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ZENON WOŹNIAK 

A SURVEY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE BRONZE AND IRON 
AGE SITES IN POLAND IN 1978 

The Lusatian Culture 

In 1978 a large number of various sites w e r e excavated, the excavat ions being 
conducted on a small scale most ly . About 25 cemeter ies f rom various phases of the 
Lusa t ian cul ture were explored . The following sites claim special a t tent ion: Kietrz 
(34), Opole province, site 1 (M. Gedl and team, Uniwersyte t Jagielloński, K r a k ó w ) 
which yielded about 180 cremat ion graves f rom the close of BA II and f r o m B A III, 
including 10 burials in large pi ts with t races of wooden coffins (in all, over 3000 L u -
sat ian graves have been explored there); similar mater ia l s came to light a t Krzano-
wice (36), Katowice province, site 1 (M. Pawliński , Muzeum Górnośląskie, Bytom) 
w h e r e a f u r t h e r 33 cremation graves were examined. They included mostly u rn g raves 
f r o m BA II/III and III and a f e w burials in large pi ts with traces of cof f ins , one 
bur ia l was of BA V date; t he excavations at Zbrojewsko (37), Częstochowa province , 
site 3 (M. Gedl, Uniwersytet Jagiel loński , Kraków) uncovered a f u r t h e r 15 g raves f r o m 
BA V wi th stone pavements and stone settings; some graves may have con ta ined 
inhumat ions ; a f u r t h e r 45 graves f rom Ha (total 289) came to light at Baczyn (38), 
K r a k ó w province (J. Krauss , Muzeum Archeologiczne, Kraków) of which a t least 
15 were inhumations with heads to the S, and a pa r t had stone settings; t h e I l n d 
season of excavations at Madeły (23), Sieradz province, site 1 (B. Abramek, M u z e u m 
Ziemi Wieluńskiej , Wieluń; Z. Kaszewski, Muzeum Archeologiczne i E tnograf iczne , 
Łódź), revealed 31 cremation graves, mostly of t he u r n type, with stone p a v e m e n t s , 
BA V-Ha C; at Kuźnica Skakawska (22), Kalisz p rov ince (I. Jadczyk, Muzeum A r c h e o - 
logiczne i Etnograficzne, Łódź) a cremation cemetery associated with t h e n e a r b y 
ea r thwork situated at Wieruszów-Podzamcze w a s invest igated, yielding 11 g r a v e s 
f r o m Ha under stone p a v e m e n t ; at Sobiejuchy (17), Bydgoszcz province, s i te 2 
(J. Ostoja-Zagórski , J . Strzałko, Instytut Historii K u l t u r y Mater ia lnej PAN, Poznań) 
excavat ions were concluded of a cremation cemetery f r o m Ha C-D, associated w i t h 
t he n e a r b y earthwork, reveal ing a fu r ther 35 graves, most ly of t h e u rn type, and n u m e -
rous mpta l objects; the anthropological analysis has shown a high p ropor t ion of 
chi ldren 's burials; the excavat ions at Złocieniec (1), Koszalin province, site 4 (H. J a -
nocha, F. J . Lachowicz, Muzeum Okręgowe, Koszalin) revealed 66 cremat ion g raves 
f r o m BA IV-V, par t of which had stone settings; site 14 a t Byszyno (3), Koszal in p ro-
vince (H. Machajewski , A. Sikorski , Uniwersyte t A. Mickiewicza, Poznań) y ie lded 
37 cremat ion graves, BA V-Ha , including numerous u r n graves wi th s tone set t ings , 
and 8 hear ths (associated w i t h the burial rites?); a robbed ba r row wi th t w o con-
centr ic stone circles, possibly BA IV-V, was examined in ba r row-grave cemete ry 
II at Siemirowice (7), S łupsk province (A. Szymańska , Muzeum Archeologiczne, 
Gdańsk) . 

Moreover, near ly 40 se t t l emen t sites of the Lusa t i an cul ture were exp lored . Im-
por t an t results were obtained a t the ear thwork f r o m H A D at Strobin (24), S ie radz 
prov ince (Z. Kaszewski, M u z e u m Archeologiczne i Etnograf iczne, Łódź), w h e r e d u r i n g 
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Map s h o w i n g i m p a r t a n t archaeological sites of t h e Bronze and I ron Age, invest igated 
in 1978. N u m b e r s of t h e points on t h e m a p correspond to t h e n u m b e r s a f t e r the place-

- n a m e s in tex t 

the IVth season p a r t of t he r a m p a r t of box construct ion w a s exp lored and 2 fa i r ly 
large h u t s w i t h s tone h e a r t h s in t h e i r m i d d l e w e r e uncovered . Reconnaissance inve -
st igat ions w e r e conducted at Ostrowite Trzemeszeńskie (20), Bydgoszcz province 
(W. Śmig ie l sk i , A. Wawrzyński , I n s t y t u t Histori i Ku l tu ry M a t e r i a l n e j PAN, Poznań) 
where a c u t t i n g was m a d e th rough t h e clay r ampar t w i t h a capp ing of stone and 
ear th a n d w i t h a s tone forewal l on t h e outside, and w h e r e pos t bui ldings of Ha D 
date, w i t h w a t t l e - a n d - d a u b walls, w e r e recorded inside t h e enc losure . 

Of t h e n u m e r o u s open se t t lements e x a m i n e d in 1978 t h e fo l lowing have yielded 
no tewor thy r e su l t s : Grzybiany (33), L e g n i c a province, s i te 1 (Z. Bukowsk i and t eam, 
Ins tytut H i s to r i i K u l t u r y Mater ia lne j P A N , Warszawa) w h e r e a m a j o r pa r t of a bronze 
workshop assoc ia ted wi th se t t lement p h a s e II (Ha C?) a n d p a r t of a road buil t of 
logs a n d g r o u n d beams were explored ; in addit ion to 2 c o m p l e t e cast ing moulds and 
f r a g m e n t s of a b o u t 800, t h e f inds cons i s t ed of casting spoons, crucibles , a f inger - r ing , 
a bronze p e n d a n t in t h e shape of a m i n i a t u r e bul l? , 4 p i n t a d e r a s , corn grains, acorns, 
malacological a n d palynological s amples ; a f u r t h e r 33 f e a t u r e s of var ious kinds (pit 
dwell ings, p i ts , hear ths ) we re d i scovered in the BA se t t lement a t Kłopotów (32), Leg-
nica p r o v i n c e (J . Gołubkow, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Wrocław), one pit dwell ing con-
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t a ined numerous stones — p e r h a p s a ruined wall; at Inowrocław (18), Bydgoszcz p r o -
vince, s i te 95 (A. Cof ta -Broniewska , and team, Un iwer sy t e t A. Mickiewicza, Poznań ) 
over 90 pits f rom the close of BA and from Ha w e r e discovered; at Wylazłów (27), 
Sieradz province, sites 3 and 4 (R. Rogosz, E. Cnot l iwy, Pracownie Konserwac j i Z a -
by tków, Szczecin) two se t t l ements (Ha C-D and BA IV-Ha D) were invest igated, re -
vea l ing a large number of va r ious features; the discoveries in Kraków (39) -B ieżanów 
Gaj (K. Reguła, Muzeum Żup Krakowskich, Wieliczka) included a f u r t h e r hu t , 
3 hea r ths , 11 pits, 2 grooves, BA III-Ha, and 2 querns tones ; the set t lement s i t ua t ed 
on the nor th-eas tern pe r iphe ry of the Lusatian cu l tu re at Rybaki (15), Łomża pro-
vince, s i te 1 (J. Deptuła, M u z e u m Okręgowe, Łomża) yie lded 1 pit dwelling and 9 pits 
f r o m BA V-Ha. 

The Pomeranian (Wejherowo-Krotoszyn) Culture 

A b o u t 10 cemeteries and severa l settlements of t he Pomeranian culture w e r e in-
ves t iga ted in 1978. The fo l lowing sites claim a t ten t ion : Klukowo (11), Piła p rov ince , 
s i te 2 (J. Skrzypek, Muzeum Okręgowe, Koszalin) — 2 single cist graves, Ha D, an d 
23 se t t l ement features (pit dwel l ings , hearths, ovens); Orle (12), Bydgoszcz p r o v i n c e 
(W. Kuczkowski , Muzeum Okręgowe, Bydgoszcz) — a f u r t h e r 4 cist graves, H a D; 
Janówek (28), Warszawa province , site 1 (J. Głosik, M. Dessoulavy, Pańs twowe M u -
zeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) — t h e IIIrd season of excavations brought to l ight 
1 bell g r a v e (urn burial benea th an inverted vessel), 3 semi-subter ranean huts , 2 pi ts , 
a h e a r t h and a primitive po t t e ry kiln with a grate , Ea r ly pre-Roman period; Idziko-
wice (34), Opole province, site A (K. Spychała, Biuro Dokumentac j i Zabytków, Opo-
le )— 27 graves, mostly of the u r n type, Early p re -Roman period, 4 hearths; Zbrojewsko 
(37), Częstochowa province, s i te 1 (B. Gedl, U n i w e r s y t e t Jagielloński, K r a k ó w ) — 
1 bell g r a v e (urn burial b e n e a t h an inverted vessel) — the f irs t burial of the E a r l y 
p r e - R o m a n period to be discovered in this area. 

The Przeworsk Culture 

In 1978 over 30 sites of t h e Przeworsk cul ture w e r e excavated. More i m p o r t a n t 
resu l t s w e r e yielded by the fol lowing sites: Kamieńczyk (30), Ostrołęka p r o v i n c e 
(T. Dąbrowska, A. Urbańska, Pańs twowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) w h e r e 
t h e Vth season of excavations yielded a fur ther 95 c remat ion graves in the w e s t e r n 
p a r t of t h e site; a f ew of these da t e f rom Late p r e - R o m a n phase III (one g r ave con-
ta ined a two-edged sword and an imported open-work scabbard), and the m a j o r i t y 
come f r o m phases B1 and B2 of t he Roman period — t h e f inds included a t w o - e d g e d 
sword an d brooches of A 67 type; Zgliczyn-Pobodzy (13), Ciechanów p r o v i n c e 
(A. Grzymkowski , Muzeum Ziemi Zawkrzeńskiej , Mława) — the fea tures e x p l o r e d 
consis ted of several cremation graves and pits of the Ea r ly Roman period an d of 1 
g rave of t h e Lubieszewo type — this was an inhumat ion bur i a l deposited in a t i m b e r -
- laced stonesetting, 4.5X2.5 m i n size; the grave goods included 3 clay pots, a b r o n z e 
ladle, a s i lver A 75 brooch, a b r o n z e brooch inlaid wi th si lver, 2 mounts of d r i n k i n g -
-horns , s t rap-ends, 24 dice of glass substance, f r agments of chains and rivets of b r o n z e , 
t h e t h i rd season of excavations a t Modła (14), Ciechanów province, site 1 (A. G r z y m -
kowski , Muzeum Ziemi Zawkrzeńsk ie j , Mława) r evea led 1 inhumation and n e a r l y 
40 cremat ions , mostly in urns , f r o m phases B1 and B 2 of t he Roman per iod, a n d 
a concent ra t ion of stones; d u r i n g the Und season of excavat ions at Łajski (29), W a r -
szawa province (A. Kruk, M. Kulisiewicz, Pracownie Konserwac j i Zabytków, W a r -
szawa) 58 cremation graves f r o m phases B1-C1 of t h e R o m a n period were exp lo red ; 
a t Wylazłów (27), Sieradz province , site 3 a (R. Rogosz, Pracownie Konserwac j i Z a -
by tków, Szczecin) a bar row w i t h a stone circle and t races of a grave pit was exp lo red ; 
th is w a s probably a prince's of g rave of the Roman per iod, now robbed; the e x c a -
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vations at Konopnica (25), Sieradz province, site 7 (B. Abramek , Muzeum Ziemi Wie-
luńskiej , Wieluń) yielded a f u r t h e r 30 cremation graves (70 in all), usually of the 
pit type, terra sigillata, bronze o rnamen t s of Celtic origin; in the I X t h season of 
excavations a t Strobin (24), Sieradz province, site 3 (B. Abramek , Muzeum Ziemi 
Wieluńskiej , Wieluń) excavations w e r e concluded of the se t t l ement built on an oval 
plan, revea l ing 2 hea r ths and 2 hu t s of the Early Roman period, wi th imported 
painted po t t e ry and remains of a loom in one hut; a t Siemiechów (26), Sieradz pro-
vince, site 2 (M. Jażdżewska, Muzeum, Pabianice) a fu r the r 4 semi-sub te r ranean huts 
of t he La te R o m a n period were uncovered; one of the hu ts contained a wooden barrel 
placed in a special pit; other discoveries made there included 2 hear ths , pits, an 
iron sickle an d large amount of whee l -made pottery; excavat ions w e r e continued of 
the cemete ry at Zadowice (21), Kalisz province, site 1 (E. Kaszewska, Muzeum 
Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, Łódź) uncovering 7 graves f r o m the close of the 
Late p r e - R o m a n period and 2 of t h e Roman period as wel l as a pit wi th two 
layers of s tone paving, filled wi th a s h and charcoal; one of t h e pre-Roman graves 
(no. 773) contained a bronze mirror , 4 clay pots, a knife, a spearhead, a profiled 
mount ing of bronze; the discoveries a t Inowrocław (18), Bydgoszcz province, site 95  
(A. Cof ta -Bron iewska and team, Uniwersy te t A. Mickiewicza, Poznań) included 
9 huts, 4 a n i m a l burials , over 30 domest ic features (ovens, hea r ths , a tar-pi t ) of the 
Roman per iod, numerous corn grains and imported objects; a t Polanowice (19), Byd-
goszcz p rovince , site 3 (B. Dzieduszycka, Instytut Historii K u l t u r y Mater ia lnej PAN, 
Poznań) severa l pits of the Early R o m a n period and a pit containing numerous 
skeletons of dogs a r ranged in three layers came to light; t he site at Przemyśl-Za-
sanie (41), P rzemyś l province (W. Koperski , Muzeum Okręgowe, Przemyśl) yielded 
1 hut and 2 pi ts of the La te Roman period, one with remains of horn-working (half 
finished p roduc t s and was te material) ; the investigations of s i te IX at Wieliczka (40), 
Kraków prov ince (K. Reguła, Muzeum Żup Krakowskich, Wieliczka) yielded another 
pit of t he L a t e p r e -Roman period, containing sherds of pa in ted and graphi te vessels. 
Moreover 4 pits , 3 hea r ths and 1 rec tangula r groove f ea tu re f r o m phase B2 of the 
Roman period h a v e come to light. 

The Oksywie, Wielbark and Baltian Cultures 

About 10 si tes of the Oksywie cu l tu re were investigated in 1978. Attent ion should 
be called to s i te 39 a t Dębczyno (4), Koszal in province (A. Sikorski , E. Machajewski , 
Uniwersytet A. Mickiewicza, Poznań) which yielded 7 c remat ion graves f r o m the 
turn of the 1st cent. B.C-1st cent. A.D., including a war r io r ' s g rave wi th complete 
equipment (int. al. a one-edged sword); and to site 4 at Łężyce (8), Gdańsk province 
(O. Felczak, M u z e u m Archeologiczne, Gdańsk) where par t of a set t lement of that 
period w a s exp lored (1 semi-sub te r ranean hut, 1 pit, 2 (hearths). 

Excavat ions were conducted on over 10 sites of the Wielbark culture, of which the 
following should be ment ioned: Odry (10), Bydgoszcz p rov ince (M. Trzciński and 
team, Uniwersy te t , Łódź) — in the X I I I t h excavation season 13 flat graves of the 
Roman period, inc luding 9 inhumat ion and 1 stone circle, were discovered; Grzybni-
ca (5), Koszalin province (R. Wołągiewicz, Muzeum Narodowe, Szczecin) — excava-
tions were cont inued in the neighbourhood of barrows, yielding 8 f la t graves f rom 
phases B2-B2/C1 of the Roman period, covered with pavemen t s or with pavements 
and stone circles (up to 3), b i r i tua l bur ia ls ; t h e fea tures explored dur ing the IVth 
season of excavat ion at Leśno (9), Bydgoszcz province (K. Walenta , Uniwersytet , 
Łódź) included 1 ba r row with stone circles and with an u rn bur ia l inside, 2 stone 
circles su r rounding an u rn grave, and a pi t burial (2nd-3rd cent . A.D.); at Orle (12), 
Bydgoszcz province, site 2 (W. Kuczkowski , Muzeum Okręgowe, Bydgoszcz) 1 ba r row 
with a s tone circle was examined; t h e discoveries at Głuszyno (6), Słupsk province, 
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si te 1 (T. P rasowska , M u z e u m , Lębork) included a b a r r o w wi th a s tone p a v e m e n t 
and a wooden coff in conta in ing a n inhumat ion (3 brooches , a necklace of beads) , a n d 
2 f l a t g r a v e s of t he La te R o m a n period; t he IVth season of excavat ions at Dębczyno 
(4), Kosza l in province, site 6 (A. Żak, H. Macha jewsk i , Un iwer sy t e t A. Mick iewicza , 
Poznań) yielded 12 s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n huts a r r a n g e d in a semicircle, 17 p i t s , 75 
h e a r t h s , 1 charcoal-pi le , n u m e r o u s t races of pos t -bu i ld ings represent ing 3 h a b i t a t i o n 
p h a s e s of t he L a t e R o m a n p e r i o d , 2 ro ta t ion que rns tones , a glass vessel of Egg. 213 
type; a t Rzyszczewo (2), Kosza l in province, site 14 (H. Macha jewsk i , A. S i k o r s k i , 
U n i w e r s y t e t A. Mickiewicza, Poznań) 26 c remat ion g raves of the Ea r ly R o m a n 
per iod w e r e discovered; a t Nadkole (31), Siedlce p r o v i n c e (A. Urbańska , P a ń s t w o w e 
M u z e u m Archeologiczne, War szawa) a f u r t h e r 17 pi t g raves and 2 u r n g r a v e s of 
p h a s e C1 of the Roman period c a m e to l ight. 

T h e a r ea which in the R o m a n period was occupied by the West Bal t ian c u l t u r e 
con t inued to be invest igated. A t Sterławki Wielkie (26), S u w a ł k i province (K. L e n a r -
czyk, M u z e u m Okręgowe, Suwa łk i ) f u r t h e r par ts of t h e cemete ry f r o m the la te p h a s e 
of t h e L a t e Roman period w e r e invest igated, revea l ing 6 u r n graves and 26 b u r i a l s 
in pi ts . 




