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o f  D endrochronolog ica l Research  into the E a rly -M ed ieva l C as tle -T ow n s  o f  G reat 
Poland, Low er S ilesia and L ittle  Poland, pp. 303 -327 ) say that the construction  
and renovation  o f castle-tow ns in tensified  in the forties, seventies and  e igh ties o f 
the tenth  cen tu ry and then about 1000 and at the end o f the 1020s and  the 
beginn ing o f the 1030s. S tanisław  K u r n a t o w s k i  (S tud ies on  the S tructu re  o f  
Settlem ent and Econom y, pp. 329 -350 ) em phasises that the s teady  and  qu ick 
increase o f  popu lation  in the Polish territories from  the end o f the 10th cen tu ry 
brought about econom ic grow th  but also degradation  o f the environm ent. S tan i­
sław  S u c h o d o l s k i  (The B eginnings o f  Polish  M inting, pp. 351 -36 0 ) dates the 
beginn ing o f  Polish  coinage to ca. 995 and the end o f  its first phase to about 1020. 
Accord in g to the author, m in ting was halted because Boleslaus the B rave ’s court 
was incom petent and cou ld  not run a cash econom y; the end o f co inage m ay  also 
have been a sym ptom  o f the crisis which cam e to light in 1034. T eresa  R o d z i n -  
s k a - C h o r ą ż y  (W hat Does B rick  A rch itectu re  Tell Us?, pp. 3 6 1 -38 7 ) p oin ts out 
that Polish  p re-R om anesque arch itecture was in fluenced  by Italian and G erm an 
arch itecture but not b y  that o f Bohem ia for brick  arch itecture w as poorly 
developed in Bohem ia. Jacek  B a n a s z k i e w i c z  (D ynastic and T riba l Traditions  
in N orthern  S lav Countries, pp. 261 -277 ) stresses the role o f trad itions in  the 
form ation  o f socio-po litica l ties. In the case o f Bohem ia, Poland and Ruthen ia 
these trad itions were connected  w ith  the beginn ing o f the local dynasties, in  the 
Polab ian region they were linked to tribal m yths. A  large part o f  the book  (pp. 
73-96, 223-257 , 391 -429 ) is an account o f the d iscussions w h ich  fo llow ed  the 
papers. H enryk S a m s o n o w i c z ’s text Polish  Territories in the Tenth  Century  
and Their Im portance f o r  the Shape o f  a N ew  E urope  is a sum m in g up o f  the 
con ference; the text is in Polish, English, Germ an and Russian (English  version 
pp. 443-449 ).

Ja cek  A d am czyk

Krzysztof M i k u l s k i ,  P rzes trze ń  i spo łeczeń s tw o  T o ru n ia  od  końca  
X IV  do p o czą tk ó w  X V III  w ieku  (T h e  A re a  a n d  S oc ie ty  o f  T o ru ń  f r o m  
the E n d  o f  the 14 th  to the B eg in n in g  o f  the  18 th  C en tu ry ), Toruń 1999, 
Wydawnictwo UMK, 464 pp.

K. M ikulski, a Toruń  h istorian o f the m iddle generation, has recen tly  published 
a book  on Toruń 's urban society, the evo lu tion  o f  socio-econom ic re la tions in the 
town and the transform ations which took place in its lay -ou t over a period  o f 
nearly three hundred years. It is no exaggeration  to say that the book is an 
im portant event in the h istoriography o f  Polish towns as for som e tim e books 
dea ling w ith  the socio -econom ic h istory o f towns in m odern  tim es have been a 
rare occurrence and the recent studies, overburdened  w ith  detailed  in form ation , 
have often  been o f a popu laris ing character.

The au thor has presented  a dynam ic p icture o f social changes in Toruń , 
com bin ing it w ith  an analysis o f  the econom ic situation in the town. It Is 
com m endab le that chrono logica lly  M iku lsk i has gone beyond the Sw edish  in va­
sion, w h ich  is usua lly  regarded as a tu rn ing poin t and the cause o f the crisis  o f 
Polish  tow n s1.

W hat is m ost im pressive about M iku lsk i’s book is h is m eticu lous arch ival 
reserach. He has m ade use o f assessors ’ books o f  the courts o f the old, n ew  and 
suburban Toruń (th is has enabled  him  to analyse contracts for the purchase and

1T h e h is tor ian s ' d iscu ss ion  on  th is su b jec t is p resen ted  b y  M. B o g u c k a  in  the book : M. 
B o g u c k a ,  H.  S a m s o n o w i c z ,  D z ie je  m ia s t i m ieszcza ń stw a  w  P o lsce  p rze d roz b io row e j 
(T h e  H is to ry  o f  Tow ns an d  Tow n sp eop le  in P re -P a r t it io n  P o la n d ), W rocław  1986, pp. 4 5 1 -4 5 3 .
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sa le  o f property, and cred its  granted  on the security o f im m ovables); he has also 
m ade use o f three lists o f house and craft taxes from  the 1390s and another six 
taxation  lists from  the 15th cen tu ry (th is w as the basis for defin ing the residence 
o f  taxpayers and for p resen ting a socio-topograph ic picture); he has consulted  
gu ilds arch ives, records o f adm ission  to m unicipal law, som e registers o f the 
Lu theran  and Catholic churches, genealogies o f  Toruń fam ilies, the inhab itan ts ’ 
records draw n up in 1703, w hen the town w as seized by Sweden, and Prussian 
sou rces from  the turn o f  the 18th cen tu ry (cadastra l records, m easurem ents o f 
bu ild ings).

M iku lsk i has a lso consu lted  various studies, paying specia l atten tion  to 
those in  Polish  and Germ an. However, he has not m ade use o f  stud ies by A. 
D a u m a r d  and F. F u r e t ,  J .-C . P e r  r o t ,  and H. S c h u l t z ,  which , even 
though  they  do not concern  the area researched by him , w ou ld  have draw n his 
a tten tion  to questions overlooked  by h im 2.

M iku lsk i has presented  changes in the financia l and vocationa l structure o f 
T oru ń ’s popu lation  (ana lysing also the lists o f the richest p roperty  ow ners) in 
1450, 1500, 1550, 1600, 1640 nd 1703. He has ignored the year 1400, for the 
lis ts  o f taxpayers from  the turn o f the 13th cen tu ry are incom plete (m ost o f  them  
m en tion  on ly  the taxpayers ’ addresses). M iku lsk i’s research  covers a w ide area 
(the O ld and the New  Tow n and their suburbs), but the reader w ill have no 
d ifficu lty  in  fo llow ing the au thor’s re flections thanks to tw o m aps show ing the 
d istribu tion  o f occupations in 1394 and 1703 and the topography o f  Toruń ’s 
suburbs, and two m aps show ing the tow n ’s soc io-topography in 1394/1455 and 
in 1703. The book  also contains 70 tables, 16 diagram s, 26 illustrations and, 
w h a t Is a lso im portant, an extensive sum m ary in Germ an (pp. 440-459 ). Let us 
add  that nearly a quarter o f the book (pp. 322 -406 ) consists o f an in teresting 
annex  w h ich  presents the tow n ’s size and an analysis o f Toru ń ’s streets ’ nam es.

The book  has four parts: I. The basic e lem ents of  Toruń ’s topography in the 
1 3 th -17th centuries; II. The occupational s tructure o f  the popu la tion ; III. Property  
structure ; IV. Toruń 's soc io -top o gra p h y .

It is im possib le  in a short review  to deal w ith  all the questions ra ised  in th is 
in teresting  book and present all the conclusions reached by  the author. Let us 
focus atten tion  on the m ost im portant ones. M iku lski starts by  presen ting the 
orig ina l lay -ou t o f the O ld and New  Town and their suburbs and then describes 
the tow n ’s bu ild ings and houses accord ing to h is c lassification  o f urban  plots. 
H aving  ana lysed  the changes which took place in each type o f p lots in 1450-1640, 
he poin ts out that the developm ent becam e m ore d ispersed, the num ber o f p lots 
w ith  houses having decreased  m arkedly. They were replaced  by  p lots w ith  a large, 
eas ily  accessib le  econom ic h in terland or indiv idual plots bought for econom ic 
purposes. The decline o f suburbs at the beginn ing o f the 17th cen tu ry is regarded 
by  M iku lsk i as a sign o f  d im inution  o f  the tow n ’s econom ic opportun ities (p. 69).

In the next chapter the au thor analyses in detail the occupationa l structure 
o f  the popu lation . A s  he shows, it depended on the tow n ’s econom ic situation, 
w h ich  he illustrates by  the developm ent o f  trade in im m ovables. The tu rnover in 
rea lty  w as  sm all in Toruń  until the end o f  the 14th century, for the m erchants 
ow n in g th riv ing businesses preferred to invest their m oney in m erchandise and 
annu ities. The econom ic breakdow n in the first h a lf o f  the 15th cen tu ry affected  
equa lly  the shopkeepers and craftsm en (the num ber o f  m asters decreased  in all 
crafts). The econom ic boom  in the second h a lf o f  the 15th cen tu ry led to a  change 
in the ru lin g  circles and to considerable transform ations in the popu la tion ’s 
financia l structure (bakers, b rew ers and furriers increased  their wealth ). Th is w as 
accom pan ied  b y  the em ancipation  o f the com m on people, w ho ever m ore fre ­
qu en tly  bou gh t the p roperty they had been  renting. The 16th cen tu ry w as a

2a. D u m a r d ,  F. F u r  e t .  S tru c tu re s  e t re la tion s soc ia les  à Pa ris  au  X V III siècle, Paris  1961; 
J .-C . P  e r r  o t ,  G enèse d 'u n e  v ille  m oderne. C a en  au  X V III siècle , Paris  1975; H. S c h u l t z ,  
B e rlin  1 6 5 0 -1 8 0 0 . S o z ia lge sch ich te  e in e r R es id en z, B erlin  1987.
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prosperous period for traders and craftsm en, w ith  the exception  o f d rapers and 
later also o f brewers. Considering the size o f the town, the turn o f  the 16th cen tu ry 
w as still a period o f great public investm ents (reconstruction  o f  the tow nhall and 
arsenal, construction  o f a gu ard ’s house and a hostel for pupils o f  the econom ic 
school, b eginn ing o f the construction  o f approaches to the castle and fortifica ­
tions), but the years that follow ed were m arked by  a regression  in Toru ń ’s 
econom y. A ll the crafts declined and the ou tflow  o f  m oney im provished the 
inhabitants. It w as on ly  the last decade o f  the 17th cen tu ry  that w itnessed  a 
m odest econom ic enlivenm ent.

In the next chapter the author analyses the financial structure o f Toru ń ’s 
population , taking the num ber o f the im m ovab les the inhab itan ts owned in the 
15th-17th  cen turies as his criterion. In the late M iddle Ages m erchants engaged  
in overseas trade, and brew ers were the richest group in the town. They invested  
their incom e in urban and landed property. In the second h a lf o f the 15th cen tu ry 
the old patriciate was replaced by new  m erchants engaged m ain ly  in gra in  trade. 
In the 16th century, having gained control o f the town and having becom e its élite, 
th ey strove to obtain  nob lem en ’s privileges in order to strengthen  their position . 
A t the end o f the cen tu ry the noble patricians once again  m oved out to the 
countryside, to their landed estates. C ontrary to the op in ions current in literature, 
M ikulski says that the financial breakdown in the first h a lf o f the 17th century, 
caused by an econom ic slum p and the P o lish -S w ed ish wars, led to a second crisis 
o f  Toruń ’s hered itary patriciate and the d isappearance o f its represen tatives from  
the m unicipal au thorities (pp. 206 ff.). It is in teresting to learn that in the 17th 
cen tu ry  the tow n ’s élite consisted  not on ly o f “new ” m erchants and brew ers but 
a lso o f  an ever grow ing num ber o f educated  men, lawyers, physic ians and 
pharm aceutists, who form ed the nucleus o f  the tow n ’s bureaucracy.

The last chapter, the m ost extensive one, surveys the d istribution  o f ind iv i­
dual trades In the town and i ts suburbs. M iku lski presents an in teresting theory 
that T oru ń 's late m edieval soc lo-topograph ic structure developed in tw o ways: 
thanks to the original “arranged” settlem ent o f  the m ain population  groups in the 
O ld Tow n (in two separate d istricts, one inhabited  by  m erchants, the other by 
cra ftsm en) and thanks to the evolution  caused by the in flow  o f new  vocational 
groups and the developm ent o f the town (p. 307). The latter factor w as visib le 
especia lly  in the New  Town, in w h ich  the popu lation  was m ixed, consisting o f 
represen tatives o f various trades and people not belonging to any guild. C on cen ­
tration  in a specific area w as noticeable especia lly  in the case o f trades w h ich  had 
been long estab lished in the town and w h ich  d istingu ished them selves by num eral 
strength and m ass production  (bakers, butchers, brewers, shoem akers, drapers 
and  tanners). Location  w as im portant to som e craftsm en for it m ade it eas ier for 
them  to sell their products (e.g. brewers, coopers as w ell as craftsm en look ing 
a fter the m eans o f transport, that Is, b lacksm iths and w heelw rights, lived in the 
m ain  streets near the gates) or it offered  them  favourab le conditions for their 
p roduction  (for instance, access to w ater w as im portant for tanners and repre­
sen tatives o f  m eta l crafts). O n ly the richest craftsm en (goldsm iths, arm ourers and 
belt m akers) had their own houses in the m erchan ts ’ district.

M iku lski points out that research into Toruń ’s soc io-topography throughou t 
the ages is a d ifficu lt task. He m akes an in teresting observation  that on ly  a 
pro longed  breakdow n in the dem and for a product led to the d ispersa l o f 
households o f m asters o f  a g iven  trade and that none o f the crafts w h ich  had been  
d ispersed  in the M iddle Ages succeeded in form ing sign ificant concen trations in 
the 16th and 17th centuries; the sam e can be said about craftsm en w ho m igrated  
from  the suburbs to p laces w ith in  the tow n ’s walls. In his opin ion, the on ly sign 
o f  social m odern isation  in 17th cen tu ry Toruń  w as the purchase o f houses In the 
m ost exclusive streets by  representatives o f the new  bureaucratic élite, the 
o ffic ialdom .

One cou ld, o f  course, point out, as one can in the case o f m any m onographs, 
that the author has passed over in silence certain  questions (e.g. m arriage
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licences, the social and vocationa l m ob ility  o f  successive generations, the choice 
o f  spouse as an elem ent guaranteeing the stab ility o f social barriers separating 
the socia l s trata and vocational groups).

But w hat is m ore im portant is that M iku lsk i points out that it is necessary 
to con tinue research in to the socio-econom ic h istory o f  Toruń. He thinks it is 
im perative to exam ine the function ing o f Toruń ’s suburbs and the w ay in which 
the bu rgher estate becam e a closed estate, exclud ing the inhabitants o f  suburbs 
(p. 213). He also proposes research  into the socio-econom ic activ ity o f the Toruń 
p lebs on the basis o f po ll-tax  records from  1723 and parish books (p. 132).

M iku lsk i’s book has enriched our know ledge o f the people and econom y o f 
Toruń  in the late M iddle Ages and the early  m odern  period and is thus a sign ificant 
con tribu tion  to research into the h istory o f  tow ns in p re-partition  Poland.

Cezary Kuklo

Dariusz Kupisz,  Zb ig n iew  G o ra jsk i (1 5 9 6 -1 6 5 5 ). S tu d iu m  z d z ie ­
jó w  s z la ch ty  p ro te s ta n ck ie j w  M a łop o ls ce  w p ie rw s ze j p o ło w ie  X V II 
w ie k u  (Zb ig n iew  G ora jsk i (1 5 9 6 -1 6 5 5 ). A  S tu d y  in the H is to ry  o f  the  
P ro te s ta n t N ob ility  in L itt le  Po la n d  in  the F irs t H a lf  o f  the  17th  
C en tu ry ), Warszawa 2000, Wydawnictwo Naukowe Semper, 230 
pp., bibliogr., index of persons, genealogical tables, maps.

D ariusz K up isz ’s study on Zb ign iew  G orajski, one o f the leaders o f  the Protestant 
nobility, ra ises a question  w hich  played an im portant role in the h istory o f  the 
Com m onw ealth  o f  the Two Nations. The hero o f Kupisz’s m onograph was an 
in teresting  personality  w ho undoubted ly deserves a b iograph ica l study. Th is 
ou tstan d in g representative o f Little Poland ’s d issident nobility exem plifies qu e­
stion  connected  not on ly w ith  the then w eaken ing Polish heresy but also w ith  the 
parliam en tary  system , the pow er élite, politica l culture and even w ith the poss i­
b ility  o f  social, econom ic and political advance for new  people from  the m iddle 
n obility. K up isz ’s treatise covers all these questions and shows the au thor’s hero 
aga inst a broad background o f political life in the Com m onwealth .

The au thor has m ade use o f m any sources. In presenting Zb ign iew  G orajsk i’s 
v igorous activ ity  at d ietines, he m ade use o f the castle court records o f  Lublin  and 
Chełm . G ora jsk i’s participation  in the Sejm s in 1629-1641 is described  on the 
basis  o f  m ostly  unpub lished  parliam entary diaries, and so is h is activ ity  in the 
Senate. H is econom ic w ork  is presented  on the basis o f castle court books. 
V estiges  o f  G orajsk i's  correspondence have been found in m any arch ives and 
libraries. The au thor cou ld  have extended h is research to foreign arch ives, for 
instance, G eheim n is S taatsarch iv P reuß ischer K u ltu rbesitz in Berlin , w h ich  has 
m ateria ls  con cern in g  negotiations in Lübeck in which G orajski took part, but 
there are enough sources concern ing this question  in Polish  archives. However, 
as regards G ora jsk i’s m ission  to Kön igsberg in 1642, the Berlin  arch ives w ou ld  
have enab led  the au thor to go beyond the rather en igm atic description  o f the royal 
m ission  and  define the ties w h ich  the castellan  o f  Chełm  estab lished w ith  the 
e lector Frederick  W illiam .

The book  is arranged  chronologica lly  and them atica lly and its construction  
is logica l. It consists  o f  five chapters. In the first the author presents the h istory 
o f  the G ora jsk i fam ily, starting w ith  i ts founder, Dym itr o f  Goraj, royal treasurer 
and gran d  m arsha l at the end o f the 14th century. The author devotes m ost space 
to A d am  G orajsk i the younger and Piotr G orajski, that is, to the father and uncle 
o f  Zb ign iew , w h ich  is fu lly  Justified for these two men exercised  a great in fluence 
on the persona lity  o f  the future castellan  o f Chełm . M oreover, since they p layed 
an im portan t politica l role, they, in particu lar the uncle, in troduced Zb ign iew  into
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