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The investigations are carried out on the materials from several localities on the King George Island,
South Shetland Islands, West Antarctica which were collected during the Polish Antarctic Expeditions in
the years 1977-1985. Plant remains preserved as impressions of leaves, shoots, sometimes also seeds,
occur in the Late Cretaceous and Palacogene sediments of the King George Supergroup. This supergroup
is composed of 2 500 m thick sediments predominantly andesitic and basaltic lavas alternating with tuffs,
tuffities, shales, conglomarates etc. and with numerous plant bearing horizons. The stratigraphic position
of most of them has been established on the basis of K-Ar dating of associated volcanics. The hitherto
obtained results allow us to outline the vegetation history of the Antarctic Peninsula sector from the
Late Cretaceous to Neogene. The most interesting results are the first documentation of the Late Cre-
taceous angiosperms, the occurrence of the Nothofagus leaves in this period on the South Hemisphere
and the statement that the Nothofagus-Podocarpaceae palacoassemblage from the Oligocene/Miocene
boundary of West Antarctica (Point Hennequin flora) is of interglacial age.
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