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Larix decidua L. 'Kornik” a dwarf cultivar of European larch

Dwarf forms of coniferous trees are today frequently met not only
in specialized collections but also in the urban greens, around settle-
ments and in gardens. Most commonly cultivated are varieties of Picea
abies, Thuja occidentalis and Chamaecyparis lawsoniana.

Among larches so far a dosen or so forms have been recognized dif-
fering in habit, mostly however these are tree forms (Ouden and
Boom, 1965). Only 3 dwarf forms are known: L. decidua 'Repens’, 'Com-
pacta. (Krussmann, 1974; Hillier, 1974) and recently a new va-
riety 'Corley’ was described (Hillier, 19.74;, Callen, 1976). Cultivar
L. decidua 'Repens differs substancially from the other two forms.
L. decidua 'Compacta’ is a dwarf form with rounded habit and dense
fragile shoots. It was obtained in 1830 in England as a seedling (Ou-
den and Boom, 1965, Krussmann, 1974). L. decidua 'Corley is
a slow growing low shrub with a globular habit. It was propagated
from a witches broom by R. F. Corley (Hillier, 1974; Callen,
1976).

In the Kornik Arboretum there grows a specimen of European larch
Larix decidua at to the top of which there developed a witches broom.
Such deformations of shoots in coniferous trees occur as a result of
damage to dormant buds by rusts from the order Uredinales, class
Basidiomycetes.

At some stage attempts were made to sow seeds collected from a wit-
ches broom, but seedlings were of low viability, grew poorly and after
some time died. In 1967 scions from the witches broom were grafted
and 3 individuals were thus obtained. We expected that normal larch
trees will grow out of them, however they grew very slowly at a rate
of no more than 15 cm in height annually. Thanks to numerous short
shoots the crowns rounded off and became dense. Presently two indi-
viduals of this larch remain. At 10 years one has a height of 80 cm and
a crown diameter of 110 cm, whereas the other individual is 45 cm tall
and has a crown diameter of 60 cm. It was decided to recognize the lar-
ches as a new form and it was named Larix decidua 'Kérnik'. Descript-
ion: Dwarf shrub with a globular habit. Shoots dense, short with
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Fig. 1. Witches broom on larch (phot. K. Jakusz)

merous buds copiously covered with resin!. Needles short, usually up to
2 cm long and only at the tips of one year old shoots longer, to 3 cm.
Larix decidua 'Kérnik' is akin in morphology to the previously descri-
bed dwarf forms 'Compacta’ and 'Corley’.

In the Kornik Arboretum there grew at one stage a larch called by
A. Wroéblewski Larix decidua nana Wrébl.,, but no description of
this variety remains. Its localization was indicated by a hand-written
note in the inventory book of the Arboretum reading ,,okoto zamku przy
oranzerii” (near the castle by the greenhouse) presently however the tree
no longer exists. Certainly this name was not associated with the larch
tree having the witches broom, since on old plans of the Arboretum
localization of the tree was different. Besides it is hard to suppose that
Wroéblewski would name a tree of normal height as 'nana’ even
though it had a witches broom on top.
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Fig. 2. Shoots of witches broom on larch (phot. K. Jakusz)

Fig. 3. Larix decidua L. ’Koérnik’, a dwarf cultivar of larch obtained in the Kornik
Arboretum (phot. K. Jakusz)
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The new cultivar of larch recognized in the Kérnik Arboretum La-
rix decidua 'Kérnik' deserves to by popularized as an original new cul-
tivar of larch.

Institute of Dendrology
Koérnik nr. Poznan
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TOMASZ BOJARCZUK

Larix decidua L. 'Kornik' kartowata forma modrzewia europejskiego

Streszczenie

Wsréd modrzewi wyrdzniono dotychczas kilkanascie form pokrojowych, ale
najczesciej sa to formy drzewiaste (Ouden i Boom, 1965). Znane sg jedynie
trzy formy kortowate: L. decidua 'Repens’, 'Compacta’ (Krussmann, 1974; Hil-
lier, 1074) i ostatnio opisana 'Corley’ (Hillier, 1S74; Callen, 1976). Odmiana
L. decidua ’'Repens’ rézni sie zdecydowanie od dwdch pozostatych. L. decidua
‘Compacta’ to kartowaty krzew o zaokraglonym pokroju i zageszczonych, tamli-
wych pedach. Uzyskano jg z wysiewu nasion w 1830 r. w Anglii (Krissmann,
1974; Ouden i Boom, 1965). L. decidua 'Corley’ to wolno rosnacy, niski krzew
0 kulistym pokroju, ktory zostat rozmnozony z czarciej miotty przez R. F. Cor-
leya (Hillier, 1974, Callen, 1977).

W Arboretum Koérnickim rosnie modrzew L. decidua, na ktérego wierzchotku
utworzyla sie czarcia miotla. Takie znieksztatcenie pedéw u drzew iglastych pow-
staje wskutek porazenia paczkéw $piacych przez rdze z rzedu Uredinales.

W 1967 r. zaszczepiono zrazy czarciej miotty z modrzewia uzyskujac trzy
szczepy. Przypuszczano, ze wyrosng z nich normalne drzewa modrzewi, a tymcza-
sem rosty one bardzo wolno. Ich przyrosty nie przekraczaty 15 cm wysokosSci
w ciggu roku. Dzigki licznym, krétkim pedom ich korony zageszczaly sie i zaokra-
glaty. Obecnie istniejg dwa egzemplarze tych modrzewi. Jeden z nich w wieku 19
lat ma 80 cm wysokosci i 110 cm $rednicy korony. Modrzew ten zostat uznany
za nowg odmiane i nazywany Larix decidua 'Kornik’.

Oto jego opis: kartowaty krzew o kulistym pokroju. Pedy zageszczone, krotkie
z licznymi paczkami pokrytymi obficie zywica. Igty krétkie zwykie do 2 cm diu-
gosci i tylko przy wierzchotkach jednorocznych pedéw diuzsze, do 3 cm. L. decidua
'Kornik’ jest zblizony wygladem do wczesniej opisanych form kartowatych 'Com-
pacta’ i 'Corley’. Opisy tych odmian sg jednakze bardzo skgpe i trudno na ich
podstawie wykaza¢ istotne réznice pomiedzy nimi a nowg odmiang wyodrebniong
w Arboretum Kérnickim.

W Arboretum Koarnickim rost niegdy$ modrzew nazywany przez A. Wroéb-
lewskiego Larix decidua nana Wrobl., ale nie zachowat sie opis tej odmiany.
Jego lokalizacje wskazywat odreczny dopisek w ksiedze inwentarzowej ,,0koto zamk
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przy oranzerii”, jednakze obecnie drzewo to nie istnieje. Z calg pewnoscig
nazwa ta nie byla zwigzana z modrzewiem z czarcig miotlg, poniewaz na starych
planach lokalizacja tego drzewa byta inna. Trudno tez przypuszczaé, aby Wro-
blewski nazwat tak modrzew o normalnym przeciez wzroscie tyle tylko, ze z czar-
cig miottg na wierzchotku.

Nowa odmiana modrzewia L. decidua 'Kdrnik.” wyr6zniona w Arboretum Kor-
nickim zastuguje na rozpowszechnienie jako oryginalna forma modrzewia.

TOMALI BOAPYYK

Larix decidua L. 'KOrnik' kapnvkosas ¢hopma NMCTBEHHULbI €BPONeNCKoii

Pes3tome

B 1967 rogy ObiM MPUBUTBLI YEPEHKM ,.BeAbMWHON MET/Ibl” BCTPevatoLleiic Ha SIMCTBEH-
HULe €BPONECcKoi. MpUBMBKM POCAM OYeHb Me[JIeHHO. VX XxapakTepHOW u4epToil ABNseTCSH
ryctas lWapoBuiHas KpoHa. B HacTosiwlee Bpems, nocne 10 neT, 0guMH U3 3K3eMNNspoB
umeeT 80 cM BbICOTbI M 110 cM AnameTp KpOHbl, a Apyroi 45 cm BbicOTbl U 60 cM AuameTp
KPOHbl. 3TV HOBble (HOPMbI INCTBEHHMUBI HasBaHbl Larix decidua 'KOrnik’. Ouu sBns-
tOTCA Kap/MKOBbIMU KyCTapHUKaMy C LIAPOBUAHLIMW KpoHamu. [lo6ern y Hux ryctble, Ko-
POTKWME, C MHOFOYMACMEHHBIMW MOYKaMM MOKPLITHIMM  06MILHO  cMonoil!  XBOS  KOPOTKas,
00bIY4HO [0 2 CM [JAuHbl. Ha Bepxyluke noberoB oHa npesbiwaeT 3 cMm. Hosas dopma
JICTBEHHULLI eBpOMNeiickol BbiBefeHHass B KypHMUKOM ApbopeTyMe CXOfHa C paHee Onu-
caHHbIMK hopmamm L. decidua 'Compacta’ n L. decidua 'Corley’.



