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HUNTING AND COMBAT WEAPONS IN THE MYCENAEAN WORLD AND HITTITE ANATOLIA

Ancient Greek authors often drew a parallel between
combat and hunting. In Homer’s Iliad Idomeneus is
compared to a mountain boar struggling with nunters as
he fights off Trojans (ffiad/ 13.467-472). Surrounded by
the enemy, Odysseus fights like a boar in a thicket. The
Trojans are transformed into human hunters and Oddys-
seus is a wild beast who turns and fights his attackers ((Wiad
11.413-420). Ajax strides around like a mountain boar, “who
scatters dogs and strong young men with ease, as it wheels
through forest clearings” (fliad{ 17.364-367). Recurring to
the Homeric comparisons, Xenophon (ca 430-354 BC) also
emphasized the connection between hunting and war. In
his treatise On Humiingg he states: “Therefore 1 charge the
young not to despise hunting or any other schooling. For
these are the means by which men become good in war...”
(Cymgeticuss 18).

This warlike symbolism of hunting occurs in Mycenaean
art from the very beginning. The lion hunt shown on the blade
of a dirk from Shaft Grave IV at Mycenae (16® century BC)
can hardly be considered a real act of hunting (Fig. 1)*. In this
scene a phalanx-like formation composed of heavy infan-
try armed with long spears (éyxog) and large body shields
(eaikog) is attacked by a lion, whereas two other animals try
to escape. 1 have my doubts, however, about this being the
way of hunting lions. There is also a close parallel among
combat scenes. A similar formation of warriors is depicted
on the silver battle krater from the same Mycenae shaft grave
(Fig. 2)% Especially, the group of soldiers on the right side
closely resembles the hunters’ formation described above.

! P.Cassola Guida, Le armi difensivee dei Miceneei nele feigutezi-
orii, “Incunabula Graeca”, LVI, Roma 1973, pp. 117-118 (no. 4),
with references.

2 A. Sakellariou, Un cratiee dérggant aver sciwe de ha-
taillle provearatnt de la Ve tomidee de Myeitwes, [in:] Attii e mesmo-
rie del Jo Congressso inereainoalele di  mikesoddgigia, vol. I,
Roma 1968, pp. 262-265; ead., Un craitdee dargeen: aver seadme
de bamillde praveannint de la IVe tomilse de I'arepplsle de Mylyétres,
“Antike Kunst”, 17, 1974, pp. 3-20, with references, F. Blakolmer,
The Silesr Baitlée Kuaieerffiom Shailt Gramee IV ar Mreoaee: Eriilionce
of Fighinigg "FRieses “ on Minfoon Palksee Walls at Knsses3?, [in:]
EPOS: Reconsidering Greek Epie and Aegean Bronze Age Arche-
ology, eds. R. Laffineur, S. Moktis “Aegaeum™, 28, Liége 2007,
pp. 213224

Eig. L. Lion hunt on the blade of a dirk from Shaft Grave IV
at Mycenae, 16th century BC.

Eig. 2. Combat scene on the silver battle krater from Shaft Grave IV
at Mycenae, 16th century BC.

The soldiers clash on the battle field as the hunters and the
lion clash in the said hunting scene, in accordance with the
existent iconographie pattern. The only difference between
the warriors and the hunters is that the latter do not wear
helmets.

Concerning the hunt, it is rather the lion to win a victory,
considering that it is the central figure of the whole com-
position and it has already killed one of the hunters lying
on the ground. This scene may be therefore interpreted as
an allegory in which a hero in the disguise of a lion defeats
his enemies. It also brings to mind many allegoric battle
scenes in Iliad. Suffice it to mention here two examples. As
Agamemnon attacks, he is compared to a lion that kills young
deer. The Greek king is made into a fierce lion which chases
after the young of his prey. He is so fierce that the Trojans
cannot defend themselves against him. They can merely try
to run away from the rampaging king (ffiad/ 11.113-121). On
another occasion, no Trojan’s heart was brave enough to fight
against Menelaus, who attacked as a mountain lion snatching
the finest heifer from a grazing herd, “while around it dogs
and herdsmen cry out in distress, again and again, but at a dis-
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tance, unwilling to confront the beast, pale in the grip of fear”
(Wiat! 17.77-86). The heroic combat with a lion is attested in
Aegean and Near Eastern iconography until the end of the
Bronze Age and later on. A good example is a swordsman
fighting a lion on a 12" century BC ivory mirror handle from
Kouklia, Cyprus (Fig. 3)*. Thus, the Homeric comparisons to
the victorious lion and the lion hunt refer to the Mycenaean
tradition, still alive in the Greek world in the time of the com-
position of 1liad.

Other hunting scenes from the early phase of the Myce-
naean period appear realistic, for example, a stag hunt with an
archer shooting arrows from the speeding chariot on a gold
ring from Shaft Grave IV at Mycenae (Eig. 4)* and a boar
hunt on a chalcedony stamp seal from the Vapheio tholos
tomb (first half of the 15" century BC)(Fig. 5)°, although
both representations must have also had a symbolic signifi-
cance, especially the boar hunt. As mentioned above, Greek
heroes are frequently compared in Iliad to a mountain boar as
they fight off Trojans. Such big game was certainly reserved
for royal or aristocratic hunters.

In the 14" and 13" centuries BC, hunting scenes belonged
to the common motifs in wall paintings from the Mycenaean
palaces at Tiryns and Pylos. In the boar hunt with a pack of
hounds on a fresco from Tiryns the huntsman sticks a pig
with a spear (Fig. 6)°, like on the above mentioned stamp seal
from Vapheio. Another fresco from Pylos shows a man hurl-
ing a spear at a deer that stays on the other side of the river
(Fig. 7)". The stag hunt in the landscape with a river became
a topos in the Aegean iconography. Such a scene zppears,
for instance, on a 13" century BC larnax from Grave 11
at Armenoi Rethymno in Crete (Eig. 8)°.

} H.G. Buchholz, V. Karageorghis, AWigsiss undiitfprogs, Ti-
bingen 1971, no. 1748; J.C. Poursat, Les ivoires mycétiéess, Paris
1977, pp. 159-160, PL. XVI.4.

4 A. Sakkelariou, Diz mingiéshban und mykerisshban Siegs! des
Natiiowdimsesevsns in Aitery, “Corpus der minoischen und myke-
nischen Siegel”, I, Berlin 1964, no. 15; J.H. Crouwel, Chaviaigs @nd
otthen- meanss of land tramapestt in Bronzee Age Greewe, “Allard Pier-
son Series”, 3, Amsterdarn 1981, p. 158 (G2), with references.

5 A. Sakkelariou, Die mimgitnbkan und mykenischban Stiggdl...,
no. 227; ead., Mykenadlike Sfraggidoblifia, Athenai 1966, pp. 10, 62,
Fig. 8a; Jag! und/ Fisciifngg, “Archaeologia Homerica”, 11(J), eds.
H.G. Buchholz, G. Johrens, 1. Maull, Géttingen 1973, p. 77, Fig. 22.
See also J. Borchhardt, Homerissbie Helinee. Hellnifomeen dev Agpais
in ihrem Bezdrhnggen zu orieniatlisbéren und ewepiiichben Hidwen
in dew Bronzse- und ffkihken Eisemedti, Mainz a. Rhein 1972, p. 31
(cat. 3) for other representations of the boar hunt in Mycenaean
iconography:.

6 G. Rodenwaldt, Tiryns IT: Die Eresiéem des Palkwttss, Athens
1912, pp. 125ff.; F. Matz, Kretty, Mykeniee, Troja. Dile mimviéshke and
die homanischke Wielt, Stuttgart 1956, Pl. 102.

7 P. Cassola Guida, Le arwii difemsiiee dei Micemedi..., p. 127
(no. 24a), PIl.XX.1.

8 C. Long, Theyia Triadha Sarcopiaages: A Study of Lave Mi-
noam and Mywmnesenn Furreayy Prantiices arnd Belliify, “Studies in
Mediterranean Archaeology”, XLI, Goteborg 1974, pp. 24, 36, 40,
56, 61, Fig. 40.
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Fig. 3. Swordsman fighting a lion on an ivery mirror handle from
Kouklia, Cyprus, 12th eentury BE.

—

Fig. 4. Stag hunt on a gold ring from Shaft Grave IV at Myeenas,
16th century BC,

—

s
e—

Fig. 5. Boar hunt on a chalcedony stamp seal from the Vapheio
tholos tomb, first half of the 15th century BC.
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Fig. 6. Boar hunt with a pack of hounds on a fresco from the
palace at Tiryns, 14th century BC.

Fig. 7. Stag hunt on a fresco from the palace at Pylos, 13th century BC.

Fig. 8. Stag hunt on a larnax from Grave 11 at Armenoi Rethymno,
Crete, 13th century BC.

Contemporanenusly, the boar and stag hunt is
attested in Hittite iconography. On a votive bronze bowl
from Kimk-Kastamonu, offered by an aristocrat mamed
Taprammii, a contemporary of king Tuthaliya IV (second
half of the 13" century BC), stag-hunting and pig-sticking
are depicted in two registers below the rim on the imside
of the bowl (Fig. 9)°. The archer with a tame stag, shoot-
ing arrows at a herd of deer, is easily recognizable as the
Stag-god Kurumti(ya), who is named °"LAMMA LIL/
gimatis PLAMMA or CERVUE, DBLES*463/Zi (the Tute-
lary God or the Stag-god/Kurumti(ya) of the Countryside)
in Hittite cuneiform texts and in Hieroglyphic Luwian
inscriptions respectivelly®. A seal impression of the same
Taprammii from Nigantepe in the Hittite capital Hattusa
shows him pouring a libation to the Stag-god of the King'’.
The hunting scenes on the Taprammi bowl have paralieis in
relief scenes on the city walls in Alacahdyiik from the very
end of the Hittite kingdom (last decades of the 13™ century
BC))(Fig. 10)"2.

The Tutelary God of the Countryside appears also (with
his consort Aila) in the text of the EMIRGAZIL altars from the
times of Tuthaliya IV*3, as well as in hieroglyphic imscrip-
tions of the first millennium BC'. The hunting aspect of
the Stag-god is emphasized in the new EMIRGAZI frag-
ment and the YALBURT block (10 § 4-5), referring to king
Tuthaliya IV: “The Stag-god loves(?), and 1 (am) Hero,

® K. Emre, A. Cinaroglu, A Growp of Metsl! Hitiite Kessels firom
Kimiekiatermoranu, [in:] Aspeotes of Art and! Iconsgegry: Axetolia
and! its Neiighbos;s, Svaditas in Honarr offi¥irse: Ozgiiig, eds. M.J. Mel-
link, E. Porada, T. Ozgiic, Ankara 1993, pp. 684ff. and Fig. 23; R.M.
Czichon, Zw Kompasitioon dev: TaprammiiSSoalele, “Istanbuler Mit-
teilungen”, 45, 1994, pp. 5-12; C. Mora, Three Metal! Bowmlés, [in:]
Beliiss Dingad! veAdii Dinged! 'a Avmeggan. WITA: Festecbhififi in Monor
of BoMiss Dinged! andl Al Dinged/, eds. M. Alparslan, M. Dogan-
Alpasslan, H. Peker, Istanbul 2007, p. 516. For Taprammi, see L.
D’Alifonsoe, Le piesceine guidabike itfiee in Swia (XIW sec. AC.),
“Studia Mediterranean, 17, Pavia 2005, pp. 169-170 note 616.

¥ G. McMahon, The Hittitee State Cult of the Tutelary Dei-
ties, “Assyriological Studies”, 25, Chicago 1991, pp. 44ff.; J.D.
Hawkins, The Stag-@sod of the Counttigidde amd Relltbed Proddiams,
[in:] Indly Zmeppaan Perspeetitiors: Studiass in Honour of Mwea Mor-
punge Dauiéss, ed. J.H.W. Penney, Oxford 2004, pp. 355-369.

" S. Herbordt, Diie Primzer- umd Beaméesivigge! der: Methi-
tischam Grossusichbaeitjt, “Bogazkoy-Hattusa™, XIX, Berlin 2005,
no. 409.

2 p Taracha, The Iconugaphteic Prograemm of the Rellifs on the
Town Walls in Alarabigiikif, forthcoming.

3 J.D. Hawkins, The Hieraydyphlvc Insanipidon of the Sa-
cred! Pooll Compléxx at Hatttssa (SUBHIRRY), “Studien zu den
Bogazkoy-Texten”, Beiheft 3, Wiesbaden 1995, pp. 86ff,; id.,
Tudalliga the Hunteey, [in:] The Life am! Times of Hattuéilii IW end
Tuthallijyaa IV: Procsecitiggs of a Symgasiinm Helli! in Honmur of J.
de Roess, 12-13 Deegwbber 2008, Leiidfer, ed. ThP.J. van den Hout,
Leiden 2006, pp. 54ff.

¥ M. Hutter, Der «Scttuttggoirt dev Flur» in hibioghlypaendtoi-
schhem Textew, [in:] Studitn Amattiidaa et Maria: Mékaiges offents au
Proffisseenr Reni Letbram, “Collection KUBABA, Série Antiquité”,
VI, eds. M. Mazoyer, O. Casabonne, vol. 1, Paris 2004, pp. 381-391.
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Fig. 9. Boar and stag hunt on the Hittite bowi of Taprammi from Kinik-Kastameny, 13th eentury BC.

D

)
o

Fig. 10. Hittite reliefs on the city walls in Alacah8yiik (reconstruction), last decades of the 13th eentury BE.

Field-Master(?), Hunter(?), Great King™™. A distant echo of
this 13" century BC topos can be found in the 8™ century
BC BOHCA inscription (§4-5), itself apparently celebrating
a successful hunt: “I am good to Runtiya, here he grants to
me the beasts (as?) samaypa (or: the samayea beasts)™S,

This textual evidence proves the religious aspect of big
game hunting and its being reserved for royal hunts. Pre-
sumably, this is also the case of the Mycenaean hunt, as
suggested by Homer, even though, due to the lack of the
relevant Linear B texts, it is difficult to interpret a very
probable, symbolic aspect of the hunting scenes on the wall
paintings from Tiryns and Pylos.

A fresco fragment from the palace at Tiryns will be
a good starting point in the following discussion of the topic
of this paper (Fig. 11). It shows an aristocratic hunter on
the march, with two light spears against his left shoulder’.
The question is whether the set of two spears was primar-
ily used in hunting or on the battle field. Unfortuntely,
the iconographie evidence known to date is rather scarce.

5 J.D. Hawkins, TudWallijza the Huntser..,., pp. 58-59.

% J.D. Hawkins, Corpuss of Alsroaypiikic Luwidan Inssejptions.
Kal. 1. Trsanijpigoss of the from Age, “Studies in Indo-European Lan-
guage and Culture”, 8/1, Berlin-New York 2000, p. 479; id., Tud-
haligza the Hamegr.,., p. 60.

Y P. Cassola Guida, Le armii dijfénsivee dei Micsesi..., pp. 124
(no. 17), 126 (no. 22b), with references; O. Hockmann, Lamze und
Spear;, [in:] Krikggwessen, Teil 2: Amgriffiwaiigfer, “Archaeologia
Homerica”, I(E.2), ed. H.G. Buchholz, Géttingen 1980, pp. E288-
290, Eig. 74a-b; id., Lamzer und Speene der dgéisutleen BReommagelt
und! des Ubergamgss zwr Eisemadtt, [in;] H.6. Buchholz, Aitirche
Bromzeeéit, Darmstadt 1987, p. 543, Fig. 89.
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The set of two spears as combat weapons is attested in the
Aegean iconography as early as the mid 15" century BC on
the well-known fresco of the Captain of the Blacks from the
palace at Knosses™. On the above mentioned 14" century
BC wall paintings from Tiryns the two spears are wielded
by hunters only. Later on, however, they mostly occur in
combat contexts again, which is certainly due to our limited
source basis. On Late Helladic 1IIC vases from Tiryns and
Lefkandi (12* century BC) not only the infantry but also the
chariot crews are occasionally armed with two spears', on
account of the fact that the chariot units in the late Myce-
naean period were in reality the chariot-borne infantry.
Functional sets oftwo spears were also found in many My-
cenaean warrior graves. Suffice it to mention here the burial
assemblages from chamber tombs 47 and 77 at Mycenae®,

8 p Cassola Guida, Le armii difensivee dei Mitcerwi..,
pp. 121-122 (no. 11), with references; O. Hockmann, Liomzz..,
p. E288, Fig. 73.

¥ 0. Héckmann, Lamzz..., pp. E288, 290, Fig. 75; V. Ka-
rageorghis, E. Vermeule, Myeenagaan Pictoriah! Wase Hesirting,
Cambridge, Mass.-London 1982, pp. 221 (X1.18&28), 223 (X1.61),
with references.

% 0. Hockmann, Lanze und Speer im spétminoissiodrer und myke-
nisctisen Grietieetdnad, “Jahrbuch des Romisch-Germamiischen Zen-
tralmuseums Mainz”, 27, 1980, pp. 134 (D 4 & 16), 142 (G 11-13),
146 (H 30); R.AJ. Avila, Bronzaree Lanzarn- und Plilbgitzean der
griraisshéen Spétlinavaeeeitjt, “Préhistorische Bronzefunde”, V.1,
Miinchen 1983, pp. 34 (no. 70), 38-39 (nos. 83-85), 55 (nos. 118-
119); A. Xenaki-Sakkelariou, Hoii thalamoodi tafoi ton MFevon.
Hrasiledfes Ch. Tsountar (1887-18998), Paris 1985, pp. 121, 124 (Xk
2480-2482), Pls. 33 & IX; p. 213 (XA 2937.1-4), Pis 98 & IX.
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Fig. 11. Mycenaean hunter wielding two spears on a fresco from
the palace at Tiryns, 14th century BC.

Tragana®, Athens (grave 16)%, Volos (ancient Iolkos)®, Maz-
araki Zitsas in Epeirus®, Diakata on Kephallenia®®, Asclepieum
on Cos®, and Kato Lakkos Archanes in Crete?’.

In some of these spearheads occurring in twos in the
graves formal differences between the blades are observable,
which allows us to assume that the function of the spears in
combat was not the same. One spearhead from Mazaraki Titsas
is distinguished by a midrib and an incised ornament, whereas

2 0. Hockmann, Lanzze und! Speer;, p. 136 (D 38-39); R.AL.
Avila, Bronzaree Lanzarn- und Pigilkgptzeen, pp. 22-23 (nos. 44-45).

2 ML.A. Pantelidou, Haii praiéteoikidio; Aittenrai;, Athenai 1975,
pp. 97-106, esp. 100 (nos. 18-19), 104 Fig. 44e; O. Hockmann,
Vanzze und/ Spear;, p. 146 (H 28-29); R.A.J. Avila, Bronzayre [caizen-
und/ Péilkgptzeen, p. 34 (nos. 73-74).

3 D. P. Theocharis, M. Theochari, Ek tou nelvataigicou tes lol-
kow, “Archaiologika Analekta ex Athenon”, 3, 1970, pp. 201-202,
Fig. 8; O. Hockmann, Lanzee und/ Spear, p. 136 (D 43); R.AJ. Avila,
Bromnzanee Lanzzapn- und] Piéilisgptzeen, p. 15 (no. 28).

% 1. P. Vokotopoulou, Neuii kibetitschbewioi tafoii tes YE B-G
pentboldoy ex Epeinowy, “Archaiologike Efemeris”, Athenai 1969,
pp. 191ff, Figs. 4-6, Pl. 27, O. HSckmann, Lanzee und Sppser,
pp. 136 (D 41), 138 (E 3); R.A.J. Avila, Bronmzanee Lanzarn- wnd
Pieilbppizgen, pp. 69-71 (nos. 143-144); Th.J. Papadopoulos, Zum
Sttt clev Bronzezeifgtaciningng in Epeifess, [in] H.G. Buchholz,
Agisshhe Bronzszebiz, Darmstadt 1987, p. 375 Fig. 971+,

% N. Kyparisses, Keféilépigkis, “Archaiologikon Deltion”, 5,
1919, p. 120, Fig. 36; A. Snodgrass, Eant)y Greeik Avmmur. and! aap-
ons ffiwm the Erdl of the Bremzze Agee to 600 B.C.,, Edinburgh 1964,
p. 120 (type C); R.A.J. Avila, Bronzanee Lanzesn- undl Piéilgizeen, p.
63 (nos. 134-135).

% L. Morricone, Coo — Scanii e scopertée nel ‘Seragiiv' e in
localité) mimanti (1935-1093%), “Annuario délla Scuola archeologi-
ca di Atene”, 50-51, 1972-1973, pp. 253, 256-261, Fig. 204-209;
O. H8ckmann, Lanzee und/ Spessr, pp. 139 (F 15), 140 (F 21).

2 E. Sapouna-Sakellaraki, Avcitamss & ['nogae myyééiienme,
“Bulletin de correspondance hellénique™, 114/1, 1990, p. 75.

Eig. 12. Two spearheads from Mazaraki Zitsas, Epeirus, 13th cen-
tury BC.

the blade of the second spearhead is flat (Fig. 12). One of
the two spearheads found in the Tragana tholos tomb is dec-
orated with a very similar motif. Yet this is the only differ-
ence between both spearheads, which are identical in shape
and size as if they had been cast in one mould. The Tragana
spearheads can be dated to the beginning of the 14" cen-
tury BC, thus being the earliest of all the spearheads men-
tioned above. Concerning the two spearheads of Hockmann
type D from chamber tomb 47 in the Panagia cemetery at
Mycenae, Avila has pointed out that the centre of gravity in
the broader one is placed in the lower part of its blade. As
a result, it was much more effective as a thrusting weapon in
hand-to-hand fighting than the second spear with a slender,
lanceolate blade.

The set of two spears (8uo 8oiipe) that is mentioned
many times in Homer was in common use in first millen-
nium BC Greece and the way it was used in combat has
been much debated in the previous literature®®. As said,
the spearheads usually differ in size, and sometimes also
in other features, for example, the centre of gravity. It has
been argued that the smaller one belonged to the spear
which was used also for hurling, rather like a long javelin,
whereas the second spear served as a thrusting weapon in
hand-to-hand fighting. On the march an infantryman very
often carried them in one hand. And this is also how the two
spears are wielded by the aristocratic hunter on the above
mentioned fresco fragment from Tiryns (Fig. 1L).

Most scholars presumed that the method of fighting with
two spears had its origin in the Aegean and was introduced

% W. Reichel, Homerisshée Waffen. Mrctiiddgisiiche Ukter-
suctiumggan, 2nd edition, Wien 1901, p. 31; H.L. Lorimer, /fomer
and! the Momimeetss, London 1950, pp. 257ff.; A. Snodgrass, Early
Greelk Avmmpouwr..., pp. L36ffT; J.G.P. Best, Thraciam Peltasiss and/ #beir
Influentec on Greelt Warfave, Groningen 1969, p. 5; O. Héckmann,
Lanzee und Speatr, pp. 112fF.
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Fig. 13. Cult scene on the neck of the Hittite stag rhyten in the Sehimmel eollsetion, 14th-13th eentury BE:

into Syria and Palestine by the Sea People armies. As
a matter of fact, apart from Seti I's relief in the Amun tem=
ple at Karnak from the first quarter of the 13" eentury BC,
which depicts a Canaanite Shoshu tribesman grasping twoe
spears of moderate length in his right hand, no counterparts
are known to the present author in the iconoegraphy from
the Ancient Near East till the beginning of the 12" eentury
BC when Philistine warriors armed with a round shield,
two spears, and a sword would appear in Egyptian reliefs
of Ramesses 11l at Medinet Habu®, Two spears were still
used in Assyrian times. The orthostat reliefs from the pal-
ace of Sargon in Dur-Sharrukin (Khorsabad) show foreigh
(Syrian?) warriors wielding two spears in scenes of fight
(Room 5, slabs 3-4) and in a procession bringing tributes te
the Assyrian king (Room 10, SW wall, slab 10)™. There is
iconographie evidence, however, for the set of two spears
being used in Hittite Anatolia long before the Sea People
appeared in the Levant, even though the spears occur here
in cult scenes.

Arelief frieze on the neck of the silver rhyton in the shape
of a stag’s forequarters from the Norbert Schimmel eollee-
tion® shows offerings to the Stag-god (DEUS,. CERVAUS)

¥ Y, Yadin, The Avtt of Warfare in Bidlioad! Lanads in the Light
of Avcitaeeddgigital Stadly, London 1963, pp. 233, 250-251, 336-337;
The Baitife Rellf§s of King Seti I. The Epigragifuc Suroasy, Chicago
1986, PL 3.

% p_Albenda, The Palhwee of Sargom, Kimg of Asspidq, Paris
1986, p. 85, Pls. 31(lower), 94 & 25.

3 Momicew: Awt: The Novdeerr Schiineel  Cobietion,
ed. O.W. Muscarella, Mainz 1974, no. 123; S. Alp, Beiitigee zur
Evieshlingg des hettfitischhan Tempels. Kullamdggen im Lictee der
Keilsethififeseete, “Tark Tarih Kurumu Yayinlari”®, VI/23, Ankara
1983, pp. 93ff.; id., Einifjee weitenee Bemeskknggen zum Hitirséinvipton
der Newhieet: SctiinmebBsmmivdgng, [in:] Studli di stovie e di fillolo-
g anaindicea dedinatii a Giovanmi Puglissee Carvatediii, “Eothen”, 1,
ed. F. Imparati, Firenze 1988, pp. 17-23; H.G. Giiterbock, A Nate
oh the F¥irzee of the Stag Ritytam in the Scilimmet! Coleatiéo, [in:]
AhuraakBa Avmagaan. Fesisbiffi Adurgak/, vol. 2 (= “Anadolu”
[Anatelial, 22, 1981-1983 [1989]), ed. C. Bayburtluoglu, pp. 1-5;
B. Taracha, Twe Sprasss on the Stag Riiesw in the Schimmed! Clllec-
fiom, “Atehivim Anatelieum”™ 2, 1996, pp. 71-77.
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and his consort Ala (a-x-DEUS,-FILIA)™ (Eig. 13). The seene
can be considered a topos, as it has eounterparts in ene of
the (unfinished) reliefs from Alacahdyik (with a stag lying
under the tree and a worshipper pouring a libatien)”® and in
scenes on the well-known Hittite stamp seals in the British
Museum (BM 115655), Dresden (Albertinum, ZN 1768) and
Adana®, which display some elements in eommeon with the
frieze: a seated goddess wearing a long robe and a herned
pointed hat, whose attributes are a bird and & eup, wershippers
in front of the deity, and behind her the hunt symbels - a stag
(or a stag's head) lying under the tree, two upright spears,
a bag, and a quiver. Unique to the rhyton is the Stag-god of
the Countryside, who precedes the seated goddess. Werthy
of notice here is also a Hittite text KBo 54.143 from the see-
ond half of the 13" century BC® that describes a cult eere-
mony, in the course of which spears were placed(?) in front
of a deity (rev.? 2°). Further, the text reads (rev.? 8-9°): nu
AN SSSUKUR™ “gpan GiaWLemn ispamedbzy] / mu=kan
ANN °LAMMA 1 MAS.GAL sipamidmfi}] “By the spears
they spread undemeath (branches of?) the eya-tese and offer
a billy-goat to the LAMMA god.”

All in all, it can be suggested that the similar sets of twe
light spears were synchronously used in hunting and war in the
Aegean and Hittite Anatolia alike as early as the mid second
millennium BC. The question is, however, whether the same
spears could have been used on both occasions. The icone-
graphie and archaeological evidence at our disposal seems
to contradict such an assumption. The hunting spears on the
wall painting from Tiryns (Fig. 11) are strikingly similar to

32 For the reading of the gold epigraphs on this rhyton, see
J.D. Hawkins, TudWallia the Hamtéer.,., p. 52,

% E. von der Osten-Sacken, Der Kleiinsiatisiiehe Gott der
Wildffur; “Istanbuler Mitteilungen”, 38, 1988, pp. 70, 71 Fig. 3;
H.G. Giiterbock, Hiititte kursz ‘Huwtiigg Barg,, [in:] Essayes in An-
cientr Civillzatiton Presarmiedd to Helbnee J. Kanttrr, eds. A. Leonard,
B.B. Williams, Chicago 1989, p. 119, PI. 19.

% H.G. Giiterbock, Hitiiee kewsw..,, pp. 1013-114, with
references.

¥ Cited earlier as unpublished 245/v, see P. Taracha,
Two Spearss..., p. 74, with references.
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those depicted on the Hittite stag rhyton (Fig. 13). The
heads of the two spears in each of the sets differ slightly in
size and shape. Additionally, the method of fixing the head
to the shaft by means of a thong or cord, as it is discernible
in both representations, appears not suitable for fastening
socketed spearheads. Significantly, all the spearheads found
in the Mycenaean warrior graves belong to the latter type,
an indication that they were part of the combat weapons. In
contradistinction to them, the hunting spears are likely to have
had shoe-socketed or tang spearheads.

Streszczenie

Wojenna symbolika towéw, znana z dziet Homera,
Ksenofonta i innych autoréw greckich i rzymskich,
poswiadczona jest w sztuce mykenskiej od XVI wieku
przed Chr., przykladowo, w scenie alegorycznej na sztylecie
z IV. grobu szybowego w Mykenach, w ktorej bohater pod
postacia lwa pokonuje swoich wrogéw/mysliwych. W XIV
i XIII wieku przed Chr. polowanie na dziki i jelenie pojawia
sie jako czesty motyw zaréwno na malowidtach sciennych
w pafacach mykenskich, jak i w ikonografii hetyckiej.
Hetyckie zrodta pisane i ikonograficzne potwierdzaja aspekt
religijny towow na gruba zwierzyne, ktdra byla zarezerwow-
ana gtéwnie dla polowan krélewskich.

Zestaw dwach lekkich oszczepow, o ktérym wielokrot-
nie wspomina Homer, byl uzywany w walce i na lowach
zar6wno w Egei, jak i w Anatolii juz w potowie 1I tysiaclecia
przed Chr. Oszczepy bojowe z brazowymi grotami z tuleja
znajdowano w wielu mykenskich grobach wojownikdw.
Oszczepy mySliwskie, znane z ikonografii, najprawdopo-
dobniej roznity sie od nich forma grotu z trzpieniem lub
pochewkg na liSciu, ktory przywiazywano do drzewca
sznurem lub rzemieniem.

www.rcin.org.pl



www.rcin.org.pl





