
Summary

This book is not a simple set of articles. Our collective effort was to 
compose a book that should present the multi-dimensional character of 
an important part of contemporary philosophy pointing at the same time 
at its complex theoretical status quo. We are dealing here with this 
particular fragment of philosophy which -  as we believe -  is losing today 
its autonomy. For we don’t want to cite here the commonly used term 
“epistemology” -  the reasons of this are explained below in our book 
-  we think it possible to name this field a philosophical theory of 
knowledge. According to beliefs of the greater part of the book’s authors 
and its editor, such a theory of knowledge cannot be developed ex­
clusively on the ground of philosophy. In the same time, there are good 
reasons for considering it as a philosophical discipline. An obvious 
consequence of this way of arguing is a dramatic change in theoretical 
status of philosophy itself, regardless the importance one may attach to 
this issue.

The analyses presented in this book demonstrate that the philosophical 
theory of knowledge -  traditionally called epistemology -  is today 
a domain situated within the borderland of various types of reflexion 
among which a special role have philosophy of science, sociology of 
knowledge, sociology of science and so called cognitive science. Since 
some time this borderland has also been seen as confines of epistemology. 
Even if we keep, as a new convention, the notion “epistemology” for the 
use of the contemporary philosophical theory of knowledge, nonetheless 
we will have enough reasons to acknowledge that the main ideas of this 
domain have in fact appeared on its very borderland.
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Simultaneously, it is worthwhile to notice the philosophical identity of 
this domain. This is only the philosophical discourse that makes possible 
to synthesize the main ideas about the nature of knowledge that appear 
whithin the frames of different branches of knowledge. In other words, the 
phenomenon that we depict in our book means that philosophy is not 
simply losing its autonomy but, in the same time, is significantly 
expanding. Our aim is to convince, with this publication, that philosophy 
cannot develop itself when isolated from different types of reflexion on 
knowledge. Only when fulfilling this condition philosophy guarantees 
itself a strong position in the realm of contemporary human thought.

Józef Niżnik
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