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Regional Disparities and Competitiveness in Central and Eastern Europe 13

Disparities can be demonstrated in comparison with the highest and lowest levels of
income per head between regions reveal that, in 2000, the average level in Prague, the
most prosperous region in Central and Eastern Europe, was more than 7 times higher
than in North-east region of Romania (Table 3, Figure 3).

Two key issues which influence the regional economic performance are the urbaniza-
tion level and the sectoral composition of economic activity. The following stylised classi-
fication of regions can be used for analytical purposes agricultural, industrial and regions
with services orientation (Figure 4). For the purpose of identifying the typical manufac-
turing, agricultural and service regions, the highest concentration of employment in each
sector were selected. (Criteria of designation were: percentage share of agricultural em-
ployment is more than 10 percent, of industrial employment it is more than 40 percent and
of service employment it is more than 60 percent, Figure 4). The regions depending most-
ly on services are clustered around capital cities. The highest concentration of services

Figure 2. GDP per capita by region in Central and Eastern Europe, 2000, EU15=100
Source: Designed by the author on the basis of the Regions: Statistical Yearbook, 2003.
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Figure 3. Scenario A62: maximum TINA projects
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EU's 'Fringe' communities

Number of indicator values
in lowest quartile
|0 Indicators used:
1 * Accessibility (European+EU15+AC12 dimension), 2001
B « Population density, 2000
3 « Total population, 2000
; * GDP (PPS) per capita, 2000

* GDP (PPS) per capita, realtive change to EU1S average, 1995-2000

Figure 1. EU’s ‘Fringe’ communities
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Number of indicator values
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* Primary sector employment, change between 1991-1996
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Figure 2. EU’s ‘Rustic’ communities
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