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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION POLICY IN
POLAND

Grzegorz Spychalsk:

Agricultural University of Szczecin

1. Problem identification

The european egreement on essociation of Poland with the
ropean Communities was signed on December 16, 1991. Its
\de part came to practice on March 1, 1992 in the form of

interim agreement. This decision was made by both sides
nsidering the sophisticated ratification procedure of the main
reement. It should have been recognised by Polish Parliament,
ropean Parliament and Parliaments of all member countries
the EC. Polish Parliament made the ratification decision on
ly 4, 1992! and European Parliament on September 16, 1993.
t the recognition process in other member countries of the
ropean Union lasted almost until the end of 1993. This is the
ison why practical introduction of the association agreement
s delayed until February 1, 1994.

Bohn P., Russel C.S., Comparative Analysis of Alternative Policy Instruments in A.V.
ese J.L. Sweeney 1985, p. I p. 395.
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countries of the European Union which exists as an internatio-
nal ecological cooperation institution. There are 3 main specified

purposes of the W C S:

¢ maintaining of basic ecological processes and systems being
life foundation,

¢ keeping of the variety of genetic material,

o ensuring of long-term usage of the ecosystem and natural
species.

These principles as well as other inland and global solutions de-
termine in a direct way the economic practice, which mainly uses
6 different types of ecological policy:

1) price instruments,

2) market of permission,

3) deposits,

4) legal responsibility of,

5) ecological norms and prohibitions and technological stan-
dards,

6) moral insist.

e ad.1) The usage of price instruments means that goods and
services of the natural environment are sold on the free mar-
ket on the economic bases. There are common fees in use
at the same time.

¢ ad.2) Permissions market solutions mean that first the range
of environment use is established and then market mecha-
nism is involved for efficient allocation of available goods
among competitive users.

¢ ad.3) Deposit institution is to create commercial incentive
fulfilling certain rules of activity (eg. in case of fee for pac-
kage the rule is to give it back to manufacturer).






Environment protection policy... 221

tries to - encourage farms running their business without che-
mical means (like fertilizers, plants protection means etc) and -
limit an irrational level of animal husbandry which creates se-
wers of organic origin.

All these activities make the foundations of complex strategy
of environmental protection, although Poland is at the beginning
of the way leading to ecological awareness of the manufacturers,
consumers and economical power.

The Council of the European Communities and the represen-
tatives of all countries members of European Union prepared a
project of activities in the field of environment protection which
describes the general strategy of the optimal usage of natural
resources.

The first principle of this strategy is to charge expenses of
environment recovery to all the users. It is to limit the extent of
pollution as well as to introduce new products and new techno-
logical solutions more friendly for environment. It will allow to
obtain optimal structure of free market economy. The rule ”pol-
lution maker should pay” is.usually gained by a set of fees and
productional standards although there is a system of subsidies
in the programme of recovering natural resources. There is na-
tional inspection of environment protection in Poland which is
responsible for controlling and executive activity connected with
pollution fees.

The second principle of the European Union’s strategy is
the integration of undertakings and data referring to the envi-
ronment with the basic economic activity. There is no method
of proper calculation of ecological costs and profits connected
with improving the state of the environment. This is needed to
prepare ways of valuating the environment quality and take into
consideration expenses and profits in the economic analysis of
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— undertakings connected with water administration in
agriculture

— primary afforestation, which can lead to ecological de-
triment changes as well re-cultivation of the land in
order to use it in another way

— poultry farming

— installations on swine farms

— breeding of salmon

— reclaiming land areas from the sea.

There are three main menaces to litosphere in Poland:

A. Pollution by harmful substances of different origins.

B. Degradation of physical structure as well as a chemical one,
‘osion, wild elements acting, compactness of the soil ruined by
ard agricultural equipment.

. Improper managing and wasting of large areas of land resul-
ng from e.g. abnormal rural structure.

Food economy is unfortunately a serious pollution maker in
le Polish natural environment. It’s especially visible in the con-
tions of unstable legal status of many companies under process
" privatization where valuation and control is very difficult to
). It is, however, neccesary, in the context of association agre-
nent and European Standards, to undertake definite activities

several fields at the same time:

First, it is neded to strengthen the coordination of various
tterprises to a more efficient system of soil and land protection
:specially in the rural policy on the micro and macrolevels.

Second, it is recommended to reduce disadvantages (dama-
s) in the ecological infrastructure caused by agriculture by
niting the intensity mainly in animal husbandry and creating
ricultural waste processing (ecologization of agricultural pro-
Iction).











