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GENERAL WORKS1
“Kultura i Społeczeństw o” (“Culture and Society” ) (Warszawa), vol. XLIV,
2000, NQ 2, 192 pp.

This latest Issue o f  the quarterly “Kultura i Społeczeństw o” presents reflections 
on  the place and role o f  the intelligentsia in the societies o f  E ast-Central and 
W estern Europe. It is com m on  belief that the intelligentsia has becom e a separate 
socia l class on ly in East-C entral Europe. Jerzy J e d l i c k i ,  M agdalena M i c i  ń s - 
k a  and M aciej J a n o w s k i  says in their articles that this is an assertion w hich 
cannot be accepted  blindly for all E uropean societies have social strata w hich 
stand ou t by their education , professionalism , cultural activity and com m itm ent 
to the defence o f  universal values. The authors exam ine w hich  specific intellectual 
g rou ps are distinguished in Germ an and French historiographies and w hat they 
are called.

In order to reply to these questions M agdalena M i ci ń s k a analyses French 
h istoriography (Animals have not got their ow n history —  w hat is the s e n se  o f  a 
history o f  the intellectuals?, the ca se  o f  France in the e y e s  o f  intellectuals and  
resea rch ers ) and English h istoriography (Is there a class o f  English intellectuals? 
The question o f  intellectual élites in British historiography) and Maciej J a n o w s k i  
exam ines Czech h istoriography (C zech  research  into the history o f  the intelligen­
tsia) and G erm an-A ustrian h istoriography (German disputes over Bildungsbürger­
tum: an historical construction, an ideal type or an historical reality?).

It w ould  be a sim plification to d iscu ss  this question only from  the West 
E uropean perspective and confine on eself to the group o f  English professionals, 
the Germ an Bildungsbürgertum, the Czech uzdale nectw o  and the French intellec­
tuels. This is w hy the periodical a lso in cludes essays dedicated to the intelligentsia 
o f  Central and Eastern Europe: Janusz Ż a r n o w s k i ’s article on  Polish intelli­
gentsia (The old and the new  roles o f  the intelligentsia in Poland), Georgy K a s y ­
a n  o v ’s essay  on  Ukrainian intelligentsia (The Ukrainian intelligentsia: research  
and interpretative problem s), and Ludmila B u l g a k o v a ’s article on  Russian 
intelligentsia (Russian intelligentsia's search  f o r  identity in contem porary historio­
graphy). All these article supplem ent research into the intelligentsia and related 
groups in European societies. These reflections are sum m ed up by  Jerzy J e d ­
l i c k i  in the essay The history o f  the Polish intelligentsia in the European context.

One cannot but agree with the authors o f  these essays that the in clusion  o f 
the intellectual élites o f  Hungary, Ireland and Serbia in research w ould lead to 
new  observations. It w ould also m ake it possib le to ch eck  whether the patterns 
outlined in the essays are universal enough  to be applied to countries w hich  have 
not yet been  subjected to an historical analysis. The essays in the volum e will 
undou bted ly  encourage further com parative studies. (MG)

Tadeusz R a d z i k ,  W iesław Ś l a d k o w s k i ,  Grzegorz W ó j c i k o w s k i ,  
W łodzim ierz W ó j c i k o w s k i ,  Lublin —  dzieje miasta (Lublin —  the Tow n ’s 
History), Lublin 2000, W ydawnictwo M ultico i Towarzystwo Dziejów Lublina, 
655 pp ., sum . in English, bibliogr., illustrations.

1 Authors o f the abstracts: Jacek Adamczyk (JA ), Maria Bogucka (M B ), Magdalena Gawin 
(M G ), Dariusz Jarosz (D J ), Andrzej Karpiński (A K ), Magdalena Micińska (M M ), Edward 
Opaliński (E O ).
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This is the second  volum e (but the first to appear) a o f  planned tw o-volum e 
publication  dedicated to the h istory o f  Lublin, the m ain urban centre in south ­
eastern Poland. In the old Com m onwealth Lublin w as a voievodship capital and 
an im portant cultural and econom ic centre; In the 19th century it was in turn the 
seat o f  a departm ent (1807 -1814 ), o f  a voievodship (up to 1837) and of a guberniya 
(up to 1915)  to becom e a voievodship town again in the 20th century.

The first part o f  the book  (160 pages) written b y  W.  Ś l a d k o w s k i  show s 
the h istory o f  Lublin during the period o f  Poland’s capitivity, under Austrian rule 
(1795 -1806 ), in the D uchy o f  W arsaw (18 0 7 -1 81 4 ) and under the R ussians in 
the C ongress Kingdom. The author pays great attention to the inhabitants’ 
participation in the Novem ber U prising (1830 -1831 ), the patriotic m anifestations 
o f  the 1860s, and the January U prising (18 6 3 -1 86 4 ). Extensive subsections deal 
with political, econom ic and cultural changes in 1 8 6 4 -1 9 1 8  and the fate o f  Lublin 
in 1918, w hen the town was one o f  the centres in w hich an independent Polish 
state w as being rebuilt and the seat o f  its first governm ent.

The next two parts o f  the book  (a total o f  140 pages), written by  T. R a d z i k ,  
present the fate o f  the town during the twenty interwar years and during W orld 
War II. In both  parts m uch  place has been dedicated to Lublin’s Jewish com m u ­
nity, w hich  constituted a large part o f  the tow n’s population  (in 1921 Lublin had
95 ,00 0  inhabitants o f  w hom  37 ,000 , i.e. nearly 40 per cent, were Jews). W orld 
War II m eant evictions and brutal Germ an reprisals for the Polish inhabitants o f  
Lublin; for the Jews, it m eant annihilation. The book  includes data concern ing  
the Lublin ghetto, the successive stages o f  its liquidation, the deportation o f  Jews 
to the exterm ination cam p in neighbouring M ajdanek, and the destruction  o f  the 
old Jew ish quarters. The m ost extensive third part o f  the book  (over 300  pages) 
is a chronicle o f  the years 1944-2000 , written by  G. and W. W ó j c i  k o  w s  k i.

The greatest part o f  the b ook  con cern s the political history o f  Lublin, the 
participation o f  the town and Its inhabitants in events on  an all-Poland scale, the 
place o f  Lublin in Poland’s 19th and 20th cen tury history. But the authors have 
not ignored econ om ic activity, cultural and religious life and education  in the 
town, and the everyday life o f  the Polish and Jew ish populations. (MM)

Śląski Słownik Biograficzny. Seria N owa (Silesian Biographical Dictionary.
N ew  Series), vol. I, edited by  M irosław F a z  a n  and Franciszek S e r a f i n ,
Katowice 1999, W ydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, 348  pp.

This is the first volum e o f  a planned three-volum e publication  w hich  is to be an 
exhaustive m odern biographic docum entation  o f  the region’s Polish history. The 
authors o f  the biographies included in the volum e have tried to show  Silesia ’s 
19th and 20th  cen tury history through the prism  o f  the life stories o f  individuals 
active in various fields o f  Polish national, political, social and cultural life. They 
present Silesia ’s contribution  to Polish cultural heritage and the contribution  o f  
other Polish regions to Silesia’s achievem ents. This is w hy the dictionary also 
in cludes the life stories o f  persons born  outside Silesia bu t active in that region. 
Silesians o f  n on-P olish  nationality are outside the authors’ interest for the 
biographies o f  m ost o f  them can  be found in Germ an biographical dictionaries.

The first volum e o f  the Dictionary has been  arranged in the D utch  way: the 
biographies are in alphabetical order from  A to Z. The life stories have been  
elaborated in accordance with the principles o f  the science o f  b iography. The 
authors present persons from various m ilieux, o f  various political orientations, 
w ithout favouring any. More space has been  dedicated to educational workers, 
representatives o f  churches and o f  the world o f  art than in the dictionaries o f  the 
old type. The authors o f  the publication  have m ade use o f  the Silesian Biographical 
D ictionary published in 1 9 7 7-1981 ; the old dictionary has retained som e o f  its 
value, but it is incom plete, unobjective and it paid excessive attention to persons 
con nected  with the w orking class m ovem ent, especially com m unists. (MM)
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MIDDLE AGES
Marek A d a m c z a w s k i, H eraldyka miast w ielkopolskich do końca XVIII 
w ieku (The Heraldry o f  Towns in Great Poland up to the End o f  the 18th 
Century), W ydawnictwo DIG, W arszawa 2000, 519  pp., annexes, illustr., 
tab les, index o f  geographical nam es.

On the basis o f  docum ents and foundation  charters, m unicipal regulations, seals 
o f  m unicipal and Judicial authorities, architectural details, stu ccos , paintings, 
bas-reliefs, decorated covers o f  m unicipal books, coats o f  arm s o f  craftsm en ’s 
corporations and sym bols o f  fairs, the author follows the developm ent o f  the coats 
o f  arm s and heraldry o f  tow ns in Great Poland from the first half o f  the 13th 
century to the third partition o f  Poland (1795). He d iscu sses the genesis and 
content o f  the coats o f  arm s o f  royal, ecclesiastical and private towns, the elem ents 
o f  their coats o f  arm s (em blem , shield, colours) and the functions o f  m unicipal 
em blem s (identification, explanation o f  a tow n’s political system , com m em oration , 
propaganda, religious factor).

A dam czaw ski em phasises that in ch oosin g  their em blem  the tow ns o f  Great 
Poland paid little attention to cu stom s, tastes and fashions. He points ou t that 
m unicipal build ings predom inate in the em blem s o f  m edieval origin. This changed 
in the 16th -18th  centuries w hen noblem en ’s coat o f  arm s were frequently used 
in the seals o f  newly founded towns.

The b ook  is equipped with an extensive annex: a catalogue o f  the seals and 
coats o f  arm s o f  Great Poland’s tow ns u p  to the end o f  the 18th century (pp. 
3 0 5 -4 7 5 ) and two tables presenting the types o f  Great Poland’s tow ns to the end 
o f  the 18th cen tury  and the adoption  o f  em blem s as their coats o f  arm s in the 
14th -18th  centuries. (AK)

Anna A d a m s k a ,  Treści religijne w  arengach polskich dokum entów  średnio­
w iecznych  (Religious Content in the Pream bles to Polish M edieval Docum ents), 
“Studia Źródłoznaw cze” (Warszawa), vol. XXXVIII, 2000, pp. 1 -32 , sum . in 
French.

The aim o f  the author was to show  w hich elem ents o f  the Christian teaching about 
God and m an were included in the pream bles to docum ents, how  they were 
expressed and the functions they perform ed. A dam ska has exam ined som e 400 
pream bles to over 600  Polish docum ents from  the end o f  the 11 th century to the 
end o f  the 15th and a lso late m edieval collections o f  ch ancery form ulas. She show s 
that the pream bles concentrate on  three subjects: the m ysteries o f  faith (descrip­
tions o f  God, Christ and His redeem ing m ission), the Holy Virgin and the 
Im m aculate C onception, and also the holy  sacram ents: m oral instructions (the 
possibility o f  earning salvation by  characteristic gifts and acts o f  k indness), and 
the im ages and tasks o f  the C hurch . A ccording to the author, the pream bles 
perform ed five m ain functions: a persuasive function  (Justification o f  the legal act 
described in the docum ent), a catechetic function , a d idactic-m oralising function , 
an apologetic function , and also an artistic function , for refined literary form s 
were often u sed  in the pream bles. A dam ska points ou t that as a m eans o f  
propagating religious content, the pream bles played a role com parable to that o f 
coins and seals, but unlike them they were rarely connected with political issues. 
(JA)

W ojciech  F a ł k o w s k i ,  R ex et sacerdos. D ebata o w ładzy królew skiej i bi­
skupiej na syn odzie w  Fism es w  881 roku (Rex e t  sa cerdos. D ebate on the 
Authority o f  Kings and B ishops at the Fism es Synod in 881), “Kwartalnik 
H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CVIII, 2001, No 1, pp. 3 -2 3 , sum . in English.
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The author d iscu sses the decisions o f  the Fism es synod w hich was convened in 
April 881 by  the archbishop  o f  Reims, H incm ar, in connection  with a conflict 
between him and King Louis III over the appointm ent o f  the b ishop  o f  Beauvais. 
Rejecting the royal candidate, the synod pointed out that the dom ain  and 
character o f  secular and spiritual pow er were different and that the two powers 
shou ld  therefore be separate; it a lso stressed the superior authority o f  a b ish op ’s 
power. The author com pares the Fism es resolutions with the docum ents o f  the 
synods held in Frankfurt (794) and Tibur (895) and says that even though the 
extrem ely strong form ulations adopted at Fism es were a result o f  an experienced 
arch b ish op ’s conflict with a you ng king, they reflected the 9th century tendency 
to reduce the rulers’ influence on C hurch  matters. This tendency w as a result o f  
the decline o f  the m onarchs’ significance and authority after the death o f  
Charlem agne. In con sequ ence, in 895 the b ishop  did not endow  the relatively 
strong A rnulf o f  Carinthia with sacerdotal power, w hich Charlem agne had 
en joyed, bu t only with the role o f  protector o f  the kingdom  and the C hurch . (JA)

Tadeusz G r a b a r c z y k ,  Piechota zacłężna K rólestw a Polskiego w  X V  w ieku  
(M ercenary Infantry in the Polish Kingdom in the 15th Century), Łódź 2000, 
W ydawnictwo “Ibidem ”, 313  pp., 21 iluustr., 2 m aps, 10 tables, 7 diagram s, 
index o f  persons, sum . in English.

This is the first m onograph in Polish h istoriography to deal with m ercenary troops 
in late m edieval Poland. It covers the period from the first recruitm ents during 
the P olish-Teutonic Knights’ war o f 143 1-1 4 3 5  (hypothetically even earlier, in 
1409-1411 ) to 1500. The author d iscu sses the docum entation  o f  the recruitm ents 
and o f  the recruits’ service, the way o f  form ing the units, their com position , 
equipm ent and supplies, the organisation o f  m arches, deploym ent for com bat, 
the calcu lation  o f  casualties and material losses, rem uneration for service, the 
soldiers’ territorial and social origin, their m otives for enlistm ent and the duration 
o f  the service, the w eapons used, the cam paigns with the participation o f  
m ercenary troops and the way they were financed. Grabarczyk points ou t that 
the growth o f  m ercenary form ations In 15th century Poland was a  result o f  social 
ch an ges , in particular o f  the fact that warriors turned into noblem en and m ade 
their living o f  farm ing and holding official posts. He em phasises the similarity 
betw een the Polish m ercenary infantry and analogous form ations in other E uro­
pean countries, especially in  Bohem ia (including Silesia) which supplied a large 
proportion  o f  soldiers. (JA)

K odeks M atyldy. K sięga obrzędów  z kartami dedykacyjnym i (Matilda’s Co­
dex. A  B ook o f  Rituals with D edicated  Cards), eds. Brygida K ü r b i s  and 
Bogdan B o l z ,  Bogusław  N a d  o l s  k i SChr., D anuta Z y d o r e k ,  Kraków 
2000, Polska Akadem ia U m iejętności, 285+2 unp. pp, 15 illustr., indexes o f  
persons and geographical nam es. Series: M onum enta Sacra Polonorum , 
vol. I.

The book  opens a new  series w hich will present the oldest m onum ents o f  religious 
cu lture in Poland. Each volum e will contain  plates o f a m anuscript with its texts 
and iconography to show  the reader the h istorical shape and Idea o f  a codex. 
Volum e I presents Matilda’s book , a cod ex  w hich, accord ing to the editors, w as 
written probably in the autum n o f  1025 in the circle o f  St. Gallen’s abbey. The 
b ook  con tains: a liturgical song (sequence) Ad ce le bre s R ex celice, a letter from  
Matilda, du ch ess  o f  Lorraine, to the Polish king, M ieszko II, a m iniature show ing 
Matilda presenting the codex  to M ieszko, and Liber offïciorum, a description  o f  
cerem onies held in the churches o f  the Latin rite. A large part o f  the volum e (pp. 
7 -3 2 ) con sists  o f  a description  o f  the codex, its h istory and the research  that has 
been  con du cted  on  it; it a lso contains rem arks on the provenance o f  the con tents 
o f  the cod ex  and an analysis o f  the texts. (JA)
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Elżbieta K o  w a l c  z y  k, Brona m ałopolska. Ze studiów  nad obroną sta łą  ziem  
polskich  w e  w czesn ym  średniow ieczu  (“Brona" in Little Poland. Studies on 
Perm anent D efen se  in Polish Territories in the Early Middle A ges), W arszawa 
2000, Instytut Archeologii, Uniwersytet W arszawski, series: Światowid. S u p ­
plem ent Series P: Prehistory and Middle Ages, vol. IV, ed. Tom asz M i k o c k i, 
83  pp ., 9 m aps, sum . in Germ an.

The b ook  con cern s the location and role o f  localities in Poland w hich have the 
w ord brona  (portcullis) in their nam e and are o f  m edieval origin. The author says 
that localities having such  a nam e lie on  Little Poland’s borders on  the main 
m edieval routes; as regards the Carpathian border, they are situated In the 
narrow ing o f  river valleys. Nam es also con nected  with defensive term inology are 
often in the neighbourhood . A ccording to the author all this indicates that the 
brony  were an elem ent o f  larger border defence system s w hich  are still little 
known. In view  o f  the state o f  sources it cannot be established whether the brony  
perform ed the function  o f  a defence device or were custom  houses. Since such  
nam es occu r only in Little Poland, the author thinks that the system  arose during 
Poland’s feudal d esintegration (probably in the m id -12th  century), though they 
m ay have arisen even earlier, before the establishm ent o f  the Polish state. (JA)

Adam  K r a w i e c ,  Seksualność w  średniow iecznej Polsce (Sexual Behaviour 
in M edieval Poland), Poznań 2000, W ydawnictwo Poznańskie, 278  pp., table, 
Index o f  persons.

The b ook  is the first attempt in Polish m edievalistic literature to present questions 
o f  Intimate life. It depicts the social and cultural form s o f  sexual behaviour in 
medieval Poland. The author d iscu sses  the growing Christianisation o f  sexual 
norm s throughout the Middle Ages: the abolition o f  polygam y in the 10th century 
(in practice polygam y was con fined to a small group o f  very rich people), the 
in troduction  o f  celibate for priests in the 12th century, the Insistence on  church  
marriage and the successive adaptation o f  practice to these norm s. Christianity’s 
growing influence on  the sphere o f  sexual behaviour w as reflected in the fact that 
ecclesiastical law and cou rts took over m ore and more sexual offences w hich  were 
previously in the com petence o f  secular law. A ccording to Krawiec, the C hurch ’s 
influence on  the n orm s o f  sexual life w as weaker in Poland than In Western Europe 
and began later; this is indicated by  the lack o f  evidence that sodom ites were 
persecuted In m edieval Poland or that w om en were a ccu sed  o f  m agic and 
copulation  with the devil, facts w hich  were quite frequent in the West. The author 
says that control o f  the norm s o f  sexual life w as relatively strict with regard to the 
clergy and the nobility but it w as perfunctory with regard to peasants, for in the 
19th and early 20th  centuries ethnographers found sexual behaviours dating from 
pre-C hristian  tim es. (JA)

K sięga w iertelnicza krakow ska (The B ook  o f  Cracow 's Quarters), eds Krysty­
na J e l o n e k - L i t e w k a ,  A leksander L i t e w k a ,  Łukasz W a l c z y ,  Tow a­
rzystwo M iłośników Historii i Zabytków  Krakowa, Part I (1 5 6 8 -1 5 7 7 ), Kra­
ków  1997, X +374 pp.; Part II (1 5 7 8 -1 5 9 1 ), Kraków 1998, VIII+360 pp; Part 
III (1 5 9 2 -1 5 9 7 ), Kraków 1999, VII+1 u np.+310 pp.; Part IV (1 5 9 8 -1 6 0 6 ), 
Kraków 2000, VIII+346 pp. Each part contains a list o f  buildings m entioned 
in the text, a topographic list o f  buildings with their present addresses, index 
o f  persons and topography, index o f  subjects.

The office o f  C racow ’ quarters, subordinated to the m unicipal coucil, w as set up 
at the end o f  the 14th century. It controlled division o f  landed property and 
buildings, dem arcated controversial boundaries, carried out inspections o f  dam ­
aged buildings, established w hat kind o f  repair work shou ld be carried out for 
safety reasons and certified its execution . Its nam e com es from the four quarters 
into w hich C racow  w as divided (castle quarter, potters’ quarter, Sław ków  quarter, 
and butch ers ’ quarter). The activities o f  the office were at first registered in
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m unicipal books; from 1568 they were registered separately in the quarters' book  
(Acta quartaliensium) because o f  the large num ber o f  entries. The b ook  in question 
presents the oldest o f  these books from the collections o f  the State Archives in 
Cracow. It contains 917  entries w hich are an im portant source  to the h istory o f  
architecture, tow nplanning and property relations in Cracow . The entries were 
m ade in Polish, on ly a few are in Latin. The publication  constitutes vols. 5 -8  o f  
the series Fontes Cracovienses edited by  Czesława P i r o ż y ń s k a .  (JA)

Marta K u s z n i e r e w i c z - M i kś ,  Studia cystersów  mogilskich na Uniwer­
sy tecie  Krakow skim  w  X V  w. (Mogiła Cistercians Studying at C racow  Univer­
sity in the 15th Century), “Studia H istoryczne" (Kraków), 2000, No 4 (171),  
pp. 5 5 1 -5 6 8 , table, sum . in English.

The author points out that because o f  the requirem ents o f  life In a quickly 
developing society, the C istercians abandoned their earlier anti-intellectual atti­
tude and at a relatively early date began to take an interest in university studies. 
From 1289 Polish C istercians probably studied in Paris, from 1332 in Metz, from 
1374 in Prague, from 1379 in Vienna and Heidelberg. After the renovation o f  
C racow  University in 1401, in particular after 1416,  Polish C istercians (up to the 
m id -15th  century also Silesian Cistercians) studied in C racow  and the abbot o f  
the m onastery at Mogiła (now a part o f  Cracow) becam e head o f  the Cistercian 
study at C racow  University. The abbot’s position and geographical proxim ity were 
the reasons w hy the Mogiła m onastery sent m ore people to the university than 
other Cistercian abbeys, a total o f  16 m onks, nine o f  w hom  obtained scientific 
degrees. The m onks studied at the faculty o f  arts; only three o f  them  studied 
theology afterwards. The author points ou t that the Mogiła C istercians’ studies 
were im portant both  for the University (two m onks, Jakub o f  Paradyż and Jan 
Teczel becam e the University’s lectures in theology) and for the m onastery, w hich 
in the 15th century becam e an Important centre o f  literature and b ook  painting. 
(JA)

Landbuch księstw  św idnickiego i ja w orsk iego  (Landbuch o f  the Świdnica 
(Schweidnitz) and Jaw or (Jauer) Duchies), vol. II, 138 5 -1 3 9 5 , ed. Tom asz 
J u r e k ,  Poznań 2000, W ydawnictwo Poznańskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół 
Nauk, XXXV+369+3 unp. pp, table, annex, chronological con cord an ce , index 
o f  persons and geographical n am es, index o f  subjects, sum . in Germ an.

This is the second  volum e o f  a planned edition o f  the Świdnica (Schweidnitz) 
Landbuch  (vol. I is to be published in the near future) w hich registered docum ents 
issued  by  the Św idnica chancery; the Landbuch  is kept in the State Archives in 
W rocław. The volum e com prises 1452 docum ents from the Landbuch  and 17 other 
docum ents (in the annex) not registered in the Landbuch  and issued  in Św idnica 
in 138 5 -1 3 9 5 . The docum ents con cern  changes in property rights, m ainly land 
endow m ents and trade In landed property. They com e from the end  o f  the rule o f  
Agnes (d. 1392), w idow  o f Bolko II o f  Świdn ica -Jaw or, and from the beginning o f  
the rule o f  the first Czech starost, Benes o f  C houstnik . In addition to Silesia, they 
also con cern  A gnes’s Lusatian and Czech possessions. They have been  published 
In the form o f  excerpts contain ing the nam e, function  and estate o f  the persons 
m entioned in the docum ents, a description  o f  the subject and nature o f  legal 
proceedings, the price o f  the property, the date and testacy, other less im portant 
elem ents being omitted. (JA)

W itold M a ń c z a k ,  Polonia Maior to nie “Stara P olska” (Polonia Maior D oes  
Not M ean “Old Poland”), “Studia H istoryczne” (Kraków), vol. XLIII, 2000, No 
3 (170), pp. 4 9 7 -5 0 2 .

The author disputes the w idespread opin ion  that Great Poland (Polonia Maior) 
ow es its nam e not to the vastness o f  the province but to its seniority, it being the 
province where the state o f  the Piasts w as established. He analyses the use o f  the
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adjective maior in classical Latin and in Polish m edieval docum ents, in w hich the 
w ord maior w as used  several hundred  times in the m eaning o f  “great” and only 
once in the m eaning o f  “o ld” . The Germ an term G rosspolen  a lso indicates that the 
term m eant great and not old Poland. A ccording to M ańczak, the term referred to 
the size o f  the province w hich w as greater than the territory o f  any other Polish 
region (Mazovia, Silesia, Kujawy and the provinces o f  Cracow, Sandom ierz, 
Łęczyca and Sieradz). The author points out that as late as the 16th cen tury Great 
Poland, w hich  then included Kujawy and the Sieradz and Łęczyca provinces, w as 
greater than Little Poland, w hich com parised the Cracow, Sandom ierz and Lublin 
voievodships. (JA)

D anuta M o l e n d a ,  Polski ołów na rynkach Europy Środkow ej w  XIII-XVII 
w. (Polish Lead on the M arkets o f  Central Europe in the 13th -17th  cc.), 
appendix, tables in Polish and Germ an, resum e in Germ an, indexes o f  
personal and geographical nam es, m aps, 227  pp. Studia i materiały z historii 
kultury materialnej, ed. Jerzy K r u p p é, vol. LXIX. W arszawa 2001, Instytut 
Archeologii i Etnologii Polskiej Akadem ii Nauk.

The author presents the production  and sale o f  two im portant materials —  lead 
and litharge —  in Central Europe in a large chronological scope from the 13th till 
the close  o f  the 17th c. In this period Poland was one o f  the biggest producers and 
exporters o f  these m etals. However, to this day little has been known o f  the Polish 
lead trade and its role in the international turnover. M olenda’s book , based  on  an 
extensive archival research  (Poland, Germ any, Slovakia, Bohem ia) as well as 
m aking use o f  the latest international literature on  this subject Is thus a 
pioneering work. Chapter I presents the production  and dem and for lead and 
litharge (the main m ines, production  m ethods, d im ensions o f  dem and and form s 
o f  the utilization o f  lead). Chapter II d iscu sses the technique and organization o f 
transport and trade (the role o f  waterways, organization o f  shipping, entrepre­
neurs). Chapter III analyses the dom estic and foreign m arkets, points out the m ain 
trade centres. Chapter IV  Is devoted to D anzig as a great interm ediary in the export 
o f  lead to W estern Europe, to m erchants w ho dealt with this export, to the 
problem s o f  profits and costs  o f  transport. The book  show s convincingly the great 
role o f  the lead and litharge trade in the then Polish econom y, due both  to its 
d im ensions and the num ber o f  people participating and profiting from  it.

The b ook  is provided with an A ppendix  contain ing tables in Polish and 
Germ an listing the m ost im portant inform ation on  the im port o f  lead and litharge 
from Little Poland to Danzig and their export from  Danzig in  the 16th -17th  cc. 
(MB)

Państw o zakonu krzyżackiego w  Prusach. Podziały adm inistracyjne i kościel­
ne w  XIII-XVI w ieku (The Teutonic Knights’ State in Prussia. Administrative 
and Ecclesiastical Division in the 13th -16th  Centuries), ed. Zenon Hubert 
N o w a k  in association  w ith Rom an C z a j a ,  Toruń 2000, W ydawnictwa 
Towarzystwa Naukowego w  Toruniu, 132+1 unp.pp., 8 illustr., 20  m aps, 
table, list o f  Teutonic offices and dignitaries in Prussia, P olish -G erm an-R us- 
sian and G erm an-P ollsh-R ussian  dictionary o f the nam es o f  towns, castles 
and other strongholds.

The b ook  is a com pendium  presenting all that is known about the territorial 
structure o f  the Teutonic Knights’ state in Prussia (including Pom erania and the 
Chełm no region). Zenon  H. N o w a k  (The Borders o f  the Teutonic K nights’ State 
in Prussia, pp. 7 -1 3 ) d iscu sses the legal, organisational and ideological foun da­
tions o f  that state. He em phasises that the hierarchic organisation o f  the Teutonic 
Order helped to create an efficient pow er centre and adm inistrative system . This 
article, left unfinished because o f  the author’s death, has been  supplem ented by  
Rom an C z a j a [Annex. The Territory o f  the State o f  the Teutonic K nights’ Order 
in Prussia in the 13th -15th  Centuries, pp. 14-15), w ho presents the territorial
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developm ent o f  the Teutonic Knights’ state from its establishm ent to 1466. The 
adm inistrative structure o f  the state and the changes m ade in it have been 
described by  Janusz T a n d e c k i (The Administrative Division o f  the Teutonic 
K nights’ State in Prussia, pp. 17-28). The author em phasises that the structure 
o f  the state and o f  the Order was the sam e. Marian A r s z y ń s k l  d iscu sses  The 
Teutonic K nights’ C astles and Fortifications (pp. 29 -43 ), drawing attention to the 
great concentration  o f  fortified buildings in the Teutonic Knights’ state and their 
style, w hich w as created in Prussia at the end o f the 13th century. In an article 
Towns and Landed Property in the Teutonic Knights' State in Prussia  (pp. 4 5 -6 5 ) 
Rom an C z a j a presents the legal foundations, econom ic functions and location  
o f  towns, the chronology o f  their establishm ent, their structure accord in g  to size 
and the landed property in their possession . The author points out that the Order 
tried to restrict the autonom y o f towns and that from the 14th cen tury  the largest 
cities tried to get rid o f  the Order’s tutelage. Andrzej R a d z i m i ń s k i  (E cclesias­
tical Division, pp. 6 7 -8 0 ) d iscu sses d iocesan  structure and the foundation  o f  
m onasteries (excluding those founded by  Teutonic Knights). Marian B i s k u p  
(Parishes in the Teutonic Knights’ State, pp. 8 1 -9 3 ) writes about the sm allest u nits 
o f  C hurch  adm inistration. Both authors point out that w hereas in Prussia the 
Teutonic Knights had to build C hurch  structures from scratch, in the C hełm no 
region and in Pom erania they found units o f  Church adm inistration organised by 
Polish and Pom eranian dukes; as time went on and the population  grew, these 
units were transform ed and supplem ented. The b ook  closes with an extensive list 
entitled List o f  Offices. The Dignitaries o f  the Teutonic K nights’ Order in Prussia  
(pp. 9 5 -1 2 7 ) com piled by Bernhart J ä h n i g . (JA)

Marta R o m a n o w s k a ,  U posażenie w ójtów  dziedzicznych  miast M ałopolski 
w  XIV-XV w. (The Endowm ent o f  H ereditary H eadm en in the Tow ns o f  Little 
Poland in the 14th and 15th Centuries), “Czasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” 
(Poznań-W arszawa), vol. LIII, 2001, No 1, pp. 7 1 -9 1 , table, sum . in French.

The extant sources allow us to ascertain the endow m ent o f  hereditary headm en  
in 76 tow ns o f  Little Poland. The author has divided the headm en ’s privileges into 
two categories; privileges o f the private legal category gave the headm en the right 
to use a greater area o f  land than that used  by other tow nsm en, the right to exploit 
waters and the right to have industrial and service shops (taverns, m ills, fulleries). 
Privileges o f the public legal category were connected with the h eadm en 's share 
o f  the tributes paid by  the tow nspeople to the feudal lord, o f  fines and law  cou rt 
charges. The author points ou t that paradoxically the office o f  headm an arose as 
a result o f  the in troduction  o f  Germ an law, w hich provided for the establishm ent 
o f  a self-governing urban com m une. R om anow ska believes that the paradoxical 
situation was a  result o f  the weak developm ent o f  m unicipal governm ent in Little 
Poland. It w as on ly in the second  half o f  the 15th century that urban com m u n es  
bought out the headm en ’s rights. A ccording to the author, this is part o f  a  broader 
question, nam ely, the adaptation o f  the norm s o f Germ an law to the Polish socia l 
reality. (JA)

Marek S m o l i ń s k i ,  Polityka zachodnia księcia gd ań sko-pom orsk iego Ś w ię­
topełka (The W estern  Policy o f  Świętopełk, D uke o f  G dańsk and Pom erania), 
G dańsk 2000, W ydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Gdańskiego, Officina Ferberiana, 
series: Peribalticum Meridionale, Bałtowie, Germanie i Słowianie w  śred n io ­
wieczu i we w czesnej epoce nowożytnej, vol. 2, 323  pp., m ap, 10 genealogical 
tables, indexes o f  persons and geographical nam es, sum . in G erm an.

The author d iscu sses Świętopełk’s con tacts (first half o f  the 13th century) w ith 
the dukes o f  the Germ an Reich and Denm ark. Since sources con cern in g  th is 
subject are scant, the author has often m ade use o f  the individual ru lers’ m arriage 
policy  and genealogical con nections to reconstruct the system  o f a lliances. He 
points out that Świętopełk ’s policy  consisted  in steering a m iddle cou rse  betw een
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the states w hich aspired to hegem ony in the region o f  the southern coast o f  the 
Baltic, that is, betw een D enm ark, the Teutonic Knights —  w ho were backed  by  a 
grou p  o f  rulers from the S axon -M eissen -T huringian region against w hom  Św ię­
topełk tried to secure the support o f  the Wettins —  and also M ecklenburg, w hose 
sup port Świętopełk needed in his conflict with W estern Pom erania over the region 
o f  S łu psk  and Sławno. A ccord ing to the author, Świętopełk ’s active policy in 
G erm any w as one o f  the factors w hich  contributed to the change in h is political 
status from that o f  a governor holding pow er on  behalf o f  the C racow  dukes to 
the position  o f  an independent ruler. (JA)

A nna S u p r u n i u k ,  O w ypraw ach  do Prus rycerzy polskich i w ojnie dom o­
w ej w Koronie w  latach 1 3 8 2 -1 3 8 5  (Polish Knights' Participation in Expedi­
tions to Prussia and the Civil W ar in Poland in 1382-1385), “Zapiski H isto­
ryczne” (Toruń), vol. LXV, 2000, No 2, pp. 3 1 -5 5 , sum . in Germ an.

The author d iscu sses the participation o f  knights from Poland, Mazovia and 
Silesia in the Teutonic Knights’ expeditions against Lithuania. They are m en ­
tioned in four sources: the list o f  honorary guests at the table o f  the Grand Master 
in 1385, paintings in the K önigsberg cathedral, and the so-ca lled  Gelre and 
Bellenville arm orials from the end o f  the 14th century w hich were probably based 
on  W igand o f  M argurg’s Teutonic armorial. The author points out that Siem owit 
IV, duke o f  Płock, and a group o f  knights w ho in 1382-1385  supported Siem owit 
in h is war for the Polish throne turned up in about 1380 as participants in these 
expeditions. A ccording to the author, Joint participation in the expedition might 
have been  the duke's pretext for m eeting his Polish adherents, for their presence 
in Płock w ould have aroused susp icions at the court o f  Louis o f  Hungary. These 
m eetings m ay have been  held with the knowledge, or even at the initiative, o f  the 
Teutonic Knights with w hom  Siem owit m aintained good relations. S upruniuk  
em phasises that the participation o f  Poles and M azovians in Teutonic expeditions 
prior to V ladislaus Jagellon ’s accession  to the Polish throne w as im portant for 
both  m ilitary-political reasons (war against Lithuania) and cultural reasons 
(adoption  o f  m odels o f  W estern knightly culture). (JA)

Śląsk około roku 1000. Materiały z sesji naukow ej w e W rocławiu w  dniach 
1 4 -1 5  maja 1999 roku (Silesia in A bout 1000. Materials from  a scientific 
sess ion  held in W rocław on M ay 14 and 1 5 ,  1999), eds Marta M ł y n a r s k a -  
K a l e t y n o w a ,  E dm und M a ł a c h o w i c z ,  W rocław  2000, 271 pp., 39 
illustr., 27  m aps.

Zofia K u r n a t o w s k a  (Relations b etw een  Great Poland and Silesia during the 
Tribal and E arly-S tate Periods, pp. 11-24) writes about econom ic ties betw een the 
two provinces and says that they were probably stim ulated by the network o f 
natural waterways. A ccord ing to the author, these ties m ust have played an 
im portant role in the tightening o f  civilisational links betw een the Polish state and 
Bohem ia and G erm any in the second  half o f  the 10th century. The im portance o f  
waterways is a lso  stressed by  W ładysław F i l i p o w i a k  (Som e Rem arks on  
Navigation on the O der in about 1000, pp. 185-188), w ho speaks about the 
rem nants o f  10th century boats dicsovered by  archeologists. Sławom ir M o ź -  
d z i o c h  (Silesia ’s  Tribal Community in the 9th and 10th Centuries, pp. 2 5 -7 1 ) 
d iscu sses  the geography o f  settlem ent and the material culture o f  the Silesian 
population. He says that there are no traces o f  Silesia’s dependence on  Bohem ia 
in the 10th century; he a lso speaks about the rem ains o f  a pagan tem ple in 
W rocław, linking its existence with the revival o f  paganism  in 1 0 3 4-1039 . On the 
basis o f  written sou rces  Lech A. T y s z k i e w i c z  (The Political Conditions o f  the 
Incorporation o f  Silesia into the P iasts ’ State, pp. 73 -8 7 ) em phasises the depend­
ence o f  Silesia and C racow  on  Bohem ia. Lech L e c i e j e w i c z  (Silesia in E arly- 
Piast Poland, pp. 8 9 -9 9 ) d iscu sses econom ic, civilisational, religious and p sych o­
logical aspects o f  Silesia 's integration with Poland in 9 9 0 -1 0 3 4 . Grzegorz D o -
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m ań s k i (The Role o f  Mount Ślęża in the Life o f  Tribal and E arly-Piast Silesia, pp. 
101-113)  depicts the changes w hich took place in settlement in the region o f  
M ount Ślęża following Silesia's incorporation  into Poland and its Christianisation. 
E dm und M a ł a c h o w i c z  (The O ldest Sacral Architecture in Sile sia, pp. 115 -135) 
com pares the pre-R om anesque architectural treasures o f  W rocław  with those o f  
Cracow , Prague and Llblce. He points out that the relics in Cracow  are similar to 
those in Prague while the relics o f  W rocław  resem ble those o f  Libice and indirectly, 
the Saxon ones. Zbigniew P i a n o  w  s k i (The Oldest Monumental Architecture in 
Little Poland, pp. 2 4 7 -2 4 8 ) has m ade similar com parisons, em phasising that the 
h istoric m onum ents in Little Poland were probably erected in 1 000-1038  and, 
contrary to the views o f  som e scholars, are not relics o f  Bohem ia’s political 
dom ination. Marek D e  r w i c h (The Church in Silesia in about 1000, pp. 137 -138) 
stresses that as a result o f  various religious in fluences (German, Czech, Polish), 
Silesia was an im portant Christian centre as early as 1000. A group o f  articles 
deals with castle towns in the light o f new  architectural research (Paweł R z e ź -  
n i k. The C astle Town o f  W rocław in about 1000, pp. 139 -148 ; Krzysztof J a w o r ­
s k i ,  The Niemcza Com plex o f  Castle Towns at the Turn o f  The First Millenium, pp. 
149 -162 ; Zenon H e n d e l ,  The C astle Town o f  Głogów in the Early Piast Period, 
pp. 163 -165 ; Bogusław  G e d i g a ,  The Castle Town o f  Opole in the Period o f  the 
Early Piast State, pp. 167-183). Som e articles concern  indivldlal architectural 
treasures (Maciej M a ł a c h o w i c z ,  St. A dalbert’s  Church, the O ldest Church in 
W rocław, pp. 189 -193 ; Olgierd C z e r n e r ,  The Remains o f  the Holy Virgin's 
R om anesque Church in W rocław , pp. 195 -198). Jacek  P o l e s k i  (Little Poland a s  
a Tribal Community and as a State, pp. 199 -226) says that foreign, that is, 
M oravian, Czech, Ruthenian and Polanian expansion  was the main reason w hy 
stable local state structures were not form ed in Little Poland. The author 
em phasises that Little Poland, in particular Cracow  (the m onarch ’s residence, a 
bishopric) played an im portant role in Poland at the turn o f  the 10th century, as 
a result o f  w hich it becam e Poland’s capital province in 1039. Stanisława 
H o c z y k - S i w k o w a  (North-Eastern Little Poland in about 1000, pp. 2 2 7 -2 4 5 ) 
d iscu sses settlem ent in the territories between the San, the Vistula and the Bug, 
em phasising the econom ic ties o f  this region with the region o f  the m iddle Vistula; 
in her opin ion  these ties cou ld  have been conducive to the relatively early 
incorporation  o f  this region into Poland (after the incorporation  o f  Mazovia). 
Christian L ü b k e  (Deutschland und Polen um das Jahr 1000, pp. 2 4 9 -2 6 0 ) 
stresses that Germ any’s confrontation  with Poland w as inevitable at the turn o f  
the 10th century in view o f  the Piasts’ family ties with the im perial house and the 
conflict in G erm any between two con ceptions o f  eastern policy, represented by  
the em perors Otto III and Henry II. Przemysław U r b a ń c z y k ’s text Did the Bobra  
People Live on the Obra River? (pp. 2 6 1 -2 6 5 ) Is a m ethodological article. The author 
points out that scholars pay too great attention to evolutionism  and m anifest an 
excessive am bition to identify tribes known from  written sources with traces o f  
settlem ents discovered by archeologists. The author believes that greater use 
shou ld  be m ade o f  the achievem ents o f  contem porary cultural anthropology. (JA)

Agnieszka T e t e r y c z ,  M ałopolska w  ustroju Polski p iastow skiej z e  szczegó l­
nym  uwzględnieniem  terytorium sandom ierskiego (Little Poland, in Particular 
the Sandomierz Territory, in the Political S ystem  o f  Piast Poland), “C zasopism o 
Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań -W arszaw a), vol. LIII, 2001, No 1, pp. 9 3 -1 1 6 , 
sum . in French.

The article presents the nature o f  ties between the C racow  and Sandom ierz 
regions. The author says that even the oldest sources (12th c.) reflect the different 
character o f  the two provinces and the form er’s dom inance, w hich  w as due to 
C racow ’s position  as Poland’s capital since the 11 th century and to the fact that 
the Sandom ierz province belonged to the C racow  diocese. The period o f  Poland’s 
fragm entation helped to preserve this state o f  affairs for, as a rule, both  lands 
were governed by  the sam e duke. However, the dukes m aintained the form ally

www.rcin.org.pl



ABSTRACTS 341

separate character o f  the Sandom ierz province, regarding It as a place o f  refuge 
if they lost the C racow  throne or in case o f  a revolt o f  C racow ’s powerful lords. 
The author points ou t that in 13th and 14th century docum ents the Sandom ierz 
province is som etim es defined as an entity o f a  lower order (prouincia, terra) than 
the C racow  province (ducatus). The two provinces finally united in the 14th 
century; their Joint nam e. Little Poland, did not reflect a feeling o f  unity; it w as 
ch osen  as a contrast to Great Poland, w hich often pursued its own policy. (JA)

Jan T ę g o w s k i ,  P ierw sze pokolen ie G iedym inow iczów  (The First G enera­
tions o f  the G iedym inow iczes), P oznań -W rocław 1999, W ydawnictwo Histo­
ryczne, series: Biblioteka Genealogiczna, ed. Marek G ó r n y ,  vol. 2, 319+1 
u n p .pp ., 18 genealogical tables, index o f  persons, sum . in English.

The book  com prises the biographies o f  the Grand Duke o f  Lituania, Giedymin, 
and o f  three generations o f  his descendants on the spear side m entioned in 
sources, a  total o f  130 persons. This is the m ost com plete genealogy o f  the 
G iedym inow icz dynasty since the publication  in 1895 o f  Józef W o l f f ’s The 
Lithuanian-Ruthenian D ukes fro m  the End o f  the 14th Century, parts o f  w hich are 
already out o f  date. Tęgowski points out that in addition to settling m any details, 
his research  m akes it possible to gain Insight into Lithuania’s political life and 
socia l dynam ism  in the 14th and 15th centuries. His research has confirm ed that 
the principle o f  prim ogeniture w as not applied in Lithuania in matters concerning 
su ccession  to the throne. Tęgowski has show n the socio-politica l degradation o f 
the dynasty ’s collateral lines w hich from the m id -15th  century gradually merged 
with the class o f  influential boyar families, from w hich they differed only by  their 
right to use the ducal title. (JA)

Gabriela W ą s ,  Klasztory fran ciszka ń sk ie w miastach śląskich i górnolużyc- 
kich XIII-XVI w. (Franciscan M onasteries in the Towns o f  Silesia and Upper 
Lusatia 13th -16th  Centuries), W rocław 2000, W ydawnictwo Uniwersytetu 
W rocławskiego, series: Acta Universitatis W ratislaviensis, No 2222, Historia 
CXLII, 190+1 u np.pp , index o f  persons and m onasteries, sum . in Germ an.

The author recalls the well known opin ion  that the m endicant orders, including 
the Franciscans, were well adapted to urban life. She d iscu sses the h istory o f 
F ranciscan  m onasteries, paying special attention to their ties with the co m ­
m unities o f  the tow ns in w hich they lived. She says that at first (13th century) 
these ties were very weak in the area exam ined by  her, for the m onasteries, 
foun ded  b y  rulers and knights, were financially independent o f  urban com m u nes 
and were linked to their founders by  the pastoral services they perform ed for them . 
The links betw een m onasteries and tow ns were tightened first in Lusatia (second 
half o f  the 13th century); in Silesia they were tightened later because the 
m onasteries there lay close to ducal courts. The author says that w hereas the aim 
o f  the first foundations was to enrich religious life in general, the second  wave 
(15th c.) had a definite aim in view: to fight Hussitism . The author d iscu sses the 
F ranciscans ’ con flict with urban com m unes w hich w as cau sed  by King Louis 
Jagellon ’s attem pts at the end o f  the 15th century to subordinate the m onasteries 
to him self. A longside the Reform ation, this conflict w as the reason  w hy the 
F ranciscans were expelled from som e tow ns in Silesia and Upper Lusatia in the 
16th century. (JA)

EARLY MODERN TIMES 
(16th-18th C.)

Christoph A u g u s t y n o w i c z ,  Die Kandidaten und In teressen  d es  H auses  
H absburg in Polen-Litauen während d es zw eiten  Interregnums 1 5 7 4-1576 , 
W ien 2001, Universitätsverlag, 205 pp ., bibliogr., list o f  abbs, index o f
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persons and geographical nam es, D issertationen der Universität W ien, Band 
71.

The m onograph is based on  H absburg diplom ats’ letters to the im perial court, 
letters o f  the H absburg em peror’s Polish supporters to im perial envoys or direct 
to the em peror, diplom atic (imperial and papal) reports, and the em peror’s 
instructions.

The material is arranged accord ing to chronology  and subjects. In Chapter 
I the author outlines the endeavours m ade by  the Em peror M aximilian II from  the 
m id -1 5 6 0 s  to the election o f  Henry o f  Valois in the spring o f  1573 to secure the 
Polish throne for the House o f  H absburg. In the next chapters he analyses the 
H absburg diplom ats’ later endeavours, from  King Henry’s flight to France in June 
1574 to the Sejm  convened in W arsaw in the autum n o f  the sam e year, and from 
the W arsaw Sejm to the electoral Sejm held at Stężyca in May 1575. He d iscu sses  
separately the Sejm at Stężyca w hich w as to elect a new ruler but only ann oun ced  
interregnum . In the next chapter Augustynow icz presents the period betw een the 
Sejm  at Stężyca and the convocational Sejm  in W arsaw held at the beginning o f 
O ctober 1575. The author also depicts the financial m eans earm arked by  the 
em peror to secure the Polish throne for the H absburgs. The last two parts o f  the 
b ook  con cern  the period between the con vocational Sejm  and the electoral Sejm 
and betw een the election and the coronation  o f  Stephen Batory. In each  chapter 
the author d iscu sses the activity o f  the im perial diplom acy, presents ch anges in 
the pro-H absbu rg party and the international situation. (EO)

Marek B l a s z k e , Obraz i naprawa R zeczypospolitej w myśli sp o łeczn o -p o ­
litycznej fizjokratyzm u Baudeau i Le M ercier de la Riviere (The Picture and 
Im provem ent o f  the Com m onwealth in the Physiocratic Socio-Political Though 
o f  B adeau and Le M ercier de la Riviere), W arszawa 2000, W ydaw nictw o IFiS 
PAN, 215 pp., bibliogr., index o f  persons, illustr., sum . in French.

In the first part o f  his book  the author presents Nicolas B audeau ’s op in ion s on 
the h istory o f  the Polish state and analyses the reform s he proposed to im prove 
the econ om ic and political situation o f  the Com m onwealth. In the secon d  part he 
d iscu sses  Le Mercier de la Riviere’s analysis o f  the Com m onw ealth ’s political 
system  and econ om ic situation and the reform s he deem ed indispensable. The 
author em phasises that som e o f  the French physiocrats ’ proposals w ere taken 
into accou nt in the Constitution o f  May 3, 1791 w hich adm itted tow nsm en  to 
som e offices in the state, allowed noblem en to engage in trade and industry, 
prom ised state protection to the peasants and m ade it possible for landow ners to 
obtain  full citizen ’s rights. (EO)

Richard B u t t e r w i c k ,  Stanisław A ugust a kultura angielska (Stanislaus 
A ugustus and English Culture), translated by  Marek U g n i e w s k i ,  W arsza­
wa 2000, W ydawnictwo Instytutu Badań Literackich, 390  pp ., bibliogr., 
index o f  persons.

Butterwick, an English scholar, presents the links betw een Poland and  Britain 
during the Age o f  Enlightenment in an original way, taking Poland’s  last King, 
Stanislaus A ugustus Poniatowski, an em inent con noisseur and patron  o f  the arts, 
as an exam ple. The King’s interest in English culture is presented against a wide 
background o f  social, political and cultural relations in the Pollsh-Llthuanlan 
C om m onwealth from the m iddle o f  the 18th century to the m on arch ’s death in 
1798.

In the preface to his detailed reflections Butterwick outlines the p ictu res o f 
Poland during the period o f  Sarm atism  and o f  Britain at that time, laying stress 
on  the specific political system s o f  the two countries, their different cu ltural 
heritage and especially, the specific character o f  English Enlightenm ent. The Age 
o f  Enlightenm ent w as a period w hen the intellectual élites o f  practically the whole 
o f  Europe cherished warm feelings for England and looked there for inspiration
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and for patterns to follow. Stanislaus A ugustus, an enlightened Anglophile, 
shared this general adm iration for England and enriched it with specifically Polish 
characteristics.

The future King's fascination with England had its roots in his education , 
especially  his friendship with Sir Charles H anbury Williams, a satirist and 
diplom at, w ho was Britain’s am bassador in St. Petersburg. Butterwick  describes 
in detail the you n g  Poniatow ski’s Journey to England in 1754, his con tacts  there 
and the friendships he struck with Englishm en (e.g. with Philip Chesterfield and 
H orace W alpole). A separate chapter deals with the subsequent h istory o f  these 
con tacts, especially after Poniatowski w as elected king in 1764. In addition to 
society m eetings and correspondence, the Freem asons in W arsaw offered Stanis­
laus A ugustus m any opportunities for con tacts with the British.

Two extensive chapters describe the King’s attitude to English art and 
literature, his knowledge o f  the w orks created at that time and his con tacts  with 
English artists. Butterwick  devotes m u ch  space to the extraordinary career o f 
English -sty le  landscape gardening in W arsaw and Poland in the second  half o f 
the 18th century. Landscape parks were designed in Poland round royal residen­
ces  (e.g. the Łazienki park in W arsaw) and the residences o f  magnates. In the last 
chapter Butterwick d iscu sses  the attitude o f  the Polish reform atory cam p (espe­
cially o f  Stanislaus Augustus) to the British political system , from the 1760s to 
the C onstitution  o f  May 3rd, 1791 w h ich , in a way, was m odelled on the system  
o f  the British m onarchy. In Butterwick’s opin ion , Poland’s last King w as a leading 
Anglophile not on ly in the Polish -L ithuanian Com m onwealth but in the whole o f 
E urope; his death in 1798 preceded the decline o f  European Anglophilia, w hich 
occu red  at the beginning o f  the 19th century.

The book  is based on  a wealth o f  m anuscripts from Polish and British 
archives, on  printed sources (especially the press) o f  Polish, English and French 
provenance. The slightly different English version o f  Butterwick ’s book , entitled 
Poland’s Last King and English Culture: Stanisław  A ugust Poniatowski 1 73 2 -1 7 9 8 , 
w as published by  Clarendon Press, Oxford in 2000. (MM)

Janu sz S. D ą b r o w s k i ,  Senat Koronny. Stan sejm ujący w  czasa ch  Jana  
Kazim ierza (Poland’s Senate. An E state o f  the Sejm under John Casimir), 
Kraków 2000, Towarzystwo W ydawnicze “Historia Jaglellon lca” , 285  pp., 
b ib liogr., annexes, list o f  a b b s , in dex o f  persons.

The m onograph is based  on m anuscripts from Polish archives in particular on 
official reports describing Sejm proceedings, and on  correspondence concern ing 
questions d iscu ssed  by  the Sejm. The author has also m ade use o f  su ch  published 
sources as diaries and accou nts by  foreign diplom ats.

The b ook  dep icts the activity o f  the Senate, the upper cham ber, in 1 6 4 9 - 
1668. The author presents the attendance o f  senators at Sejm  m eetings and the 
custom ary procedure o f  senators’ speeches in the presence o f  the king and the 
lower cham ber. He then d iscu sses the participation o f  senators in the Sejm  courts 
and their role in the final phase o f  debates, when the attitudes o f  both  cham bers 
to the proposed  bills had to be harm onised. The last two chapters concern  
relations betw een the upper and the lower cham ber and the senators’ occu pations 
during the Sejm  sessions (banquets, participation in parliam entary com m issions 
active outside the seat o f  parliam ent). The annexes contain  lists o f  senators w ho 
attended the debates and m ade speeches. (EO)

Janusz D o r o b i s z ,  Jakub Zadzik (1582 -1642 ), Opole 2000, W ydawnictwo 
Uniwersytetu Opolskiego, 353  pp ., b ibliogr., list o f  abbs, tables, index o f  
persons, illustr., sum . in English. Studia i Monografie. Uniwersytet Opolski.

The author has based  his book  on  Jakub Zadzik ’s extensive correspondence kept 
in Polish archives and libraries and also in Riksarkivet in Stockholm . He has also 
m ade use o f  official reports on  Sejm  proceedings with descriptions o f  the par­
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liam entary debates in w hich Zadzik took part, and published diaries from the first 
h alf o f  the 17th century.

Jakub Zadzik was one o f  those ecclesiastical senators w ho stem m ed from 
the petty nobility but m ade a political career under Sigism und III (1587-1632). 
Thanks to the help o f  rich relatives, the future chancellor o f  Poland and bishop 
o f  Cracow  acquired a thorough education  crow ned with a doctorate in secular and 
C hurch  law at the University o f  Perugia. The relatives’ help and his own talents 
m ade it possible for him  to Join the narrow  circle o f  persons w ho exerted a great 
in fluence on the policy  o f  S igism und III and his son  Vladislaus IV in 1627-1642 .

The author presents Zadzik’s career chronologically. We learn about Zadzik’s 
family, the w ay he acquired education  and the beginning o f  his career when for 
m any years he was the king’s secretary (1606 -1613 ). The author then presents 
the period when Zadzik held the politically im portant posts o f  Poland’s grand 
secretary (1613 -1625 ), b ishop o f  Chełm (1625 -1635 ), deputy chancellor o f Poland 
(16 2 7 -1 62 8 ) and finally Poland’s chancellor (16 2 8 -1 63 5 ) and b ishop  o f  Cracow 
(1635 -1642 ).

D orobisz presents Zadzik’s attitude to the m ost im portant political issues o f 
the times, su ch  as the program m e o f  reform s and the state’s religious and foreign 
policies. He also describes his hero’s participation In m any diplom atic m issions 
and in the C hurch  life o f  the two dioceses in w hich he was b ishop  ordinary. (EO)

W itold F i l i p c z a k ,  Sejm 1778 roku (The Sejm Held in 1778), W arszawa 
2000, W ydawnictwo Naukowe Sem per, 361 pp., bibliogr., annexes, index of 
persons.

The m onograph is based on official reports o f  Sejm  proceedings, correspondence 
show ing beh in d -th e -scen es  political activities, docum ents o f  pre-Sejm  dietines 
and m any speeches m ade at the 1778 Sejm , m ost o f  w hich were published after 
the debates. The 1778 Sejm was the first Sejm under Stanislaus Augustus 
Poniatowski (176 4 -1 79 5 ) to hold Its debates w ithout previously setting up a 
confederation . Consequently, it w as exposed to the danger o f  being broken by the 
liberum veto  o f  a single deputy. Despite this, it ended in su ccess , passed a num ber 
o f  acts and fulfilled its role o f  controlling the executive power. A ccording to the 
author, the debates were a su ccess  because o f  the opposition ’s m oderate attitude 
and the growth o f  patriotic feelings am ong the nobility after the shock  o f  the first 
partition o f  the Com m onwealth o f  the Two Nations (1772).

The author analyses the situation in the Polish-Lithuanian state before the 
1778 Sejm , the pre-Sejm  cam paign (pre-Sejm  dietines and their resolutions) and 
finally the debates o f the 1778 parliam ent. (EO)

Andrzej G l i w a, Ostatni najazd tatarski na ziem ię przem yską  z 1699 r. (The 
Last Tartar Incursion into the Przem yśl Region in 1699), “Studia H istoryczne” 
(Cracow), vol. XLIII, 2000, No 4, pp. 5 6 8 -5 9 1 , annex, sum . in English.

The article is based on docum ents assessing  the dam age done to the Sam bor, 
D rohobycz and Stryj districts o f  the Przemyśl region by  the Tartar incursion  in 
1699. These docum ents, kept In Lviv archives, have been  unknow n to historians. 
The incursion , m ade by Tartars from the Black Sea coast, the territory now  
belonging to Rom ania and M oldova, w as headed by  the son  o f  the Crim ean khan, 
Ghazi Gierej . It took place at a time when the provisions o f  the Karlovci (Karlovitz) 
treaty had com e into force but there w as still a m on th -long  vacatio legis after 
w hich the Polish-Turkish part o f  the treaty w as to be binding. The Tartars, 
num bering som e 5 ,000  m en, took the com m and o f  Polish forces by surprise and 
plundered 86 villages, abducting 4 ,557  persons. Another 139 persons were 
carried o ff from  the outskirts o f  the tow ns o f  D rohobycz and Stryj. The Tartars 
did not attack the towns for they did not want to capture fortified posts. All they 
w anted was to take quickly as m any prisoners as possible. Units o f  Polish cavalry 
m anaged twice to catch  up with the withdrawing Tartar troops; the first time they
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su cceed ed  in freeing several hundred prisoners; bu t the second  time the Polish 
cavalry suffered a defeat. The annex contains a list o f  invaded villages, their 
casualties (num ber o f  persons killed and taken prisoner) and material losses. (EO)

H ieronim G r a l a ,  W okół dzieła i o sob y  Alberta Schłichtinga. P rzyczyn ek  do 
dziejów  propagandy an tym oskiew skiej w  drugiej połow ie XVI w. (Albert 
Schłichting. His W ork and Personality. Contribution to the History o f  Anti-M u­
scovy  Propaganda in the Second H alf o f  the 16th Century), “Studia Źródło- 
znaw cze” (Warszawa), vol. XXXVIII, 2000, pp. 3 5 -5 1 , sum . in English.

The author analyses the text o f  a relation The State o f  M uscovy under Ivan IV the 
Terrible written by  Albert S c h l i c h  t i n g  in 1571. A Latin version o f  the relation, 
D e moribus et imperandi crudelitate Basilij M oschoviae Tyranni brevis ennaratio, 
w as found in the Vatican archives in the 19th century. It had been presented to 
the papal d ip lom acy by  the Polish side in order to b lock  the papal state’s talks 
with the Tsar o f  M uscovy. King Sigism und A ugustus succeeded  in achieving this 
aim . There is a lso a Polish version (in the National Library in W arsaw) and a 
G erm an one. Georg F o r s t e n ,  the Germ an historian w ho discovered the Germ an 
version in M unich in 1886, neglected its im portance and until our times Germ an 
h istorians have not m anaged to get a ccess  to it. In spite o f  this, it has been  
generally a ccepted  in Germ an historiography that the Germ an version w as the 
prim ary one. Having com pared the Germ an version, kept in B ayerisches Staats­
archiv, with the Latin and Polish versions, the author has com e to the con clusion  
that the m ost extensive Polish version Is the prim ary one; it is a draft o f 
Sch lich ting ’s oral accou nt w hich he m ade after his escape from  M oscov to Poland. 
It w as the Polish text that becam e the basis  for the Latin version, w hich was also 
written at S igism und A ugustus’ court. The Germ an version Is a translation o f  the 
Latin text. The author has also established a few facts from Albert Schlichting’s 
life. Born in Pom erania, he was a soldier in the service o f  King Sigism und A ugustus 
and w as taken prisoner by  the M uscovites in 1564. Grala has established on the 
basis  o f  the Lithuanian Register in Vilnius that Sch li hting was given a royal 
village In Sam ogitia in 1572; h is two sons still held it in 1593. (EO)

Anna G r z e ś k o w i a k - K r w a w i c  z, O recepcji idei um ow y społecznej 
w  Polsce w  czasa ch  stanisław ow skich  (The Reception o f  the Idea o f  Social 
Contract in Poland during Stanislaus A u gu stu s ’ Reign), “C zasopism o Praw- 
n o-H istoryczne” (Warszawa), vol. LII, 2000, No 1 -2 , pp. 1 1 1 -125 , sum . in 
French.

The author show s that the Idea o f  social contract w as analysed and d iscu ssed  by 
Polish intellectuals and authors o f  treatises on  the theory o f  statehood during the 
reign o f  S tanislaus A ugustus Poniatowski. Even though no original conception  o f  
socia l con tract w as w orked out in Poland, thinkers acquainted with W est E uro­
pean  theories knew  how  to use them to b a ck  their own political theories and 
con cep tion s  o f  a political system . More interest w as taken In Poland in the more 
concrete  aspects o f  the doctrine. This is w hy Polish reflections on  this subject did 
n ot contain  m any general ph ilosophical statem ents on the state o f  nature or the 
origin o f  societies; m ore attention w as paid to such  questions as the nation ’s 
sovereignty resulting from the contract, the unquestionable com petence o f  the 
authority, the scope o f  freedom  and m utual realtions between the participants In 
the contract. (AK)

Leszek H o n d o ,  Inskrypcje starego żydow sk iego  cm entarza w  Krakow ie  
(Inscriptions in the Old Jew ish  C em etery in Cracow), Part I, Kraków 2000, 
Polska Akadem ia U m iejętności, 247  pp ., 4 tables, 185 illustr., 3 m aps, table, 
index o f  persons.

This is the first volum e o f  a publication  w hich  will present tom bstones from the 
old Jew ish cem etery in C racow  w hich functioned from 1551 to the m id-19th
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century and is the largest com plex o f  Jewish 16th and 17th century tom bstones 
in Poland. The book  is the result o f  inventory w ork con du cted  by  the author in 
1994-1997 . Part I contains descriptions o f  174 o f  the 711 preserved tom bstones 
from  the w hole period when the cem etery w as in operation. The description  o f 
each  tom bstone contains the following elem ents: 1) num ber denoting the situation 
o f  the tom bstone In the annexed m aps, 2) the nam es o f  persons m entioned in the 
inscription, 3) a photograph (or photographs) o f  the tom bstone, 4) the text o f  the 
inscription, 5) its translation into Polish and explanations (in Polish), 6) descrip ­
tion o f  the form o f  the tom bstone, 7) bibliography, 8) description o f  the material 
from w hich the tom bstone is m ade, 9) size. The author adds that a fuller list, 
com prising 267 tom bstones from the whole cem etery, is in the com puter data 
base o f  the Jagiellonian University’s Interfaculty Institute o f  the History and 
Culture o f  Polish Jew s, but it does not include cop ies o f  the inscriptions and their 
translations. (JA)

Andrzej J a k u b o w s k i ,  Stosunki w yznaniow e w  cechach  m ohylew skich  od 
p ierw szej p ołow y XVI do p ołow y XVIII w ieku (Religious Relations in Mogilov 
Guilds f rom the First H alf o f  the 16th Century to the m id-18th Century), 
“Białoruskie Zeszyty H istoryczne" (Białystok), No 14, 2000, pp. 5 7 -7 4 , sum . 
in Byelorussian, table.

The article depicts religious relations and changes in M ogilov craftsm en ’s circles 
on  the basis o f  statutes and privileges granted (or confirm ed) by Polish kings to 
M ogilov guilds in the 16th -18th  centuries. The author show s that in less than 
two centuries the M ogilov craftsm en ’s corporations experienced a flourishing 
developm ent and then a decline, and that more and more craftsm en, w ho at first 
were alm ost all O rthodox, j oined the Uniate C hurch  or converted to Catholicism . 
Even though m ost o f  them were still true to the O rthodox C hurch  in the second  
half o f  the 18th century, Jakubow ski does not agree with the opinion o f  those 
historians w ho believe that only m erchants jo ined  the Uniate Church  or the 
Catholic C hurch  in Mogilov. (AK)

Jerzy K o w a l c z y k ,  Znaczenie w zorów  Giovanniego Battisty M ontano dla 
architektury barokow ej w  Polsce i na Litwie (The Importance o f  the Patterns 
Established by Giovanni Battista M ontano f o r  Baroque Architecture in Poland 
and Lithuania), “Biuletyn Historii Sztuki” (Warszawa), vol. LII, 2000, N9 1-2, 
pp. 9 -4 9 , illustr., sum . in English.

The talented Italian w ood-engraver, painter, scu lptor and architect G iovanni 
Battista M ontano (1534 -1621 ), active in Milan and Rom e, is regarded as a 
precursor o f  Baroque architecture. His designs and drawings inspired su ch  great 
artists as Pietro da Cortona, Bernini and Borrom ini, and in fluenced artists in 
France, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria and Bohem ia.

Kowalczyk show s m any exam ples o f  M ontano's influence on  prom inent 
Italian architects active in the Polish-Lithuanian Com m onwealth in the 17th and 
18th centuries (Giovanni Battista Ghisleni, G iovanni Solari, Baltassare Fontana). 
The em inent D utch  architect Tylman van Gameren w as also in fluenced by 
M ontano. M ontano’s drawings and designs exerted an in fluence on ly on  w orks o f 
sacral art: tabernacles, altars and churches. The result was the popularisation  
in Poland and Lithuania o f  Baroque façades triangular and sem icircular tym pana 
and the con stru ction  o f  theatre-style ch urch  façades and altar retables with 
wings. This confirm s the great role played by  the Italian architect in the develop­
m ent o f  B aroque architecture in Poland. (AK)

B ohdan K r ó l i k o w s k i ,  W śród Sarmatów. Radziwiłłowie i pam iętnikarze 
(Among the Sarmatians. The Radziwiłł’s and Diarists), W ydaw nictw o Tow a­
rzystwa Naukowego Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego, Lublin 2000, 
317  pp ., b ibliogr., sum . in French, index o f  persons, illustr. Towarzystwo
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N aukowe Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego. Prace W ydziału Hlstorycz- 
no-F ilo logicznego No 82.

The b ook  con sists  o f  two parts: an essay outlin ing the history o f  the magnatial 
Radziwiłł fam ily and a survey o f  the m ost valuable m em oirs and diaries from  the 
17th cen tu ry  and the Saxon times; the survey is supplem ented by  an analysis o f 
W ładysław  Ł o z i ń s k i ’s Mr. Wit N arwoj’s Tales, an interesting exam ple o f  the 
novelist's u se  o f  the contents and form o f old Polish diaries.

Królikowski analyses Polish m em oirs and diaries from the early 17th cen tu ­
ry, poin ting out that war rem iniscences predom inate am ong them ; they are an 
interesting source and testim ony to soldierly cu stom s. At the sam e time they 
expose the Polish-Lithuanian Com m onw ealth ’s w eakness in than epoch  and its 
inability to take advantage o f  military victories.

After a flourishing developm ent in the 17th century m em oirism  declined 
during the Saxon times. Królikowski presents only about a dozen m em oirs from 
the tim es o f  the W ettins’ rule (they com e m ainly from the first years o f  A ugustus 
II’s reign and  the end o f  the reign o f  his son, A ugustus III). It is worth pointing 
out that these m em oirs and diaries are on  a surprisingly high level as regards 
their language and literary value and are a m ost valuable source for historians. 
(AK)

Petro K u ł a k o w s k y j , Urzędnicy ziem scy C zern ihow szczyzny i S iew iersz- 
czyzn y  (do 1648 r.J (Country Officials in Chernigov and Sieversk Regions, up 
to 1648), “Studia Zródłoznaw cze” (Warszawa), vol. XXXVIII, 2000, pp. 5 3 -8 0 , 
annex, sum . in English.

The author presents the growth o f  the official h ierarchy in the Chernigov and 
Sieversk territories w hich  were annexed by  the Pollsh-Lithuanlan Com m onwealth 
in 1609-1611  as a result o f  a war with M uscovy. W hen the arm istice con clud ed  
at Deulin in 1618 put an end to the war, w ork was started to create an official 
h ierarchy on  the m odel existing in the neighbouring Kiev voievodship. The 
adm inistration o f  the area w as entrusted to S igism und III’s eldest son  V ladislaus. 
Military offices (standard-bearer, officers responsible for the safety o f  noble 
fam ilies during levy  en  m a sse, officer responsible for defence) were established in 
1621;  next, offices connected  with the w ork o f  law courts were established 
(cham berlain, Judge, associate Judge, and scribe). It w as on ly after the con clusion  
o f  peace with M uscovy in 1634 that the Chernigov voievodship with two districts, 
those o f  Chernigov and Sieversk, w as established; the offices o f  voievode and 
castellan were set u p  in 1635. This con clud ed  the establishm ent o f  h ierarchy. The 
annex contains a register o f  all officers o f  the Chernigov and Sieversk regions up 
to 1648. The register includes additional inform ation (religion, previous em ploy­
ment, m arriages, public functions). (EO)

Bolesław K u m o r ,  D zieje d iecezji krakow skiej do roku 1795 (The History o f  
the Cracow  D iocese to 1795), vol. 2, Kraków 1999, W ydawnictwo św. Stani­
sława BM A rchidiecezji Krakowskiej, 674  pp., vol. 3, Kraków 2000, 565  pp., 
list o f  abbs, index o f persons and geographical nam es, illustr.

The two volum es cover the h istory o f  the C racow  diocese up to 1795, that is, to 
the third partition o f  the C om m onwealth o f  the Two Nations. The narration is 
arranged accord ing  to subjects and chronologically within each  them atic section. 
Volum e 2 deals w ith centred diocesen  offices (the b ish op ’s court, chancery, 
printing house, con sistory  and the Cracow  and regional suffragan sees) and 
diocesan  synods. Separate chapters con cern  the cathedral chapter and the 
collegiate and oth er ch urch es in Cracow. Volum e 3 d iscu sses the chapters in the 
C racow  diocese outside C racow  (in Sandom ierz, W iślica, Kielce, Skalbmierz, 
Opatów, Tarnów, Pińczów, Nowy Sącz, W ojnicz, Bobow a, Lublin, Pilica and 
Klimontów) and fragm entary chapters where the canonries were not fully staffed. 
The volum e a lso  presents d iocesan  schools  (cathedral school on  Wawel Hill,
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Theological Departm ent o f  Cracow  University), sem inaries, old  priests’ hom es, 
reform atory hom e for priest and charitable banks in the diocese. (EO)

Beata K w i e c i e ń ,  Znajom ość Indian A m eryki Północnej w  Polsce okresu  
O św iecenia  (Know ledge o f  North Am erican Indians in Poland during the 
Enlightenment Age), “Studia H istoryczne” (Kraków), vol. XLIII, 2000, N0 3, 
pp. 3 7 9 -3 9 7 , sum . in English.

The author says that during the reign o f  Stanislaus Augustus the inhabitants o f 
the Pollsh-Lithuanian Com m onwealth had m any possibilities to learn som ething 
about the aboriginal inhabitants o f  the N orth-Am erican  continent. Information 
was available in handbooks and geographical books, in accou nts  by  m issionaries 
and travellers and, to a lesser extent, in the daily press and encyclopedias. M ost 
o f  this inform ation w as o f  an ethnological character and concerned  the Indians’ 
cu stom s, languages, ways o f procuring food, their clothing, dwellings, religion, 
laws, internal relations and the way o f  perform ing official duties. Political matters 
did not arouse great interest but the reader w as told about the Indians’ struggle 
to retain their land (e.g. Chief Pontiac’s uprising in 1763-1766), their laws and 
traditions.

M ost o f  the accou nts written by travellers and m issionaries were favourable 
to the Indians and free o f  racial prejudice; som e o f  them exposed the dark sides 
o f  the aborigines’ life, a result o f  the white m an ’s destructive influence (diseases, 
a lcoholism , poverty). This aroused an anim ated discussion  in the course o f  w hich 
various proposals were put forward o f  how  to solve the problem  (is it better to 
adopt the white m an ’s civilisation or reject it?). (AK)

M ariusz M a l i n o w s k i ,  Społeczeństw o Kordoby w czasach  Kolumba, inkwi­
zycji i rekonkw isty, przełom  X V  i XVI w ieku (The Community o f  Cordoba  
during the Times o f  Columbus, Inquisition and R econquest, Turn o f  the 15th 
Century), W ydawnictwo Adam Marszalek, Toruń 2000, 145 pp ., bibliogr., 
index o f  geographical nam es and persons.

On this basis o f  written sources form Archivo General in Sim ancas, Archivo 
M unicipal in Belalcazar and Archivo M unicipal in Cordoba, the author depicts 
the h istory o f  the com m unity o f  C ordoba, an im portant town in southern  Spain, 
from the m id -15th  century to ca. 1520. He stresses the im portance o f  the 
geographical environm ent in the longue durée  o f  the C ordoban  kingdom  and 
depicts the growth o f  the city’s population  in the second  half o f  the 15th century 
and the subsequent dem ographic crisis cau sed  by  hunger and the plague in 
15 0 3-1507 . Despite these natural disasters C ordoba ’s econ om y developed dy­
nam ically, especially at the end o f  the 15th century. The k ingdom ’s agricultural 
production  reached record levels and the city becam e one o f  the m ost im portant 
centres o f  handicrafts in the Iberian peninsula. Livestock breeding and internal 
trade on  local and regional levels were also well developed.

Religious m inorities disappeared from  C ordoba at the turn o f  the 15th 
century; the Jew s were expelled and the M oslem s were forced to convert to 
Christianity. But the m any Jew ish converts, G ypsies and converted M oslem s w ho 
rem ained in the city becam e targets o f  susp icions and reprisals. (AK)

Agnieszka M a r c h w i ń s k a ,  R ejestr dworu królow ej Barbary (154 8 -1 55 1 )  
(The R egister o f  Q ueen  B arbara ’s Court, 1548-1551), "Studia Z ródłoznaw cze” 
(W arszaw a), vol. XXXVIII, 2000, pp. 8 1 -1 0 2 , illustr.

The register o f  the Polish-Lithuanian court o f  Barbara Radziwiłłówna, kept in the 
Central Archives o f  Historcal R ecords in W arsaw, is an im portant source show ing 
the organisation and com position  o f  the court o f  King Sigism und A ugustus’ wife. 
It contains the nam es o f  the Q ueen ’s male and female attendants, put dow n in 
hierarchical order. The register a lso provides inform ation on  all changes in the 
com position  o f  the court (engagem ent o f  new  persons, dism issals, deaths, the
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dates o f  m arriages o f  the queen ’s m a id s-o f-h on ou r, etc.). It can  serve as a basis 
for reconstructing the function ing o f  Q ueen Barbara’s Frauenzimmer and male 
cou rt and their social and national structure.

The article con tains the full text o f  the source. The footnotes include 
inform ation about the persons m entioned in the text and about little known terms 
referring to textiles and clothing. (AK)

M etryka Litew ska. R ejestry podym nego W ielkiego K sięstw a  Litew skiego  —  
w ojew ód ztw o trockie 1690 (The Lithuanian Register. R egisters o f  H earth-Tax  
o f  the Grand D uchy o f  Lithuania —  Troki Voievodsip 1690), ed. Henryk 
L u l e w i c z ,  W ydawnictwo Nerlton, Instytut Historii PAN, W arszawa 2000, 
341 p p ., indexes o f  persons and geographical nam es, map.

The edition is based  on  the cod ex  Inspection in the Grand Duchy o f  Lithuania and  
A cts o f  the Tarnogród Confederation o f  1715  w hich is kept in the Central Archives 
o f  H istorical R ecords in W arsaw. The hearth -tax register covers 32 leaves o f  the 
codex ; it lists different rates (written by  one hand) for each  o f  the Troki voievod- 
sh ip ’s four districts, those o f  Troki, G rodno, Kovno and Upita. The register for 
each  district Is drawn up accord ing to similar principles and contains the nam e 
o f  the estate, surnam e o f the ow ner or ow ners, and the num ber o f  households 
(hearths). In the register o f  the Troki and G rodno districts the estates are placed 
in alphabetical order, accord ing to parishes; the register o f  the hearth -tax o f  the 
other two districts Is drawn u p  accord ing to the location o f  the noblem en 's estates.

The h earth -tax  register is an excellent source for research into property 
relations in the Troki voievodship, into the old Polish fiscal system  and the 
econ om ic differences am ong the Lithuanian nobility; it a lso provides a basis for 
analysing geographical nam es in the region, the form ation o f n oblem en ’s surna­
m es and the state o f  settlem ent at the end o f  the 17th century.

Each o f  the four parts o f  the book  Is equipped with explanatory notes; the 
publication  closes  with two extensive indexes o f  persons and geographical nam es. 
(AK)

Jerzy M i c h a l s k i ,  Zagadnienie reform y sądow nictw a i praw a są dow ego  
w  począ tkach  panow ania Stanisława Augusta (The Question o f  the Reform o f  
Judicature and Judiciary Law at the Beginning o f  Stanislaus A u gu stu s ’ Reign), 
“C zasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” (Warszawa), vol. LII, 2000, No 1-2 , pp. 
7 6 -1 0 7 , sum . in French.

On the basis o f  official reports o f  parliam entary proceedings, deputies ’ in stru c­
tions and diaries from the Central Archives o f  Historical R ecords in W arsaw, the 
Czartoryski Library in Cracow  and the Library o f  the Polish Academ y o f  Arts and 
Learning in Cracow, the author show s that Polish Juducature and judiciary law 
did not change substantially during the first two years o f  Stanislaus A ugustus’ 
reign (17 6 4 -1 76 6 ). Som e changes were introduced by  the 1764 convocational 
Sejm  w hich  by  in troducing m ajority voting at electoral dietines restored country 
courts and by  abolishing the use o f  liberum veto  in the election o f  the Tribunals’ 
m em bers secured their proper appointm ent. The attem pts to correct and codify 
the law ended in fiasco, nor w as any im provem ent m ade in the function ing o f  the 
Polish and Lithuanian Tribunals.

M ichalski explains this lack  o f  significant changes in Polish law and Judica­
ture by  the political élites’ preoccupation  with more im portant problem s, by  the 
lack o f  an intellectual base for far-reach ing reform s and the low  professional 
cu lture o f  lawyers. (AK)

Stefania O c h m a n n - S t a n i s z e w s k a ,  Zdzisław S t a n i s z e w s k i ,  Sejm  
R zeczypospolitej za  panow ania Jana Kazimierza. Prawo —  doktryna  —  
praktyka  (The Sejm o f  the Com m onwealth under John Casimir. The Law, Its 
Doctrine and Practice), W rocław  2000, W ydawnictwo Uniwersytetu W rocław-
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skiego, vol. I, 593  pp., vol. II, 434  pp., bibliography, list o f  abbs, tables, 
ann exes, index o f  persons, sum . in English.

The first volum e is a docum entation  o f  the 20 Sejm s held during the reign o f  John  
Casimir in 1 6 4 9-1668 . The authors present the sources for each  Sejm  and d iscu ss  
the basic docum ents, such  as the king’s instructions to the pre-S ejm  dietines, 
the greeting o f  the king by  the Marshal (Speaker) o f  the Sejm , the proposals from 
the throne, the senators’ speeches. They a lso present the calendar o f  debates, the 
questions d iscu ssed  by the Cham ber o f  Deputies during plenary m eetings, the 
questions d iscu ssed  by  the Senate, the Joint debates o f  the two cham bers in the 
presence o f  the King, the sessions o f  the Sejm  com m issions and provincial 
(Lithuanian and Polish) sessions.

The second  volum e is a synthesis. In the first part the authors describe the 
Sejm ’s w orking conditions (prem ises, security), the organisation o f  the parlia­
m ent, the two cham bers, the system  o f debates. The second  part con cern s the 
course  and results o f the debates. The authors d iscu ss  the procedure, the debates 
in each  cham ber, in com m issions and Joint debates, the editing o f  the laws 
adopted by  the Sejm . The third part analyses the powers o f  the Sejm  estates, that 
is, the King, the Senate and the Cham ber o f  Deputies. The annexes con tain  the 
lists o f  senators and deputies present at the Sejm sessions during the reign o f 
John  Casimir. (EO)

Dariusz R o l n i k ,  Szlachta koronna w ob ec  konfederacji targowickiej (maj
1792  -  styczeń  1793) (The Polish Nobility’s  Attitude to the Confederation o f  
Targowica, M ay 1792  -  January 1793), Katowice 2000 , W ydawnictwo Uni­
wersytetu Śląskiego, 182 pp., b ibliogr., list of abbs, annexes, sum . in English 
and French. Prace Naukowe Uniwersytetu Śląskiego w  Katowicach, No 1097.

The book  fills a gap in the h istoriography o f  the Targowica Confederation 
(1792 -1793 ). The aim o f  the author was to present the attitude o f  society to the 
Confederation o f  Targowica w hich  co-operated  with R ussia  in destroying the 
achievem ents o f  the Constitution o f  May 3, 1791. In Chapter I the author 
d iscu sses the factors w hich influenced the nobility’s attitude: the defeats suffered 
by  the Polish-Lithuanian arm y in the war against R ussia  (M ay-July 1792), the 
fact that King Stanislaus A ugustus Joined the confederation , fear o f  reprisals by 
R ussian and confederative troops. In the next chapter the author analyses the 
nobility’s reaction in individual voievodships to the form ation o f  confederatlve 
authorities in the provinces (M ay-Septem ber 1792). The last chapter presents the 
nobility ’s attitude to the confederation  in the first m onths o f  its rule (O ctober 1792
-  January 1793). The author points out that the confederation  w as supported by 
on ly a small part o f  the nobility. The support w as m arginal com pared with the 
support w hich  the nobility extended to the Constitution o f  May 3, 1791. Passive 
resistance and general aversion predom inated. (EO)

A leksandra S o ł t  a n, Contubernium Philosophorum  —  krakow ska fu n d a cja  
biskupa płockiego Andrzeja N oskow skiego (Contubernium Philosophorum  —  
the Cracow  Foundation o f  Andrzej N oskow ski, B ishop o f  Płock), “Przegląd 
H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CII, 2001, No 1, pp. 1 5 -4 2 , sum . in English.

The article presents the genesis and function ing o f  the P hilosophers’ H ostel set 
u p  in C racow  in 1558. It was called into being on  the initiative o f  the b ish op  o f  
Płock, Andrzej Noskowski, to make it possible for you n g  M azovians to gain higher 
education . This w as to ensure a steady supply o f  highly qualified teachers to 
schools  in the Płock diocese, for each  holder o f  the foundation ’s scholarsh ip  w as 
obliged to work for two years as a teacher in one o f  the sch ools  belong ing to the 
diocese.

The author has reconstructed the h istory and organisation  o f  the P hiloso­
phers’ Hostel on  the basis o f  the hostel’s register and two other docum ents: 
Ordinatio fundation is N oscovianae and Inscriptio fun da tion is N oscovianae su per
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f odinis v ielicensibus. The sources show  that the plan for the foundation  had been 
carefully prepared; they also provide inform ation on  the aim  o f  the hostel, its 
equipm ent, the w ay in w hich the annual rent w as used, the recruitm ent o f 
students, the way o f  appointing headm asters; they also contain Instructions on 
h ow  the hostel shou ld  function  day in day out. (AK)

Tom asz W i ś l i c  z, Peregrynacja dziadow ska Stanisława Podleskiego i Bła­
żeja  Dziury K ościelskiego w  1698 roku (The Peregrination o f  Two Beggars, 
Stanisław Podleski and B łażej Dziura K ościelski in 1698), “Studia H istorycz­
n e” (Kraków), vol. XLIV, 2001, No 1, pp. 141 -151 , m aps.

On the basis o f  statem ents m ade before the village court at Pieskowa Skała in 
1698 by two vagrants from Little Poland, the author tries to reconstruct the route 
o f  their peregrination and depict the characteristic features o f  unem ployed 
peop le ’s peregrinations in those days. He is interested only in village vagabonds, 
not in vagrants con nected  with towns.

W iślicz poin ts out three characteristic elem ents o f  h is heroes’ wanderings: 
they m oved within a rather sm all territory w hich  was well known to them ; they 
avoided large tow ns and tried to find night’s lodgings and earn som e m oney only 
in villages; they used  to stop for som e time, even for a few weeks, always in the 
sam e villages and always in the house o f  the sam e farmers. Even though these 
w eek -long  so jou rns in one place m ay create an im pression o f  a certain stability, 
Stanisław  Podleski and Błażej Kościelski covered miles every day to get alm s, steal 
a thing or two or peddle som e goods. (AK)

Andrzej B. Z a k r z e w s k i ,  Sejmiki W ielkiego K sięstw a Litew skiego XVI- 
XVIII w. Ustrój i funkcjonow anie: sejm ik trocki (The Dietines o f  the Grand 
Duchy o f  Lithuania 16th -18th  Centuries. Their S ystem  and Functioning: the 
Dietine o f  Troki), W arszawa 2000, Liber, 257  pp., bibliogr., list o f  abbs, tables, 
index o f  persons. Wydział Prawa i Adm inistracji Uniwersytetu W arszaw skie­
go. Series: M onografie.

The m onograph  is based on the Troki dietlne’s acts from incom plete castle records 
o f  Troki, on  political correspondence and diaries. The author analyses the 
structure and function ing o f  Lithuanian dietines, taking the main dietine o f  the 
Troki voievodship as an exam ple. He d iscu sses the procedure in Lithuanian 
dietines, the character o f  the instructions given to the deputies, the kinds o f 
dietines, paying special attention to the dietines held during interregna, and also 
the pow ers o f  the dietines and their evolution. Zakrzewski is interested both  in 
the letter o f  the law and In practice. He em phasises that in their function ing the 
Lithuanian dietines were similar to the Polish ones but points ou t that the 
predom inance o f  m agnates was a specific feature o f  the Lithuanian dietines. The 
m onograph  is supplem ented by  a list o f  M arshals (Speakers) o f  the Troki dietine 
and a list o f  deputies elected to the Sejm  and to the Lithuanian Tribunal. (EO)

Zofia Z i e l i ń s k a ,  Stanisław A ugust i Otto Stackeiberg u progu w ojny rosyj- 
sk o -tu reck ie j, m arzec-październik 1787 (Stanislaus Augustus and Otto Sta- 
ckelberg on the Eve o f  the Russian-Turkish War, M arch-O ctober 1787), 
“Kwartalnik Historyczny" (Warszawa), vol. CVII, 2000, No 4, pp. 3 -2 0 , sum . 
in English.

The article is based  on  Stanislaus A ugustus Poniatowski’s correspondence with 
Augustyn  Deboli, Polish m inister plenipotentiary in St. Petersburg, and Pius 
Kiciński, ch ie f o f  the Polish cabinet, and a lso on  the correspondence in 1787 
between Otto Stackelberg, the Russian  am bassador in Warsaw, the Russian 
v ice -ch ancellor J . A. O sterm ann, and the head o f  the C ouncil o f  R ussia ’s Foreign 
Affairs A. A. B ezborodko. These letters are kept In the Central Archives o f  Historical 
R ecords in W arsaw, the Arkhiv V neshney Politiki R ossiyskoy Imperii in M oscow , 
in the National Library in W arsaw and the Czartoryski Library in Cracow . On their
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basis the author has reconstructed the Polish King’s con tacts w ith the Russian 
am bassador in the period from Stanislaus A ugustus’ m eeting w ith the Em press 
Catherine II at Kaniów to the preparation o f  a draft treaty o f  alliance w ith Russia 
by  the Polish-Lithuanian ruler. Both politicians were interested in preserving 
peace in Poland and realised that in case o f  a R ussian -A ustrian -T urkish  war 
additional m eans w ould be required if this aim was to be achieved. The Polish 
King w as ready to agree to the strengthening o f  Russian in fluence in Poland in 
return for the Em press’s consent to certain reform s and the return o f the 
Polish-Lithuanian Com m onwealth to an active role in European politics.

Despite the efforts o f  Stanislaus A ugustus and Stackelberg, the Russian 
court greatly restricted the scope o f  perm issible reform s and delayed the con clu ­
sion  o f  a P olish -R ussian  alliance. Polish society criticised the King’s apparent 
inactivity, en forced by  Catherine II, as an unpardonable waste o f  time; this 
accelerated the outbreak o f  an anti-R ussian  revolt in Poland. (AK)

19th CENTURY 
(till 1918)

Archiwum Filomatów. Listy z w ięzienia (The Philom aths’ Archives. Letters 
from  Prison), edited and prefaced by Zbigniew S u d o l s k i ,  W arszawa 2000, 
W ydawnictwo Ancher, 522  pp ., index o f  persons, illustr.

In 199 7-1 9 9 9  the Ancher Publishing H ouse brought out three volum es o f  
handwritten m aterials left by a group o f  students o f  Vilnius University, m em bers 
o f  secret self-education  organisations, w ho were arrested, tried and sentenced  to 
m any years o f  exile by a Vilnius court in 1823 and 1824. The present, fourth, 
volum e con cern s the arrest, im prisonm ent and trial o f  the Philom aths and 
Philarets. It com prises the previously unpublished  correspondence o f  two leaders 
o f  the Philom aths’ Society, the poets Tom asz Z a n  and Onufry P i e t r a s z k i e ­
w i c z  (the latter w as an unquestioned authority and addressee o f  m any letters 
written by  his younger colleagues) as well as unknow n poem s by  you ng  poets. 
in clud ing two im provisations ascribed to Adam  M i c k i e w i c z .  A lthough prison  
m aterials are, as a rule on e-sided  and incom plete (the bulk o f  the m aterials 
con sists  o f letters written by  the prisoners to their relatives and acquain tances 
living at liberty, for the correspondence sent to prisons was as a rule destroyed 
after it w as read). Letters from  Prison give a credible picture o f  the behaviour and 
stance o f  the you ng people. Faced with life’s m ost difficult challenge, they tried to 
defend their lives, freedom  and, first and forem ost, their own and their nearest 
friends’ dignity.

The second  part o f  the book  con tains materials o f  a less personal character: 
inform ation on  the organisational structure o f  the Philarets’ Society in 1 8 2 0 -1 8 2 3 , 
depositions by  two o f  the society’s representatives, Adam M ickiewicz and Jan  
Jankow ski, m ade to the Investigation C om m ission  in Vilnius, a  list o f  the m em bers 
o f  three organisations o f  Vilnius youth  in 1 8 1 7-1823 : the P hilom aths’ Society, 
the Philarets’ Society and the Union o f  Friends, as well as a list o f  con sp irators 
im prisoned by the R ussians and the sentence passed by  the V iln ius court. (MM)

Elżbieta H u r n i k o w a ,  W  kręgu w iedeńsk iej m oderny: z  zagadnień  p o ls k o -  
austriackich pow inow actw  literacko-kulturow ych (In the  Circle o f  V ien n ese  
Modernism: Polish-Austrian Affinities in Culture and Literature), C zęstochow a
2000, W ydawnictwo WSP, 226 pp ., bibliogr., index o f  persons, sum . in 
Germ an and English.

The author com pares two cities w hich in the 19th and early 20 th  centuries were 
their nations’ cultural centres: Vienna, the capital o f  the Ha b sbu rg  m onarchy, 
and C racow  w hich, though a provincial town in this monarchy, w as a centre w h ose  
cultural Influence was felt in all parts o f  partitioned Poland. D espite differences 
in size, living standards and the pace o f  life (at the turn o f  the 19 th century V ienna
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had ca . 1.8 million inhabitants, while the backw ard provincial C racow  had only 
som e 90 ,000), the two cities were linked not on ly by  their m em bership o f  the same 
state organism . In both  o f  them a large proportion o f  the population  consisted  o f 
aristocrats and senior clergy w ho shaped the élites’ code o f  custom s. In both  cities 
art and its creators enjoved a high position. This provided the groundw ork for the 
developm ent o f  im portant 19th and 20th century aristocratic trends: the Viennese 
m odern ism  and the Young Poland m ovem ent in Cracow.

H urnikow a presents the form s o f  cu ltural exchange and peop le -to -peop le  
con ta cts  betw een Vienna and C racow  from the end o f  the 19th century to 1914. 
She explains what Viennese circles knew  about Polish art and points out that 
representatives o f  the Young Poland m ovem ent visited Vienna, the capital o f  the 
m onarchy. She em phasises that Cracow  artists were familiar with the achieve­
m ents o f V iennese m odernists, learning about them m ainly through the interm e­
diary o f  the press and theatres, w hich  willingly staged plays written in the capital 
o f  the Empire. The m ost interesting fragm ents o f  the book  deal with the form s o f  
cu ltural exhange and artistic con tacts during that epoch , especially with art 
feuilletons, literary cafés and cabarets, w hich  were the rage o f  the epoch. 
Feuilletons, w hich  had been published in the Viennese press (especially in “Die 
Presse” and “Neue Freie Presse”) since the m iddle o f  the 19th century, were read 
in Cracow  and inspired Polish creators. In both cities cafés and cabarets played 
a role w hich can  hardly be overestim ated, integrating the milieu o f  you ng  creators, 
popularising new  artistic trends, setting and im posing fashions in various fields 
o f  art and life, and generating the specific fin -d e -s iècle atm osphere. They in turn 
were discussed  in the feuilletons and literary w orks o f  their grateful custom ers.

The last chapter o f  the b ook  show s the role o f w om en in the culture and 
literature o f  V ienna and Cracow  at the turn o f  the 19th century. It presents w om en 
artists w ho co -crea ted  the art and literature o f  the epoch  as well as ladies w ho 
kept popular artistic salons, were art patronesses or m uses. H urnikowa supple­
m ents this sub ject by  describing how  w om en were portrayed in the art and 
literature o f  the epoch . (MM)

M ieczysław J a ł o w i e c k i ,  Na skraju Imperium (On the Fringe o f  the Empire),
selected by  M ichał J a ł o w i e c k i ,  W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo Czytelnik,
440  pp.

The author o f  these rem iniscences w as a scion  o f  an aristocratic family, the 
Pierejesław ski-Jałow ieck is, w hich  had settled in Lithuania: he was related to 
m any landow ners in Poland’s eastern borderlands. He w as born  in Rostov on  the 
D on in 1876, studied agriculture at the Technical School o f  Riga and obtained a 
doctor ’s degree at the University o f  Halle. Until the O ctober Revolution he held 
im portant posts in the Russian  state adm inistration (e.g. in the diplom atic 
service). After 1920 he was the first representative o f  the governm ent o f  inde­
pendent Poland in the Free City o f  Danzig; later he settled in his estate. He died 
as an emigre in Great Britain in 1963.

In Britain, with the help o f  the notes he had kept day by  day, he put down 
his rem iniscences in several score handwritten volum es. The abridged version, 
edited by his grandson , covers several dozen years, from Jałowieck i’s ch ildhood 
to 1918, w hen  the author left Petrograd (St. Petersburg), fleeing from the B olshe­
viks. The attraction o f  the book  lies in the suggestive vision o f  the world presented 
by  the author and its high literary quality. The author depicts m ainly h is native 
land, the V ilnius and G rodno regions, and the prosperous landow ners’ class from 
w hich he descended . He writes at length about the custom s, everyday life and the 
system  o f  values o f  Polish landow ners in Lithuania and Byelorussia and also In 
Livonia and the S m olensk  and V itebsk regions, where the Poles, few as they were, 
experienced a  renaissance o f  national and cutural life at the beginning o f  the 20th 
century. Jałow iecki h as dedicated m u ch  space to landow ners’ organisations 
which developed in particular after 1905. He a lso paints a colourfu l picture o f 
Polish colon ies in various towns o f  the Russian  Empire, in Riga with its flourishing
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student life and in particular in the capital o f  the empire. In St. Petersburg the 
Polish group consisted  o f  civil servants, engineers, journalists, artists, professio­
nal people and military m en w ho, despite their close bonds with purely  Russian 
milieux, constituted a separate, com pact group linked by  strong fam ily and social 
ties. The reader learns about the fate o f  Poles in Russia during W orld War I and 
about the political organisations and m utual aid societies set up at that time.

In addition to being a colourful, vivid presentation o f  cu stom s, Jałowiecki’s 
rem iniscences are a valuable testim ony given by  a representative o f  the social 
class w hich at the turn o f the 19th century w as connected by  family and 
professional ties with the world o f  R ussian culture (som e o f  Jałow ieck i’s family 
m em bers were generals o f  the R ussian arm y and senior civil servants) but w hich 
preserved its Polish identity based on the noblem an ’s ethos and C atholic religion. 
(MM)

M ałgorzata K a r p i ń s k a ,  Złodzieje, agenci, policyjny strażnicy... P rzestęp­
stw a pospolite w  W arszaw ie 1 8 1 5 -1 8 3 0  (Thieves, Agents, Police Guards... 
Common O ffences in W arsaw  1815-1830 ), W arszawa 1999, W ydawnictwo 
DIG, 169 pp., bibliogr.

The author describes crim inal offences and crim es as well as crim inals and law 
officers against a rich background o f  W arsaw society during the period o f  the 
Congress Kingdom . The first two chapters present the city in 1815-1830 . They 
contain  data on the area o f  Warsaw, its population, the adm inistrative authorities, 
the R ussian military garrison stationed in it, and also the organisation and 
function ing o f  the adm inistration o f  Justice, police and law and order services. 
M uch space is dedicated to police spies, especially the notorious Henryk M ackrott. 
The author presents the social topography o f  W arsaw in 1815-1830 , describingg 
the location and arrangem ent o f  W arsaw inns, taverns, restaurants, coffee 
houses, public h ouses and streets crow ded with prostitutes, thieves’ dens in 
w hich  sm uggled alcohol was sold and also prisons for m en and w om en. In the 
next three chapters she analyses the m ost com m on  crim es and offences: m urders, 
m anslaughters, scuffles and beatings, rapes and abductions, dignity-im pairing 
acts, thefts and robberies, setting fire and finally cases verging on  crim e, such  as 
vagrancy, begging and smuggling.

The phenom ena described in the book  go to m ake up the picture o f  W arsaw 
in 1 8 15-1830 , a period when the city experienced a rapid growth o f population  
(over 80 ,00 0  inhabitants in 1816, about 140,000 in 1830). No other town in the 
Kingdom o f  Poland or in other Polish terrotories cou ld  m atch  Warsaw. Lublin (the 
second  largest town in the Congress Kingdom) had ca. 13,000 inhabitants in the 
1820s, W ilno about 50 ,000 , Poznań ca. 35 ,000 , C racow  som e 25,000. The rapid, 
uncontrolled developm ent o f  W arsaw w as one o f  the reasons for the growth o f  
crim e in the city. In sum m ing up her reflections Karpińska says that the borderline 
between crim e and the norm  w as blurred in the m iddle o f  the 19th century, and 
this w as conducive to crim inal behaviour. There w as also a connection  betw een 
poverty and crim e, the m ajority o f  crim es being com m itted by paupers and the 
lum penproletariat. The author says that the Russian garrison stim ulated crim e, 
for its m em bers treated W arsaw as a  conquered territory w hich was b ou n d  to 
m aintain its conquerors.

The author has based her b ook  on  official acts from 1815-1830, m anuscripts 
from private collections, the press (professional and in general circulation) as well 
as published diaries and m em oirs. (MM)

Jan K o n e f a ł ,  Działalność społeczno-polityczna A leksandra Zaw adzkiego  
(Ojca Prokopa) w  Królestw ie Polskim 1 8 7 6 -1 9 1 7  (The Social and Political 
Activity o f  A leksa nd er Zaw adzki (Father Prokop) in the Polish Kingdom  
1876-1917), Lublin 2000, W ydawnictwo KUL, bibliogr., index o f  person s, 
sum . in English and Russian, annexes.
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A leksander Zawadzki (pseudonym  Father Prokop, 1859-1926) w as a leading 
prom otor o f  education  and the national idea am ong the lower strata o f  society in 
the Polish K ingdom  in the 19th and early 20th  centuries; in fact, he was an 
institution  and his authority w as not con fined to a political cam p or party. Konefał 
ou tlin es Zawadzki's b iography, laying stress on  the decisive m om ents o f  his hero ’s 
life: h is youthful con tacts  with the socialist m ovem ent, the exile to Siberia and 
h is daring escape, his decision  to return and serve the rest o f  the sentence, which 
en ab led  him  to undertake legal activity in the Polish Kingdom , the change o f his 
attitude to socialism , his ties with the national m ovem ent and his participation 
in the foundation  o f  a people ’s m ovem ent w hose aim w as Poland’s independence.

Zaw adzki’s activity can  be divided into three stages corresponding to the 
m eanders o f  his life and outlooks. In the earliest period (before 1893) he w as a 
m em ber o f  the first Polish socialist groups in Poland and Switzerland. In 1 8 9 3 - 
1908, he w as one o f  the co-organ isers o f  the national cam p, w as active in the 
National League and the National D em ocratic Party, co-operated  with m any 
educationa l organisations in the Kingdom , in particular with the Society for the 
Protection o f  Uniates, the Society for National and Peasant E ducation and the 
Polish S ch ool Board, and also con du cted  open and covert activity am ong p e­
asants, w orkers and priests.

In 1908, disagreeing with the evolution o f  the National D em ocrats’ program ­
m e, he left the National League and associated h im self with the cam p w hich laid 
stress on the struggle for Poland’s independence. With unabating energy, he 
w orked in m any educational and m utual-aid  organisations, especially in the new 
S ociety for the Protection o f  Uniates and in a teachers’ organisation w hich  fought 
for Poland’s independence, was a lecturer at Pedagogical C ourses in W arsaw and 
w as an active publicist and publisher. The establishm ent o f  the National Peasant 
U nion in 1912 w as the crow ning point o f  h is work. Father Prokop headed the 
party throughout W orld War I, expecting, as Józef Piłsudski did, that Poland w ould 
be rebuilt under the patronage o f  the Central Powers. The Union published an 
Illegal paper “Polska” (Poland). Zawadzki a lso published m any b ook s and pam p­
hlets for peasants.

Konefał analyses all aspects o f  Father Prokop’s work and points out that 
(with the exception  o f  his earliest fascination  with internationalist socialism ) they 
were all inspired by  the idea o f  Poland’s liberation. Dynam ism  and energy m arked 
all his activities. His fight for the Polish language in schools  and com m unal offices, 
his care o f the Uniates in Podlasie and the Chełm  region, his legal, half-legal and 
illegal publish ing activity played a great role in awakening national con sc iou sn ess  
in the villages o f  the Polish Kingdom . In all his activities he w as supported by  his 
wife, Ludwika, sister o f  a well known Galician peasant activist, Bolesław  W ysło­
u ch .

Konefał’s b ook  is the first attem pt to present Aleksander Zawadzki’s ach ie­
vem ents in the m ost im portant years o f  his public activity. The book  is based on  
countless archival sources, m anuscripts from Polish libraries, the press, diaries 
and rem iniscences. (MM)

Andrzej K o  n i  a s . Kartografia topograficzna Śląska C ieszyńskiego i zaboru  
austriackiego od 2  połow y XVIII do początku  XX  w ieku (Topographic Carto­
graphy o f  T eschen  Silesia and Austrian Poland from  the Second H alf o f  the 
18th Century to the Beginning o f  the 20th), Katowice 2000, W ydawnictwo 
Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, 259  pp., sum . in English and Germ an, bobliogr., 
indexes, illustr., m aps.

The b ook  open s with an outline o f  the h istory o f military cartography in the 
Austrian (and later in A ustro-H ungarian) m onarchy. The first attem pts in this 
field were m ade at the end o f  the 17th century. O f decisive im portance for the 
developm ent o f  this new  discipline o f  military science was the establishm ent o f  a 
specialist section  at the headquarters o f  the arm y’s general staff after the 
con clusion  o f  the Seven Years’ W ar in 1763. After this historical outline Konias
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presents the work o f  Austrian cartographers in Teschen Silesia and Galicia from 
the end o f  the 18th century. The m easuring and topographic surveying o f  these 
areas for military purposes had three stages. The first series w as made during the 
reign o f  Joseph  II, the second in 181 9-1 8 3 0  and 1841-1851 , and the m ost detailed 
third series, w hich  also included surveys o f  high m ountain areas in the Tatras, 
w as m ade after 1875. In assessing the quality o f  the surveys, the author 
em phasises the great com petence o f  Austrian cartographers; the m istakes and 
inexactitudes were the result o f the techniques used  and o f  im precise instru ­
m ents. Detailed tables show  the differences between the surveys m ade in the 18th 
and 19th centuries and those achieved thanks to the present state o f  cartographic 
knowledge.

The annexes to the book  contain a list o f  m easures used  in the H absburg 
m onarchy, the scales o f  Austrian m aps, drawings presenting the instrum ents 
u sed  in surveying and m ap-draw ing as well as biographies o f  several score 
military cartographers active in the period discussed  by the author. Many 
contem porary m aps o f  Teschen Silesia are displayed in the text and on inserted 
leaves. (MM)

Jan K o z ł o w s k i ,  Straż ziem ska w  K rólestw ie Polskim w  l. 1867-1875  
(Country Guard in the Polish Kingdom in 1867-1875), “Przegląd Historyczny” 
(Warszawa), vol. XCI, 2000, No 4, pp. 5 1 9 -5 3 4 .

The author exam ines a new police form ation set up in 1866 to prosecute com m on 
offenders. The establishm ent o f  the form ation w as part o f  the Russian plan to 
reorganise the Polish Kingdom after the January 1 8 6 3 /6 4  uprising. The article 
is based m ainly on official Russian docum ents.

The country guard was established on the initiative o f Nicolai Milutin, an 
official responsible for the pacification o f  the Polish Kingdom after the uprising 
and for its unification with the Empire. It replaced the m unicipal and country 
police w hich w as dissolved. The guard w as subordinated directly to the governor 
general o f  the Kingdom . Kozłowski presents the function ing o f  the guard, laying 
stress on  the difficulties it experienced in the recruitm ent o f  personnel. M ilutln’s 
plan foresaw  that the guard w ould con sist o f  R ussians from the depth o f  the 
empire, o f  R ussian arm y's privates furloughed for an indefinite period or put on  
the reserve list. But difficulties soon  arose in the recruitm ent o f  proper candidates; 
as a result, the personnel fluctuated, especially in the period im m ediately after 
1866. The guard 's activity was also ham pered by financial difficulties, w hich 
frequently led to corruption  and bribery. Another factor w hich  had an adverse 
effect on the guard ’s efficiency w as its m em bers’ assim ilation to the Polish 
environm ent, and especially their m arriages with Polish w om en, which not 
infrequently m eant con tacts between the surveyors and the persons under 
surveillance.

Despite these difficulties, the guard ’s efficiency increased in time. A ccording 
to Kozłowski, the guard m ade it possible for the Russian authorities to increase 
their control and invlgilatlon o f  Polish society. W hen the guard had proved effective 
in the Polish Kingdom , analogous form ations were established in the central 
regions o f  the Russian  Empire. (MM)

Alicja K u l e c k a ,  Małgorzata O s i e c k a ,  D orota Z a m o j s k a ,  "... którzy  
naukę, cnotę, O jczyznę kochają". Znani i nieznani członkow ie Tow arzystw a  
K rólew skiego W arszaw skiego Przyjaciół Nauk. W dw usetną  rocznicę p ow sta ­
nia Tow arzystw a (“... those w ho loue science, virtue and the Motherland". The 
Known and Unknown M em bers o f  the Royal W arsaw  Society o f  the Friends 
o f  Science. On the Bicentenary o f  the Society's Foundation), W arszawa 2000, 
W ydawnictwo Archiwum  PAN, 383  pp., b ibllogr., indexes, illustr.

A m onograph dedicated to Poland’s oldest general scientific society w hich  existed 
in W arsaw in 1 8 0 0-1832 ; it is based on archival materials kept in the collections

www.rcin.org.pl



ABSTRACTS 357

o f  the Polish A cadem y o f  Sciences. The introduction  presents the h istory o f  the 
society, its organisational structure, its activity and a brief characterisation o f  its 
m em bers. Though Poland w as then a divided country ruled by  three partitioning 
pow ers, the W arsaw  Society o f the Friends o f  Science represented Polish science 
on  an all-Poland scale. The activities inspired and financed by the Society 
em braced  nearly all scientific disciplines; they were o f  m onum entous, som etim es 
even pioneering, im portance for m any disciplines o f  Polish science and learning 
(studies on  Polish language, history, especially econom ic history, geology, etc.). 
The Society prom oted new m ethods o f  collective scientific w ork and large-scale 
d iscu ssion s on  the sub jects  and m ethods o f  scientific work. It w as a lso engaged 
in reviving and popularising historical and cultural traditions, collecting m useum  
exhibits and organising patriotic celebrations. Evidence o f  this m any-sided  
activity can  be found in the inventory o f the Society ’s acts w hich, like the 
in troduction , has been  published in Polish, English, French, Germ an and Russian 
versions.

M ost space has been  dedicated to the biographies o f  the Society ’s m em bers. 
The Society attracted professional scholars and scientists, rich am ateurs —  
friends o f  science, writers and representatives o f  the political world from all Polish 
territories and a lso from foreign countries. A m ong its m em bers were such  
prom inent representatives o f  Polish science and culture as Stanisław  S t a s z i c ,  
Sam uel Bogum ił L i n d e ,  Tadeusz C z a c k i  and Julian Ursyn N i e m c e w i c z .  
Em inent scientists and writers from the w hole o f  Europe and the United States 
were its honorary or correspond ing m em bers, including J. W. G o e t h e, A. 
H u m b o l d t .  F . R . d e  C h a t e a u b r i a n d , L. G a y - L u  s s a c ,  Ján  K o l l á r and 
T. J e f f e r s o n .  The biographies in the b ook  recall the birth and death dates o f 
prom inent, less known and com pletely forgotten m em bers, the milieu they sprang 
from , their religion, upbringing, education , vocational work, main w orks and also 
their participation in the m ost im portant political events o f  their time. The result 
is a collective portrait o f  a group w hich  in the first years after the fall o f  the 
Polish-Lithuanian Com m onwealth undertook and successfu lly  im plem ented the 
great task o f  defending and strengthening Polish science and culture. (MM)

Elżbieta M a z u r ,  W yposa żen ie szpitali Królestw a Polskiego na pod sta w ie  
instrukcji rządow ej z 1842 roku (The Equipment o f  Hospitals in the Polish 
Kingdom, Estim ated on the B asis o f  the G overnm ent’s Instruction in 1842), 
“Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Materialnej” (Warszawa), vol. XLVIII, 2000, No
1-2 , pp. 4 1 -5 4 , sum . in English.

The author cites legal acts concern ing hospital m anagem ent in the Polish 
Kingdom , laying stress on  the Equipm ent o f  Charitable Institutions Act o f  1842. 
The act con sisted  m ostly o f  regulations for hospitals; they defined the require­
m ents for hospitals erected after 1842 and were the foundation  for the m odern i­
sation o f  existing hospitals.

The act defined in detail w hat the hospital building and its environm ent 
shou ld  be like; in accordance with an all-E uropean trend, hospitals were to be 
built on  the outskirts o f  towns, in an enclosed  green area. Equally detailed was 
the description  o f  w ards, sanitation arrangem ents (which however rarely perfor­
m ed their function  because o f  the lack o f  the sewage system  in towns), reception 
room s (then in troduced for the first time), operating theatres, hospital pharm a­
cies, m ortuaries, beds, equipm ent, bed  clothes and personal clothing for patients.

The author has tried to com pare the regulations with practice, usin g  as her 
exam ples the hospital in Kalisz (erected in 1870) and the Jewish and Holy Spirit 
hospitals in W arsaw  w hich  were transferred to new  buildings in the second  half 
o f  the 19th century. Despite the effects m ade by the m anagem ent o f  these 
hospitals to observe the regulations, reality departed far from the picture p resc­
ribed by  officials. As a rule, the num ber o f  blankets and bed clothes did not 
corresp ond  to the targets foreseen in the Instruction. The gap was frequently due 
to the absurdity  o f  the regulations, not to the indolence or in com petence o f
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hospital m anagem ents. The prescribed figures were som etim es com pletely deta­
ch ed  from  reality; for instance, accord ing to regulations hospitals shou ld  have 
four thick com bs for every 50 patients and the patients’ linen drawers were to last 
two years. The situation w as w orse in old hospitals, not all o f  which were 
m odernised in accordance with the new law.

The annex contains a list o f  hospital effects foreseen in the act, i.e. a detailed 
list o f  indispensable things and clothes per every 50  patients. (MM)

Andrzej M e i s s n e r ,  Spór o d uszę polskiego nauczyciela: sp ołeczeń stw o  
galicyjskie w ob ec  problem ów  kształcenia nauczycieli (Conflict over the Soul 
o f  the Polish Teacher: the Attitude o f  Galician Society toward the Training o f  
Teachers), Rzeszów 1999, W ydawnictwo WSP, series Galicja i Jej Dziedzic­
two, No 11, 380  pp., b i liogr., index o f  persons, annexes.

The b ook  presents the evolution o f  the idea and practice o f  teacher training in 
autonom ous Galicia in com parison  with the practice in other European countries. 
Three periods can  be distinguished in Galicia in this respect within the space o f 
several score years before W orld War I. From the 1860s to 1890, the education  
and training o f  teachers were an offshoot o f  the A ustrian -im posed concept. The 
teachers’ colleges set up at that time laboured under great difficulties, lacking 
appropriate prem ises and staff. In the 1880s the training o f  teachers and the 
didactic process in force in Galicia becam e a subject o f  public discussion . The 
progress o f civilisation m ade It necessary to develop a network o f  folk schools; the 
training o f teachers for these schools  becam e the main task o f  teachers’ colleges. 
The num ber o f  these colleges, including private ones, increased after 1890, but 
the system  o f education  did not change substantially. Its traditionalism , the 
absence o f  technical subjects and the undue role o f  religion were criticised both 
by  teachers and the general public. This criticism  led in 1907 to the adoption o f  
a law w hich  provided for a dualistic organisation o f  teachers’ colleges.

In the third period (190 7 -1 91 8 ) the system  o f training teachers was backed 
by  various form s o f  social training. These were years o f  political ferment in various 
fields, and teachers them selves becam e more active (especially those belonging 
to the Pedagogical Society in Galicia). At the sam e time, the W est European 
conception  o f  New E ducation in troduced revolutionary changes in the u nder­
standing o f  the ch ild ’s needs and, consequently , in the school system , forcing 
through changes in the profile o f  training.

M eissner says that the teachers’ colleges reflected problem s w hich concerned  
the w hole o f  Galician society during the era o f  autonom y: the function  o f  the 
teacher’s profession, the role o f  elem entary education  in the progress o f  civilisa­
tion, the desired developm ent o f  pedagogical science. Against this background he 
presents the principles o f  training, the system  o f  teachers’ colleges, their material 
and financial basis, and the Polish and Ukrainian teaching staff, paying special 
attention to teachers; writings (it is estim ated that about 25 per cen t o f  teachers 
w ho graduated from teachers’ colleges were engaged in scientific, literary or 
publicistic work). He a lso presents the pupils o f  state and private teachers’ 
colleges, the subject taught in these schools, the schoolbooks, and  the political 
activity o f  candidates for teachers. The author has m ade use o f  sch ool docum ents 
and reports, official acts, sch oolbook s and gu idebooks, proposals for educational 
reform s as well as periodicals and diaries. The annexes contain tables concern ing 
the function ing o f  teachers’ colleges and boarding schools, the teach ing staff as 
well as physicians and Catholic, Uniate and Jew ish catechists em ployed in 
teachers ’ colleges. (MM)

N ieznane losy uczestników  p ow sta ń  narodow ych 1 8 3 0-1831 , 1848, 1 8 6 3 -  
1864 (The Unknown Fate o f  Participants in the National Uprisings o f  1 8 3 0 -  
1831, 1848, 1863-1864), edited and prefaced by  Jan Z i ó ł e  k, Lublin 2000, 
Towarzystwo Naukowe Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego, 245  pp., 
index o f  persons.
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The 19th cen tu ry  uprisings have their own privileged place in Polish diaries and 
historical literature. The struggles for Independence, the oppression  o f  the 
defeated insurrectionists by  the partitioning pow ers, the history o f  the com bats, 
the fate o f  prisoners and the different experiences o f  the exiles to Siberia have 
been  repeatedly rem inisced by  eyew itnesses and exam ined by h istorians. M uch 
attention has a lso been paid to the cultural achievem ents o f  Polish em igrants, in 
particular to the Great Em igration after 1831 w hich included the greatest poets 
and thinkers o f  Polish Rom anticism . M uch less attention has been paid to the 
fate o f  ordinary expropriated Polish em igrants w ho looked for a ch ance to start a 
new  life in W estern Europe and w ho often had to ask charitable institutions for 
help. This is the gap filled by  this book.

The volum e opens with an historical outline o f  the political and charitable 
organisations set up by m em bers o f  the Great Em igration after the Novem ber 
Uprising. M ost space is dedicated to two organisations in France w hich helped 
not only p o s t -1 831 em igrés but also the successive waves o f  em igrants from  Polish 
territories in the 19th century: the Polish Ladies’ Charitable Society (set u p  in 
1834 and supported by m any French and British aristocratic ladies) and, in 
particular, the Taxation Society, later called the “H onour and Bread” institution. 
This organisation  w as set up in Paris in 1862 in order to aid elderly and sick 
veterans o f  the 1830-1831  uprising; it w as later changed into a retirement fund 
which helped all needy emigrants. The Institution was dissolved in 1932 and 
turned over its funds to the governm ent o f  independent Poland.

The greatest part o f  the b ook  con sists  o f  accou nts by insurrectionists and 
em igrants, life stories, rem iniscences as well as applications and requests lodged 
m ainly with the “H onour and Bread” Institution by participants in the Novem ber 
Uprising, the Springtim e o f  Nations and the January Uprising. They provide a 
great deal o f  inform ation on  the veterans’ participation in battles and com paigns 
as well as reflections and evaluations o f  events by people w ho had got involved in 
the national m ovem ent at a very early age and then assessed  their old enthusiasm  
through the prism  o f  later defeats, changes in life and privations. The m ost 
valuable and extensive accou n ts  present the u ps and dow ns o f  19th century Poles, 
forgotten by  their contem poraries and descendants, w ho benefited from  the help 
o f  charitable institutions set up abroad. (MM)

Stanisław  P i n k o w s k i ,  Wojna 1919 (The 1919 War), “Karta” (Warszawa)
2001, No 32, pp. 4 -2 3 .

Fragm ents o f  rem iniscences and unique photographs from the anti-bolshevik 
1 9 1 9 -1 9 2 0  cam paign  by  platoon leader Stanisław  Plnkowski. The rem iniscences 
cover the years 1 9 17-1920 . This is an interesting source for h istorians interested 
in Polish-Soviet relations during the first few years o f  Poland’s Independence. (MG)

W iesław P u  ś, Żydzi w Łodzi w latach zaborów  179 3-1 9 1 4  (Jew s in Łódź in
the Years o f  Poland ’s Captivity 1793-1914 ), Łódź 2001, W ydawnictwo Uni­
wersytetu Łódzkiego, pp ., illustr.

A lthough Łódź w as granted a town charter in the Middle Ages, its rapid develop­
m ent, extraordinary on  a European scale, did not take place until the 19th century 
thanks to the expansion  o f  the textile industry. In 1820, this small provincial town 
had only 766  inhabitants, in 1914 over half a million; this m ade Łódź the second  
largest city (after W arsaw) in the Polish K ingdom  and in all Polish territories. These 
years also w itnessed the growth o f  the Jew ish population, w hich took an active 
part in the developm ent o f  the city. W hereas only 11 Jew s lived in Łódź at the 
beginning o f  the period exam ined by the author, in 1914 Jews accou nted  for over 
30  per cent o f  the population. The influx o f  Jews into the city w as particularly 
strong after 1840; at first they cam e m ainly from the Polish Kingdom , after 1882 
from  the w hole o f  the R ussian Empire (in 1885-1 9 1 4  nearly 40 ,000  Russian  Jews 
settled in Łódź).
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In the first chapter the author analyses the reasons w hy Jews settled in Łódź, 
their legal situation, territorial origin, their num ber and occupational structure 
as well as their distribution in the city. He also d iscusses the nam es spitefully 
given to Jew s by  Prussian officials in Prussian Poland after 1797 (both Łódź and 
W arsaw belonged then to Prussia).

In the next two chapters Puś presents the participation o f  Jew s in the city’s 
econ om ic cultural and educational life. He em phasises that the extraordinary 
developm ent o f  the city was possible thanks to the co-operation  o f  the Jewish 
population, w hich  frequently played the leading role. In addition to big factory 
ow ners and financiers w ho gave rise to entire dynasties (the Poznanskis, Silber­
steins, S achses and others), there were m any Jew ish booksellers, publishers, 
journalists, artists, pioneer photographers and filmm akers in Łódź. Som e o f  them 
were co -arch itects  o f  Jew ish culture, but the work o f m any is an integral part o f 
Polish 19th and 20th century culture. In the last chapter the author presents 
various form s o f  the Łódź Jew s’ social and political activity, the Jewish com m une 
and its work, social organisations (especially the very active charitable societies) 
and the participation o f  Jews in Jew ish and Polish political organisations. (MM)

Franciszka R a m o t o w s k a ,  “Tajem ne" państw o w Powstaniu Styczniow ym  
186 3 -1 8 6 4 . Struktura organizacyjna (The “S ecret” Polish State during the 
January Uprising o f  1863-1864 . Its Organisational Structure), Part 2, W ar­
szawa 2000, DIG, 514  pp., indexes.

This is the second  volum e o f  a m onum ental m onograph which presents the 
organisation o f  secret Polish adm inistration during the 1 8 63-1864  uprising, the 
m ost im portant insurrectionary cam paigns and decisive battles. As regards the 
scope o f  the book  and the wealth o f  m aterials used  by  the author, this is truly a 
pioneering work. The book  supplem ents the firts volum e published by DIG in 1999 
w hich d iscu ssed  the structure and activity o f  the National Organisation in the 
Polish Kingdom and in the Lithuanian and Byelorussian territories.

In the second  volum e the author focuses on the structure o f  the insurrec­
tionary organisation in Galicia and Ukraine, the m ost im portant military en cou n ­
ters, and the diplom atic events w hich  took  place there parallel to the fighting in 
other Polish regions. In the first part o f  the volum e Ram otowska deals with 
consp iracy  in Austrian Poland w hich  w as not involved in fighting but was an 
im portant military and political hinterland o f  the insurrection. In the second part 
she presents the organisational structure o f  the insurrection and insurrectionary 
activities in Ruthenian territories where the events were o f  a specific character 
because Poles were not a n um erous group there and were far away from the main 
centres o f  Polish national life. R am otow ska depicts the influence w hich the 
successive insurrectionary governm ents in W arsaw had In Galicia and Ukraine, 
and the structure o f  the regional authorities, drawing attention to the specific 
character o f  local conditions and o f  the authorities established there.

Like the first volum e, Ram otow ska’s new  book  is based on  a welath o f 
sources, m any o f  w hich have not yet been used , su ch  as docum ents o f  the 
conspiratorial National Organisation 1863-1864 , publicistic writings from the 
time o f  the uprising, diaries, accou nts  by  participants in those events and 
depositions m ade before Russian and Austrian investigating com m issions. (MM)

Marek R e z l e r ,  Hipolit Cegielski 1 8 1 5 -1 8 6 8 , Poznań 2000, W ydawnictwo 
Biblioteki Publicznej w  Poznaniu, 201 pp., bibliogr., illustr.

The b ook  presents the founder o f  Great Poland’s industry, a pioneer o f  “organic” 
w ork (work to raise the country ’s social, econom ic and cultural level) in Great 
Poland against the background o f  the epoch , h is milieu, his fam ily ties and his 
friendships. D uring the first few years o f  his m ature life Cegielski, a classical 
philologist, prom inent linguist, doctor o f  ph ilosophy o f  Berlin University, w orked 
as a teacher in a secondary school in Poznań. D ism issed from his post by  the
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Prussian auhtorities in 1846, he not on ly succeeded  in gaining prom inence in a 
com pletely  different field but a lso found a group o f  similar enthusiasts in Poznań 
w ho saw  a chance for the Poles’ national developm ent under Prussian rule in the 
spread o f  education , construction  o f  industrial w orks, in raising the m aterial level 
o f  life and civilisation.

Rezler exam ines the successive stages o f  Cegielski’s life from his birth in an 
im poverished noble fam ily living in a village in Great Poland. The initial chapters 
deal with Cegielski ’s work as a linguist and teacher before 1846, and his 
participation in the revolutionary events o f  1846-1848 . In 1846, having been 
forced to leave h is teaching post, Cegielski founded a factory o f  agricultural 
m ach ines and im plem ents w hich  soon  becam e a large industrial plant. At the 
sam e time he took part in Poznań ’s s o c io -cu ltural life, becom ing one o f  the m ost 
prom inent ideologues and prom otors o f  “organ ic” work; in 1848 he set up the first 
dally paper in Poznań; he w as co -fou n d er o f  Poznań ’s Society o f  the Friend o f 
S cience and supported m any initiatives aim ed at raising the econ om ic and social 
level o f  the province. Rezler describes Cegielski’s family and societal circle as well 
as his con n ection s  and friendships w hich linked him to practically the whole 
intellectual elite o f  Poznań. The author also presents the legacy o f  his hero, the 
fate o f  Cegielski’s firm and fam ily in the 19th and 20th  centuries. (MM)

Kazimiera Paulina R o g o w s k a ,  Pamiętnik w arszaw skiej pensjonarki (Diary 
o f  a W arsaw  Schoolgirl), ed. Edward T r y j  a r s k i, W arszawa 2000, W ydaw­
nictw o DIG, 208 p p ., indexes, illustr.

The author o f  the diary died at the age o f  21 (184 3 -1 86 4 ) w ithout accom plish ing 
anyth ing m ore in her lifetime than finishing a girls’ school, falling in love with her 
cou sin -stu d en t, and keeping notes from D ecem ber 1861 to April 1863. But in 
view o f  their authenticity, keen observations and the uncom m on  time when 
Rogow ska w as reaching maturity, the notes are an interesting and original source 
w hich, despite the banal title o f  the book , can  be o f use in historical research.

Rogow ska ’s diary provides a great deal o f  inform ation on  school life at that 
time and, in particular, on  patriotic dem onstrations preceding the January 
U prising o f  1863, the arrests and deportations, house searches, patriotic religious 
services and all kinds o f  illegal activities. Rogow ska dedicates m uch  space in her 
diary to conspiratorial and insurrectionary questions, and presents her relatives, 
friends and acquain tances w ho took part in the preparations for the January 
U prising and later played an active role in it. All this is presented against the 
backgrou nd o f  the author’s and her sisters’ daily occupations, su ch  as the sow ing 
o f  shirts for insurrectionists and the scraping o f  linen to obtain lint.

The Diary a lso contains a second  layer w hich  is independent (or alm ost 
independent) o f  the events w hich  occu p ied  people ’s m inds in 1 8 6 1-1863 ; it 
presents the cu stom s o f  the day. Rogow ska w as the daughter o f  a landow ner; her 
m other, a representative o f  a prom inent W arsaw family, returned to her native 
town after her h u sb a n d ’s death. The author’s family w as thus a specific interm e­
diary betw een social strata. Landowners and W arsaw burghers, m erchants, 
ow ners o f  tenem ent h ouses, physicians, civil servants and representatives o f  new 
trades, e.g. ow ners o f  photographic studios, thread their way through the Diary’s 
pages. An im portant place is occu p ied  by  relatives o f  the author’s m other, Emilia 
née Lentz (Lenc), and especially her brother, Konstanty Lentz, a prosperous 
m erchant, father o f  the prom inent painter Stanisław. The charm ing unpretentio­
u s  description  o f  fam ily celebrations supplem ent the descriptions o f  a public 
character. The result is a rich, versatile picture o f  the years 1 8 61-1863 , o f  the 
challenges, worries and em otions o f  those days, drawn by  a passive bu t watchful 
participant in those events. (MM)

Piotr S z l a n t a ,  Opinia publiczna K rólestw a Polskiego w obec w ojny burskiej 
(1 8 9 9 -1 90 2 ) (The Attitude o f  Public Opinion in the Polish Kingdom to the Boer
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War, 1899-1902 ), “Przegląd Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. XCI, 2000, No 4, 
pp. 5 3 5 -5 5 0 .

On the basis o f  the press (mainly W arsaw Journals), diaries and publicistic 
writings the author presents the attitude o f  public opin ion  in the Polish Kingdom 
to the war w hich  was being waged in South Africa by the British and the Boers. 
Poles took a great interest in the war and public opin ion  alm ost unanim ously 
declared its sym pathy for the D utch settlers, applauding their successes and 
condem ning British aggression. The public saw an analogy between the fight 
waged by  a small nation for freedom against a  m uch  stronger enem y and the Poles’ 
situation under the rule o f  the partitioning powers. Press articles presented the 
Boers as exem plary patriots, courageous and tenacious soldiers w ho were su p ­
ported in the fight by faithful, m odest, brave and energetic w om en. The Boers 
were so  popular that costum es imitating the uniform s o f  Boer generals cou ld  be 
frequently seen at carnival balls, portraits o f  Boer com m anders were displayed in 
shop w indow s, and a W arsaw hotel was nam ed “Pretoria” . Funds were raised for 
the w ounded and for the widows and orphans o f  Boer soldiers killed in action (the 
Lutheran ch urch  in W arsaw led in the collection  o f  money) and several score 
Polish voluntaries went to South Afric.a to fight in Boer ranks or work as doctors 
and nurses.

This unanim ous choir o f  encom ium  to the Boers eclipsed the voices o f  a few 
intellectuals w ho defended the British cause in the South  African conflict. 
Prom inent publicists, such  as Bolesław  P r u s  and Aleksander Ś w i ę t o c h o w ­
s k i .  pointed to the civilisatlonal merits o f  the British and accu sed  the Boers o f  
ruthlessly oppressing Africa’s black  population. The well known pianist Ignacy 
Paderewski gave a concert for the benefit o f  the British army, and the novelist 
Henryk S i e n k i e w i c z  refused to sign the appeal for an im mediate ceasefire, 
w hich was prepared by  the Austrian pacifist Bertha von Suttner on  behalf o f 
European intellectuals. (MM)

M irosław U s t r z y c k i ,  Pom iędzy konserw atyzm em  a nacjonalizmem. Podo- 
lacy w obec kw estii narodow ej na w si w schodniogalicyjskiej na przełom ie XIX 
i X X  w. (do 1908) (B etw een  Conservatism  and Nationalism. The Attitude o f  
the Podolians to the National Question in the E ast Galician Countryside at the 
Turn o f  the 19th Century, up to 1908), “Przegląd W schodn i” (Warszawa), vol. 
VI, 2000, No 3, pp. 47 7 -4 9 8 .

The Podolians’ party was a political grouping o f  conservative landow ners in 
Eastern Galicia. At the end o f the 1860s it becam e an influential, though not very 
coherent, political force. The m ovem ent w as the m ost cohesive in the years 
1 8 8 8-1905 , when it was headed by  W ojciech  D zieduszycki. In h istorical literature 
the Podolians are defined as the m ost retrogressive and hard line group o f  Galician 
conservatives, as a group that w as firmly opp osed  to the Ukrainian national 
m ovem ent.

But the Podolians had an am bivalent attitude to the Ukrainian question; 
their attitude oscillated between refusal to recognise the Ukrainians as a separate 
nation and con sen t to granting the Ukrainian language the right o f  scientific and 
literary developm ent. At the turn o f  the 19th century, the growth o f  the Ukrainian 
peasants’ national con sciou sn ess  forced the conservatives to change their w ay o f  
thinking. A very im portant role in this respect w as played by  peasant strikes in 
1902. Having to ch oose  between ideology and political necessity, they cam e closer 
to nationalism ; they becam e aware o f  the existence o f  Polish peasants in Eastern 
G alician villages and accepted them as allies in the strugglle against Ukrainian 
peasants. This w as the beginning o f  the grouping ’s disintegration. Som e Podolians 
m ade friends with the nationalistic National D em ocratic Party, others with the 
conservative Stańczyk group. Their decline w as sealed by  their defeat in the 
elections to the C ouncil o f  State in 1907 and by the shock  they experienced w hen
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the governor o f  Galicia, Andrzej Potocki, w as assassinated by  a Ukrainian student 
in 1908. (MM)

D anuta Z a w a d z k a ,  Pokolenie klęski 1812 roku: o Antonim M alczewskim  
i odludkach (The Generation Stam ped by the 1812 D efeat: Antoni M alczew ski 
and the R ecluses), W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo IBL, 294 pp., index o f  
persons.

The author show s the fate o f  the generation stam ped by  the 1812 defeat and its 
place in Polish culture and literature, taking the m ost im portant Polish pre-R o- 
m antic poetic novel, Antoni M a l c z e w s k i ’s Maria (1825), as an exam ple. She 
focu ses  on  M alczewski and the reception o f  his poem  in the first half o f  the 19th 
century; she a lso  tries to re -interpret Maria through the prism  o f  the historical 
experiences o f  M alczewski, w ho took part in N apoleonic wars.

M alczewski w as a prom inent representative o f  the generation w hose m om en­
tous experience w as N apoleon ’s defeat in 1812 and the fall o f  the D uchy o f 
W arsaw. This generation also included a group o f  poets w ho were soldiers o f  the 
Polish Legions at the beginning o f  the 19th century, its m ain representatives being 
Cyprian G o d e b s k i  and W incenty R e k l e w  s k i. M yths and legends arose over 
the tim es in w hich  they lived. But Zawadzka draws attention to the gap between 
the bios and the logos o f  the Napoleonic era, between the living h istory and the 
m odel o f  historical con sc iou sn ess  perpetuated in the m em ory o f  succeeding 
generations. A “N apoleonic” reading o f  Maria  m akes it possible to preceive the 
authentic experiences shared by the 1812 generation. Its m em bers saw the 
disintegration o f  the old world, they shared the soldiers’ tragic experiences and 
longed for the idyll o f  the old C om m onwealth. The chaos o f  the reality surrounding 
them , the dom inant features o f w hich  were a break with the past and uncertainty 
o f  the future, had an im pact on  literature, both  as regards its subjects and 
con stru ction  (according to Zawadzka, the constructional w eakness o f  Maria is the 
result o f  M alczewski’s disorderly vision o f  the world).

The generation w hich  w itnessed the defeat in 1812 played an Important role 
in the h istory o f  Polish literature, in the collective sensitivity and con sc iou sn ess  
o f  Poles in the 19th century. The w orks o f  the poets o f  that generation (especially 
M alczewski’s Maria ) prepared the ground for Rom anticism  and brought forward 
its com ing, but it was the next generation that made the breakthrough. The poets 
o f  the 1812 generation were either killed in Napoleonic wars (like G odebski and 
Reklewski) or fell into oblivion. (MM)

MODERN TIMES 
(1919-1939)

M arek F i g u r a ,  Konf l ikt polsko-ukraiński w  prasie POlski Zachodniej w  la­
tach 1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 3  (The Polish-Ukrainian Conflict in the Press o f  W estern  Poland 
in 1918-1923 ), Poznań 2001, W ydawnictwo Poznańskie, 361 pp.

The author has exam ined the interpretations o f  the Polish-U krainian conflict 
w hich  appeared in the press o f  all political factions, from the right to the socialists, 
in Great Poland, Upper Silesia and Pom erania. The b ook  has four chapters in 
w hich  the con flict is presented chronologically. Chapter I show s reactions to the 
Treaty o f  Brest and the outbreak o f  the Polish-U krainian war for Lwów. Chapter
II presents interpretations o f  the battles for Eastern Galicia and Volhynia. Chapter
III deals with events between the arm istice and the Treaty o f  Riga; the last chapter 
con cern s the period between the Treaty o f  Riga and the decision  o f  the A m bassa­
d ors ’ C ouncil o f  1923, when the frontier established at Riga w as finally recognised.

Figura tries to present all aspects o f  the Polish-U krainian conflict. He points 
ou t that in 1 9 1 9 -1 9 2 3  the National D em ocratic and Christian D em ocratic press 
deliberately created a negative image o f  the Ukrainians as nation prone to 
atrocities and anarchy. This im age w as a replica o f  the picture o f  the savage
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C ossack  rabble from the time o f  the Polish-U krainian war o f  1648 and o f  the 
slaughter o f  Polish noblem en by  Ukrainian peasants at H um ań (Uman), a picture 
perpetuated by  Polish literature. Advocates o f  Polish-U krainian co-operation  
referred to Jagellonian traditions in their pro-U krainian opin ions but, in Figura ’s 
opin ion , they adopted a patronising tone w hich ham pered dialogue between Poles 
and Ukrainians during the inter-w ar years .(MG)

Piotr G o n t a r c z y k ,  Pogrom? Zajścia p o lsk o -żyd ow sk ie  w  Przytyku 9 mar­
ca  1936 r. Mity. Fakty. Dokum enty (A Pogrom? Polish-Jewish Incidents at 
P rzytyk on March 9, 1936. M yths. Facts. Docum ents), Biała Podlaska-Prusz- 
ków  2000, ed. R ekonkw ista-R achocki i S -ka , 385  pp.

On M arch 9, 1936 a conflict broke out betw een the Polish and Jewish com m unities 
at Przytyk near Radom . Three persons were killed: a Pole and a Jew ish couple. 
More than 20 persons were injured. The incident has also far been  interpreted as 
a pogrom . G ontarczyk holds the view that the events were m uch  m ore com plex  
and cannot be interpreted schem atically. In his view the nationality con flict at 
Przytyk w as brought about by a tangle o f  events in w hich both  sides, the Poles 
and the Jews, resorted to violence. Gontarczyk adm its that the events at Przytyk 
were in fluenced by the growing enm ity between Poles and Jew s in the 1930s. He 
blam es activists o f  the National Party for inciting nationality conflicts.

The book  has two parts. In the first the author describes the developm ent o f 
events in detail; in the second he presents source materials: the official corre ­
spondence o f  starosts and volevodes, police reports, press articles, the Judgement 
o f  the regional court in Radom  and its reasons for it. Finally, he com pares his own 
con clu sion s with the descriptions o f  the events In the m em orial book  o f  Radom  
Jew s and in E ncyclopaedia Judaica. (MG)

Ewa M a J, Zw iązek Ludow o-N arodow y 1919-1928 . Studium z dziejów  myśli 
politycznej (The P eop le ’s National Union 191 9 -1 9 2 8 . A  study in the history o f  
political thought), Lublin 2000, W ydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Marli C u rie -  
Skłodowskiej , 503  pp.

A detailed m onograph  presenting one o f  the m ost im portant national political 
parties, the People’s National Union (ZLN), w hich existed in 191 9 -1 9 2 8 . The 
arrangem ent o f  the book  is them atic, but inconsistent. The book  has eight 
chapters. In the first the author describes the circum stances in w hich  the ZLN 
w as set up, its organisational structure and the political stance o f  its m em bers 
before and after the cou p  d ’état o f  May 1926. The author does not begin to d iscu ss  
the question  o f  the ZLN's political thought until Chapter 2 w hich  depicts the 
intellectual inspiration o f  ZLN's Ideology. In the next chapters the author inter­
prets the conception  o f  the nation in National D em ocratic publicistic writings and 
the cu ltural and political aspects o f  ZLN's attitude to national m inorities. She then 
d iscu sses the U nion’s conception  o f  the political system , econ om y and foreign 
policy. In the last chapter she returns to the conception  o f  the nation to show  the 
U nion’s vision o f  a national state. This arrangem ent gives rise to doubts and  so 
does the w ay in w hich Maj  presents the views o f  the U nion’s m em bers. W hat is 
characteristic o f  the book  is the author’s avoidance o f  value Judgem ents. The b ook  
is rich in facts but the author’s interpretation is controversial. (MG)

Grzegorz M a z u r ,  Problem pacyfikacji M ałopolski W schodniej w  1930  r. (The 
Pacification o f  Eastern Little Poland in 1930), “Zeszyty H istoryczne” , B ibliote­
ka “Kultury” (Paris), vol. 514, Paryż 2001, Instytut Literacki, pp. 3 -4 8 .

The Organisation o f  Ukrainian Nationalists set up at the beginning o f  1929 
planned to establish an independent, united Ukrainian state. It tried to achieve 
this aim by  terroristic actions against the Poles and Ukrainians w ho favoured an 
understanding with the Polish side. The best known acts  o f  terror were the 
assassination  o f  Tadeusz Hołówko in 1931 and o f  the Polish m inister for internal
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affairs, B ronisław  Pieracki, in 1934. In reply to this wave o f  terroristic actions, 
the Polish authorities decided to pacify Eastern Little Poland.

The pacification started in the autum n o f  1930. H ouses and farm buildings 
(cow sheds, stables, barns, cellars) belonging to Ukrainians were searched for 
w eapons, military equipm ent and inflam m able materials. Persons suspected  of 
co-operating  with the terrorists were arrested. Mazur em phasises that the ca m ­
paign, though brought about by  Ukrainian terrorism , was carried ou t within 
unnecessary  brutality, w hich  only in creased enmity between the two com m u ni­
ties. (MG)

Andrzej N o w a k ,  Polska i trzy Rosje. Studium polityki w schodniej Józefa  
Piłsudskiego (do kwietnia 1920 roku) (Poland and Three Russias. A  Study o f  
J ó ze f  Piłsudski's Eastern Policy, up to April 1920), Kraków 2001, wyd. 
ARCANA, 644  pp.

The book  presents Józef Piłsudsk i’s eastern policy. The three Russias referred to 
in the title are different visions o f  im perial Russia: white, red, and dem ocratic. 
They are personified by three politicians: Denikin, Lenin and Savinkov. In his 
endeavours to rebuild the Polish state Piłsudski was faced with the problem  o f 
relations with Russia. The author presents the endeavours to establish a dialogue 
with the W hites and the Reds, w hich  all ended in failure. Neither the W hites nor 
the Reds wanted to recognise Poland’s right to full Independence and sovereignty. 
Nor were they ready to renounce the territories seized by  R ussia after 1772. A 
different attitude w as taken by  Boris Savinkov, a dem ocratic Russian politician.

After the February Revolution Savinkov w as arm y com m isar on  the south ­
western front. After the fall o f  the Provisional Governm ent he endeavoured to 
impart dynam ism  to anti-bolshevik  activities. He set up an anti-bolshevik  orga­
nisation, Union for the Defence o f  the M otherland and Freedom . W hen the 
organisation failed to meat his expectations, he Joined the emigré R ussian  Political 
C ouncil in Paris. In 1919 his em issary acquainted Piłsudski with Savinkov’s idea 
to rebuild an anti-bo lsh ev ik  dem ocratic R ussia  with the help o f  Poland. As regards 
frontiers, Savinkov offered the Poles m ore than any other Russian politician. 
However, since Savinkov lacked a political and military base, the Polish side 
adopted an attitude o f  reserve. The subsequent events in the civil war in Russia 
proved that there w as no third force between the bolsheviks and the anti-Polish 
Whites.

Nowak's b ook  on  Poland’s policy towards R ussia in the first years o f  Poland’s 
independence is the m ost exhaustive study to have been  published so  far. The 
author has m ade use o f sources gathered in New York, W arsaw, Cracow , Paris 
and M oscow . (MG)

Piotr O k u l i  c z, Koncepcja  “m iędzym orza ” w  myśli i prak tyce obozu  Józefa  
Piłsudskiego w  latach 1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 6  (The “Intersea A rea ” Idea in the Political 
Thought and Practice o f  J ó ze f  Piłsu d sk i’s  Camp in 1919-1926 ), Poznań 2001, 
W ydawnictwo Poznańskie, 4 17  pp.

One o f  the m ost im portant problem s o f  the Polish state reborn in 1918 w as the 
threat posed by  R ussia. The circles rallied round Józef Piłsudski evolved a foreign 
policy idea called the intersea area. It provided for the establishm ent o f  a military 
alliance with Finland in the north, and Ukraine and the C aucasian  states in the 
south. It w as believed that the creation o f  su ch  a “safety belt” w ould guarantee 
Poland’s security in the east. Piotr O kullcz’s book  is the first m onograph to present 
the developm ent o f  the in tersea conception  during the dynam ically changing 
political reality in Europe in the 1920s. On the basis o f  a solicitous exam ination 
o f  sources, archival docum ents, letters, diaries and publicistic writings, the 
author depitcts the successive stages o f  the conception , until its collapse in 1925.

A ccording to Okulicz, the process w as started in 1921 w hen Poland signed 
the Riga Treaty w hich put an end to the war with Soviet Russia. The Treaty
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sanctioned one o f  the worst variants foreseen by Piłsudski: a com m on  Polish -R us- 
sian frontier. The intersea conception  was then m odified. The place o f  Ukraine 
w as taken by  allied Rom ania, but the Baltic states, Estonia, Latvia and Finland, 
were to con tinue to be Poland's partners in the north. After 1921,  Poland’s foreign 
policy  was directed by politicians outside Piłsudsk i’s circle: they were more 
interested in the norm alisation o f  relations with Czechoslovakia (which were tense 
after the Czech invasion o f  Teschen Silesia in 1918 and anti-Polish  incident during 
the Polish-Soviet war in 1920) and in tightening the alliance with France than in 
an alliance with Baltic states. This change in Poland’s foreign policy w as a ccom ­
panied by  the passivity o f  the Piłsudski cam p, w hose leaders con fided them selves 
to criticising the Ministry o f  Foreign Affairs in their press. The year 1925 m arked 
the end o f  the intersea idea. This was due to the appointm ent o f  new  foreign 
m inisters in Latvia and Estonia, to Finland’s rapprochem ent to Sw eden and 
Norway, and the destabilisation o f  the system  o f  security in E urope after the 
Locarno treaties. (MG)

Posłow ie i senatorow ie R zeczpospolitej Polskiej 1919-1939 . Słownik biogra­
f ic z n y  (Sejm D eputies and Senators o f  the Polish Republic 1 9 1 9 -1 9 3 9 . Bio­
graphical Dictionary), vol. II, E -J , ed. Andrzej Krzysztof K u n e r t ,  W arszawa 
2000, W ydawnictwo Sejm owe, 356  pp.

This is the second  o f  five planned volum es. It presents the life stories o f  m ore than
2 ,000  persons w ho were m em bers o f  the Polish parliam ent in the inter-w ar years. 
The volum e a lso includes supplem entations and corrections to first volum e. What 
is noticeable is the presence o f  m any wom en parliam entarians w ho have been 
little known to the public. The dictionary is o f  invaluable help in studies on 
Poland's h istory in the twenty inter-w ar years. (MG)

W ym iana w ięźniów  politycznych  pom iędzy II Rzeczpospolitą a Sowietami 
w okresie m iędzywojennym . D okum enty i m ateriały (Exchange o f  Political 
Prisoners b etw een  the Second Republic o f  Poland and the Soviets during the 
Interwar Period. Docum ents and Materials), ed. W ojciech  M a t e r s k i, W ar­
szawa 2000, W ydawnictwo Instytutu Studiów  Politycznych PAN. 294  pp.

This is the first set o f  docum ents and materials concern ing the interwar exchange 
o f  political prisoners by  the USSR and Poland to have been  published in Polish 
historiography. The volum e contains a rich collection  o f  m ultifarious source 
m aterials. In addition to diplom atic correspondence and lists o f  prisoners w ho 
were to be exchanged , it in cludes extracts from press articles, m em oirs, diaries, 
letters as well as notes by  professional politicians and ordinary citizens involved 
in the 20th century 's great history. The m ain part o f  the m aterials com es from 
the Archives o f M odern Records, the Russian State Archives o f  Socio-Political 
History, and the Archives o f  the R ussian Federation.

The legal and formal foundations for an exchange o f  political prisoners were 
laid by  the 1921 Treaty o f  Riga w hich terminated the Polish -B olshev ik  war and 
established the eastern frontier o f  the reborn S econd Republic. The Polish side 
w as interested in the release o f  prisoners o f  war, the civilian population  im priso­
ned for “bad social descent”, and Polish priests w ho rem ained in the territories 
occu p ied  by Soviet authorities. The Soviet lists contained the nam es o f  Polish 
com m unists  and other persons indicted by  Polish courts for anti-state activity 
during the 1920s war. In later years both  states added the nam es o f  their m ost 
im portant intelligence agents and inform ers.

For well understandable reasons, the Polish authorities did not want the 
details o f  the exchange to be publicised . Som e o f  Poland’s diplom atic m oves were 
kept in strict secrecy. The Russian side used  inform ation on  the release o f  
com m unists for propaganda purposes.

The lists as well as the accou nts o f  brutal persecu tions o f  civilian population, 
deportations to labour cam ps and con fiscations o f  property exp ose the totalitarian
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character o f  Soviet rule. This is why the m aterials can  be used  in research that 
goes far beyond the exchange o f  political prisoners. (MG)

Jolanta Ż y n d u l ,  Państw o w P aństw ie? Autonomia narodowo-kulturalna  
w Europie Ś rodkow o-W schodniej (A State in the State? National and Cultural 
Autonom y in E ast-C entral Europe), W arszawa 2000, Wyd. DIG, 258  pp.

The idea o f  cultural and national autonom y w as born  in the m ulticultural, 
m ultiethnic H absburg m onarchy at the end o f  the 19th century. Its authors, the 
Austrian socialists, believed that the transfer o f  a part o f  law -m aking pow ers to 
the national m inorities m ight save the m onarchy from disintegration. The H abs­
burg  m on arch y disintegrated after W orld War I, but the problem  o f  national 
m inorities rem ained one o f  the m ost im portant problem s in the reborn states 
during the twenty interwar years.

The title o f  Jolanta Żyndul’s book  echoes the assertions o f  critics w ho tried 
to repudiate the idea o f  autonom y because o f  its dangerous decentralising 
tendencies. The author d issociates herself from  these opin ions and paints a fair 
picture o f  the genesis and various variants o f  national m inorities’ autonom y in 
the 20th  century. She says at the outset that she is m ost interested in the 
autonom y o f  Jew ish com m unities. This is w hy the largest part o f  the book  
con cern s the con cept o f  Jew ish autonom y in the years preceding W orld War I and 
in the interwar years. In Chapter I the author analyses the con cepts o f  autonom y 
in the proposals o f  the Zionists, the Jew ish Bund and Jew ish intellectuals. In 
another chapter she show s how  the question o f  autonom y w as reflected in 
parliam entary debates on  the constitution, in educational policy and in the 
function ing o f  Jewish com m unities in the Second Republic. The next chapters 
deal with the problem  o f autonom y in the debates o f the E uropean C ongresses o f 
National Minorities in the 1920s and the German policy towards the m inorities 
before and after 1933. The last chapter con cerns the national and cultural 
autonom y o f  national m inorities after W orld War II.

The interwar period Is presented the m ost extensively in the book . Particu­
larly interesting are the sections dealing with Jew ish com m unities w hich m ight 
have becom e the basic link in an autonom ous national structure. The author 
show s the Polish élites’ negative attitude to any restrictions o f  the state’s com p e­
tence in favour o f  national minorities as well as the lack  o f  consolidated support 
for autonom y in the Jew ish com m unity, w hich was unable to com e to an 
u nderstanding on  such  basic questions as the place o f religion in an autonom ous 
structure and the choice  o f  language.

The abundance o f  sources on  w hich  the b ook  is based and the com prehensive 
analysis o f  the problem  will undoubted ly  Interest historians o f  m entality and 
h istorians o f  ideas. (MG)

WORLD WAR II
Helena O w s i a n y ,  Polacy w lagrach rosyjskiej północy. W św ietle relacji, 
listów  i dokum entów  (Poles in North R ussian Capms in the Light o f  Accounts, 
Letters and Docum ents), W arszawa 2000, Slawistyczny O środek W ydawni­
czy, 374  pp ., illustr., bibliogr.

The b ook  is the result o f  the author's long co-operation  with the Russian M em orial 
Society, a research  and charitable organisation. Thanks to the Society, the author 
got a ccess  to previously unknow n  docum ents on  Soviet cam ps. A m ong other 
m aterials, she has exam ined the collections o f  the Polish Red C ross branch  in 
M oscow , kept in the Archives o f  the Soviet Federation (GARF). Search for the traces 
o f  Poles im prisoned on  the Solovetski islands and an analysis o f  the establishm ent 
o f  the cam p system  in that region (SLON cam ps) are the core o f  the book . To 
present this, the author has m ade use o f  the correspondence o f  Polish prisoners, 
their rem iniscences and accou nts. She has also used studies In m any languages.
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Thanks to this, she has found previously unknow n inform ation on  the lives of 
Poles in Soviet cam p s from the m om ent they were set up. (DJ)

W ładysław  S i e m a s z k o ,  Ewa S i e m a s z k o ,  Ludobójstw o d okonane przez  
nacjonalistów  ukraińskich na ludności polskiej Wołynia 1 9 3 9 -1 9 4 5  (The 
G enocide Committed by Ukrainian Nationalists on Polish Population in Volhy- 
nia 1939-1945 ), introduction  by Ryszard S z a w ł o w s k l ,  W arszawa 2000, 
W ydawnictwo von Borowiecky, vols. I-II, 1440 pp., 78 phot., bibllogr., index 
o f  p laces.

A m onum ental work based on an extrem ely extensive research into sources. It 
docum ents the crim e com m itted by  Ukrainian nationalists in V olhynia in 1939- 
1945. The authors have exam ined 1,686 accou n ts, letters and lists o f  m urdered 
persons assem bled in archives and in collections o f  social organisations and 
private persons; they have included eye-w itness ’ rem arks on fragm ents o f  their 
book . They have researched docum ents in the Archives o f  the C hief Com m ission  
for the Investigation o f  Crime againts the Polish Nation —  Institute o f  National 
Rem em brance, the KARTA Centre —  Eastern Archives, archives o f  the Centre o f 
Soldiers o f  the Home Arm y’s 27th Volhynian Infantry Division, o f  the Institute o f 
the History o f  the Peasant M ovem ent, the Military Historical Institute, the Jewish 
Historical Institute and Church  archives. The authors have also exam ined 
docum ents issued by the C hief Com m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against 
the Polish Nation in the course o f  its investigations (136 docum ents), docum ents 
and decisions o f  law courts in 204 declaration o f death cases; 35 b ook s o f  22 
Rom an Catholic parishes o f  the Łuck diocese with lists o f  m urdered persons; 132 
replies to questionnaries concerning the m ass graves o f  persons m urdered in 
Volhynia, circulated by the Centre o f Soldiers o f  the Home Arm y’s 27th  Volhynian 
Infantry Division am ong form er inhabitants o f  Volhynia; 57 docum ents o f  the 
Polish U nderground State, consisting o f  materials o f  the Inform ation and Propa­
ganda Bureau o f  the Home Arm y’s Suprem e C om m and, and reports o f  various 
cells o f  the Home Arm y and the Governm ent’s Delegate Office for Poland, reports 
o f  the M inistry o f  Internal Affairs o f  the Polish governm ent in exile in London from 
archives and private collections; more than 360  books, press articles and studies. 
The m ost im portant are the descriptions o f  events, w hich are arranged territorially 
and chronologically. In addition to the nam e o f  the place and its approxim ate 
nationality structure, each  description con tains inform ation on  the acts o f  terror 
com m itted there, counteractions (m ounting o f  guards, warning system s, skirm ­
ishes and battles, the casualties): the num bers accom panying each description  
refer the reader to the sources m entioned in the Bibliography at the end o f  the 
book . The second  part includes accou nts  by  eye-w itnesses, reports by  Polish 
underground organisation, Church  and Ukrainian docum ents and photographs. 
(DJ)

Tom asz S z a r o t a ,  U progu zagłady. Zajścia an tyżyd ow skie i pogrom y  
w okupow anej Europie. W arszaw a, Paryż, Am sterdam , Antwerpia, K ow no (At 
the Threshold o f  Extermination. A nti-Jew ish  E xcesses  and Pogroms in Occu­
p ied  Europe. W arsaw , Paris, Am sterdam , Antw erp, Kaunas), W arszawa 2000, 
W ydawnictwo Sic!, 322  pp., annex, 20 illustr.

Having exam ined sources and studies in m any languages in archives and 
libraries, the author analyses a little known, frequently sham efacedly ignored 
subject: anti-Jew ish  excesses and pogrom s by  local populations in N azi-occupied  
Europe. The ch oice  o f  places has been  determ ined by literature and the availibllity 
o f  sources. Szarota describes in detail the anti-Jew ish  excesses in W arsaw 
(D ecem ber 1939 -  February 1940, the Easter events in March 1940), Paris 
(Ju ly-A ugust 1940, in particular the events in Cham ps Elysées on  August 20, 
1940 and the onslaughts on Parisian Synagogues on  2 and 3 O ctober 1941), 
Antwerp (April 1941) and Kaunas (2 3 -2 4  June 1941,  the pogrom  o f 2 5 -2 9  Jun e
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1941) .  The author has scrupu lously  gathered evidence show ing that the excesses 
were Initiated or backed by  local agencies o f  the Germ an Security Police and 
Security  Service (Sipo and SD ) subordinated to the C hief Office for the Security o f  
the R eich  (RSHA). Anti-J ew ish  riots were “an excellent ch ance for the Nazis to 
point ou t that not on ly the Germ ans were anti-Sem ites, that people evrywhere 
were hostile to the Jew s and expressed this in ’spontaneous ’ m anifestations w hich 
show ed that in no country  w as further coexistence with the Jew s possible. The 
riots were also an occasion  for unfavourably presenting the Third R eich ’s defeated 
adversaries as people com m itting outrages, plunders and violating law and order 
w hich  cou ld  be restored on ly by  the ’law -respecting’ Germ an occu p ier”. The 
author points ou t that the G erm ans m ay have prom pted or encouraged local 
populations to launch  anti-Jew ish  excesses but they did not force them to do this. 
The an n ex  con tains fragm ents o f  docum ents concern ing the events described in 
the b ook . (DJ)

RECENT HISTORY
A parat bezp ieczeń stw a  w  Polsce w  latach 1950-1952 . Taktyka, strategia, 
m etody (The Security Appratus in Poland in 1950-1952 . Its Tactics, Strategy 
and M ethods), prefaced by  Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  selected and edited by 
A ntoni D u d e k  and Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  W arszawa 2000, D om  W y­
daw niczy Bellona, 261 pp ., index o f  persons.

This is the second  volum e o f  the series “D ocum ents” published by the Institute 
o f National Rem em brance —  C om m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crime against 
the Polish Nation. As Andrzej Paczkowski says in the Preface, in 195 0-1 9 5 2  the 
security apparatus reached “m aturity and the apogee o f  its sinister pow er” . 
Paczkow ski analyses the activity o f  the M inistry o f  Public Security in that period 
and poin ts out the m ain social m ilieux subjected to repression and control. The 
Publication  is a continuation  o f  earlier volum es: The Security Apparatus in
1 9 4 4 -1 9 5 6 . Its Tactics, Strategy and M ethods, Part I. The Years 1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 7  
(W arszawa 1994), and Part II, The Years 1 9 4 8 -1 9 4 9  (W arszawa 1996), w hich  were 
pu b lished  by  the Institute o f  Political Studies o f  the Polish Academ y o f  Sciences. 
The new  volum e contains 23 docum ents dealing with various questions. A m ong 
them  are statem ents by  persons w ho determ ined the Ministry o f  Public Security ’s 
activity (Stanisław  Radkiewicz, the directors o f  the M inistry’s departm ents, B ole­
sław  Bierut), instructions on  how  to com bat “enem y activity”, and papers co n ­
cern ing m ass socio-politica l and econ om ic cam paigns (purchase o f  grain, quota 
deliveries, elections to the Sejm). (DJ)

T om asz B a l b  u s, Konspiracja dolnośląska AK-W iN  (1945-1948). L eksykon  
(Low er Silesian Conspiracy, Hom e A rm y-Freedom  and In dependence (1 9 4 5 -
1948). Lexicon), W rocław  2000, W ydawnictwo GAJT, 255 pp ., illustr., index 
o f  persons, sum . in English and Russian.

The au th or ’s aim  w as to show  the m ost im portant figures and problem s connected  
with the broad  front o f  conspiratorial activity on  Lower Silesia in 1 9 45-1948 , after 
the d issolution  o f  the Home Army —  AK (the Home Arm y during its liquidation, 
the A rm ed F orces’  Agency in Poland, the Association  “Freedom and Independence”
—  WiN). The b ook  contains 100 biographic and them atic entries presenting the 
m ost im portant leaders and functionaries, persons w ho lost their lives (executed 
on  the basis o f  verdicts o f  military courts), persons w ho died in the prisons o f  
People’s Poland (in custody, after verdicts), the conspiratorial structures and cells, 
the con sp iracy ’s m ost im portant organisational and ideological docum ents, and 
the underground press. In order to signal a new  research  subject the Lexicon also 
in cludes a few b iographies o f  persons from the AK-W iN  partisan units or civilian 
structures outside the region w ho after the routing o f  their units (or conspiratorial 
network) tried to resum e underground activity. (DJ)
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Bogum iła D a n o w s k a .  Grudzień 1970 na W ybrzeżu Gdańskim . P rzyczyny
—  przebieg  —  konsekw encje  (D ecem ber 1970 at the G da ńsk  Seacoast. The 
R easons, Course and C onsequences o f  the E vents), Pelplin 20 0 0 , W ydaw nic­
two Bernardinum , 311 pp.

Yet another m onograph presenting the D ecem ber events on the basis  o f  a wealth 
o f  sources. The author has m ade use not on ly o f  archival m aterials kept in the 
Archives o f M odern R ecords, the Central Archives o f  the M inistry o f  Internal Affairs 
and Adm inistration and the State Archives in Gdańsk, but also o f  the 100 volum es 
o f  evidence in the crim inal case against W ojciech  Jaruzelski and 11 other persons 
a ccu sed  o f  use o f  arm s in D ecem ber 1970. D anow ska’s app roach  is innovatory 
for she analyses social con sciou sn ess  and collective behaviour during the D ecem ­
ber events. She exam ines social attitudes at the G dańsk sea coa st in 1 9 66-1970 , 
w hich  cou ld  have been the reason for such  a strong protest, and  the society ’s 
expectations in D ecem ber 1970. She analyses in detail the ca u ses  o f  the D ecem ber 
events (econom ic problem s, the society ’s material situation), the dem ands put 
forward in D ecem ber, the street fighting in G dańsk, the situation in the besieged 
shipyards, and the post-D ecem ber dem ands. D anow ska says that the organ isa­
tion o f  the events and the articulation o f  social expectations were m ore m ature in 
D ecem ber 1970 than in June 1956. “W hereas in Poznań dem ands were articu ­
lated on ly in the form o f cries raised by the crow d, in D ecem ber the authorities 
were presented with lists o f  social expectations. The dem ands con cern ing  living 
conditions ... far exceeded those put forward by w orkers in the 1950s”. (DJ)

W aldem ar J. D z i a k ,  Kim Ir Sen. Dzieło i połityczne w izje (Kim Il-son g . His 
W ork and Political Visions), W arszawa 2000, Instytut S tudiów  Politycznych 
PAN, 435  pp., bibliogr., sum . in English.

The book  is based m ainly on W estern, Soviet and Russian literature. The author 
has also m ade use o f  his own collections as well as archives o f  the Polish M inistry 
o f  Foreign Affairs (Eastern Department), archives o f  the E m bassy o f  the Korean 
People’s D em ocratic Republic in M oscow  and o f  the E m bassy o f  the Korean 
People’s D em ocratic Republic in W arsaw. He devoted m ore than 20 years to his 
reasearch. He has focused on  three areas o f  North Korea’s dependence and 
political gam e: the world com m unist m ovem ent and the role played in it by  the 
Korean Labour Party, the internal political gam e within the Korean Labour Party 
resulting from a changed political environm ent, and relations with the USSR and 
China, w hich  were o f  great im portance for North Korea and Kim Il-son g ’s position . 
The author describes the role played by  his hero In the anti-Japanese guerilla 
m ovem ent (until his flight to the USSR, probably in 1940) and in the con stru ction  
o f  the new regime, from  the entry o f  Soviet troops into North Korea in A ugust 1945 
to the proclam ation  o f  the Korean People’s D em ocratic Republic in Septem ber 
1948. The third chapter con cerns the fate o f  Kim Il-song and his state during the 
Korean war. The author pays m ost attention to the political thought o f  the Korean 
com m unist leader, particularly to the genesis and developm ent o f  the idea o f  
“djuche". The last chapter, entitled Consum m ated totalitarianism, analyses the 
function ing o f  the North Korean state: state terror, total social control, in d octri­
nation, ideological aggression, external and internal isolation. In the a u th or ’s 
opin ion  the m ost sinister result o f  the system  w as that 1.5 to 3 milion people were 
starved to death and that the average life expectancy  dropped to 5 1 .3  years in 
1998 (48.9  for m en and 53 .8  for w om en). (DJ)

Adam  D z i u r e k ,  Śląskie rozrachunki. W ładze kom unistyczne a  byli człon ­
kow ie organizacji nazistow skich  na Górnym Śląsku w  latach 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6  
(Settlem ent o f  Silesian A ccounts. The Com munist Authorities and Form er 
M em bers o f  Nazi Organisations in Upper Silesia in 1945-1956), W arszaw a 
2000, W ydawnictwo PMK Paweł Kaczm arski, 282  pp., bibliogr., sum . In 
Germ an and English, index o f  persons.
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The b o o k  is based on  an extensive research con du cted  in the Archives o f  M odern 
R ecords, Archives o f the Katowice branch  o f  the State Security Bureau, Archives 
o f  the Central C om m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es againts the Polish 
Nation —  institute o f  National Rem em brance in W arsaw, State Archives in 
Katowice, Archives o f  the State Security Bureau in Warsaw, Central Archives o f 
the M inistry o f  Internal Affairs and Adm inistration, Central Military Archives, 
arch ives o f  the Regional Com m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against the 
Polish Nation, archives o f  the “Karta” Centre and o f  the V oievodship Prosecutor’s 
Office in Katowice. A ccording to the author, accession  to a Nazi organisation was 
an im portant stage in the G erm ans’ attem pt to win the Silesians over for Germ an 
cu lture, b u t it was not the end o f  the process. The decision  to Join a Nazi 
organ isation  was som etim es due to “opportunism , the desire to im prove on e ’s 
m aterial situation, the w ish to avoid repression, or subm ission  to the pressure 
exerted by  ch iefs or em ployers. W hen the situation on  the fronts changed, the 
S ilesians becam e less and less involved in the work o f  these organisations ... Most 
o f  them  did not take part in the persecution  o f  the Polish population". After the 
liberation o f  Silesia from Germ an occupation , the Soviet authorities and Polish 
p rosecu tion  organs proceeded to find all persons suspected o f  collaboration  with 
the G erm ans during the occupation . Such  persons were placed in cam ps in Silesia 
or sent to the Soviet Union. On the basis o f  docum ents o f  the Public Security 
Office the author estim ates that within the fram ework o f  what w as known as 
cam paign  against traitors to the nation over 5 ,000  persons were arrested in Upper 
Silesia In 1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 6  and indicted o f  m em bership o f  a Nazi organisation; nearly 
half o f  them  were suspected  o f  having belonged to the SA. Over 1,500 persons 
were tried for activity in Nazi organisations; the sentences were based  on  the 
decree o f  A ugust 3 1 ,  1944,  w hich concerned  sentences for “fascist-N azi crim inals” 
and “traitors to the Polish nation” . In practice, repression affected on ly former 
m em bers o f  the NSDAP, SS and SA. The sentences were on  the w hole lenient, not 
exceed ing  three years in prison. The penal policy w as gradually softened. At the 
end o f  the 19 40s, form er Nazi activists were regarded as a hostile elem ent likely 
to engage in sabotage and activities dam aging the econom y. (DJ)

Jerzy E i s l e r ,  Grudzień 1970. G eneza. Przebieg. K onsekw en cje  (D ecem ber
1970. Its G enesis, C ourse and C onsequences), W arszawa 2000, W ydaw nic­
two S en sacje  XX wieku, 383  pp., index o f  persons, phots.

This is a fully scholarly m onograph, the first in Polish historiography, on the 
events o f  D ecem ber 1970; it is based on  a wealth o f  sources and is the result o f 
the au th or ’s 15-years studies. Eisler has m ade use o f  docum ents kept in the 
Archives o f  M odern R ecords, Archives o f  H istorical D ocum entation  o f  the Polish 
People’s R epublic, State Archives in G dańsk and Szczecin  and archives o f  the 
M inistry o f  Internal Affairs and Adm inistration and o f  the State Security Bureau. 
The b ook  is arranged chronologically and thematically. The first chapter deals 
with the twilight o f  G om ułka’s rule, the second  with the beh in d -th e -scen es  m oves 
w hich  preceded the decision  to raise prices, the third with the beginning o f  the 
protest. The next chapters analyse the events w hich took place betw een 15 and 
19 D ecem ber 1970. The m onograph ends with the chapter G ierek ’s  First Step. 
Eisler d escribes not only the struggle at the top echelons o f  power in D ecem ber 
1970 but a lso the conflict at the sea coast and in other regions o f  Poland. In his 
opin ion , the m ost im portant con clusion  w hich  the authorities drew from “the 
b loody  D ecem ber lesson ” was the conviction  that changes at the highest echelons 
o f  power were usually  brought about by  violent socia l upheavals and that 
“everything ... sh ou ld  therefore be done to avoid su ch  upheavals” . The w orkers 
learned m u ch  m ore from the D ecem ber lesson . They realised that they were a 
force capable o f  bringing about changes at the top echelons o f  power. They learned 
that “they sh ou ld  on  no accou nt leave their w orkplaces and take to the streets, 
where It is im possib le  to control crow ds and where a provocation  is m uch  easier” . 
They also realised that “they shou ld  not negotiate in the authorities’ seat... they
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cam e to see that negotiations shou ld  be open and at best broadcast by their work 
place radio” . They also found that they shou ld  not let the other side im pose its 
language on  them . (DJ)

G łosow anie ludow e z 3 0  czerw ca  1946 r. w  raportach M inisterstwa B ezp ie­
czeń stw a  Publicznego. W ybór dokum entów  (People’s Vote o f  June 30, 1946  
in the Reports o f  the Ministry o f  Public Security, Selected  Documents), assem b­
led, edited and prefaced by Tadeusz K i s i e l e w s k i  and M ichał S t r z e ­
l e c k i ,  Bydgoszcz 2000, W ydawnictwo Uczelniane Akadem ii Bydgoskiej im. 
Kazimierza W ielkiego, 238  pp.

The publication  contains docum ents issued by  the offices o f  the M inistry o f  Public 
Security. They con cern  the Peasant Day celebrations on June 9 -1 0 , 1946 (Part I), 
the security ’s preparations for the referendum  and its cou rse  in Pom erania (Part 
II), Lublin voievodship (Part III) and in the whole o f  Poland as well as the political 
situation in individual voievoships, described by  functionaries o f  the M inistry o f 
Public Security in W arsaw after the referendun (Part IV). This is the first time that 
these docum ents have been  published. The volum e is to be the first part o f  a larger 
publication. The next volum e is to deal with the parliam entary elections of 
January 1947. (DJ)

Grudzień 1970 w  dokum entach MSW (D ecem ber 1970 in the D ocum ents o f  
the Ministry o f  Internal Affairs), selected, prefaced and edited by  Jerzy 
E i s l e r ,  W arszawa 2000, Dom  W ydawniczy Bellona, 232 pp ., index of 
persons, calender.

This is the first volum e o f  the series “D ocum ents", published by the Institute of 
National Rem em brance —  Com m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against the 
Polish Nation. It contains 68 docum ents. The volum e opens with eight notes on 
the m eeting held by the Staff o f  the M inistry o f  Internal Affairs (MIA) from 
D ecem ber 9 to 21, 1970. D ocum ents 9 -41  are selected daily reports (from 
D ecem ber 13, 1970 to February 17, 1971)  on the situation in the country; they 
were drawn up by  the Cabinet o f  the Minister o f  Internal Affairs for m em bers o f 
the party and state leadership. D ocum ents 4 2 -5 0  are notes on the teleconferences 
held by  General Tadeusz Pietrzak, com m a n d er-in -ch ie f o f  the Civic Militia, with 
the m ilitia’s voievodship com m anders. The final part o f  the b ook  con tains the MIA 
Third D epartm ent’s reports on  the reverberations o f  the seacoast events In other 
regions o f  the country. Most o f  the docum ents are from the collections o f  the 
M inistry o f  Internal Affairs and Adm inistration and from the Records Office and 
Archives o f  the State Security Bureau. (DJ)

W ojciech  J a k u b o w s k i ,  Chłopi po lscy  1 9 44-1948 . P erspektyw a p s y ch o -  
historyczna (Polish Peasants 194 4 -1 9 4 8 . A  Psycho-Historical Perspective), 
Pułtusk-W arsaw a 2000, W yższa Szkoła Hum anistyczna w Pułtusku, 232 
pp., bibliogr.

The b ook  is based on  the author’s doctoral thesis The Behaviour and Political 
Stance o f  Polish P easants in 1 9 4 4 -1 9 4 8  written under the direction o f  Professor 
Kazimierz P r z y b y s z .  Jakubow ski has based  his research on  autobiographic 
sources, i.e. published and unpublished diaries and m em oirs o f peasants, kept 
in the Institute o f  the History o f  the Peasant M ovem ent in W arsaw, the Library o f 
the Jagellonian University in Cracow  and the O ssoliński National Institute in 
W rocław. The b ook  opens with a chapter on  m ethodology in w hich the author 
describes the value o f  autobiographic docum ents as sources and analyses the 
possibility o f  their being used  in research  on  behaviour and attitude. The first 
part o f  the b ook  deals with the factors w hich  determ ined the peasants’ behaviour 
and stance from  the end o f  the occu pation  to 1948. In the next part, devoted to 
an analysis o f  the peasants’ behaviour and stance, the author d iscu sses  such  
questions as the reception o f  the new  political system , political and spiritual life
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in the countryside, attitude to the underground and to agrarian reform s, to the 
people ’s referendum  and parliam entary election o f  January 1947, to geopolitical 
questions and to the authorities. The author’s con clusion  is that the peasants 
were convinced  that the new  system  w as tem porary. “The com m unist authorities 
frequently encountered a passive attitude, if  not open  hostility and a rejection o f 
their political line... W hat ham pered a norm al recognition o f  the new  political 
system  w as the new  authorities’ line o f  close alliance with the Soviet U nion... Nor 
did the official ideology favour affirm ation o f  the system  for, as the diarists assert, 
it w as incom patible with the values recognised by the m ajority o f  society” . (DJ)

Joann a  K o c h a n o w i c z ,  ZMP w  terenie. Stalinowska próba modernizacji 
opornej rzeczyw istości (The Polish Youth Union in the Provinces. The Stalinist 
A ttem pt to M odernise an Unruly Reality), W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo 
TRIO, 161 pp.

The book  is the result o f  a post-graduate sem inar con du cted  by M arcin K u l a  
in the Historical Institute o f  W arsaw University. It has been published in the series 
“W krainie PRL” (In the Land o f  the Polish People’s Republic). As the author 
declares at the outset, the study focuses on  “the clash  between the idealistic vision 
o f  m odernity and everyday life in People’s Poland at the beginning o f  the 1950s. 
Taking as m y exam ple the Polish Youth Union (ZMP), w hich was m eant to be an 
organisation for selected you ng people predestined to «fight for a new  morrow» 
during the Stalinist period, I describe the everyday difficulties encountered by  the 
Union when it tried to carry into effect the aim s and ideas w hich lay at the root 
o f  its activity” . K ochanow icz has m ade use o f  studies dealing with her subject as 
well as o f  docum ents o f  the Central Board o f  the Polish Youth Union, to be exact, 
o f  the reports written by instructors sent by  the ZMP Central Board in 1951 to the 
voievodships o f  Białystok, Cracow , Katowice and Zielona Góra. They are kept in 
the Archives o f  M odern R ecords. In the first chapter (The Stalinist Plan f o r  a  M odern  
Society ) the author analyses briefly the con cept o f  “m odernisation” and its 
application in the Stalinist system . In Chapter I (The Attitude o f  the ZMP to the 
Stalinist Reality) she outlines the kind o f  reality w hich the Union w as to create. 
The next four chapters (III. Poverty, IV. D espondency, V. Opposition, VI. Organi­
sational Difficulties) are the author’s replies to the questions: “W hy did this project 
o f  m odernity fall despite an authentic engagem ent o f  som e m em bers? W as this a 
senseless p lan? Or w as the reality unru ly?” On the basis o f  her analysis K ocha­
nowicz questions the artificial division into the “ba d ” authorities and the “good ” 
society. This m akes the picture o f  m utual relations even m ore com plicated. (DJ)

Jerzy K o c h a n o w s k i ,  W  polskiej niewoli. N iem ieccy je ń c y  wojenni w  Polsce 
1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 0  (In Polish Captivity. German Prisoners o f  W ar in Poland 1 9 4 5 -  
1950), W arszawa 2001, W ydawnictwo NERITON, 503  pp ., bibliogr., 35 
illustr., index o f  persons.

This is the first attem pt in Polish h istoriography at a com prehensive analysis o f 
the fate o f  G erm an prisoners o f  war in Poland in the post-w ar period. The book  
is based on docum ents from  Polish and Germ an archives. The m ost useful for the 
author were docum ents from the M inistry o f  Public Security’s Departm ent o f 
Prisons and C am ps, kept in the Archives o f  M odern R ecords in W arsaw. The 
author has a lso exam ined other sets o f  docum ents In the Archives o f  M odern 
R ecords (am ong them , the sets o f  the Central Com m ittee o f  the Polish W orkers’ 
Party, the Central Com m ittee o f  the Polish United W orkers’ Party, the M inistry for 
the Recovered Territories, the Ministry o f  Inform ation and Propaganda, the 
Ministry o f  Public Adm inistration, m aterials in the Central Military Archives, the 
Central Archives o f  the Ministry o f  Internal Affairs and Adm inistration, the 
Ministry o f  Foreign Affairs, state archives in Katowice, C racow  and Łódź. As 
regards Germ an archives, particularly useful for the author were the m aterials In 
the B undesarch iv-M ilitärarchiv in Freiburg im Breisgau. Kochanowski has also

www.rcin.org.pl



374 ABSTRACTS

m ade use o f  private collections o f  prisoners’ letters, diaries and studies. The annex 
contains a list o f  cam ps and w orking groups subord inated  to the Department o f  
Prisons and Cam ps o f  the Ministry o f  Public Security. K ochanow ski is interested 
in the prisoners ’ road to captivity, the cam ps, the p rison ers ’ w ork, living conditions 
(accom m odation , nutrition, clothing), m edical care, the death  rate in the cam ps, 
the activity o f  the International Red C ross Com m ittee, relations between Poles 
and Germ ans, the prisoners’ con tacts with the outside w orld, officers, free time 
(religious life, self-education , culture, sport), the Germ an POW s’ self-governm ent 
in Poland (“Antifa”), foreign prisoners o f  war and the p rison ers ’ way back hom e. 
He also com pares the POW system  in Poland, France an d  Czechoslovakia. (DJ)

Komunizm. Ideologia, system , ludzie (Communism. Its Ideology, System ,
People), ed. Tom asz S z a r o t a ,  W arszawa 2001, W ydawnictwo Neriton,
Instytut Historii PAN, pp.

The book  com prises studies presented to Professor Krystyna Kersten on her 70th 
birthday. In addition to the bibliography o f  the professor’s works, the volum e 
includes studies w hich, as Tom asz S z a r o t a  puts it in the preface, deal m ostly 
with “the state form ation called at first a «people’s dem ocracy» which from 1949 
w as an unequivocal im itation o f  the Stalinist totalitarian regime, to becom e, after 
1956, a system  im plem enting the conception  o f  «real socialism » as a successive 
stage on  the arduous road w hich in som e undefined future was to lead to the 
longed-for, cherished goal: the com m unist paradise and the com m unist idyll” . 
M ost o f  the studies are based on new  source  m aterials and concentrate on  the 
political and social history o f People’s Poland, analysed in an innovatory way. 
Great attention is paid in the volum e to national and nationality questions, 
in cluding Polish -Jew ish relations. The volum e includes studies by: Jerzy H o l ­
z e r  (The Proletariat’s Only Fatherland —  My Country, Right or Wrong); M ichał 
G ł o w i ń s k i  (Russians, Germans, J ew s. The Nam es o f  Nationalities in the PRL’s  
Vocabulary); W ojciech  W r z e s i ń s k i  (The Stance and Attitudes o f  Poles under 
Soviet Occupation after the Septem ber Defeat); Jan Tom asz G r o s s  (The Social 
G enesis o f  P eop le ’s D em ocracies: the C on sequen ces o f  World War II in Central 
Europe); Jun  Y o  s h i o k a (The Nationality A sp ect o f  the Land Reform in Poland  
after the Second World War); Rafał W n u k  (The Problem of Banditry am ong  
Soldiers o f  the Anti-Com m unist Underground in Poland 1945-1947); Tadeusz 
W o l s z a  (Camps, in particular Forced Labour Cam ps, in Po.ish Territories in
19 4 5-1956 ); Antoni D u d e k  (The Functioning o f  the PZPR Nomenklatura S ystem  
on Voievodship Level 1948-1980 , with Cracow  as an Example); Marcin Z a r e m -  
b a (Communism as a Mobilising System : the C a se o f  Poland) M irosława M a -  
r o d y  (Changes in Ideological Attutides and Adaptation under the Com m unist 
System ); Andrzej F r i s z k e  (Adaptation and R esistance. R efections on  Social 
Attitudes 1 9 5 6 -1 9 7 0 ); Paweł K o w a l  (How  Did the Round Table Com e about?); 
Beata B i ń k o  (W here Did They C om efrom  and W here W ere They Going to ... First 
Y ear Students at the Institute f o r  the Training o f  Scientific Cadres o f  the PZPR 
Central Com mittee); Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i  (Jew s in the Security Office: an  
Attem pt to Verify a Stereotype); Jerzy E i s l e r  (Seven First Secretaries o f  the PZPR 
Central Com m ittee —  a Comparison o f  Their Personalities); Zbigniew  R o m e k  
(Krystyna K ersten  —  an Historian o f  Contem porary Times. A  Page from  the H istory  
o f  the Anti-Com m unist Opposition ’s Formation in the PRL); Natalia A l e k  s i  u n  
(The Attitude o f  the Zionist M ovem ent to the S ystem  o f  Government in Poland in 
1 9 4 4-1949 ); Bożena S z a y n o k  (The Fight against Zionism in Poland 1 9 4 8 -  
1953); D ariusz L i b i o n k a  (The Missing Link. Soviet Anti-Zionist Literature in 
Poland before and after March 1968); Jan Ż a r y  n (The Catholic C lergy ’s  A ttitude  
to the State Authority in 1944-1956 . M ethodological Q uestions); Marcin  K u l a  (A 
Gam e with the Authority. The C a se o f  Certain Disciplinary Proceedings); H enryk 
S ł a b e  k (W orkers ’ Emigration: A dvancem ent o f  Individuals and Im proverishm ent 
o f  a C lass?); Dariusz J a r o s z  (W orkers in 1 9 5 6 -5 7 : D isenchantm ent w ith  
Com munism?); Padraic K e n n e y  (The C oncept o f  “Polish M other" in the L anguage
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o f  the O pposition and the Authorities); Piotr O s ę k a  (A Holiday Differing from  All 
Others. The Propaganda and Reality o f  the Fifth World Youth and Students ’ Festival 
in W arsaw ). (DJ)

R om an K o w a l c z y k ,  Studenci '81 (Students 1981), W arszawa 2000, O ficy­
na W ydaw nicza Rytm, 368 pp., bibliogr., annexes, index o f  persons, illustr.

This is a m onograph  presenting Łódź students’ strike in January-F ebruary 1981 
w hich  led to the registration o f  the Independent Association o f  Students on 
February 17 the sam e year. The author analyses the reasons for the outbreak o f 
the strike at Łódź University, its developm ent and negotiations with a governm ent 
com m ission . He also describes the strikes at other higher schools  in Łódź: at the 
M edical A cadem y, the Engineering School, the State Higher School o f  M usic, the 
State Higher Film, Television and Theatre School, and the State S chool o f  Fine 
Arts. An Im portant and extremely interesting part o f  the book  is the author’s 
description  o f  the structures o f  the strike and the striking students’ everyday life. 
The annex con ta in s the text o f the agreem ent con clud ed  on February 15, 1981 
by  an Interm inisterial C om m ission  headed by Professor Janusz Górski, Minister 
o f  S cience, H igher Education  and Technology, and the Interacadem ic C onsu lt­
ation  C om m ission , as well as the students’ slogans and the ballads and poem s 
created during the strike. The author has based his book  on m any independent 
papers p u b lished  in Poland at the beginning o f  1981.  (DJ)

K ujaw y i Pom orze w latach 1945-1956 . Od zakończenia okupacji niem ieckiej 
do przełom u październikow ego (Kujawy and Pomerania in 1 9 4 5-1956 . From 
the End o f  Germ an Occupation to the October Change), eds W.  J a s t r z ę b -  
s k i and  M. K r a j  e w s k i, W łocławek 2001, W ydawnictwo Wyższej Szkoły 
H um anistyczno-E konom icznej we W łocławku, 265  pp.

The b ook  presents m aterials from a session  organised by  the Institute o f  History 
o f  the Higher Pedagogical S chool o f  Bydgoszcz and the Higher H um anistic School 
o f  W łocław ek on  M ay 11, 2000. It com prises papers by: Mirosław K r a j e w s k i ,  
From Com m unist D em ocracy to Stalinism. Poland in 1944-1956 . An Outline o f  the 
Problem; R yszard K o z ł o w s k i ,  Problems o f  the Priests-Patriots’ M ovem ent in 
Vistula Pom erania (the “Caritas" question); Adam  M a r c i n k o w s k i ,  The History 
o f  the Pom eranian Military Region in 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 ;  Zdzisław B i e g a ń s k i ,  Judicial 
R epression  o f  P ost-W ar Conspiration in the Pom erenian (B ydgoszcz) Voievodship  
in 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 ; W itold S t a n k o w s k i  The German Minority in K ujaw y and  
Pom erania in 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 ; and M irosław G o l o n ,  The Pow er Elites in Pomerania 
and K ujaw y in 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 . The b ook  is supplem ented by  valuable scientific 
com m u n iq u és read at the session  by: Eugeniusz B o r o d i j  (Materials in the 
B yd goszcz  State Archives concerning Pomeranian V oievodship ’s Problem s in 1 9 4 5 -  
1956); W łodzim ierz J a n o w s k i  (Docum entation in W a rsa w ’s  Archives o f  Modern  
R ecords concerning K ujaw y and Pomerania in 1945-1956 ); Zbigniew G i r z y  ń s k i 
(The Clergy o f  the Chełm no D iocese after the Conclusion o f  World W ar II); Tom asz 
K a w s k i  (The Jew ish  Minority in the Pomeranian Voievodship in 1945-1956 ); 
M arcin C z y ż e w s k i  (Polish Radio B yd goszcz  as a Tool f o r  the Indoctrination o f  
S ociety in 1 9 5 2 -1 9 5 6 );  D onat M i e r z e j e w s k i  (The Pomeranian Military Region  
and  Society in 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 ), and Sławom ir S a d o w s k i  (Soviet Officers in the 
Pom eranian Military Region 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 6 ). As is usually  the case with publications 
o f  con feren ce  m aterials, the texts are not equally valuable. The m ost im portant 
are the essay s and com m u niqu és based  on research into little known, or even 
quite unknow n, archival materials. A m ong them are those by  M. G o l o n ,  M. 
C z y ż e w s k i ,  S. S a d o w s k i  and A. M a r c i n k o w s k i .  (DJ)

Niem cy w  P olsce 194 5 -1 9 5 0 . W ybór dokum entów  (Germans in Poland 1 9 4 5 -  
1950. S elected  D ocum ents), eds W łodzim ierz B o r o d z i e j  and H ans L e m ­
b e r g ,  vol. I. W ładze i instytucje centralne. W ojew ództw o o lsztyńskie (Central
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Authorities and Institutions. O lsztyn Voievodship), selected and edited by  
W łodzim ierz B o r o d z i e j  and Claudia K r a f t ,  W arszawa 2000, W ydaw nic­
two Nerlton, 614 pp.. Index o f  persons, list o f  abbreviations.

This is the first volum e o f  a source publication  w hich is the result o f  a  P olish -G er­
m an research  project launched in 1997. The research has covered docum ents 
kept in the Archives o f  M odern R ecords, the archives o f  various m inistries 
(Ministry o f  Foreign Affairs, Ministry o f  Internal Affairs and Adm inistration, State 
Security Bureau, Ministry o f  National D efence) and in state archives in Białystok, 
B ydgoszcz, Cracow, G dańsk , Katowice, Łódź, Olsztyn, Poznan, Szczecin , Toruń, 
W arsaw, W rocław  and Zielona Góra, and in som e branches o f  the Central 
C om m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against the Polish Nation —  Institute 
o f  National Rem em brance. The subject o f  the research was the fate o f  G erm ans 
in Poland in 1 9 45-1950 . The publication  is to have five volum es. The first part o f  
V olum e I, contain ing Polish central authorities’ docum ents con cern ing  G erm ans, 
is preceded by  prelim inary studies by  Hans L e m b e r g  (“State” nations and  
minorities in Eastern Europe before 1939 and Polish-Germ an relations) and 
W łodzim ierz B o r o d z i e j  (The Polish question and the migrations o f  populations  
during World W ar II). The second part with docum ents Illustrating the fate o f  
Germ ans in Olsztyn voievodsh ip opens with Claudia K r a f  t 's  in troduction  (East 
Prussia before World W ar II). The first volum e o f  the publication  con ta in s 345  
docum ents. (DJ)

O pozycja w PRL. Słownik biograficzny 1 956-89  (Opposition in the Polish 
P eop le ’s Republic. Biographical Dictionary 1956-89 ), vol. 1, eds Jan S k ó -  
r z y ń s k i  (editor in chief), Paweł S o w i ń s k i ,  Małgorzata S t r a s z ,  W ar­
szawa 2000, O środek Karta, 436  pp ., index o f persons and sub jects , phots.

The dictionary is the work o f  65 persons, m ainly professional historians. The first 
volum e contains 160 biographies o f  the opp osition ’s m ain figures after 1956. “O ur 
pen portraits o f  oppositionists are to show  the various ways w hich led people to 
undertake active resistance to the com m unist pow er In Poland and the different 
form s o f  this resistance. A lthough we were Interested m ainly in the fate o f  people, 
we cam e to the con clusion  that they cannot be show n without outlining, be it on ly 
in a fragm entary way, the h istory o f  independent initiatives and institutions w hich  
form ed the n ucleu s o f  civic society in the sixties and seventies” . The dictionary 
does not include persons w ho engaged In anti-com m unist activities outside 
Poland. Each biography consist o f  two parts: the first contains the m ost im portant 
inform ation on  each  person  (the year and place o f  birth, pseudonym s, education , 
occu pation  and public activity, not on ly in conspiracy): the second  part con sists  
o f  the heroes ’ expanded oppositional biography, including p re -1 956  events, if  they 
started to resist com m unism  earlier. The publication  will present som e 350  
biographies. (DJ)

Grzegorz O s t a s z, Z rzeszenie “W olność i N iezaw isłość” Okręg R zeszów  (The 
A ssociation  “Freedom  and In dep end ence” in the R zeszów  Region), Rzeszów  
2000, W ydawnictwo “Libri R essovienses” , 180 pp ., bibliogr., 125 illustr., 
index o f  persons and pseudonym s, index o f  geographical nam es.

The author has based his reflections on m aterials in the Archives o f  the State 
Security B ureau ’s M issions in C racow  and Rzeszów, State A rchives in Rzeszów, 
C racow  and Poznań, Central Military Archives, the London Study o f  U nterground 
Poland, and the Archives o f  the Rzeszów Regional C om m ission  for the Investiga­
tion o f  Crim es against the Polish Nation. He h as also m ade use o f  published 
collections o f  sources, a ccou nts, the press and studies con cern ing  this subject. 
He has divided the history o f  the Rzeszów section  o f  “Freedom  and Independence” 
into three stages. The first covers the period from  Septem ber 1945 to O ctober 
1946 when the section  w as directed by  Adam  Lazarowicz and w hen its m ain task 
w as to hinder the Polish W orkers’ Party’s propaganda during the referendum . The
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second  period corresp on d s to the six -m on th  chairm anship o f  Bronisław  W ochan- 
ko. The third period began in May 1947, when W ładysław Koba took over the 
com m and o f  the region ; it ended with his arrest in Septem ber the sam e year. The 
author w as unable to ascertain  the num ber o f  the organisation ’s m em bers but he 
has m anaged to establish  the data o f  1,200 activists. In his view, WiN w ound up 
its activity in the Rzeszów  region because the Security Office had infiltrated the 
organisation and arrested its leaders. (DJ)

Polska pod rządam i PZPR (Poland under the Rule o f  the PZPR), collective work,
ed. M ieczysław F. R a k o w s k i ,  W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo PROFI, 532
pp.

The aim o f  the initiators o f  the book  w as to counteract the trend towards “the use 
o f  on ly black  co lou rs  in descriptions o f  the over forty-year rule o f  the PZPR (Polish 
United W orkers’ Party), a trend that “was particularly noticeable in the first few 
years after the 1989 ch ange” . “The assum ption  that a lso active architects o f  the 
internal and external policy  o f  the Polish People’s Republic (PRL) and w itnesses 
to their work shou ld  write about contem porary h istory gave rise to this b ook  w hich 
com prises essays and articles presenting their authors’ opin ions on  the changes 
in the country ’s system  and other political changes w hich  took place after the 
Second  W orld W ar and on  events w hich exerted actual influence on  the cou rse o f  
h istory o f  the Polish People’s Republic and its place in the Soviet sphere o f  
in fluence and in the w orld”. Consequently, the activities o f  the PZPR are d iscussed  
in the b ook  by the party’s prom inent and less prom inent activists. This is therefore 
a vision o f  the PRL's history seen by people from the other side o f  the political 
barricade, m ost o f  w hom  were active m em bers o f  the ruling cam p before 1989. In 
Part I (PZPR — A  Peculiar Organisation) Lucjan M o t y k a  (m em ber o f  the Suprem e 
C ouncil o f  the Polish Socialist Party in 1945-1948 , m inister o f  art and culture 
from 1964 to 1971) d iscu sses the unification o f  the Polish W orkers’ Party and the 
Polish Socialist Party; Andrzej K u r z, a publicist, writes about differences, various 
currents and personalities in the party; Hieronim K u b i a k  (m em ber o f  the 
Political Bureau o f the PZPR Central Com m ittee in 1981-1986) has chosen  
reform ers as h is subject; Leszek N o w a k  (Marxist philosopher) d iscu sses  pres­
en t-day  m yths about the PZPR.

Part II (Changes in Poland —  C hanges in the Party) com prises text by: Józef 
T e j c h m a ,  m inister o f  art and culture in 1974-1 9 7 8  and 1980-1982  (Revolution 
in Education and Culture); Kazimierz S e c o m s k l ,  deputy chairm an o f  the 
Planning C om m ission  o f  the C ouncil o f  M inisters in 1957-1968 , deputy prime 
m inister in 1 9 7 6 -1 9 8 0  (The Industrialisation o f  Poland); Kazimierz B a r c i k o w -  
s k i, m em ber o f  the Political Bureau o f  the PZPR Central Com mittee in 198 0-1 9 8 9  
(The Agrarian Policy o f  the PZPR); Jarem a M a c i s z e w s k i ,  head o f  the D epart­
m ent o f  Science and E ducation o f  the PZPR Central Com mittee in  1975-1981  (The 
PZPR and the World o f  Science); Part II a lso includes articles by  publicists: 
Krzysztof T. T o e p l i t z  (O ctober’s Chances), Kazimierz K o ź n i e w s k i  (The 
Time o f  “Po prostu" and “Polityka”) and Andrzej U r b a ń c z y k  (C racow ’s  “Kuź­
n ica”) as well as an article by Adam  Ł o p a t k a ,  m inister, head o f  the Office for 
Religious D enom inations in 198 2-1 9 8 7  (The PZPR's Policy tow ards the Catholic 
Church).

In Part III reflections on  the external conditions w hich in fluenced the PZPR’s 
policy  have been  contributed by: Ryszard F r e l e k (head o f  the Foreign D epart­
m ent o f  the PZPR Central Com m ittee in  1971-1977 ); Andrzej W e r b l a n  (V ice- 
M arshal (D eputy Speaker) o f  the Sejm  from  1971 to 1982, m em ber o f  the 
Secretariat o f  the PZPR Central Com m ittee in 1971-1974); Jerzy W i a t r  (director 
o f  the Institute o f  the Basic Q uestions o f  M arxism -Leninism  o f  the PZPR Central 
Com m ittee in 1981-1984), and Ryszard W o j n a ,  a publicist specialising in 
international questions. The reform s and dém ocratisation in the last decades o f  
the Polish People’s Republic have been d iscu ssed  by: Paweł B o ż y k ,  head o f  the 
G roup o f  Scientific Advisers to the first secretary o f  the PZPR Central Com m ittee
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in 197 7-1 9 8 0  [Economic Policy in the 1970s); Janusz R o s z k o w s k i ,  chairm an 
o f  the Polish Press Agency in 1983-1986 , chairm an o f  the Radio and Television 
Com m ittee in 1 986-1989  [The Ninth Extraordinary C ongress o f  the PZPR); W łady­
sław  B a k a ,  the governm ent’s plenipotantiary for econom ic reform in 1 985-1988  
(The Economic Reform s o f  the 1980s); Stanisław  K w i a t k o w s k i ,  director o f  the 
Public O pinion Research Centre in the 1980s (The Arm y and the Martial Law ;from  
Consultations to D em ocracy); Andrzej G d u l a ,  deputy minister o f  internal affairs 
in 1 9 8 4 -1 9 8 6  (In the Ministry o f  Internal Affairs); Janusz R e y k o w s k i ,  m em ber 
o f  the Political Bureau o f  the PZPR Central Com m ittee from 1989 (The Round 
Table); M ieczysław F. R a k o w s k i ,  vice-prem ier in 1981-1985 , first secretary of 
the PZPR Central Com m ittee from August 1989 to January 1990 (The Last 
C ongress o f  the PZPR); W ojciech J a r u z e l s k i ,  first secretary o f  the PZPR Central 
Com m ittee 1 9 8 1-1989 , prime minister from 1981 to 1985 (Accounts with the Past), 
and A leksander K w a ś n i e w s k i ,  president o f  the Polish R epublic, author o f  the 
Afterw ord. (DJ)

P rzestępstw a sęd ziów  i prokuratorów  w  Polsce lat 1 9 4 4 -1 9 5 6  (O ffences 
Committed by Judges and Prosecutors in Poland in 1944-1956 ), eds Witold 
K u l e s z a  and Adam R z e p l i ń s k i ,  W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo Insty­
tutu Pamięci Narodowej, 521 pp.

The texts in the b ook  were delivered at four con ferences w hich d iscu ssed  “the 
offences com m itted by  Judges and prosecutors in Poland in 1 9 4 4 -1 9 5 6 ” ; the 
con ferences, held in February-M ay 1999, were organised by the Central C om ­
m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against the Polish Nation —  Institute o f 
National Rem em brance, the Institute o f  Social Prophylaxis and R esocialisation o f 
W arsaw University and the Helsinki Foundation o f  the Rights o f  Man. They 
d iscu ssed  the genesis and legal foundations o f  the Judicial and quasi-judicia l 
system  o f repression , the public prosecutor’s office and quasi-jud icia l bodies, the 
judicia l practice o f  political repression, the law and organisational structures as 
instrum ents o f  repression. The con ferences were attended by theorists, specialists 
in penal law and historians, as well as practitioners, i.e. prosecutors and Judges, 
m ainly from the Central Com m ission  for the Investigation o f  Crim es against the 
Polish Nation, and victim s o f  Judicial crim es.

The volum e contains 26 papers arranged in four them atic b locs  corresp on ­
ding to the questions discussed  at each  o f  the four con ferences. The papers deal 
with su ch  questions as the adaptation o f  the legal system  to the n eeds o f  
totalitarianism  in Poland (Andrzej R z e p l i ń s k i ) ,  the death sentence as an 
expression  o f  the state’s penal policy (Piotr K ł a d o c z n y ) ,  the reception  o f 
Stalinist law in Poland (Adam B o s i a c k i ) .  Other papers con cern  the political 
trials o f  m em bers o f  underground organisations w hich fought for independence 
in various regions o f  the country (Rzeszów region, Lublin voievodship, Central 
Pom erania, Koszalin, W estern Pomerania), the activity o f  the Special C om m ission  
for Com bating Corrupt Practices and E conom ic Sabotage and its b ranches (In 
Olsztyn and Białystok), regional military courts and military prosecutor’s offices. 
R epression o f  peasants, o f Germ an prisoners o f  war and prison functionaries as 
well as relations betw een the adm inistration o f  Justice and public security offices 
are also analysed. (DJ)

Jan Ryszard S ie  l e z  in . Polskie Stronnictwo Ludow e na Dolnym Śląsku  
w  latach 1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 9  (The Polish Peasant Party in Low er Silesia in 1 9 4 5 -
1949), W rocław  2000, Oficyna W ydawnicza Arboretum , 328  pp ., bibliogr., 
index o f  persons.

Sielezin ’s m onograph  is based on  the author’s painstaking research  in central 
archives (Archives o f  M odern Records, Archives o f  the Institute o f  the H istory o f 
the Peasant M ovem ent at the Suprem e Executive Com m ittee o f  the Polish Peasant 
Party) and in W rocław  archives (Archives o f  the Police V oievodship Com m and,
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Archives o f  th e Polish Peasant Party’s Voievodship Board, the State V oievodship 
Archives and  i ts branches in Jelenia Góra, Legnica and W ałbrzych). The author 
has also m ad e u se  o f  a ccounts, m anuscript studies, the press, source p u b lica ­
tions, diaries a n d  published studies. He depicts the genesis, establishm ent and 
developm ent o f  the Polish Peasant Party (PSL) in Lower Silesia in the first weeks 
after its establishm ent (November 13, 1 9 4 5 -J a n u a ry  7, 1946), the party’s activity 
during the preparations for the referendum  (January-June 1946), for the elections 
(July-N ovem ber 1946) and during the elections on  January 19, 1947; he also 
describes the decline o f  the party’s activity after the elections. A ccording to 
S ielezin, the Polish  Peasant Party in Lower Silesia had from the beginning o f  its 
activity been  a synonym  o f political independence and an alternative to the alien 
system  im posed  u pon  society by  the Polish W orkers’ Party. But ulike Central 
Poland, Lower Silesia w as not an  area in w hich  the PSL had a long-standing 
tradition. Its organisational foundations were laid by  resettlers from Central 
Poland, and, to  a  lesser extent, by  repatriates from Ukraine. The author con vin c­
ingly refutes the m yth that the PSL w as linked to the arm ed underground. He 
analyses in detail the m ethods o f  the struggle waged by  the ruling com m unists 
against the PSL. (DJ)

Ryszard S i t e k ,  W arszaw ska szkoła  historii idei. M iędzy historią a teraźniej­
szością  (The W arsaw  School o f  the History o f  Ideas. B etw een  History and the 
Present Time), W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo Naukowe Scholar, 249 pp., 
bibliogr.

It is representatives o f  what is known as the W arsaw school o f  the h istory o f  ideas, 
a sch ool foun ded  by  persons linked b y  friendship and belonging to the same 
w ar-affected generation with similar intellectual biographies, that are the co llec­
tive hero o f  the book . The leading representatives o f  this school were: Leszek 
K o ł a k o w s k i ,  Andrzej W a l i c k i ,  Bronisław  B a c z  k o  and Jerzy S z a c k i .  In 
the au th or ’s op in ion  the genesis o f  the school goes back  to the period w hen the 
obligatory paradigm  o f Marxist ph ilosoph y started disintegrating in the m id - 
1950s and an intellectual opposition  to the schem atism  characteristic o f  Stalinist 
orthodoxy began to gather m om entum . The author d iscu sses the disputes over 
the term  “the W arsaw school o f  the h istory o f  ideas”, its developm ent from O ctober 
1956 to M arch 1968 and Its m ethodology. He says that the group in question  did 
not constitute a school; it w as a circle w hose m em bers belonged to the same 
m ilieu. It becam e an integrated group ow ing to its m em bers’ experiences o f 
Stalinism  (m any o f  them participated in the work o f  the Institute for Training 
Scientific Personnel o f the Central Com m ittee o f  the Polish United W orkers’ Party), 
their com m itm ent to the political and social changes prom oted after O ctober 1956 
and their institutional or extra-institutional links with the Polish A cadem y o f  
S cien ces ' Institute for the H istory o f  M odern Philosophy and Social Thought, 
directed b y  Baczko, and with its d efa c to  organ “Archiwum  Historii Filozofii i Myśli 
S p ołeczn ej” (Archives o f  the History o f  Ph ilosophy and Social Thought); their 
integration was a lso  due to their political activity in the years 195 6-1 9 6 8  (e.g. in 
“Klub Krzywego Koła” —  the C rooked Circle Club) and to their participation in the 
events o f  M arch 1968. (DJ)

“Solidarność” w  ruchu 1980-1981  (“Solidarity” in Action 1980-1981), studies 
edited by M arcin K u l a ,  W arszawa 2000, Niezależna Oficyna W ydawnicza 
NOWA, 273 pp., bibliogr., index o f  persons.

The studies were written in the wake o f  M arcin Kula’s sem inar for post-graduate 
students, organised in the H istorical Institute o f  W arsaw University. In the first 
essay  21 authors try to define “the reasons for the dynam ism  o f  the «Solidarity* 
m ovem ent In 1 9 8 0 -1 9 8 1 ” on  the basis o f  records o f  m eetings o f  the National 
M utual Consultation C om m ission  o f  the Independent Self-governing Trade Union 
and selected  studies and docum ents. The students exam ined the factors w hich
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fuelled the rebellion, the solidarity vision o f  the world, the sym bols and language 
o f  the m ovem ent, the factors w hich activated and ham pered it, and  the authorities’ 
view o f  the m ovem ent. The second  essay, written by  D ionizy S m o l e ń ,  bears the 
title A crow d or an organised com m unity? Strikers in the G dańsk Shipyard in 
A ugust 1980. The author com pares the behaviour o f a typical crow d, known from 
history pages, with the behaviour o f  the striking w orkers in August 1980. 
A ccord ing to him, the strikers in G dańsk in 1970 were a crow d while “in August 
1980 the sam e m en or m en like them were no longer a crow d” . In addition to other 
factors, this w as the result o f  the fact that they were guided by  the m otto: “We do 
not need the blood  o f  D ecem ber 1970” . The last essay, written b y  Marcin M e l l e r ,  
con cern s The role o f  historical thinking in the “Solidarity” m ovem ent in 1980-1981 . 
The author exam ines the role o f  national m ythology in the m ovem ent and the 
form o f  Polishness form ulated in “Solidarity” enunciations. (DJ)

Ryszard T e r l e c k i ,  U niw ersytet Latający i Tow arzystw o Kursów  Nauko­
w ych  1977-1981  (Flying University and the Society f o r  Academ ic C ourses 
1977-1981), Kraków -Rzeszów  2000, W ydawnictwo Instytutu Europejskich 
Studiów  Społecznych  w  Rzeszowie, 327  pp ., bibllogr., annexes, index o f  
persons.

This m onographic study presents an Initiative launched by the political opposition  
in the Polish People’s R epublic, to be exact, by  a group o f  intellectuals from the 
Social Self-D efence Com mittee o f the W orkers' Defence Com m ittee. The book  is 
based on the oppositional press as well as rem iniscences and diaries o f  the 
C om m ittee’s m em bers, but the author has not consu lted archival materials and 
accou nts  by the heroes o f  the events he describes.

A ccording to Terlecki, the activity o f the Flying University and Society for 
A cadem ic C ourses gave the students a feeling o f  relative security: “It was 
som ething else to attend an illegal m eeting and d iscu ss how  to overthrow  
com m unism , and som ething quite different to take part in a lecture on, for 
instance, Poland’s history; if  necessary, one cou ld  always explain on e ’s participa­
tion by  a student’s natural desire to broaden his knowledge. The interest aroused 
by  these open, though «illegal lectures» induced  the organisers to set up an open 
society, inform al from the point o f  view o f  the law, w hich w ould provide an 
additional shield for oppositional educational activity”. Over a hundred persons 
took a direct part in the activity o f  the Society (signatories o f  the foundation 
declaration, lecturers, not all o f  w hom  belonged to the Society, participants In 
colloquia , persons in w hose flats the lectures took place), and several thousand 
you n g  people benefited from  its lectures. After August 1980 the Society for 
A cadem ic C ourses m erged with the structures o f  “Solidarity”. The m em bers o f  the 
Society en joyed great respect, as is proved by  the fact that they were ch osen  as 
experts during the strikes at the sea coast in A ugust 1980. The book  includes a 
list o f  the Society ’s m em bers and lecturers and their biographies as well as the 
Society ’s m ost im portant program m es. (DJ)

Andrzej W a l i c k i ,  Polskie zm agania z wolnością w idziane z boku (Polish 
Strifes with Freedom , a Side-View ), Kraków 2000, W ydawnictwo Universitas, 
472  pp ., index o f  persons.

This is a collection  o f  texts (publicistic articles, interviews, analyses o f  political 
situation, fragm ents o f  the author’s diary from the years 1980-1986 ) by  a well 
known historian o f  ideas. It is, on  the one hand, a collection  o f  docum ents, a  
testim ony o f  a  period show ing the author’s perception  o f  the changes w hich 
occurred  after 1980, and, on  the other, a voice in the political d iscu ssions w hich 
accom panied  these changes. The essays have been  arranged in four m ain groups: 
I. The crisis and fa ll o f  “real socialism ” (The pa rad oxes o f  Jaruzelski’s Poland; 
Liberalism in Poland; The intelligentsia’s im personations); II. D isputes over the 
recent p a s t (Totalitarianism and post-totalitarianism . A  tentative definition; The
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legacy o f  the Polish P eop le ’s  Republic; Innocent M arxism?; Justice in the transition 
period and political strifes); III. Morals and politics (The political morality o f  
liberalism, national moralising and the ideas o f  the collectiuistic right; Moral doubts  
about a moral settlem ent o f  accounts)-, IV. National question (Three patriotism s; Is 
liberal nationalism  p ossib le?; Poland —  the nation —  Europe; D m ow ski’s  testa­
ment). The b ook  ends with Pages from  the Diary and a list o f  the author’s 
publications linked them atically to the questions raised in the book . The essays 
present an interesting opin ion  on  recent history by  an author w ho has tried to 
depict Polish changes from  the point o f  view  o f  a m an w ho belongs neither to the 
“p ost-com m u n ist” nor to the “post-Solidarity” form ation. (DJ)

Zygm unt Zarem ba. Listy 1 9 4 6 -1 9 6 7  (Zygmunt Zaremba. Letters 1946-1967), 
eds. Olena B l a t o n o w a  and Andrzej F r i s z k e, W arszawa 2000, Instytut 
S tudiów  Politycznych PAN, 560  pp.

The b ook  opens with a biographic essays Zygmunt Zarem ba  — A Socialist Politician 
in w hich  Andrzej F r i s z k e presents the activity o f  Zarem ba, one o f  the m ost 
prom inent leaders o f  the Polish Socialist Party w ho w as a m em ber o f  the PPS 
leadership before the war, during the occupation  and in exile. Zarem ba played an 
im portant role during the defence o f  W arsaw in 1939 and during the W arsaw 
Rising. Being a determ ined opponent o f  com m unism , he w orked in con sp iracy  in 
1945 and in 1946 left Poland and settled in France. For over 20 years he was one 
o f  the best known personages o f  the Polish political emigration, maintained 
con tacts  with politicians in m any countries and represented the Polish Socialist 
Party in the Socialist International. He co-operated  with Radio Free Europe and 
the Voice o f  Am erica. In the first post-w ar years and after 1956 he tried to 
stim ulate in Poland an oppositional m ovem ent based on the ideals o f  the pre-w ar 
PPS. The letters now  published have been selected from Zarem ba’s rich corre­
spon den ce kept in the Polish Scientific Institute in New York. A m ong the addres­
sees are su ch  well known persons as Adam Ciolkosz, Tom asz Arciszewski, Gustaw  
H erling-G rudziński, Feliks G ross and Jan Kwapiń ski. (DJ)

Jan Ż a r y n. Kościół w  Polsce w  latach przełom u, 1 9 5 3 -1 9 5 9  (The Church in 
Poland during the Years o f  Change, 1953-1958 ). Relacje am basadora RP przy  
Stolicy A postolskiej (Accounts by the A m bassador o f  the Polish Republic to the 
A postolic See), W arszawa 2000, W ydawnictwo NERITON i Instytut Historii 
PAN, 280  pp ., 10 illustr., index o f  persons, appendix.

The b ook  is a continuation  o f  the author’s earlier publication  The Attitude o f  the 
A postolic S ee to Poland and the Poles in 1 9 4 4 -1 9 5 8  in the Light o f  Materials o f  the 
E m ba ssy  o f  the Polish Republic to the Vatican (selected  docum ents). In addition to 
the preface, Żary n ’s new  book  contains m aterials from the years 1 9 53-1958 . The 
first reports deal with the m ost difficult period in the history o f  C hurch -State 
relations in Poland, a period w hich ended with the im prisonm ent o f  Primate Stefan 
W yszyński, the last ones concern  the death o f  Pope Pius XII on  O ctober 9, 1958 
and  draw attention to the fact that W ładysław G om ułka’s team w as departing 
from  the O ctober policy. The b ook  also includes “opin ions o f  eye-w itnesses to 
history" with w hom  the author corresponded  when he was preparing his book, 
in clud ing an article and letters o f  A rchbishop Szczepan W esoły, w ho since 1980 
h as been  the Polish Primate’s delegate for pastoral work am ong Poles abroad, and 
a lso  accou nts  by  the sons o f  Stanisław  Janikow ski (189 3 -1 96 5 ) w ho for m any 
years was a counsellor at the Polish E m bassy to the Vatican. (DJ)
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