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This volume belongs to the rich body of research that the Polish Panel 
Survey POLPAN 1988–2013 generated over decades. Since 2012, the 
(Polish) National Science Center has generously funded POLPAN 
through the Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988–2013: Social Structure 
and Mobility project (hereafter, POLPAN Project), under a four-year 
“Maestro” grant (2011/02/A/HS6/00238) for the Institute of Philosophy 
and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences (IFiS PAN). Both this book 
and the volume Dynamics of Social Structure: Poland’s Transformative 
Years, 1988–2013 (Slomczynski, Tomescu-Dubrow, Życzyńska-Ciołek 
and Wysmułek eds. 2016), stem from the POLPAN Project and involve 
a common research team. 

The project is led by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski, professor of soci-
ology at IFiS PAN and professor emeritus at the Department of Sociol-
ogy of The Ohio State University (OSU). Professor Slomczynski directs 
the POLPAN study from its very beginning in 1987–1988. A group of 
academics from IFiS PAN and the University of Warsaw served as co-
principal investigators for the 2012-funded project. Krystyna Janicka, 
Zbigniew Sawiński, Irina Tomescu-Dubrow, Joshua K. Dubrow, Henryk 
Domański, and Zbigniew Karpiński are from IFiS PAN. Anna Kiersz-
tyn and Michał Bojanowski joined from the University of Warsaw. In 
addition, the project’s core research team included Kinga Wysieńska-
Di Carlo (IFiS PAN, currently at the Albert Shanker Institute in Wash-
ington, USA), Katarzyna Andrejuk (IFiS PAN), Ewa Jarosz (IFiS PAN, 
currently at the University of Oxford, UK), Anna Baczko-Dombi (IFiS 
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PAN and University of Warsaw), Marta Kołczyńska (IFiS PAN, currently 
PhD candidate at OSU), Ilona Wysmułek, Olena Oleksiyenko, Danuta 
Życzyńska-Ciołek, and Anna Franczak (PhD students at the Graduate 
School for Social Research, IFiS PAN), and Dorota Laskowska (IFiS 
PAN). In the last stage of the POLPAN Project, Anna Gromada and Nika 
Palaguta, both PhD students at the Graduate School for Social Research, 
IFiS PAN, joined the team as research assistants. 

Our special thanks go to Danuta Życzyńska-Ciołek, who coordi-
nated all organizational matters of the 2012-funded POLPAN Project. 
Marcin W. Zieliński (University of Warsaw and IFiS PAN) helped with 
archiving the data at the (Polish) Archive of Social Data (ADS). GESIS 
– Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences also hosts POLPAN. We thank 
these institutions for their support. Additionally, scholars can obtain the 
POLPAN data directly from the survey administrators, free of charge (see 
polpan.org). 

New data, collected through face-to-face interviews with 2,780 re-
spondents, are a key part to the POLPAN Project, and to the 1988–2013 
POLPAN study in general. Diligent data entry, checks and data cleaning 
are essential steps of the survey lifecycle. High data quality would not 
have been possible without the meticulous and thoughtful work the Center 
of Sociological Research (ORBS) at IFiS PAN carried out. We extend 
special thanks to Franciszek Sztabiński (Head of the Center), Dorota Las-
kowska, Anna Gumbrycht, and Teresa Żmijewska-Jędrzejczyk for their 
invaluable help.

We also thank regional coordinators, interviewers, and POLPAN re-
spondents especially. It is with gratitude that we highlight the following 
fact: in 2013 the response rate among individuals who participated in all 
previous POLPAN waves is over 80 percent.

We want to highlight the contribution, advice and intellectual support 
of Tadeusz Krauze (Hofstra University), Bogdan Mach (Institute of Polit-
ical Studies, PAN), Sheri Kunovich (South Methodist University), Robert 
Kunovich (University of Texas), Sandra Marquart-Pyatt (Michigan State 
University), Matthew Di Carlo (Albert Shanker Institute), Francesco 
Sarracino (STATEC, Luxembourg), Małgorzata Mikucka (University of 
Leuven), Ireneusz Sadowski (Institute of Political Studies, PAN), Michał 
Kotnarowski (Institute of Political Studies, PAN), Justyna Nyćkowiak 
(University of Zielona Góra), and Peter Tunkis (OSU).

We thank the director of IFiS PAN, Andrzej Rychard, for fully sup-
porting our team’s work. We are grateful to Grażyna Drążyk, chief offi cer 
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of the Research Division of IFiS PAN, for managing the project. Ewa 
Dworniak’s administrative support has been invaluable. 

We extend our thanks to the Committee on Sociology at PAN, IFiS 
PAN, GSSR at IFiS PAN, and to the OSU Departments of Sociology and 
of Political Science. In Dynamics of Social Structure (Slomczynski et al. 
eds. 2016) we list major scientifi c events held in Warsaw and at The Ohio 
State University, which the POLPAN Project generated. Cross-National 
Studies: Interdisciplinary Research and Training Program (CONSIRT) 
was involved in organizing most of these events. We thank the adminis-
trative staff of CONSIRT at both PAN and OSU.

In this volume, authors used, to a varying extent, work they had pub-
lished earlier in different academic outlets. The list of relevant sources is 
as follows: 

Dubrow, Joshua Kjerulf. 2012. Do Political Parties Represent Women, 
the Poor and the Old? Party Image, Party System and Democracy. In-
ternational Journal of Sociology 42(1): 78–86.

Grygiel, Paweł and Grzegorz Humenny. 2012. Longitudinal Investi-
gation of Religiosity Trajectories: A Latent Class Growth Analysis. 
International Journal of Sociology 42(4): 33–55.

Kunovich, Sheri. 2012. Voting Rates 1989 to 2007: Is There a Gender 
Gap? International Journal of Sociology 42(1): 60–77.

Wysmułek, Ilona. 2016. Corruption during Transformations of Polish 
Society: Survey Data Analysis of Perceived Changes and their Deter-
minants. Pp. 173–184 in Post-1945 Poland: Modernities, Transforma-
tions and Evolving Identities. Working papers. Programme on Modern 
Poland edited by Mikołaj Kunicki, Agnieszka Gurbin, Katarzyna 
Jeżowska and Hubert Czyżewski, St. Antony’s College, University of 
Oxford: POMP (https://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/fi les/related-
documents/post-1945_poland_working_papers_pomp_2016.pdf).

We thank M. E. Sharpe, and Tylor and Francis/Routledge for their 
permission to reuse the authors’ original work, in whole or in part, in this 
new non-commercial publication. We acknowledge St. Antony’s College, 
University of Oxford for electronic distribution of Wysmułek’s working 
paper. For each chapter based on previously published work we provide 
the link to the relevant original article/paper. 

We thank Professor Maria Zielińska for her useful comments in 
the review of the manuscript. We also thank John Fells and Matthew 
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Chambers for proofreading the manuscript. Barbara Gruszka, Head of 
IFiS Publishers, offered her professional advice on all stages of pro-
duction of this volume and Andrzej Zabrowarny solved many technical 
problems involved in the book’s timely publication. 

We invite readers to reach out to the numerous POLPAN-related re-
sources. The project’s website, polpan.org, provides access to important 
scientifi c POLPAN products free of charge. 

Kazimierz M. Slomczynski
Ilona Wysmułek
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