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The Present Status of the European Beaver, Castor fiber 
L i n n a e u s , 1758 an Investigation Which Was Carried Out at 
the Instigation oi the "International Union for the Conservation 

of Nature and Natural Resources (I. U. C. N.)"# 

During meetings of the "Commission for Ecology" of the "International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources" which were 
held at Edinburgh in 1956, at Athens in 1958 and at Warsaw in 1960, it 
gradually became apparent that the encouragement of scientific research 
bearing on the conservation of nature in the various individual countries 
is in itself insufficient, and that through the coordination and cooperation 
of the countries concerned it should be considered at the international 
level. The Commission is now fully convinced that international 
cooperation can no longer be regarded as merely desirable, but that it 
has now become, in many respects, an urgent necessity. 

Investigations relating to the present status and efficient management 
of rare species and communities throughout their entire geographical 
range are especially needed. 

With regard to the very rare species which are threatened with 
extinction, this works is done by the "I.U.C.N. Survival Service Commis-
sion", and now the "I.U.C.N. Commission for Ecology", following a pro-
posal by Professor Dr. M. F. Morzer Bruyns (Netherlands), who decided 
to start, on an international level, investigations into the ecology of species 
which although not directly threatened with extinction, are nevertheless 
in need of protection. 

These investigations are especially concerned with the distribution and 
ecology of species of which local populations or certain races are regarded 
as threatened. 

*) R.I.V.O.N. Communication no. 201. 
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During a meeting held at Morges (Switzerland) in 1962 a definite 
decision was made. It was agreed that, as a start, the Brown Bear, Ursus 
arctos L i n n a e u s , 1758, the Lynx, Lynx lynx ( L i n n a e u s , 1758) and 
the European Beaver, Castor fiber L i n n a e u s , 1758, should be studied. 

At about the same time the I.U.C.N. Executive Board gave its approval 
and the "World Wildlife Fund" declared itself willing to support the 
project financially when needed. 

Dr. M. H e 1 m i n e n of the State Game Research Institute at Helsinki 
(Finland) agreed to act as co-ordinator and general reporter for the Brown 
Bear and Professor Dr. J. K r a t o c h v i l of the Institute of Vertebrate 
Research of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences at Brno (C.S.S.R.) 
will act in a similar capacity for the Lynx. Coordination of research on 
the European Beaver was entrusted to the editor of the present volume. 

After a period of preparation which lasted from 1960 to 1962, the Beaver 
census started with a letter circulated to all beaver specialists known to 
the present editor asking their co-operation. 

In all countries where beavers still occur specialists were found who 
were willing to write a report, employing a standardised method of 
presentation, on the present status of this species in their country. 

However, we very soon learned that the original plan to publish all 
these reports simultaneously would have to be abandoned. The time 
required by the different contributors varied too much. In one country 
all data were readily available, in another the field work had not yet 
started; in some countries there might be a very large bever population 
in others these animals might be very scarce; one country covers an 
extenjsive area, another is small, etc. For these reasons it was decided to 
publish the reports separately, viz. as soon as they became available. They 
will appear under the title "Castoriana" in the "Acta Theriologica". 

Sufficient off-prints of each paper will be printed and when the final 
report has been published, complete sets will be bound and issued (with 
an appropriate summary) as "collected reprints". This final issue will be 
a complete report on the present status of the European Beaver, and will 
be offered to I.U.C.N, and distributed to all contributors and to persons, 
institutes etc. whom we assume will be interested in its contents. 

The present issue contains contributions from France, the Lithuanian 
Peoples Republic and Switzerland. Reports from Finland, Norway, Poland 
and Sweden will follow in the near future. Contributions from the 
remaining countries are in preparation. 

This summary is concluded with an expression hope and expectation 
that this form of international co-operation will lead to valuable results. 

State Institute for Nature Conservation Research (R.I.V.O.N.) Zeist, Netherlands. 
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COBPEMEHHOE COCTOHHME MCCJIEflOBAHMtt HAfl EBPOIIEUCKHM 
BOBPOM CASTOR FIBER L I N N A E U S , 1758, HAft KOTOPbIM BblJIH 
nPOBE^EHbl MCCJIEflOBAHMH n o MHMUMATMBE MEiHiflyHAPOflHOrO 

C 0 I 0 3 A OXPAHbl IIPMPOflbl M EE PECYPCOB. 

H a KOHC^EPEHIIMAX SKOJIORWHECKOW KOMMCCHM MejKAynapoAHoro Coio3a O x p a H b i 
npnpoAbi M ee PecypcoB (I. U. N. C.), KOTopbie NPOMCXOAHJIM B SflMHoypre B 1956 
ro^y, B AcfcmHax B 1958 r. M B BapmaBe B 1960 roAy> npnmjin K BbiBOAy, HTO CO-
AeiicTBMe HayHHbiM HCCAEAOBAHWAM no OxpaHe Ilpnpoflbi ecTb B pa3Hbix cTpaHax 
He AOCTaTOHHO. TaKHM 0§pa30M HyjKHa MejKflynapoflHaa KoopAMHauna coTpyAHM-
necTBa 3ANHTEPECOBAHHBRX OTijeJibHbix cTpaH. KOMMCCHH Tenepb nojiHOCTbK) yBe-
peHa, HTO MeHi^yHapoflHoe coTpyAHMnecTBo cTajio He TOJibKO jKeaaTejibHbiM HO 
H He06x0flHMbIM. B HaCTHOCTH HyjKHbl HCCJieflOBaHMH Ha^ COBpeMeHHblAI COCTOHHMeM 
M yCneillHblM pyKOBOACTBOM pê KHMM BH âMH H nOnyjIHHHHMH Ha npOTHJKeHHH MX 
scero reorpat^MHecKoro apeajia. OTHOCMTejibHO oneHb pe^KHx BMAOB TpaKTyeMbix 
Bbmepaiou^MMM, paSoTa HaA HHMM BbinojiHaeTca MeHiAynapoAHbiM C0K>30M Oxpa-
Hbi npwpoflbi — KoMHCCHeM OxpaHbi. B HacToamee BpeMH OKOJiornnecKOM Ko-
MHCCHeM M. C. O. n . M P. B pe3yjibxaTe npeAJioateHHa npod?. AP- M. <£>. Mopijep 
BpyfiHc (M. F. Morzer B r u y n s — TojuiaHAMa) OTHOCMTejibHO Me>KAyHapoAHbix 
HccjieflOBaHHM no SKoaorww BMAOB, KOTOpbiM xoTa eme Henocpe^CTBeHHO He yrpo-
>KaeT BbiMepaHMe, HO xoTopbix oxpaHa ijejiecoo6pa3Ha. 3TM Mccjie^OBaHwa KacaioT-
ca ocoSeHHO pa3MemeHMa M SKoaorMH BM^OB, K0T0pbix MecTHbie nonyjini^nM MJIM 
pacbi Haxo^aTca noA yrpo3on BbiMepaHwa. Bo BpeMa 3aceAaiiHM B Moprec (IIlBeM-
Uapua) B 1962 ro^y npMHHJin 0K0HHaTejibH0e peuieHwe, T. e. — corjiacmiwcb HanaTb 
MccjieAOBaHwa OT byporo Me^Be^a, Ursus arctos L i n n a e u s , 1758, pbica, Lynx 
lynx ( L i n n a e u s , 1758) m 6o6pa, Castor fiber L i n n a e u s , 1758. iIpH6jm3MTejibHO 
B TOHie caMoe BpeMa McnojiHHTejibHbiii CoBeT M. C. O. IT. n P. Bbipa3MJi CBoe co-
fleMCTBwe, a xpoMe Toro BceMMpHbiii c£>oha OxoTHHHbero Xo3aiicTBa (World Wildli-
fe Fundation) npe^jiojKMJi CBoe cjDMHacMpoBaHwe. KoopAHHauwio pa€>OT no MeABeAK) 
nopyneHo AP- M. T e j i b M M H e H M3 TocyAapcTBeHHoro MHCTWTyTa MCCJIEFLOBAHHM 
OxoTHHHbero Xo3aiicTBa B XejibCMHKax (<&MHJiaHflHH), a no pbicio npocfc». AP- W. 
KpaTOXBMJIK) M3 MH-Ta McCJieflOBaHMa Il03B0H0HHblX ¿KHBOTHblX îeXOCJIOBaUKOK 
AKâ eMMM HayK B BPHO (HexocaoBaKwa). KoopAHHaumo wccJieAOBaHMH no 6oopy 
nopyneno pe^aKTopy STOTO TOMa. IlocJie npnr0T0BHTejibH0r0 nepHOAa, KOTopbiii 
npoAOJiacajica OT 1960 AO 1962 rofla, pa60Tbi no 6o6py HanaJiMCb nocjie o6pameHnn 
peAaKTopa KO BceM M3BecTHbiM cneijnajincTaM c npocb6oii COTPYAHNNATB. Bo Bcex 
CTpaHax, B KOTOpbix eme JKMBYT 6o6pbi HauiJiMCb CNEUMAJIHCTBI, xoTopbie Bbipa3MJiii 
CBoe HiejiaHHe HanMcaHwa paSoT corjiacHo ycTaHOBJieHHOM cxeMbi w oo aKTyaab-
HOM cocToaHKM Toro BMAA B MX CTpaHe. OAHAKO OKAAAAOCB, HTO nepBOHanaabUbiM 
njiaH onySaHKOBaiiMa Bcex 3TMX paSoT BMecTe npwmaocb ocTaBMTb. BpeMa Heo6xo-
AMMoe pa3HbiM coTpyAHHKaM 6biao oneHb HeoAMHaKOBO. B BMAy 3Toro, IHTO B oiahom 
CTpaHe AaHHbie Bbiaw noHTM roTOBbie, B APyroii eme He HanaTbi pa6oTbi B noaeBbix 
ycaoBMax. B HeKOTopbix CTpaHax Moraw SbiTb 6oabuiMe nonyaauMM 6o6poB, a B APy-
rwx 3TMX 3Bepeii 6biJio HeMHoro. OAHa CTpaHa MMeeT Sojibinwe npocTpaHCTBa, a APy-
raa Majibie. B cBa3M c STMM nocTaHOBMjiM M3AaBaTb pa6oTbi cpa3y xaK 6yAyT TOJibKO 
TOTOBbi. 3TM paSoTbi SyAyT nenaTaTbca noA oSIUHM 3araaBMeM cepwH nOA Ha3Ba-
HweM Castoriana B acypHaae Acta Theriologica. 

Ilocae M3AAHMA ueaoM cepMM Bee OTTHCKM pa6oT SYAYT co6paHbi B OTAEABHBIM 
TOM B BMAE c6opHHKa. 3TO SYAET MCHEPNBIBAIOUNHM TPYA o COSPEMEHHOM coc-
ToaHMH eBponencKoro 6o6pa. 3TOT CSOPHMK OyAeT p030CJian BceM coTpyAHHKaM, 
a TAKJKE HAYHHBIM YNPEJKAEHMAM M 3AMHTEPECOBAHHBIM AWLIAM. 

HacToainMM BbinycK COAEPJKMT paooTbi M3 JIHTOBCKOM CCP, <i>paHUMH H HlBeii-
NAPMM. PaSoTbi M3 HopBerMM. IIoabiiiM, <I>MHAAHAMM M IIlBeuMM 6YAYR M3AAHBI 
B 6JIHJKAMIHME BpeMa. Coo6iueHMa M3 APYRWX CTpan HAXOAATCA B NPMROTOBAEIIHM. 

XoTeaocb 6bi Bbipa3HTb aceaaHMe, HTO 3Ta cJjopMa Me?KAyHapoAHoro coTpyAHH-
NECTBA NPMBEAOT K UEHHBIM PE3YJIBTATAM. 
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OBECNY STAN B \ D A Ń NAD BOBREM EUROPEJSKIM, CASTOR FIBER  
L I N N A E U S , 1758, NAD KTÓRYM BYŁY PROWADZONE BADANIA Z INICJA-

TYWY MIĘDZYNARODOWEJ UNII OCHRONY PRZYRODY I JEJ ZASOBÓW 

Podczas posiedzeń Komisji Ekologicznej Międzynarodowej Unii Ochrony Przyrody 
i jej Zasobów (I.U.C.N.), które odbyły się w Edynburgu w 1956 r., w Atenach w 1958 r. 
i w Warszawie w 1960 r. stało się oczywiste, że samo poparcie badań naukowych do-
tyczących ochrony przyrody w różnych krajach nie jest wystarczające. Międzynaro-
dowa współpraca stała się pilną koniecznością, zwłaszcza w odniesieniu do gatunków 
rzadkich, wymierających, lub też jeszcze nie zagrożonych bezpośrednim wymarciem, 
lecz godnych ochrony. 

W Morges (Szwajcaria) w 1962 roku zgodzono się rozpocząć badania od niedźwie-
dzia brunatnego (Ursus arctos L i n n a e u s , 1758), rysia (Lynx lynx L i n n a e u s ,  
1758) i bobra europejskiego (Castor fiber L i n n a e u s , 1758). 

Koordynację prac nad niedźwiedziem powierzono Dr M. Helminen (Helsinki), 
a nad rysiem Prof. Dr J. Kratochvilowi z Brna. Koordynację badań nad bobrem po-
wierzono redaktorowi tego tomu. 

Po okresie przygotowań (1960 do 1962), prace nad bobrem rozpoczęły się od listu 
przesłanego przez redaktora do wszystkich znanych specjalistów z prośbą o współ-
pracę. ' fj . i'] ifrtl 

We wszystkich krajach, w których bobry jeszcze występują, znaleziono specja-
listów, którzy wyrazili chęć napisania doniesień, według ustalonego schematu, 
o aktualnym stanie tego gatunku w ich kraju. 

Pierwotny plan opublikowania wszystkich doniesień jednocześnie musiał zostać 
zaniechany, ze względu na stopień zaawansowania prac w poszczególnych krajach. 
Zdecydowano więc publikować poszczególne prace w ACTA THERIOLOGICA 
w miarę ich napływania, pod wspólnym tytułem serii — „Castoriana". Odbitki prac 
zostaną następnie zebrane w tom, który da wyczerpujące podsumowanie wiedzy 
o aktualnym stanie bobra europejskiego. 

Mamy nadzieję, że ta forma współpracy międzynarodowej doprowadzi do war-
tościowych wyników. 


