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MIGRATIONS OF THE SEA-TROUT (SALMO TRUTTA L.),
BROWN TROUT (SALMO TRUTTA M. FARIO L.)
AND THEIR CROSSES
PART I. PROBLEM, METHODS AND RESULTS OF TAGGING

Experimental Station of Fisheries, Dept. of Fisheries, Coll. of Agricult.
in Cracow. Mydlniki near Cracow, Poland

ABSTRACT

In order to investigate whether the progeny of sea-trout living exclusively in fresh
water show a migration instinct, smolt-sized sea-trout of F,—F; pond generations
were tagged and released into the River Raba. They were obtained from the artificial
spawning of sea-trout caught in the Rivers Dunajec and Rudawa. Besides the “pond”
sea-trout, young F; sea-trout, brown trout, and their crosses were liberated. The fish
were reared in ponds. The results obtained indicate that two-thirds of the fish did not
leave the rivers before recapture and one-third descended from the Raba for the
sea. The recaptures of migrating fish from the spring stockings were twice as high
as those from the autumn stockings. Mature male parr recaptured after descent from
the Raba were ten times less numerous than the immature specimens. The recoveries
of mature females were thirteen times as high as those of males.

CONTENTS
1. Introduction b. Comparison of the results of
2. Material and methods spring and autumm releases
3. Results ¢. Migrations of sexually mature
a. Results of tagging in the River parr
Raba and after descent from 4. Summary
the Raba for the sea 5. Streszczenie

6. References

1. INTRODUCTION

The problem of acquisition of stocking material of the sea-trout Salmo trutta L.
by rearing spawners in ponds has arisen in connection with the constant deterioration
of biological conditions in rivers, the natural environment of spawning of these
precious fish.

In order to render this enterprise feasible it has been necessary to solve two
problems first, namely, 1) whether sea-trout, when prevented from travelling to
the sea, will attain sexual maturity in ponds and reproduce normally, and, in the
case of positive results, 2) whether their progeny reared in so different ecological
conditions, when released into a river, will show a migration instinct characteristic
of their original parents, that is, whether they will descend to the sea and then
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return to their native river. This last character of anadromous salmonids or the
so-called “homing instinct” was observed for the first time — as quoted by Jones
(1959) after I. WarLToNn — in 1653, when salmon smolts marked with ribbons, tapes
etc. tied to their tails were caught on their way back to the same place “usually
six months after”. MaLrocH (after Jones, 1959) was the first to apply classical
tagging (with silver wire), which allowed him to observe the raturn of salmon
(after 1—3 years) for spawning, and together with them, some incidentally marked
sea-trout (after 4 years) to the River Tay, into which they had been released as
smolts in the spring of 1905.

Good prognoses for the raising of sea-trout were based on the results obtained
and published earlier (OrTERSTROM, 1933) on the rearing of the salmon Salmo salar
L., which matured sexually in ponds. An investigation carried out in the Experimental
Station of Fisheries, Jagiellonian University, at Mydlniki in 1938—1951 corroborated
these suppositions (SkrocHOWSKA, 1951).

The studies reported in the present paper have been initiated to answer the
second of the questions posed above. In addition to various generations of the “pond”
sea-trout, its crosses with the brown trout Salmo trutta m. fario L. have been
included to extend the scope of the study and, for comparative purposes, young
sea-trout obtained from fish caught in rivers during spawning as well as brown
trout were also liberated.

It is obvious that besides its economic importance the problem under study has
also an interesting and weighty aspect from the biological point of view. Migrations
of fish, especially of salmonids, have been exciting vast curiosity since long ago
and they have been the subject of very numerous works!, which, however, deal
exclusively with fish under natural conditions or, at most, their offspring living
under artificial conditions for the first years of their lives only. In the face of these
facts it seems particularly interesting whether and, if so, to what extent the fish
that have been living for generations exclusively in fresh water are fit to transmit
the migration instinct to their offspring.

Even the preliminary elaboration of the results of investigation from the first
year has shown that the sea-trout of the second pond generation travels to the sea,
whereas the specimens of the third generation remain in the river. It appeared that
in the second generation of the cross between a female brown trout and a male sea-
trout the migration instinct undergoes splitting: part of the fish migrate to the sea
and others remain in the river and, in the end, that singie specimens of the brown
trout may also descend to the sea (SkrRocHOWSKA, 1953). However, it was necessary to
continue the work both because the material obtained was too scanty to allow
generalizations and for need of repetition.

The long duration of such studies, resulting from their very nature, is natural.
The best example of this is the fact that DarLzieL and SHiLLiNGTON (1961) published
a preliminary report on migrations in various pond generations of the Atlantic
salmon as late as 20 years after the commencement of their study. This is, as far
as I know, the only publication on the subject resembling that of the studies carried
out at Mydlniki.

2. MATERIAL AND METHODS

The present investigations were carried out in the Experimental Station of
Fisheries at Mydlniki 2. The hatchery and ponds in which experimental fish
were bred were supplied with water from the Rudawa, a left tributary of the

1 The first studies in which the classical methods of tagging were applied are
those by JornsTon (1905), CaALpERWOOD (1907, 1911), MaLrocH (1910) and others. In
Poland the first investigation of migrations of young sea-trout and salmon was
carried out by KurmaTyckr (1931, 1932, 1933) in the tributaries of the lower Wisla
(stocking of the Brda) and Zarneckr (1936) in the tributaries of the upper Wisla
(stocking of the Wisloka). In both cases, experimental material obtained from artifi-
cial spawning was reared in ponds.

2 The Station belonged to the Institute of Ichthyobiology and Fisheries of the
Jagiellonian University till 1953 and then to the Department of Fisheries, College
of Agriculture in Cracow. The present work was supported partly by a grant from
the Hydrobiological Commission, Department II, Polish Academy of Sciences.
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upper Wisla (Vistula). The drainage of the hatchery and ponds was directed
to the same river. The fish tagged were transported by truck from MydIniki
to a distance of 40—80 km and released into the Raba, a right tributary of the
Wista joining this last river 59 km below the mouth of the Rudawa (the
Rudawa joins the Wista at 75.5th km, the Raba at 134.7th km) and 806 km
from the sea. At the time of investigation a large number of sea-trout ascended
the Raba for spawning, but only single specimens occurred in the Rudawa 3.

The experiment was started in the autumn of 1951 and from that time for
7 years and a half 1,402—3,764 smolt-sized fish were tagged and released
yearly, which makes a total of 21,066 young fish till the spring of 1959. In
addition, 56 specimens (the remainder of the batch tagged in 1959) were
liberated in March 1960, raising the total to 21,122 specimens.

Fish were released twice a year: late in the autumn — at the end of
November and at the beginning of December — and early in the spring
(between 12 and 31 March). The time of spring releases depended on the
hydro- and meteorological conditions of the given year.

As can be seen from the results of the first year of investigation, the fish
released in the autumn of 1951 and in the spring of 1952 arrived in the sea at
the same time — not before the spring (Skrccuowska, 1953). For this reason,
the results concerning the specimens obtained from the same spawning and
released in the two above-mentioned periods are discussed here together,
the release of fish in the autumn of 1951 and in the spring of 1952 being
designated as the first group, that in the autumn of 1952 and in the spring of
1953 as the second, ete. In this way, 8 batches of tagged fish were released in
the years 1951—1959, but in the years 1955, 1956 and 1959 stocking was done
only in the spring.

Two- and three-year-old specimens were used for tagging. As a matter of
fact, the fish released in the autumn were not exactly 2 or 3 years of age yet,
but they were reckoned in these age groups for simplification. In this I am
justified by the fact that smolts, both these from the autumn stocking and
those released in the spring, migrate downstream together in the spring, autumn
descents being regarded as exceptions.

The lower limit length of fish was established at about 16 ecm. Two-year
fish which had not reached this length by the time of spring tagging, were kept
in a pond for another summer or a year and released as three-year-olds. Thus,
one fish group derived from the same spawing was divided into specimens
with a faster growth rate (2 years old) and a slower growth rate (3 years old).

Silver tags were attached with silver wire (0.3—0.4 mm in diameter) to
the back of a fish, beneath the first rays of the dorsal fin. Preliminary expe-
riments, which consisted in keeping sea-trout with tags attached beneath
the first rays and those with tags fixed beneath the last rays of the dorsal
fin in running water, showed that the first of these two manners is more
expedient. This result has been confirmed by experiments carried out by
Cavsoun (1953) and explained by Prandtl’s theory, which concerns phe-
nomena occurring at the movements of streamlined bodies (such as the body
of a smolt) in liquid environment.

3 The years 1952 and 1953, when, as a result of the proceeding stocking of this
river, 250 sea-thout spawners were caught in the spawning season in the autumn of
1952 and 120 in the autumn of 1953, are exceptional (ZArRNECKI, 1960).
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According to this theory, a body at rest or in slow motion in a liquid
becomes coated with an adhesive parietal layer, along which the adjoining
currents slide. On the other hand, at the time of an increase in the speed or
a change in the direction of motion the layer tears away in the place where
the streamlined body begins to narrow (in a smolt the region behind the
dorsal fin) causing a strong turbulence and a rise in the resisting force in
this place. :

Fish released in the first four years of the present investigation (1951/
/1952—1954/1955) were marked with hexagonal tags, accepted for Poland
at the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea in 1933. Their
weight was about 0.2335 g each (the mean weight from 100 tags). In the
next years oblong tags with rounded corners (resembling the Swedish tags
in shape) and a weight of 0.1360 g were applied. The percentage recoveries
of oblong tags were 3 times as great as in the case of hexagonal tags (Table
I). This was, above all, due to their smaller weight, though their streamlined
shape was probably of some importance, too.

Table I. Recoveries of hexagonal and oblong tags from sea-trout of second pond generation (F,)

‘ ‘ Number of fish recaptured
| Number
Years | Sortoftag | of fish In the sea ‘ In the Raba ] Total
‘ released
t No. b4 | No. 7 | No. %
1951/1952 |
to

1954/1955 l Hexagonal ( 3,027 111 3.67 57 1.88 168 5.55
1956 to |
1958/1959 ’ Oblong 2,561 219 8.55 212 8.28 431 16.83
Total i 5,588 330 5.91 269 4.81 599 10.72

The number of oblong tags regained in sea catches was 2.3 times and in
the catches in the Raba 4.4 times as large as the respective numbers of
hexagonal tags, which shows that fish lose far more of the heavier tags,
especially when they stay in rivers.

The influence of the sort of tags used on the number of recoveries was
demonstrated, for comparability of results, by the example of F, sea-trout,
for only the fish of this generation were marked with both types of tags in
fairly large numbers. The specimens of other forms were released mostly or
even exclusively in periods when only one of these tags was used. Anyway, the
general result of recapture of experimental fish confirms the opinion that
the number of recoveries depends on the sort of tags used, since 10.88%/ (1073
tags) were recovered from all the specimens marked with hexagonal tags,
9,866 in number, whereas for 10,863 specimens released with oblong tags the
recoveries came to 19.25%p (2,091 tags).

A slight part of the fish, 393 specimens, were caught in the Raba directly
or a short time after they had been released, and so still before the date
of recapture of smolts in the Wista on their way downstream to the sea
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(varying from 11 March to 19 April). These fish have not been included in
my considerations on the assumption that it was impossible for them to
leave the river. In the face of the foregoing the experimental material
consisted of 20,729 specimens tagged.

CHARACTERISTICS OF MATERIAL (ORIGIN OF FISH TAGGED)

The following groups of fish were used for tagging experiment:
1. F,—F, sea-trout (St) generations 11,500 specimens
2. Crosses between the sea-trout and the

brown trout

a) female brown trout X male sea-trout

(Bt XSt), F,—F, generations 4141 .

b) female sea-trout )X male brown trout
(St XBt), F; and F, generations 3,411 25
3. Brown trout (Bt), F; and F; generations 1,677 3

1. Experimental specimens of the sea-trout (St) derived from spawners
caught in two ftributaries of the upper Wista: the Dunajec and Rudawa.
The specimens of the first generation (St F,) were offspring of the sea-trout
from the Rudawa. The release of young F, sea-trout is a routine practice
of stocking rivers with artificially reared material. It is only by the further
rearing of these fish till they attain sexual maturity that a generation called
the first generation of the pond sea-trout is obtained.

The next generations of the sea-trout, F,, F; and F,, were derived from
the spawners caught in the Dunajec.

2. Crosses4 between the sea-trout and the brown trout were produced
by fertilizing a) eggs of the brown trout with sperm of the sea-trout (Bt XSt)
and b) eggs of the sea-trout with sperm of the brown trout. (St XBt). Sperm
of the F, sea-trout from the River Dunajec was used for (Bt>St) crosses.
In the case of the (StXBt) F, crosses, eggs of the sea-trout from the Rudawa
were fertilized with sperm of the brown trout5. The (St)XBt) F, crossbreed
was obtained from the spawning of these fish.

3. All the brown trout (Bt), and therefore also those whose eggs
(F; and F,) or sperm (F, and F,;) were used for crossing, as well as the
young ones (F; and F,) that were tagged, were derived from the brown trout
reared in the Mydlniki ponds from the spring of 1938 and regarded as the
first generation (F). These last were produced [rom eggs delivered by the
Centre for Fish Stocking at Folusz in the Jasto District, where their rearing
was based on local material from the drainage basin of the Wisloka, which
itself is a right tributary of the Wista and joins it at the 226.9th km.

3. RESULTS

a. Results of tagging in the River Raba and after descent from the Raba
for the sea

4 In this paper the term “cross” has not its exact genetic meaning but is used
for lack of any other short and suitable designation.

5 Only in one year (StXBt) F, hybrids (288 specimens) were produced from
eggs of the F, pond sea-trout generation descending from Dunajec spawners.
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A total of 20,729 young fish tagged were released into the Raba throughout
the experimental period, from November 1951 to March 1960 (Table II).

Up to mid-February 1963 3,164 tags were recovered from recaptured spe-
cimens, i.e., 15.26% of the fish released. About two-thirds of these tags
(2,102—10.14%/¢) came from fish that had not started on their downstream
migration to the sea before catch, the rest of them, 1,062 specimens (5.129)),
from those which had taken up this migration.

Table II. Total numbers of tagged fish released and recaptured

! Number of fish recaptured | Ratio of fish-

‘ Number —— T T 1 ref:aptu'red
{ Form a'nd | of fish In the Raba Migrating Total ‘ ,WhIle n‘ugrat-
| generston: | ey j. TS | ing to fish ta-
i | No. % | No. % | No. o [kenintheRa
| I3 : ba
| StF, os1 | 45 am| s 904 | 131 17| 1:05
| StF, | 5,588 269 4.81 330 591 |° 599 10.72 1:08
| StF, 4,093 | 451 11.02 | 85 2.08 536 13.10 1453
i StF, 868 | 150 17.28 | 69 7.95 | 219 252300 122
! Bt x S)F; | 1,023 ‘ 291 28.45 | 69 6.74 | 360 35.19 ] 1:42
| Bt xSH)F, | 1,601 | 79 493 70 437 | 149 9314441811
L (Bt x St) F, : 1,417 i 143 10.09 151 1066 | 2% 20.75 l 1:09
| Bt X S) F, | 100 6 6.00 | 5 5.00 11 11:00 415 LaL2
! (St x Bt) F, 1,393 142 10.19 64 4.60 206 1479 | 1:22

(St x Bt) F, 2,018 188 932 | 110 5.45 298 1477 | 1:173
i Bt 15677 || 338 20.16 23 1.37 361 21535105 0151417
| Total | 20,729 2102 1014 | 1,062 512 | 3,064 1526 | 1:20

| | | i

et

In order to make both the tables and the interpretation of the data inclu-
ded in them simple and clear, all the specimens caught that did not undertake
a journey to the sea are placed in the column “In the Raba”, whereas all
those which, exhibiting a migration instinct, left this river for the sea are
given under the caption “Migrating”. Thus the first group comprises 2,053
specimens caught in the Raba, 45 specimens caught in the tributaries of the
Raba, and 4 specimens caught in other rivers, altogether 2,102 specimens that
did not leave the rivers.

The group of fish included in the column “Migrating” consists of 23
smolts caught in the Wisla on their way to the sea, 703 specimens caught in the
sea, and 336 adult specimens caught in rivers during their spawning migration,
altogether 1,062 specimens that descended from the Raba to the sea.

The foregoing remarks on the captions “In the Raba” and “Migrating”
refer also to Tables III, IV, V of this Part, Table II of Part II and Table
I of Part III.

In particular forms and generations the numbers of fish caught in the
Raba (4.73—28.45%9) and while migrating (1.37—10.66°/¢) ranged within
wide limits. The same is also true of the numerical relation of these two
groups to each other, given in the table to illustrate the ability of the

http://rcin.org.pl



Migrations of the sea-trout, brown trout and their crosses. Part I 131

fish to undertake a journey to the sea. This ratio ranges from the value
established for F, sea-trout (1:0.5), which were caught during their migra-
tions in numbers twice as large as those of the same fish recovered in the
Raba, to the value found for the brown trout (1:14.7), the recaptures of
which in the Raba were nearly 15 times as numerous as those during migration.
The number of specimens of the successive sea-trout generations, F,—F;,
caught on migration decreased, whereas the crosses of further pond gene-
rations generally increased in number (Table II) 6.

b. Comparison of the results of spring and autumn releases

Observations connected with spring and autumn fish releases allow the
statement that spring stackings give much better results, especially as regards
catches of migrating specimens which from spring stockings were nearly
twice as numerous as those planted in the autumn (Table III). Similar re-
sults of stocking rivers with brown trout were obtained by WesTERMAN and
Hazzarp (1945) and with respect to the salmon and sea-trout in the sea by
CarLIN (1955); Curzan (1963); SkrocHOWSKA (1964); BArTEL (1965) and others.
The causes of this state of things are, according to our opinion, a higher morta-
lity rate and a poorer progress in the turning of specimens into smolts in
autumn batches than in spring ones. This suggestion concerning longer stay in
the river of autumn batch before downstream migration is based upon investi-
gations on the behaviour of young salmonids in rivers (GeErkiNG, 1953;
MiLLER, 1957; KALLEBERG, 1958), on their death as a results of accumulation
of lactic acid in the blood (Brack, 1955, 1957 a,b,c, 1958; MiLLER, 1958; WENDT,
1964, 1965, 1967), and on their loss in weight after being released (Krak, 1941;
NeepuAM and SLATER, 1945; MiLLER, 1952 and others).

Table 1II. Comparison of recoveries of tagged fish released
in spring with those released in autumn

N |

Released i : Recaptured Y
Number | In the i L o |
Season of fish ! Raba ; Migrating Total [
| Autunn 9113 | No. | 739 | ais 1,052
‘ % 8.11 | 3.43 11.54
Spring 11,616 | No. 1,363 | 749 2,112
% 11.73 6.45 18.18
o | No. | 2102 1,062 3,164 ?
Total 20,729 ' % | 10.1 l 5.12 15.26 |
Ratio of recoveries from autumn 1 "
releases to those from spring re- ‘ 1:1.4 1:1.9 { 1:1.6
leases | i

c. Migrations of sexually mature parr

The numbers of sexually mature specimens were noted each time the
fish were released into the Raba (at spring tagging starting from 1955). Mature

6 A detailed discussion of migrations of specimens belonging to particular forms

and generations will make the subject of a separate paper dealing with the sea-
-trout up to 6th pond generation.
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males were found among both 2- and 3-year-old fish, mature females only
among 3-year-olds. Moreover, a relatively large number of males, especially
among the 3-year-olds (8.2%), have still active gonads in the spring (spermato-
zoa mobile in water and fit to fertilize 7). Only 7 females with eggs unlaid in
the autumn and shed at a slight pressure were found in the spring (March
1957). Their eggs, however, transparent, distended and whitening immedia-
tely when immerged in water, were unfit to develop. These females came
to sexual maturity in the autumn, but they had not spawned and their eggs
had not undergone resorption yet.

Mature males occurred in all the forms of experimental fish in the autumn
periods throughout the course of investigation, their total number being 1,106
specimens, that is, 12.14%/y of the tagged fish (9,113). Among the 3-year-olds
they were 3 times as numerous (17.25%) as in the group of 2-year fish
(5.85%0) 8.

No mature males were found among the 2-year-old F; sea-trout during
the spring tagging experiments, but they were present in the other forms,
though less numerous and less regularly than in the autumnal experiments,
and in 1959 they were not found at all. The total of sexually mature males
released in the spring periods was 517 specimens (5.15%/ of the fish marked),
i.e., 339 (8.18%) 3-year-olds and 178 (3.01%/p) 2-year-olds.

Mature females (exclusively 3-year-olds and only in autumn) were 83 in
number or 1.65% of the fish tagged (5,027 specimens). In the smallest number
they occurred in F, sea-trout group (in 2 out of the 5 batches used for stocking,
1 specimen in either), whereas only among F; sea-trout they were not found
at all. Mature females were present in all the batches of other forms released
and they formed from 0.81 to 5.86% of the total of the given group.

The recoveries of the early maturing specimens discussed are presented
in Table IV. For comparability of results only these forms of 3-year-old fish
released in the autumn are included in it, in which mature females occurred.

In this table both the numbers of fish released and those of tagged fish
recaptured are given according to sex and stage of gonad development. Since
all the specimens belonging to given forms and generations were always
kept under the same conditions (in the ponds, when being tagged, during
transportation and in the river when released), the recaptures of sexually
mature fish as compared with the results of catch of immature juvenile
specimens indicate the influence of the developmental processes of gonads
upon the ability of fish to undertake a journey to the sea. Nearly all the
males caught same from the River Raba. Only a slight proportion of them
were taken while migrating, a tenth of juvenile fish. The proportion of
migrating mature females, however, somewhat exceeded that of specimens

7 This may be exemplified by the development of roe of the rainbow trout
fertilized with sperm of similar young males of the brown trout (spring 1955).
The hatching of hybrids was very poor, and the larvae were mostly abnormal.
This abnormality most often affected the development of head, especially that
of eyes, which were very small or lacking at all. Eggs of the brown trout ferti-
lized with sperm of rainbow trout developed scarcely in few cases and even then
only to reach the eyed stage. Similar results as regards direction of crossbreeding
are reported by BAckIieL (1964).

8 The number of fish released during the whole period of investigation inclu-
ded 5,027 3-year-olds, out of which 867 were sexually mature males and 4,086
2-year-olds with 239 mature males.
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Table IV. Recoveries of fish sexually mature at the time of release

, ‘ Recaptured é
| Released into the Raba }
In the Raba ! Migrating Total
| ] |
| Mature male parr F o ae | am ez 121
i o 18.94 | 16.62 0.28 1690 |
Mature female parr | No. 83 ‘, 10 3 13 |
| LT 220 | 12.05 3.61 15.66
| Immature No. 2,981 | 296 { 85 381
juvenile fish o 78.86 | 9.93 l 2.85 12.78
| No. 3,780 425 | 90 515 '
| Viketl ’ % 10000 | 1124 | 2.38 13.62 |
| females to males 1: 8.6 1:1.4 ’ 12.9:1 1:1.1
i Ratio | females to juveniles 1:358 | a2l [ d3:1 1.2:1
| | |
' | males to juveniles 1:42 1:7:1 [ 515102 1.3:1

with undeveloped gonads (the ratio being as 1.3:1) and, at the same time,
they were 13 times as numerous as the males. It should, besides, be empha-
sized that all the sexually mature specimens left the Raba in the spring follow-
ing their autumnal release, as indicated by their measurements and confirmed
by an analysis of scales. This was, in addition, supported by the recapture of
a female smolt in the Gulf of Gdansk (Jantar) in the spring, which female
was released as completely mature in the preceding autumn and spawned,
as proved at a dissection made by me (cross (BtXSt); F,, tag No. P 5188,
released on 9 December 1952, length 21.0 cm, weight 95 g, recaptured on 16
April 1953, weight 63 g).

It is also worth notice that in the Raba (and thus also in general) the re-
captures of sexually mature fish are far more numerous (males 16.62%, fe-
males 12.05%p) than those of immature specimens (9.93%p, Table IV). As the
fish tagged was caught in the Raba exclusively by rod, these results may
be explained by the increased voracity of spawned specimens. Moreover, it
appeared that, contrary to the general opinion, males were more voracious
than females.

Because of presence of the abundant material and the possibility to compare
the recoveries from autumn and spring releases, the data on all the sexually
mature males recaptured are given in Table V, which shows that:

1. the recaptures of migrating male specimens mature at the time of
release were markedly less numerous than those of fish released as immature,
which were 1.6—8.7 as many;

2. fish released as mature males were recaptured in the Raba in num-
bers varying with their age and the time of release but from 3.9 to 47 times
as large as the number of migrating fish; none of the 3-year-old males re-
leased in the spring was caught while migrating and as many as 32.15% of
their total number were recaptured in the Raba. The difference between the
numbers of immature specimens recaptured were far smaller — the fish caught
in the Raba were 1.03—3.9 times as numerous as those taken while migrating;

3) the recaptures of exclusively migrating sexually mature males released

http://rcin.org.pl



134 S. Skrochowska

Table V. Recoveries of sexually mature

Released into the Raba
Season St ol pad | 2-year-olds [ 3-year-olds | Total
development i ‘
No. | 239 867 1,106 43
| Mature male parr o i 585 | 17.54 12.25
Immature No. | 3,847 | 4,077 7,924
AT specimens % | 94.15 | 8246 | 87.75
No. | 4,086 4,944 9,030
Total o 100.00 | 100.00 100.00
No. | 178 i 17
Mature male parr ‘ .2 i 3.01 339 8.20 ’ 5 515
S Immature No. | 5726 3,796 9,522 |
pring specimens oz 96.99 91.80 ‘ 94.85 |
I No. | 5904 | 4,135 10,039
B il % | 100.00 | 100.00 100.00
: | mature male parr
Percentage ratio of recaptures from autumn | SEYNeN )
and spring releases | i ture specimens

in the autumn were always more numerous than the corresponding recaptures
of males released in the spring. In all other cases (recaptures of males in the
Raba and those of immature specimens in the Raba and while migrating)
the spring releases gave about twice as high results as the autumn ones)
according to the data from Table II).

4. SUMMARY

An investigation was carried out to determine whether and, if so, to what
degree the offspring of the sea-trout Salmo trutta L. living exclusively in fresh
water for several generations inherit the instinct of seaward migration. Positive
results of the investigation would allow the production of stocking material for ri-
vers on the basis of the pond rearing of spawners. In addition to the F,—F; gene-
rations of the sea-trout reared in ponds the study material included F, sea-trout,
brown trout derived from tributaries of the Wisloka, and crosses of these fish.
Experimental sea-trout were obtained by artificial spawning from ‘“migratory”
specimens caught in the rivers Dunajec and Rudawa. The fish were reared in ponds
supplied with water from and drained to the Rudawa. Tagged specimens were
released into the Raba, which opens into the Wista 59 km below the mouth of the
Rudawa and 806 km up the river from the sea. All the above-mentioned rivers
are tributaries of the Upper Wisla.

Two- and three-year-old fish were tagged. The lower limit of length was about
16 cm. The fish that at the age of 2 years were not sufficiently long were released
later as three-year-olds. Hence the former had a higher growth rate than the latter.
A total of 20,729 specimens, 11,505 two-year-olds and 9,224 three-year-olds, were
released. The number of fish recaptured formed 15.26°% of the total of fish
released, the fish (not migrating) caught in rivers (10.14°/0) being twice as nume-
rous as those caught after they had started on a seaward journey (5.12%).
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males released in autumn and spring

Recaptured
{ 2-year-olds Pk KA 3-year-olds ;
'I in the Raba , migrating total | inthe Raba | migrating | total
| % [ 7 | 3 | 143 3 | 146 |
11.30 293 | 14.23 16.49 035 | 1684 |
> Sl S ‘ ‘
189 | 176 | 365 370 124 494 !
491 | 4.57 9.49 9.08 3.04 1212 |
r |
216 | 183 399 513 127 640 '
5.29 [ 448 | 9.77 10.38 2.57 1295 |
42 | 4 46 109 1, 109 i
23.60 | 2.25 25.84 32.15 = 32.15
524 | sl 1,035 658 171 829
9.15 892 | 18.07 17.33 4.50 21.84
566 | 515 1,081 767 171 938
9.59 | 8.72 18.31 18.55 4.13 22.68
1:2.1 | 13: ' 1:1.8 1:2.0 4 | 119
\ 1:1.9 1:2.0 i 1:1.9 1:1.9 13135 1:1.9 i

Fish were released late in the autumn and early in the spring. The recoveries
of the latter fish were altogether 1.6, in the sea 1.9, and in rivers 1.4 times as
high as those of the former.

Sexually ripe male and female parr occurred among the fish released. River
recoveries of these fish were considerably higher than those of specimens with
undeveloped gonads. The males caught after descent from the Raba formed one-tenth
of the number of immature fish, whereas mature females were not less numerous
than these last and 13 times as numerous as the males.

5. STRESZCZENIE

Badania przeprowadzono w celu stwierdzenia, czy i w jakim stopniu potomstwo
troci Salmo trutta L., zyjacych w ciggu kilku pokolen wylacznie w wodzie stodkiej
dziedziczy instynkt wedréwki do morza. Pozytywne wyniki badan pozwolilyby
na produkcje materialu zarybieniowego dla rzek w oparciu o stawowsg hodowle
tarlakéw. Badaniami objeto précz hodowanych w stawach troci pokolenia F,—F,
rowniez tro¢ F,, pstragi potokowe pochodzace z dorzecza Wisloki i krzyzowki
tych ryb. Material do§wiadczalny troci uzyskano ze sztucznego tarta ,,wedrownych”
osobnikéw zlowionych w rzece Dunajec i Rudawa. Wychéw przeprowadzano
w stawach nawadnianych z Rudawy i odwadnianych do tej samej rzeki. Znakowane
osobniki wypuszczano do rzeki Raby uchodzgcej do Wisly w odleglosci 59 km
ponizej uj$cia Rudawy i 806 km powyzej ujScia Wisly do morza. Wszystkie wymie-
nione rzeki nalezg do doplywbéw gérnej Wisty.

Znakowano 2- i 3-letnie ryby. Dolna granica dlugo$ci wahata sie okolo 16 cm.
Osobniki nie osiggajace w wieku 2 lat wymaganej dlugo$ci wypuszczano jako
3-letnie. Stad pierwsze odznaczaly sie szybszym tempem wzrostu niz drugie. Ryb
2-letnich wypuszczono 11505, 3-letnich 9224, razem 20729 osobnikéw. Ogoélem od-
lowiono 15.26% osobnikéw, z czego 2 razy wiecej (10.14%) w rzekach bez wedréwki
do morza niz po podjeciu tej wedrowki (5.12%b).
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Zarybienia przeprowadzano p6Zng jesienig i wczesng wiosna. Z tych ostatnich
odlowiono ogélem 1,6, w morzu 1,9 i w rzekach 1,4 razy wiecej ryb niz pierwszych.
Wséréd wypuszezonych ryb trafialy sie samce i samice dojrzale plciowo.
Rzeczne odlowy tych ryb byly znacznie wyzsze niz osobnikéw o nierozwinietych
gonadach. Po splywie z Raby zlowiono 10 razy mniej samecéw niz ryb niedojrzatych,
natomiast dojrzatych samic nie mniej niz tych ostatnich i 13 razy wiecej niz samcoéw.
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ABSTRACT

A clear majority of the fish were caught in the rivers in the first year after release,
the recaptures being the most numerous in the place of stocking and the least
numerous below this place. The specimens caught in small numbers in the next
period, up to 3 years and a half after release, travelled steadily up the stream.
Very few specimens left the Raba entering its tributaries and only single ones
were recovered in other rivers out of the Raba catchment basin. The fish released
at the age of 3 years were recaptured in the rivers twice as many as those released
at the age of 2 years.

CONTENTS
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2. Direction of migrations 6. Streszczenie
3. Time of catch of specimens 7. References — see Part I, pp.
tagged 125—140 of this issue
4. Place of recapture of specimens
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1. INTRODUCTION

All the tagged fish that had not left the rivers and were recovered in them
were caught by rod when the period of descent of smolts to the sea was already
over. This fact was determined on the basis of the dates of recaptures of descend-
ing smolts in the Wisla and those of the first recoveries of smolts in the sea.
Most of the fish caught in the rivers, if not all, may therefore be regarded as devoid
of migration instinct.

The specimens of 3-year F, sea-trout, 160 in number, released in March 1957
have been omitted in present the Part. As they were selected as smolts from other
specimens of that year (397) and therefore quite ready to start on their seaward
journey, they were all recaptured, without an exception, after they had left the
Raba (not a fish released at the stage of smolts was caught in it). As a result, the
total number of experimental fish dealt with in this Part is 20,569, of which 11,505
released as 2-year-olds and 9,064 as 3-year-olds.

2 Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologii
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The tagged fish were released in 11 places over a distance of 62 km of the
Raba course, from 19 to 81 km up from its mouth !,

The specimens angled were divided into groups according to: a. direction of
migration (fish recaptured above, below or in the place of release), b. time of
catch (fish recaptured within the first year following the release or in the period
from 1 to 3 and a half years after it), and c. place of catch (fish recaptured in the
Raba, in its tributaries or in other rivers not joining the Raba).

2. DIRECTION OF MIGRATIONS

The numbers of tagged fish released and the numbers of those recaptured
are given according to the direction of their migrations in Table I.

Most both 2- and 3-year-old fish were recaptured in the place of release,
i.e., within a distance of 1 km upstream or downstream of the place of stoc-
king. The recoveries of tags from the fish caught upstream of the place of
release were somewhat less numerous and the fewest fish were caught down-
stream of this place (Table I).

Table I. Tagged fish recaptured in rivers according to the direction of their migration

i vear- . f
Age of fish ig::im;'r?ss , 3s g:;mﬁs Total
Number of fish ' I 7
released into the Raba [ 11,505 j 9,064 20,569
: J
N f fish ‘
re“m";‘t’ﬁeg is No. ', aigiies | wldo. % No. %
’Upstream of the place ‘
of release 340 2.96 | 483 5:33 823 4.00
i L i BN il L o
| In the place of release | 354 308 | 560 6.8 914 444
| . = ! N R (e [ S Fhowly T
| Downstream of the place
o pcus 0% | 22 27 | 365 178
[ : PRl ) =T ] i ) IR
|3 Total 807 7.01 ’ 1,295 14.29 2,102 10.22

The general recoveries of 3-year-olds (14.29%o) were in percentage values
twice as high as those of 2-year-olds (7.019/p). A similar proportion was found
‘among the specimens caught. in the place of release; upstream of this place
2-year-old fish were recaptured in somewhat higher proportions, whereas
the 3-year-olds prevailed considerably downstream. These differences are
characterized best by the numerical relations between the fish released at
.the age of 2 years and those at the age of 3 years found among the recaptu-
res taken in these places. This ratio was as 1:2.04 in general, 1:2.01 for
irecaptures in the place of release, 1:1.80 for recaptures upstream of the place
‘of release and 1:2.84 for recaptures downstream of the place of release.

! The characteristics of the River Raba are given in the paper on the results
of the first year of investigation (SkrocHOwska, 1953).
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The reach of the shortest migrations both up- and downstream in the
River Raba was 2—3 km for all the forms under study. The longest upstream
journeys ranged from 11.7 km (St, F,) to 56 km (Bt;), and the downstream
journeys from 3.3 km (2-year cross StXBt F;) to 31 km (St, F,, St, F3, Bt,).
It should also be stressed that in the case of stocking carried out in the region
situated more than 50 km up the River Raba (domain of the brown trout)
the longest journeys of fish in both upstream and downstream directions
covered similar distances (about 25 km). When the fish were released down-
stream of this region, their journeys up the river were the longer and those
down the river the shorter, the closer to the mouth of the river the place
of release was situated. Regardless of the direction of their migrations some
specimens were recaptured many a time at the same distance (up to 35 km
upstream and to 28 km downstream) of the place of release after they had
stayed in the Raba for several months, a year and even 2 years.

3. TIME OF CATCH OF SPECIMENS TAGGED

Tagged fish were recaptured in the Raba within the period of three
years and a half, i.e., 42 months, after release. In the first year after stocking
the recoveries were, however, decidedly most abundant. In that period 2,032
tags (9.88%o of the fish released) were recovered. They came from 778
2-year-olds (6.76%/o of the fish released at this age) and 1,254 3-year-olds
(13.83%). The ratio of the former to the latter was, therefore, as 1:2.

The catching of fish was started in March or April (according to the time
when the smolts descended in the given year; the fish caught earlier, as has
been mentioned in Part I of this paper, were not included in these conside-
rations) and ended in September, and thus it lasted for 6 or 7 months. In the
second half of the year (from October throughout February of the next year)
not a fish was caught.

Only the specimens from autumn stocking, sometimes in fairly large num-
bers, were caught in this period (they have been left out in the discussion
of the results). For example, in the mild winter of 1958/1959 out of the
1,146 marked fish released on 8 and 10 December 1958, 96 specimens were
recaptured in December, 23 in January and 2 in February (121 specimens al-
together). 76 fish were taken in the place of release and 45 at a distance
of 2—8 km upstream; 33 specimens of this last group were recovered in
December and 12 in January (34%/o and 5290 of the total of fish recaptured
in respective months), which proves that the fish travelled up the river also
in winter.

The majority of fish were caught in May, namely, 509 of the total of
recoveries of the first year (1,021 specimens), April with 309 (603 fish) and
June with 13% (267 fish) come in next. Altogether 93% of the fish (1,891
specimens) were recaptured during these three months. The remaining 7%
(141 specimens) were caught within 4 months, when the catch ranged from
0.25%9 (5 fish) in September to 3.74% (76 specimens) in July. The distribution
of the specimens discussed in the river in relation to the places of stocking
was as follows: the highest proportion of fish, 44.49/ (903 specimens), were
caught in the place of release, the fewest of them, 17.0%p (345 specimens) down-
stream of this place, and 38.6% (784 specimens) upstream. :

2%
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In the next years of the stay of fish in the river, that is, in the second,
third and fourth year (from the 13th to the 42nd month) a total of 70 fish
were recaptured, which makes 0.34%/p of those released. A similar low pro-
portion of recoveries of tags, never exceeding 1%/, is reported by WESTERMAN
and Hazzarp (1945) for standard-sized brown trout recaptured later than
a year after stocking.

In the second year, 13 to 18 months after planting fish (2.III.—8.VIIL.),
42 specimens were caught (0.20% of the fish released), of which 16 fish released
at the age of 2 years (0.14%) and 26 at the age of 3 years (0.29%0). As in total
recoveries and those of the first year, the ratio of the former to the latter
was as 1:2.

In the third year (25—29 months after stocking; 30.II1.—14.VIL) 26 fish
were recovered (0.13%/ of the fish released). The specimens that were 3 years
old at the time of release prevailed (the ratio of 2-year-olds to 3-year-olds
was as 1:1.6).

In the fourth year of their stay in the river 2 fish released into the Raba at
the age of 2 years were recaptured (at the time of catching 5+ years of age).
One of them was an Fj; sea-trout, released on 27 November 1951 at the 50th
km of the Raba, recovered after nearly 42 months, on 22 May 1955, at a di-
stance of 4 km upstream of the place of release, the other an F, sea-trout
liberated at the 60th km of the Raba on 20 March 1956 and recaptured at
a distance of 10 km upstream after about 40 months and a half, by 7 August
1959.

The pattern of recoveries in particular months in the second and third year
after stocking was similar to that in the first year, i.e.,, they were most
numerous in spring months, May and April, and then in June. The distri-
bution of fish in the river had, however, undergone some changes, namely,
in the first year a majority of fish were caught in the place of release, in
the second and next years upstream of this place. As the time passed, the
difference in abundance of recoveries between the places discussed increased,
which indicates that the fish which had stayed in the river for a long time
moved steadily up the stream, as illustrated by the Table II.

Table II. Percentage recaptures of fish in successive years after release

In first 13—18 25—29 40—42
Places of recapture ‘ 12 months months months months |
= = —
Upstream of the place of planting x 38.6 45.2 69.2 100.0
In the place of planting | 444 19.1 11.6 -
Downstream of the place of planting | 17.0 35.7 19.2 —
Total 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
|

4. PLACE OF RECAPTURE OF SPECIMENS TAGGED

Nearly all the specimens tagged that had not descended seawards were
recaptured in the Raba, whereas only poor catch was taken in its tributaries
and in other rivers. 2,053 tags (9.98% of the fish released) were recovered
from the Raba. In the 9 tributaries joining the Raba from about 21st to
88th km up from the mouth and, therefore, nearly coinciding with the range
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of the places of stocking (from about 19th to 81st km of the Raba) only 45
fish, i.e., 0.229 of the released specimens, were caught. In-both these groups
the ratio of 2-year-olds to 3 year-olds was as 1:2, in the Raba 788 (6.85%)
2-year-olds and 1,265 (13.96%/p) 3-year-olds were recaptured, whereas in its
tributaries these values were 17 (0.15%) and 28 (0.31%/), respectively.

Twenty-two specimens, thus nearly half of all the fish taken from the
tributaries, were caught in the Krzyworzeka, the second longest right-hand-
side tributary of the Raba, joining it at the 55th km. They divided into 8
2-year-olds and 14 3-year-olds, the ratio of the former to the latter being
asl:2.

In the Stradomka, the longest (about 35 km) right-hand-side tributary,
opening into the Raba ot the 40th km, 11 fish were recovered. In the other
T tributaries 12 fish were caught altogether, of which 5 in the Babica, which
joins the Raba nearest its mouth, 2 in the Swidéwka (its mouth is opposite
that of the Stradomka) and 1 in each tributary opening into the Raba between
its 26th and 88th km. Most of the fish, 41 in number, were recaptured in the
first year after planting (5 April—22 July) and 4 specimens in the second
year (15 May—8 August). They were taken, for the most part, near the
mouths of these tributaries, only in the two longest ones at a distance from
the mouth (up to 10 km in the Krzyworzeka and up to 5 km in the Stradomka).
In the longest upstream journey the fish covered about 50 km (recapture in
the Lubienka, which joins the Raba at the 88th km) and in their longest down-
stream migrations they descended 24 km (a stream opening into the Raba
at its 26th km).

In general, no F, sea-trout were recaptured in the tributaries of the Raba
and F; specimens were the most numerous of its further pond generations
and proportionally they exceeded the F, and F, sea-trout by two to one.
The most abundant catch in the tributaries was that of brown trout, in
which the specimens from the stockings carried out above the mouth of
the given tributary outnumbered those from the stockings below its mouth
by 1.5 to 1. As for the recoveries of fish of the other forms, the relation was
reversed, that is, the specimens released below the mouth of the tributary
were 5—9 times as numerous as those released above it.

To summarize the results of recaptures in the Raba and its tributaries, one
may state, as follows:

1) a very small number of the specimens left the river in which they
had been planted and ascended its tributaries (9.98%p of the fish released
were caught in the Raba, 0.22% in its tributaries);

2) most of these specimens (35 out of 45) entered the tributaries that open
into the Raba above the place of planting;

3) the greater part of the fish caught in the tributaries were from the near
by places of planting (mostly the nearest ones). Only a few specimens made
relatively long journeys (up to 50 km).

Four tagged fish that had not migrated to the sea were caught out of the
Raba catchment basin. Having left this river, they swam up the Wista (Vistula),
and 3 of them entered other tributaries, namely, the Rudawa (1 fish caught
near its mouth) and the Skawinka (2 fish, recovered 5 km up from the mouth).
The distance of the places of recapture of these fish from the Raba mouth
ranged from 33 km (in the Wista at its 102nd km) to about 79 km (in the
Skawinka) and, when measured from the place of stocking, from 55 to 130 km.
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In the Rudawa and Skawinka the fish were recaptured 16—20 months after
stocking and in the Wisla as early as the next spring after autumnal stocking,
that is, after the lapse of 5 months (on 26 April 1953). The earlier catch of
9 other specimens released into the Raba in the same place and on the same
day, in the Gulf of Gdansk, up to 70 km E of the mouth of the Wista (16—26
April 1963), indicates that this fish had stayed in the Wista in spite of the
occurrence of favourable conditions for setting out on the seaward journey.

Among the fish that had not left the Raba there were also 3-year sea-trout
of the first generation (St; F;). It is worth while to give special attention to 14
of them, namely:

1) 3 specimens recaptured at the age of 5 years, more than 25 months after
their release (released at the 57th km of the Raba on 20 March 1956, recaptured
5 and 7 km downstream of the place of release on 16 April and 5 May 1958);

2) 2 specimens caught at the age of 4 years after a stay in the Raba lasting
more than a year (one of them was released at the 60th km of the Raba on
20 March 1956 and recovered in the place of release on 2 April 1957 and the
other was liberated at the 38th km of this river on 3 December 1957 and
caught at a distance of about 22 km upstream of the place of release on 31 May
1959);

3) 9 3-year-old sea-trout caught in the year of release but in the summer
months, and therefore at the time when owing to the water temperature, which
is too high, smolts do not undertake seaward migrations (EVRoPEJCEVA, 1957).
Seven of these sea-trout were released on 20 March 1956 and recaptured:
3 specimens from 27 to 30 May 1956, 2 specimens on 10 and 11 June 1956 and
2 specimens on 2 and 10 August 1956. Two fish released on 3 December 1957
were caught 22 km upstream of the place of stocking on 15 July 1958 and
12 km downstream of it in September 1958. All these sea-trout were caught in
the river after the season of descent of smolts in the given years. At the time
of release their measurements rendered them fit for seaward journey, but
they were all at the stage of parr then.

I should also touch on the results of an experiment carried out on F,
generations of the sea-trout, namely, on 18 May 1955 the then 2-year specimens
were divided into smolts and parr. The total number of sea-trout was 454 and

Table III. Release and recovery of 3-year-old F, sea-trout

Release (20 March 1956) Recapture
Mean Numberj Stage of fish in the Raba migrating
Number| weight of | of | ] VN N ber e IN "
of fish | specimen, | mature | 8 May |20 March umber umber
in males ‘ No. % of No. % | of
g I y 1955 | 1956 208 IP-ciatos ! © | males
14 ' 115.5 9 smolt !parr 5 1.35| 3 —_ - —
123 101.2 — smolt | smolt —_ — - 30 8.11 —
52 63.5 - parr | smolt —_ - — 7 1.89 —
181 | 579 y st |parr | parr 24 649 | 11 93} =
137 E 175 '
smolts, smolts,
370 75.3 60 233 [ 195 29 7.84 14 46 1243 ' —
| parr ’ parr |
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consisted of 151 smolts having a mean body weight of 53.6 gms and 303 parr
with a mean body weight of 32 gms. The smolts had their adipose fin cut off,
which made it possible to check the fish again a year later before their
release (in March 1956). The results of catch of specimens tagged are given
in Table III.

Together with 370 tagged 3-year sea-trout the remainder of the age group,
i.e., 28 parr, too small to tag, much below 16 cm in length and with an average
weight of 25.0 gms, were also released (a total of 398 specimens, of which 175
were smolts and 223 parr).

As will be seen from Table III, a small number of the largest specimens,
which at the age of 2 years reached the stage of smolt, having gone through
desmoltification, remained typical parr at the age of 3 years (March 1956).
Sexually mature males prevailed among them (9 specimens in 14). The other
specimens put on a smolt appearance again after a year. Scarcely 20%p of the
2-year parr, the largest ones (52 specimens with a mean weight of 63.5 gms),
underwent smoltification in the next year, whereas 209 fish (mean weight —
53.5 gms; 28 small specimens were not tagged) remained parr. Sexually mature
males occurred in large numbers among the parr (60 males in the group of
195 parr), but there was none at all among the smolts.

Parr alone were recaptured in the Raba, nearly half of them being sexually
mature males at the time of release. The number of sea recoveries of migrating
sea-trout (30 specimens) which, showing a more rapid rate of growth, went
through the process of smoltification in the second year of life was 1.9 times
as large as that of the fish which, growing more slowly, were parr at the same
time, at the age of 2 years (16 specimens). Out of these last specimens 7 were
smolts at the time of release and 9 were still parr. The former made 13.5%/p and
the latter 5.0% of the fish released at the respective stages. Not a male released
in this batch with signs of maturity was recaptured while migrating (Table
III).

5. SUMMARY

Most the tagged fish that had not migrated to the sea were recaptured in the
place of stocking, the fewest below this place. The longest journeys in the river
were 56 km upstream and 31 km downstream. The most abundant catches (2,032
fish) occurred in the first year after release. Later, up to 3 years and a half after
release, 70 fish were recovered. These specimens travelled steadily up the stream.
Nearly all the fish were caught in the Raba (2,053), only 45 specimens in its
tributaries, and 4 in other rivers out of the Raba catchment basin. Most the specimens
caught in the tributaries were brown trout, none of them was an F, sea-trout. The
fish caught in the tributaries, except for the brown trout, were mostly those released
below their mouth. The specimens released at the age of 3 years were recaptured
in the rivers in twice as large a number as that of specimens released at the age
of 2 years. The same proportions were also found for the total catches, the catches
of the first and the second year after release, those of the Raba and all its tributaries

together and, lastly, the catches in one of the tributaries, i.e. the Krzyworzeka,
separately.

6. STRESZCZENIE

Najwigcej znakowanych ryb, ktére nie odbyly wedréwki do morza, odlowiono
w rzekach w miejscu wypuszczenia, najmniej ponizej tego miejsca. Najdalszy zasieg
wedrowek w goére rzeki wynosil 56 km, w dé6i rzeki 31 km. Najliczniejsze odlowy
(2032 ryby) przypadly na pierwszy rok po zarybieniu. W pé6zZniejszym czasie do 3
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i 1/2 lat po wypuszczeniu odlowiono 70 ryb, Osobniki te wedrowaly stale pod prad.
Prawie wszystkie ryby zlowiono w Rabie (2053 sztuki), w 9 jej doplywach tylko
45 osobnik6w, a 4 ryby w innych rzekach poza dorzeczem Raby. W doplywach od-
lowiono, z wyjatkiem pstragéw potokowych, przewaznie ryby wypuszczone ponizej
ich ujécia, nie zlowiono tu ani jednej troci F,, natomiast najwigcej pstragéw poto-
kowych, Osobniki wypuszczone w wieku 3 lat zostaly 2 razy liczniej odlowione
w rzekach niz wypuszczone w wieku 2 lat. Proporcje te stwierdzono zaréwno w odto-
wach ogbélnych jak tez wsrdéd ryb odlowionych w pierwszym i w drugim roku po
wypuszczeniu, wéréd osobnikéw zlowionych w Rabie oraz we wszystkich jej doply-
wach igcznie, w koncu w jednym z nich — Krzyworzece.
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ABSTRACT

This part deals with all the fish recaptured during their seaward migration, sea-life,
and upstream journey for spawning. A mass descent of smolts was observed in the
spring and it was sometimes undertaken immediately after the release of fish into
the river. Sea migrations of smolts were confined to the littoral zone of the Gulf of
Gdansk and those of grown-up fish covered nearly the whole area of the Baltic and
even crossed its western bounds, reaching as far as the Skagerrak. All the adult
fish returned for spawning to the Raba, into which they had been released at the
size of smolts.

In contrast with the catches in the Raba (see Part II of this paper). in the sea
recaptures the specimens released at the age of 2 years were twice as numerous as
those released at the age of 3 years.

CONTENTS
1. Introduction c. Migrations in the Gulf of
2. Tagged specimens recaptured Gdansk
after their descent from the Raba d. Upstream migration of adult
3. Migrations of smolts specimens
a. Downstream migration e. Specimens migrating to the
b. Sea recaptures of smolts sea after a year’s stay in the
4. Migrations of grown-up fish river
a. General characteristic of the 5. Summary
course of recaptures 6. Streszczenie
b. Migrations in the open Baltic 7. References — see Part I, pp. 125—
Sea and out of its bounds 140 of this issue

1. INTRODUCTION

Sea migrations were not significantly affected by the fact to which form
(sea-trout, brown trout, cross) or pond generation particular specimens belonged.
After descent to the sea they all behaved like the sea-trout, from which they could
not be distinguished in respect of their external appearance, either. Similarly, the
specimens that remained in the river did not differ from the brown trout. The age
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of fish at the time of release had a bearing on the abundance of recaptures but not
on the range of migrations. For this reason, the migrations of fish will be presented
on the basis of tag returns from specimens of all groups jointly and the difference
in age at release will be taken into account in some cases only. "

2. TAGGED SPECIMENS RECAPTURED
AFTER THEIR DESCENT FROM THE RABA .

The results of catch in the Raba and its tributaries showed that in rivers
the number of recaptures of 3-year-olds was twice as large as that of 2-year-
olds. As has already been said, the division into these two age groups was
brought about by different rates of growth of the young fish. In connection
with the foregoing, in order to examine whether and, if so, to what degree the
ability to undertake a seaward journey depends on the rate of growth, the
specimens recaptured after their descent from the Raba were divided accord-
ing to their age at the time of release and the results obtained are presented
in Table I, in which the catch in the Raba is also included for comparative
purposes. The data tabulated in it show that 1) in contradistinction to the catch
in the Raba, the 2-year-olds recaptured while migrating were twice as
numerous as the 3-year-olds; 2) the recoveries of migrating 2-year-olds and
those in the Raba were almost equal (ratio as 1:1.1), whereas the 3-year-old
fish taken while migrating formed less than a quarter of the number of
specimens caught in the Raba (ratio as 1:4.3); 3) the total catch of 3-year-olds
exceeded that of 2-year-olds by 4%.

Table I. Number of tagged 2-and 3-year-old fish recaptured in the Raba and while migrating

f 3
| : Rat
' Number of fish Number of fish recaptured of r::
5 released into | captu-
| Age of fish the Raba In the Raba Migrating Total i
at release | — | migrat-
No. Y% No. % No. % No. % thgl!gl:all)l;
2-year-olds 11,505 55.50 807 7.01 759  6.60 1,566  13.61 1:1:1
3-year-olds 9,224 4450 | 1,295 14.29 303 3.28 1,598 17.57 1:4.3
|
Total 20,729 100.00 | 2,102 10.14 1,062 5.12 3,164 15.26 1:2.0
Ratio of l |
3-year-olds 1:1.2 2.0:1 1:2.0 ' 1.3:1
to | |
I 2-year-olds | t

The previous findings, that is, the considerably more frequent occurrence
of sexually mature specimens among 3-year-olds than among 2-year-olds and
the remarkably more numerous recaptures of individuals that were sexually
mature at the time of release than immature specimens in the Raba and, in
consequence, in general (see Part I Tables IV and V), suggested that the cause
of the relatively great difference bétween the captures of 3-year-old fish and
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those of 2-year-olds (Table I) was nothing but the more abundant occurrence
of sexually mature specimens in the first of these two age groups. In order to
check the righness of this supposition, the general recaptures of exclusively
immature fish were compared, and the results of this comparison are given
below:

sexually immature fish released total number of immature
into the Raba specimens recaptured
age number number %/
2 years 9,573 1,400 14.62
3 years 7,928 1,326 16.73

The ratio of the former to the latter was in recoveries as 1: 1.1.

The obtainment of similar results indicates that the more abundant catch
of 3-year-olds was due to the fact that more specimens become sexually mature
at this age than a year earlier. Therefore, the results of recaptures illustrate
the actual presence of fish released at the age of 2 and 3 years in the Raba
and after descent from this river (migrating).

Differences characterizing sea migrations of fish which at the time of
release differed in age are analysed in Table II. The sea recaptures were,
besides, divided according to the distance of the place of catching from the
Wista (Vistula) mouth, namely, into these recovered in the Gulf of Gdansk and
those taken in the open sea (Baltic).

Though the percentage value of catch of 2-year-old fish was in general
twice as high as that of 3-year-olds, this ratio was not maintained in all the
places of catching. The greatest deviations were found in the catch of smolts
in the Wista (equal numbers) and in that of adult fish in the sea out of the
Gulf of Gdansk, where 2.8 times as many 2-year-olds as 3-year-olds were
recaptured. This last fact indicates that the fish which had left the river
at a younger age made long journeys in the sea in large numbers, whereas
those which owing to the slow rate of growth had stayed in fresh water a year
longer were more numerous in the regions situated near the mouth of the
Wista (Gulf of Gdansk) and also ascended the river in larger numbers (Table II).
The catch of smolts will be discussed in the section of their journey to the
sea.

A detailed division of all the fish recaptured after their descent from the
Raba into groups according to their size (smolts, grown-up fish) and the place
and time of catching is presented in Table III. As will be seen from the data
collected in this table, 229/y of the total recoveries were still specimens of
the size of smolts, most fish, however, showed a remarkable increase in size
at that time (they had stayed in the sea for more than 6 months). Nearly all
the smolts and most of the grown-up fish were caught in the sea, whereas in
rivers only very few smolts were taken during their seaward journey and 40%
of the total of grown-up fish (833 specimens) were caught when ascending for
spawning. All the descending smolts were recaptured in the Wista, in which
nearly all the adult fish that had left the sea were also taken (326 specimens).
Nine fish were caught on the spawning grounds in the Raba, and the only
sea-trout that had not returned to the Wista after its stay in the sea was
recaptured in the River Ina, which opens into the Szczecin Zalew, about
300 km west of the Wista mouth as the crow flies (acc. to Ostsee-Handbuch,
Vol. IV, the length of the seaway from Gdansk to Swinoujécie is 200 sea-miles,
i.e., 370.4 km). As regards sea catch, it was more than 3 times as abundant in
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Table II. Numbers of 2- and 3-year-old fish

. Place of
Age of fish at Fish released into Smolts
release Raba Wista Sea
(descending) (after descent)
No. 11,505 13 152
2-year-olds % 55.50 0.1 132
No. 9,224 10 54
3-year-olds % 44.50 0.1 0.59
Ratio
of 3-year-olds 1:1.2 1:1.0 1:2.2
to 2-year-olds
Table III. Experimental fish recaptured in particular areas of
Stage of fish development
Time of recap- Smolts
ture of fish after
its descent from
the Raba Wista Total of
(descend- Out of smolts re-
Year Months ing fish) gg]at;isol{ Gulf of | Total | captured gg}&:{
Gdarisk
No. 23 204 2 206 229 73
1 03—03 | "o 0.11 098| ‘001 0.99 1.10 0.35
No. 176
II 04—03 % -2 B 1 > b 1 T SC. 4 0.85
No. 76
1L 04—03 o —_ 0.37
No. 11
v 04—03 o —_ - — 0.05
No. ) L3 1
A% 04—03 o 0.005
No. 1
VI 0403 | 7 — —_ 0.005
VII 04—03 | No- = s — 23 — =
/o
Total No. 23 204 2 206 229 338
9% 0.11 0.98 0.01 0.99 1.10 1.63
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recaptured after the descent from the Raba

catching and number of fish recaptured

i Grown-up fish
‘ 4 Rivers after stay Total
| Gulf of Gdansk Open sea Total in the sea i th aek
124 361 233 759
1.08 3.14 2.03 6.60
35 136 103 303
0.38 147 1.12 3.28
l 1:1.9 1:2.8 1:2:1 1:1.8 1:2.0
|
fishing in successive years after their descent from the River Raba
and place of recapture
Grown-up fish Total s
: l?er of all
Sea Rivers Total of | fish recap-
grown-up tured
Out of : fish re-
Gulf of Total Wista Raba Ina Total captured
Gdansk
35 108 12 . b 12 120 349
0.17 0.52 0.06 0.06 0.58 1.68
98 274 136 o 1 137 411 411
0.47 1.32 0.66 0.005 0.66 1.98 1.98
24 100 145 8 153 253 253
0.12 0.48 0.70 0.04 T 0.74 1.22 1.22
2 13 32 1 33 46 46
0.01 0.06 0.15 0.005 =) 0.16 0.22 0.22
1 1 1
i 0.005 = R - = 0.005 0.005
5 1 1 1
== 0.005 = &5 S 5 0.005 0.005
» I 1 1 1
' a5 | ir 0.005| 1l i 0.005 0.005 0.005
| 159 | 497 326 9 1 336 833 1,062
J 0.77 ’ 2.40 1.57 0.04 0.005 1.62 4.02 5.12
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the Gulf of Gdansk (542 fish, of which 204 were smolts) as out of it (161 fish,
of which 2 were smolts). On the other hand, in the Gulf of Gdansk twice as
many grown-up fish were caught as in the open sea.

The recaptures, as a rule, came to an end in the fourth year after the
descent of the fish from the river. In the next three years only single specimens
were recaptured, in the Gulf of Gdansk in the 5th and 6th years and in the
Wista in the 7th year. In determining the time of catch of the sea-irout April
was assumed to be the first month of the sea period in their life, which is
supported by the following facts: 1) smolts descending to the sea were
recovered in the Wista during the 8 years of investigation and in 5 of these
years their first specimens were caught in March and 2) most of the smolts
recaptured in the sea were taken by the end of April.

The most abundant catch of the tagged fish occurred in the second year
after descent, when in the Gulf of Gdansk more than a half of the total
number of specimens recaptured in that region (52%/o) were caught, this propor-
tion heing still higher for the open-sea catch (62%/). In the rivers (Wista, Ina),
41%/¢ of the total number of the fish returning from the sea for spawning were
caught in the second year after descent.

The first year after descent comes in second in respect of number of
recaptures. Nearly two-thirds of the fish caught in this year were smolts.

Sixty per cent of the fish recovered in the third year were caught in rivers.
It was the best year for recaptures of fish coming upstream for spawning (46%/o
of their total number, of which 8 fish were caught in the Raba). On the other
hand, there was a great decrease in the sea catch of that year as compared
with the previous year. This decrease was particularly pronounced as regards
the catch in the open sea, which catch equalled a quarter of that from the
second year after descent, in the Gulf of Gdansk it was less than a half. Most
of the fish, therefore, left the sea, especially its farther regions, in the third
year and migrated up the river for spawning.

Only a very small number of fish, scarcely 4.39/o of the total (1,062) were
caught in the fourth year. In the preceding 3 years the annual catch was
successively 32.9, 38.7 and 23.8% (95.4% all together) of the total catch. As in
the third year, most of the fish were recaptured in rivers, forming 729 of the
total annual catch (in the Gulf of Gdansk — 249, in the open sea — 49/y, i.e.,
2 specimens). In the next three years, as has already been said, 1 fish was
recovered in each (0.3%/p of the total catch in all). Thus, the relatively small
number of fish that had stayed in the sea as long as 4 years, undertook
a journey for spawning in this year, and so appeared in the sea only excep-
tionally (Table III).

3. MIGRATIONS OF SMOLTS

a. Downstream migration

River recaptures show that the fish tagged may still stay downstream of
the place of planting in the Raba as late as 2 years after release and that
some of them, having left the Raba, turn upstream in the Wista, not down.
stream. For this reason, in the discussion of the downstream migration of
smolts only these specimens were. taken into account, in which the circum-
stances of catch (place and time) did not raise any doubt as to their being on
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the way to the sea. They were, therefore, fish caught in the Wista at a great
distance below the mouth of the Raba (where the brown trout does not occur)
and at the usual time of descent of smolts, i.e., in the spring or autumn.
Twenty-three of them were caught. Most of them, 18 specimens, had been
released a short time before catch in the spring (0.15% of the fish tagged at
that time; out of the autumnal stockings, 5 smolts, 0.05%9, were recaptured).

Recaptures of smolts on their way downstream to the sea were casual, and
their number depended, above all, on the water level at the time of descent.
The higher the water level, the fewer smolts were caught. The casualness of
recaptures is indicated by the lack of any correlations between the number of
smolts caught in the Wista in the particular years of study and the number of
fish released in these years on the one hand and, on the other hand, which is
still more important, by the number of fish from the same stockings recovered
after their descent to the sea (Table IV, e.g., season 1957/1958: the largest
number of fish released, the highest per cent of recoveries after descent and
at the same time the second lowest per cent of smolts captured during
the descent). This lack of correlation is also confirmed by the percentage
ratio of the 3-year-old smolts to the 2-year-olds recaptured in the Wista
(1:1, Table II), which ratio differs fundamentally from that characterizing
the recoveries of all the fish that reached the sea (from 1:1.8 to 1:2.8,
Table II).

Table IV. Number of fish released in the successive years of experriment and those of smolts taken
in the Wisla and fish recaptured after their descent to the sea

1 . ‘ - Number of i

Y £ | , : : fish recaptured after
reloase | No. of fish released 1 Smoltst l::ca\l;/)itst;;ed in. | HpAS dm;:::t i
| R % No. Gors
195171952 | 2,551 (@)* 2%e 0.08 100 3.92
1952/1953 | - 1,573 (19) — —_ 56 3.56
1953/1954 | 2,041 (34) 2 0.10 45 2.20
1954/1955 [ 3,701 (30) 1 0.03 44 1.19
1956 } 3,028 (—) 3 0.10 224 7.40
1957 | 2,814 (105) 9 0.32 211 7.50
1957/1958 | 3,725 (39) 2 0.05 | 321 8.62
l 1958/1959 | 1,241 (161) | 3 0.24 i 37 2.98
| 1960 j 55 (1) ‘ 1 1.82 | 1 1.82
; e - _—
| Total | 20,729 (393) 23 0.11 1.039 5.01
| | LNy et g NSNS ) T B
* The ber of fish recaptured i diately after release and omitted in the calculation of results is given in brackets

** In 1952 two smolts, one dead and other injured and weak were found, and not caught, at the bank of the Wisla
(descent with spring highlevel water, SKROCHOWSKA, 1953).

Smolts were captured in the Wista during their seaward migrations over
a distance of 497 km, from 161st to 640th km downstream of the mouth of the
Raba (correspondingly from 645th to 166th km up from the mouth of the
Wista, Fig. 1).

A single smolt was taken in the autumn (22 September 1957), 177 km
downstream of the mouth of the Raba and 237 km downstream of the place
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of release. All the other smolts (22 specimens) were recaptured in the spring,
in March and April. IvLev and Gavkin (1958) found similar relations in
descending salmon smolts, of which less than 10%/ descended in the autumn
and over 90%p in the spring. The findings presented by ZArNEckr (1936) show
similar proportions in the Dunajec sea-trout released in the Wisloka and

migrating seawards in the autumn (3 specimens, 8.8%/p) and in the spring
(31 specimens, 91.29%).

O Places of release
® Places of recap-
ture

o 100 km
e —

NIESZAWA \ KORABNIKI

Fig. 1. Release and recapture sites of smolts descending to the sea in the Wisla

These results agree thoroughly with the observations made while the fish
were being tagged before releasing, namely, a large number of fish were
found to be in the stage of smolt or parr-smolt at the time of spring taggings

http://rcin.org.pl



Migrations of the sea-trout, brown trout and their crosses. Part III 157

(2030 specimens, i.e., 19.94%/y of the 10,181 fish tagged 1), whereas the specimens
with the appearance of parr-smolts occurred only exceptionally (44 parr-smolts,
which forms 0.94%/p of the 4,663 fish tagged) during the autumn taggings.
Both the results of catch in the Wista and the differences in the numbers of
smolts among the fish tagged in the autumn and in the spring are corroborated
by the studies on the process of smoltification, in which the authors state
that the proper season of this process is the spring months (EvRopEICEVA, 1957,
1960; FonTaINE, 1960).

Other phenomena that accompany the descent of young fish to the sea could
also be traced on the basis of the results of recaptures of smolts and observa-
tions made simultaneously. Thus, it was found that the time when they start
their migration depends closely on 1) external environmental factors, which
are in turn controlled by the hydro- and meteorological conditions of the
year and 2) the internal factors induced by smoltification, that is, a process
preparing the animal for the change of fresh-water environment for the
marine one. The dependence on the external factors was indicated by the
simultaneous or separate descents of fish released in the autumn and in the
spring in particular years of the study, that is to say, the fish from the stock-
ings carried out in both these periods descended simultaneously when owing
to a prolonged cold weather the first sudden rise in temperature and in water
Jevel — the most important stimuli releasing the downstream migration of
smolts (EVROPEICEVA, 1957, 1960; Swan, 1957; FonTAINE, 1960) — occurred late
in spring, not before the spring stockings (1952 — SkrocHOWwska, 1953). If,
however, thanks to an early spell of warm weather the above-mentioned
conditions occurred in the pre-vernal period, then the fish released in the
autumn started their journey still before the spring batch of fish had been
released. This is true of the year 1954, in which a smolt released on 30 No-
vember 1953 was recaptured in the Wista (224 km below the mouth of the
Raba) on 11 March, whereas the spring stockings were carried out as late as
27 March and the first smolts from these stockings were recovered in the
Wista (209 km below the mouth of the Raba) on 19 April.

The dependence of the time of seaward migrations on internal factors is
exemplified by the earlier recaptures of specimens released at the same time
and belonging to the same form and generation in the sea than in the Wisla
or by their simultaneous recaptures in the Wista, in places fairly distant
from each other. Despite the fact that they spent their juvenile periods of
life together (from the moment of fertilization of eggs to that when the first
of them left the Raba), and therefore under the same conditions, they started
their seaward journey at different times. Such specimens were represented
by 2 St; F, sea-trout released at the stage of smolts at the 50th km of the
Raba on 16 March 1957. The first of them was recovered in the sea at a distance
of 858 km from the place of release on 29 March 1957 and the other in the
Wista, 528 km downstream of the place of release, on 30 March 1957. The
capture of 2 specimens of St, F, sea-trout was another example. The fish
released without any signs of smoltification at the 60th km of the Raba on
16 March 1957 were recaptured in the Wisla, at distance of 310 and 453 km
downstream of the place of planting on 30 March 1957, and so 143 km apart.

The date of release of fish into the Raba and that of recapture of the first
smolts in the sea were used to calculate the minimum speed of their journey,

1 The number of smolts was recorded from the autumn of 1954.

3 Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologii
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assuming that under favourable conditions the fish started their downstream
journey immediately after release, and otherwise, as soon as such conditions
(temperature, water level) ensued, and were recaptured just after they had
reached the sea.

In 1952 the minimum speed of migrating smolts, calculated in this manner,
was 65 km per day (SkrocHOWSKA, 1953). A still higher speed has been obtained
on the basis of the results from 1957:

1. An St; F; sea-trout, being a typical smolt, was released at the 50th km
of the Raba at 12 o’clock on 16 March and recaptured in the sea, 2 km from the
mouth of the Wista and 858 km from the place of release 13 days later (at 6
o’clock A.M. on 29 March). The thermal and hydrological conditions on the
day of release suggest that the sea-trout could not start its journey to the sea
until 18 March (the first simultaneous rise in temperature by 2.9°C and in
water level by 15 cm, whereas the previous changes in these conditions were
reverse). The time of migration was therefore 11 days, its average speed being
78 km per day 2.

2. Another St; F; sea-trout released at the same place and on the same day
and also in the stage of smolt, was recovered off the southern coast of the
Wislany Zalew (Sw. Kamien between Tolkmicko and Frombork) about 108 km
from the mouth of the Wista on 2 April. The distance of the place of catching
from that of release was 964 km, the time of migration 15 days (starting from
18 March), the lowest average speed over the whole distance 64 km per day.
Since the smolt undoubtedly moved more slowly in the sea, its speed in the
river must have been higher. If we assume that this sea-trout, like the first
one, reached the sea on 29 March, then its speed in the sea was 27 km per
day.

3. The recapture of two 3-year-old F, sea-trout in the Wisla released
without symptoms of smoltification at the 35th km of the Raba on 26 March
1957 permits the computation of the speed of their migration on the assumption
that they set out at the same time and migrated downstream together. The first
of them was captured at the 528th km of the Wista on 13 April, he other at the
703rd km on 15 April. If they journeyed downstream together, then the fish
captured on 15 April covered a distance of 175 km in 2 days and its speed was
87.5 km per day.

Further data concerning the speed of the downstream migration of smolts
were obtained in 1963 (the study is still being continued). Three fish released
in; the Raba (50th km) on 8 April were recaptured in the Gulf of Gdansk
4 km W of the mouth of the Wista on 17 or 18 April (on 18 April they were
taken out of a net set on 17 April). The distance between the place of release
and that of capture was 860 km, and the fish covered it in 10 or 9 days, the
speed of their journey being, therefore, 86—95.5 km ped day. Two other fish
planted in the Raba (at the 50th and 38th km) on 8 April were caught in the
Gulf of Gdansk, at 54°50 N latitude and 19°35’E. longitude, that is, about
68 km to the north-east of the mouth of the Wista (25 km W of the nearest
eastern coast of the Gulf) 15 days later (on 23 April 1963). The places of release
of these fish were 912 and 924 km away from the place of recapture and thus
the minimum average speed of migration over the whole distance was about

2 If the descent had begun directly after the release of the sea-trout, it would
have reached the sea in 306 hours (12 days and 18 hours) at a speed of 67 km
per day.
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61 and 62 km per day. If we assume, as in the case of the St, F, sea-trout
released in 1957, that the smolts captured on 17 (18) April and on 23 April
1963 migrated seawards together and reached the mouth of the Wisla
simultaneously, then their speed in the sea was about 11—14 km per day.
The recaptures of smolts in 1963 indicate the mass descent of these fish
(3 specimens in one net) and, at the same time, that having finished their
river journey, they are immediately able to swim in the sea, fairly far from
the shore.

b. Sea recaptures of smolts

The smolts recaptured in the sea soon after they had reached it, from
25 March to 4 June, showed no, or only very slight, increase in size. Their
total number was 206 (Table III, Fig. 2), most of which were taken in
April (the number of specimens captured in particular months was as follows:
March — 2, April — 111, May — 84, June — 1; no detailed date of catch,
(April or May, was given in 8 cases).
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Fig. 2. Recapture sites of smolts in the sea

Nearly all these smolts (204 specimens) were recaptured in the Gulf of
Gdansk, including 16 smolts taken in the Wislany Zalew separated from the
Gulf by the Wislany Sand-bar and communicating with it through the Bal-
tic Channel about 72 km NE of the mouth of the Wista. Out of the Gulf
of Gdansk, two 3-year F; sea-trout smolts released into the Raba on 20
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March 1956 were recaptured off the southern coast of the Kurskiy Bay on 15
and 23 May 1956. The distance of the place of recapture of the first of these
fish (Zelenogradsk) was about 131 km NE of the mouth of the Wista mea-
sured in the straight line (about 150 km along the coast-line), the other
was caught 17 km nearer (Pionerskiy).

The places of recapture of smolts extended along the southern coast of
the Baltic over a distance of 183 km, from Orlowo, 33 km NW of the Wista
mouth (29 km, as the crow flies) to Zelenogradsk, 150 km NE of that place.
Nine smolts (4.4 of the total of fish recaptured at this stage) were taken
west of the: mouth; eight of them at a very small distance (1.5—6 km) in
1957 and only 1 somewhat father (29 km) in 1959. Twelve smolts (5.8%/o)
were captured at the very mouth of the Wista and 185 (89.8%/p) to the east,
in the Gulf of Gdansk, Wislany Zalew and Kurskiy Bay. Having left the
Wisla, most of the smolts migrate decidedly in the direction of the east.
ZAarNeEcK: (1936) found the same direction of migration in sea-trout smolts
coming from the Wisla and Zarnecki et al. (1964) in those from the rivers
of Pomerania.

The richest captures of smolts (165 specimens) were made along a 44-kilo-
metre portion of the Polish Coast (from 2 to 46 km E of the mouth of the
Wista), where they were caught in all fishing villages. The recaptures attai-
ned the highest numbers at Krynica Morska (3¢ km E of the Wista mouth —
81 specimens), which should, however, be ascribed to the most intensive fi-
shing carried out at that time and not to the most abundant occurrence
of fish in this place (Jokier, 1955). Scarcely 2 smolts were caught further
to the north-east, off the Soviet Union Coast, from the side of the Gulf of
Gdansk (about 57 and 72 km from the Wisla mouth), 13 specimens in the
Wislany Zalew, a short way away from they channel communicating with
the Gulf of Gdansk (Kaliningradskiy Zalew) and the remaining 3 specimens
in the south-western portion of the Zalew.

Nearly three-quarters of the smolts (151 specimens, 73.3%/y) were reco-
vered within the first three years of the present study (springs of 1952,
1953 and 1954), when their successive recaptures formed 2.39%/ (61 specimens),
3.24%/y (51 specimens) and 1.919/p (39 specimens) of the total number of fish
released in those years. Hardly 55 smolts were caught in the next five years,
i.e., from 1955 to 1959. In relation to the number of fish released their
recaptures ranged from 0.16% (2 specimens) in 1959 to 0.59%/o (18 specimens)
in 1956. The main cause of these differences seems to have been the tech-
nics of fishing, that is, smolts were mostly caught in inshore herring drift
nets during the spring catch or at trial casts of nets for herrings, which
in the spawning season (usually from 10 April to 15 May, Joxier, 1955)
appear in the same regions as young sea-trout coming from the Wisla (in
the vicinity of the Wislana Sand-bar). The unprecedented numbers of her-
rings caught in 1950 and especially in 1951 caused a great intensification
of fishing (a larger number of fisherman and drag-nets) in the years 1952
and 1953. In these years, however, herrings occurred in small numbers, the
catch was poor, whereas smolts were taken in abundance (after JoxkieL,
1955). When herrings continued occurring in small numbers, intensive fishing
was given up and, as a result, the number of smolts recaptured decreased.
The places of their captures situated to the east of the Wista mouth lay in
the same area as previously, but smolts were also found towards the west
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of the mouth of the Wista, where they had never been recorded from before
(Zarneckr, 1936; KuLmarycki, 1940a,b). Besides, though not very numerous
here, they formed a half of the total number of smolts recaptured in the sea
in the given years.

4. MIGRATIONS OF GROWN-UP FISH

a. General characteristic of the course of recaptures

There were no tagged fish in catch from the moment when the recaptures of
smolts had finished, which practically took place in the first half of May
(only 5 smolts were captured after 16 May). They did not appear in it again
until the autumn months, October and November, when they already showed
considerable increases in size 3.

Throughout the whole period of study there were 3 exceptions, i.e., spe-
cimens caught in August (relatively small, 34 and 35 cm in length and 0.34
and 0. 45 kg in weight, but exceeding smolts in size considerably and so re-
ckoned among grown-up fish).

The detailed course of monthly catches of grown-up fish in the three
regions of fishing, namely, in the sea out of the Gulf of Gdansk, in the
Gulf of Gdansk and in the Wista is presented in Table Va, b and ¢, and the
general results of monthly recaptures in Fig. 3.

Except for the specimens caught in August (2 of them in the Gulf of
Gdansk, 34 and 44 km E of the Wista mouth and one near Klaipeda), the
recaptures of grown-up fish began in the seventh month after their descent
from the river (October), at a great distance from the Gulf of Gdansk, in
the open sea. One of the tagged fish was caught off the eastern coast of
Sweden, near the island of Bramo, about 890 km N of the Wisla mouth on
10 October and another fish 75 sea-miles (139 km) SW of Liepaja, i.e., about
210 km N of the Wista mouth on 27 October (Fig. 4A). The thus commenced
catches out of the Gulf of Gdarnsk, increased in the autumn-winter months,
then only slightly in the spring-summer period and ended in catching 2 tagged
specimens in the fourth year after their descent: in April (37th month after
descent) in the northern portion of Kattegat and at the beginning of August
(41st month after descent) presumably in the vicinity of the Gulf of Gdansk
(the tag returned from the GDR without the exact place of catching, Table
Va).

The first fish (2 specimens) in the Gulf of Gdansk were caught in Novem-
ber in the year of descent and the last one at the beginning of April in the

3 A similar but far longer (from the descent of smolts to March of the next year)
absence of salmon in catch round the British Isles was observed by MENZIES
(1925) and Jonges (1959) and in the Baltic Sea by ALm (1928) who explains it, accord-
ing to Dahl, by the supposedly pelagic ways of living of the fish at that time.
The same results were obtained by CArLin (1955) for salmon from the River Lagan
in the sea off the western coast of Sweden. The lack of sea-trout tagged in Baltic
catches (after smolts had ceased appearing in them) till the autumn was reported
by Curzan (1963). The complete lack of post-smolt stage sea-trout in the catch
from the Baltic Sea (or only single recaptures in July or August) and appearance
of specimens tagged in the catches of the autumn months were indicated by the
data given by ZArnEck1 (1936, 1964c), PackrerL and BARTEL (1963) and ZARNECKI
at al. (1964). The same phenomenon with respect to the salmon from tributaries
of the Wista is shown by the finding of Zarnecki (1964b).
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6th year after descent (61st month), all of them in the neighbourhood of
the Wista mouth. These fish stayed in the sea from 8 to 60 months (Table Vb).
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Fig. 3. Monthly recaptures of grown-up fish in the
1 — open Baltic Sea, 2 — Gulf of Gdansk, 3 — Wisla, 4 — average recapture
of the year

In the Wista 12 grown-up fish were captured in the first year after release,
the first two in November, i.e., 8 months after their release in the spring,
1 in December, 8 in March (12th month of the stay in the sea) and 1 fish,
for which no exact date of catching has been given. Most of these fish were
recaptured at the very mouth of the Wista (4 specimens) or hardly 2 km above
it (5 fish). Only 3 specimens were caught away from the mouth of the Wisla,
namely, 2 fish at a distance of 8 (933rd km of the Wista) and 88 km (Nowe
on Wista) from the sea in March and one about 34 km from the sea (Tczew)

without the date. Another specimen was caught at the same distance from the
sea; its stay in the sea, the longest on the record and determined on the
basis of the dates of release (27 March 1957) and recapture (27 September
1962), was 78 months (recovery in the 7th year after release.) However,
since the tag was returned without scales and data concerning its measu-
rements, it was impossible to check whether this fish had already spawned
before or whether it had not lingered in the river for a year before descend-
ing downstream (it was released at the age of 2 years, 14.9 cm in length and

33 gms in weight — Table V).

A comparison of the general course of annual catches of tagged fish in
the open sea and in the Gulf of Gdansk (Fig. 3) with the annual course of
commercial catches made in these regions in more or less the same years
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showed their essential correspondence with each other in both cases . This
fact indicates that the material discussed was sufficiently rich to avoid casual
elements in results.

b. Migrations in the open Baltic Sea and out of its bounds

Out of the Gulf of Gdansk the tagged fish were recaptured in large num-
bers nearly all over the Baltic area and some specimens were even taken
beyond its western bounds. These bounds, as is generally assumed in Polish
papers, are marked out by the Gedser-Darss line, which separates the Arcona
Basin from Lubeck Bay, and by the shollows at the southern end of Ore
Sund (Mankowski, 1955). Beyond this boundary there extends an inter-
mediate region of straits which join the Baltic Sea with the North Sea. Ten
fish were caught in this region (0.05%/p of the fish released and 6.3%/p of the
grown-up fish recaptured in the sea out of the Gulf of Gdansk), namely, 1
specimen in Ore Sund, 2 in Great Belt, 1 in Little Belt, 5 in Kattegat and
1 in Skagerrak. Such long north-western migrations of sea-trout or salmon
descending from Polish rivers to the Baltic Sea have not been recorded
hitherto by any of the authors studying this phenomenon.

In the discussion of open-sea migrations the places of recaptures of fish
belonging to particular year-groups are given separately (Figs 4A, B, C).

Year-group I In the first year after descent 34 fish were recaptured
in the Baltic Sea and 1 beyond its bounds, 35 fish all together (Fig. 4A).
Most of the recaptures were made in the region bordering upon the Gulf
of Gdansk and the southern coast of Kurskiy Bay on the south, the coast of
the Lithuanian and Latvian Republics of the Soviet Union on the east and
the region of the town of Ventspils (394 km from Gdansk5) on the north.
On the west this region is bounded by a straight line drawn from Rozewie
northwards beyond which, about 25 km to the west, only 1 fish was recaptu-
red. Inclusive of this specimen in the area described 28 fish were captured,
of which 21 up to 50 km from the shore and, in turn, 11 out of these last
in the region between Sambian Cape (Briister ort) and Ventspils. The distance
of the places of recapture of 11 specimens did not exceed 50 km from the
boundary of the Gulf of Gdansk either. The captures were made in all the
consecutive months of the year from October till March. The remaining
7 fish were caught in ahe region of Bornholm (4 fish, 3 in Decembre and 1 in
February) and 1 in each of the following localities: off the northern coast
of Gotland (Hallshuk, March), in the Gulf of Bothnia in the neighbourhood
of the islet of Bramo (the above-mentioned first grown-up fish caught in
the sea in October) and out of the Baltic Sea in Great Belt off the eastern
coast of the Danish island of Fyn, near the town of Nyborg (652 km from
Gdansk). In the neighbourhood of Bornholm 3 fish were recaptured west
of this island (26 km NW of Hammeren and 33 km NW of Rénne) and 1 on
the eastern side (at a distance of 46 km).

* CHRISTENSEN (1961) presented the average monthly catches in the Baltic in
the period 1952/1953—1959/1960 and KANDLER (1963) for the period 1954—1961,
whereas Romanski (1964) offered these values for the Gulf of Gdansk in the
years 1955, 1959 and 1960.

5 All the distances from Gdansk are given after Ostsee-Handbuch, Vol. IV.
No. 2003, 1959, sea miles being converted into kilometres. The distance of the
mouth of the Wista from Gdansk is 6 sea miles or 11 km in the eastern direction.
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Recapture sites of grown-up fish
years of sea-life)

4
the Baltic Sea, out of the Gulf of

Gdansk. The Arabic numerals placed
beside the symbol of fish indicate the

month of recapture: A — In the first
life); B — In the second year after

descent (second year of sea-life). Place
of recapture not given for 5 specimens

recaptured in December and 1 specimen
in January; C — in the third and fourth
year after descent (third and fourth

year after descent (first year of sea-
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Year-group IIL Ninety-eight tags were returned from the fish recaptured
out of the Gulf of Gdansk in the second year of their stay in the sea; of
these tags 93 from the Baltic Sea and 5 from the straits connecting this sea
with the North Sea (Fig. 4B). The range of recaptures in both these regions
extended remarkably in relation to that in the previous year, especially
towards the north. In the Baltic Sea the nearly whole Gulf of Bothnia was
included, out of the Baltic the region of recaptures stretched as far as the
Skagerrak.

Nineteen fish were recaptured in the Gulf of Bothnia; out of these, 3 speci-
mens captured farthest towards the north were taken near the eastern coast
of Sweden in the region of Ornskéldsvik (63°16" N and 18°50" E), at a distance
of about 1,000 km from the mouth of the Wista. The places of capture of
other 6 fish, situated between the Aland Islands and Gotland were beyond
the range of fish of the first year-group (except the only fish from the Gulf
of Bothnia). One of them was caught near Bogskir Island (26 km S of the
Alands), 2 fish were taken at the entrance to the Gulf of Finland (Hanko,
659 km from Gdansk) and 3 to the north-east and east of the island of Gotska
Sandon (37 km N of Gotland). Some other places of recaptures occurred in the
region in which no specimens of the first year-group had been found, namely,
in the neighbourhood of Oland (4 fish), off the eastern coast of Sweden, west
of Oland (Skidggnis, Kalmar District, 1 fish), the southern coast of this
country to the north-west of Bornholm (Sandhammeren, 1 fish, Kivik, 1 fish),
the eastern coast of the island of Sjaelland in the vicinity of the southern end
of the Straits of Sund (Klint, 1 fish) and, finally, off the Polish coast in the
region of Ustka (4 fish, some of them at a remarkable distance from the
land).

In the regions where the fish of the first year-group were also recaptured
the following changes were observed: fewer specimens than in the first year
were collected in the inshore zone (up to 50 km) of Kurskiy Bay between
Sambian Cape and Ventspils (11 specimens in the first year and 7 in the
second), their number was also smaller in the regions more than 50 km to
the north of the Gulf of Gdansk (7 specimens in the first year and 5 in the
second). On the other hand, the recaptures were much more numerous in the
close neighbourhood (up to 50 km) of the Gulf of Gdansk (11 specimens in
the first year and 29 in the second) and near Gotland (1 fish in the first year
and 5 in the second). Four fish were captured, as in the first year, in the
region of Bornholm, but they were all caught to the east of the island and
at a somewhat greater distance (from about 37 to 80 km). The tags from
6 fish were returned without the place of recapture (not marked in Fig. 4B).

In the second year after descent five specimens were caught beyond the
bounds of the Baltic Sea, namely, 1 specimen in the southern portion of
Ore Sund (Koge Bay, 427 km from Gdansk), one fish in Little Belt (Aabenraa
Fiord, 694 km from Gdansk), 2 in the Kattegat (Gulf of Laholm, about 610
km from the Wista mouth) and 1 in the Skagerrak (southern portion of Oslo
Fiord, about 950 km from the Wista mouth), which is the farthest locality
to the northwest of the Gulf of Gdansk. Captures were made from August
to March (17th—24th month after descent), the first and the last fish being
caught in the Gulf of Laholm (Fig. 4B).

Year-group III. Twenty-four fish were captured out of the Gulf of
Gdansk in the third year of their stay in the sea, 21 of them in the Baltic

http://rcin.org.pl



ngratnons of the sea- trout, brown trout and their crosses. Part III 167

and 3 in the straits connecting the Baltic with the North Sea (Fig. 4C).
The picture of recaptures in the southern portion of the sea in the third
year after descent haa undergone a thorough change as compared with the
two preceding years. Only 3 specimens were caught close to the Gulf of
Gdansk and off the coast of the Lithuanian and Latvian Soviet Republics
(N of Rozewie, N of Sambian Cape and W of Liepaja), whereas in the previous
years the captures were most abundant in this region. New localities of
catches, however, appeared along the Polish coast west of Rozewie (Leba,
Dartowo, Dabki, Mrzezyno), where 5 specimens were taken at distances rang-
ing from 25 km (OP-7 fishing—ground) to 213 km (Mrzezyno). The other
places of recaptures lay within the range of year-group II, but were less
numerous and except for the region of Bornholm only single specimens were
caught in them. Thus, starting at the north, 4 fish were recaptured in the Gulf
of Bothnia, 3 off the eastern coast of Sweden from Ornskéldsvik to the sout-
hern end of this gulf, and 1 off the western Finnish coast (Skaftung). Three
fish were taken in the region between the Aland Islands and Gotland and
Oland, one off the northern coasts of either of these last islands and a third
one off the Swedish coast, to the north of Oland (Harstena). Four specimens
were captured up to 63 km E and SE of Bornholm, one north of feba and
one north of Ustka, these last two at a considerable distance from the shore
(74 and above 130 km).

Three fish were caught in the straits joining the Baltic Sea with the
North Sea, 2 in the Kattegat, of which one in its southern part, off the
morthern coast of the island of Sjaelland (Gilleleje) in April and the other
farther to the north, off the western coast of Sweden) Falkenberg, 657 km from
the Wista mouth) in July; the third fish was captured in the Great Belt, off
the western coast of Sjaelland (Asnaes Peninsula, about 730 km from the
Wista mouth) in November.

Year-group IV. Only 2 tags have been returned from the fish recap-
tured in the fourth year after descent. In April 1 fish was caught in the
northern part of the Kattegat, in Aalbaek Bay (about 760 km from the
mouth of the Wista). The locality of catch of the second fish, taken in the
Baltic in August, was not given (the tag was returned by the G.D.R., whose
fishermen fished in the vicinity of the Gulf of Gdansk, Fig. 4C).

The results of recaptures of tagged fish in the sea out of the Gulf of
Gdansk discussed above make it possible to establish the following presumable
course of their migrations:

The greater part of the fish, carrying on the migrations of most of the
smolts, leave the Gulf of Gdansk along its eastern coast (some of them still
at the smolt stage) and travel a relatively short distance towards the north
without moving too far from the shore, as evidenced by the recaptures of
tagged fish in the area between the Gulf of Gdansk and Ventspils (394 km
from Gdansk) in the period from August till March or till the end of the first
year of their sea life. Only a few specimens take up a further journey to the
north immediately and reach remote regions of the Gulf of Bothma (Bramo,
about 900 km from the mouth of the Wista) before winter.

Smaller numbers of fish, having left the Gulf of Gdansk, direct themself
at once towards the north-west and come to the region of Bornholm; before
the year has elapsed, some of them migrate on to the region of straits between
the Danish islands.
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It the second year after descent the fish which up to that time have stayed
in the littoral zone of the Lithuanian and Latvian Soviet Republics and in
the region to the west of this zone journey to the north and are captured
in large numbers throughout the part of the Baltic Sea stretching in that
direction from the Gulf of Gdansk. The farthest portion of the Gulf of
Bothnia (beyond 64°N. latitude), where they have not been found, is an excep-
tion. From the region of Bornholm the fish, whose number is constantly
completed (uniform catches in the three successive years after descent), scatter
towards the southern coast of Sweden and in fairly large numbers swim out
of the Baltic Sea to reach the Skagerrak.

In the second year many fish also leave the Gulf of Gdansk and swim
out into the open sea neighbouring upon the gulf. These fish, recaptured
in large numbers in the winter (25 specimens of the total of 29 were taken
from November to February, Fig. 4B), belong to those which are the first
to return to the Gulf of Gdansk, as shown by their slight occurrence (2 fish,
Fig. 4C) in catches of this region in the third year after descent.

In the third year after descent only a small number of the fish remain
in the open sea, where relatively many of them (9 specimens out of the 24,
i.e., 37.5%p) were recaptured at the beginning of that year, namely, in the
spring months, April and May (in the previous, second, year only 2 fish
were captured in this period, Table Va). The occurrence of numerous fish
off he Polish coast, between Swinoujscie and Rozewie, suggests that many
of them return this way from the western regions of the sea to the Gulf of
Gdansk, lingering longest in the region of Bornholm (still captured in Ja-
nuary and March, i.e., in the 34th and 36th months after descent).

In the fourth year all the fish leave the open sea, for only 2 specimens
were caught there in this period, both in the first part of the year (April and
August, Fig. 4C), and not a fish was caught out of the Gulf in the next, fifth,
year of their sea life.

To conclude this description of the open sea migrations of the sea-trout,
it should also be mentioned that the share of Polish fisheries in the catches
out of the Gulf of Gdansk, in which all the Baltic countries took part, was
slight. Polish fishermen caught 1 fish in the Deep of Gdansk and 7 off the
western Polish coast (Rozewie — Swinoujscie), 8 fish in all, i.e., 59/ of the
total catch in the open sea (159 specimens). The units of Swedish fisheries
caught the most, namely 87 fish, 54.7%. The recaptures made by other states
are as follows: G.F.R. — 35 fish (22.0°%), Denmark — 22 fish (13.8%),
US.S.R. — 3 fish (1.9%), Finland — 2 fish (1.3%/p) and G.D.R. — 2 fish
(1.3%p). All these countries but Finland caught fish also in the Gulf of Gdansk,
however only in small numers except for the G.F.R., whose recaptures
(40 fish) in the Gulf of Gdansk outnumbered those in the open sea. These
last were, besides, made for the most part in the close vicinity of the Gulf
of Gdansk, mainly in the Deep of Gdansk, and the fishing grounds of this
region are reckoned among the richest in the Baltic Sea in so far as sal-
monid fish are concerned (Tuurow, 1960).

c. Migrations in the Gulf of Gdansk

A total of 338 grown-up fish (1.63% of the fish released, Table III, Fig. 5)
were caught in the Gulf of Gdansk. A great many fish were taken near the
shore in all localities in which smolts were caught (the most numerous recap-
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Fig. 5. Recapture sites of grown-up fish in the Gulf of Gdansk. All the fish of

a particular year-group recaptured up to 11 km from the mouth of the Wisla are

marked with only one symbol their number being given beside the symbol. In

the remaining area each fish is given a separate symbol. Place of recapture not

given for 2 specimens after 1 year 1in the sea and for 12 specimens after 2 years
n the sea

tures were made at the mouth of the Wista — 52 specimens, then at Kry-
nica Morska — 49 specimens where the number of smolts captured was also
the highest), and there were less abundant catches at a distance from the
land ¢ (Table VI).

The figures presented in Table VI show that near the shore 2.5 times as
many specimens were recaptured as at a distance from it and that their pro-
portions in the catches made in both these regions varied with age of fish.
These changes proceeded in quite opposite directions, since the inshore catch-
es became relatively more and more aboundant, while the number of fish
of older age-groups recaptured at a distance from the shore decreased gra-
dually (this concerns year-groups I—III; the number of fish of the fourth
year-group captured was too small, 11 specimens, for the results to be fully
reliable). These differences in the age composition of catches were undoub-
tedly due to the more and more numerous returns of older fish to the inshore
waters in connection with their migrations for spawning.

6 This batch of fish contains 10 specimens whose tags have been returned
from abroad without a mention about the exact place of capture. Owing to this
fact, in Fig. 5 all these fish are marked together in the area adjacent to the boundary
of the Gulf of Gdansk, to the north of the mouth of the Wista.
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As mentioned above, in addition to the Polish fishing units those of the
other Baltic states also took part in the fisheries in the Gulf of Gdansk.
Their participation in inshore fisheries (exclusively the U.S.S.R.) was slight,
scarcely 2.6% (6 specimens out of the 232 tagged fish captured in this region).
On the other hand, the fish caught by fishermen of foreign coutries at a distan-
ce from the shore, 48 in number (G.F.R. — 40, Denmark — 5, Sweden — 2
and G.D.R. — 1 fish), formed more than the half (52%) of the total of marked
fish (92 specimens) captured there. Compared with the foregoing, the results
of Polish fishermen were 83.79/p (226 fish) of the total Polish catch (270 fish)
in the inshore zone of the Gulf of Gdansk and hardly 16.39/, (44 fish) at
a distance from the shore. Romaxskr (1964) gives a similar proportion of the
inshore recaptures of sea-trout — 81.6% of the total. Owing to the fact that in-
shore fishing grounds are exploited far more intensely than those distant from
the land (Romanxski, 1964; Carzan et al., 1965) it is difficult to estimate the
actual numbers of sea-trout in both these regions.

Table VI. Adult fish recaptured in the Gulf of Gdarisk according to the distance from the coast

( Number of fish recaptured (
Place of ! I Successive year after descent
recapture { =i
| |
( L e A E gl ‘ 6 } Total
Closeto | No.| 47 | 117 59 A | Sl o1 U [
the coast % | 962 71.3] 77.6 727 | — | 1000 | 7.6
Far from No. 24 47 17 3 ' 1 ' —_ r 92 }
the coast | % 33.8 28.7 2.4 213 | 1000 | — } 28.4
Total No.‘ 71 ; 164 ’ 76 11 } RS ‘ 2

The dependence of both the abundance and the age composition of the
catches on upstream migration becomes very distinct when the fish recaptu-
red in the Gulf of Gdansk have been divided into groups according to
the distance of the places of recapture from the mouth of the Wista
(Table VII).

Assuming that the estuarial region of fishing covers an area within a ra-
dius of 11 km from the mouth of the Wista 7, one will find that in this small
part of the Gulf of Gdansk (about 190 km?2), which forms hardly 3.5% of the
surface area of the whole Gulf (exclusive of WiSlany Zalew), nearly the half

7 Places of recapture: Gérki Wschodnie and Gérki Zachodnie, about 10—11 km
W of the mouth of the Wista — 31 fish, 6 km W of the mouth of the Wisla —
1 fish, the region of the mouth of the Wisla as far as 2 km to the east (Swibno,
Mikoszewo from the side of the sea) — 52 fish, 3—5 km E of the mouth of the
Wista — 9 fish, Jantar, about 7 km E of the mouth of the Wista — 32 fish and Stegna,
10—11 km E of the mouth of the Wista — 30 fish.
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172 S. Skrochowska

(48.3%/p) of all the fish were caught. In this region 1 fish fell to 1.2 km2, whereas
in the whole remaining area (5,290 km2?) to 27 times as large an area, i.e,
31.9 km2.

In the estuarial portion of the Gulf of Gdansk the number of fish in suc-
cessive year-groups (from first to fourth) increased steadily, while out of
this region it decreased. More than the half of the younger fish (year-group
I and II) were captured at a distance of more than 11 km, whereas the greater
half of the older specimens (year-groups III and IV) were caught less than
11 km from the mouth of the Wista (Table VII).

Three fish were taken in Wislany Zalew, 2 of them in its south-western
Polish portion and one in the Sowiet portion, near the Polish frontier (Fig. 5).
Those fish have been counted in the inshore zone. No places of catching
have been given for 14 fish from the Gulf of Gdansk (they have not been inclu-
ded in Table VI and Fig. 5, and in Table VII are given at the end).

d. Upstream migration of adult specimens

A total of 336 grown-up fish tagged (1.62%/p of the fish released) were
recaptured in three rivers, the Wista, Raba and Ina. The number and time
of captures in particular rivers have been discussed before (Table III), now
I shall deal with the places of captures.

Fish recaptured in the Wista. In order to discuss the catches
of fish in the Wista on their way for spawning, the river bed was divided into
6 sections, taking into account the concentration of specimens captured at:
particular places as well as the hydrological conditions of the river.

The estuarial portion of the Wista to Swibno and Mikoszewo, hardly 2 km
long, was regarded as the first section. It shows a great influence of the sea
just as the inshore portion of the gulf is, in turn, influenced by the Wista waters
and they both constitute a transitional zone between the river and the sea.
It is hard to establish whether all the fish recaptured here had already started
on their journey for spawning (this is particularly true of the 37 specimens
caught at the very mouth of the Wisla), but the course of recaptures in this
sections is undoubtedly characteristic of the beginning of this migration.

The second section extends over a length of 32 km from Swibno to Tczew
(907th km of the Wisla). The influence of the sea upon the water height in the
river at its low or medium levels can be observed also for a considerable
distance, about 22 km (to the 917th km of the Wisla — Palczewo), in this
section.

The upper boundary of the third section with a length of 136 km is marked
out by the mouth of the Brda (771.4th km of the Wista).

The fourth section, 221 km long, stretches between the mouth of the Brda
and that of the Bug (550.5th km of the Wista). This last place is situated more or
less in the middle between the mouth of the Raba and the sea and divides
this distance into two parts, a lower part 390.5 km long and an upper part
415.8 km in length.

The first three sections form the Lower Wista, the fourth section covers
a part of the lower and a part of the middle course of the river (the boundary
between the Lower and Middle Wista — Korabniki at the 684th km of the
river is merely an administrative division, and for this reason has been omitted
here).

The fifth section, which is 226 km long, reaches to the mouth of the Ka-
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mienna (demarcating the Middle Wista from the Upper, 324th km). In this place
the Wisla leaves the Sandomierz Uplands and its current slackens considerably
(from about 84 km per day at an average water level to about 50 km per day).
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Fig. 6. Recapture sites of adult fish returning for spawning in the Wista and Raba.

In the first section of the Wista all the fish of a particular year-group are marked

with only one symbol, their number being given for each symbol. In the further
sections each fish is given a separate symbol

The sixth section, 189 km in length, covers the greater part of the upper
course of the Wista, from the mouth of the Kamienna to that of the Raba
(134.7th km of the Wista).

The fish recaptured in particular sections of the Wista are analysed in
Table VIII and presented in Fig. 6. Both their number and the age composition
are characteristic, namely, as the distance from the sea became longer the
number of the fish captured decreased markedly (this should also be ascribed,
to some extent, to a smaller intensity of fishing in the further sections of the

4 Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologii
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174 S. Skrochowska

Wista), and at the same time the proportion of fish of the younger year-groups
diminished in the captures in favour of the older year-groups. The abundance
of captures is best characterized by the length of river-bed falling to one fish
recaptured; it increased steadily with the distance from the sea (from 11 m
in the first and shortest section, in which more than the half of the total of
fish were captured, to 94.5 km in the sixth section, where 2 fish were caugth).
An increase in the number of older specimens in captures at the cost of the
younger ones can be exemplified best by the 2nd and 3rd year-groups, re-
presented most abundantly in these catches. The fish of the 2nd year-group
prevailed in the catches in the first section of the Wista, whereas in the
second section the specimens of the 3rd year-group outnumbered them a little,
and the difference in number between these year-groups increased steadily
in the next sections, always in favour of the older specimens (Table VIII}.

The ranges of places in which the fish belonging to particular year-groups
were recaptured present themselves as follows: the youngest specimens (the
first year after descent) were caught only in the first three sections of the
Wista, at the farthest, 88 km from the sea (Nowe on Wista). The fish returning
for spawning in the second year after descent were captured in five sections,
the farthest locality up the Wista being that near Deblin at a distance of
547 km from the sea (259 km downstream of the mouth of Raba). The fish
returning in the third and fourth years after descent were caught over the
whole length of the Wista up to the 140th km, i.e., to the place situated scarcely
5 km downstream of the mouth of the Raba and at a distance of 801 km from
the sea.

Exclusively the fish of the last two year-groups were also recaptured in
the Raba. The only fish that entered the river 7 years after release, it is not
known whether for the first time (lack of scales), was caught in the second
section of the Wisla (Tczew). It is worth while to mention that one of the fish
from this section was caught by rod (spinning) in the Nogat, about 30 km from
its mouth to the Wislany Zalew and 15 km downstream of the ramification of
the Wista.

A detailed list of localities of captures of the fish in particular sections of
the Wista and the numbers of specimens caught in particular localities are
given in Table IX.

Fish recaptured in the Raba after their return from
the sea. Tags from 9 adult fish8 have been returned from the Raba, and
they relate exclusively to females, of which 8 returned from the sea for
spawning in the third and 1 in the fourth year after descent (Fig. 6).

The places of capture of 3 fish were at a distance ranging from 19 to 48 km
upstream of the places of release, 3 fish were caught in the neighbourhcod of
the place of release and 3 others from 10 to 31 km downstream of this place.

Only 2 fish were captured in summer, in June and August (acc. to the stage
of development of their gonads they were to spawn in the autumn), and 7
during the spawning season, in October and November; 2 of these fish were
taken after they had shed eggs in the river. Catching was done by means of

8 Two other tagged fish, a male and a female, were caught in the autumn of
1960: these were, however, lost among the sea-trout spawning in masses. Neither
were the numbers of their tags read off, and so they have been left out in the

diirs:ussion of the results. In fact, the total catch in the Raba consisted of 11 spe-
cimens.
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Table IX. Places of recapture of adult fish in the Wisla

= !
Place Fish recaptured |
Section - ‘—‘ — e
of the km | Distance | Distance from the
Wista Name of the | from the sea in km N}ln&ls);r Total ‘
| Wista t sea in km l from to o ;
: :
’ Mouth of the Wista | 941 0 7. ‘
Swibno, Mikoszewo | 939 | 2 0 2 149 186 '
| Drewnica 932 9 7 11 10
Ostaszewo 925 16 14 17 ‘ 5. |
. Palczewo | 917 24 | 20 23 qa v |
1T Km of the Wista [ 912 29 27 31 4 15
Tczew [ 907 | 34 32 35 45 ' |
Ostaszewo—Tczew* | ‘ 16 34 3 |
| the River Nogat 15 } 30 30 1
| Gniew 877 | 64 64 Lot
Nowe on the Wista 853 | 88 85 95 6
I | Grudziadz 835 | 106 102 112 5 2
| Chetmno 806 135 125 135 3 |
| Km of the Wisia 790 ' 151 151 RN
Fordon \ 775 ‘ 166 163 167 6 |
Solec Kujawski 763 | 178 176 179 4}
| Torun | 737 204 204 I
Zlotoryja | 728 213 213 20
Siarzewo | 709 232 231 233 ]
Nieszawa 704 237 237 239 gkl ‘
| IV | Bégdopoméz 690 251 251 1 | 30
Wioclawek 679 | 262 268 274 4
| Osnica | 627 : 314 314 W
| Pieczynki Lowickie | 597 344 344 [ ]
Czerwinsk | 578 363 | 360 366 | 2,
| Miaczynek ‘ 567 374 374 | 3 ’
| Nowy Dwor Mazow. 549 392 392 L | [
" Suchocin 541 400 397 ' hahl ‘
v Warszawa Cytadela 516 425 412 431 | iy | 11
| Kozienice 412 529 529 | 1 ‘
| | Deblin 393 548 544 547 | 2 l
| Pulawy | 372 569 568 570 2 {
VI Dabréwka Morska | 140 801 801 ‘ 20 | 2
) Does Lol fie 55 SERE g |
| Total | ‘ o s | 326 | 32 |

* The exact place of recapture not given.

electric equipment except for 1 specimen, which was caught by rod in August
(spinning; Table X).

Experimental rearing of spawned females in ponds.
Four of the 5 unspawned females (Table X; Ser. No. 4, 5, 8 and 9) were
transported to Mydiniki and spawned there. Their coefficients of condition
ranged from 0.95 to 1.07 before spawning and from 0.71 to 0.86 after spawning.
Attempts of further rearing of these females in trout ponds failed. One of them,

4*
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Table X. Adult fish recaptured in the

| Release |
[ ——————————— e LIRS
| Ser. No. of | Distance | Distance
Formand |
No. tag : from the | from the
P age Il.‘:nfr::‘ “;f]'gm Date | mouth of Date | mouth of
B8 | the Raba | | the Raba
| | inkm | inkm
1 2503 | (Bt x St),F, | 22.0 114 8.12.51 | 19 8.11.54 38
(2 4573 St, F; [ 19.5 65 29.11.52 22 I 9:11.55 ' 65—75
3 17 022 St F, | 25288 57157 3.12.54 ’ 50 | 28.10.58 | 50
| 4 619 | (Bt x St),F, | 17.5 57 | 20.03.56 62 | #iss| 50
5 2742 | (Bt x St),F;| 15.8 39 | 27.03.56 | 81 4.11.58 | 50
6 8023 | (St x Bt),F, | 20.0 77 | 10.12.57 60 ‘ 20.06.60 | 50
7 8495 | (Bt x St),F; | 17.1 60 15.03.58 { 38 22.08.60 70
| 8 8260 | (St x Bt),F,| 187 62 | 10.12.57 50 before ca 50
' ! 1 ' 22.10.60 |
| 9 8824 St F; | 17.0 | 40 ‘; 15.03.58 ‘ 50 4.11.60 | ca 50 |
Remarks:
Ser. no. | recaptured after spawning, weight of gutted fish; Ser. no. 2 recaptured after spawning, weight estimated
Mydlniki on November 5; Ser. no. 6 eggs developed; Ser. no. 7 recaptured by rod (spinning), eggs developed; Ser. no. §

on November 7.

Table XI. Fish recaptured in the Wista

| [ Release
‘ ! =T
| Ser. No. of I Distance
Form and
! No. tag 5 from the km of
{ P G8E I;ehn‘:g;h Weight Date mouth of Date the
| g the Raba Wista
| in km
e L = ‘ | S B
10 2 851 ; (Bt x St),F; 17.9 | 62 1 27.03.56 \ 81 [ 23.09.58 775
11 1 088 ' St, F, 16.0 42 20.03.56 50 | 9.09.59 704
12 4590 | (Bt x St),F; 18.0 60 16.03.57 57 7.09.59 703
| 13 18938 St. F, 18.1 | 50 31.03.55 38 5.08.58 140 |
| 14 2470 @ (Bt x St),F, 161 | 43 3.12.51 19 9.11.54 f 37% 4 |

Remarks:

Ser. no. 10 spawning on November 7, 1958; Ser. no. 11 spawning on October 26, 1959; Ser. mo. 12 spawning on Octo-
downstream of the mouth of the Raba.

which we managed to keep alive longest (No. 8), lived out the winter, during
which its brown mating colour changed into silver. However, a fortnight after
the spring draining of the pond on 13 April 1961, it died too. It appeared that
this female had lost 209 of its weight in the period from 27 October 1960
to 13 April 1961 (its weight was 3.0 kg on 27 October 1960, after spawning,
and 2.40 kg on 13 April 1961), and then it had not taken any food, though
it was offered artificial food and there were large numbers of small crucian
in the pond (nearly a half of them — 24 kg — survived till the spring). Other,
mostly 11-year-old, spawners of the pond sea-trout, hibernating in the same
pond, put on weight on the average by 13.3%/p during the winter (mean weight
of 1 specimen in the autumn — 705.8 gms, in the spring — 800.0 gms, increment
in weight — 94.2 gms).
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Raba after their return from the sea
Recaplure
Dlstance 1 ' . . s Scale
feom the Weight in kg Coefficient Successive e pe
lace of | Sex | LEMBtM | perore after of condition year
l:-elease incm | spawning | before after after of sea  of close
e ‘ | spawning descent | Incre- | rings at
[ ments = the edge
l
* +19 ' Q 700 | — 240 | — — 3 2 present
| ca +48 Q 71.5 — | 220 | — — | 3 3 absent
Lo IRCEN G — |00 | — | okl el 3 absent
—-12 | @ 73.9 4.30 345 | 1.07 0.86 3 3 absent
| -31 | @ 75.0 4.00 3.00 0.95 0.71 3 2 present
\ —10 Q 68.0 3.95 — 1.26 — 3 2 present
‘ +32 ’ 0TI i 1) 3.50— — 0.96— — 3 2 present
‘ | 3.75 | 1.05
[ arepiol il sl 3.50- | 300 | 096 | 082 3 — -
+ 0 Q | 312 | 242 | 098 | 076 3 — =

68.2

|
i
I

|

three days after death; Ser. no. 3 recaptured adult, spawned at Gdéw; Ser. no. 4 and 5 recaptured adult, spawned at
recaptured immature, spawn at MydIniki on October 26; Ser. no. 9 recaptured immature, spawned at MydIniki

(Vistula) during their migration for spawning

Recapture

T \ ] S 5 E 5 Scale

Diance | || Weghinkg | O S e
| Sex | before after Year | ofsea | of close
‘ {he sea J in cm spawning before after after | sy ! rings at
L in km | . spawning descent ‘\ ments | the edge
: PRI S i :
| 166 Q| 790 | 550 | 410 | 112 | 08 | 3, | 3 | absent
| 237 e 76.0 4.80 3.80 1.09 ‘ 0.87 ‘ 4 | 3 absent
| 238 | 9| 760 | 500 | 390 | 114 | 089 3 | 2 | present

801 | o | 86.0 — — — — 4 4 | absent

| 570 | Q| 7.1 E 7 3.09 — | o9 3 2 | present

ber 26, 1959; Ser. no. 13 recaptured 5 km downstream of the mouth of the Raba; Ser. no. 14 kelt, recaptured 236 km

The data concerning the release and recapture of females in the Raba are
given in Table X, whereas Table XI offers the same data for the 5 fish taken
in the Wista during their upstream journey.

It will be seen from Table XI that 3 still immature females (stage V acc.
to Maier’s scale) returning for spawning, were caught in the lower Wisla, 166,
237 and 238 km from the sea in September 1958 and 1959. These females:
(Nos. 10, 11 and 12) were kept for 45—49 days till they attained sexual maturity
and then were stripped.

Female No. 10 caught at the 775th km of the Wista (Fordon) on 23 September
1958 was released into the Raba in March 1956 together with 2 other females
(Table X, Ser. Nos 4 and 5), which were captured in the Raba at a distance
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178 S. Skrochowska

of 50 km up from the mouth (Gdéw). Had not the spawning migration of
female No. 10 been interrupted by its capture in the Wisla, it would probably
have spawned in the Raba, as indicated by the results of investigations
carried out so far, especially these of HasLEr and WisBy (1951), HasLEr (1954),
and WisBy and HasLer (1954). All the 3 females would have spawned at more
or less the same time, because when caught in the Raba (4 November) they
were sexually quite ripe and the female recaptured in the Wista was stripped
on the spot on 7 November (it may have attained maturity somewhat earlier).
Thus, on the basis of the distance between their recapture sites, equal to
690 km, and the time that elapsed between the recapture dates, 42 days, it
can be easily calculated that the mean speed of the upstream migration could
not be smaller than 16 km per day. This lies within the limits of 10—20 km
per day, given by Lindroth (1952) for salmon travelling up a river to spawn.
The speed given concerns remarkably smaller distances, mostly below 100 km.
Besides, the author did not find any differences in speed of travelling between
fish covering smaller distances and those making longer journeys. JokieL
(1953) determined the average rate of spawning run for the sea-trout in the
lower Wisla (over a distance of 147 km from the mouth) at 20 km per day.
On account of the narrowness of the river-bed the current in this part of the
Wista is remarkable.

Another fish was caught in the Wista near Pulawy, 236 km below the mouth
of the Raba (5th section of the Wista — Table IX) on 9 November 1954
(Table XI, Ser. No. 14), which had spawned, as may be presumed, also in the
Raba. The uncommon emaciation of this specimen — its coefficient of condi-
tion being 0.79° is low even in spawned females (Tables X and XI), and the
appearance of the head — lack of the kype on the lower jaw — suggest that
it was a female returning to the sea after spawning, which is confirmed by
the vast erosion of its scale. The day before the capture of this fish in the
Wista another female, which had also spawned already, was caught in the
Raba (Table X, Ser. No. 1). The data concerning the recapture of these two
females show that the downstream migration was undertaken immediately
after spawning.

It is also worth notice that 2 females caught in the Lower Wista (237 and
238 km from the sea) in September 1959 and artificially spawned there after
being kept for about 7 weeks exhibited no growth in the last year before
spawning (scales of female No. 11 captured in the fourth year after descent
had 3 sea increments and these of female No. 12 caught in the third year
only 2 increments). This indicates that the fish had left the sea long before
it attained sexual maturity (up to a year) and had stayed in the Lower
Wisla ever since. If they had not been captured on 9 and 7 September, they
would have made the further journey to the spawning-grounds with their
gonads approximating to the state of complete ripeness, covering a distance
of more than 600 km a short time before spawning. This fact contradicts

9 The coefficient of condition for other specimens caught in the fifth section of
the Wista in the months approximating to the date of recapture of fish No. 14
were as follows: 1.46 and 1.41 for 2 fish captured on 14 and 30 September and 1.13
for a fish caught on 11 December. The lowest condition coefficients were found in
2 fish taken on 7 and 15 June and they were 1.00 and 0.95. All these specimens,
as indicated by the recapture dates and condition indices, were on their way to
spawning-grounds, and those caught in June had set out on the journey in the
preceding year, as is also evidenced by the look of their scales.
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the statement that the maturation of gonads of sea-trout from the tributaries
of the Upper Wista demands favourable conditions of mountainous rivers
(CurzaAN et al., 1965).

It also must be mentioned that not an adult specimen was recaptured in
any other tributaries of the Wista but in the Raba.

Recapture in the River Ina. The only adult fish captured
outside the catchment basin of the Wista after their stay in the sea was an
F, sea-trout released in the Raba at the age of 2 years on 20 March 1956.
The recapture was made 17 months later (stay in the sea — .1+) on 3 August
1957 in the River Ina, which opens into the Szczecinski Zalew, about 40 km
upstream from the mouth, at Stargard (no measurements of the fish were
given). This recapture corroborates the phenomenon, recorded in literature, of
the dispersal of some anadromous salmonids from their places of origin,
which allows for new populations in rivers devoid of them previously. This
phenomenon is regarded as one of the adaptations ensuring the preservation
of species. .

e. Specimens migrating to the sea after a year’s stay in the river

Only 5 fish, i.e., 0.5%0 of the total of 1,062 specimens recaptured after the
descent from the Raba (0.02°/p of the fish released) remained in the river
for a year and did not undertake a journey to the sea till the next year
after its release. This fact was suggested by their measurements at the
-time of recapture and confirmed by an analysis of scales. Four of these
fish were released at the age of 2 years and one at the age of 3 years. The
length of 2-year-olds ranged from 17.7 to 18.5 em (weights 50—57 gms),
the length of the 3-year-old fish was 21.3 cm (weight 90 gms). None of them
was therefore too small to start on a journey to the sea at once, as other
young fish tagged did, of which many were much smaller in size (the smallest
of the fish tagged by me was a 2-year-old Pomeranian sea-trout liberated
in the Raba on 17 March 1960; it was 13.6 cm long and weighed 30 gms).
All these fish were released in spring (1956—1958). Moreover, it must be
mentioned that the descent of a 4-year-old smolt to the sea from the tribu-
taries of the Upper Wista should be regarded as an exceptional occurrence.

5. SUMMARY

The recaptures of the fish that had descended from the Raba were as follows:
23 descending smolts in the Wista, 703 fish in the sea, and 336 fish in the rivers
during their spawning migrations. Descending smolts were recaptured at distan-
ces from 161 to 640 km downstream of the mouth of the Raba. The calculated
rate of their downstream journey was at lest 65—95 km per day. 206 smolts and 497
grown-ups were caught in the sea. Nearly all the smolts were recaptured in the
littoral zone of the Gulf of Gdansk, chiefly to the east of the mouth of the Wista,
and in greatest numbers in April. More than twice as many grown-up fish
were caught in the Gulf of Gdansk (338) as out of it (159). In both the
regions the fish were recaptured in greatest numbers in the second year
after descent, whereas in the rivers the most abundant recaptures of adult fish
occurred in the third year. Out of the Gulf of Gdansk the sites of recaptures were
scattered nearly all over the Baltic, reaching beyond its western bounds as far
as the Skagerrak. The most fish were caught at a short distance N and NE of
the Gulf of Gdansk.

In the Gulf of Gdansk 72% of the fish were recovered close to the shore,
the rest of them all over its area. As to the distance of the recapture sites from
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the mouth of the Wisla, it has been established that 48%: of the fish were caught
11 km or less from the mouth.

Fish returning for spawning were taken in three rivers: 326 in the Wisla,
9 in the Raba, and 1 fish in the River Ina, the mouth of which is about 300 km
W of the mouth of the Wisla.

Nearly all the fish (1,057) descended from the Raba to the sea in the year of
release, only 5 specimens did it a year later.

Unlike the river catches (see Part II), the sea catches comprised twice as
many fish released at the age of 2 years as those released at the age of 3 years.

6. STRESZCZENIE

Ryby, ktore opuécily Rabe, zostaly odlowione: 23 splywajace smolty w Wisle,
703 ryby w morzu i 336 w rzekach w czasie wedrowki rozrodczej. Splywajgce
smolty odlowiono w odlegloSci 161—640 km ponizej ujScia Raby. Najmniejsza
wyliczona szybko§é ich wedroéwki wynosila 65—95 km/dobe. W morzu odlowiono
206 smoltéw i 497 wyroénietych osobniké6w. Prawie wszystkie smolty zlowiono
w przybrzeznej strefie Zatoki Gdanskiej, gléwnie po wschodniej stronie ujscia
Wisty, najliczniej w kwietniu. W Zatoce Gdanskiej odlowiono przeszio 2 razy wiecej
wyroénietych ryb (338 sztuk) niz poza jej granicami (159 ryb). W obydwu rejonach
najwyzsze polowy przypadly na drugi rok po splywie, w rzekach najwiecej do-
rostych ryb zlowiono w trzecim roku. Miejsca odlowu ryb poza Zatoka Gdanskg
obejmowaly niemal caly Baltyk, przekraczajgc na zachodzie jego granice, az po
Skagerrak. Najwiecej ryb zlowiono w niewielkiej odleglo§ci na péinoc i poéinocny
wschoéd od Zatoki Gdanskiej.

W Zatoce Gdanskiej 72% ryb odlowiono w poblizu brzegéw, reszte na calym
jej obszarze. Biorgc pod uwage odleglo§¢ miejsc odlowu od ujécia Wisly stwier-
dzono, ze 48% ryb zlowiono w odleglo$ci do 11 km od ujécia.

Ryby wracajgce na tarlo odlowiono w 3 rzekach: 326 ryb w WiSle, 9 ryb
w Rabie i 1 rybe w rzece Ina (ujScie okolo 300 km W od ujscia Wisly). Obraz
tusek ryb, ktore odbyly tarlo w Rabie i tych, ktére sztucznie wytarto po odlowie
w dolnej WisSle wskazywal, ze rozpoczely one wedrowke rozrodcza w czasie od
kilku miesiecy do roku przed okresem taria.

Prawie wszystkie ryby (1057 osobnikow) splynely z Raby do morza w roku wy-
puszczenia, tylko 5 osobnikéw o rok pézniej,

W przeciwienstwie do odlowéw w rzekach (patrz Part II) w morzu odlowiono
2 razy wiecej ryb wypuszczonych w wieku 2 lat niz wypuszczonych w wieku 3 lat.
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ABSTRACT

The failure of the downstream migration instinct occurs, above all, in specimens
showing a slow rate of growth during their life in fresh water. The attainment of
sexual maturity does not impair the action of the downstream migration instinct
in female parr, whereas it eliminates this instinct almost completely in males.
Sea-migrations of specimens from the River Raba cover the area of the whole Baltic,
extending in the west beyond its bounds as far as the Skagerrak. A chemical memory
is established in the period directly preceding the downstream migration of smolts.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The results of investigations presented in the three preceding parts of this paper
show the importance of choice of the appropriate season (spring) for the stocking
of rivers and the influence of the attainment of sexual maturity by male and female
parr in fresh water on their ability to undertake a seaward journey (Part I). River
migrations of the fish that had not left the rivers till their recapture were discussed
in Part II, and Part III dealt with the migrations of the fish that had descended
from the Raba to the sea. Now I come to the discussion of the results obtained and
their comparison with the data from literature.

2. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The loss of the instinct of seaward migration in the sea-trout and, what
follows, the shift of this fish from migratory to stationary ways of living occur
mainly in specimens which show a slow rate of growth in the juvenile period.
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The connection between the growth rate of young sea-trout and salmon and
the age at which they start their migration to the sea was found by Mgnzies
(1925), Ncrpquist and Arm (1927) and Narn (1930) long ago. The results
obtained by them showed that specimens characterized by a fast growth rate
leave the rivers at a younger age than the ones which grow slowly. This
dependence has also been confirmed by studies of other authors (FFONTAINE,
1954, EVROPEJCEVA, 1957; VLADYMIRSKAYA, 1958; JonEs, 1959; SKROCHOWSKA,
1961, and others). However, the investigations of these authors, based mostly on
retrogressive scale reading, could not precisely establish the correlations
between the manifestation of the instinct of seaward migration and the rate
of growth and the age, closely associated with it, when young fish leave the
rivers. It was not before the tagging of whole groups of fish released had been
introduced into this study that it become possible to grasp the above-mentioned
dependencies. The 16-centimetre length of specimens tagged was assumed as a
criterion for their release and, consequently, each group derived from the same
spawning consisted of both 2- and 3-year-old fish, the first of which were
marked by the same, faster, rate of growth. As a result, it has been found that
these very fish were recaptured in the sea twice as numerously as the 3-year-
olds. These last specimens, instead, reaching the required size (on the average
somewhat larger than in 2-year-old fish, which agrees with the data given by
Narr, 1930, for the sea-trout and Jones, 1959, for the salmon) only after spend-
ing another year in the ponds, were recaptured in rivers in twice as large num-
bers. The numerical relation given here and characterizing the share of fish
groups which differed in age at the time of their release was obtained repeat-
edly in the sea and river catches. Three-year-old fish were twice as abundant
in the river recaptures as 2-year-olds both in the first and in the second year
after release and both in the Raba itself and in all its tributaries together, as
well as in one of them, namely, in the Krzyworzeka (in subsequent years and
other tributaries of the Raba the recaptures were so scanty that their results
could not be regarded as fully or even partly conclusive). A similar but inver-
sed ratio of 2-year-old fish to 3-year-old ones (2: 1), found in the total of sea
catches, repeated with slight deviations in the catch of smolts in the sea and in
the catches of grown-up fish both in the open Baltic Sea and in the Gulf of
Gdansk and, finally, in rivers after their stay in the sea. The repeated occur-
rence of the same ratio indicates that the results of recaptures reflect the actual
proportions of fish which had the instinct of migration and those deprived of
it in both these environments. In my experiments the loss of faculty for
leading a migratory life was, therefore, found, above all, in specimens with
a slow rate of growth, their share in the river recaptures being twice as large
as that of fast-growing specimens.

Another interesting question is whether and, if so, how many of the
sea-frout or salmon living under natural conditions stay in the river
permanently.

Iviev and GavLkin (1958) obtained negative results in so far as the salmon
(Salmo salar L.) is concerned, that is, they ascertained on the basis of their
control catches that not a specimen of the fry and fingerlings stocked before
two years had remained in the river Peterupe, 45 km long joining the Gulf of
Riga (Baltic Sea). The results presented here might be considered to be
contradictory to the well-known fact that the male salmon which mature at
the stage of parr remain in rivers (Frirsch, 1893; BerG, 1948; EVROPEICEVA,
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1957, 1958, 1959; VLADIMIRSKAYA, 1957; FonTAINE, 1960 and others 1). It should,
however, be taken into consideration that the condifions for the sexual matura-
tion of parr may have been unfavourable in the given year or river, which
was the case in 1959 during my studies of the sea-tirout.

In literature I have found no reports of investigations on the sea-trout
similar to those carried out on the salmon by Iviev and GarLkin (1958). The
study discussed, see Part II of this paper, suggests that part of the sea-trout
living under natural conditions do not migrate to the sea, which possibility is
also mentioned by Zarneckr (1936). This fact is indicated by the recaptures
of 3-year F, sea-trout 2, namely, some of them were caught in the Raba as
4-year and 5-year specimens after staying in the river for one year or two.
They were also recaptured in fairly large numbers in the summer of the year
of their release, when they were prevented from seaward migration by the
water temperature which was too high (EvrRopEsCEVA, 1957, 1959). At the same
time, the complete lack of F; sea-trout whose descent would have taken place
later than in the year of their release in the sea catches allows the statement
that part of them shows no instinct of seaward migration and spend all their
lives in freshwater. This statement is also supported by the results of
recaptures of the two groups of F, sea-trout, differing in growth rate during
the juvenile period of 3 years spent in ponds, for it has been found that in
the sea catches the proportion of fast-growing specimens, which reached the
smolt stage at the age of 2 years and having an average weigth of 53.6 gms
then, was nearly twice as large as that of the slow-growing sea-trout, which
at the age of 2 years were at the parr stage (average weight of one specimen —
32.0 g). At the time of release the 3-year-old sea-trout of the first group
were also considerably larger than the specimens of the second group. It is
characteristic that the specimens released as smolts are completely missing in
river catches, though fish at this stage show an increased voracity as compared
with parr (Hoagr, 1942) and take nearly each bait in the river, without excepting
the period of descent (Jones, 1959; this statement refers to the salmon, it may,
however, be supposed that the same is true of the sea-trout). The exclusive
recaptures of sea-trout, released at the parr stage, in the Raba indicates that
they had not gone through smolitification in the river either. As a result, they
remained in it, though in the meantime favourable conditions for starting
seaward migration had occurred and all the smolts had descended.

The foregoing data support the statement that not only some “pond”
sea-trout but, in the same numerical relation, those living under natural
conditions, for the most part specimens with a slow rate of growth, display
no migration behaviour and are exclusively freshwater fish. Observations made
in ponds reveal that such specimens, as a rule, differ in nothing from the
brown trout. Danr (1910, 1913, after Navrr, 1930) observed the same in the
sea-trout which stayed in the inland lakes of Norway all their lives. That all

1 Some authors think that mature males do not descend to the sea at all, others
that their descent is postponed till the next year.

2 This evidence may, true enough, be objected to, as the specimens in question,
produced by artificial spawning and kept in ponds till the time of their release, did
not live in natural conditions all their lives. However, all the mass experiments
consisting in tagging young sea-trout and salmon were and are carried out on
such material, not excepting the above, mentioned study of Iviev and GALKIN
(1958).
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salmon (except for sexually mature males) but only part of sea-trout descend
to the sea is certainly associated with the occurrence of a non-migratory form
of the latter, Salmo trutta L., in rivers and the lack of a corresponding form
of the salmon (Salmo salar L.) in them.

The attainment of sexual maturity before the descent from the river does
not inhibit the instinct of seaward migration in the female parr and eliminates
it nearly completely in males, as evidenced by sea recaptures of fish which
at the time of release were sexually ripe.

An abundant group of 3-year fish (3,780 specimens) was distinguished
among the fish tagged in the autumn. Besides mature males (716 specimens
or 18.99/p) it also included sexually ripe females (83 specimens or 2.29). The
sea catches reveal that the number of females recovered (3.61%/p) exceeds that
of fish with undeveloped gonads (2.85%), whereas the males (0.28%) constitute
one-tenth of the latter and one-thirteenth of the former. Another evidence
of the inhibitory effect of sexual maturity on the faculty for seaward migra-
tion in males is provided by the fact that in contradistinction to the results
obtained in all the other cases3, only the ripe males released in the spring
(normal period of smoltification and descent from the rivers) were recaptured
in the sea still more rarely than those released in the autumn (some of these
last may have had their gonads resorbed during the winter).

The results presented above allow the statement that only the male parr
were deprived of the instinct of seaward migration owing the their attainment
of sexual maturity, whereas in the females this instinct subsisted.

Investigators started to deal with the problem of occurrence of mature
male parr, chiefly those of the salmon, in rivers (mature sea-trout parr cannot
be distinguished from the brown trout in rivers) as early as 1837 (Suaw, 1840;
after Jones, 1959). No females mature before the descent were met with
(SzmipT, 1950), and for this reason all the papers concerned with the influence
of the maturation processes of the gonads on the later behaviour of young
fish refer to males. The authors differ in opinion in this respect. Some of them,
e.g., Jones (1959), believe that “sexual maturity has nothing directly to do”
(p. 31) with the capability to start seaward migration. Other authors however
claim that the attainment of sexual maturity, as a process biologically an-
tagonistic to smoltification, prevents fish from starting on a donwstream jour-
ney (Evropriceva, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960; Fonrtaine, 1960). This antagonism
consists in the fact that physiologically both these processes have the same
source, namely, both at smoltification (Lovern, 1934a, b; FonTAaINE and HaTEy,
1950, 1953; Mavrikowa, 1957; Fonrtaing, 1960) and during maturation of the
testes (Swirt, 1955; Brown, 1957; FonTaINg, 1960; Kukucz, 1960) the stores of
glycogen and fat in the organism undergo a reduction.

The results of our investigations support this last opinion. Mature males did
not migrate to the sea. However, it appeared that sexual maturity did not
inhibit the descent of females. Numerous studies (Swirr, 1955; Brown, 1957;
Kukucz, 1960; Zaunp and Cravert, 1960, Byczkowska-Smyk — personal
communication — investigation carried out on sea-trout from Mydlniki) showed
that at oogenesis, just as at spermatogenesis, the stores of glycogen and fat,

3 The recaptures o_f ripe males in the Raba and those of unripe specimens in the
Raba and sea were in the case of springs stockings twice as numerous as the
corresponding recoveries from the autumn stockings.
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and so the substances that constitute also the source of energy for the processes
of smoltification, are utilized. The difference in behaviour between specimens
of either sex cannot therefore be elucidated by the fact that different sub-
stances have been used for sexual products. Instead, it can be explained by the
difference in time at which the function of the gonads stops, for Zaunp and
Craverr (1960) found that at the moment when the free eggs have been shed
into the body-cavity, even before they have been passed out, the ovaries
return to their resting state. This thus occurs in females no later than in
the autumn and, consequently their smoltification runs uninhibited. On the
other hand, the activity of the testes 4, lasting long into the winter, often till
the spring (which I also found to be true of young salmon reared in the
Mydlniki ponds), inhibits smoltification in males and, consequently, makes
them stay in the river. It should be added that, having attained maturity for
the first time, the males of the sea-trout, brown trout, and their crosses rema-
tured in the ponds also in the next years, which proves that they were quite
unable to live a migratory life. BErG (1948) shares this opinion when he states
that dwarfish males never descend from rivers to the sea and remain dwarfish
for ever.

Jones’s (1959) opinion denying the inhibitory effect of maturation on the
occurrence of the instinct of seaward migration in males can be explained in
a similar manner to that applied for the explanation of the difference in
behaviour between specimens of either sex. He based his statement on the
results of studies in which about 3,000 salmon parr and smolts from 12 British
rivers were examined for gonads (OrTeN et al. 1938; JonNEs and OrToN, 1940).
Nearly half the fish examined were females, of which all with non-developed
gonads. Out of the males, 75%/p were mature, and 60°y of the male smolts
examined were completely spent, which indicates that the males which went
through smoltification were those whose gonads had undergone resorption
early enough to become inactive by that time. When determining the sex of
fish being tagged, in the category of adult males I could count only those in-
dividuals which at that time were “running-ripe”, but I found no such
specimens among the smolts or parr-smolts.

The antagonistic nature of the processes of maturation of the male gonads
and those of smoltification also seems to account for the remarkable numerical
advantage of females over males among migratory adult salmonids. This
situation was very often observed among the spawners in rivers (easiest to
grasp), but it was also found in the sea and at the mouths of rivers, among
the specimens starting their spawning journey.

Among the sea-trout spawners in the river Ava (joining the Baltic Sea
30 km south of Stockholm) Arm (1950) found 1037 males (36.6%/9) and 1795
females (63.4%). He stated at the same time that the predomination of females
is generally characteristic of the sea-trout from other regions and the same is
also true of the Atlantic salmon (ALm, 1934 — in the Baltic) and the Pacific
salmon (FoersTeR, 1936). Gustafson writes that at the time of spawning
migration from Lake Storsjon to the river Damman (Jamtland Province of
Sweden) there were 229 females for each 100 males of the large form of the
brown trout (Salmo trutta L.). These values converted to percentages give
30.4% (226 specimens) males and 69.6%/p (603 specimens) females. LiNDpRoTH

A The gonads of adult (older) males often contained no sperm already towards
the end of the spawning season.
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(1952) counted no more than 70 males among the 315 salmon (Salmo salar L.)
caught in the Gulf of Sundsvall (Baltic Sea), which forms hardly 22.2%/p of
the whole catch. Baracz (1952) found that in the Caucasian rivers opening
into the Black Sea females of the sea-trout (Salmo trutta labrax Pallas) formed
on the average 85°/p of the specimens caught in a period of many years.
Lacunov and AzseLEvV (1958) obtained varying results for the Atlantic salmon
in two rivers of the Kola Peninsula, namely, the females predominated largely,
forming 80%/p of the total, in the river Kolviza, which opens into the White
Sea above 67°N, whereas still farther to the north, in the river Tuloma,
reaching the Barents Sea above 69° N, both sexes occurred in equal proportions
or even the males prevailed. The females outnumbered the males remarkably
in the catches from the spawning grounds of the tributaries of the upper Wista
/Vistula/ (CurzaN, 1947; KorDER, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956,
1957; Juszczyk, 1949; Zarneckr, 1959). In 1955, of the total of spawners re-
ceived from the Dunajec (337 specimens, after Korper, 1956) 92.6%/, (312
specimens) were females. Among the sea-trout and salmon starting their
spawning migration Zarneckr (1956, 1963a, 1964a), too, found remarkably more
females than males in the estuarial section of the Wisla.

Only some of the above-mentioned authors try to explain this disproportion
of the sexes. Assuming that the average sex ratio of descending ycung fish is
as 50:505, Alm (1950) puts forward the supposition that in some cases the
predominance of females may be due to a higher mortality rate of males in the
sea owing to their being caught in comparatively larger number. However, he
makes the qualification that no direct explanation of the sex ratio of the
sea-trout in the river Ava can be given as yet. Although Lacunov and
AzBeLEV (1958) cannot elucidate the predominance of females in the river
Kolviza, they write that some data allow the supposition that precociously
mature males occur in this river oftener than in the Tuloma and therefore they
are more liable to death. Baracz (1952, 1957), who found the predominance of
females among the sea-trout returning from the sea and, on the other hand,
that the male brown trout prevailed in rivers, put forward a theory on the
unity of shoals of sea-trout and brown trout, of which most females migrate
to the sea and most of the males stay in the river.

However, a comparison of the sex ratio of the sea-trout spawners received
from the tributaries of the upper Wista with that of young fish at the smolt stage
(typical silveriness, body slenderness, shedding of scales and other external
signs) from the basin of the same rivers shows that in both cases, i.e., for
adult and young specimens, the sex ratio is the same, as 1:3 in favour of
females. During 13 years (1941—1948 and 1952—1956) 9,834 sea-trout were
caught and spawned in the upper Wisla and its tributaries, 7,502 (76.3%0)
females and 2,332 (23.7%0) males. Of the 649 two- and three-year smolts dis-
sected, 482 (74.3%/p) were females and 167 (25.7%/9) males (SkrocHOWSKA, 1961).
The fish returned to spawn in the same sex ratio as that in which they had
descended to the sea.

At the examination of smolts for gonads (May 1960) 816 parr were also
dissected. All the fish examined belonged to the same year groups. They were

5 The author does not specify what he has based this assumption on; in all
probability, on the sex ratio before the descent. On the contrary, Barapuc and
FonTaINE (1955) ascertained that the greater part of the salmon smolts caught for
study during their migration to the sea were females.
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divided, according to their appearance and size, into smolts, already mentioned,
and large (resembling smolts in size) and small parr. Of the 398 large parr,
71.1%/o (283 specimens) were males, which, for the most part, had still large
and incompletely absorbed gonads. In the group of 418 small parr the sex
ratio was as 1:1 (210 females and 208 males). The fact that the sex ratio in
the group of smolts is reversed in relation to that for large parr emphasizes
the negative influence of the maturation of the testis upon smoltification.

To sum up the results obtained from literature and those of my own studies I
venture the following conclusions:

a) As a rule, females predominate among adult migratory salmonids, the
sex ratio of the fish returning to a river for spawning being the same as that
of the smolts leaving it. The equal numbers of males and females, e.g., in the
river Tuloma, should be ascribed to the climatic conditions, which are un-
favourable for the early maturation of salmon at the parr stage in the area situ-
ated far to the north. This fact is indicated by the small numbers of precocio-
usly mature males appearing in the Tuloma (Lacunov and AzBeLEv, 1958). The
numerical predominance of males observed in some years at spawning places
in the rivers in which generally females predominate (River Ava)
has been explained by Arm (1950), namely, as a mark characteristic of
the years abounding in fry owing to the earlier maturation and return of
males than females.

b) The predominance of females over males is caused, on the one hand, by
a delay in their sexual maturation (no ripe 2-year females are encountered and
only few 3-year-olds) and, on the other hand, by the fact that even the
attainment of maturity at the parr stage does not inhibit their instinct of
seaward migration. It is so because the processes of maturation of the ovaries
and those of smoltification do not occur at the same time.

¢) Most of the males which mature in the river before descent lose their
capability to live a migratory life, for the gonad activity in male parr, drawn
out long into the winter and often even up to the spring, prevents their
smoltification.

It is worth while to mention that the theory of unity of sea-trout and brown
trout shoals, advanced by Baracz (1952, 1957), has not found support in the
results of our investigations. Very poor catches of brown trout in the sea
(1.37%9 — 23 specimens) and very abundant in the Raba (20.16%, — 338
specimens) were to each other as 1:14.7. The corresponding ratio for the F,
generation of the sea-trout is as 1:0.5, the sea-trout — brown trout hybrids
showing a migration instinct, inherited from one of the parents, to a consider-
ably greater extent than the brown trout. Thus both the biological varieties of
the species Salmo trutta L. keep distinct, though they are both fit to change
their habitats. The results of tagging reveal that the sea-trout remains in the
river oftener than the brown trout descends to the sea (the ratio of F, sea-trout
to brown trout in the river catches was as 1:4.26, whereas that of hbrown
trout to sea-trout in the sea catches as 1 : 6.60).

Sea migrations of the sea-trout from the River Raba cover not only the
whole area of the Baltic Sea but also reach beyond its bounds, as far to the
west as the Skagerrak.

The recoveries of the fish tagged revealed that, having left the Gulf of
Gdansk, the sea-trout, its crosses with the brown trout, and the brown trout
(caught in the Gulf of Bothnia, about 1000 km from the mouth of the Wista),
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coming from the Raba, travelled a long way. The migrations differed in
direction and their range covered nearly the whole area of the Baltic Sea and
even stretched out of it on the west. Through the Danish straits the fish
reached the Kattegat and the eastern part of the Skagerrak. These far migra-
tions show that the sea-trout from the tributaries of the upper Wista adapts
well to the living conditions in waters showing great differences in salinity.
It travels to the Gulf of Bothnia, the salinity of which ranges from 5.5%o in
the south to 3%o (in May even 1%o) in the north, there being only slight
variation with depth (an increase of hardly 0.5—1.0%o), as well as to all the
other parts of the Baltic with the salinity of superficial water layers equal
to 6%o south of the Aland Is., to 7% south of Gotland and to 8%o in the whole
southern part of the Baltic Sea. The highest salinity 10%o, occurs in a small
area near the western bound of the sea. A relatively poorly marked layer of
rapid change in the salinity (at a depth of 30—50 m in the Arkona Basin and
60—80 m in the Bornholm and Gotland Basins) shows differences in salt
concentration, which varies with region from 4 to 8%o. The salinity of the
Baltic Sea does not, besides, undergo any distinct cyclic seasonal changes.
Thus, in the Baltic the fish stay in water with a low and, as a rule, steady
salt content. It is not before they cross its bounds that they meet with a sudden
and marked rise in the salt concentration, which changes with depth and
shows cyclic seasonal variation. In the Belts the salinity of the surface waters
ranges between 14 and 15%o from south to morth in the summer and between
17 and 20%o in the winter and, in addition, the layer of rapid change in the
salinity is well defined in the summer and shows a difference of 10—15%o in
concentration, delimiting the lower, intensely salty (26—32%0), layers of water
at a depth of about 20 m. The salinity of the surface layers of water of the
Kattegat, also increasing towards the north, varies from 15 to 30%o in the
summer (August) and from 20 to 32%o in the winter (February), being still
higher in the deeper layers 6.

In connection with the above-presented picture of conditions in which the
sea-trout lives the problem whether and, if so, what influence the water
salinity exerts upon the rate of growth of the fish seems to be of interest.
Taking into consideration the results of Murisier’s experiment (1918; after
CeacIeLski, 1939), which manifested the huge voracity of brown trout placed in
a 35%o solution of NaCl (this voracity disappeared after the fish were moved
back to fresh water) and twice as great length increments as those in control
fish in fresh water, one might suppose that the sea-trout staying in the
regions with higher salinites show a faster rate of growth. In addition to the
salinity, one must naturally take into account also the effect of the water
temperature, which is much lower lor a longer time in less salty regions in the
north of the Baltic Sea.

A comparison of the sea migrations of sea-trout and salmon descending
to the Baltic from different rivers or released directly into the sea shows that
all these fish gather in common feeding grounds. The sea-trout from the
Wistoka (Zarnecki, 1936) and those from the rivers of West Pomerania
(ZarNECKT et al., 1961, 1962, 1964) and from the Balda, which opens into the
Wislany Zalew (Curzan, 1963), were recaptured at the same places as the
sea-trout from the Raba. The migrations of the sea-trout from the tributaries

5 The data concerning the salinity of the Baltic Sea have been taken from the
Ostsee-Handbuch, Volumes I and IV.

http://rcin.org.pl



Migrations of the sea-trout, brown trout and their crosses. Part IV 189

of the lower Wisla released in the region of its mouth covered the whole Baltic
(BackieL and BarTeL, 1963). The lake trout (Salmo trutta lacustris L. releaesed
into the Gulf of Gdansk had a similar range of migrations only that it was not
found in the western Baltic regions with higher salinities, which seems to be
characteristic. Its growth was also somewhat slower (BackieL et al., 1962;
BackieL and BAarTeL, 1963). Salmon descending from the Swedish rivers (ALm,
1928, 1934; Menzies, 1947) were encountered in the same areas as the sea-trout
from the Polish rivers. The same is also true of the salmon derived from
Swedish eggs and released into the tributaries of the upper Wista (ZARNECKI,
1964b, 1966), but their migrations showed a considerably smaller range as
compared with that of the sea-trout.

The results presented in this paper confirm the earlier statements
(DonaLpsoN and ALLEN, 1958; SkrocHowska, 1959, 1964; Czaprickr 1962;
CuRrzAN, 1963; Zarneck: 1963b, 1964b and c, 1965, 1966) that the return of
anadromous salmonids to a river is conditioned by their stay as young fish in
this river in the period preceding the descent to the sea and not, as was
believed till not long ago, by their stay in it in the first years of life. Thus,
the specific smell of each river becomes fixed in the “memory” of young fish
in the period preceding their descent. This smell, as has been demonstrated
by Wisany and HasLer (1954), enables the adult specimens leaving the sea to
find their way to the given river.

The investigations mentioned above show that tagged fish transferred to
another river, often to another drainage area, when they had already reached
the smolt age and size, returned or were on their way to the very places where
they had been released. This was the case with all the fish recovered in rivers
except for a small number of “stray” specimens and, on the other hand, not an
adult fish was found in the rivers from which the spawners came and also in
which it had spent its juvenile period before being released. This last refers
to the cases in which eggs were moved from the place where they had been
obtained to the hatcheries situated on another river. In the ponds near these
hatcheries specimens making up experimental material were also reared.

The results of the papers quoted are summarized in Table I and they quite
agree with the findings of my present study (see Part I and III of this paper).

The papers of authors mentioned do not give the stage at which the fish
were released. However, all (or nearly all 7) the specimens released in autumn
were in the parr stage. Their stay in the river preceding the descent fluctuated
between 4 and 6 months and towards the end of that period the fish underwent
smoltification.

The specimens released in the spring represented unquestionably various
stages and spent in the river, to which they returned for spawning, different
periods of time. According to DonaLpson and ArLrLeN (1958) they stayed in
pools situated in the upper and lover course of the river (places of return of
spawners from the sea) for 2 months. In the experiments carried out by
ZARNECKI (1964b, 1966) the fish remained in the river up to a month. This
period may, however, have been shorter (one of the fish was caught in the
sea 28 days after its release).

The specimens released by me in the spring remained in the Raba from

7 At autumn tagging hardly 0.94% of the fish were at parr-smolt stage (see Part
III of this paper).

5 Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologii

http://rcin.org.pl



esIpn Jaddn oy jo

_mkuvsz Yy jo Liey | = RIUBJOWO

SN | 1961 ‘TI'I ‘I1°0€ | AIeInquy -sofeung | -nqu ‘eXMON3g 190 “eirdngg 1 punil S 2961 ‘Ppoauley7
[ (ysry Jeak-g) saleun(y 2y jo L1y
BISIM | £961°°0C -nquy ‘eyuezsndoy

(ysij aeak-7) | eysipn Joddn ayy jo | pysipy Jaddn ayy jo uapams
BISIA | 961ty ! Arengun “afeuny  Aaenqun ‘emepny =o>_mm_mv=_ 71 40pps °S | 9961 ‘Gr961 ‘Pioouez

| (ysdnis

| BISIM Joddn ay) | epsipy Jaddn ayy jo | woay s889) sidAlx
eqey 0961 €L ‘I'L | Jo Aieinqun ‘eqey | Aienqu) ‘Yiupklg | UBIUBIDWOJ 1S9 1 punay S $O61 ‘BYSMOYI01NS

JIQUIDAON]

| M) @ .QMM_ ‘8561 Mo[eZ AURISIA | MIJRZ AUBISIA UO BlUBIIWO
epjeg | ‘LS61 49q01O-plw | Ojul FuIMOlj epjeg | zoeyong je spuod 159M0 ‘erdnjg ‘ 1 puny °§ €961 ‘uezayd

6561 ‘8561 BISIM JoMO[ 3y} Jo BIUBIWOJ IS9M
BOAIMI(T | JIQUIDAON] | BOAMI(G | A1enqgua) ‘eodmi(q |‘BmoqeID) ‘Bjudsieg _ 1 ounay S 2961 ‘ppordez)

6561 | BiSIA\ Jaddn

v = IS0L eI E=C] BISIA Jaddn oy | esig Jaddn oy jo Y} JO sauenqily
BQRY | PUB ‘ZTIQI—'11°LT | JO Areinqin ‘eqey | Aienquy ‘emepny | ‘emepny ‘odfeungy 1 vunay S 6S6] “BYSMOYd01S

oSBT JO I |
-e|d y10q u1 Apoexd ‘qrem 8561 ‘U9
221D yenbessy ‘ s61°eE'61—8I }921D yenbessy ARID s00§ X2R1D soo§ yomsyy ‘0 ‘uospreuoq
paimdodal a1om 7 SB[ ‘ paseajal Paieal 219M ysij PAALIDP dJom
ysij jnpe JO dwiny, dJam ysiy pasgde) yorym Jo Iajem s882 yorym sa1vadg oyny
YoIym Ur J2ANY _ 7 Y} Ul IATY Wolj JIATY

YOIYM OJUI JIATY

I ?198L

/lrcin.org.pl

http



Migrations of the sea-trout, brown trout and their crosses. Part IV 191

several days to a month, as indicated by the dates of recaptures of descending
smolts in the Wisla and the earliest dates of recaptures of smolts in the sea.
As I found while tagging, the fish were in different stages at the time of
release. Part of them were parr, whose smoltification, as in the fish released
in the autumn, occurred in the Raba. According to Evrorreiceva (1958) the
peak of intensity of this process takes place 15—16 days after the appearance
of the first symptoms. Part of the fish were released as parr-smolts and part
as typical smolts. These last specimens had gone the whole process of smol-
tification in a foreign environment (water from the Rudawa) and frequently
left the Raba a very short time after their release, as indicated by their
recaptures in the sea (the distance of about 860 km) as early as 19 and 13 days
later.

To be sure, no fish tagged at the smolt or parr-smolt stage were recaptured
in the Raba (at spring taggings such specimens formed no more than 20%
of the total of fish released), but there are other evidences that they were
able to return there. As to F, sea-trout the Wista recaptures of fish returning
for spawning showed no differences between the numbers of fish released
in the stage of parr and those released as smolts. These last fish recaptured
during their upstream migration formed 46.4%/p (13 fish out of 28) and 47.1%/
(8 out of 17) of the total, i.e.,, sea and river catch of grown-up specimens
released in 1956 and 1957, respectively. The same value for the parr liberated
together with smolts in 1956 was 55.5% (5 fish out of 9). Since the numkbker of
the parr recaptured is very small, 1 specimen constitutes 11.1%/p and, as a
result, the difference is not significant. In 1957 only smolts were released.

It also appeared that 2 F, sea-trout, the first released at the smolt stage
(31 March 1955) and the second at the parr-smolt stage (16 March 1956),
returned to the region of the mouth of the Raba (recaptured 5 km downstream
of the mouth). In addition to all the external signs of the smolt, the coefficient
of condition of the former was 0.84 at the time of release and that of the latter
fish 0.96 (smoltification had not been completed). This coefficient, according to
FonTaiNne (1954, 1960) fluctuates about 0.8 for salmon smolts and exceeds
1 for parr.

Presented results indicate that the “smell” and perhaps some other proper-
ties of water become fixed in the “memory” of young fish directly before they
start their downstream migration. Thus the phenomenon called “imprinting”
by HasLer and WisBy (1951) and the ‘“‘chemical impregnation of memory” by
ZARNECKI (1965) does not take a long time nor demands a long stay of the fish
in the river. A decisive part is played by the last impression. It is enough for
young fish to be present in a given river before its departure at the smolt stage
to recognize it and return to it after a several-year stay in the sea (lake). In
connection with the foregoing the generally used term “return to the parent
river” should rather be replaced by the term “return to the river of starting
on downstream migration”.

3. SUMMARY

Having considered the results of recaptures of tagged fish in the sea and rivers,
the observations made in the course of tagging and concerning the growth rate of
specimens released, the state of their gonads, and the stage (smolt, parr) in which
they were at the time of release, and on the basis of my own results with the data

5*
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192 S. Skrochowska

from literature, I arrived at the following conclusions: 1. Instinct of seaward migra-
tion declines, above all, in specimens showing a low growth rate. 2. The attainment
of sexual maturity before descent to the sea does not inhibit the migration instinct
in females but eliminates it in males. 3. Sea migrations of the sea-trout coming from
the tributaries of the upper Wisla cover the whole area of the Baltic and reach in
the west beyond its bounds as far as the Skagerrak. 4. Chemical memory of the fish
develops immediately before descent from the river and not in an earlier period.

4. STRESZCZENIE

Biorgc pod uwage wyniki odlowu znakowanych ryb w rzekach i w morzu,
obserwacje zebrane w czasie znakowania dotyczace tempa wzrostu wypuszczonych
osobnikéw, stanu ich gonad, stadium w chwili wypuszczenia (smolt, parr), nastepnie
w oparciu o zestawienie wynikéw wlasnych z danymi z literatury wyciggnieto
nastepujgce wnioski: .1 Instynkt wedrowki do morza zanika przede wszystkim
u osobnikéw wykazujacych wolne tempo wzrostu. 2. Osiggniecie dojrzalosci piciowej
przed splywem do morza nie hamuje wystgpienia instynktu wedréwki u samic,
eliminuje go natomiast u samcéw. 3. Morskie wedréwki troci z dorzecza gornej Wisty
obejmujgc caly Baltyk siegaja na zachodzie poza jego granice az do Skagerraku.
4. Pamie¢ chemiczna powstaje bezposrednio przed splywem z rzeki, a nie w okresie
wczeéniejszym,
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ABSTRACT

The period of occurrence, abundance and seasonal fluctuations of Dreissena poly-
morpha larvae in the plankton were different in two investigated lakes and two
successive years, The mean standing crop of the larvae for the period of occur-
rence was about 0,02 g/m®. The production was estimated assuming that the life
duration of larvae in plankton is 8 days. The mean daily (24 — hourly) P/B
coefficient was 0,24 to 0,27 which is very similar to that obtained for crustaceans.
Both the standing crop and production of planktonic larvae of Dreissena polymor-
pha represent a very small proportion (few per cent only) of the total zooplankton
production in summer period.

CONTENTS

1. Introduction c. the grown rate in weight, the
2. Methods population production and the
3. Results daily P/B coefficient of larvae

a. the period of occurrence and 4. Conclusions

the numbers of larvae 5. Summary

b. the size and weight of larvae 6. Streszczenie

7. References

1. INTRODUCTION

The zebra mussel Dreissena polymorpha Pall. occurs in large numbers in
most Mazurian lakes as well as in the two lakes investigated, Lake Taltowisko (me-
sotrophic, holomictic) and Lake Sniardwy (eutrophic, pleomictic !). In these lakes the
numbers, distribution and production of adult D. polymorpha have been the sub-
ject of long-term investigations (Stanczykowska 1961, 1963, 1964, 1966); some data
on the production of adults in Lake Taltowisko is also given in Kasak and RyBak
(1966) and Kasak (1967).

! Information about the morphometry and trophic typology of these lakes can
be found in OLszewski, PascHALSKI (1952) and PascHALsk1 (1964).
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194 A. Hillbricht-Ilkowska, A. Stanczykowska

The biology and ecology of the larvae is not well known compared with the
adults (Limanova 1964). The early papers were concerned mainly with the ana-
tomy and general biology of larvae (KorscHevT 1891, WeELTNER 1891, KORSCHELT
and WELTNER 1892, MeiseNHEIMER 1901). More recently, there were investigations
on changes in numbers and biomass of the larvae (Kac¢anova 1961, KIRrPICENKO
1564, 1965).

The aim of the present work was an attempt to estimate the production and
standing crop of planktonic larvae D. polymorpha as veliger stage (according to
KirpI¢ENKO's 1965, classification) appearing abundantly in the plankton. At the
same time, investigations were being carried out on the other components of
the zooplankton, the rotifers and crustaceans (HiLLBRICHT-ILKOWSKA, GLIWICZ,
SPODNIEWSKA 1966; WARDA 1968; HiLLBRICHT-ILKOWSKA, WEGLENSkKA 1969). This
investigation on the production of larvae D. polymorpha completed the general
picture of plankton production in the two lakes.

2. METHODS

The production of larvae was estimated by the method developed by
WiNBERG, PECEN and SuSkina (1965) 2 which is basically identical with that
of Greze (1965) and by which the adult production was estimated also (Stax-
czykowska 1966; Kasak 1967). According to this method, the production oi
the investigated population is the product of number of individuals and their
daily (24 — hourly) growth rate in weight. The daily growth in weight of
an individual is in turn estimated by division of the total growth in weight
by the number of days during which this growth took place; for Dreissena
larva by the number of days of its planktonic life.

The investigation was carried out in Lake Taltowisko in 1963 and 1964
and in Lake Sniardwy in 1966. Samples were taken weekly from beginning
of May to the end of October by means of a 5-litre volume Bernatowicz
sampler. The samples were filtered through a plankton net with a mesh-hole
size of about 55 1. In both lakes the larvae were found mostly in the epilim-
nion, that is, down to 7 m depth, so that all the data in this work refers to
this layer of water.

3. RESULTS

a. The period of occurrence and the numbers of larvae

In both lakes, the numbers of settled adult D. polymorpha were very
great; in the zone where the mussel occurs, that is the littoral and sublittoral,
there were several thousands individuals per 1 m2. Stanczykowska (1964)
includes both lakes among those Mazurian lakes charakterised by their
very great numbers of zebra mussels.

Figure 1 shows that both the numbers and the period of occurrence of the
larvae in the plankton of both lakes had a distinct character in successive
years.

In Lake Taltowisko in 1963, the larvae occurred in the plankton from the
beginning of June to the end of August, a period of about three months.
The mean number for this period was about 77 individuals/litre, the maxi-
mum about 400 individuals/litre and there were two periods of peak abun-

2 For a detailed description of this method, see HiLLBIRCHT-ILKOwWska and
Paravas (1967) and Kasak (1967).
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The production and standing crop of planktonic larvae 195

dance. During the following year 1964, the period of occurrence of the larvae
in Lake Taltowisko was about twice as short, from the end of June to the
beginning of August. The mean number however, for the total period of their
occurrence was 92 individuals/litre, higher than in the previous year but
the maximum numbers were lower, about 250 individuals/litre. There was

A 400
300
200

Number of individuals per litre ——
s 8388
g}
/
Temperature (°C) —*

Months —»

Fig. 1. Changes in the numbers of larvae of Dreissena polymorpha Pall. in the
plankton of the lakes investigated. A. Lake Taltowisko 1963, B. Lake Tattowisko
1964, C. Lake Sniardwy 1966.

1 — number of larvae; 2 — mean water temperature of the epilimnion
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196 A. Hillbricht-Ilkowska. A. Stanczykowska

only one period of peak abundance during the second half of July. As early
as August, no larvae were found. In Lake Sniardwy in 1966, the larvae occur-
red in the plankton from the beginning of June to the end of August. Maxi-
mal numbers were about 100 individuals/litre, the mean number about 70
individuals/litre. The numbers of larvae were rather high in both June and
July and showed rather little changes. During the rest of the period numbers
were very low.

The character of the numerical changes, with ,itheir several periods of
peak abundance as well as at least month-long period of occurrence of larvae
in plankton of both lakes is evidence for the continuous recruitment of lar-
vae in this water layer. This is probably associated with the different dura-
tions of egg development times at different points in the water body, or
with unsynchronised laying of eggs. A similar type of difference in the
character and time of appearance of the larvae as in these two lakes were
found also in other water bodies (WikTor 1958, NEpELIKOVIC 1959, KAaCAaLOVA
and Sroka 1964, Kmrpri¢enko 1964, 1965). Usually the appearance of larvae
in the plankton is related to the temperature conditions in this region (Brerric
1961, KirriCeEnko 1964, 1965). The first larval appearance was found usually
when the temperature was greater than 16°C. In the Lakes Taltowisko and
Sniardwy, no clear correlation was found between the appearance of the
larvae in the plankton and the duration of their occurrence and temperature
conditions (Fig. 1). In 1963, the first larvae appeared in the plankton of Lake
Taltowisko at a mean temperature of about 16°C but in the following year,
the temperature was about 20°C. Similarly, in Lake Sniardwy, larvae appea-
red when the mean temperature of the epilimnion was about 21°C. Apart
from this, in all the investigated years, the period when larvae appeared in
the plankton was mostly much shorter than the period when the mean tem-
perature was higher than 16°C.

b. The size and weight of larvae

For each sample, the lengths of about forty individuals were measured
(according to the scheme in Fig. 2) as well as the height and width of at
least twenty individuals.

sl

Fig. 2. Diagram illustrating the measurements made on larva of Dreissena polymorpha
Pall.
a —length; b — height; ¢ — width

Using the method of least squares, the following regressions were deter-
mined: between the length of larvae (a) and its height (b); between the larval
length (@) and width (c). All measurements were in microns. These relation-
ships are expressed in the following formulae (Fig. 3):

b= 0,58a1.08 (mean standard deviation ~ 13%/p)
¢ =1,12a0.74 (mean standard deviation ~ 8%)
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From these measurements of length, hight and width, the larval volume
was calculated for each size (length) class (Fig. 4). Different methods of cal-
culating volume were employed as follows:

200 t . 2000} 3
| |
180+ . 1800 4
160 - 4 1600} )
140} . 1400} d
L el
120 | - 212001 R
T [ # g 4 S
3100 - - < 1000 4
N -~ -
B =
80 i u §' aoo_— 4 i
60| . 6001 d
i / - 400+ .
20} 4 200} 4
| S o v (o TN I ] e (NI | e =S L St g A Iy N
80 100 720 140 160 180 200 80 100 720 140 160 180 200
Length (uu) —= Length (up) —=

Fig. 3. Regressions between the various body measurements of larvae of Dreissena
polymorpha Pall.

a — height (0.58 -al-08); b — width (1.12.2074)
Fig. 4. Regression between length and volume (weight) estimated by different

methods

1—by comparison with a cylinder; 2— by comparison with a spheroid; 3 — from measured
volume plasticine models; 4 — from the data of Kosova, 1961

1. By approximating the larval shape to some geometric solid of similar
length, height and width.

a. A cylinder with a base equal to the surface area of the plain projec-
tion of larval shell and with a height equal to half the measured width of
the larva (Fig. 4, curve 1).

b. A solid consisting of two parts of a spheroid which simulates better
the shape of the larva than a cylinder (Fig. 4, curve 2). The volume of this solid
was calculated according to the following equation:

3 =
V=2nab{§£-2[l—(l/l—22-)]-—r—{—c}

where V = volume in u3, ¢ = half of the larval length in u, b = half the larval
1 b4
2k

2. The measurement of the volume of a plasticine models (Fig. 4, curve 3).
The volume of each model was measured by the volume of water it displaced.
This method was used by Sesestven (1958) for determining the volume of

height in u, ¢ = half the larval width in u, r = -
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planktonic organisms. About tweny plasticine models of different length,
height and width were made in a scale 1:2000, trying to produce the most
realistic shape corresponding to different size classes.

3. The application of the data by Kosova (1961) on the weights of larvae
of different sizes. Kosova estimated the volume of larvae as a product of the
surface area of the larval outline (drawn with the help of a drawing apparatus
under the microscop and later measured with a planimetr) and its mean width
(Fig. 4, curve 4).

Kosova’s (1961) data shows the greatest agreement with the data obtained
by considering the larva as a cylinder (Fig. 4, curve 1 and 4). It appears
however that both results are too high, especially for the larger size classes.
This results from the measurements, as the increase of the width of larval
shell is not proportional to the increase of its length because during larval
growth the shape changes from a rather spheri