
G e l d e r (1959), E l d e r (1960), D e x t e r (1961), J o n e s (1962), and 
W i l l i a m s (1962). 

Cases of w h i t e spo t t ing in s h r e w s a re r a r e as well . A n u m b e r of notes on th is 
sub jec t can be found in l i t e ra tu re . As ea r ly X I X cen tu ry S e l y s - L o n g -
s c h a m p s (1839) and H e r o n - R o y e r (1883) descr ibed some par t ly w h i t e 
sh rews . S imi l a r ly coloured spec imens w e r e recorded by o ther more recen t a u t h -
ors ( M o h r , 1931, P e a r c e, 1934, H a m i l t o n , 1939, H e p t n e r, 1939,  
C h r i s t i a n , 1947, F i n d 1 e y, 1955, H a r r i s o n , 1957, Van B r e e et 
al., 1963, S a i n t G i r o n s , 1963). 

The obse rva t ions of these au thors , r epo r t i ng bo th comple te a lbinism and w h i t e 
spo t t ing in sh r ews , include the fo l lowing species : Sorex cinereus ( K e r r , 1792),  
Sorex tundrensis (=S. caecutiens L a x m a n n, 1788), S. vagrans B a i r d , 1858.  
S. araneus L i n n a e u s , 1758, Neomys fodiens ( P e n n a n t , 1771), Blarina 
brevicauda (S a y, 1823), Cryptotis parva (S a y, 1823), Crocidura suaveolens 
( P a l l a s , 1811), C. russula ( H e r m a n n , 1780), C. leucodon ( H e r m a n n , 
1780), and C. schweitzeri P e t e r s . 

It will be seen f r o m this list t h a t no such anomal i e s in colorat ion have h i t h e r t o 
been observed in S. minutus, which m a y be due to the r a r e occur rence of th is 
species. 

In the collection of the M a m m a l s Research In s t i t u t e of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences at Bia łowieża the re is a specimen of Sorex minutus L i n n a e u s , 1766,  
w i th a la rge w h i t e spot, about 2.0 X 1.5 cm, on t h e belly, wh i t e fo re fee t and the 
top of the tail. This spec imen (Coil. No 39084) w a s caugh t in the Wierzchlas yew 
rese rve (Bory Tucholskie , <p = 53° 31', 1 = 18° 08'), as one out of 93 spec imens 
of S. minutus. I t was a juven i le f emale , we igh ing 2.7 gms, i ts body leng th was 
54.6 m m , tai l l eng th 37.6 m m , and h indfoo t l eng th 10.8 m m . The specimen is kept 
in the f o r m of a f la t sk in and a carcajss p r e s e r v e d in alcohol. The s h r e w w a s 
t r a p p e d in a m e t a l cone toge ther wi th a n o t h e r spec imen and was b i t t en in the 
region of head . This m a d e the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of t he colour of its eyes impossible. 
H o w e v e r it is mos t l ikely t h e anoma ly k n o w n as w h i t e spot t ing. 

In addi t ion, in th ree young males of S. araneus L i n n a e u s , 1758 (Coll. Nos  
29560, 37671, 38034) t u f t s of wh i t e hai r or s m a l l wh i t e spots w e r e obse rved on 
the ears . One of t h e m was caugh t in N o r t h - E a s t e r n Po land on Ju ly 11, 1962, the 
o ther two w e r e collected in the Świę tokrzysk ie Mts. (<p = 50° 55', X = 20° 53')  
in Augus t and S e p t e m b e r 1963. These t h r e e cases w e r e f o u n d among 1090 spec-
imens of S. araneus examined . 

Among 4053 s h r e w s (S. araneus) f r o m the Bia łowieża Fores t t he re w a s one 
wi th a wh i t e spot , about 0.5 sq. cm in a rea , e x t e n d i n g f r o m the lef t ear t o the 
fo rehead , as wel l as a t u f t of wh i t e ha i r beh ind the r igh t ear . I t was a f e m a l e 
(Coll, No 3512) caugh t on J u n e 9, 1948, 
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The occur rence of wh i t e spots in the region of head in sh rews is k n o w n f r o m 
m a n y records . C r o w c r o f t (1957) associates t h e m wi th the g r o w t h of new 
ha i r w h e r e it was p lucked dur ing copulat ion. These spots w e r e observed in 
sexual ly ac t ive f emales , and such cases a re not r ega rded as w h i t e spot t ing. On 
the o ther h a n d , t he re a re no grounds to r e f r a i n f r o m s p e a k i n g about wh i t e 
spo t t ing in t h e case of such spots in sexual ly inact ive young an imals , especial ly 
in males . In o r d e r to ca r ry out an exhaus t ive analysis of this anomaly it is 
necessary to collect still m o r e specimens . 
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Zolo P E S H E V 

IS SOREX CAECUTIENS L A X M A N N, 1788 TO BE FOUND IN B U L G A R I A ? 

C Z Y Z O S T A Ł Z N A L E Z I O N Y W B U Ł G A R I I SOREX CAECUTIENS L A X M A N N, 1788? 

In 1951 M a r k o v in a shor t note r epor ted the exis tence of Sorex macropyg- 
maeus M i l l e r , 1901 ( = S. caecutiens L a x m a n n, 1788) in Bulgar ia . T h e  
f i ve spec imens which gave r ise to this i n f o r m a t i o n were caught on the Mouss-
ala Ridge in t h e Rila Mts. nea r the Mar i t sa Fores te r ' s Lodge. 


