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GENERAL W O RK S1

Brodnica. Siedem  w ieków  dziejów  m iasta (Brodnica. Seven  Centuries o f the 
Tow n’s History), ed. Jerzy  D y g d a ł a ,  B rodnica 1998, Zakład Poligraficzno- 
Wydawniczy “Pozkal”, 403 pp., annexes, illustr., tables, m aps.

This is the first m odern  syn thesis  of the h isto ry  of the principal town of the 
Michałów region. It opens with a  ch ap te r concerning the geographical environ­
m ent of B rodnica by Ja n u sz  S e w e r n i a k .  The o ther ch ap te rs  depict B rodnica’s 
h istory  u nder the Teutonic K nights (by Kazimierz G r ą ż a w s k i  an d  Roman 
C z a j a )  and  during  the early m odern period (Jerzy D y g d a ł a ) .  Large p arts  of the 
book deal w ith the h istory  of the town an d  region in the 19th cen tu ry  and  during 
the tw enty years betw een the w ars (Stefan W i e r z c h o s ł a w s k i ) .  J a n  S z i l i n g  
d iscusses the fate of B rodnica and  its in h ab itan ts  du ring  the  Second World War, 
and  Ryszard Sudzińs k i briefly ch aracterises the m ain  stages and  directions of 
the  tow n’s developm ent in 1945-1995. D orota B a r t n i c k a ,  B arbara  B o k -  
Ma j zel, A nna C h r u ś c i e l  and  A nna K u p c z y k  have com piled an  extensive 
calendar of B rodnica’s history  after the end of the Second World War.

The au th o rs  have m ade use of som e previously unknow n Teutonic K nights’ 
docum ents kept in G eheim es S taa tsa rch iv  in Berlin and  m ateria ls from the S tate 
Archives in G dańsk, Toruń and  Bydgoszcz. (AK)

Dzieje m iasta Gniewu do 1939 roku (The History o f the Town of  Gniew  up to 
1939), ed. Błażej Ś l i w i ń s k i ,  Gniew 1998, Wydawnictwo Diecezji Pelpllń- 
skiej “B ernard inum ”, 348 pp., illustr., tab les.

T his is a  m odern p resen tation  of the h isto ry  of Gniew w ritten  on the 700th 
ann iversary  of the incorporation of the town. The m onograph is divided into two 
p a rts . The first p resen ts  in chronological order the ancien t h istory  of the Gniew 
region (Elżbieta C h o i ń s k a - B o h d a n ) ,  Its role during  the early  Middle Ages and  
the  circum stances In w hich the town w as founded (Klemens Brys k i ) ,  the history  
of Gniew during  the Noblemen’s Com m onw ealth an d  the Napoleonic period, th a t 
is, from 1466 to 1815 (Andrzej G r o t h ) ,  the h isto ry  of the town u nder P russian  
an d  G erm an rule (Andrzej R o m a n o w )  an d  the period of the Second Republic 
(Mieczysław W i d e r n i k ) .

The second part, which is arranged  them atically , p resen ts  selected que­
stions, e.g. the h istory  of the castle  of Gniew (Henryk P a n e r ) ,  the tow n’s 
m onum en ts (Krzysztof Maciej K o w a l s k i ) ,  the custom s in the town in  the 
15 t h - 17 th  cen tu ries (Wacław O d y n i e c )  and  the  tow n’s  sphrag istics and  heraldry  
(Błażej Ś l i w i ń s k i ) .

The texts in the book are based  m ainly on unknow n archival m aterials. (AK)

Gdansk. Z historii stosunków polsko-niemieckich (Gdańsk. From the History 
of Polish-German Relations), ed. Marek A n d r z e j e w s k i ,  Warszawa 1998, 
Wydawnictwo Volumen, 212 pp.

The principal objective of the book is to recall G dańsk’s sup ra-reg iona l role in 
E ast-C en tra l E urope and  its versatile links w ith E uropean economy, cu ltu re  and  
science. The volume com prises 14 papers  w hich were read  in 1997 a t an

1 Authors of the abstracts: Jacek Adamczyk (JA), Dariusz Jarosz (DJ), Andrzej Karpiński (AK), 
Edward Opaliński (EO), Włodzimierz Mędrzecki (WM), Magdalena Micińska (MM).
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In ternational session in G dansk, entitled G dańsk — Its Place in the Past and  in 
Contemporary Times.

In the first pa rt of the book, which covers the period up  to the end of the 
18 th  century , Udo A rnol d (Germany) analyses how from a sm all provincial town 
G dansk  becam e a  large rich u rban  centre. Maria B o g u c k a  (Poland) d iscu sses 
the reasons behind the em ergence of G dańsk as a large m etropolis in th e  early 
m oden period. E dm und C i e ś l a k  (Poland) characterises the In ternal an d  ex ter­
nal reasons for the decline of G dansk’s glory in the 18th century.

The second p a rt of the book covers the city’s history during  the partition  
period. W ładysław Z a j e w s k i  (Poland) d iscusses the E uropean  pow ers’ rivalry 
for G dańsk  during  the Napoleonic period, Stefan H a r t m a n n  (Germany) and  
Wolfgang K e s s l e r  (Germany) p resen t G dańsk’s place in the P russian  s ta te  and  
in the G erm an em pire.

The o ther two p a rts  of the book deal with G dańsk’s h istory  in t he 20 th  
century . Several essays, e.g. those by E lisabeth M o r r o w  C l a r k  (USA), A nna 
C l e n c i a ł a  (USA) and  M arek A n d r z e j e w s k i  (Poland), try  to reply to the 
question  w hether the Free City of Danzig w as an  object or sub ject of in ternational 
policy in 1919-1939. O ther papers (by Jerzy  H o l z e r  (Poland), Im m anuel G e i s s  
(Germany)) analyse the role played by G dańsk  in the dem ocratic transfo rm ations 
in Poland and  E ast-C en tra l Europe in the 1980s. (AK)

Niewolnictwo i niewolnicy w  Europie od starożytności po czasy  now ożytne  
(Slavery and  Slaves in Europe fro m  Antiquity to Moderns Times), M aterials 
from a  conference organised by the Institu te  of History of the Jagiellonian  
University in Cracow on D ecem ber 18th and  19th, 1997, ed. D anu ta  
Q u i r i n i - P o p ł a w s k a ,  Kraków 1998, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Jag ie l­
lońskiego, 215 pp., 11 illustr., sum . in English.

Józef W o l s k i  (Some Questions concerning Research into Slavery in Antiquity, pp. 
15-22) and  Sławomir S p r a w s k i  (The Place o f the Penestae in the Political and  
Economic Life of  Thessaly. pp. 23-39) say  th a t in the countries d iscussed  by them  
slavery had  sm aller proportions th an  w as previously thought. They both  em p h a­
sise the necessity  of a  careful in terp re ta tion  of sources, including the ir lexical 
layer. Ja n u sz  A. O s t r o w s k i  (Cum Restrictis A d Terga M anibus. The Im ages o f 
Prisoners o f War as an E lem ent o f R om e’s Political Propaganda, pp. 41-47) depicts 
how slaves were presen ted  in Rom an scu lp tu re  an d  num ism atics; Sław om ir 
S k r z y n i a r z  (The Echoes o f the Ancient Tradition o f Presenting Prisoners o f War 
in B yzan tine  Painting, pp. 49-55) show s th a t Roman models continued  to be u sed  
in B yzantine a rt and  th a t their u se  w as extended to religious p ropaganda in which 
p risoners sym bolised heresies or devils. Jerzy  C h m i e l  (The Question o f  Slavery  
in the Bible. Methodological and Hermeneutic Rem arks, pp. 11-16) em phasises 
th a t slavery is not p resen ted  in the Bible a s  a revealed law b u t a s  a con trac tua l 
h u m an  institu tion ; Wojciech M r u k  (The Question o f Slavery in the Koran and  
Early Muslim Tradition, pp. 67-71) po in ts ou t th a t a lthough M oham m ed did not 
abolish  slavery, he in troduced  som e ru les which m ade the life of slaves easier, 
su ch  a s  the ban  on killing, m aim ing an d  to rtu ring  slaves, the slaves’ right to set 
up  a family, a  limited right to property, etc. Lucjan B i e l a s  (The Church and  
Slavery. From Christ to Constantine the Great, pp. 57-65) says th a t in the C hristian  
com m unities in the ls t-3 rd  cen tu ries slaves were gran ted  equal rights w ith free 
people, including the right to hold ecclesiastic positions, b u t th is had  no co u n te r­
p a rt in civil life. Grzegorz R y ś  (The Early Medieval Church’s Opinions on Slaves 
in the Light o f Penitentials, pp. 73-79) em phasises th a t the Catholic C hurch  
recognised the in stitu tion  of slavery b u t defended the slaves’ right to life, personal 
im m unity  and  rest, an d  forbade the sale of slaves to n o n -C hris tian s. Zofia 
K o w a l s k a  (The Slave Trade Conducted by Jew s in the 9 th -11 th  Centuries, pp. 
81-91) po in ts o u t th a t Jew s played an  im portan t role in  early m edieval slave trade; 
she explains th a t the trade arose because  of the dem and for slaves, m ainly on the 
p a rt of Moslem sta tes; it ended w hen W estern Europe no longer needed slaves
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and  w hen Venice took over the role of an  in term ediary  betw een E urope an d  the 
Moslem world. Many articles deal w ith slavery in individual countries (Wacław 
U r b a n ,  Slavery in Hungary fro m  the 10 th to the 13 th  Century, pp. 93-99; Krzysztof 
B o j k o ,  Slavery in Kiev R ussia  fro m  Ancient Times to the 12th Century, pp. 
1 0 1 -1 13; A nna W aś k o .  Slavery in Scandinavia, pp. 115-122; Jerzy  W y r o z u m -  
ski ,  The Q uestion o f Slavery in Old Poland, pp. 131-138; A rtur K ij a s ,  Slave 
Population in the S tate oJ M uscovy fro m  the 14th to the 16th Century. Its Size and  
Em ploym ent, pp. 173-185). All au th o rs  ephaslse  th a t the Influence of the C hurch 
eased  the situa tion  of slaves an d  th a t a s  tim e w ent on the slaves passed  (de iure 
or only de facto) to the group of dependen t p easan t population. Rafał Q u i ri n i -  
P o p ł a w s k i  (The Presentation of  B lack Slaves in the Sculptures o f Southern Italy 
under Frederick II o f H ohenstaufen, pp. 123-130) po in ts out th a t a group of black 
M oslems lived In Sicily and  sou thern  Italy. Form ally they were the ru ler’s slaves, 
nevertheless, som e of them  (e.g. Jo h a n n e s  M aurus, treasu re r of the Kingdom of 
Sicily) a tta ined  high sta te  positions after being freed by Frederick II. Piotr W r ó b e l  
(Slavery and  Slaves in Dubrovnik in the 14th and  15th Centuries and  the Political 
Changes in the B alkans, pp. 139-154) w rites ab o u t trade In B osnian and  Serb 
slaves, and  D anu ta  Q u i r i n i - P o p ł a w s k a  (Some A spects o f Slavery in the 
Republic of  Venice in the 14th and  15th Centuries, pp. 155-172) abou t slaves of 
B alkan an d  E ast E uropean  origin in the V enetian economy. Both au th o rs  
em phasise  th a t T urkish  expansion cu t these tow ns off from the countries which 
exported slaves. Ja k u b  B a s i s t a  (Three 17 th Century English Accounts about the 
Unfortunate Abduction, Brutal Captivity and Miraculous Release from  Algerian  
Captivity, pp. 187-195) reconstruc ts  th e  fate of E uropeans taken  prisoner by 
M uslim s In the M editerranean, on the  basis of accoun ts by William O k e l e y ,  
E m anuel d ’A r a n d y  and  an  unknow n T .S ., pub lished  in 1666-1675. A leksan­
d ra  K a s z n i k - C h r i s t i a n  (Cardinal Lavigérie and  His Anti-S lavery Campaign 
in 1888-1890, pp. 197-207) d iscusses  the  activity of E uropeans who for a ltru istic  
reasons sought to p u t an  end to slavery in Africa. Tomasz G r y g l e w l c z  (The 
M otif o f Chains as a Sym bol o f Slavery in Ja cek  M alczew ski's  Paintings, pp. 
209-215) says th a t In M alczewski's w orks chain s were an  a ttribu te  of exiles to 
Siberia and  a symbol of the Poles’ na tional captivity in the 19th century . (JA)

MIDDLE AG ES

Elżbieta D ą b r o w s k a ,  Średniowieczny ceremonial pogrzebowy w yższego  
duchow ieństw a polskiego  — studium  archeologiczno-historyczne (The Medie­
val Funeral Rites Jor Senior Clergymen in Poland— An Archeological Historical 
Study), “Studia Źródloznawcze” (Warszawa-Poznań), vol. XXXVI, 1997, pp. 
9 -29 , 6 lllustr., sum. in French.

The article concerns the period from the  in troduction  of C hristianity  in Poland in 
the  10th cen tu ry  to abou t 1386. The a u th o r p resen ts  the individual stages of the 
funera l rites for b ishops and  the characteristic  elem ents of their burials. She says 
th a t the way Polish b ishops were bu rled  w as analogous to th a t in W estern Europe 
an d  com m on to all countries of Latin Europe. W hat w as specific to Poland was 
the  choice of bu ria l place; a t first b ishops were buried  in the w estern  p a rt of a 
ch u rch , the easte rn  part, in particu la r the choir, being ignored un til the 13th 
cen tu ry . In one case the deceased w as equipped w ith an  encolpion; th is m ay have 
been  an  influence of the E astern  C hurch  in R uthenia. The au th o r po in ts o u t th a t 
th e re  are few w ritten  and  iconographie m ateria ls  concerning th is sub ject b u t there 
is a  m ultitude  of archeological d a ta  (some 30 buria l places of archb ishops and  
b ishops have been found in Gniezno, Poznań, Wrocław, Cracow, Włocławek, Tum 
n e a r  Łęczyca, Tyniec, Kruszwica and  Mogilno). (JA)

Ryszard G r z e s i k ,  Przebieg granicy polsko-w ęgierskiej w e w czesnym  śred­
niowieczu w  św ietle “Kroniki w ęgiersko-polskiej” (The Polish-Hungarian
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Frontier in the Early Middle A ges in the Light o f “The Hungarian-Polish  
Chronicle”), “S tud ia  H istoryczne” (Kraków), vol. XLI, 1998, No 2 (161), pp. 
147-166, sum . in  English.

The article concerns the Pollsh-H ungarian  frontier u n d e r B oleslaus the Brave. In 
G rzesik ’s opinion the frontier w as b est described by the au th o r of The H ungarian- 
Polish Chronicle. The description ind ica tes th a t m ost of the territories of w hat is 
now  Slovakia belonged to Poland, b u t the  frontier canno t be defined precisely 
because  the situa tion  of som e fortress tow ns (especially Castrum  Salis) is con­
troversial. According to the au thor, the Slovak territories were a t first u nder Czech 
rule and , together w ith Bohemia, were seized by Poland in 1003-1004. Grzesik 
po in ts out th a t the political frontier corresponded to the border betw een H unga­
rian  an d  Slav (Slovak) settlem ents, a  border know n from archeological research . 
The realisation  th a t for a  short time Slovakia w as part of Poland is evident in 
H ungarian  and  Polish sources as late a s  the 12 th -13 th  cen turies; the new s of 
th is  fact reached Sicily and  w as recorded in a l-Id risi's description of the world. 
(JA)

Jerzy K a l i s z u k ,  Recepcja “Podróży” Johna M andeville’a w  Polsce późnego 
średniowiecza i na progu czasów  nowożytnych (The Reception of John 
M andeville’s “Travels ” in Poland in the Late Middle Ages and at the Threshold 
of the Early Modern Era), “Przegląd Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. LXXXIX, 
1998, No 3, pp. 343-359 , sum . in English.

The au th o r characterises The Travels, one of the m ost popular descrip tions of the 
world in late medieval and  early m odern  E urope (over 250 known m anuscrip ts, 
184 editions in various E uropean languages). Unlike som e literary experts, 
Kaliszuk regards Mandeville as an  h istorical 14th cen tury  figure. He underlines 
th a t the work is divided into two parts: a  description of an  au then tic  Journey to 
the  Holy Land and  a  com pilation of inform ation on coun tries fu rther to the  east 
a s  well a s  an  eth ical-m oral part (com parison of the “b ad ” C hris tians w ith the 
“good” in h ab itan ts  of the  Orient). In Poland The Travels are know n form m an u ­
scrip ts  and  15th and  16th cen tu ry  Incunabu la ; m ost of them  were Latin tr a n s ­
la tions of the G erm an version; the tran s la to r w as D z i e r s ł a w  o f  M a k o c i c e ,  
canon  of Skalbm ierz. Copies of The Travels circulated  in academ ic, ecclesiastic 
an d  m agnatial circles, acting  a s  a  geography handbook and  a s  a  collection of 
exam ples used  in serm ons. (JA)

Feliks Ki r y k ,  Handel Kamieńca Podolskiego w  późnym  średniow ieczu (Ka­
mieniec Podolski’s Trade in the Late Middle Ages), “S tud ia  H istoryczne” 
(Kraków), vol. XLI, No 4 (163), pp. 479-493 , 4 tables, annex, sum . in English.

The a u th o r d iscusses the range of Kamieniec Podolski's trade con tac ts an d  the 
goods s tru c tu re  of th is trade as well a s  the ethnic s tru c tu re  of its m erchan t c lass 
from the time th a t Kamieniec w as first m entioned in sources (1383) to the 1530s. 
On the basis of Lviv and  Kamieniec sources the  a u th o r says th a t Kamieniec 
Podolski traded  with Red R uthenia, w estern  and  central Poland, Silesia, Ruthe- 
n ian  tow ns (including Pskov), Moldavia, W allachia an d  Turkey. This w as a  trade 
In textiles (including cloth and  wool), cattle , ho rses, hides, cereals and  spices. The 
m erchan ts  were of various nationalities, there  were G erm ans, Poles, R uthen ians, 
A rm enians an d  Jew s am ong them , an d  th is  prom oted trade con tac ts. The trade 
w as well organised as  is proved by the existence of a  guild of Kamieniec m erchants. 
The annex  con ta ins a  docum ent issued  by C asim ir Jagiellon on M arch 16, 1481 
w hich confirm ed an d  cited the full text of the  act by which the m unicipal council 
of Kamieniec Podolski set up  the guild on April 9, 1468. (JA)

Jerzy K ł o c z o w s k i , M łodsza Europa. Europa Środkowo-W schodnia w  kręgu 
cywilizacji chrześcijańskiej średniow iecza (The Younger Europe. East-Central 
Europe in the Medieval Christian Civilisation), Warszawa 1998, Państwowy
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Insty tu t Wydawniczy, 534 pp., 52 illustr., 13 m aps, 11 tables, indexes of 
persons an d  geographical, e thn ic  and  political nam es.

This is a  h isto ry  of E ast-C en tra l Europe from the em ergence of s ta te s  in th is  area 
and  their accession to W estern civilisation (9 th -10 th  centuries) to the tu rn  of the 
15th century . The au th o r p resen ts  the history  of Bohemia, Moravia, Poland, 
Hungary, the Teutonic K nights’ s ta te  (from the 13th c.) an d  L ithuania (from the 
14th c.). In keeping with older concepts, those of O skar H a l e c k i  an d  J e n o 
S z u cs,  he em phasises tha t the h istorical developm ent of these s ta te s  had 
com m on features which d istinguished  them  from West E uropean  sta tes. This w as 
due to the fact th a t the s ta tes  of E ast-C en tra l Europe entered  the world of W estern 
cu ltu re  relatively late and  adopted W estern civillsatlonal p a tte rn s  in a sim ilar way 
an d  a t the sam e time. Kłoczowski says th a t In the 10th century there were no 
m ajor civilisational differences between the countries In question  and  R ussia, 
w hich w as u nder the influence of Byzantine cu ltu re; these differences increased 
after R ussia ’s civilisational decline caused  by Mongolian invasions. Kłoczowski 
po in ts ou t th a t the sta te  borders in E ast-C en tra l Europe changed considerably 
in the Middle Ages a s  a resu lt of the estab lishm en t of new sta te s  (the Teutonic 
K nights’ sta te , L ithuania) and  the expansion of Poland and  L ithuania into 
R u then ian  territories in the 14th an d  15th cen turies. (JA )

Stefan K w i a t k o w s k i ,  Zakon niemiecki w  Prusach a um ysłow ość średnio­
wieczna. Scholaslyczne rozumienie praw a natury a etyczna i religijna św ia ­
domość K rzyżaków  do około 1420 roku (The German Order in Prussia and the 
Medieval Mentality. The Scholastic Concept of the Law of Nature and the 
Ethical and Religious Consciousness of the Teutonic Knight up to about 1420), 
Toruń 1998, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Mikołaja Kopernika, 169 pp., sum. 
in German.

The book covers the period from the estab lishm en t of the Teutonic K nights’ sta te  
in P ru ssia  to the end of the Council of C onstance. The au th o r d iscusses the 
influence of E uropean  philosophical cu rren ts  on the Teutonic K nights’ theory th a t 
the ir expansion into P russia , Polish an d  L ithuanian  territories w as Justified, for 
they  were sp read ing  C hristianity. In Kwiatkowski’s opinion th is theory sp rang  
from S t .  A u g u s t i n e ’s idea w ith its vision of a perm anen t fight betw een the 
kingdom  of God and  the tem poral kingdom , an  idea revived by B e r n a r d  o f  
C l a i r v a u x  during  the period of struggle for investiture and  the crusades; 
an o th e r source of th is theory w as the teaching of D u n s  S c o t u s  who regarded 
love of one’s neighbour first and  forem ost a s  an  endeavour to persuade the 
neighbour to love God. The au th o r poin ts ou t th a t St. A ugustine’s an d  D uns 
S co tu s’s  ideas were p resen ted  in Teutonic historiography, in particu lar in P e t e r  
o f  D u s b u r g ’s chronicle and  the argum entation  u sed  a t the Council of Con­
stance  in the Teutonic K nights’ d ispute w ith Poland and  L ithuania. Kwiatkowski 
com pares Teutonic a rgum ents with those p u t forward by Poland. The Poles 
deduced the prohibition again ts a ttack ing  peacefully living pagans and  the 
Justification of alliances w ith them  from the concept of n a tu ra l law created  by 
T h o m a s  A q u i n a s .  (JA)

Beata Mo ż e j ko .  Ród Świnków na pograniczu polsko-krzyżackim  w  średnio­
w ieczu (The Świnka Family in the Polish-Teutonic Borderland in the Middle 
Ages), Gdańsk 1998, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Gdańskiego, 280 pp., 6 
genealogical tables.

The book p resen ts  the genealogy, economic situa tion  and  political activity of the 
b ran ch  of the Św inka knightly family w hich lived in the Dobrzyń and  Chełm no 
region an d  in Zawkrze. The au th o r h as  researched  the period from the arrival of 
th e  family’s first representative in this region (1313) to the decline of the family’s 
im portance, w hen the m ajority of its male m ebers died ou t and  m ost of the esta tes  
p assed  into alien h an d s  (1468). The regions in w hich the Św inkas developed their
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activity belonged to the Polish kingdom, the Teutonic Knights and  Mazovian ru lers 
an d  som etim es changed their sovereign. MożeJko h a s  exam ined the  political 
stance  of the Św inkas and  says th a t w hen the frontier changed, they recognised 
the new  sovereign w ithout any reservations and  som etim es tried to m ain ta in  good 
relations w ith the previous one. This enabled them  to preserve their landed  es ta te s  
an d  their relativity high social rank  in the local com m unity. It also enabled  them  
to m ake a political career, a s  is proved by the fact th a t represen tatives of the  family 
were active a t the Polish, Teutonic an d  Mazovian courts. The au th o r com pares 
the Św inka family’s a ttitude  with the a ttitu d es  of o ther families in the region in 
question  and  says th a t it w as typical of the kn igh ts living in the Polish-Teutonic 
borderland. (JA)

Wojciech M ruk, Rotulae mortuorum i obnoszący je  mnisi w  Europie średnio­
wiecznej (VIII-XV w.). Przyczynek do problemu (Rotulae mortuorum and the 
Monks Carrying Them in Medieval Europe, 8th-15th  c. A contribution to 
research), “Studia Historyczne” (Kraków), vol. XLI, 1998, No 1(160),  pp. 3-12 , 
sum . in English.

The article depicts the m onasteries’ practice of sending docum ents called rotulae 
or rotuli to o ther m onasteries of the sam e order. The docum ents con ta ined  
inform ation on deceased persons connected in some way w ith the m onastery  
sending  the m essage; they also included a  request for prayer for the sou ls of the 
deceased. The oldest form s of the rotulae date back to the end of the 8 th  cen tury . 
At first they were circulated by the B enedictines, from the 11th -1 2 th  cen tu rie s  
also by the C istercians and  P rem onstra tensians and  from the 14 th  cen tu ry  also 
by fratern ities of secu lar p riests  and  laym en. The au th o r em phasises th a t the 
rotulae played an  im portan t role in in tegrating  the m onastic com m unities. He 
d iscusses  scho lars’ a ttem p ts to classify the rotulae and  proposes h is own division 
into the rotulae issued  by an  abbot and  those issued  by an  entire m onastic  
com m unity. The article is based  on sources from France, G erm any, the  N ether­
lands and  Italy. (JA)

Edw ard P o t k o w s k i ,  Kobieta a ksią żka  w  średniow ieczu  — w ybrane pro­
blem y (Woman and  the Book In the Middle Ages  — Selected Issues), “Kwar­
taln ik  H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CX, 1998, No 3, pp. 3 -18 , sum . in 
English.

This Is a  survey of w om en’s activity a s  w riters, readers, prom oters and  copyists 
of books, an d  co rresponden ts from the 6 th  to the 15th cen tu ry  in Latin Europe, 
special a tten tion  being paid to the Polish territories. The au th o r po in ts o u t th a t 
women partic ipated  in all activities connected w ith books, bu t as a resu lt of the 
social reality their participation w as sm aller th an  th a t of m en. Potkowski em p h a­
sises th a t in the 12th and  13th cen tu ries w hen the knowledge of w riting an d  the 
use  of na tional languages spread, noblewomen and  townswomen Joined the circle 
of women of dynastic and  m agnatial families connected w ith books. One of the 
reasons for the developm ent of wom en’s in te rest in books w as th a t som e late 
m edieval w riters a ttribu ted  a  versatile education  to the Holy Virgin, an d  a rtis ts  
often p resen ted  Her w ith a  book in hand . The a u th o r s tre sses  th a t women played 
an  im portan t role in medieval literary activity, especially in poetry and  m ystical 
w ritings, and  th a t the growth of w om en’s reading h ab its  w as in stru m en ta l in the 
developm ent of som e genres of religious and  didactic literature. (JA)

Anna S u p r u n i u k ,  Otoczenie księcia mazowieckiego Siemowita IV (1374- 
1426). Studium o elicie politycznej M azow sza na przełomie XIV i XV wieku  
(The Social Circle of the Mazovian Duke Siemowit IV, 1374-1426. A S tudy on 
M azovia’s Political Elite a t the Turn of the 14th Century), Warszawa 1998, 
Wydawnictwo DiG, 374 pp., 2 annexes, index of persons and geographical 
nam es, sum. in German.
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The book p resen ts  the group of court, country  an d  adm inistrative officials active 
during  the rule of Siemowit IV, duke of Czersk-Raw a from 1374, of Płock from 
1381 and  also of Kujawy (1383-1398) and  Bełsk (from 1388). The au th o r 
characterises the d u k e’s policy, the in s titu tions of power (the m onarch, the ducal 
council, the assem bly), the s tru c tu re  an d  h ierarchy  of offices, the criteria by which 
officials were selected, the social, territorial and  family origin of the officials and  
their influence on the ruler, m easured  by the ten u re  of the highest offices an d  the 
num ber of a tte sta tio n s on ducal docum ents. S u p ru n iu k  says th a t Siemowit IV’s 
sta te  had  a  fixed stru c tu re  of offices and  th a t their staff w as recruited  m ainly from 
the duchy of Płock, Siem owiťs hered itary  land. Alongside represen tatives of the 
m ost powerful knightly families, sou rces indicate the existence of a group of “new 
people” prom oted by the duke to high positions for loyal service. The au th o r 
s tresses  th a t th is social group w as greatly diversified; of several hund red  officials 
only a few exerted a  prolonged influence on governm ent. A large p a rt of the book 
(pp. 121-286) consists  of biographical notes of 228 officials know n from sources 
and  also annexes w ith list of offices, their staffs and  the itineraries of Siemowit 
IV. (JA)

Piotr W ę c o w s k i ,  Działalność publiczna m ożnowładztwa małopolskiego w  
późnym  średniowieczu, Itineraria kasztelanów  i w ojew odów  krakowskich w  
czasach panowania W ładysław a Jagiełły (1386-1434) (The Public Activity of 
Magnates of Little Poland in the Late Middle Ages. The Iteneraries of Cracow  
Castellans and Voivodes in the Reign of Vladislaus Jagiełło, 1386-1434), 
Warszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo DIG, 218 pp., 20 tables, index of persons and 
localities.

The au th o r d iscusses the chronology and  circum stances of the journeys m ade by 
the  principal officials of the Cracow voivodship, who regarded them  as  partic ipa­
tion in politics. He points out th a t some of these travels were regular, connected 
w ith the officials’ stay  a t the royal court an d  w ith their judicial duties. He 
em phasises th a t Journeys connected w ith family life, to a tten d  the christening, 
w edding or funeral of a  relative, u sually  envisaged m eetings w ith o ther rep re­
sen tatives of the political élite and  could be u sed  to d iscuss political m atte rs  and  
take decisions on various isses. Węcowski analyses the geography of these travels 
and  says th a t they were m ostly confined to the a rea  of Little Poland; in h is opinion 
th is show s th a t it w as considered im portan t to conduct policy not only on the 
cen tra l b u t also on the regional level. The book includes an  extensive (pp. 133-179) 
specification of the iteneraries of individual d ignitaries which is fu rbished with 
references to sources. (JA)

Piotr W ę c o w s k i ,  Krakowskie wiece sądow e i ich rola w  życiu politycznym  
w  czasach panowania W ładysław a Jagiełły (The Cracow Judicial A ssem blies 
and Their Role in Political Life during the Reign of Vladislaus Jagiełło), 
“Kwartalnik Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. CV, 1998, No 3, pp. 3 -18 , table, 
sum . in English.

The article deals w ith the Cracow judicial assem blies (colloquia generalia), a  
jud icial in stitu tion  of a higher order than  the coun try  courts; they were the proper 
cou rts  for coun try  dignitaries. Formally, the Judicial assem blies passed  verdicts. 
inc lud ing  precedential ones, an d  adopted regu lations for law courts. B ut the 
au th o r po in ts o u t th a t the functions of Judges an d  a ssesso rs  were perform ed by 
the  m ost im portan t dignitaries of the Cracow Land. The Judicial assem blies were 
th u s  regular m eetings of Little Poland’s political élite a t w hich political decisions 
were also taken . As a  resu lt of the large partic ipation  of petty  kn igh ts a s  
defendan ts an d  w itnesses (some 200-300  cases were exam ined during  one 
m eeting), the d ignitaries had  an  opportun ity  to acqua in t them selves w ith the 
m oods am ong the knights, influence their opinions an d  inform them  of the 
decisions taken . The kn igh ts who took part in a  Judicial assem bly  were treated
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as represen tatives of the whole nobility of the Cracow Land. The au th o r em p h a ­
sises th a t the assem blies were an  im portant stage in the form ation of Polish 
parliam en tarian ism . (JA)

M ałgorzata W i l s k a ,  B łazen na dw orze Jagiellonów (The Jester a t the 
Jagiellons Court), W arszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo “Neriton”, Insty tu t Historii 
PAN, 277 pp., 90 illustr., 1 table, 1 annex, index of persons, sum s, in French 
an d  English.

The au th o r describes the function of a  je s te r a t the Polish royal court in 
1387-1572. She d iscusses the Polish and  Latin nam es referring to Jesters, the 
elem ents and  functions of their costum e, their physical appearance, social an d  
national origin, skills, an d  participation  in court life. W ilska points ou t th a t the 
function  of royal jes te r w as in s titu ted  in Poland during  the reign of V ladislaus 
Jagiełło. She characterises Polish Jesters who, on the whole, are little known. She 
em phasises th a t they had  to be endowed w ith special skills and  an  in tellectual 
p redisposition  required by their specific function, for they were expected to tell 
the  king th ings which were inappropariate  for o ther persons to say. W ilska says 
th a t the appearance  an d  functions of Polish jes te rs  did not differ from those of 
their co u n te rp arts  a t the courts  of W estern and  C entral Europe. In addition to 
w ritten  sources the book is based on a rich iconographie m aterial and  th is is why 
the  illu stra tions constitu te  an  integral pa rt of the book. (JA)

Katarzyna Z a l e w s k a ,  Modlitwa i obraz. Średniowieczna ikonografia różań­
cow a (The Prayer and the Picture. The Medieval Rosary Iconography), War­
szawa 1999, Wydawnictwa Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 157 pp., 16 il­
lustr., sum . In German.

The a u th o r d iscusses w orks of a rt the subject of which indicates th a t they were 
inspired  by the rosary; they were created  in the Polish Kingdom an d  Silesia in the 
second ha lf of the 15th and  the first quarte r of the 16th century . Zalewska says 
th a t there  are  not m any of them  and  they are no t evenly d is tribu ted  in the a rea  
in question . The earliest specim ens (middle of the 15th century) can  be found In 
Silesia, w here they are  also the m ost num erous. In Zalewska’s view th is is due to 
the fact th a t Silesia w as a relatively rich region and  w as open to G erm an and  
Czech cu ltu ra l influence. The d isappearance of th is kind of a rt in Silesia after 
1520 w as. In her opinion, caused  by the progress of the Reform ation. She says 
th a t the situa tion  w as sim ilar in G dansk (a well developed rosary iconography 
an d  its decline after 1520). In the o ther territories a rt works inspired by the rosary 
can  be found only in Little Poland. But they are relatively late (the earliest dating  
from the 1480s) there, few in num ber and not rich in form; they were created even 
after 1520. (JA)

Katarzyna Z a l e w s k a ,  Św iat rozległy i obcy. O średniowiecznych w yobra­
żeniach krajów egzotycznych (The Vast and Alien World. Medieval Ideas of 
Exotic Countries), “Rocznik Historii Sztuki” (Warszawa) vol. XXIII, 1998, pp. 
57-90 , 24 Illustr., sum. in German; e a d e m ,  Średniowieczne plany Rzymu 
w  kształcie lwa (The Medieval Lion-Shaped Maps of Rome), “Ikonotheka” 
(Warszawa) vol. 13, 1998, pp. 75-83, 4 illustr., sum. in English.

The first article concerns the presen ta tion  of overseas countries in the icono­
graphy  of Latin E urope in the 6 th -1 5 th  cen turies. The au th o r draw s atten tion  to 
the diversity an d  richness of iconographie motifs and  also to their schem atic 
character. She says th a t their au th o rs  drew m odels from w hat they saw  in their 
im m ediate neighbourhood. As a  resu lt, d is tan t countries did no t look different 
from Europe and  their exoticism w as indicated by such  accessories a s  tu rbans, 
fan tastic  an im als and  the like. This w as also applied to countries w hich were quite 
frequently  visited by E uropeans, such  as Latin coun tries in the east. This m eans 
th a t th is  w as no t caused  by a  lack of knowledge, b u t by the adoption of an  artistic
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convention and  disin terest in w hat these countries really looked like. In the other 
article the au th o r d iscusses one kind of schem atic p resen ta tions in 13 th  and  14 th 
cen tury  cartography. She points ou t th a t the presen ta tion  of Rome shaped  like a 
lion originated from a  literal in terp re ta tion  of a fragm ent of G e r v a s e  of  
T l l s b u r y ’s treatise (about 1211), who repeated  the opinion o f  H o n o r l u s  called 
A u g u s t o d u n e n s i s .  As far a s  iconography is concerned, these p resen ta tions 
referred to the ideas abou t constellations and  zodiac signs (including the Lion) 
found in the astronom ical and  astrological w ritings of those days. (JA).

EARLY M ODERN TIMES 
(16th-18th c.)

Alina A l e k s a n d r o w i c z ,  Izabela Czartoryska. Polskość i europejskość 
(Izabela Czartoryska. Polishness and Europeanness), Lublin 1998, Wydaw­
nictwo Uniw ersytetu Marii C u rie-Sklodowskiej, 365 pp., illustr., index of 
persons.

The au th o r p resen ts  the cu ltu ra l and  literary in te rests  of Princess Izabela 
C zartoryska (1746-1834). The C zartoryski’s residence a t Puławy w as a  centre 
whose cu ltu ra l Influence rad iated  all over Poland. Unlike King S tan islau s A ugus­
tu s ’ court in W arsaw, it gave preference not to E nlightenm ent ideas b u t to Rococo 
cu ltu re  an d  later to pre-R om anticism . P rincess Izabela and  her h u sb an d  Kazi­
mierz Adam, regarding Poland as  a  pa rt of Europe, propagated the opening of 
Poland to W estern Europe. C hapter I of the book d iscusses the P rincess’s a ttitude  
to the F rench poet Jacq u es  D e l i l l e . It w as a t her recom m endation th a t Delille’s 
poem  Jardins  w as tran sla ted  into Polish (by her daugh ter Maria A nna and  the 
poet Franciszek K a r p i ń s k i )  in 1782; it w as published the following year. The 
poem  inspired  the vision of the garden w hich w as being laid ou t in the Czartorys- 
k ls’ residence at Puławy. The French poet, with  whom the p rincess m ain tained  
friendly correspondence, w as w orshipped a t Puławy, and  so w as T orquato T a s s o ,  
the 16th cen tu ry  Italian poet, au th o r of Gerusalemme Liberata (Jerusalem  De­
livered); th is  is d iscussed  in the next chap te r. Tłie o ther p a rts  of the m onograph 
concern  P rincess Izabela’s trip  to Sw itzerland and  the con tac ts she estab lished  
w ith th a t country  a s  well a s  her jou rney  to E ngland an d  Scotland. The p rin cess’s 
several-year stay  in Britain led to the cu lt of Gothic an d  Gothic Rom anticism  and  
to the cu lt of Shakespeare a t Puławy. This is d iscussed  in C hapters V an d  VI. The 
la s t pa rt of the book concerns the Gothic m useum  of E uropean a rt se t u p  by 
Izabela a t Puławy. (EO)

U rszula A u g u s t y n i a k ,  W azowie i “królowie rodacy” (The V asas and  
Poland’s  “Native K ings”), W arszawa 1999, W ydawnictwo Naukowe Sem per, 
254 pp., illustr., index of persons.

U rszula A ugustyniak’s study  Is a tentative syn thesis of the question of royal power 
in the Com m onwealth of the Two N ations in 1587-1696. It is not a  sum m ing  up 
b u t the opening of a  d iscussion  an d  an  invitation to take pa rt in it.

The m onograph contains of two separa te  p arts . A theoretical p resen ta tion  
prevails in  the first part. The au th o r p resen ts  the d ispu te  in Europe over the na tu re  
of a m odern  s ta te  and  the position of the m onarch. She then  analyses the model 
of an  ideal ru ler in a  m ultinational m onarchy, such  as the Com m onwealth of the 
Two N ations. The next chap te rs concern  the sym bols of royal power an d  the 
p ropaganda in its favour. The au th o r also d iscusses the dignity of k ingship  and  
the au tho rity  of the Com m onwealth.

Teh second pa rt of the m onograph deals w ith the real foundations of royal 
power in  the Po lish-L lthuanian  sta te . The au th o r d iscusses the m onarch ’s 
revenues. A separa te  chap te r is devoted to the royal family; the a u th o r also 
p resen ts  the royal court a s  the m onarch ’s sea t and  an  institu tion  for the  practice 
of politics. In the last chap te r she p resen ts  the  relations betw een the royal court.
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the  nobility an d  the m agnatial opposition. The au th o r poses m any im portan t 
questions; she ask s  if the P olish-L lthuanian  s ta te  had  a  chance of changing  its 
political system  an d  why such  an  evolution tu rned  ou t to be im possible. (EO)

M aria B o g u c k a ,  Bona Sforza, Wroclaw 1998, Wydawnictwo O ssolineum ,
288 pp., selected b ib liogr., illustr., index of persons.

This is a  m onograph on the Italian princess and  Q ueen of Poland — B ona Sforza. 
The first two chap te rs describe the conditions in which Poland’s fu tu re  queen 
grew up; they deal w ith the p rincess’s Italian m otherland, the Sforza family from 
w hich she  w as descended and  the upbringing an d  education she received as  a 
child. Like o ther girls from the Italian ru ling  houses, the young p rincess  w as 
tau g h t by the h u m an is ts  C hrysostom  Colonna and  Antonio de Ferraris to play a 
role in politics (she w as taugh t classical literature , history, Latin, theology, 
elem ents of m athem atics and  geography). The next two ch ap te rs  p resen t the 
E m peror M aximilian I’s endeavours to arrange a  m atch  for Bona; the endeavours 
ended w ith B ona m arrying the Polish King S igism und I in 1518.  The au th o r also 
describes Poland’s political, social and  economic situa tion  a t the beginning of the 
16th century . The next chap te r portrays life a t S igism und I’s court an d  B ona’s 
role a s  pa tro n ess  of cu ltu re . The next pa rt of the book describes B ona’s a ttem p ts  
to se t u p  a  political party  loyal to her and  the circle of her political adversaries. 
C hap ter VII deals w ith family life a t the royal court, s tre ss  being laid on relations 
w ith children , in particu lar w ith S igism und A ugustus. The next two p a rts  of the 
book depict B ona’s influence on Polish foreign policy and  in ternal affairs, in c lud ­
ing the economy. In the penultim ate  chap te r Bona p a rts  w ith her son and  re tu rn s  
to Italy; the au th o r describes how she w as poisoned by an  H absburg ian  agent 
an d  how her la s t will w as forged to benefit Philip II, King of Spain. The las t part 
of the book p resen ts  B ona’s legend in Poland. A black legend predom inated  in 
lite ra tu re  and  historiography un til the 1920s. Bona w as suspected  of the w orst 
possible things, including poisoning. It w as only during  the in ter-w ar period th a t 
s tu d ies  began to appear p resen ting  the services Bona had  rendered In the  field of 
Poland’s foreign policy, econom y an d  cu ltu re . (EO)

Jo la n ta  C h o i ń s k a - M i ka ,  Sejm iki m azow ieckie w  dobie W azów  (The
Mazovian Dietines under the Vasas), W arszawa 1998, W ydawnictwo Sejm o­
we, 213 pp., b ibliogr., illustr., index of persons, annex.

The au th o r describes the dietines of three Mazovian voivodships, those of Mazovia, 
Płock an d  Rawa. A Joint trea tm en t of the three voivodships is Justified for they 
had  a  com m on history, were Incorporated Into the Polish Kingdom relatively la te , 
in  1462-1526, their power élites were un ited  by family ties and  their d ietines were 
linked by political ties. In C hapter I, which p resen ts  the Mazovian d ietines and  
the nobles who partic ipated  in  them , the au th o r depicts the financial situa tion  of 
the Mazovian nobility, the size of royal and  C hurch  esta tes, the various k inds of 
d ietines an d  their d istribu tion , and  characterises the partic ipan ts in the debates 
of d ietines in the Mazovian voivodships. C hapter II concerns the political decisions 
adopted  by the dietines. The au th o r p resen ts  the factors w hich influenced the 
d ietines’ resolutions, the group of noble leaders and  the circulation of inform ation 
and  propaganda. The las t chap te r deals w ith the system  of values of the Mazovian 
nobility an d  its political stance. C hoińska-M ika also analyses the noblem en’s 
a ttitu d e  to their rights and  du ties and  their a ttitu d e  to the Sejm. She pays special 
a tten tion  to the Mazovian nobility’s legalism and  its a ttitude  to the king. She also 
d iscu sses the question  of religious tolerance and  the M azurians’ a ttitu d e  to the 
s ta te ’s foreign policy. The au th o r em phasises th a t the ac ts adopted  by the d ietines 
give lie to the h is to rian s’ view th a t the Mazovian nobility w as exceptionally 
backw ard. The s tudy  is furb ished  w ith a  list of deputies elected by the Mazovian 
d ietines to the Sejm in the years 1587-1668. (EO)
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Andrzej D z i u b i ń s k i ,  Z dziejów  nałogu tytoniowego i produkcji wyrobów  
nikotynowych w  Rzeczypospolitej w  XVII i XVIII wieku (From the History of 
Tobacco Addiction and the Production of Nicotine Products in the Common­
wealth in the 17th and 18th Centuries), “Kwartalnik Historyczny” (Warszawa), 
vol. CV, 1998, No 2, pp. 33 -51 , sum . in English.

It is believed th a t tobacco appeared in Europe in 1560 w hen Je a n  Nicot. French 
am b assad o r to Portugal, sen t tobacco seeds to C atherine de Médici, Q ueen of 
France. In Poland the p lan t becam e known 30 years later w hen the Polish envoy 
in Is tanbu l, Paweł U chański, sen t tobacco seeds to Q ueen Anne Jagiellon. Tobacco 
an d  its  use  spread  quickly in the Po lish-L ithuanian  sta te , in particu lar am ong 
soldiers an d  craftsm en. As early as 1646 the im port of tabacco becam e liable to 
duty, P ipe-sm oking and  snuff-tak ing  becam e popular in the m iddle of the 17th 
cen tu ry  and  were p ractised  by all social s tra ta , also the peasan try . King Jo h n  III 
Sobieski w as a pipe-sm oker, probably from 1683 on.

The first tobacco p lan ta tions appeared in Europe in the first ha lf of the 17th 
cen tury , b u t tobacco from America w as cheaper. In Poland trade in tobacco w as 
in the  h an d s  of Scottish  m erchan ts . Until the middle of the 17 th  cen tu ry  the word 
“ta b a k a ” w as u sed  in the Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth to denote all k inds 
of tobacco. From the middle of th a t cen tu ry  w ords of T urkish  origin began to be 
u sed  for tobacco, tobacco-pouch, pipe an d  p ipe-stem . According to the au th o r 
th is  m eans th a t the im port of tobacco from the O ttom an Em pire m ust have been 
large. The first tobacco p lan ta tions on a com m ercial scale appeared  in Poland at 
the beginning of the 18 th  century , and  it w as then  th a t production  of tobacco w as 
s ta rted  by craftsm en. In the 18th cen tu ry  sm oking w as w idespread. Tobacco 
p roduc ts  an d  pipes were produced in m anufactories. In 1775 excise w as laid on 
incom e from tobacco products and  in 1777 the im port of tobacco becam e a  
monopoly. (EO)

Stan isław a H o c z y k - S i w k o w a .  Wodociągi lubelskie w  XV-XV1I w ieku (The 
W ater Supply Service in Lublin in the 1 5 th -l7 th  Centuries), “Kwartalnik 
Historii K ultury M aterialnej” (Warszawa), vol. XLV, 1997, No 2, pp. 161-177, 
sum . in French, m aps.

The article p resen ts  the history  of developm ent and  the technology of the oldest 
w ater supply  service in Lublin on the basis of handw ritten  sources and  archeo­
logical, a rch itec tu ra l an d  iconographie relics. The au th o r h as  localised the first 
w ater-p ipe laid in Lublin in the 15th cen tu ry  and  in analysing  the w ater-supp ly  
system  in the 16 th - 17th cen tu ries h a s  reconstructed  the a rea  it covered and  its 
functioning. W ater w as supplied to the town from the W rotkowski Pond and  the 
Bystrzyca river by wooden pipes to a  w ater pum p an d  then  by m etal pipes to a 
special wooden case. Hoczyk-Siwkowa also d iscusses the w ater supply  netw ork 
in  the  town itself (water cases, w ater wells) and  charac te rises the bu ilders of the 
w ate r-supp ly  system . (AK).

Andrzej Ka r p i ń s k i ,  Fundacje posagow e w  dużych miastach R zeczypospo­
litej w  XVI-XVIII w. (Dowry Foundations in Large Towns of the Polish-Lithu- 
anian Commonwealth in the 16th-18th Centuries), “Kwartlanik Historyczny” 
(Warszawa), vol. CV, 1998, No 1, pp. 3-20 , sum . in English, tables.

The essay  is a  tentative characterisa tion  of “St. N icholas’s boxes”, th a t is, charity  
foundations w hich provided financial ass is tance  to Indigent girls who w anted to 
get m arried. The a u th o r d iscusses the functioning of these in s titu tions in Wilno, 
Poznań, Cracow and  W arsaw  in the 16 th -18 th  cen tu ries on the b asis  of the 
founda tions’ docum ents. He h a s  m anaged to find nearly  20 of these boxes which 
controlled som e 50 dowry funds.

R epresentatives of p rosperous nobility, of the Episcopate an d  u rb an  pa tri­
c ian s  predom inated  am ong the in itia to rs an d  donors of these charitab le  in s titu-
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tions. The dowries were usually  given to poor craftsm en’s dau g h te rs  who w orked 
a s  dom estic servants.

An analysis of more th an  700 dowries indicates th a t in the  period u n d er 
review th ree -q u a rte rs  of the dowries were w orth abou t 200 gram s of silver each; 
th is equalled abou t 200 days’ wages of an  unskilled  labourer or the  earn ings a 
dom estic servan t would have got for several years of work. For w om en from the 
poorer s tra ta  of the population such  a  dowry w as by no m eans a  sm all sum  and 
it could raise their a ttrac tiveness on the local m atrim onial m arket. (EO)

Tadeusz K a s a b u ł a ,  Ignacy M assalski b iskup w ileński (Ignacy M assalski, 
Bishop of  Wilno), Lublin 1998, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Lubelskiego, 626 
pp., bibliogr., sum . In G erm an, tables, specifications.

This extensive biography of one of the m ost prom inent b ishops of th e  18 th  cen tu ry  
Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth is based on diverse source m ateria ls  (corre­
spondence, consistorial docum ents, records of the episcopal chancellery, docu­
m en ts of trials) kept in the Archivum Secretum  V aticanum  in Rome, L ithuan ia’s 
C entral H istorical Archives in Vilnius, the Library of the L ithuan ian  A cademy of 
Sciences In Vilnius, C entral Archives of H istorical Records in W arsaw, S tate  
Archives in Białystok, the B ernard ines’ archives in Cracow, th e  Czartoryski 
Library in Cracow and  tłie U niversity Library in Vilnius.

The a u th o r argues th a t Ignacy M assalski w as very active a s  a  C hurch  
h ierarch  and  senator; he headed the T reasury  D epartm ent of the  Perm anent 
Council and  helped organise the N ational E ducation Com m ission (1773), the first 
lay m inistry  of education  in Europe.

M assalski took pa rt in the Sejm which endorsed the first partition  of Poland 
and  w as a  m em ber of the Targowica C onfederation which w anted  to overthrow  
the  Sejm and  the C onstitu tion  of May 3rd  1791 w ith R ussian  help; he w as hanged  
in 1794. In K asabu ła’s opinion M assalski w as a  person whom it w ould be difficult 
to fully condem n for he reorganised  an d  improved the functioning of the V ilnius 
diocese, in itia ted  the  organisation  of parish  m issions, reform ed pa rish  schools 
an d  hosp ita ls an d  opposed the practice of forcing Jew s to convert to Catholicism . 
(AK)

Cezary Kukl o ,  Kobieta sam otna w  społeczeństw ie miejskim u schyłku  
Rzeczypospolitej szlacheckiej. Studium demograficzno-społeczne (The Single 
Woman in Urban Society a t the End of the Noblemen’s Commonwealth. A 
demographic and social study), Białystok 1998, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu 
w Białymstoku, 267 pp., bibliogr., sum. in French, annexes, tables, illustr.

The a u th o r show s the place and  role of single women (unm arried  women, 
divorcees, widows) in Polish tow ns a t the end of the 18th cen tu ry  on the b as is  of 
rich archival m ateria ls (m unicipal court records, chu rch  inspections, docum ents 
of various fratern ities an d  hospitals, diaries and  mem oirs) from six tow ns (War­
saw, Cracow, O lkusz, Praszka, Radziejów and  Wieluń). Kuklo po in ts ou t th a t 
single women, who headed every 4 th -7 th  u rb an  household , played an  im portan t 
role in u rb an  economy. They belonged to various age groups an d  only som e of 
them  (especially in the over 40-years group) stood a chance of changing  their civil 
s ta tu s . In order to overcome their loneliness and  a certain  social isolation, they 
frequently  took pa rt in the activity of church  fraternities, partic ipating  in religious 
services an d  processions, collecting con tribu tions for charitab le  p u rposes and  
looking after the sick an d  orphans. (AK)

Michał K u l e c k i , Wygnańcy ze Wschodu. Egzulanci w  Rzeczypospolitej w  
ostatnich latach panowania Jana Kaziemierza i za  panow ania Michała 
Korybuta Wiśniowieckiego (Exiles from  the East. Exiles in the Commonwealth 
in the Last Years of John Casimir’s Reign and in the Reign of Michael Korybut
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Wiśniowiecki), W arszawa 1997, Wydawnictwo DiG, 236 pp., blbliogr., list of 
abbreviations. Index of persons.

The book concerns the nobility from the territories w hich the P olish-L ithuanian  
s ta te  lost a s  a  resu lt of its w ars w ith C ossacks and  Muscovy in the second half of 
the 17th century . The book covers the years 1667-1773. The first date is the year 
of the Polish-M uscovite truce of A ndrussovo by virtue of w hich a large pa rt of the 
territory lost during  the w ar operations w as left un d er perm anen t Muscovite 
control. The latter date m arks the death  of Michael Korybut Wiśniowiecki under 
whose reign the problem  of the nobility from the lost territories exerted a great 
influence on political life in the Com m onwealth of the Two N ations. The au th o r 
holds the view that, con trary  to the opinion expressed in historiography, the exiles 
were only sporadically used  by the opposition in its strife against the King. Kulecki 
estim ates th a t the exiled nobility num bered  several th o u san d  persons, including 
m em bers of their families, and  th a t a t m ost several h u nd red  of them  were 
politically active. The exiles’ political role w as not due to their num ber b u t to the 
fact th a t in  the Sejm they rep resen ted  the Sm olensk and  Chernigov voivodships 
and  the easte rn  Kiev region, th a t is, territories w hich no longer belonged to the 
Com m onwealth. By dem anding th a t the Sejm g ran t them  the com pensation  they 
had  been prom ised, they disorganised  political life and  becam e a serious political 
problem. The au th o r h as  portrayed the exiled nobility not only in the forum  of the 
Sejm and  the  d ietines b u t also a s  a  social group. (EO )

J a n u s z  Ł o s o w s k i, Kancelarie m iast szlacheckich w ojew ództw a lubelskie­
go od X V  do XVIII w ieku (The Chancelleries o f N oblem en’s Towns in Lublin 
Voivodship from  the 15th to the 18th Century), Lublin 1997, Agencja Wydaw- 
niczo-H andlow a Antoni D udek, 273 pp., b ibliogr., sum . in G erm an, index of 
persons, index of geographical nam es, annexes, tables, m ap.

The stu dy  is based  on m unicipal records, public registers, docum ents of parish  
inspections and  handw ritten  copies of m unicipal privileges kept in the C entral 
Archives of H istorical Records in W arsaw, the  S tate  Archives in Lublin and  
G dansk, the  H. Ł opaciński Library in Lublin, the Library of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences in Cracow and  the C zartoryski Library in Cracow. On the basis  of 
these sources the au th o r d iscusses the adm in istra tive and  Judicial com petence 
of the organs of m unicipal au thorities, the functioning of the chancelleries, and  
the s tru c tu re  of their ex tan t docum ents; separa te  sections of the book characterise  
the people employed in the chancelleries (they were of local origin, had  a  m odest 
education  an d  were a t an  advanced age w hen taking over the du ties of a  m unicipal 
scribe) an d  analyses the work of the chancelleries of private towns.

Łosowski h a s  show n th a t landow ners and  e sta te  leaseholders interfered on 
a  large scale in the adm inistrative an d  Judicial m atte rs  of noblem en’s tow ns and  
th a t the work of the chancelleries, which usua lly  employed b u t one m an, w as 
subord inated  to the rhythm  of n a tu re . (AK)

Jerzy M i c h a l s k i ,  Publicystyka i parapublicystyka doby Sejmu 1776 roku 
(Political and Para-political Writings during the 1776 Sejm), “Kwartalnik 
Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. CV, 1998, No 1, pp. 21-64 , sum . in English.

The au th o r analyses political w ritings, m ostly handw ritten , connected w ith the 
period betw een the Sejm of 1773-1775 an d  the one held in 1776. This source, 
quite a b u n d a n t in fact, h as  been so far practically  ignored by h is to rians. Some of 
the w ritings were ra th e r naïve primitive p ropaganda m ateria ls produced by 
adversaries of the Perm anent Council, a  cen tral in stitu tion  set up  in  1773 to curb  
the a rb itra rin ess  of irremovable m in isters. Indirectly, these a ttack s s tru ck  a  blow 
a t King S tan is lau s  A ugustus, a suppo rte r of the new  institu tion  w hich w as set up  
on the order of C atherine II, who hoped th is would streng then  her political position 
in Poland. A large p a rt of these political w ritings w as on a h igher level; their 
a u th o rs  were linked to the C onfederation of Bar, a  noblem en’s group w hich waged
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a  w ar against R ussia in 1768-1772. A nother p a rt of the w ritings consists  of le tte rs 
to dletlnes before the 1776 Sejm, w ritten by leading represen tatives of the Family, 
a  political faction which a t first w as linked to the King b u t passed  over to the 
opposition w hen the Confederation of Bar w as formed. The au th o rs  of these 
w ritings b randed  the Perm anent Council for b reaking the law an d  criticised the 
p lanned  increase in taxation. On the whole, the K ing and  the partition ing  powers, 
responsible for the estab lishm ent of the ha ted  Perm anent Council, were not 
a ttacked . Besides, the oppositionists sought support a t St. P etersburg’s court. 
The political w ritings of the royal cam p were less dynam ic and  were not aggressive 
in form. In the opinion of the royal cam p, the crisis originated in Saxon tim es an d  
w as caused  by the decrease in the King’s prerogatives. The ad h e ren ts  of the King’s 
party  s tressed  their a ttachm en t to the ideals of the nobility’s freedom and  
presen ted  S tan islau s A ugustus’ accession to the throne a s  an  act of Providence. 
(EO)

S tanisław  N i e z a b i t o w s k i ,  Dzienniki 1695-1700  (Diary 1695-1700), ed. 
Alojzy S a j k o w s k i ,  Poznań 1998, W ydawnictwo Naukowe U niw ersytetu 
Poznańskiego im. A dam a Mickiewicza, 375 pp., glossary of Old Polish and  
Latin w ords, index of persons, m ap.

This p a rt of the diary of S tanisław  Niezabitowski, cup -beare r from Kalisz, covers 
the years 1695-1700; it is a  fragm ent of a  larger whole, the ex tan t p a rt of which 
opens In 1682. The diary is an  excellent source to the history  of custom  in 
L ithuania, to legal cases and  political m atters; it also con tains inform ation on 
reading m atter (Niezabitowski him self had  a library of 700 volum es) and  on the 
decline of the Calvinist com m unity In L ithuania. The au th o r of the d iary w as from 
1670 one of the three general stew ards of the Birże Radziwiłłs’ e s ta tes  which 
Ludwika Karolina inherited  after the death  of her fa ther Bogusław, the L ithuanian  
equerry. Ludwika Karolina m arried Ludwig von Hohenzollern; her second h u s ­
b and  w as C harles Philip, duke of Neuburg. The editor chose the years 1695-1700 
for it w as an  extremely in teresting  period in L ithuan ia’s history, a  period m arked 
by the w eakening position of the Calvinist nobility. Ludwika Karolina, duchess of 
N euburg, protector of C alvinists, died ln 1685, an d  1699 w as the year of the battle  
of Okielniki, the clim ax in the civil w ar waged by the m agnatial Sapieha family 
against the nobles’ opposition which w as supported  by the o ther m agnates. 
Including the Catholic line of the Radzlwiłłs. These events were of m om entous 
im portance, for both  the Catholic Radzlwiłłs and  the Sap lehas laid claim to the 
es ta te s  left by the D uchess of Neuburg, despite the fact th a t Ludwika Karolina 
had  a  daughter, p rincess Sophie. (EO)

Stanisław R o s z a k ,  Środowisko intelektualne i artystyczne W arszaw y w  
połowie XVIII w. M iędzy kulturą sarm atyzm u i oświecenia (The Intellectual 
and Artistic Milieux in W arsaw in the Middle of the 18th Century. Between  
the Cultures of Sarmatism and Enłightenment), Toruń 1997, Wydawnictwo 
Adam Marszałek, 182 pp., bibliogr., index of persons, tables.

The book ch aracterises the cu ltu re  of W arsaw u n d er King A ugustus III (1733- 
1763). It h a s  six chap te rs. In the first the  au th o r d iscusses the concepts of 
S arm atian  an d  Enlightenm ent cu ltu re , in the second he characterises the func­
tioning of cu ltu ra l and  creative cen tres in the city, in the th ird  he analyses the 
role of various factors which strengthened  or w eakened the form ation of the local 
élites. The o ther chap te rs concern the national and  territorial origin of the group 
of a rtic ts  an d  in tellectuals, the in frastruc tu re  of cu ltu re , and  the two cu ltu res, 
practical an d  philosophical in the middle of the 18th century . In conclusion 
Roszak em phasises the necessity  of a  dualistic  approach  to the developm ent of 
cu ltu re  so a s  to take into accoun t the reviving S arm atian  ideals as well as the 
slow adoption of Enlightenm ent models.
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The au tho r h as  m ade use of m anuscrip ts, contem porary prin ted  m atter, the 
p ress and  correspondence of leading represen tatives of the élite of those days kept 
in the C entral Archives of H istorlal R ecords in W arsaw, the Saltykov-Shchedrin 
Library in St. Petersburg, the Stefanyk Library in Lviv, and  the Library of the 
L ithuanian  Academy of Sciences in Vilnius. (AK)

Rozprawa Jana Zam oyskiego o senacie rzym skim  (Jan Zam oyski's Treatise 
on the Roman Senate), edited, tran sla ted  and  com m ented by M arek K r y ł o -  
w i c z  and  Wojciech W i t o w s k i ,  Lublin 1997, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu 
M arii Curie-Sklodowskiej , 324 pp., illustr., sum . in English.

The editors p resen t the original Latin text of J a n  Zamoyski's treatise De senatu  
romano w hich w as published in Padua in 1563. This w as the doctoral thesis of 
the  fu ture chancellor and grand hetm an  of Poland, w ritten a t the suggestion of 
Carlo Sigonio, professor at the University of Padua. The editors have explicated 
the  Latin abbreviations used  by Zamoyski in the  original text and  have also taken 
into accoun t Zam oyski’s erra ta . The edition Includes a transla tion  of the treatise 
into Polish. Four chap te rs of extensive com m entaries have been added. In the first 
the editors depict young Zamoyski’s stud ies a t the University of Padua. The second 
chap te r is an  analysis of Zamoyski’s treatise  from the point of view of the research  
m ethod applied by him . The next chap te r analyses the young doctor of law’s 
knowledge of Roman law. In the last part of their com m entaries the editors presen t 
their opinion on w hether young Zam oyski’s treatise w as useful to him  in his later 
political career. They have also tried to define w hat Zamoyski though t in 1563 of 
the connection betw een the Roman republican tradition and  the political system  
of the Polish kingdom. (EO)

Ryszard S k o w r o n ,  Dyplomaci polscy w  H iszpanii w  XVI i XVII w ieku (Polish 
Diplomats in Spain in the 16th and 17th Centuries), Kraków 1997, Towarzy­
stwo Autorów i Wydawców Prac Naukowych U niversitas, 312 pp., bibliogr., 
index of persons and  geographical nam es, annexes, m aps, sum . in S panish .

The book concerns Polish-Spanish  relations in the 16th and  17th cen turies, a  
sub ject w hich has not yet been fully researched . The au th o r focuses a tten tion  on 
Polish envoys’ visits to Spain in 1518-1696. He p resen ts  the objectives of their 
m issions, their organisation, the d ip lom ats’ activity a t the M adrid court and  their 
everyday life. The book is arranged  chronologically. In the first two chap te rs 
Skow ron analyses the reign of the las t two Jagiellons, up  to 1572. Poland’s m ain 
problem  in her relations w ith Spain at th a t time w as to recover the duchies of 
Bari and  R ossano in the Kingdom of Naples, the legacy left by Q ueen Bona 
d ’Aragona, m other of S igism und A ugustus, the las t Polish King of the Ja g iellonian  
dynasty . The next chap te r covers the years 1572-1586 and  concerns m ainly the 
ten  year reign of S tephen Batory. R elations w ith Spain were no longer focused on 
Q ueen B ona’s inheritance. Spain endeavoured to gain Poland’s help in the 
N etherlands while Poland sought to secure S pa in ’s participation  in the an ti-T u rk ­
ish  league. C hap ters IV and  V deal w ith the years 1587-1648, the reign of two 
ru le rs  of the V asa dynasty, S igism und III and  h is son L adislaus IV. Polish -S p a n ish  
re lations were enlivened a t th a t time owing to p lans for an  anti-Sw edish  and  an 
a n ti-F ren ch  alliance; b u t the p lans were not Im plem ented. The next chap ter, 
w hich concerns the years 1649-1696, covers the reign of Jo h n  Casim ir (the last 
k ing  of the V asa dynasty), Michael Korybut Wiśniowiecki and  Jo h n  III Sobieski. 
In view of the change in Poland’s foreign policy from a p ro -H absburg ian  to a more 
p ro -F rench  line, the im portance of P o lish-S panish  relations declined and  the 
n u m b er of diplom atic m issions decreased. (EO)

Jerzy  S t a r n a w s k i  in co llabora tion  w ith K rystyna K u j a w i ń s k a -  
C o u r t n e y ,  Anglo-polonica, Łódź 1997, O m ega-Praksis, 192 pp., index of 
persons.
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The study  consists  of several separa te  parts  which are connected by a  com m on 
subjec t-m atter: Polish-English cu ltu ral relations. Each part is m ade up  of several 
stud ies. Part I deals w ith the reception in England of the works of Maciej Kazimierz 
S a r b i e w s k i ,  a  Polish poet of the first half of the 17th  cen tu ry  who wrote in Latin. 
He is known in the B ritish Isles as Casim ir. The au th o r p resen ts  the a ttitu d e  of 
English 17th and  18th cen tu ry  poets to Sarbiewski (references to the sub jec ts he 
raised, p araph rases, tran sla tion  into English). He also analyses the articles on 
the Polish poet published in the periodical “Classical Jo u rn a l” in 1814-1822, and  
Sarbiew ski’s texts in anthologies of new -Latin poetry published  in 1979-1989. 
Part II is m ore versatile and  is devoted to Poland as a sub ject d iscussed  in the 
B ritish Isles a t the end of the 18th and  in the early 19th centuries. The next 
inextensive p a rt Is a  collection of stud ies concerning m inor questions, such  as 
Byron’s letter kept in the Voivodship Library in Opole an d  a poem on Poland 
recited by an  English school girl in 1941.  The last part of the book is devoted to 
English, American and  Polish scholarly links connected w ith stud ies on the Polish 
an d  English languages. (EO)

Barbara S z y m c z a k ,  Działalność dyplomacji brandenburskiej w  okresie 
bezkrólewia w  Rzeczypospolitej w  1648 (The Activity of Brandenburgian 
Diplomacy during the 1648 Interregnum in the Polish-Lithuanian Common­
wealth), “Przegląd Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. LXXXIX, No 1, pp. 25-48.

The study  is based  m ainly on published m aterials which are supplem ented  by 
records from Geheim es S taa tsarch iv  Berlin-D ahlem . D uring the in terregnum  
after the death  of L adislaus IV, B randenburg, ruined by the Thirty Years War, w as 
in no position to m ake dem ands on the Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth from 
a  position of streng th . Nevertheless, the elector Frederick-W illiam had  concrete 
aim s in view and  in tended to achieve them  by tak ing  advantage of the rivalry for 
the throne betw een the b ro thers of the deceased King, and  of the w eakening of 
the Com m onwealth by the Chmielnicki rising w hich broke out in 1648. Like his 
p redecessors, Frederick-W illiam w anted the B randenburg  electors to be g ranted  
the right to sit in the Polish Senate a s  P russian  dukes, and  also p u t forward new 
dem ands and  proposals. His efforts to win the support of the Polish P ro testan t 
nobles failed, and  the L utheran  towns in Royal P russia  also rejected the proposal 
to co-operate with the elector du ring  the in terregnum . Frederick-W illiam tried to 
m ake use of the Prim ate’s request for military help, recruit troops in the D uchy 
of P russia  and send them  to Poland a t her expense. B ut th is was disapproved by 
the P russian  E states and  aroused  fears am ong the Polish nobility. The elector 
took the side of Jo h n  C asim ir a t the beginning of the in terregnum  and  through 
h is ad h e ren ts  tried to influence the nobility in G reat Poland. The new  king repaid 
th is service by relieving the elector from paying hom age in person, b u t the elector 
did not gain the right to elect the king. (EO)

K rystyna Z i e n k o w s k a ,  Stanisław  A ugust Poniatowski (Stanislaus A ugu­
stu s Poniatowski), Wroclaw 1998, W ydawnictwo O ssolineum , 416 pp., il­
lu s tr., index of persons.

This is a  biography of Poland’s last King, S tan is lau s A ugustus Poniatowski 
(1764-1795), p resen ted  against a wide background of Polish-L ithuanian  history 
and  the sta te  of political forces in Europe. The book is arranged chronologically. 
The a u th o r portrays the childhood of the fu ture King, who cam e from a m agnatial 
family w hich had  Just acquired  a  high political, social an d  financial position; 
Zienkow ska p resen ts  S tan is lau s A ugustu s’ family, h is education  in Poland and  
abroad , and  h is links w ith Freem asonry. She describes the political system  of the 
Po lish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth an d  the political parties u n d er A ugustus III 
W ettin (the 1740s and  1750s), and  against th is background p resen ts  the position 
of the Poniatowski family, which w as linked w ith the C zartoryskis’ faction, the 
so-called Family, a  group which asp ired  to carry  ou t reform s in the c risis-stuck
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Pollsh-Lith u a n ian  sta te . These p lan s influenced the political stance of the fu ture  
King’s father. The au th o r analyses S tan is lau s A ugustus’ stay  in St. Petersburg  
and  h is liaison with the E m press C atherine II. The political fu ture of the young 
Poniatowski w as determ inated  by h is love affair with C atherine and  the fact tha t 
h is  Czartoryski cousins were ready to co-operate w ith R ussia to carry  o u t their 
p lans of reforms and  assum e power in Poland. For C atherine Poniatowski becam e 
an  ideal candidate  to the Polish th rone w hen A ugustus III W ettin died in 1763. 
The au th o r p resen ts  the beginning of S tan is lau s A ugustu s’ reign, the first reforms, 
h is  political separation  from the C zartoryskis, h is a ttem p ts to free him self from 
control and  the first partition  of Poland. W hereas the m onarch  succeed in 
becom ing independent of his powerful Czartoryski cousins, he did not m anage to 
escape from R ussian  tutelage u n til the  beginning of the 1790s. R ussia’s Involve­
m ent in the w ar w ith Turkey m ade it possible for the Four Years Sejm ( 1788-1792) 
to carry  ou t a  great program m e of reform s, topped with the C onstitu tion  of May 
3, 1791.  The defeat of Polish forces in the  w ar w ith R ussia in 1792 sealed the 
C om m onw ealth’s fate, Zienkowska em phasises th a t S tan islau s A ugustus reigned 
in an  extrem ely difficult period; the economic situation  of the sta te  w as tragic and  
the p lans of reform s provoked an  arm ed intervention of the country’s strongest 
neighbour, R ussia. The King did no t lack good will and  w as ready to act to raise 
the Polish-L ithuanian  state  from its decline. But h is endeavours ended in h is 
personal defeat and  the final fall of the sta te . Not w ithout blam e w as the political 
opposition w hich did not hesita te  to be tray  Poland’s in te rests  b u t, a s  the au th o r 
em phasises , S tan is lau s A ugustus Poniatowski acquired the throne with the help 
of R ussian  forces an d  th roughou t h is reign w as stigm atised a s  R ussia’s friend. 
(EO)

Zmierzch kultury staropolskiej. Ciągłość i k ryzysy  (wieki XVII-XIX) (The 
Decline of Old Polish Culture. Continuity and Crises, 17th-19th Centuries), 
eds Urszula A u g u s t y n i a k  and Adam K a r p i ń s k i ,  Warszawa 1997, 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe Semper, 134 pp., index of persons.

The texts in the volume are the fruit of a  conference organised in W arsaw in 1995 
by the In s titu te  of Literary R esearch of the Polish Academy of Sciences and  the 
H istorical Institu te  of W arsaw University. The objective of the conference w as to 
com pare the opinions of researchers rep resen ting  various b ranches of the h u ­
m anities on the tu rn ing  points in  the developm ent of old Polish cu ltu re  und to 
estab lish  w hether there w as any correspondence in the con tinuance of old Polish 
legacy in the individual fields of social life from the end of the 17th to the 19th 
century .

Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n  who w rites abou t some questions concerning 
Polish cu ltu re  a t the tu rn  of the 17th cen tu ry  denies th a t the breakdow n of some 
principles of old Polish policy can be unequivocally linked to Enlightenm ent 
trends; B arbara  P r z y b y s z e w s k a - J a r m i ń s k a  criticises the use  of the term  
“old Polish m usic” w ith reference to the 17th  cen tu ry  m usic of the Com m onwealth 
w here all k inds and  styles of E uropean  B aroque m usic were practised . Andrzej 
B. Z a k r z e w s k i  analyses the functioning of relics of old Polish law in the three 
partition  zones. M arek P r e j s  charac te rises the elem ents of continuity  and  crisis 
of the old Polish epoch, evident in late Baroque literatu re . M arta L e ś n i a k o w s k a  
d iscu sses old Polish and  new Polish arch itec tu re , tak ing the Polish m anor house 
as  an  exam ple. (AK)

19th  CENTURY  
(till 1918)

Dwór polski w  XIX wieku. Zjawisko historyczne i kulturowe (The Polish 
Manor-House in the 19th Century. An Historical and Cultural Phenomenon),
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W arszawa 1998, W ydawnictwo Stow arzyszenia Historyków Sztuki, 341 pp., 
illustr.

These are m aterials from the Fourth Sem inar of the Association of Art H istorians, 
organised in Kielce in O ctober 1997 and  devoted to noblem en’s an d  landow ners’ 
abodes, a  question  which is a ttrac tin g  the a tten tion  of scholars of various 
disciplines. In the 19th cen tury  the m ano r-house  played a  specific role a s  a  
cu ltu ra l phenom enon, a s  a  centre of Polish intellectual life; it perform ed various 
economic, social and cu ltu re-bu ild ing  functions, frequently replacing the s tru c ­
tu res  of the non-ex isten t Polish sta te . In the in troductory  article entitled  Who 
Should Deal with M anor-Houses and  Why?, L. K a j z e r points ou t the possibilities 
of research  work for h is to rian s of arch itecture , experts in a rt collections and  
libraries am assed  by Polish landow ners before World War II, and  also for h is to ­
rian s of learning an d  scholars in terested  in social relations. The volum e also 
includes articles on the role of m ano r-houses in cultivating and  prom oting Polish 
trad itions in various regions of the country, e.g. in G reat Poland (A. Ł u c z a k ,  
Works o f Art and Libraries in M anor-Houses in Great Poland in the 19th and  20th  
Centuries, pp. 77-98), in the eastern  borderland (T. E p s zt e i n .  Intellectual and  
Cultural Life in L andow ners’ M anor-Houses in Volhynia, Podolia and Ukraine in 
the Second H alf o f the 19th Century, pp. 185-202) and  in C entral Poland, in 
particu la r in the Kielce region. The partic ipan ts in the sem inar also d iscussed  
som e detailed questions, such  a s  the spatial a rrangem ent of m ano r-houses , 
unknow n collections of works of a rt (especially portra its  and  photographs) and  
diverse valuable libraries, a s  well a s  aesthetic  an d  legal questions connected with 
the resto ra tion  of m ano r-h o u ses retrieved by their ow ners in the last few years. 
(MM)

Tadeusz E p s z t e i n ,  Edukacja dzieci i młodzieży w  polskich rodzinach 
ziemiańskich na Wołyniu, Podolu i Ukrainie w  II poł. XIX wieku (The Education 
of Children and Youth in Polish Landowning Families in Volhynia, Podolia and  
Ukraine in the Second Half of the 19th Century), Warszawa 1998, Wydawnic­
two DIG i Instytut Historii PAN, 233 pp., index of persons, blbliogr., illustr., 
tables.

S urrounded  by the non-Polish  U krainian elem ent and  faced w ith the  hostile 
a ttitu d e  of the R ussian  au thorities, the Polish landow ning class in the former 
easte rn  borderland of the P olish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth considered it their 
prim ary task  in the 19 th  cen tu ry  to re ta in  their land and  Polish possessions. Their 
public activities were subord inated  to the defence of national property  and  
Identity; th is duty  also influenced the landow ners’ private life. Epsztein show s 
th a t it also determ ined the education  of the younger generation. In the landow ning 
fam ilies in the borderland s tre ss  w as laid on dom estic education; teachers and  
tu to rs  were carefully chosen and  great a tten tion  w as paid to foreign language 
teaching. After being taugh t a t hom e, boys from landow ning families a tten ted  
secondary  schools, u sually  sta te , th a t is, R ussian  ones, b u t they were also 
frequently  sen t to G erm an schools in C ourland or Polish ones in Galicia; girls 
were sen t to the Polish Kingdom an d  Galicia, w here the num ber of private schools 
for girls w as steadily rising. University stud ies were the las t stage of education  as 
far a s  boys were concerned; the p a ren ts  chose universities all over E urope for 
their sons, b u t m ost willingly G erm an ones (e.g. a t Dorpat). From the end of the 
19th cen tu ry  more an d  more young people a ttended  universities and  the p re ­
viously popu lar law stud ies began to be replaced by agricu ltu ral ones. The young 
landow ners frequently did not bo ther to get a  university  degree an d  in their la ter 
life they often engaged in work w hich had  noth ing  in com m on w ith their studies; 
in the 19th and  early 20 th  cen tu ries landow ners in the eastern  borderland  were 
frequently  am ateu r archeologists, e thnographers, meteorologists and  chem ists. 
As a resu lt, says Epsztein, it was, to a  large extent, th an k s  to the education  system
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that Polish national and cu ltu ra l identity  survived, b u t the price paid w as the 
isolation of landow ners from the outside world.

The book is based on handw ritten  sources from Polish and  U krainian 
archives an d  libraries and on prin ted  publications. It ends w ith a list of Polish 
s tu d en ts  from the landow ning families in Volhynia, Podolia and  U kraine who 
stud ied  at E uropean universities in 1864-1914. (MM)

Historia G dańska (A History of  Gdańsk), vol. I V / 1 1815-1920, ed. E dm und 
C i e ś l a k ,  Sopot 1998, Wydawnictwo Lex, 536 pp., illustr., m aps.

This successive volume of a five-volume edition com prises texts by J . C i e m -  
n o ł o ń s k i, W. G r u s z k o w s k i ,  A. R o m a n o w ,  E. W ł o d a r c z y k ,  J.  S t a n i e l e -  
w i c z  a n d  B. C z y ż a k .  Th first part of vol. IV p resen ts  the history  of G dansk  from 
the C ongress of Vienna to the Versailles Treaty w hich separa ted  G dansk from 
E ast P ru ssia  and  Poland and created  the Free City of Danzig. The au th o rs  describe 
the political h istory  and  position of the city w hen it w as p a rt of the P russian  sta te  
(up to 1871) and  the G erm an Empire (1871-1920), laying s tre ss  on its  territorial 
and  dem ographic developm ent and  its enorm ous economic progress du ring  th a t 
period. The shipbuild ing  industry , sh ipping and  com m erce had  traditionally  
played the leading role in the city’s economy; the rapid  developm ent an d  m odern­
isation of these b ranches tu rned  G dansk  into one of E urope’s m ain ports a t the 
th resho ld  of the 20 th  century. Much place in the book h a s  been devoted to social 
and  nationality  changes (the rapidly increasing  predom inance of the G erm an 
population, the w eakening of the trad itional patriciate) w hich exerted an  influence 
on the  city’s developm ent. The p icture of G dansk  society in 1871-1920 is 
particu larly  vivid and  m ultidim ensional; it p resen ts  the a rt and  cu ltu re  of the city 
and its  in h ab itan ts  a s  well a s  the everyday life of various s tra ta  of the population. 
Very in teresting  is the section dealing w ith a rt in G dańsk  a t the tu rn  of the 19th 
century; on the one hand  the city m ain tained  its  trad ition  of a  p rom inent old 
artistic  centre and  on the other, it adopted  the tren d s th a t were in fashion in 
W estern Europe; b u t a rt in G dańsk also reflected the growing nationalistic  feelings 
and  becam e a tool of political propaganda. (MM)

W acław J ę d r z e j e w i c z ,  Ja n u sz  C i s e k ,  Kalendarium życia Józefa  Piłsud­
skiego 1867-1935 (The Calendar of  Jó ze f P ilsudski's Life 1867-1935), vols. 
I-III, 2nd Polish enlarged and  revised ed., W arszawa 1998, Oficyna Wydaw­
nicza Rytm, 524+568+520 pp., illustr.

A ca lendar of Józef P iłsudsk i’s life compiled by Wacław Jędrzejew icz an d  published  
for the  first tim e in London in 1977; it is a  chronological specification of 
inform ation, docum ents and  accoun ts concerning P iłsudsk i’s public activity. The 
m ateria ls in the book come from archives (Polish and  foreign), m em oirs and  
accoun ts (some of them  unpublished), the press, docum ents, texts w ritten  by 
P iłsudsk i, e tc . If som e item s are contradictory  or the in te rp re ta tions of som e events 
differ, the au th o rs  com pare the texts, appra ising  and  verifying them  in accordance 
w ith p resen t-d ay  h istorical knowledge.

The p resen t edition differs from the London one in  th a t it also refers to 
sources kept in Polish archives and  private collections in Poland an d  to dom estic 
lite ra tu re  inaccessible to Wacław Jędrzejewicz. The second Polish edition takes 
into accoun t the la test stud ies on th is sub ject (from the years 1993-1997). (WM)

Jacek  K o l b u s z e w s k i ,  Literatura wobec historii. Studia (Literature and  
History. Studies), Wrocław 1997, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu W rocławskie­
go, 266 pp., index of persons, illustr., Acta U niversitatis V ratislaviensis No 
1972.

The articles in the book concern questions on the borderline betw een histo ry  of 
lite ra tu re  an d  history. The au th o r p resen ts  the role of lite ra tu re  in  the creation  of 
Polish political an d  historical m yths in the 19th an d  20 th  cen turies; m ost
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atten tion  h as  been paid to the indenpendence m yth co-created  an d  sp read  by 
literatu re  during  the partition  period and  after Poland’s rebirth  in 1918.  The 
au th o r also analyses the p icture of the Poles’ national character in belles le tte rs  
in the 19th an d  20th  cen turies. In a  separa te  study  Kolbuszewski d iscu sse s  an  
iconographic work, nam ely, the fam ous cycle of A rtur G rottger’s d raw ings from 
1861 and  the Ja n u a ry  Rising of 1863-1864; Grottger depicted in them  the  Ideas 
of Rom antic poetry, and  the cycle itself shaped  the Poles’ aesthetic  an d  literary  
im agination in the following century. The texts are supplem ented by the a u th o r’s 
reflections on the im portance of literature  in the h is to rian ’s work and  th e  place 
of lite ra tu re  in Polish historiography. A nother study  deals with the E ast an d  
R ussian  cu ltu re  in the eyes of Poles in the 19th and  20 th  cen turies, especially in 
com parison w ith the m yth of the West, especially of France and  Paris. The last 
text concerns the period after World War II; the au th o r reconstructs the p o st-w ar 
visions of a  cu ltu ra l in tegration of Poles and  G erm ans in the Recovered T erritories, 
visions w hich were form ulated in the Katowice periodical “O dra” in 1945-1946 . 
(MM)

Jarosław  K r a w c z y k ,  Jan  Matejko. Mistrz Legendy św . S tan isław a (Jan  
Matejko. The Master o f St. S tan is laus’ Legend), W arszawa 1998, F undac ja  
Res Publica, 157 pp., illustr., Series; Polskie obrachunki n a  koniec m illen­
nium .

In th is  brilliantly w ritten book the au th o r reappra ises the opinion ab o u t P o land’s 
m ost popu lar historical pain ter. Many events from Poland’s h is to ry  are kep t in 
the Poles’ m inds in the shape  and  colours given them  by J a n  Matejko in the second 
ha lf of the 19th century . In the opinion of a rt h is to rian s and  the public, M atejko 
sought to w arm  up  the hea rts  of his fellow countrym en w hen Poland w as u n d er 
foreign rule; the general view is th a t he pain ted  h is large canvases show ing Polish 
victories an d  sublim e m om ents from the coun try ’s h istory  in order to rem ind the 
Poles of their p as t g rea tness and  raise their spirits. With th is  end in view he 
stud ied  historical books (in particu lar J a n  D ł u g o s z ’s 15th cen tu ry  chronicle) 
an d  presen ted  the events on the canvas.

The au th o r agrees th a t h is hero did have a well tho u g h t-o u t program m e, b u t 
in h is view M atejko’s keynote w as different. In Krawczyk’s opinion M atejko’s 
pa in tings embodied the ideas of the Cracow conservatives, their conviction th a t 
the Poles them selves were responsible for the fall of their coun try  and  th a t 
consequently  they shou ld  first try to improve, wipe out the national fau lts an d  
raise their eth ical s tan d ard s. It w as Szujski, the  m ost p rom inent of Cracow’s 
h is to rians, who exerted the g reatest influence on Matejko. Krawczyk argues th a t 
Matejko often transform ed the h is to rian ’s reflections into painting. The au th o r’s 
brillian t analysis of M atejko’s works leads him  to conclude th a t the pain ter w as 
an  an ti-Sem ite  and  tha t he disliked the revolutionary ideas and  W estern libera­
lism  im ported from France. In Krawczyk’s in terp re ta tion , M atejko w as not a  
glorifier of the n a tio n ’s g rea tness b u t a stern  teacher who pointed ou t the Poles’ 
defects an d  negligence th roughou t the cen turies; a  vivid im personation  of th is 
program m e is the figure of St. S tan islau s p resen t in  m any of M atejko’s im portan t 
pain tings. (MM)

Leszek K u b e r s k i ,  Stanisław  Szczepanow ski 1846-1900. Przemysłowiec. 
Polityk. Publicysta (Stanisław  Szczepanow ski 1846-1900. Industrialist. Poli­
tician. Publicist), Opole 1997, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Opolskiego, 214 
pp., index of persons, b ibliogr., illustr., sum . in G erm an an d  English, S tud ia  
i Monografie No 239.

A biography of one of the m ost p rom inent personalities of the period w hen, after 
the fall of the Ja n u a ry  1863 rising, the Poles were reappra ising  their national 
ideas an d  looking for new spheres of activity. S tanisław  Szczepanow ski w as a 
versatile m an who im pressed his s tam p  in various fields: he w as a  political activist
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close to rightw ing circles, a  w riter and  publicist, an  ideologist, a  propagator of the 
idea of progress an d  industria lisa tion  an d  a pioneer of m odern industry  in Galicia. 
In four ch ap te rs  Kuberski p resen ts  Szczepanow skl’s youth , the rise of the oil 
in d u stry  in A ustrian  Poland, Szczepanow skl’s political activities, h is bankruptcy , 
trial and  p rem atu re  death . Szczepanow ski’s successes and  se tbacks show how 
politics and  econom y were intertw ined in au tonom ous Galicia, a  poor backw ard 
region ruled partly  from the im perial capital, Vienna, and  partly  from Lwów. In 
these conditions Szczepanow ski’s endeavours to build  in dustry  in Galicia were a 
national act aim ed a t streng then ing  the Polish elem ent in Galicia and  consolidat­
ing Galicia’s s ta tu s  in A ustria-H ungary .

K uberski reveals unknow n facts in Szczepanow ski’s biography an d  acknow ­
ledges th a t he played an  im portan t role in Polish history in the second half of the 
19th century.

The a u th o r h a s  m ade use  of various sources; he is the first to have used  
family records and  m aterials kept in Polish libraries (especially the Cracow and  
the O ssolineum  libraries) and  m aterials from V iennese archives. (MM)

Ja n u sz  M a c i e j e w s k i ,  O bszary i kon teksty  literatury (The Scope and  
Contexts of  Literature), W arszawa 1998, W ydawnictwo DIG, 236 pp., index 
of persons.

This is a  collection of valuable in terdiscip linary  stud ies dealing w ith broadly 
conceived Polish cu ltu re  from the period of Sarm atism  to the ln ter-w ar years. The 
volum e opens w ith an  essay  on the category of generational cu ltu re  in literary 
research . Maciejewski also deals w ith incidental and  applied literature , leaflets 
an d  feuilletons, from the 17 th -18 th  cen tu ries to the w orks of Bolesław Prus. 
Several in teresting  articles p resen t the background  of literary activity, th a t is, 
literary  criticism , the in s titu tions and  m echanism  ofliterary  life, readers, a u th o r-  
reader rela tionsh ips, the position of lite ra tu re  in the sta te  and  society, an d  the 
m echanism  of censorship . A separa te  section deals w ith the g radual developm ent 
of the knowledge of literatu re  du ring  the in ter-w ar period.

The m ost in teresting  texts concern the specific topography of Polish cultu re . 
The a u th o r d iscusses the ph enom enon of the Polish-U krainian-B yelorussian  
borderland  in the S arm atian  literature  of the 17th and  18th cen tu ries and  
Poland’s cu ltu ra l geography in the second half of the 19th century . Three essays 
are devoted to emigre literature . Maciejewski p resen ts  a tentative balance-sheet 
of the profits and  losses caused  by em igration from Polish territories from the 
17th to the 20 th  century; he also show s th is problem  from the point of view of 
individuals, em phasising  th a t exile gave em igrés an  u n u su a l opportun ity  to 
observe an  alien, richer world, an  opportunity  which w as inaccessible to the Poles 
in Poland. A nother subject d iscussed  by the a u th o r is the “little em igration” of 
the  years 1864-1914, a specific phenom enon which is frequently understim ated  
b ecause  of com parisons w ith the G reat Em igration which took place after the 
November 1830 rising. The group th a t left Poland after the J a n u a ry  1863 rising 
lacked personalities of the calibre of the great Rom antic poets; moreover, m any 
of the em igration’s task s were taken  over by au tonom ous Galicia, b u t the  “little 
em igration” m ain tained  m uch  closer ties with Poland th an  the G reat Em igration 
did. Maciejewski’s book reveals new  aspects of Polish cu ltu re  of the last few 
cen tu ries  or in fuses new blood into well known questions; it will be appreciated  
by  all readers in terested  in various spheres of the hum anities. (MM)

A dam  M ickiewicz w  oczach Francuzów (Adam Mickiewicz in the Eyes of  the 
French), selected, edited and  prefaced by Zofia Mit o s e k, tran sla ted  by 
Remigiusz F o r y c k i ,  W arszawa 1999, Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 448 
pp., index of persons.

An extensive an d  com petently  compiled selection of more th an  100 French 
p ronouncem en ts an d  com m entaries on the Polish poet, who lived in Paris for over

http://rcin.org.pl



25 6 ABSTRACTS

tw enty years, w as an  unquestionab le leader of the Polish em igrés an d  lec tu red  at 
the Collège de France in  1828-1844. The anthology com prises opinions expressed  
in 1828-1898 (com m em oration of the cen tenary  of the p o e ts  b irth) an d  several 
articles w ritten  in the 20 th  century, am ong them  a text by the a u th o r  of 
Mlcklewlcz’s m onum ent in  Paris, Ém ile-Antoine Bourdelle, an d  rem arks m ade in 
connection w ith the first artistic  transla tion  of Forefathers’ Eue into  F rench  in 
1934. The selection p resen ts  reviews of the poet’s works, opinions by p rom inent 
rep resen tatives of French cu ltu re  who were Mlcklewlcz’s contem poraries, Includ­
ing George Sand , C harles A ugustin  Sainte-B euve, Edgar Q ulnet, C harles de 
M ontalem bert and  Ju le s  Michelet, a s  well a s  p ress no tes and  police reports. Police 
surveillance over the inconvenient emigre tightened a s  France w as m oving closer 
an d  closer to R ussia  and  also because of Mlcklewlcz’s increasingly radical stance. 
The poet’s a n ti-c le rical, m essia n is t ic, m ystical expostu lations were d isapproved 
by French com m entators and  aroused  the d is tru s t of the police. The texts Included 
In the book show  th a t represen tatives of the two nations frequently failed to 
u n d e rs tan d  each other. The sta tem en ts by Victor Hugo, E rnest R enan and  
M aurice B arrès were m ade during  com m em orative events held on the occasion of 
the cen tenary  of Mlcklewlcz’s b irth  (1898). They show  how com m entators repre­
sen ting  different Ideological and  political views u su rp ed  the right to the  great 
poet’s legacy; o rganisers of the com m em orative events In Poland acted  likewise. 
The book also includes texts w ritten by Louis Le Gui l l o u  and  Daniel B e a u - 
v o i s in 1990.

In the in troduction  M ltosek brlfly p resen ts controversies over Mickiewicz and  
h is achievem ents ln France. The French version of the book w as pub lished  in 
1992 by PWN an d  CNRS Editions under the title Adam  Mickiewicz aux yea u x  des  
Français. (MM)

W acława M i l e w s k a ,  Ja n u sz  Tadeusz N o w a k ,  Maria Z i e n t a r a ,  Legiony 
polskie 1914-1918. Zarys historii militarnej i politycznej (The Polish Legions 
1914-1918. An Outline o f  Their Military and  Political History), Kraków 1998, 
M uzeum  Historyczne M iasta Krakowa, K sięgarnia A kadem icka W ydawnic­
two Naukowe, 348 pp., m aps, illustr.

The Polish Legions were vo luntary  form ations set u p  a t the side of the A ustro- 
H ungarian  arm y after the ou tb reak  of World War I; they took p a rt ln the fighting 
on the R ussian  front. The F irst and  Third Brigades of the Legions were d isbanded  
ln 1917 w hen they refused to take the A ustrian  m ilitary oath. The Second Brigade 
forced its way through  the front-line to the east on hearing  th a t the C entral Powers 
h ad  concluded a  separa te  peace w ith Ukraine.

The Legions’ exploits are  invested with legends w hich have influenced the 
Poles’ a ttitu d e  to the h istory  of World War I an d  the struggle for independence. 
The book reconstruc ts  the Legions’ com bat route. The au th o rs  have devoted m uch 
space to everyday life in w ar-tim e conditions and  the experiences of individual 
soldiers in an d  outside the battle-fields. This h a s  enabled  them  to show  the 
specific charac te r of people-to-people relations and  the a tm osphere in  the Le­
gions. The publication includes 160 photographs show ing po rtra its  of m em bers 
of the Polish Legions an d  scenes from their life; som e of the pho tographs have 
never been published  before.

The book is fruit of stud ies conducted  by em ployees of Cracow’s H istorical 
M useum  in connection w ith p repara tions for the opening of an  exhibition devoted 
to the Polish Legions (Cracow 1988). (WM)

Mniejszości narodowe i w yznaniow e na Pomorzu w  XIX i XX w. (National and  
Religious Minoroties in Pomerania in the 19th and 20th Centuries), ed. 
Mieczysław W o j c i e c h o w s k i ,  Toruń 1998, Wyd. Uniwersytetu Mikołaja 
Kopernika, 292 pp., indexes, sum. in German.
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This is a  collective work show ing the com plex ethnic relations In Pom erania under 
P russian  rule, In Independent Poland in 1920-1939 and  after 1945. In an  essay 
Poles and German in W est Prussia in the 19th and  Early 20th Centuries (pp. 7-20), 
K. W a j d a  p resen ts  two Intertw ined tren d s which as time w ent on gave rise to 
Increasingly sh a rp  conflicts: the growing national integration and  the in tensifica­
tion of the anti-P olish  line by the P russian  au thorities. M. C h a r n o t  m akes use 
of the Polish p ress in Pom erania to show  th a t resen tm en ts an d  prejudices grew 
a t the end of the 19th cen tu ry  (Ethnic Stereotypes in the Polish Press in Pomerania 
a t the Turn o f the 19th Century, pp. 39-47). Z.H. N o w a k  draw s atten tion  to the 
necessity  of conducting  stud ies on the Jew ish  com m unity which constitu ted  the 
third im portan t elem ent of the Pom eranian  population (A History o f Jew s in 
Pomerania. The Sta te o f Research and  Proposals fo r  Further S tud ies, pp. 23-36). 
A few au th o rs  d iscuss the question  of na tional m inorities in Pom erania in 
in ter-w ar Poland; M. W o j c i e c h o w s k i  an d  H.D. von E n z b e r g  deal w ith the 
G erm an m inority, Z. K a r p u s  w ith the R ussian  and  U krainian m inorities. A 
separate  place h a s  been devoted to religious problem s, especially religious 
relations in the Polish arm y in 1920-1939 an d  to the s ta tu s  and  in ternal situation  
of the L utheran  C hurch  in the Second Republic. The book ends w ith two articles 
b y  R. S t u d z i ń s k i  a n d  M. G o l o n  who d iscuss the situa tion  of the inh ab itan ts  
of Pom erania after World W ar II, both those who rem ained in their native land 
and  those who decided to em igrate to G erm any. (MM)

Ludwik M r o c z k a ,  Spór o Galicję W schodnią 1914-1923 (Dispute over 
E astern Galicia 1914-1923), Kraków 1998, Wydawnictwo Naukowe WSP, 
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna im. Komisji E dukacji Narodowej w Krakowie, 
225 pp., sum . in English, Prace Monograficzne No 242.

In the first pa rt of h is book the au th o r exam ines the religious, linguistic and  ethnic 
s tru c tu re  of E astern  Galicia and  points o u t th a t none of the nationalities living 
there could claim  to be the only host of the region. The U krainian population 
ou tnum bered  the Poles b u t the la tte r accoun ted  for over a  quarte r of the total 
population  an d  predom inated  in the social s tru c tu re  an d  in political life. This 
created  the b asis  for an  open Polish-U krainian  conflict w hich grew in streng th  on 
the eve of, and  during, the F irst World War. The d isin tegration  of A ustria-H ungary  
opened the question  of E astern  G alicia’s na tional s ta tu s . In order to prevent the 
region from being incorporated  into the Polish sta te , the U krainian national 
m ovem ent proclaim ed the estab lishm en t of the W est U krainian People’s Republic, 
w hich in J a n u a ry  1919 un ited  w ith the U krain ian  People’s Republic. The co u n te r­
action of the Polish side led to the Polish-U krainian  w ar which ended in the 
U krain ians’ m ilitary defeat. After a ttem p ts  a t m ediation, the W estern pow ers 
decided to recognise Poland’s claim s to E astern  Galicia; th is w as confirm ed in the 
decision of the Council of A m bassadors in Paris in M arch 1923. But the m ilitary 
an d  diplom atic decisions did not end the conflict. The U krainian national move­
m en t did not recognise the legality of Polish rule over the d ispu ted  territory. It 
resorted  to various m easures, including conspiratorial m ilitary activities, to 
abolish  Polish rule. The Polish-U krainian conflict w as one of the m ost im portan t 
p roblem s of the Second Republic.

The book is based  on archival m ateria ls  of the au thorities of the Second 
Republic, political w ritings, the p ress an d  lite ra tu re  devoted to th is question. (WM)

Jerzy P o t o c z n y ,  O św iata dorosłych i popularyzacja w iedzy w  plebejskich  
środowiskach Galicji doby konstytucyjnej 1867-1918  (Adult Education and  
Popularisation of Knowledge in Galician Plebeian Circles during the Constitu­
tional Period 1867-1918), Rzeszów 1998, Wydawnictwo Wyższej Szkoły 
Pedagogicznej, 331 pp., blbliogr., index of persons, illustr., annexes, series: 
Galicja i jej dziedzictwo, vol. 10.
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The a u th o r depicts the civilisational advance of ru ra l a reas in Galicia w hen th a t 
p a rt of Poland enjoyed a  relatively broad autonom y w ithin the H absburg  m on­
archy. In the 19th and  20th  cen tu ries Galicia was a  populous region w ith a 
predom inance of ru ra l population; its population consisted  of three nationalities: 
Poles (nearly 46 per cent of the population in 1900), U krain ians (42.5 per cent) 
an d  Jew s (about 11 per cent). At the beginning of the period under review m ore 
th an  70 per cent of the in h ab itan ts  were illiterate. But the 1860s saw  the 
estab lishm en t of m any educational, cu ltu ra l and  economic societies w hose task  
w as to sp read  education  and  learning am ong adu lts . The au th o r describes the  
theory and , above all, the practice of popular education  am ong Poles an d  
U krain ians against the E uropean background. The initiative w as usua lly  tak en  
by intelligentsia of m iddle-class origin, Catholic and  U niate clergym en an d  
s tu d en ts , b u t a t the end of the 19th cen tu ry  p easan ts  and  w orkers began to play 
an  increasingly im portan t role. Potoczny depicts changes in the program m es of 
these societies (at first s tre ss  w as laid on general, and  later on specialised, 
education), the form s of their activity (publications, reading room s, courses, 
com m unity centres, theatres , etc.) and  the m ethods of cu ltu ra l an d  educational 
work. The aim  of these m anifold activities am ong Poles and  U krain ians w as to 
b ring  them  social, political and  national freedom and , in consequence, also sta te  
freedom. The years 1867-1918 w itnessed a  clash  betw een different concepts of 
a d u lt education  or, of work am ong people; th is w as a resu lt of the different views 
held by the organ isers an d  also of the educational policy of the A ustrian  an d  
dom estic au thorities. In conclusion the au th o r says th a t these different form s of 
ex tra-school education  helped to shape and  develop the Poles’ and  U krain ians’ 
na tional consciousness, patriotic a ttitu d es and  cu ltu ra l Identity; a s  a resu lt of 
th is  50 -year work, the Polish and  U krainian com m unities in Galicia took an active 
s tan d  during  World W ar I. The annexes include a  list of Polish an d  U krain ian  
lite ra tu re  for the com m on people. (MM)

Paweł S t y k ,  Kolej nadw iślańska 1874-1877. Techniczne, społeczne i gospo­
darcze problemy wielkiej inwestycji (The Vistula Railway. The Technological, 
Social and Economic Problems of a Great Investment Project), “Kwartalnik 
Historii Kultury Materialnej”, (Warszawa) vol. XLV, 1997, No 2, pp. 187-213, 
sum . in English, map, illustr.

The article p resen ts  the history  of the construction  of the Mława-W arsaw-Kowel 
railway, called the V istula railway; it w as built on the initiative of J a n  Bloch by 
an  association  of capital w hich included Leopold Kronenberg. The a u th o r depicts 
in detail the endeavours to gain St. Petersburg’s consen t to the construction , the 
question  of am assing  the necessary  capital, d ispu tes over the route, and  the 
com plications w hich arose when the association  s ta rted  buying the g rounds 
th rough  w hich the railway w as to ru n . He then  p resen ts  the succesive stages of 
the construction  work, the engineers employed in the work, the organisation  of 
work and  the w orkers’ working conditions. The route of the railway is show n on 
a  m ap; pho tographs of the period show  the m ost im portan t bridges, v iaducts and  
sta tions. S tyk also describes the problem s encountered  during  the exploitation of 
the line; the tracks were of poor quality because of the speed of construction ; 
breakdow ns and  derailm ents, followed by repair work, were frequent. In the 
sum m ing  up  the a u th o r says th a t the V istula Railway disappointed  the m ilitary 
an d  economic hopes placed in it. Freight traffic w as slack because of the 
com position of the W arsaw -Terespol and  Brzesko-GraJewo lines, an d  World W ar
I show ed th a t the new line w as ill adap ted  to m ilitary purposes. But u n til the F irst 
World War and  even la ter passenger traffic w as relatively high on the V istula 
Railway; its construction  enlivened economic life on the easte rn  b an k  of the 
V istula, in Mazovia  and  the Lublin region.

The article is based  on docum ents of the Provincial G overnm ent in Lublin 
an d  the C hancellery of the Governor of Lublin, kept in the S tate Archives in Lublin, 
and  also on p rin ted  docum ents an d  the Dress. (MM)
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Bogdan S z l a c h t a ,  K onserwatyzm . Z dziejów  tradycji myślenia o polityce 
(Conservatism. The Tradition of Political Thought), Kraków-Warszawa 1998, 
Wydawnictwo Dante Ararat, 294 pp., Index of persons.

The book consists  of two com plem entary parts . The first, Conservatism . The 
European Tradition o f Political Thought (pp. 17-160), depicts the h istory  of th is 
political an d  in tellectual form ation in E urope from the French Revolution to the 
second half of the 20 th  century , special a tten tion  being paid to the history  of 
conservative though t in G reat B ritain (and to the unquestionable  patron  of 
European conservatives, E dm und Burke), in G erm any, France an d  Spain, and  
also in the United S tates. In the second pa rt of the book entitled Conservatism  
and Polish Policy (pp. 161-237), the au th o r depicts the m eanders of conservative 
though t in Poland. Polish conservatism  w as born a t the end of the 18th cen tury  
as a reaction to the radical political changes in troduced  by the C onstitu tion  of 
May 3rd (1791).  The partitions which followed soon afterw ards p u t the Polish 
conservative though t in an  extrem ely difficult situation: the defenders of social 
and  political order h ad  no choice b u t to suppo rt the partitioners’ regimes, the rule 
im posed by R ussia, A ustria and  P russia . Szlachta em phasises the role played by 
national risings — especially the p easan t rebellion of 1846, the Springtide of 
Nations of 1848 and  the Ja n u a ry  Rising of 1863 — in the developm ent of Polish 
conservative thought. The d ispu tes w ith irreden tist ideas, held after 1864, led to 
a reappra isa l of Polish tradition  and  frequently resu lted  in the conservatives’ 
co-operation  w ith the governm ents of the partitioning powers. The final chap te rs 
p resen t Polish conservatism  in the in ter-w ar period and  after 1945 w hen th is 
cu rren t w as, a t least officially, pushed  to the background  of the Polish political 
scene. Having analysed two cen tu ries of conservative though t In Poland, the 
au th o r com es to the conclusion th a t its au th o rs  and  propagators were pragm atic 
m en who, despite changing political conditions, knew how to build cohesive 
though t system s and  im plem ent p ractical program m es free of ideological dogm at­
ism. (MM)

Robert Tr aba ,  Czynnik akulturacji — przyczyna antagonizmu  — sposób na 
życie? Południowa granica Prus Wschodnich jako  element kształtow ania się 
tożsam ości Mazurów i ich polskich sąsiadów  w  wiekach XIX i XX (An 
Aculturation Factor — the Reason fo r  the Antagonism  — A Way of Life? E ast 
Prussia’s Southern Border a s an Element Shaping the Identity of the Mazu- 
rians and Their Polish Neighbours in the 19th and 20th Centuries). “Kultura 
i Społeczeństwo”, (Warszawa) vol. XLII, 1998, No 3, pp. 69-84 .

The border betw een the Polish Kingdom or Poland and  E ast P russia  did not change 
from 1815 un til the end of World War I an d  even un til 1938, save for a  few 
corrections in troduced by the Treaty of Versailles; it finally disappe ared from the 
m ap  in 1945. It divided Mazovia into the P russian  part Inhabited m ostly by 
P ro testan t M azurian s  and  the Catholic Polish Mazovia w ith the Kurpie region. 
Three im portan t socio-cu ltu ral p rocesses took place there: acu ltu ra tion , the rise 
of na tional and  religious antagonism s, an d  the creation  of a specific way of life In 
the  Im m ediate vicinity of a cu lturally  alien society. A lively transfer of cu ltu re  
existed in th is region for nearly  one and  a ha lf century; it w as prom oted by legal 
seasonal economic em igration, illegal em igration in search  of work, smuggling, 
an d  pilgrim ages to St. Mary’s san c tu aries  in E ast P russia . Until the end of the 
1860s people from E ast P russia  m igrated to the Kingdom for good or for seasonal 
work; from the 1870s on m any  m ore people m igrated from the Polish Kingdom to 
E ast P ru ssia  (detailed d a ta  are  not available). Despite these contac ts, acu ltu ra tion  
w as lim ited, m ainly because of growing economic disproportions and  the  in te r­
ference of the au thorities. In the 19th cen tu ry  antagonism  w as relatively w eak in 
the  borderland , b u t tension Increased considerably after World War I. A negative 
im age of th e  G erm an an d  h is adheren t, the Jew , gained ground  on the Polish side; 
the  spirit of a  border fortress, stim ulated  by fear of Poland, prevailed on the
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P russian  side. B ut th roughou t th a t period the border gave the population a chance 
of legal, and especially illegal, earnings; sm uggling w as an  accepted occupation 
(at least un til the end of World War I). M utual enm ity sp rang  ra ther from economic 
com petition an d  the m arket th an  from ideology. W hen the border w as liquidated 
in 1945, two alien cu ltu res  c lashed and  the borderland  world practically  d isap ­
peared. (MM)

Zofia T r o j a n o w l c z o w a ,  Organizator narodowej wyobraźni (Inspirer of the 
National Imagination), pp. 9-24 , Jerzy F ie ć ko, Rosja w  prelekcjach p ary­
skich Adam a Mickiewicza (Russia in Adam Mickiewicz’s Paris Lectures), pp. 
179-204, Przemysław M a t u s i k ,  Mickiewicz w  konserwatywnych polemi­
kach lat 1848-1855  (Mickiewicz in Conservative Polemics in 1848-1855), pp. 
315-340 , in: Księga M ickiewiczowska. Patronowi uczelni w  dw usetną rocz­
nicę urodzin 1798-1998, eds Zofia T r o j a n o w l c z o w a  and Zbigniew Pr zy-  
c h o d n i ak,  Poznań 1998, Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM, 534 pp.. Index of 
persons, Illustr.

These are three of the 24 articles Included In a publication brought ou t by Poznań 
U niversity to com m em orate the b icentenary  of the poet’s b irth . Trojanowlczowa 
depicts Mickiewicz’s Influence on the Poles’ collective Identity and  their patriotic 
an d  aesthetic  canons, and  show s the role he played in creating  the Polish 
pan theon  an d  inspiring  the national im agination. She says th a t the poet’s role 
canno t be overestim ated. The perm anen t presence of h is poetry an d  historical 
philosophy h a s  been docum ented in literary sources and  in the d iaries and  letters 
of 19th cen tu ry  Poles of various outlooks, even those far removed from R om anti­
cism . J .  Fiećko p resen ts  a  sub ject which h as  so far been practically  Ignored, 
nam ely, the R ussian  and  Slavic questions in Mickiewicz’s lectures a t the College 
de France (1840-1844) a s  well a s  Andrzej Towiański’s influence on the poet’s 
views a t th a t time and  the delicate question of the letter Mickiewicz sen t to Tsar 
N icholas I in 1844. A m ystical belief in the Slavs’ role an d  the conviction th a t the 
w estern  world w as torn by in ternal con traditions led the Polish poet to the brink 
of na tional treason; th is Is w hat m any Polish ém igrés accused  him  of in 1844. 
M atusik’s article reconstructs the role played by Mickiewicz’s w orks and  person­
ality in Polish conservative thought from the Springtide of N ations to the poet’s 
death , a  period w hich w as of decisive im portance for the form ation of Polish 
conservative élites. Despite the seem ingly unbridgeable ideological gap, the great 
poet w as for them  a point of reference, a  source of ideological inspiration , a  genius. 
The o ther articles in the volum e analyse Mickiewicz’s poem s and  his cu lt In Poland 
(especially In the Poznań region) in the 19th and  20 th  cen turies. (MM)

Alina W i t k o w s k a ,  Rówieśnicy Mickiewicza. Życiorys jednego  pokolenia  
(M ickiewicz’s Coevals. Curriculum vitae of  a Generation), W arszawa 1998, 
Oficyna W ydawnicza Rytm, Insty tu t B adań Literackich PAN, 2nd ed., 390 
pp., index of persons, illustr., series: Zrozumieć Mickiewicza.

The au th o r p resen ts  a  group portrait of Adam Mickiewicz’s coevals and  friends 
who were linked by com m on in te rests  and  a com m on fats. This extraordinary  
generation is rep resen ted  in the book by Tomasz Zan, Ja n  Czeczot, J a n  Witkie­
wicz, Ignacy Domeyko and  O nufry Pietraszkiewicz. They were all born  soon after 
the las t partition  of Poland; in their childhood or early youth  they w itnessed 
Napoleon’s R ussian  cam paign and  afterw ards stud ied  in Wilno. Witkowska 
depicts the successive stages of their active life un til the trial of m em bers of the 
Philom atlc Society (secret s tu d en t organisation) in 1823; th is  w as the m ost 
dram atic  m om ent w hich m eant the political death  of th is generation. The book 
show s the “sp iritua l experiences” of these young people up  to th a t dram atic 
m om ent. W itkowska portrays the milieu of the petty  nobility of the G rand  Duchy 
of L ithuania from which they descended, Wilno during  the first few decades of the 
19th cen tu ry  and , first and  foremost, the Wilno University u nder the au thority  of
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Adam J . Czartoryski, cu ra to r of the Wilno school d istrict. A prom inent profes­
sional staff guaran teed  a high level of education  and  an  exceptional Intellectual 
a tm osphere. W itkowska em phasises the Influence of Joachim  Lelewel on the 
outlook of Mlcklewlcz’s coevals. She also  describes their reading m atter an d  their 
In terests ou tside the University, the way they spen t their spare  time, an d  their 
con tac ts w ith L ithuan ian  villages. All these  factors helped to form a group of young 
people who w anted to be above the average, who were not satisfied w ith the 
existing reality and  endeavoured to change It th rough  secret stu d en t o rgan isa­
tions.

The average age of the defendants In the Philom atlc Society trial w as 25-26. 
The a u th o r argues th a t the fu rther life of m ost of them  — prison, exile, em igration, 
years spen t In Isolation from the challenges of the epoch — w as b u t a  w retched 
existence of broken people who cherished  no hope an d  lived outside the pale. (MM)

Zbigniew Wó j c i k ,  Karol Bohdanowicz. Szkic portretu badacza Azji (Karol 
Bohdanowicz. A Portrait S tudy of an Explorer of Asia), Warszawa-Wroclaw
1997, “Biblioteka Z esłańca” i Państwowy In s ty tu t Geologiczny, 410 pp., 
illustr., indexes, bibliogr., sum . in E nlish  and  R ussian.

This is a  biography of Karol Bohdanowicz (1864-1947), a  prom inent geologist born 
to a Polish landow ning family in the old easte rn  borderland  of the Polish-L ithua- 
n ian  Com m onwealth. Bohdanowicz g raduated  from the Mining Institu te  in St. 
P etersburg  and  a tta ined  to a  high position in the R ussian  civil service, w inning 
renow n as  explorer of the Asian pa rt of the  R ussian  em pire and  lecturer a t R ussian  
universities. He conducted  pioneering geological research  in Siberia, the C auca­
sus , Persia an d  Tibet, w as lecturer a t St. Petersburg ’s Geological Institu te , director 
of the Geological Comm ittee, and  co n su ltan t of oil com panies; he d istingu ished  
him self a s  an  efficient m anager of research  institu tions. The work w hich he 
conducted  for m any years expanded the con tem poraries’ knowledge of the Asian 
p a rt of the R ussian  em pire (especially Siberia), helped to develop tourism  and  
induced  m any young people to study  n a tu ra l science an d  technology. Born a t the 
tim e of the defeat of the Ja n u a ry  1863 rising, Bohdanowicz w as never in terested  
in politics; he w as a  loyal citizen of R ussia  b u t also a  Pole who never renounced  
his roots. His career, a  k ind of coun terbalance to the fate of Polish exiles to Siberia, 
w as broken  by the Bolshevik revolution. In 1919 Bohdanowicz cam e to Poland 
an d  his collections in St. P etersburg  were lost. In Poland he becam e co-founder 
an d  collaborator of such  leading in s titu tio n s a s  the S tate Geological Institu te  in 
W arsaw  an d  the M ining Academy In Cracow.

In h is  book Wójcik h a s  m ade use of unknow n sources and  m ateria ls from 
the archives and  libraries of R ussia, K azakhstan , L ithuania and  Latvia, from 
Polish collections, In particu la r the M useum  of the E arth  of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences an d  the S tate  Geological Institu te  in W arsaw, and  the Mining and  
M etallurgical Academy in Cracow. (MM)

Radosław Paweł Ż u r a w s k i  vel G r a j e w s k i ,  Wielka Brytania w  “dyplo­
macji” księcia Adam a Jerzego Czartoryskiego wobec kryzysu  wschodniego 
(1832-1841) (Great Britain in Prince Adam  Jerzy Czartoryski’s Diplomacy 
during the Eastern Crisis, 1832-1841), Warszawa 1999, Wydawnictwo Na­
ukowe Semper, 409 pp., bibliogr., indexes, maps.

The a u th o r p resen ts  the  diplom atic activity conducted  by the Hotel Lam bert 
g roup , a  conservative m onarchical cam p of the Polish post-N ovem ber 1830 
em igration  rallied round  Prince A.J. Czartoryski. W hen Polish exiles reached 
W estern  E urope after the defeat of the November 1830 rising, the Hotel Lam bert 
group  an d  its leader though t th a t it would be possible to rebuild  an  Independent 
Polish s ta te  by taking advantage of G reat B ritain’s conflicts w ith R ussia. They 
in tensified  their activity especially du ring  the Crim ean War in 1853-1856. But 
they  h ad  resorted  to diplom acy as early a s  1832-1841, seeing the growing
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Incom patibility of R ussian  and  B ritish in terests  in the Middle E ast, the  B alkans 
an d  Asia. The m ost Im portant event from th is point of view w as the E gyp tian - 
T urk ish  conflict in 1832-1833. Czartoryski did not stop h is diplom atic activity 
du ring  the period of stability  after 1833, doubling h is efforts when th e  conflict 
sharpened  after 1839. Separate  chap te rs of the book deal with B ritish, R ussian  
an d  Polish activities in the C aucasus an d  the rivarly betw een R ussia an d  G reat 
B ritain  in C entral Asia in 1832-1841.

The book is based  m ainly on sources connected w ith C zartoryski’s cam p 
from the Czartoryski Library ln Cracow and  o ther Polish libraries, and  a lso  from 
the Polish Library in Paris; the au th o r also conducted  research  into the  B ritish 
an d  the emigre Polish press, which h as  not been fully used  so far. (MM)

MODERN TIMES 
(1 9 1 9 -1 9 3 9 )

Olaf B e r g m a n n ,  Narodowa Demokracja wobec problematyki żydow sk ie j 
1918-1929  (The Attitude of National Democracy to the Jew ish  Question  
1918-1929), Poznań 1998, Wyd. Poznańskie, 400 pp., sum. in German.

The au th o r exam ines the opinions on Jew s and  Polish-Jew ish  relations expressed  
in the political w ritings of the broadly conceived nationalist cam p in Poland. The 
Jew s were represen ted  in them  as  an  alien hostile elem ent endangering Poland’s 
essen tia l na tional in terests . They were accused  of deliberately opposing Polish 
national in te rests  an d  the Polish state , of endeavouring to control the Polish 
econom y an d  Polish social, political and  cu ltu ra l life. The Jew s played the role of 
“enem y of the day”, an d  the fight against them  un ited  all circles rallied ro und  the 
national dem ocratic m ovem ent. Since in 1918-1929 the public ists of the  n a tio n ­
a list cam p upheld  the laws and  the Polish political system , their p roposals to 
reduce the role of Jew s in Polish public, social an d  economic life did not provide 
for a  cu rta ilm en t of the rights of any  group of Polish citizens.

The book is based  on the daily press (e.g. “Gazeta W arszaw ska”, “Kurier 
P oznański”, “Słowo Pom orskie”, “Dziennik W ileński”, “Słowo Polskie”), socio-po­
litical periodicals (“Myśl Narodowa”, “Przegląd W szechpolski”) and  publicistic  
w ritings. (WM)

W iktor Tomir D r y m m e r ,  W służbie Polsce (Service to Poland), W arszaw a 
1998, W arszaw ska Oficyna “G ryf’, In sty tu t Historii Polskiej Akademii Nauk, 
350 pp., Illustr.

Wiktor Tomir Drym m er (1896-1975) w as a scout, soldier of the F irst Brigade of 
P iłsudsk i’s Legions and  of the Polish Military O rganisation; du ring  the first few 
years of independence he w as an  officer of the counter-esp ionage service. In 
1921-1927 he w as Polish military a ttaché  in E stonia. After leaving the  arm y in 
1929, he sta rted  w orking in the M inistry of Foreign Affairs, at first in the Press 
D epartm ent; from 1931 un til the ou tb reak  of World War II he headed  the 
Personnel D epartm ent. In 1933 he w as also for som e time head of the Personnel 
B ureau  of the Council of M inisters. In 1933 he becam e head  of the C onsu lar 
D epartm ent of the M inistry of Foreign Affairs. After the ou tb reak  of the w ar he 
w as evacuated  to Rom ania together with the Foreign Ministry; from there he 
w orked h is way to Palestine. He w as drafted into the Polish Army U nits ln the  
Middle E ast. Demobilised in 1947, he decided to stay  abroad.

In h is m em oirs w hich he wrote in the la s t years of h is life h e p resen ted  a  
g reat deal of inform ation show ing the functioning of m ilitary espionage an d  
counter-esp ionage an d  the work of diplom atic an d  consu lar services of the  Second 
Republic. Very valuable are also his observations on the m orals of th a t period, 
the  m entality  and  bahaviour of the people in power in Poland after 1926, an d  on 
the situa tion  of the Polish au thorities after they crossed  the R om anian frontier in 
1939.
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The p resen t edition of D rym m er’s m em oirs supp lem ents the selected frag­
m ents published  in “Zeszyty H istoryczne” (1974-1975). (WM)

Andrzej G u l c z y ń s k i ,  M inisterstwo byłej Dzielnicy Pruskiej 1919-1922 (The 
Ministry of  the Former Prussian Part o j Poland 1919-1922), Poznań 1995, 
W ydawnictwo Poznańskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk, Wydział Historii 
i N auk Społecznych, 250 pp.. sum . in G erm an, Prace Komisji Historycznej, 
vol. 50.

At the end of 1918 a  Suprem e People’s Council w as set up  In Poznań; its executive 
organ, the C om m issariat, becam e the nucleus of the Polish sta te  a p p a ra tu s  in the 
territories w hich un til th a t time had  belonged to the P russian  sta te . W hen the 
Second Republic took over these territories, the s tru c tu re s  of the C om m issariat 
provided the basis  for the M inistry of the Form er P russian  Part of Poland. It w as 
headed by W ładysław Seyda, W ładysław K ucharski, Ju liu sz  Trzciński and  Józef 
Wybicki. The m ain ta sk  of the M inistry w as to organise a Polish s ta te  ap p a ra tu s  
and  local governm ent and  to prepare the region for unification with the o ther p a rts  
of the country.

An opinion h a s  been expressed in Polish historiography th a t the former 
territories of the P russian  s ta te  nourished  sep ara tis t feelings an d  favoured 
separation  from the other territories of the resu rgen t Polish sta te . Some h isto rian s 
have asserted  th a t th is w as proved by the activity of the M inistry of the Form er 
P russian  Part of Poland, which w as un d er the p redom inant influence of local 
politicians. The au th o r strongly opposes th is view. He says th a t given the 
enorm ous differences in the adm inistrative, legal and  economic system , the period 
of adap ta tion  which lasted  only four years w as extrem ely short. He also em pha­
sises the loyalty of the successive m in isters to the cen tral au thorities. Gulczyński 
holds a  very high opinion of the M inistry’s achievem ents.

The book is based  on archival m aterials of the M inistry of the Form er 
P russian  Part of Poland, the governm ent, the local au thorities and  the p ress. (WM)

Marek J a b ł o n o w s k i ,  Sen o potędze. Z dziejów  byłych wojskow ych w  II 
Rzeczypospolitej 1918-1939  (Dreaming about Power. A History of Ex-Servi­
cemen in the Second Republic 1918-1939), Olsztyn 1998, 356 pp.. Rozprawy 
i Materiały Ośrodka Badań Naukowych im. Wojciecha Kętrzyńskiego w 
Olsztynie No 173.

The Polish ex-servicem en’s m ovem ent w as greatly fragm ented during  the in ter­
w ar period. Th is w as due to the fact tha t before the estab lishm en t of a  regular 
Polish arm y Poles had served in the arm ies of the partition ing  powers and  in m any 
vo lun tary  form ations linked to various political organisations. C om peting ex -se r­
vicem en’s o rganisations were set u p  in the first post-w ar years. At first, the m ost 
im portan t w as the Union of War Invalids of the Republic. In 1926-1929 a  conflict 
a rose  betw een the Legion of the Republic, linked to the N ational Dem ocratic Party, 
a n d  the pro-P iłsudsk i Federation of Polish U nions of D efenders of the M otherland. 
The Federation, which enjoyed the suppo rt of the s ta te  adm in is tration  and  the 
arm y, carried  the day. A lthough it subord inated  an  overwhelm ing m ajority of 
o rgan isa tions to itself, the ex-servicem en’s m ovem ent w as no t a  uniform  organi­
sa tion . The ex-servicem en’s organisations had  more th an  500,000 m em bers a t 
th e  end of the in ter-w ar period. Despite its  large m em bership, the m ovem ent did 
n o t play an  im portan t role in th e political life of the Second Republic. It tried to 
organise financial aid  an d  m edical a ss is tance  for former soldiers an d  help them  
m ain ta in  the ties estab lished  during  their service.

The book is based  on docum ents from the archives of ex-servicem en’s un ions 
a n d  the Polish arm y a s  well as on publications dealing with ex-servicem en’s 
o rgan isa tions. (WM)
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Zenon K r a j e w s k i ,  Polacy w  Republice L itew skiej 1918-1940  (Poles in the 
Lithuanian Republic 1918-1940), Lublin 1998, O środek Studiów  Polonijnych 
i Społecznych Polskiego Związku Katolicko-Społecznego w Lublinie, 104 pp., 
annexes, illustr., m aps.

The au th o r estim ates th a t there were some 200,000 Poles in the L ithuan ian  
Republic in the in ter-w ar period i.e. abou t 10 per cent of the total population. 
Most of them  earned  their living a s  farm ers; a  relatively large group of intelligent­
sia, m erchan ts  an d  businessm en  lived in K aunas. The attitude  of the L ithuanian  
au tho rities to the Polish national group w as influenced by the high proportion of 
Poles am ong large landow ners an d  by the open conflict betw een the L ithuanian  
Republic an d  Poland over the V ilnius region. The Poles were regarded as a  group 
potentially  hostile to the L ithuanian  sta te . It w as especially a t the beginning of 
the in ter-w ar period an d  in 1927-1938 th a t the Polish national group m et with 
adm inistrative h a rassm en t and  a ttack s by nationalist political groupings. Accord­
ing to the au th o r, Polish landow ners lost 800 ,000-900 ,000  hecta res of land as  a  
resu lt of land  reform an d  confiscations.

In 1919-1926 the Poles had  a  sm all parliam entary  represen tation ; later, 
their na tional In terests  were represen ted  by the C entral Board of the “Pochodnia” 
(Torch) Society for the Prom otion of Polish C ulture and  E ducation in L ithuania. 
A Polish daily paper “Głos Kowieński” (it changed its nam e repeatedly) began to 
appear in K aunas in 1919. The Poles had  a  sm all netw ork of private prim ary 
schools an d  a  few secondary  schools. Several score Poles stud ied  a t K aunas 
University. Until the  end of the in ter-w ar period the Polish com m unity In 
L ithuan ia  w as a  cohesive group aspiring  to m ain ta in  close ties w ith Polish cu ltu re  
an d  the Polish sta te .

The book is based  on unpub lished  rem iniscences, literature  an d  the Polish 
p ress  in L ithuania. (WM)

A leksandra L e i n w a n d ,  Sztuka  w  służbie utopii. O funkc jach  politycznych i 
propagandow ych sz tu k  p lastycznych  w  Rosji Radzieckiej lat 1917-1922  (Art 
in the Service o f a Utopia. The Political and  Propaganda Functions o f Visual 
Arts in Soviet R ussia  in 1917-1922), W arszawa 1998, In sty tu t Historii 
Polskiej Akademii Nauk. Mazowiecka Wyższa Szkoła H um anistyczno-Peda­
gogiczna w Łowiczu. Wydawnictwo In s ty tu tu  Historii Polskiej Akademii 
N auk, 250 pp., illustr., sum . in English and  R ussian.

The a u th o r holds the view th a t propaganda and  agitation m ade a  m ajor con tribu ­
tion to the victory and  consolidation of Bolshevik power in R ussia, b u t she 
em phasises th a t “they were w eapons which only supplem ented  terror, violence 
an d  o ther Soviet m ethods”. She analyses the a ttitude  of the Bolshevik leadership 
to a rt and  exam ines its decisions to set up  a netw ork of in stitu tions whose m ain 
aim  w as to prepare and  circulate various p ropaganda m aterials. She also analyses 
several hun d red  w orks of visual a r t which were created  In R ussia In 1917-1922 
an d  u sed  In the p ropaganda cam paign of the Bolshevik party  and  later of the 
au tho rities of Soviet R ussia. These were m ainly posters, often published  in 
100,000 copies, artistic  decorations m ade specially for various cerem onies and  
dem onstra tions, ceram ics, etc. She points ou t th a t the a rtis ts  m ade use of ideas 
characteristic  of Innovatory cu rren ts  in a rt b u t they also drew insp iration  from 
R ussian  folk cu ltu re  and  R ussian  history. This enabled them  to create Ideology- 
perm eated  w orks w hich were unders tandab le  to unsoph istica ted  people. The 
w orks usually  show ed the ugliness of the enemy, exposed hostile plots and  
s tre ssed  the enem y’s unavoidable defeat. On the o ther hand , they expressed 
approval for the revolutionary forces, the leaders of the revolution, for the strength  
an d  wisdom of the  com m on people. O ther w orks were in tended to stim ulate the 
desired  a ttitu d e  an d  activity.
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The au th o r h as  m ade u se  of archival m aterials of R ussian  propaganda 
institu tions, collections of the original w orks of th a t period and  their rep roduc­
tions, as well as literatu re  concerning th is question. (WM)

Łagry. Przewodnik encyklopedyczny (Prison Camps. A n Encyclopaedic Gui­
de), collective work, eds Nikita O k h o t i n  and  A rsenii R o g i ń s k i ,  tran sla ted  
from the R ussian  by Rom uald N ie d z i e ł k o ,  W arszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo 
KARTA, 607 pp., m aps (location of cam p adm in istra tions in the USSR), index 
of persons, index of telegraph codes, num bers of POBs, cam p cryptonym s, 
geographical nam es, nam es of cam p stru c tu res .

The guide h as  been compiled on the basis of collections kept in the Archives of 
the R ussian  Federation (GARF), to be more exact, on the basis  of se ts  of the 
M inistry of the Interior. S tud ies by M ichael J a c o b s o n  and  Mikhail S m i r n o v  
(The System  o f Imprisonment Places in the Russian Federative Soviet Socialist 
Republic and  the USSR in 1917-1930) and  by Mihail S m i r n o v ,  Sergei S i g a c l i o v  
and  Dmitri S h k a p o v  (The S ystem  o f Im prisonment Places in the USSR in 
1920-1960) serve a s  an  in troduction  to the publication. The guide supplies 
fundam enta l inform ation on the cen tral boards of the cam ps, the cam p adm in is­
tra tion s enjoying the rights of cen tral boards, the adm in istra tions of cam ps 
subord inated  to cen tral boards, territorial organs of Im prisonm ent places and  the 
p rison system . The en tries are arranged  in a lphabetical order; in addition to the 
cam p’s nam e each entry  gives inform ation on the nam e of the o rganisational un it 
to w hich the given cam p w as subord inated , how long it functioned, its address, 
cryptonym , the num ber of p risoners, the n am es of its heads and  the call num ber 
of the  docum ent on which the inform ation is based. (DJ)

M azow sze w  dwudziestoleciu m iędzywojennym  (w granicach w ojew ództw a  
w arszaw skiego) (Mazovia during the Twenty Interwar Years, in the Borders 
of W arsaw Voivodship), Warszawa 1998, Mazowieckie Towarzystwo Kultury. 
Mazowiecki Ośrodek Badań Naukowych im. Stanisława Herbsta, 250 pp.

The publication  includes articles describing the social and  political situa tion  in 
Mazovia in 1918-1919, and  the w ar of 1920 in Mazovia (Janusz  S z c z e p a ń s k i ) ,  
Mazovia’s econom ic life du ring  the in te r-w ar period (Edward K o ł o d z i e j ) ,  
changes in the s tru c tu re  of large landed  esta tes  in the W arsaw  voivodship 
(Tadeusz E p s z t e i n ) ,  large and  sm all tow ns in Mazovia and  the part of Podlasie 
on the Bug river (Józef K a z i m i e r s k i ) ,  public buildings constructed  in Mazovia 
betw een the w ars (Anna S z k u r ł a t )  an d  the ru ra l you th  m ovem ent (Romuald 
T u r  k o w s k i).

A nother group of texts deals with cu ltu re  in the broad sense of the word, i.e. 
the  e thnography  of Mazovia and  regionalistic questions (Marian  P o k r o p e k ,  
A nna M aria S t o g o w s k a ,  Bożenna O s t r o w s k a ) ,  Mazovia’s language ties with 
W arsaw  (B arbara F a l i ń s k a ) ,  Mazovia’s literary circles an d  the region’s role a s  
a  literary  insp iration  (Jan  Zdzisław B r u d n i c k i ,  O skar K o s z u t s k i ) ,  Mazovia’s 
regional p ress (Andrzej Notk owsk i) , Mazovian m useum s (Janusz  Kró l i k ) ,  and  
the  place of the Lutosławski family in Mazovian cu ltu re  betw een the two w ars 
(S tanisław a Chyl ) .  (WM)

M aria N o w a k - K i e ł b i k o w a ,  K onstanty Skirmunt. Polityk i dyplom ata  
(Konstanty Skirmunt. A  Politician and Diplomat), W arszawa 1998, Wydawnic­
two Neriton i Insty tu t Historii PAN, 366 pp., index of persons, illustr., sum . 
in English.

A b iography of K onstanty  S k irm unt (1866-1945), a  p rom inent personality  on the 
Polish political scene in the in ter-w ar period, regarded a s  one of the Second 
R epublic’s best diplom ats. The a u th o r p resen ts  S k irm unťs public activity in seven 
ch ap te rs  w hich correspond to the successive stages of h is career: h is  first steps 
in Grodno, V ilnius an d  St. P etersburg  w here S k irm unt w as a m em ber of the S tate
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Council in  1907-1917, h is work as  a representative of the Polish National 
Com m ittee during  the F irst World War, a s  reborn Poland’s first envoy In Rome, 
a s  foreign m inister at the time of the Genoa Conference (1922) and  the crow ning 
posts of his career, the post of Polish envoy ln London and  then am bassador to 
the C ourt of St. Ja m e s’s; the las t chap te r of the book show s the retired diplom at 
In his esta te  in Polesie and  ln W arsaw during  the Nazi occupation. The au tho r 
em phasises S k lrm unťs services as m inister of foreign affairs; she w rites about 
h is well th o u g h t-o u t cohesive concepts of foreign policy which were to ensure  
external peace to Poland through  alliances with France, Rom ania and  C zechos­
lovakia. Sk irm unt also endeavoured, though w ithout success, to norm alise 
Poland’s relations w ith Soviet R ussia.

The au th o r has m ade use of unknow n Polish and  foreign m ateria ls and  
sources, in particu lar sho rthand  reports on the m eetings of the R ussian  S tate 
Council and  the Legislative Sejm of the Polish Republic, docum ents of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and  Polish em bassies in W estern capitals, S k lrm unťs official 
and  private correspondence and  his rem iniscences published in 1997. (MM)

Posłowie i senatorowie Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej 1919-1939. Słownik Biogra­
ficzn y  (The Sejm Deputies and Senators of the Polish Republic 1919-1939. 
Biographical Dictionary), vol. I. A-D, compiled by Małgorzata S m o g o r z e ­
w s k a .  sc. ed. Andrzej Krzysztof Ku n e r t ,  Warszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo 
Sejmowe, 494 pp., annexes, illustr.

The aim  of the publication is “to p resen t docum ented personal d a ta  of all 
parliam en tarian s and  to verify or supplem ent the Information published  p re ­
viously in Poland and  ab road”. The biographies give inform ation on the parliam en­
ta r ia n s’ b ir th -a n d  dea th -da tes , family connections, education , career, activity in 
public life, parliam entary  activity and  decorations. The expanded bibliographic 
specification provides inform ation on m aterials kept in the Sejm library, the 
N ational Library, the Archives of Modern Records and  o ther archival m ateria ls 
and  publications. The book also lists the parliam en tarian s’ m ost im portan t 
publications. The personal en tries are  supplem ented by annexes show ing the 
dura tion  of the Sejm, the constituencies, electoral lists, parliam entary  com m it­
tees, parliam entary  factions and  groups, m em bers of the p raesid ia of each  Sejm 
an d  Senate. The publication is to have five volum es. (WM)

Skazani jako  “szp iedzy  W atykanu”. Z historii Kościoła katolickiego w  ZSRR 
1918-1956  (Convicted as “Vatican S pies”. From the History of the Catholic 
Church in the USSR 1918-1956), ed. Father Roman D z w o n k o w s k i  SAC, 
Ząbki 1998, Apostollcum, 302 pp.

The a u th o r depicts the tragic, little known fate of the Catholic C hurch and  Catholic 
clergymen of various nationalities and  rites in the former USSR. The stud ies in 
the book are  based on sources from R ussian  archives, which until recently  were 
inaccessible. The volume contain  stud ies by Roman D z w o n k o w s k i  SAC 
(Repressive M easures Applied against Catholic Clergymen in the USSR in 1918- 
1939; United in Defence o f Truth and Dignity); Irina O s i p o v a ,  collaborator of the 
R ussian  “M emorial” research  centre (The Fate o f Russian  Catholics 1918-1956; 
Catholic Clergymen on Solovetski Islands, Convicted as Vatican Sp ies); Ida Za i -  
k i n a ,  also a  collaborator of “M emorial” (We Heard Their Voices), H elena O w ­
s i a n y  (From the History o f Camps on the Solovetski Islands 1920-1939; The 
Paradoxes o f Solovetski Camps). (DJ)

Marek S t a ż e w s k i ,  Exodus. Migracja ludności niemieckiej z Pomorza do 
R zeszy  po I wojnie św iatow ej (Exodus. The Post-World War I Migration of 
German Population from  Pomerania to the Reich), Gdansk 1998, Wydawnic­
two Uniwersytetu Gdańskiego, 321 pp., sum. in German.
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The reborn Polish s ta te  included large territories which had  belonged to Germany. 
At the end of the war, som e 1,000,000 people lived in the Pom eranian voivodship, 
of whom ab o u t 40 per cen t were G erm ans. Intensive m igrations took place in the 
first post-w ar years. A large inflow of Polish people w as accom panied by a  
large-scale em igration of G erm ans. The las t large wave of G erm ans left in 1925. 
Some 300,000  G erm ans left the Pom erianian voivodship in 1919-1925. By the 
end of 1925 the percentage of G erm ans had  dropped to 13 per cent of the total 
population of the Pom eranian  voivoship and  by 1931 to 10 per cent. The 
em igration decreased  steadily  in the years th a t followed.

According to the au th o r, “it w as Individual consciousness th a t lay behind 
the decision to em igrate. This is proved by the ind isputab le  fact th a t forcible 
m igration, in the sense  of direct coercion or adm inistrative order, concerned a 
relatively sm all num ber of the G erm an em igres”. Stażewski says th a t the  m igra­
tion led to considerable changes in the national and  social s tru c tu re  of the region.

The book Is based  on m ateria ls of Polish adm inistrative au thorities, national 
censuses and  lite ra tu re  concerning th is subject. (WM)

Rafał S t o b i e c k i ,  B olszew izm a historia. Próba rekonstrukcji bolszewickiej 
filozofii dziejów  (Bolshevism and History. A Tentative Reconstruction of the 
Bolshevik Philosophy of History), Łódź 1998, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu 
Łódzkiego, 170 pp., blbliogr., sum. in English.

The au th o r focuses a tten tion  on “the re in terpretation  and  revision of the orthodox 
M arxist view of h isto ry  by the bolshevik m ovem ent an d  its  new M arxist-Leninist 
in terp re ta tion  w hich becam e an  effective tool for the to talitarian  practices of the 
party  and  s ta te ”. The stu d y  is based  m ainly on tex ts of the arch itec ts of 
bolshevism , special a tten tion  being paid to the p ronouncem ents of the party  
theoreticians: Nikolai B ukharin , Vladimir I. Lenin, Jo seph  Stalin  an d  LevTrotsky. 
Stobiecki analyses the concept of bolshevism , the genesis of the “m acrom etaphor 
of science an d  its role in the bolshevik vision of the w orld”, the role played by the 
m etaphors of the revolution and  the party , the definition of the concept of leader 
an d  enemy. In h is view the principle th a t there w as no alternative to com m unism , 
the  dichotom y of history, activism  and  the Integral link w ith the socio-political 
system  in the USSR were the constitu tive features of the bolshevik vision of 
history. (DJ)

WORLD WAR II

Krzysztof W o ź n i a k o w s k i ,  W kręgu Jawnego piśmiennictwa literackiego 
Generalnego Gubernatorstwa 1939-1945 (Overt Literary Writings in the 
General Gouvernement 1939-1945), Kraków 1997, Wydawnictwo Naukowe 
Wyższej Szkoły Pedagogicznej, 474 pp., blbliogr.. Index of persons.

In th is docum ented  s tu d y  the au th o r analyses overt literary life in the G eneral 
G ouvernem ent. He focuses a tten tion  on the occupier’s policy tow ards the Polish 
population , the activity of such  in s titu tions as W arsaw ’s “literary k itchen”, the 
form ation of m ilieux of “w riters of the G eneral G ouvernem ent” and  literary  and  
pub lish ing  cen tres. He also analyses quasi cu ltu ra l periodicals in Polish (“Ilustro­
w any K urier Polski”, “7 D ni”, “Co m iesiąc powieść”, “F ala”), literature  published 
in periodicals for p e a sa n ts  (“Slew”, “Rolnik”) as well a s  literary and  cu ltu ra l 
questions d iscussed  In the m onthly  “Kolejowiec”. In the la s t chap te r of the book 
W oźniakowski d iscu sses  the literary  value of these con tribu tions (prose, dram a), 
their different cu rren ts  (literature for p ea san ts  or workers), p ropaganda p ro ­
n o uncem en ts  and  the p resence an d  functioning of Polish historical an d  literary 
trad itions in these overt w ritings. In W oźniakowski’s view the optim al solution for 
Polish w riters w as full subord ination  to the com m ands of the underg round  state , 
th a t is, n on -partic ipa tion  in the creation  of overt literature . B ut even those who 
partly  violated these  com m ands did not alw ays deserve to be condem ned. In
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W oźnlakowski’s view It w as a  lesser evil to cooperate with Polish pub lish ing  firms 
th an  w ith Nazi firm s which published In Polish, to write for children th a n  for 
adu lts , to create en terta inm en t apolitical literature  th an  politicised lite ra tu re  In 
the Nazi spirit. (DJ)

RECENT HISTORY

Leszek D z i ę g i e l ,  Paradise in a Concrete Cage. Daily Life in Communist 
Poland. An Ethnologist’s View, Kraków 1998, Wydawnictwo Arcana, 307  pp., 
bibllogr.

Leszek Dzięgiel is professor of ethnology at the Jaglellonlan University In Cracow. 
His book Is a pioneerlngg analysis of some aspects of dally life In comm unist 
Poland. It Is based on published studies and on the author’s own observations of 
life In the 1940s and 1950s. It consists of the following chapters: C itizens’ Living 
Standards as an Instrument of Political Manipulation, The Indoctrination of Second­
ary School Students in the 1940s, The Reception of Western Films by the Younger 
Generation under Stalinism, University Education in the Grip of Ideology and  
Poverty, Students in the Cultural Landscape of Postwar University Towns, Fashion 
among Cracow Students in the Early 1950s, The Subculture of Escapism, Social 
Frustrations, Political Conformism and Private Cars, Towns in the Governance 
Philosophy and Practice of Postwar Poland, Poland’s C losest Neighbours: Official 
Communist Stereotypes and Popular M yths. (DJ)

Dariusz J a r o s z ,  Polityka w ładz komunistycznych w  Polsce w  latach 1948- 
1956 a chłopi (The Policy of the Communist Authorities in Poland and the 
Peasants in 1948-1956), Warszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo DIG, 542 pp., 
bibllogr., tables.

This is a  scholarly m onograph d iscussing  the relations betw een the com m unist 
au tho rities in Poland and  the p easan ts  during  the period of Stalinism .

The book, arranged in chronological-thematic order, has six chapters: I. 
A ttitude to Co-operative Farms; II. The Dilemmas of the P easan ts’ Endeavours to 
Cling to Their Land; III. Stalinist Agitation and Education; IV. The Attitude of 
Peasants to the Stalinist Religious Policy; V. The Attitude to Stalinist Institutions, 
Offices and “People’s Power”; VI. Stalinism and the Social and Economic Evolution 
of Peasant Holdings and Peasant Families.

Most of the docum ents on which the book is based  have been accessible only 
since 1989 an d  have therefore never been u sed  before; they come from cen tral 
archives: the Archives of Modern Records (including docum ents handed  over by 
the C entral Archives of the Polish U nited W orkers’ Party), Archives of the M inistry 
of In ternational Affairs and  A dm inistration, Archives of the C entre for the H istory 
of the P easan t Movement, the Record Office and  Archives of the S tate Security  
B ureau , a s  well a s  regional archives (in Katowice, Cracow an d  Warsaw). The 
a u th o r h a s  also analysed docum ents found in the archives of the M lnlsteries of 
Finance, A griculture an d  Food Economy, the Office of the Council of M inisters, 
Archives of the Trade Union Movement, Archives of Radio D ocum entation of Polish 
Radio an d  Television, etc. Jarosz  does not confine him self to analysing  the  
collectivisation policy and  the agricu ltu ral policy of the Polish com m unists b u t 
p resen ts  a  broad p icture of p ea san ts ’ a ttitu d es to the au th o rities’ policy tow ards 
ru ra l a reas , also in such  fields as cu ltu re , education  an d  religion. He h a s  
consu lted  archival sources not u sed  before in stud ies of th is kind, such  as 
rum ours , gossips, p e a sa n ts ’ letters to cen tral offices an d  diaries sen t in  by 
in h ab itan ts  of ru ra l a reas  for com petitions organised in  the fifties and  sixties. In 
conclusion Ja ro sz  places the Polish p e a sa n ts ’ a ttitu d es  to the com m unist a u th o ­
rities in a  b roader context of relations betw een the  au thorities and  society in th e  
coun tries of E ast-C en tra l Europe an d  defines their place in the typology of peasan t 
social m ovem ents. (DJ)
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Wojciech Ł y s i a k ,  Wielka kontestacja. Folklor polityczny w  PRL (Great 
Contestation. Political Folklore in the Polish People’s Republic), Poznań 1998, 
PSO sp. z o.o., 168 pp.

In the au th o r’s view, political folklors Is an  elem ent of contestation , an  a r t of words 
“m arked by spontaneity , by an  em otionality born of cu rren t events and  of a 
stereotyped picture of the world, an  a rt bearing  the tra its  of folk lite ra tu re”. Łysiak 
is in terested  in the verbal repertoire of th is folklore, in th ings “th a t were sp o n ta ­
neously talked about, su n g  and  w ritten  on the walls and  posters in  the Polish 
People’s Republic”. He takes an  ethnologist’s a ttitude  to the phenom ena he 
describes; he show s the m echanism  of com m on peoples’ reaction to the reality 
and  their vision of the world. He also deals w ith the role of political folklore in 
strikes, its  stereotyped ch aracter (the con trast betw een “we” an d  “they”, Its genres 
and  significance. (DJ)

Andrzej M a ł k i e w i c z ,  Krzysztof R u c h n i e w i c z ,  Pierw szy znak solidarno­
ści. Polskie odgłosy pow stania ludowego w  NRD w  1953 (The First Sign of  
Solidarity. Polish Echoes of the Popular Rising in the German Democratic 
Republic in 1953), Wrocław 1998, Wydawnictwo Arboretum, 192 pp., bi- 
bliogr., illustr., sum. in German.

The study  analyses Polish reaction to the w orkers’ rising in the G erm an Dem o­
cratic Republic in Ju n e  1953. The a u th o rs  have exam ined not only the official 
reaction of the Polish com m unist au tho rities b u t also the com m entaries and  
rum ours w hich circulated  in various social milieux in Poland. They have m ade 
use  of reports sen t by security  offices (Archives of the M inistry of In ternal Affairs 
an d  A dm inistration), local com m ittees of the Polish United W orkers’ Party 
(Archives of Modern Records, S tate Archives in Wrocław  and  Katowice) a s  well as 
by the Polish D iplomatic Mission in Berlin an d  no tes of employees of the Polish 
E m bassy  in Berlin (Archives of the M inistry of Foreign Affairs in W arsaw). They 
have also stud ied  relevant G erm an docum ents (Politisches Archiv des A usw är­
tigen Amtes, B estand: M inisterium  für A uswärtige A ngelegenheiten der DDR in 
Berlin — Sektion Polen). (DJ)

Marzec ’68. M iędzy tragedią a podłością (March 1968. B etw een  Tragedy and  
Ignobleness), selected, prefaced and  edited by Grzegorz S o ł t y s i a k  and  
Józef S t ę p i e ń ,  W arszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo PROFI, 406 pp., index of 
persons.

This is a  source publication com prising 67 docum ents which concern various 
questions connected  with the M arch 1968 events In Poland. The docum ents are 
all the more valuable a s  they do not come from archives accessible to h is to rians 
b u t m ostly from the private collections of persons who were then  in the centre of 
power; b u t they were issued  by official party  and  s ta te  institu tions. The docum ents 
have been a rranged  chronologically an d  them atically  In five chap te rs (The Events, 
Items o f Information, People, Their Stance and  Their Fate, Balance Sheet, Varia). 
The publication  is an  in teresting  com plem ent of the previously published  stud ies 
an d  source publications dealing w ith the M arch 1968 events. (DJ)

Marzec 1968. Trzydzieści lat później (March 1968. Thirty Years After), eds 
M arcin K u l a ,  Piotr O s ę k a  an d  M arcin Z a r ę b a ,  W arszawa 1998, Wydaw­
nictwo Naukowe PWN, vol. I R eferaty (Papers) 352 pp., vol. II A neks źródłowy  
(Source Annex) 274 pp., index of persons.

The publication  com prises m ateria ls  from a conference organised a t W arsaw 
University on M arch 6 an d  7, 1998 by the H istorical In stitu te  of W arsaw 
University, the Institu te  of Political S tud ies of the Polish Academy of Sciences and  
the  Jew ish  H istorical Institu te . Volume I com prises papers by experienced 
professional h is to rians a s  well as young persons (even s tuden ts) who are taking
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the first steps as historians. It includes papers by Feliks T y c h  (AFew Remarks 
on March 1968), Błażej B r z o s t e k  (E veryday Life on the Eve of March), Paweł 
W i e c z o r k i e w i c z  (The Struggle fo r  Power in the PZPR (Polish United Workers ’ 
Parly) Leadership in March 1968), Piotr O s ę k a  (The Attitude of the PZPR Central 
Committee to March. The Year 1968 in the Light of Party Archives), Jerzy Pok-  
s i ń s k i  (The Attitude of the Polish Army to March), Włodzimierz B o r o d z i e j  (The 
Part P layed by the Diplomacy of the Polish People’s Republic in the March Events 
and Its A ttitude to Them), Anna Barbara J a r o s z  (March in the P ress), Jacek  
K o c h a n o w i c z  (March 1968 and the Intellectual Life of the University), Marcin 
Z a r ę b a  (Poor Poles in 1968. The Attitude of Polish Society to the March Events in 
the Light of Reports of the W arsaw Committee and the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

fo r  the PZPR Leadership), Krystyna Kers t e n  (March 1968 and the Intellectuals’ 
Attitude to Communism), Andrzej F r i s z k e  (A Difficult Test. The “Znak” Sejm  
D eputies’ Circle during March 1968), Maciej G ó r n y  (The March Events in Cze­
choslovak Opinion), Jakub T y s z k i e w i c z  (March 1968 in the Eyes of American 
Diplomats in W arsaw), Mikołaj L e w i c k i  (The Absence of the State. May in 
Nanterre — An Event Similar to or Different from  S tuden ts’ March?), Michał 
G ł o w i ń s k i  (The March after March), Ireneusz K r z e m i ń s k i  (Anti-Semitism, 
Socialism and a  “New Consiousness”. Long-term Consequences of March 1968), 
Dariusz G a w i n  (The Power of a Myth. The Style of Political Thinking of the March 
1968 Generation), Jakub K a r p i ń s k i  (“Short Circuit” and Pictures of March 
1968), Jerzy E i s l e r  (The State of Historical Research on March 1968). Volume II 
consists of source materials: Annexes to Internal Bulletins prepared by the Cabinet 
of the Minister for Internal Affairs, and Information drawn up by the Organisational 
Department of the PZPR Central Committee on the events which took place 
between March 8 and 30, 1968 (except for the first document concerning the 
period from January 30 to March 9). (DJ)

Obchody milenijne 1966 roku w  św ietle dokumentów M inisterstwa Spraw
W ewnętrznych (The Millenium Celebrations in 1966 in the Light of Documents
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs), Warszawa 1998, Centralne Archiwum
MSWiA, 445 pp., index of persons and  places, m aps, illustr.

This is a  supplem ent to the 1996 publication entitled  Millenium Celebrations in 
1966. Reports o f Offices fo r  Internal A ffa irs , which contained archival m ateria ls of 
only one kind, nam ely reports of the M inistry of In ternal Affairs’ offices. The new 
volum e includes docum ents draw n up  in several in s titu tions rep resen ting  the 
a p p a ra tu s  of power a s  well a s  by the C hurch. D ocum ents Nos. 1-96 concern 
p repara tions of the M inistry of In ternal Affairs for the p lanned  millenium  celebra­
tions, the progress of the celebrations, the m ethods and  extent of reprisals and  
the M inistry’s sum m ing  up  of Its activities. D ocum ents Nos. 97 -123  Illustrate 
events which, a lth ouh they had  repeatedly occurred before, were treated  with 
exceptional s te rn n ess  by the au thorities in 1966 (e.g. registration of clergymen, 
an n u a l C hurch  celebrations, the organisation of a  “sum m er cam paign” to restric t 
pasto ra l work during  holidays an d  ham per pilgrimages. (DJ)

Raport komisji Mazura (Report of Mazur’s Commission), “Gazeta Wyborcza”
(W arszawa) 22 I 1999.

This is an  extensive report of a com m ission set u p  on D ecember 10, 1956 under 
the cha irm ansh ip  of M arian Mazur, deputy  prosecutor general of the Polish 
People’s Republic. This is the first time th a t the report h a s  been published  in full. 
The com m ission w as to exam ine “violations of the rule of law by m ilitary 
p rosecution  organs (Information), the Suprem e Military P rosecutor’s Office and  
the  Suprem e M ilitary C ourt in the  p a s t period and  the responsibility  of individual 
functionaries (workers) employed by these organs”. The report form ulates accu ­
sa tions against the o rgans in question  and  against Individual persons who applied 
repressive m easures. W hat d e trac ts from the value of the publication is the
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absence of notes, which is only n a tu ra l a s  the report h a s  been published  by a 
daily paper. (DJ)

Andrzej S a k s o n ,  Stosunki narodowościowe na Warmii i Mazurach 1945- 
1997 (Nationality Relations in Warmia and Mazuria 1945-1997), Poznań
1998, W ydawnictwo In s ty tu tu  Zachodniego, 428 pp., b ibliogr., indexes of 
persons and  localities, sum . in G erm an.

A new  book by a  specialist in the situa tion  of the au toch thonous population of 
W arm ia and  M azuria in the Polish People’s Republic; th is  time Sakson  analyses 
nationality  relations in these regions from 1945 to the p resen t day. The book is 
divided into the following chronologically arranged  chapters: I. Political and  
Demographic Changes in E ast Prussia in 1945, II. Nationality Relations in Warmia 
and  Mazuria —A Clash o f Cultures (1945-1949), III. The Stalinist Nationality Policy 
1950-1955, IV. New Hopes and Prospects (1956-1959), V. Changes in Nationality 
Relations (1960-1989), VI. Formation o f a N ew  Identity (1989-1997). The au tho r 
p resen ts  not only the situa tion  of the au to ch th o n s b u t also the coexistence of 
U krain ians, G erm ans, B yelorussians, G ypsies and  o ther nationality  an d  religious 
groups in these territories. In addition to docum ents from central archives, the 
a u th o r h a s  m ade u se  of the collections of the S tate  Archives in Suw ałki and  
Olsztyn (s ta ro s ts’ offices in Gołdap, Olecko and  Ełk). (DJ)

17 lat nauczania religii w  Polsce Ludowej. Wybór dokumentów (17 Years of 
Religious Instruction in People’s Poland. Selected Documents), ed. Hanna 
K o n o p k a ,  Białystok 1998, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu w Białymstoku, 262 
pp., index of persons, annex.

This is a source publication com prising 82 docum ents on education  policy and  
the  fight against religion in Polish schools in 1945-1961. The sources published  
in the  book come from the Archives of Modern Records (sets: C entral Comm ittee 
of the  Polish U nited W orkers’ Party, Office for Religious D enom inations, M inistry 
of E ducation , M inistry of Public A dm inistration) and  from the Archives of the 
Secre taria t of the Conference of Poland’s Episcopate. (DJ)

Spraw ozdanie stenograficzne z posiedzenia Komitetu Centralnego Polskiej 
Partii Robotniczej 31 sierpnia -  3  w rześnia 1948 (Shorthand Report of the 
Meeting of the Central Committee of the Polish W orkers’ Party Held from  
August 31 to Septem ber 3, 1948), edited, prefaced and annotated by Aleksan­
der K o c h a ń s k i ,  Pułtusk-W arszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo Naczelnej Dyrek­
cji Archiwów Państwowych i Wyższej Szkoły Humanistycznej w Pułtusku, 
408 pp.. index of persons.

A leksander K ochański’s edition of the sh o rth an d  report of the plenary  m eeting of 
the  C entral Comm ittee of the Polish W orkers’ Party (PPR) is a  very com petent work. 
The m eeting in question  w as of key im portance for a  su b s tan tia l change in the 
p a rty ’s political line and  the policy of the sta te . It decided to speed u p  the 
S ta lin isa tion  of social life, and  th is  envisaged the collectivisation of agricu ltu re  
a n d  dep artu re  from the “Polish road to socialism ”. It also disposed of the  general 
secre ta ry  of the party , W ładysław G om ułka, who w as replaced by h is political 
adversary  in the PPR, Bolesław Bierut. In addition to the sh o rth an d  report, the 
volum e also includes o ther docum ents connected  w ith the change In the party ’s 
line, e.g. the speach  m ade by G om ułka a t a  m eeting of the PPR C entral Comm ittee 
on J u n e  3, 1948, and  B ieruťs no tes on h is ta lks with S talin  on the removal of the 
PPR leader. (DJ)

Stefan S t ę p i e ń ,  Związek Parlamentarny Polskich Socjalistów w  działalnoś­
ci praw odaw czej Krajowej R ady Narodowej (The Parliamentary Union of 
Polish Socialists in the Legislative Activity of the National Home Council),
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Lublin 1998, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu im. Marli C urie -S k łodow skiej, 537 
pp., bibliogr., Index of persons.

The au th o r h a s  thoroughly researched  sources ln m any archives, especially those 
kept ln  the Archives of Modern Records (ln particu lar the sets: Polish W orkers’ 
Party, Polish Socialist Party (PPS), National Home Council, M inistry of Public 
A dm inistration, M inistry of Ju s tice , M inistry of Education). He h as  also m ade u se  
of pub lished  m em oirs. S tępień d iscusses the estab lishm en t of a group of socialists 
rallied round  Edward O sóbka-M oraw skl an d  the form ation of the P arliam entary  
U nion of Polish Socialists, the socialists’ a ttitude  to the laws adopted by the 
N ational Home Council, the  legislative initiatives of the Polish Socialist P arty ’s 
parliam en tary  faction and  of its m em bers, an d  the a ttitude  of the faction to the 
decrees issued  by the governm ent. S tępień h a s  no doubt th a t the estab lish m en t 
of the party  w as au thorised  by the com m unists. He recalls th a t of the 264 decrees 
sen t to the National Home Council the  PPS fully approved 118.  (DJ)

B ohdan U r b a n k o w s k i ,  Czerwona m sza  czyli uśm iech Stalina (The R ed  
M ass or S ta lin ’s Smile), W arszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo “Alfa”, vol. 1, 640 pp., 
vol. 2, 653 pp., index of persons, illustr.

This is a  revised, greatly expanded edition of a  book published  ln 1995. The au th o r  
is a  poet, expert in Polish philology, philosopher and  socio-political activist (linked 
to the  Confederation of Independent Poland). In h is study  he analyses Polish 
w riters’ links w ith the com m unist m ovem ent and  the au thorities from World W ar
II to the 1950s. He rep rin ts  m any poem s w hich, in h is opinion, show  th a t Polish 
w riters b rough t ignom iny on them selves by collaborating with the au thorities. 
U rbankow ski’s com m entaries rep resen t in a condensed form the c u rren t of 
reflections in itiated  and  con tinued  by Jacek  T r z n a d e l  and  S tan isław  M u ­
r z a ń ski . His conclusion is: “The h an d s  of Polish w riters were sta ined  w ith blood. 
No, they them selves did no t com m it crim es, b u t they got blood s ta in s  by eagerly 
shak ing  the h an d s  of crim inals”. (DJ)

Jan Ż a r y n , Stolica Apostolska wobec Polski i Polaków w  latach 1944-1958  
w  św ietle materiałów am basady RP przy  W atykanie (The A ttitude of the 
Apostolic See to Poland and the Poles in 1944-1958  in the Light of Materials 
of the Polish E m bassy to the Vatican), Warszawa 1998, Wydawnictwo Nerlton 
i Instytut Historii PAN, 263 pp., Illustr., index of persons.

The publication  opens w ith an  extensive analytical study  (pp. 1-107) w hich Is 
followed by selected docum ents of the Polish E m bassy to the Apostolic See. The 
docum ents come from three archives: the Papal Institu te  for Ecclesiastical M atters 
(Pontificum In s titu tum  S tudiorum  Ecclesiasticorum ) in Rome, the Polish In s titu te  
an d  the G eneral S ikorski M useum  ln London, an d  the Hoover Institu te  in S tanford  
(California). The volume, w hich is to be the first pa rt of a  larger whole, covers the 
years 1944-1951. Most of the docum ents in the volume are notes an d  repo rts of 
the  Polish am bassado r to the Holy See, Kazimierz Papée (1889-1979), on visits 
by Polish C hurch  and  political personalities to the Vatican, the pope’s opinions 
on detailed questions concerning Poland, Including the agreem ent betw een the  
S ta te  an d  the C hurch  of April 1950. (DJ)
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