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This volume stems from the project Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 
1988–2013: Social Structure and Mobility (hereafter, POLPAN Project), 
funded in 2012 by the (Polish) National Science Center under a four-year 
grant for the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of 
Sciences (IFiS PAN) – Maestro grant: 2011/02/A/HS6/00238. The project 
is led by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski, professor of sociology at IFiS PAN 
and professor emeritus at the Department of Sociology of The Ohio State 
University (OSU). Professor Slomczynski directs the POLPAN study 
from its very beginning in 1987–1988. A group of academics from IFiS 
PAN and the University of Warsaw served as co-principal investigators 
for the 2012-funded project. Krystyna Janicka, Zbigniew Sawiński, Irina 
Tomescu-Dubrow, Joshua K. Dubrow, Henryk Domański and Zbigniew 
Karpiński are from IFiS PAN. Anna Kiersztyn and Michał Bojanowski 
joined from the University of Warsaw. In addition, the project’s core 
research team included Kinga Wysieńska-Di Carlo (IFiS PAN, currently 
at the Albert Shanker Institute in Washington, USA), Katarzyna Andrejuk 
(IFiS PAN), Ewa Jarosz (IFiS PAN, currently at the University of Oxford, 
UK), Anna Baczko-Dombi (IFiS PAN and University of Warsaw), 
Marta Kołczyńska (IFiS PAN, currently PhD candidate at OSU), Ilona 
Wysmułek, Olena Oleksiyenko, Danuta Życzyńska-Ciołek, Anna 
Franczak (PhD students at the Graduate School for Social Research, 
IFiS PAN), and Dorota Laskowska (IFiS PAN). In the last stage of the 
POLPAN Project, Anna Gromada and Nika Palaguta, both PhD students 
at the Graduate School for Social Research, IFiS PAN, joined the team as 

Dynamics of social structure: Poland's transformative years 1988-2013, 
K. M. Slomczynski and I. Tomescu-Dubrow with D. Życzyńska-Ciołek and I. Wysmułek (eds.), 

Warsaw: IFiS Publishers 2016.

rcin.org.pl



PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS8

research assistants. Marcin W. Zieliński (University of Warsaw and IFiS 
PAN) helped with archiving the data.

New data, collected through face-to-face interviews with 2,780 re-
spondents, represent a key element of the POLPAN Project, and of the 
1988–2013 POLPAN study in general. Diligent data entry, checks and 
data cleaning are essential steps of the survey lifecycle. High data quality 
would not have been possible without the meticulous and thoughtful work 
the Center of Sociological Research at IFiS PAN carried out. We extend 
special thanks to Franciszek Sztabiński (Head of the Center), Dorota Las-
kowska, Anna Gumbrycht, and Teresa Żmijewska-Jędrzejczyk for their 
invaluable help.

We also thank regional coordinators, interviewers, and, last but not 
least, our respondents. It is with gratitude that we highlight the following 
fact: in 2013 the response rate among individuals who participated in all 
previous POLPAN waves is over 80 percent.

As a research team, we greatly benefi ted from the advice, the intel-
lectual support and insights of a large group of constant contributors, 
including: Tadeusz Krauze (Hofstra University), Bogdan Mach (Insti-
tute of Political Studies, PAN), Sheri Kunovich (South Methodist Uni-
versity), Robert Kunovich (University of Texas), Sandra Marquart-Pyatt 
(Michigan State University), Matthew Di Carlo (Albert Shanker Insti-
tute), Francesco Sarracino (STATEC Luxembourg), Małgorzata Mikucka 
(University of Leuven), Ireneusz Sadowski (Institute of Political Studies, 
PAN), Michał Kotnarowski (Institute of Political Studies, PAN), Justyna 
Nyćkowiak (University of Zielona Góra), and Peter Tunkis (OSU).

We thank Andrzej Rychard, who, as director of IFiS PAN, fully 
supports our team’s work, and Grażyna Drążyk who, as chief offi cer of 
the Research Division of IFiS PAN, helps us with managing the project. 
We highly appreciate Ewa Dworniak’s administrative support. 

Within the POLPAN Project, Poland’s National Science Centre con-
tributed to the funding of this volume, as well as of various scientifi c 
events held in Warsaw and at The Ohio State University. We are grateful 
for this support. We extend our thanks to the Committee on Sociology at 
PAN, IFiS PAN, the Graduate School for Social Research at IFiS PAN, 
the OSU Departments of Sociology and of Political Science for support 
in organizing some of these major POLPAN events: 

POLPAN Workshop 2012 [“Warsztaty POLPAN”], held in Jabłonna, 
Poland, October 7–9, 2012.
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Workshop on Panel Design and Analysis. The workshop consisted of 
two parts: (1) “Panel Survey Design” at IFiS PAN, Warsaw, May 6-7, 
2013, and (2) “Panel Analysis Program” at the Department of Sociol-
ogy, The Ohio State University, USA, May 20–26, 2013.

The Polish Panel Survey POLPAN 1988–2013: A Cross-National 
Perspective involved an international conference followed by a 2-day 
workshop. Both were held in Warsaw, at the IFiS PAN, March 19–21 
2014.

Longitudinal Survey Research: Methodological Challenges. The in-
ternational event comprised the conference “The Present and Future 
of Longitudinal Cross-Sectional and Panel Survey Research” and the 
workshop “Harmonization of Survey and Non-Survey Data.” It was 
held at IFiS PAN, Warsaw, December 15–18, 2015.

We thank the OSU Polish Studies Initiative (Prof. Yana Hashamova) 
and the OSU Mershon Center (Prof. J. Craig Jenkins) for their fi nan-
cial and logistic support in organizing the following meetings on the 
POLPAN Project: 

The session Social and Political Change in Contemporary Poland: 
New Research from the Polish Panel Survey POLPAN held at the 
Midwest Slavic Conference 2015, The Ohio State University, USA, 
March 13–15, 2015.

The session Transformation and the Social Changes held during the 
conference Post-1945 Poland: Modernities, Transformations and 
Evolving Identities, University of Oxford, GB, June 11–12, 2015. 

Cross-National Studies: Interdisciplinary Research and Training 
Program (CONSIRT) was involved in organizing most POLPAN events. 
We thank the administrative staff of CONSIRT at both PAN and OSU.

In this volume, authors used, to a varying extent, work they published 
earlier in different academic outlets. The list of relevant sources is as 
follows: 

Slomczynski, Kazimierz M., Irina Tomescu-Dubrow, and Zbigniew 
Sawiński. 2013. Modeling Occupational Careers for a Turbulent 
Economy: From Simple to Complex Approaches. International 
Journal of Sociology 42(4): 56–70.
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Tomescu-Dubrow, Irina. 2015. International Experience and Labour 
Market Success: Analysing Panel Data from Poland. Polish Socio-
logical Review 191(3): 259–276.

Mikucka, Małgorzata. 2013. The Transition to Insecurity: Employ-
ment Dynamics and Its Sociodemographic Differentiation. Interna-
tional Journal of Sociology 42(4): 71–99.

Kiersztyn, Anna. 2012. Employment Instability: A Dynamic Perspec-
tive. International Journal of Sociology 42(1): 6–30.

Kiersztyn, Anna. 2015. Solidarity Lost? Low Pay Persistence during 
the Post-Communist Transition in Poland. Polish Sociological 
Review 192(4): 493–509.

Domański, Henryk and Dariusz Przybysz. 2012. Friendship Patterns 
and Social Inequality. International Journal of Sociology 42(1): 31–59.

Kryszczuk, Maciej D. and Brian E. Green. 2015. Digital Divide in 
Poland: An Exploration of Some Sociological Impacts of Personal 
Computer Possession, Internet Use and PC Profi ciency. Management 
and Business Administration. Central Europe 23(3): 2–18.

Karpiński, Zbigniew. 2012. Popular Assessments of Earnings in Various 
Occupations. International Journal of Sociology 42(1): 87–107.

Kołczyńska, Marta and Joseph J. Merry. 2016. Preferred Levels of 
Income Inequality in a Period of Systemic Change: Analysis of Data 
from the Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988–2003. Polish Socio-
logical Review 194(2): 171–189.

Kunovich, Robert M. 2013. Perceived Unemployment: The Sources 
and Consequences of Misperception. International Journal of Socio-
logy 42(4): 100–123.

Baczko-Dombi, Anna and Ilona Wysmułek. 2015. Determinants 
of Success in Public Opinion in Poland: Factors, Directions and 
Dynamics of Change. Polish Sociological Review 191(3): 277–293.

We thank M. E. Sharpe, Tylor and Francis/Routledge, the Polish So-
ciological Association, Kozminski University, and De Gruyter for their 
permission to reuse the authors’ original work, in whole or in part, in this 
new non-commercial publication. For each chapter we provide the link to 
the relevant original article that the respective author(s) used. 
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We thank Professor Maria Zielińska for the useful comments in 
her review of the manuscript. Barbara Gruszka, Head of IFiS Publish-
ers, offered her professional advice on all stages of production of this 
volume. Andrzej Zabrowarny solved many technical problems involved 
in the book’s timely publication. We thank John Fells for proofreading 
the manuscript.

The data from the POLPAN study are archived at the (Polish) Archive 
of Social Data (ADS) and at GESIS – Leibniz-Institute for the Social 
Sciences. Currently, over one thousand scholars searched the POLPAN 
data through the archiving institutions. We thank these institutions for 
their excellent work. 

We invite readers to reach out to other POLPAN-related resources, 
including the volume Social Inequality and the Life Course: Poland’s 
Transformative Years, 1988–2013, as well as the Project’s website, 
polpan.org. On the website, we provide detailed information on the 
design and methodology of POLPAN, including questionnaires, in 
both Polish and English. Those interested can also receive access to the 
POLPAN data by contacting project administrators directly. 

Kazimierz M. Slomczynski
Irina Tomescu-Dubrow

Danuta Życzyńska-Ciołek
Ilona Wysmułek 

Dynamics of social structure: Poland's transformative years 1988-2013, 
K. M. Slomczynski and I. Tomescu-Dubrow with D. Życzyńska-Ciołek and I. Wysmułek (eds.), 

Warsaw: IFiS Publishers 2016.

rcin.org.pl




