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licences, the social and vocationa l m ob ility  o f  successive generations, the choice 
o f  spouse as an elem ent guaranteeing the stab ility o f social barriers separating 
the socia l s trata and vocational groups).

But w hat is m ore im portant is that M iku lsk i points out that it is necessary 
to con tinue research in to the socio-econom ic h istory o f  Toruń. He thinks it is 
im perative to exam ine the function ing o f Toruń ’s suburbs and the w ay in which 
the bu rgher estate becam e a closed estate, exclud ing the inhabitants o f  suburbs 
(p. 213). He also proposes research  into the socio-econom ic activ ity o f the Toruń 
p lebs on the basis o f po ll-tax  records from  1723 and parish books (p. 132).

M iku lsk i’s book has enriched our know ledge o f the people and econom y o f 
Toruń  in the late M iddle Ages and the early  m odern  period and is thus a sign ificant 
con tribu tion  to research into the h istory o f  tow ns in p re-partition  Poland.

Cezary Kuklo
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P ro te s ta n t N ob ility  in L itt le  Po la n d  in  the F irs t H a lf  o f  the  17th  
C en tu ry ), Warszawa 2000, Wydawnictwo Naukowe Semper, 230 
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D ariusz K up isz ’s study on Zb ign iew  G orajski, one o f the leaders o f  the Protestant 
nobility, ra ises a question  w hich  played an im portant role in the h istory o f  the 
Com m onw ealth  o f  the Two Nations. The hero o f Kupisz’s m onograph was an 
in teresting  personality  w ho undoubted ly deserves a b iograph ica l study. Th is 
ou tstan d in g representative o f Little Poland ’s d issident nobility exem plifies qu e­
stion  connected  not on ly w ith  the then w eaken ing Polish heresy but also w ith  the 
parliam en tary  system , the pow er élite, politica l culture and even w ith the poss i­
b ility  o f  social, econom ic and political advance for new  people from  the m iddle 
n obility. K up isz ’s treatise covers all these questions and shows the au thor’s hero 
aga inst a broad background o f political life in the Com m onwealth .

The au thor has m ade use o f m any sources. In presenting Zb ign iew  G orajsk i’s 
v igorous activ ity  at d ietines, he m ade use o f the castle court records o f  Lublin  and 
Chełm . G ora jsk i’s participation  in the Sejm s in 1629-1641 is described  on the 
basis  o f  m ostly  unpub lished  parliam entary diaries, and so is h is activ ity  in the 
Senate. H is econom ic w ork  is presented  on the basis o f castle court books. 
V estiges  o f  G orajsk i's  correspondence have been found in m any arch ives and 
libraries. The au thor cou ld  have extended h is research to foreign arch ives, for 
instance, G eheim n is S taatsarch iv P reuß ischer K u ltu rbesitz in Berlin , w h ich  has 
m ateria ls  con cern in g  negotiations in Lübeck in which G orajski took part, but 
there are enough sources concern ing this question  in Polish  archives. However, 
as regards G ora jsk i’s m ission  to Kön igsberg in 1642, the Berlin  arch ives w ou ld  
have enab led  the au thor to go beyond the rather en igm atic description  o f the royal 
m ission  and  define the ties w h ich  the castellan  o f  Chełm  estab lished w ith  the 
e lector Frederick  W illiam .

The book  is arranged  chronologica lly  and them atica lly and its construction  
is logica l. It consists  o f  five chapters. In the first the author presents the h istory 
o f  the G ora jsk i fam ily, starting w ith  i ts founder, Dym itr o f  Goraj, royal treasurer 
and gran d  m arsha l at the end o f the 14th century. The author devotes m ost space 
to A d am  G orajsk i the younger and Piotr G orajski, that is, to the father and uncle 
o f  Zb ign iew , w h ich  is fu lly  Justified for these two men exercised  a great in fluence 
on the persona lity  o f  the future castellan  o f Chełm . M oreover, since they p layed 
an im portan t politica l role, they, in particu lar the uncle, in troduced Zb ign iew  into
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the w orld  o f  politics. It is in teresting that the uncle and the father o f our hero w ere 
the first o f the Gorajski fam ily  to have studied abroad. They both cast in their lot 
w ith  Chancellor Jan Zam oyski. They were energetic men, very  active in their 
region; they w ere deputies to Poland ’s Tribunal and deputies to the G eneral Sejm , 
and were also elected to various posts in the Protestant synod in the Lublin  region.

Chapter II deals w ith  the stud ies and foreign travels o f the you n g  Gorajski. 
D esp ite the scantiness o f  sources concern ing Zb ign iew  G ora jsk i’s education , the 
au thor has taken up this subject and has convincingly  presented  the vast 
in te llectual in terests o f the future caste llan  o f Kiev. In 1607 G orajski w as enrolled  
in a secondary school in G dańsk  and studied there for five years. He con tinued  
h is studies in  H eidelberg (1613-1615 ), Basle (1615-1616 ) and then In Leiden, 
and retu rned to Poland in 1618. In 1623 Gorajsk i visited  G erm any, Belgium , 
England, France, Italy, G reek islands, Egypt and Constantinop le. One cannot but 
agree w ith  the au thor that G ora jsk i’s long studies and foreign travels were a good 
p reparation  for his later public activity.

The next two chapters are the core o f  the book. Chapter III covers the period  
up to 1641 w hen Gorajski was nom inated senator for the first tim e. Chapter IV 
presents his w ork  as senator. The author describes not on ly G ora jsk i’s politica l 
w ork  bu t also his econom ic activity, includ ing such financia l transactions as 
loans, loans on pawn, land dealings and his patronage over the Ca lvin ist Church  
in the Lublin  district. Chapter IV  also presents G ora jsk i’s w ork  in the C om m on ­
w ea lth ’s d iplom atic service. The division  o f this part o f the book  into two chapters, 
logical though it is, m akes one ask to w hat extent the senatoria l nom ination  
changed G orajsk i’s opportun ities and range o f activity. The last, fifth, chapter 
dea ls w ith  G ora jsk i’s court and his fam ily.

The you n g Gorajski, w ell educated  an in te llectually  w ide aw ake as he was, 
w as well p repared  for the activ ity expected  o f him  by the d issident nobility o f Little 
Poland. He em barked on politica l activ ity  re lative ly late, when he w as 32 years 
old. The end o f S igism und III’s reign and the beginn ing o f Ladislaus IV ’s ru le were 
not a period propitious for Protestan ts ’ careers. But the you n g  G orajski conducted  
politica l activ ity  in the Lublin region, where the politica l In fluence o f the P rotestant 
activ ity  w as still strong. Besides, he was a ta lented m an and thanks to the 
con fidence o f the Lublin nobility, h is connections w ith  the Radziw iłłs and the 
S łupeckis, and h is m arriage in 1629 w ith  the daughter o f  Rafał Leszczyński, 
voievode o f Lublin, he was the first in the Gorajski fam ily  to becom e a m inor 
caste llan  and then castellan  o f  Kiev.

The au thor o f  the m onograph did not fall to the tem ptation  o f presenting 
Gorajski as a c lien t o f  m agnates. On the contrary, though he perceives G ora jsk i 's 
natura l politica l links w ith  the Protestant m agnates, he em phasises that his hero's 
Judgm ents and attitudes were fu lly  independent. A lthough  G orajski had substan ­
tia l w ealth  consisting in 1636 o f  the town o f B iłgoraj, 18 villages, 8 m anoria l farm s, 
parts o f  14 v illages and Jurisdiction over two areas, Kupisz righ tly does not regard 
this as a m agnatia l fortune, even though som e researchers treat ow ners o f  10 
v illages as m agnates. None the less, the book shows that as late as the m iddle o f 
the 17th cen tu ry new  people, also from  Protestant fam ilies, cou ld  becom e 
senators, even though the situation  o f the d issident nobility had deteriorated.

A  deeper reflection  is som etim es w an ting in  this in teresting book. For 
instance, in d iscussing the reasons w hy Lad islaus IV  sent G orajski to Kön igsberg 
to attend the funeral o f the e lector George W illiam  in 1642, the au thor em phasises 
the role p layed  by  the e lector’s envoy H overbeck  in this m atter. The Brandenbur- 
gian  d ip lom at recom m ended Gorajski, believing that he w ou ld  respect procedure 
and w ou ld  not be too inqu isitive in investiga ting Frederick  W illiam ’s con flict with 
the Prussian  estates, in particu lar w ith  Königsberg. In K up isz ’s opin ion  religious 
questions did not p lay a sign ificant role in this case. Let us have a c loser look at 
th is nom ination. An  im portant poin t in the B randenburgian  d ip lom at’s opinion 
w as his conviction  that Gorajski lacked d iplom atic experience, for th is is how  one 
can in terpret H overbeck ’s statem ent that the Polish  envoy wou ld  strictly observe
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procedure. As a rule, this is w hat characterises inexperienced diplom ats. W hat is 
m ore im portant, however, is H overbeck ’s conviction  that Gorajski w ou ld  not get 
to the core o f the e lector’s con flict w ith  the estates. Th is conviction  cou ld  have 
been due to natural reasons, for com pared  w ith his rival to the post, the castellan 
o f  Gdań sk, Jan  Zawadzki, G orajski did not know  m uch about the situation in the 
D uchy o f Prussia. Th is m eans that he was preferred by the Brandenburgian  side 
because o f  his lack o f d iplom atic experience and ignorance o f  facts. The attitude 
o f  the Brandenburgian  elector is understandable from the poin t o f v iew  o f his own 
interest, but w hat did the Polish K ing w ant to ach ieve by  sending such an envoy? 
Kupisz writes about court intrigues which exerted  an in fluence on the nom ination 
o f  Gorajski, but was this the decisive factor? And there is still one m ore question  
connected  w ith  this m atter. In  m y view , religious considerations p layed an 
im portant role in this nom ination . Both the elector and the Polish envoy were 
Calvin ists while the inhabitants o f  Kön igsberg were Lutherans. Let us not forget 
that religious d ifferences overlapped the con flict between the estates in the D uchy 
o f  Prussia and the elector. The e lector was undoubtedly the m ain benefic iary o f 
G orajsk i’s m ission  to Königsberg; this is borne out by the fact that the Polish 
envoy supported  the plan for Frederick  W illiam ’s m arriage w ith  the Swedish 
Q ueen  Christina, and he did th is con trary to the w ill o f  the King, the attitude o f 
the Senate and Poland ’s ra ison d ’état. A  deeper exam ination  wou ld have also been 
advisable in the analysis o f  G ora jsk i’s peech at the Sejm  in 1647. The speech w as 
w h o lly  devoted  to the w rongs su ffered by d issidents in the Com m onwealth . 
Gorajski said that the Catholics in Holland fared better than the Protestants in 
the Polish -L ithuan ian  state. G orajsk i’s speech opened a parliam entary discussion 
on the question o f dissidents, but it brought m ore harm  than profit to the 
Protestants and angered  the Catholics. M oreover, the k ing had declared  he was 
against the proposal to strengthen the W arsaw  con federation  by new  legal acts. 
In Kup isz’s view , w hat G orajski w anted  w as to secure a law  that wou ld have 
abolished the T ribu n a l’s decrees against the Protestants. If  he is right, one can 
on ly say that Gorajski did all he cou ld in the Sejm  to achieve nothing. H is speech 
was a great politica l provocation . Had he wanted to gain the m onarch ’s approval 
for h is proposals he should not have ignored  the royal proposals in his speech 
and should not have dealt w ith  m atters which w ere o f secondary im portance from  
the point o f  v iew  o f the royal court. H ow  cou ld he provocative ly Irritate the Catholic 
m a jority  in the Senate and In the Cham ber o f D eputies? G orajski behaved like a 
politic ian  w ho attends a parliam entary debate for the first time. But being, as he 
was, an experiences parliam entarian, w hat did he count on and w hat w as the 
purpose o f his speech? W as it on ly  a desperate attem pt to gain  som eth ing for his 
corelig ion ists or w as som eth ing m ore im portant beh ind his words?

D esp ite these reservations it m ust be stated that D ariusz Kupisz has written 
an in teresting  book  based on solid m aterials. H is analysis is logical and con ­
vincing. He has corrected  m any erroneous opin ions concern ing Zb ign iew  G ora j­
sk i’s life. H is book  Is a valuable supplem ent to our know ledge o f  the situation o f 
Protestan tism  In Poland from  the end o f  S igism und I’s reign to the beginn ing o f 
John C asim ir’s rule.

E dw ard  O palińsk i
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