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CASES OF WHITE SPOTTING IN SHREWS3

PRZYPADKI CZESCIOWEGO ALBINIZMU U RYJOWKI

Albinism is rather a rare phenomenon in shrews, Specimens of complete albino
chrews have been described by Sélys-Longschamps (1839), Jack-
son (1928, Cabrera (1932, Allen (1935, Hamilton (1939, Mur-
ray (1939), Sime (1940), Ulmer (1940 a, b), Shapiro (1850), Van
Gelder (1959, Elder (1960), Dexter (1961), Jones (1962), and
Williams (1962).

Cases of white spotting in shrews are rare as well. A number of notes on this
subject can be found in literature. As early XIX century Sélys-Long-
schamps (1839) and Heron-Royer (1883) described some partly white
shrews. Similarly coloured specimens were recorded by other more recent auth-
ors (Mohr, 1931, Pearce, 1934, Hamilton, 1939, Heptner, 1939,
Christian, 1947, Findley, 1965, Harrison, 1957, VYan Bree et
al, 1963, Saint Girons, 1963),

The observations of these authors, reporting both complets albinism and white
spotting in shrews, include the following species: Sorex cinereus (Kerr, 1792),
Sorex tundrensis (=S. caecutiens Laxmann, 1788), S. vagrans Baird, 1858,
S. araneus Linnaeus, 1758 Neomys fodiens (Pennant, 1771), Blarina
brevicauda (Say, 1823), Cryptotis parva (Say, 1823), Crocidura suaveolens
(Pallas, 1811), C, russula (Hermann, 1780), C. leucodkon (Hermann,
1780), and C. schweitzeri Peters.

It will be seen from this list that no such anomalies in coloration have hitherto
heen observed in S. minutus, which may be due to the rare occurrence of this
species,

In the collection of the Mammals Research Institute of the Polish Academy of
Sciences at Biatowieza there is a specimen of Sorex minutus Linnaeus, 1766,
with a large white spot, about 2.0 X 1.5 ecm, on the belly, white forefeet and the
top of the tail. This specimen (Coll, No 39084) was caught in the Wierzchlas yew
reserve (Bory Tucholskie, ¢ = 53°31°, 1 = 18°08"), as one out of 93 specimens
of S. minutus, It was a juvenile female, weighing 2.7 gms, its body length was
54.6 mm, tail length 37.6 mm, and hindfoot length 10.8 mm. The specimen is kept
in the form of a flat skin and a carcass preserved in alcohol. The shrew was
trapped in a metal cone together with another specimen and was bitten in the
region of head. This made the determination of the colour of its eyes impossible.
However it is most likely the anomaly known as white spotting.

In addition, in three young males of S. araneus Linnaeus, 1758 (Coll. Nos
29560, 37671, 38034) tufts of white hair or small white spots were observed on
the ears. One of them was caught in North-Eastern Poland on July 11, 1962, the
other two were collected in the Swigtokrzyskie Mts. (@ = 50°55°, 4 = 20°53")
in August and September 1963. These three cases were found among 1090 spec-
imens of S. araneus examined,

Among 4053 shrews (S. araneus) from the Bialowieza Forest there was one
with a white spot, about 0.5 sq. ¢cm in area, extending from the left ear to the
forehead, as well as a tuft of white hair behind the right ear, It was a female
(Coll, No 3512) caught on June 9, 1948,
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The occurrence of white spots in the region of head in shrews is known from
many records. Crowcroft (1957) associates them with the growth of new
hair where it was plucked during copulation. These spots were observed in
sexually active females, and such cases are not regarded as white spotting. On
the other hand, there are no grounds to refrain from speaking about white
spotting in the case of such spots in sexually inactive young animals, especially
in males. In order to carry out an exhaustive analysis of this anomaly it is
necessary to collect still more specimens.
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IS SOREX CAECUTIENS LAXMANN, 1788 TO BE FOUND IN BULGARIA?

CZY ZOSTAL ZNALEZIONY W BULGARII SOREX CAECUTIENS LAXMA NN, 1788?

In 1951 Markov in a short note reported the existence of Sorex macropig-
maeus Miller, 1901 (= S. caecutiens Laxmann, 1788) in Bulgaria., The
five specimens which gave rise to this information were caught on the Mouss-
ala Ridge in the Rila Mts. near the Maritsa Foresfer’s Lodge,



