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T hree  patterns of cooperation can be identified in district and 
county international relations: 1) “stitching” the borderland together, 2) 
“ordinary” abroad and 3) “our” abroad. Cultural factors, i.e., the sense of shared 
heritage and cultural kinship, play an im portant role in all three patterns.

In the first pattern , m utual relations are based on the reuniting 
of a once artificially separated  whole. D evelopm ent of new a ttachm ents is 
accom panied by th e  sense of revival of lost unity. In the  second pattern , 
“abroad” is perm anen tly  incorporated  in daily practices and is w here 
people  do th e ir  shopping, cool out and cooperate economically. Former 
‘“ strangers” are now slightly d ifferent “ones of u s”. T h e  border is scored 
out by the  osten tatious m undane. T h ese  two patterns are very typical for 
the  southern  border.

T h e  third pattern , i.e., “our” abroad, is m ost conspicuous in 
th e  east. H ere, developm ent of relations w ith  the  form er USSR is viewed 
as local self-governm ents’ obvious specialization or even mission.
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