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HELENA ZOQILIL-ADANIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1978 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY NEDIEVAL
SITES IN POLAND

In 1978 about 70 early medieval sites and over 50 sites dating from the High
Middle Ages and from modern times were investigated. In comparisen with previeus
seasons, the number of the former has declined, and that of the latter has steadily
grown. The early medieval sites comprised over 50 settlements (including 30 fortifield
sites or early towns), 15 cemeteries and 1 assumed cult site.

Apart from Polanowice (cf. below) no large-scale excavatiions were carried out
of sites dating from the earliest phase of the early medieval Slav culture of the
6th-7th cent. Exploration was continued of a flat cernetery of the Old Prussian
culture, 6th-Tth cent., at Nowinka (5), Elblag provimee, site 1 (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum
Archeologiczne, Gdatisk). The site has yielded further erematiion bukials iA pits (nes.
87-105), 7 of whieh, in additien te human Burials, eentained skeletens of herses sifwa-
ted at lewer levels; seanty grave geeds were limited te iren Bits and fragment ef
a saddle in the herse burials and te a ene-edged swerd and strap-ends in ene of the
human burials.

The next phase, 8th to mmidi-lOth cent., is represented by several eariworks
which were frequently explored together with contemportary or earlier setiflerments.
At Kretomino (4), Koszalin provimee, site 1 (I. Skrzypek, Muzeurn Okregowe, Kosza-
lin) the excavations in the S part of the earthwerk revealled the coenstruction of the
rampart which 1n the light of the pettery from its upper layers should be dated te
the 8th-second half of the 10th cent.; the core ef the rampart censisted of 12 layers
of crossed logs, surrounded o6n the eutside by a breastwork of elay and sand, Built
on two layers of crossed logs. Exploration was eentinued of the sarthwerk frem {he
mid-9th to 10{h/11¢h eent., built on the site 6f an epen settlement of the Tth/8th te
Bth eent. at Mietliea (11), Bydgeszez provinee, site 1 (A. Dymaczewski, §. Jérningen,
Instytut Histerii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Pezhah and University in Lewisville,
Kentuehy): the exeavations revealRd 7 semi-subierraneah Ruts with remaips ot
roofing, and 3 rampart of eressed legs build. The esntemperaty settlement at
Ztetewe (11), site 5, neighbeuring with the earthwerk, yielded 1 hut and 18 pits (one
ot which dates from an earlier phase than the earthwere). The settlement complex
(strengheole, subuPbinm, 6pen settiemrnt?) of similar date at Ketuda Wielka (9);, Byd-
68262 PIAVIRRS, site 1 (A. Eofta-Bromiewska and team, URbwRLYie:, Boznad) fevealed
several dezens of hearths, pits and Rulg, 4 set of inAustrial featires on the petipher
of the site, timBer eonstruction ot 4 Bridgehead and ot the revetmet of the waferside
as well a3 ap additionah rampart with a meat 18 the N gk the SarHWerk:

Among the sites explored, the fortified ones which were founded befere the
10th cent, and continued to be used in the next phase, form a relatively large greup.
The strongihold at Myslibére (2), Gorzéw provinee (B. Bejanowski, Myéliberskie Tewa-
rzystwo Spoteczne-Kulturalne, My$libéiz) which funetiened frem the elese of the §A
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Map shoniig important archzaeological sites of the Early Medieval Age, investigated
in 1978. Numbers of the points on the rmap correspond to the nurmibeis after the place-
-names in text

to early 12 th cent., yielded a stone facing of the lower part of the inner side of the
rampart, beneath which a dog skull came to light (fowndation offering?); the re-
maining discoveries included a hearth, a pit with walls lined with sticks, and a semi-
-subterranean hut with visible remalns of a gable roof which had caved in; the later
phase is documented by numerous finds such as a neckring of bromze wire, silver
temple-rimgs, buckles, a bone comb, 2 sickies. Twe phases of construction
were recorded at the stionghold at Moraczewe (7), Peznah provimee, site d (C. Strzy-
zewski, Z. Sulezyfski, Muzeum Archeoliogiczie, Poznan). The elder stronghold, which
was smaller in size, was built in the B8th-8th/8th eent. (stene forewall at the feet
of the rampart, a pest-buildimg, 12X8.5 m, in the central part of the enelesuie); fhe
younger stronghold of the i6th te 10¢h/114A eent., extended in the easterh part, was
destroyed by Fire (Burnt esnstructions of the rampart and of an everground Building,
14.1%10.5 m in the western part). At Czerehéw (15), Lédi provinee, site 1 (A. Chmie-
lowska, Muzeum Archerlogiczne | Ethografiiczne, LédZ) the defensive comstruetions
of the strongheld dating frem the Sth te 11¢n cenft wWere revealed: the rampart, 12 M
wide at the Base, and with a timber ferewall en the iAner slepe of the meat, was
Built of ergssed legs on the inside, and probably of bexes and eressed 1egs 6n the
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outside, whereas its upper part may have consisted of wooden boxes filled with
stones; post-holes (traces of builldings?) came to light within the enclosure, at the
foot of the rampart; the finds included numemous potsherds, animal bones, iron objeets
(a bit, fragment of a small bowl). In the province of Przemy$l two upland streng-
holds continued to be excavated, namely Tuligiowy (24) (M. Cabalska, Uniwersytet
Jagiellofiski, Krakéw) where the later settlement phase (10th-11th cent) was de-
cumented by a further 3 huts (total 16), 5X5 m in size, with the entrance in the
S wall, and hearths in the opposite corner, and the earlier phase @th-8th ? eent.), by
traces of a second building; and Wybrzeze (23) (M. Parczewskii, Uniwersytet Jagiellon-
ski, Krakiw) where a semi-subterrameam hut, 4.9X44 m in size, with a passage on
the S side and remains of a stone oven in the NE corner (9th ?) 10th-12th eent., was
uncovered. A stronghold and a castle of the 11tih-14ith eent. were again explored at
Sieradz (26), Castle Hill site (U. Perlikowska-Puszkarska, Pracowmie Remserwaeji
Zabytkéw, Warszawa). The investigations comprised the § and SE part of the hill
(4 burnt down block houses, 12th cent), and the outer slopes of the ramparts, the
older datimg from the 2nd half of the 12th to 13th cent., and the younger from the
2nd halff of the 13th to early 14th cent.

Only a small group of open settlements from the early phases of the Early Me-
dieval period were examined in 1978. Two of these should be mentioned: Bankeowiee
(17), Piotrkéw Trybumalski provimee, site 1 (M. Géra, Muzeum Archeslogiczne i Etne-
graficzne, L6dZ) — continued excavations of a settlement of the 6th (9)-9th eent,
situated on a promentory cut off by a ditch; acress the ditch ran a pass, 2 m wide,
by which the shut off part of the promontory could have been reached; and Pelane-
wice (10), Bydgoszez province, site 3 (B. Dzieduszyeka, Instytut Histerii Rultury
Materialnej PAN, Poznan); 3 features of the 7th and 9th cent. At Gniezno (8), Peznan
province, site 5 (P. Swiatkiewicz, P. Kieszkowski, Muzeunmn, Gniezne) tWe SUpRFimpe-
sed settlements were explored: assumed submthimm II, Bth-11th eent; (vemains of
a construction of closely lying boards) and an open settlement, 11th-13th eent; (frag-
ments of 2 timber-paved streets, 3 houses and associated buildings, a ¢my~stene
hearth, a domed oven of stone; among small finds was a pair of compasses [?] of
bone). The later phases of the Early Medieval period are represented by twe sewtle-
ments: Warszawa-Wilanow (18), site 13 (H. Miynarezyk, Pracowmie Konserwaeji Za-
bytkéw, Warszawa) where the extent of a settlement of the 11th/12th-13th eent., Built
on a mear-owal plan, has been defined and a further 15 features (@welling and dowme-
stic pits) came to light; and Wylazléw (14), Sieradz provimee, site 4 (R. Rogesz, E. Cne-
tliwy, Pracownie Konserwacji Zabytkéw, Szezeein): semi-subterramegn huts, 2.5X3.5
m, open hearths, 11th-12th cent.

Of the investigations of pre- and early Romanesque architecture of major imper-
tamce are those conducted in Krakéw (21) on Wawel Hill (M. Szewezyk, W. Samukier,
Kierowmictwo Odnowienia Zamky Krélewskiege, Krakon-\Wavea)). The expioration of
the SW part of the hill, started in 1977, has led to the discovery of a rotunda (imside
diameter abt. 8 m) with an apsis on the E side, erected in the 1ith eent., destroyed
at the latest in early 14th cent.; overground walls (1.1=1.8 m wide) built in the ogmus
empitectnm technique, faced with sandstone ashlars; in the W side foundatiens ef
2 wall pillars (a gallery?) and of a ground wall along the ehord of the nave (the wall
had destroyed a tomb); in the E part, in the red-sereem, the stimes of an altar ef
sandstone slabs; in the destruction layer a shaft of a smail column with a eapital
(or base). The investigations of the Benedictine monastery at Lubif (12), Leszne Bre-
vince (Z. Kummatowska, H. Mamzer, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Poznan) revealed refics of buildings frem various plases of its existence if¢ al- a eube-
-faced wall of the southern apsis (?) of a Romanesque church and late Runamesque
features which included fragment of a monastic building and extremely selid feun-
dations presumedly of a defensive wall.
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Cremation cemeteties are repiesented by a barrow of the 11th cent., with a dis-
persed cremation burial and a secondary inhumaifion, explored at Drohiczyn (19), Bia=
tystok province (K. Chilmen, Kenserwaior Zabytkéw Archeodlogicznych, Bialystok)
and by an assufhed (empty?) bariow of the 10th-11{h eent. (?) at Buezek (3), Keszalin
province, site 13 (H. Maehajewski, A. Sikorski, Uniwersytet, Poznam). Of the ifhuma-
tien eemeteriies, the following merit attentiion: Cedynia (1), Szezeein provinee (H. Ma-
linewska-tazatiezyk, A. Porzezihski, Konserwator Zabytkdw Archmoegieznyeh, Szeze-
6in) whete site 2 yielded a further 54 graves ef the 16Mh-14th cent. (ameng the grave-
-goeds was a ,falsified” [sikvered eopper] denarius of Begustaw 1 of the 1A eent.)
and site 2a (anether, new diseovered ecemeiery) produced 16 inhurmations ef the
11th-12th coHt,, RTHERA Bl . With WRRdRdh Bidiedss, 3 ih S, 3h ERSRT %
of elay, a fingef-ring and a neeklace ot Bronse; Ostréw Lednieki (6), Peznah provinee
(3. Lompieki and team, Muzeum Bierwszyeh Plastew, Lednica) — the investigatiens
eepdueted on the edge of the complex of pre-Romanesque siene Buildings comprised
timber esnstructions of the ramparts of the Sth/A6th and 10th/L1th eept., habiatien
layers of the 10tR/11{H {9 13 cent., ant & SUPeHimRRsed churehyard whieh yielded
32 Burials 1R €offins and stene-settings; the Buriaks, which intersecied the Rabifation
layers, aceurred at three levels, and Were pesrly furhished; Smelugh (36), Bialystek
provines (E: Rauhih, BaAstwowe MUzeum Archeolegiczne, Warszawa) — confinued
exploration of 3 cemetery of the 12h-13th cept, has showh that the esffins; placed
68 the iaﬂpﬂaw SHFFAce Gt the BroHRd, W SHFFRURGRY By SIGRES aRd EQVered WA
$ 18 5 fayers af SIone pavement: FieR grave 900ds IACluaed Batiie-aXey, spearheads,
-StFIKE-a:-1ghie>  HABEE-LiR .;_g[a§§ Beady: J3RgwWiee (33), Kiglee BroviAes (& Qﬂd
A Krasy, Muzeim Archeeagieone Kiakow) — dISevery 8 4 GEMEtery AQt 4S886iA:
ted Wi[lﬂgf %gﬂti}%?r, which ylelded ¢ Buraly with fg3as 18 (he W apd E 6A& WitR

g V&3se & 110 &6RL: Brzemysl (33); RYGErSKa steel (S: £ Operskt, Mupdn Qikres:
%8\%; BI2EINRY) — & ?”HE%% 2 gaves Uncoveled (0 an Sid Mag %E gemetery gt {hs
OfR Gent. ¢ agults without any grave-doogs and 4 ¢on 35”'9%.8{%?_89' dreny fesi
ang ¢lay vessels. Beconnaissance Myesti attlj%n’s ot 2 ;8u88 gnigmatic parrows w H
sEone c%gvﬁ?sev%[ere nglr%jhsge a IF‘{J t’t‘%zait ?;}O es%nou rov?nc%, si{e ﬁ gltilq g

uzeum glﬂ:%le‘glerﬁcg?lg,c %o%na% M Dartows ex lfc?rsezgojé err%wlxﬁce} econ{alr'lec(ii lovgf
iV ATCHEOREAR, POR & Blies Baplareh T, Aaf1 Saies, pig
W|£C°W§o§e% ruécEg S n%%{mv%se I}.H’;ageﬁtﬁifl nggrrov?/s examined in’ ? g&wutla@ﬁg
WIFh wqoden, buckets an nives th? cent.): 2 barrows eéxamined 1n containé
neithet BUrTe N gtave g00gs





