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GENERAL WORKS1
Anglosasi, Francuzi i Polacy — wzajemny wizerunek dawniej i dziś (Anglo- 
Saxons, Frenchmen and Poles — the Ideas They Have Had of Each Other in 
the Past and Now), eds. Piotr G u z o w s k l  and  M ałgorzata K a w e c k a ,  
B iałystok 2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Białostockiego, 355 pp., sum . 
in English.

The book con ta ins m ateria ls from a conference of h is to rians, lite ra tu re  experts 
an d  linguists. The texts cover the period from the Middle Ages (e.g. Piotr Gu 
z o w s k i's  in teresting  article Anglo-Saxons in the Eyes o f Norman Chroniclers of 
the Time o f the Battle of Hastings), th rough  the early m odem  era and  the 19th 
cen tu ry  u p  to p resen t-d ay  relations an d  im ages in the press, handbooks and  
literature .

Let u s  m ention two tex ts p resen ting  the ideas the  Polish and  American 
na tions h ad  of each o ther in the 19th and  20 th  cen turies. A nna Sto ck a ’s article 
The United States after the Civil War in the Eyes o f “Tygodnik Ilustrowany ” p resen ts  
the com m ents on the  U nited S ta tes, w hich th is m ost popu lar Polish socio-cu ltu ral 
weekly pub lished  in the  19th and  2 0 th  cen turies. A lthough Polish jo u rn a lis ts  were 
no t particu larly  in terested  in America, the questions of social transform ations 
and  civilisation achievem ents beyond the ocean were regularly d iscussed  in 
“Tygodnik Ilustrow any”. Zdzisław  G łębock i ’s text Białystok in the Columns of 
“The New York Times” 1851-2001 p re sen ts  abou t a dozen brief item s w hich during 
a cen tury  and  a ha lf the  Am erican pap er devoted to the Polish town of Białystok, 
a town w hich before 1918 w as the m ain  centre in a d istric t incorporated into 
R ussia  an d  after 1918 w as the capital of a  Polish palatinate . Most of the item s 
come from the  end of the  19th and  the beginning of the 2 0 th  cen tury  and  refer to 
the  Jew ish  in h ab itan ts  of B iałystok (for in stance  the pogrom in 1906) w hich “The 
New York Tim es” kept calling a R ussian  town. (MM)

Andrzej F. G r a b s k i ,  Dzieje historiografii (A History of  Historiography), 
prefaced by Rafał S t o b i e c k i ,  Poznań 2006 , Wydawnictwo Poznańskie, 
866 pp., index of persons.

Opus magnum  of a recently  deceased (2000) h is to rian  of historioghraphy, edited 
by one of h is pupils. T hough the  a u th o r had  not finished it, it is one of the m ost 
com prehensive syn theses of world historiography.

A History o f Historiography is a  classic syn thesis, a  great pano ram a of 
h istorical though t from its b irth  in ancien t tim es to the 20 th  century; G rabsk i’s 
work is a  polemic against the post-m odern ist denial of the traditional model of 
h istory  an d  historiography. The au th o r also com es o u t against m uch  older 
stereotypes, trying to revise the trad itional in terp re ta tions of individual epochs 
m ade by F renchm en, Englishm en, G erm ans and, in the second half of the  20 th  
century , also by A m ericans. G reat a tten tion  h a s  been paid  in the book to the 
h is toriographies of the countries of W estern, E astern , S ou thern  and  N orthern 
Europe an d  also to reflections of researchers from the E ast, from the M uslim  world 
and  the two Americas. The editor h a s  confined his work to editorial m atters, 
leaving the last, un fin ished  fragm ents un touched . T hough incom plete, the book

1 Authors of abstracts: Jacek Adamczyk (JA), Maria Bogucka (MB), Dorota Dukwicz (DD), 
Dariusz Jarosz (DJ), Krzysztof Kosiński (KK), Olga Linkiewicz (OL), Magdalena Micińska (MM), 
Maciej Ptaszyński (MP).
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is undoubted ly  an  im portan t con tribu tion  to the  h istoriographic though t of 
E urope and  the whole world. (MM)

Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n ,  “Kwartalnik Historyczny”  —  zarys dziejów cza- 
spisma naukowego (“Kwartalnik Historyczny ” —  an Outline of the History of  
a Scientific Periodical), “K wartalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CXII, 2005, 
No 2, pp. 5 -27 , sum . in English, list of the  editors of “K w artalnik H istoryczny”.

This text by the p resen t editor of “K w artalnik H istoryczny” p resen ts  all th a t is 
know n abou t th is  quarterly , one of the oldest and  m ost im portan t scientific 
periodicals in Poland, and  is a  su b s tan tia l contribu tion  to the h is to ry  of Polish 
historical science. An outline of the periodical’s h istory  w as draw n up  w hen an  
electronic bibliography of the con ten ts of its 110 volum es w as p repared . In the 
middle of the  1880s, the  h is to rians of Lwów, following in the  footsteps of E uropean  
h is to rian s who were th en  founding scholarly  periodicals all over E urope, decided 
to pub lish  a  scientific h istorical periodical th a t would include critical reviews (the 
foundation  m eeting w as held in 1886) Xawery Li s k e is regarded a s  the  founder 
of the periodical b u t the  o rganisational work w as probably  carried  ou t by his 
disciples and  collaborators. The periodical w as the  organ of the H istorical Society 
(later of the  Polish Historical Society, PTH) and  played an  im portan t role in un iting  
h is to rian s living in different p a rts  of Poland w hich a t th a t tim e w as u n d e r the  rule 
of three powers. After World W ar II the  periodical w as revived in Cracow. At the 
beginning of the  1950s a ttem p ts were m ade to tu rn  “K w artalnik H istoryczny” into 
an  organ of M arxist historiography. The editorial board  w as tran sfe rred  to W arsaw 
and  the periodical w as affiliated to the  new ly-founded In s titu te  of H istory of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences. After 1956 the  quarterly  gradually  regained its 
scientific character. The article ends with a list of its 23 editors. The list gives the 
dates of the ir b irth  and  death , the ir scholarly degree an d  the years w hen they 
headed  the  quarterly . (DD)

Nationale Geschichtskulturen — Bilanz, Ausstrahlung, Europabezogenheit, 
hrsg. Heinz D u c h a r d t .  Beiträge des in ternationalen  Sym posions in der 
Akademie der W issenschaften u n d  L itera tu r Mainz vom 30 Septem ber bis 2 
O ktober 2004, Akademie der W issenschaften  u n d  L iteratur, Mainz, Franz 
S teiner Verlag, S tu ttg a rt 2006, 313 pp., Personenregister.

The volum e contains m ateria ls from a conference w hich w as organised  in Mainz 
(Germany) in the  au tu m n  of 2004 by the Academy of Sciences an d  L iterature of 
th a t city. The sub ject of the conference w as 20 th  cen tu ry  E uropean  h istoriography 
and  especially the  influence exerted on it by to ta lita rian ism  on the one side, and, 
on the other, by the  b irth  and  developm ent of new  cu rren ts  and  m ethods a s  well 
as the functioning of new  historical schools. However, the  papers p resen ted  a t 
the  conference did not cover the  whole of E urope b u t only seven coun tries, each 
of w hich w as d iscussed  by two researchers. The N etherlands is p resen ted  in the 
book by Arnold L a b r i e [Land der Mitte. Das nationale Selbstbild in der niede- 
ländischen Geschichtsschreibung des 20. Jhs.) and  H orst L a d e m a c h e r  (Ge
burt der Nation und nationale Identität. Bemerkung zur Fortschreibung über
kommener Sichtweisen in der niederländischen Geschichtsschreibung). G reat 
B rittain  is d iscussed  by Robert J . W. E v a n s  (Europa in der britischen Historio
graphie) an d  Peter W e n d e  (Tendenzen und Themen britscher Historiographie im 
20. Jh.). F rench historiographie is analysed  by G érard C h a i x (De la fascination  
allemande à l'ouverture européenne. Die französische Geschichtsschreibung im 20. 
Jh. ) an d  Rolf R e i c h a r d t  (Die französische Historiographie als Laboratorium der 
Kulturgeschichte). Italy is dealt w ith by Pierangelo Sc h i e r a  (Historische For
schung in Italien nach und vor dem Zweiten Weltkrieg: Neue Wege in europäischer 
Perspektive) and  Wolfgang S c h i e d e r  (Angst vor dem  Vergleich. Warum die 
italienische Zeitgeschichtsforschung wenig europäisch ist). H ungarian  h isto rio 
graphie is the sub ject d iscussed  by Ignác R o m  s i c s  (Ungarische Geschichts-
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Schreibung im 20. Jh. — Tendenzen, Autoren, Werke) and  Arpád v. K l i m ó  
(Transnationale Perspektiven in der ungarischen Geschichtsschreibung des 20. 
Jhs. Von “H óm an-Szekfü” bis “Ránki-Berend”). Poland is considered by a young 
Polish researcher, Jerzy  C e n t k o w s k i  (Hauptrichtungen der polnischen Histo
riographie im 20. Jh.) an d  the well know n G erm an h is to rian  W aus Z e r n a c h  
(Nation — Unabhängigkeit — Weltof fenheit. Zur polnischen Geschichtswissen
schaft im 20. Jh.). Only one paper deals w ith G erm any, the one by Winfried 
S c h u l z e  (Die Bundesrepublik, die deutsche Nation und Europa), w hich m eans 
th a t in th is case the  reader h a s  been offered a narrow er perspective.

Spain , Portugal, Greece, the  Czech Republic, Scandinavia, the B alkan 
coun tries an d  R ussia  have no t been taken  into account, w hich d etrac ts  from the 
value of the  book. The au th o rs  differ in the ir approach  to the  sub ject and  the 
pap ers  are no t all on the  sam e level. As regards approach , som e au th o rs  lay s tre ss  
on facts an d  details w hile o thers em phasise  general trends. The papers also differ 
by the  choice of exam ples. The p resen ta tion  of Polish 2 0 th  cen tury  h istoriographie 
is less th a n  satisfactory. As a resu lt of the p reponderance of critical analyses of 
M arxism  (which w as b u t an  episode in  Polish historiographie) and  the analyses 
of na tionaly  questions an d  visions of history, m any im portant, in terestin f and  
“E u ro p ean ” them es have been ignored, only to m ention  Polish contribu tion  to 
research  into the  h is to ry  of cu ltu re  (e.g. the in itiation  of stud ies on the  role of 
gestu res, travels, clientelism), the  h istory  of tow ns, m entality  (especially a ttitude  
to death), the  role of cu stom s in the  functioning of social s tru c tu res , etc. The 
p ap ers  dealing  w ith F rench  an d  H ungarian  h is toriographies are m uch  more 
com prehensive and  in teresting . (MB)

A ntoni P o d r a ż a ,  Europa — Galicja — Regiony. Pisma historyczne (Europe 
— Galicia —Regions. Historical Writings), selected by Grzegorz N i e ć ,  Kraków 
2006, W ydawnictwo K sięgarnia A kadem icka, 453 pp., index of persons.

This is a  collection of texts an d  trea tises w ritten  after 1960 by a  prom inent expert 
in th e  econom ic h isto ry  of E ast-C en tra l Europe an d  the links Poland h a s  h ad  w ith 
th is region. The au th o r is m ainly in terested  in  historical, geographic and  economic 
divisions an d  th e  ensu ing  regionalisation of th e  continen t, especially of C entral 
Europe. The articles cover a  period from the Middle Ages un til the end of the 19th 
century . A gainst th is  b road  background  P odraza p resen ts  the characteristic  
fea tu res of so u th e rn  Poland (Little Poland) an d  the  Polish-U krainian  an d  Polish- 
R u ssian  frontier regions du ring  the first Com m onw ealth, up  to its fall a t the end 
of the  18th century . M uch space h a s  been devoted to the  h istory  of agriculture, 
ru ra l a reas  an d  the p e a sa n t m ovem ent (especially Polish) in the 17th, 18th and  
19th cen tu ries . The a u th o r  it in terested  especially in ag rarian  relations in Little 
Poland, in  th e  developm ent of ag ricu ltu ral knowledge, social an d  political life, and  
th e  em ergence of a  m odem  institu tionalised  p e a sa n t m ovem ent in the  second half 
of the  19th century . Very in teresting , tho u g h  fragm entary, are the a u th o r’s 
rem arks on the specific ch a rac te r w hich C entral E uropean  agriculture h a s  had  
th ro u g h o u t its developm ent an d  on ag ricu ltu ra l lite ra tu re  produced since the  17 th  
century . The au th o r’s reflections are enriched  by m ethodological rem arks in w hich 
he speaks of the difficulties facing a h is to rian  of agriculture who form ulates 
rem arks on the scale of a  whole region and  n o t on the  scale of changing political 
organism s. (MM)

Political Culture in Central Europe (10th-20th Century), p a rt 1: Middle Ages 
and Early Modem Era, eds. H. M a n i k o w s k a ,  J.  P á n e k ,  M. H o l y ,  P raha  
2005, In stitu te  of History, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, 
In s titu te  of History, Polish Academy of Sciences, 389 pp., list of contribu tors.

T his volum e, pub lished  in  connection  w ith the  In ternational C ongress of H istori
cal Sciences held  in Sydney in Ju n e  2005, is the  fru it of m any years of Polish, 
Czech, H ungarian  an d  A ustrian  scho la rs’ cooperation  on the  history  of political
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cu ltu re  in C entral Europe. The in troduction  by S tan isław  B y l i n a  and  Ja ro slav  
P á n e k  explains the m eaning of political cultu re . The first p a rt of the  volume, 
concerning the Middle Ages, opens w ith Rom an M i c h a ł o w s k i's text on the 
C hristian isation  of political cu ltu re  in Poland in the 10th and  early 11th centuries. 
Jo sef Ž e m l i č k a  describes how  the  D ukedom  of the  B ohem ians w as tr a n s 
formed into the Czech Kingdom. Zbigniew D a l e w s k i  concen tra tes on the u se  
of force in relations betw een the P iasts, the Přem yslides and  the A rpads and  the 
agreem ents concluded by them . J a n  L u ka č k a  d iscusses political cu ltu re  in 
H ungary u n d e r the  Arpad dynasty. Wojciech Iwa ń cz a k  describes the Polish 
nobility’s political cu ltu re  in the  late Middle Ages. Miloslav Pol iv k a  w rites abou t 
political cu ltu re  in the kingdom  of Bohem ia from the beginning of the 14 th  cen tu ry  
to 1419. H alina Ma n i k o w s k a ’s tex t deals w ith the political self-identity  of cities 
in C entral Europe in the  late Middle Ages. The second p a rt of the volume, devoted 
to early m odem  history, opens w ith an  article by Joach im  B a h l c k e on the 
notion of liberty in the m ultinational societies of Poland, Bohem ia and  H ungary. 
Petr V o re l d iscusses the question  of m oney in 16th cen tu ry  political cultu re . 
The political cu ltu re  of Czech tow nspeople before the battle  fought a t the  White 
m ountain , a t the gates of Prague, is d iscussed  by J iň  P ešek and  after th a t battle  
and  during  the Thirty Y ears’ W ar by Tom aš K n oz. Zdenek B e n e š  devotes h is 
reflections to h istoriography as a  reflection and  expression of political cultu re . 
E dw ard Opal i ń s k i ’s s tudy  concerns the Polish nobility’s civic cu ltu re  in  the 
16 th  and  17 th  cen turies. Marceli K o s m a n  depicts political cu ltu re  in L ithuania  
in the  sam e period and  Istvan György T ó t h  describes it in H ungary. Zdenek 
Vy b ir a l  focuses on Bohem ia during  the  first years of H absburg  rule. T hom as 
W i n k e l b a u e r  d iscusses political cu ltu re  in A ustria du ring  the  early m odem  
period. Petr M a t a  depicts how s ta te  power w as bu ilt in Bohem ia an d  Moravia 
in the late 17th and  early 18th cen turies. The book closes w ith Wojciech 
K r i e g s e i s e n ’s article on 18 th  cen tu ry  p lans for a reform of the political system  
of the  P o lish-L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth. (DD)

MIDDLE AGES
M ałgorzata A n d r a ł o j ć ,  Mirosław A n d r a ł o j ć ,  Bulla Bolesława, księcia 
Polski (The Bulla of Boleslaus, Duke o f Poland), Poznan 2006, 129 pp, 14 ills., 
4 annexes, text also in G erm an.

The book concerns an  archaeological treasu re , ha lf of a  seal of lead found a t 
Głębokie in G reat Poland in 2002. The obverse show s a  stand ing  duke w ith 
a sp ea r and  the  inscription: +[...]AVI D(V)[.. .](I)s POL, on the reverse side is 
a  b ishop holding a book, and  the  inscription: (+)S A(DA)LBE(R)[... 1 The au th o rs  
date it to the  tim es of B oleslaus the  W ry-m outhed, betw een 1113 (the peniten tia l 
pilgrimage the duke m ade to St. A dalbert’s tom b after blinding h is brother, 
Zbigniew) and  th e  1130s (the struggle to re ta in  the archdiocese of Gniezno. 
According to the  au tho rs, th is is a  bulla, a  m etal seal of the  h ighest rank , w hich 
in the W est could a t th a t tim e be u sed  only by the em perors. The fact th a t a Polish 
ru le r u sed  it, m ay indicate th a t he h ad  som e special right, or it m ay be a borrowing 
from R ussia  w here seals of lead were widely used . The au th o rs  say th a t a  sim ilar 
seal w as found in Poznań in 2005. (JA)

Bogusław C z e c h o w i c z ,  Książęcy mecenat artystyczny na Śląsku u schył
ku średniowiecza (The Silesian D ukes’ Patronage of  the Arts at the End o f the 
Middle Ages), W arszawa 2005, W ydawnictwo DiG, 727 pp., 417 ills., index 
of geographical nam es.

The book deals w ith the large-scale  foundation  activity carried  ou t by S ilesian 
dukes (including the b ishops of Wrocław who bore the  title of dukes of Nysa, b u t 
excluding Czech kings who formally were dukes in som e p a rts  of Silesia) from the 
middle of the  14th cen tu ry  to the  m iddle of the  16th. The a u th o r d iscusses the
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construction  and  rebuilding of royal residences, u rb a n  complexes, individual 
buildings, churches, necropolises, the d u k es’ passion  for collecting a rt treasu res , 
for m inting  and  sphrag istics, considered as  art. He em phasises th a t by the ir work 
the dukes helped to m ake S ilesian  cu ltu re  and  identity  separa te  from Polish and  
Czech identity. Czechowicz s tre sses  th a t Silesian kn igh ts and  tow ns played an  
increasingly im portan t role in these  activities as the d u k es’ political and  economic 
role w eakened and  the  in s titu tions of an  esta te  society grew in streng th . (JA)

Leszek Ć w i k ł a ,  Polityka władz państw owych wobec Kościoła prawosław
nego i ludności prawosławnej w Królestwie Polskim, Wielkim Księstwie Lite
wskim  oraz Rzeczpospolitej Obojga Narodów w latach 1344-1795 (The Policy 
Pursued by the State Authorities towards the Orthodox Church and the 
Orthodox Population in the Polish Kingdom, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and 
the Commonwealth of the Two Nations in 1344-1795), Lublin 2006, Wydaw
nictwo Katolickiego U niw ersytetu Lubelskiego, 372 pp., indexes of persons 
and  geographical nam es, sum . in U krainian.

The book covers the period from the incorporation  of Halicz R uthen ia  into Poland 
to the fall of the  Polish-L ithuanian  sta te . It is a  historical-legal study, to a sm aller 
extent it concerns the  im plem entation  of the O rthodox C hurch ’s rights. The 
a u th o r em phasises th a t in Poland and  L ithuania the  O rthodox C hurch  enjoyed 
a tolerance w hich neither any W est E uropean  s ta te  no r R ussia gran ted  to the ir 
religious m inorities. He po in ts o u t th a t the  s itua tion  of O rthodox believers 
depended on in ternational conditions: on the  one hand , on the Apostolic See’s 
endeavours to force them  to accept a  un ion  w ith the C hurch  of Rome, on the other, 
on the  R ussian  au th o rities’ a ttem p ts  to subord inate  the  Polish and  L ithuan ian  
O rthodox C hurch  to them selves in o rder to u se  it a s an  in s tru m en t of the ir policy 
tow ards Poland an d  L ithuania. The a u th o r em phasises th a t as regards freedom 
an d  the  righ ts to property, the  s itua tion  of the  O rthodox C hurch  w as m uch  be tte r 
in Poland and  L ithuania  th a n  in R ussia. In h is opinion th is fact overthrow s the 
m yth created  by R ussian  h is to rian s th a t only an  O rthodox ru ler could look after 
the  developm ent of the  C hurch. (JA)

Tom asz J u r e k ,  Panowie z  Wierzbnej. Studium genealogiczne (The Lords o f 
Wierzbna. A Genealogical Study), Kraków 2006, Societas V istulana, 183 pp., 
6 genealogical tables, annex, index of persons and  geographical nam es, sum . 
in G erm an.

This is the h istory  of a  S ilesian m agnates’ family, the lords of W ierzbna (W uerben) 
n ea r Św idnica, from the  12th to the 16th century . The a u th o r does no t agree w ith 
the  opinion th a t the  family w as derived from Silesian tribal elders: he dates its 
h istory  back  to the  ru le of B oleslaus the Tall, who tried  to restric t the influence 
of the trad itional group of m agnates by creating a  new class of lords who would 
depend on him  alone. Ju re k  po in ts ou t th a t the  family’s w ealth  and  influence kept 
increasing  as long as  it w as in the d u k e’s good graces. W hen it fell o u t of favour 
a t the end of the 13th century , its political significance and  w ealth  declined, 
despite its links w ith the  b ishops of Wrocław: Tom asz, H enryk of W ierzbna 
(1302-1319), J a n  M uskata  an d  Nanker. The resu lt w as th a t in the 16th cen tury  
som e b ranches of the  im poverished family em igrated to Moravia and  G reat Poland. 
A separa te  chap te r is devoted to the  family’s herald ic device: various versions of 
crossed  arrow s (the la ter Polish herald ic device of the Lis family) an d  lilies 
modelled on the  C apetians’ coat of arm s. (JA)

Krzysztof K o p i ń s k i ,  Gospodarcze i społeczne kontakty Torunia z  Wrocła
wiem w późnym średniowieczu (Toruń’s Economic and Social Contacts with 
Wrocław in the Late Middle Ages), Toruń 2005, Roczniki Towarzystwa 
Naukowewgo w Toruniu , yearbook 91, No 2, 423 pp., 1 m ap, 36 tables, 10 
d iagram s index of persons, sum . in G erm an.
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The book concerns the 14th and  15th cen turies. The a u th o r d iscusses trade and  
financial con tac ts as well as the  m ovem ent of people betw een two cities w hich 
belonged to different economic zones: T oruń, w hich lay in the Baltic region, and  
Wroclaw from the  zone w hich com prised so u th e rn  G erm any, Bohemia and  
neighbouring countries. The au th o r em phasises th a t in the 14th cen tu ry  no o ther 
tow ns belonging to these two economic zones were so strongly linked w ith each 
o ther as T oruń  and  Wrocław. B ut these  ties w eakened w ith tim e owing to m any 
reasons: the  growing com petition of o ther tow ns (Cracow, Poznań, Lublin, G dańsk  
and  Warsaw), the policy p u rsu ed  by Polish kings who tried to elim inate tow ns 
outside Poland from far-d is tance  trade  w hich p assed  th rough  their sta te , the 
Wroclaw m erch an ts’ endeavours to get rid  of T oruń’s interm ediary  role in their 
con tac ts w ith the  Baltic zone a s  well a s  T oruń’s a ttem p ts  to deprive Wrocław of 
its in term ediary  function, and  also the  Polish-Teutonic w ars and  the trade w ar 
betw een Poland and  Wroclaw in 1490-1515. (JA)

“K wartalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CXII, 2005, No 3, 177 pp., sum .
in English.

The la te st issue  of “K w artalnik H istoryczny”, dedicated  to Professor S tanisław  
T r a w k o w s k i ,  opens w ith Henryk S a m s o n o w i c z ’s article The Tribe and the 
State (pp. 5-20) The a u th o r d iscu sses the  transfo rm ation  of tribal s tru c tu re s  into 
s ta te  ones in Polish, Czech an d  R u then ian  territo ries in the 10th and  early 11th 
cen turies. In the  au th o r’s opinion the  approach  to th is question  h as  so far been 
too schem atic. Jerzy  S t r z e l c z y k  (Between sac rum  and  profanum . The Case 
of Irmingarda and Otto o f Hammerstein, pp. 21-31) deals w ith the a ttem p t m ade 
by the archb ishops of Cologne and  th e  em peror Henry II to persuade a couple 
from m agnates’ families to sue  for divorce aga in s t the ir will. The decision on 
divorce w as first blocked an d  w hen it w as taken , the couple tried to invalidate it, 
tak ing  advantage of the  an tagon ism  betw een the pope and  the  G erm an bishops, 
an d  betw een th e  a rchb ishops of Cologne and  Trier. G erard L a b u d a  (The 
Canonisation o f St. Adalbert, pp. 33-40) s tre sses  the role played by G auden tius 
in the  canonisation  process. This w as due  no t only to h is k insh ip  w ith A dalbert 
(he w as h is brother) b u t also to the  fact th a t having lived in the m onastery  on 
Mons A ventinus, he w as know n to the  R om an clergy an d  could therefore speak  
in su p p o rt of B oleslaus the  Brave’s supp lica tion  an d  con tribu te  to w riting St. 
A dalbert’s Life. The canon isation  took place before D ecem ber 2, 999, the day w hen 
G au d en tiu s’ nam e appears on the em peror’s docum ent as archiepiscopus s. 
Adalberti martyris. M arian D y g o  (Boleslaus the Brave’s Feasts, pp. 41-54) 
po in ts o u t th a t the  characterisa tion  of B oleslaus the  Brave in G a l l u s  A n o n i 
m u s ’ Chronicle con ta ins clear references to C hris t (the ru le r’s 12 advisers, 40 
feast tables). The a u th o r says th a t th is  is analogous to 12th cen tury  E uropean  
w ritings w hich replaced references to the Old Testament in descrip tions of 
m onarchs by references to the New Testament. R om an M i c h a ł o w s k i  (Boles- 
laus the Brave as Brother of  the Magdeburg Canons. Attempts at a New Approach, 
pp. 55-68) w rites abou t the  un ion  called f raternitas w hich B oleslaus the Brave 
concluded w ith th e  canons of M agdeburg in 1000. The successive G erm an ru lers, 
O tto III and  Henry I, also belonged to the  union. The Polish duke severed h is links 
w ith the  un ion  in 1007, a  fact m entioned in T h i e t m a r ’s chronicle. This m ay 
have m arked the end of h is  earlier policy tow ards the  Empire, a  policy form ulated 
a t the m eeting in Gniezno in 1000. Tom asz J a s i ń s k i  (Was Gallus Anonimus 
a monachus littorensis?, pp. 68-89) points ou t the elem ents of the oldest Polish 
chronicle w hich m ay indicate th a t its  au th o r w as of a  V enetian or D alm atian 
origin. S tan isław  S u c h o d o l s k i  (St. S tephen’s Spear, pp. 91-110) draw s 
a tten tion  to the h an d  holding a spear, a  m otif know n from the denarii of H ungary’s 
first C hris tian  ruler. According to the a u th o r th is can  be the spear w ith relics 
w hich S tephen  received from the  em peror on the  day of h is baptism , and  the 
vexillum — the  p en n an t sen t by the  pope. Ja ro sław  N i k o d e m  (Controversies 
over the Preparations fo r  Przemyśl II's Coronation, pp. 111-134) says th a t Przem ysł
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II began to asp ire  to the crown in 1294 in connection w ith th is policy tow ards 
E aste rn  Pom erania. (JA)

Ja n u s z  Ł o s s o w s k i ,  Urzędnicy miejscy, cechowi, braccy i szpitalni Łęcznej 
do r. 1810. Spisy (Municipal, Guild, Brotherhood and Hospital Officials in 
Łęczna up to 1810. Lists), Łęczna 2005, Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Ziemi Łęczyń
skiej, 146 pp., index.

The a u th o r ou tlines the  h istory  of the town Łęczna from its foundation  by the 
castellan  od Cracow J a n  Tęczyński in the 15th cen tu ry  to the end of the 18th 
cen tu ry . Next, he d iscusses  the s tru c tu re  of the m unicipal and  guild au thorities 
an d  the  presence in the  town of two parishes: the Catholic p arish  and  the p arish  
of the  E aste rn  rite w ith their religious b ro therhoods and  hospitals. The m ain  p a rt 
of the  book consists  of lists of m unicipal officials, senior guild officials, function
aries of b ro therhoods and  hospitals. The alphabetical index a t the  end of the book 
m akes it easer for the  reader to get the ru n  of th ings. (MB)

M arzena M a t l a - K o z ł o w s k a ,  Źródła  Annales Magdeburgenses brevissi- 
mi w kontekście zapisek  “obcych” polskiego i czeskiego rocznikarstwa (The 
Annales Magdeburgenses brevissimi Sources in the Context of  “Alien” Notes 
in Polish and Czech Annals), “S tud ia  H istoryczne” (Kraków), vol. XLIII, 2005, 
No 1, pp. 135-150, 2 tables, sum . in English.

The a u th o r d iscusses  the origin of the oldest Polish annalistic  notes w hich are 
the m ost fully preserved in the Yearbook o f the Cracow Chapter. She com pares 
no tes in Polish, Czech and  G erm an an n a ls  from the  10th an d  1 1th centuries. Her 
conclusion is th a t the Polish no tes come probably from a Czech yearbook brough t 
to Poland in the second half of the  1 1th cen tu ry  on the occasion of the m arriage 
of Sw ataw a, C asim ir the  R estorer’s daughter, to V ratislav of Bohemia, or in 
connection w ith the  arrival of Ju d y ta , L adislaus H erm an’s wife, or the visit paid  
to Cracow by Ja ro m ir who la ter becam e bishop of P rague. The yearbook contained 
inform ation from G erm an anna ls . The au th o r does no t agree w ith the view of som e 
Polish h is to rian s th a t the  Czech yearbook contained  no tes from the hypothetical 
o ldest Polish yearbook dating  from the end of the  10th or the beginning of the 
1 1th cen tu ry  w hich w as taken  to Bohem ia during  Betislav’s invasion of Poland 
in 1038. (JA)

Tom asz N o w a k o w s k i ,  Lokacja i układ urbanistyczny Bydgoszczy na tle 
przemian gospodarczych w XIV wieku (The Foundation and Lay-Out of  
Bydgoszcz against the Background of  Economic Changes in the 14th Century), 
“K w artalnik Historii K ultury M aterialnej” (Warszawa), vol. LIII, 2005, No 1, 
pp. 17-33.

The a u th o r po in ts ou t th a t con trary  to the  opinion of earlier researchers, the  whole 
a rea  of the  tow n of Bydgoszcz w as not a t once divided into build ing plots w hen 
the  town w as founded by C asim ir the  G reat in 1346 on the  basis  of G erm an law. 
The division w as m ade gradually  un til the end of the  14th cen tu ry  in proportion 
to the  grow th of the  population . In the tow n ch a rte r there is no m ention of 
m unicipal gardens which, in the a u th o r’s view, indicates th a t since Bydgoszcz lay 
on the trade  rou te  linking G dańsk  w ith the  tow ns of G reat Poland, the King w anted 
it to be a com m ercial city. The fact th a t trade w as to play an  im portan t role in the 
economy of Bydgoszcz is also indicated  by the extent of territory  subo rd ina ted  to 
the  ju risd ic tion  of the chief officer of the  town; in the  sou th  it included a long strip  
of land along the rou te  to G reat Poland. (JA)

“Przegląd H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. XCVII, 2006, No 2, pp. 130-306, 
sum . in English.

This issue opens the article by D ariusz B r o d k a  (The Fall of  the Roman Empire 
in the Historiography o f the 4th-6th Centuries /outline/, pp. 130-144). Brodka
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says th a t h is to rian s in those cen tu ries realised  th a t the Em pire w as in crisis; they 
a ttrib u ted  th is to the decline of m orals, the liquidation or continuation  of the cu lt 
of pagan  gods (depending on the  a u th o r’s religious convictions), and  the m istakes 
m ade by political elites or individual persons. Nevertheless, the fall of the W estern 
Em pire w as recorded late, in 511 in the  W est and  betw een 519 and  534 in the 
E ast. This w as due  to the  shock th a t the  elites experienced a t the fall of the Em pire 
an d  to the fact th a t e lem ents of R om an civilisation (Christianity, cu ltu re , la n 
guage, lifestyle) survived u n d e r G erm anic ru lers, w hich gave the im pression th a t 
the  old classical world still existed. T eresa W o l i ń s k a  (Attempts to Create an 
Anti-Saracen Alliance in Southern Italy, 9th —  early 10th centuries, pp. 145-164) 
d iscusses the endeavours m ade by B yzantium , the Carolingians, the papacy and  
sm all s ta te s  in the  so u th  of Italy to h a lt the expansion of Islam  in Italy. According 
to the  a u th o r these  a ttem p ts  failed because  the p a rtn e rs  had  different in te rests  
(the rivalry of the E aste rn  and  W estern E m pires for dom ination in the region, the 
am bition  of the sm all local s ta te s  to preserve the ir independence); so u th e rn  Italy 
w as saved for C hristian ity  m ainly by the  fact th a t sim ilar frictions existed in the 
Arab cam p. T aking medieval France an d  B yzantium  as exam ples, Jerzy  P y s i a k  
(The Monarch’s Gesture and the Symbolism o f Rites Connected with the Cult of 
Relics — translatio and ostensio reliquarum, pp. 165-186) draw s a tten tion  to the 
role w hich the  m onarchs played in th e  cerem onies of public translatio and  ostensio 
of relics. By the ir physical presence (through the relics) C hrist or the sa in ts  
extended protection  to individual s ta te s  an d  the ir ru lers, th is also streng thened  
the sacra l role of m onarchs as persons anoin ted  by God. Wojciech F a l k o w s k i  
(The Unusual Ritual o f Rulers’ Meetings on Islands, pp. 187-202) d iscusses ru le rs’ 
m eetings on is lands or boats floating on rivers w hich separa ted  the ir s ta te s  or 
spheres of influence (Em peror H enry II an d  the F rench King Robert the Pious in 
1203, Henry I an d  C harles the  Sim ple in 9 1 1 , Lothair, C harles the Bald and  Louis 
the  G erm an in 842, L adislaus Jagiellon  an d  M ichael K uechm eister in 1414, the 
Pom eranian  duke Światopełk an d  the  G rand M aster of the  Teutonic O rder in 1248, 
William the  Long Sword and  Arn u lf of F landers in 942, Napoleon B onaparte and  
T sar A lexander I in 1807). According to the au th o r su ch  m eetings em phasised  the 
equality  of the p a rtn e rs  and  created  an  atm osphere favourable for a personal 
conversation. In h is article (The Medieval Colonisation o f Central Europe as 
a Question o f Universal History and o f Comparative History o f Historiography, pp. 
203-220) J a n  M. P i s k o r s k i  p roposes th a t changes should  be m ade in the 
dating  of th is colonisation an d  its geographical scope. He says th a t the o rgan isa 
tional form s characteristic  of th is  colonisation appeared  during  the se ttlem en t of 
D utch  and  F risian  se ttle rs in Saxony b u t they did not exist in the  se ttlem en ts of 
G erm ans in the D uchy of Moscow in m odem  tim es. The au th o r also d iscusses 
the  role of m edieval colonisation in the  ideology of G erm an nationalism  in the 
19th cen tu ry  an d  the first ha lf of the  20 th , especially in the years 1939-1945. 
Tom asz A. G a ł u s z k a  OP (Magic as factum  haereticale. John XXII’s Bull Super 
illius secula, pp. 221-240) d iscu sses the  c ircum stances in w hich the bull w as 
proclaim ed in 1326 or 1327 an d  its con ten ts; con trary  to the views prevailing a t 
th a t time, the bull qualified the  p rac tising  of magic as heresy  liable to p rosecution  
and  p u n ish m en t by the Inquisition. M ariusz W e b e r  (The King and His Liege
man. Conflicts between the Duke o f Mazovia, Siemowit IV and Ladislaus Jagiellon, 
pp. 241-255) po in ts ou t th a t the re la tionsh ip  betw een the Polish King and  his 
M azovian vassal can  be divided into two stages: a period of relatively good relations 
u p  to 141 an d  a later period w hen Siemowit w as accused  of disloyalty an d  of 
counterfeiting  Polish coins. The au th o r  recalls the an ti-Po lish  declarations m ade 
by the M azovian d u k e’s chancellor, S tanisław  Pawłowski. According to Weber, 
Pawłowski could have been a  Polish agent for h is declarations m ade it possible 
for Jagiełło to exert political p ressu re  on the duke. (JA)

Andrzej R a d z i m i ń s k i ,  Udział zakonu krzyżackiego w procesie ewangeli
zacji Prus. Uwagi na podstawie ustaw odawstwa synodalnego (The Participa-
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tion o f the Teutonic Knights’ Order in the Evangelisation of Prussia. Remarks 
on the Basis of Synodal Legislation), “Zapiski H istoryczne” (Toruń), vol. LXX, 
2005, No 1, pp. 7-26, sum . in G erm an.

After an  analysis of synodal legislation of the diocese of P ru ssia  and  of the  Riga 
m etropolis to w hich P russia  w as subord inated , the a u th o r d iscusses the s ta te  of 
P ru ss ia ’s evangelisation in the 14th and  15th centuries. He rejects Łucja O k u 
l i c z - K o z a r y n ’s theory th a t the Teutonic K nights did no t exert them selves to 
C hristian ise  the ir s ta te  and  th a t the re su lts  were therefore poor. On the contrary, 
the sources indicate th a t the  population  w as C hristianised; they also show  the 
ecclesiastical au th o rities’ concern  for the  level of religious life am ong the faithful 
and  the lines of the ir religious activity; the religious au tho rities saw  to it th a t the 
believers a ttended  m ass, confessed annually , did penance and  knew  the m ost 
im portan t prayers. They conducted  their work in G erm an and  P ru then ian . On 
the  o ther hand , it is know n th a t pagan  rites survived am ong the population  of 
Baltic origin, even though they were com bated by the C hurch. B ecause of a lack 
of sources it is no t possible to say  to w hat ex ten t and  how quickly synodal 
decisions reached  the  general body of the believers. (JA)

Sobiesław  S z y b k o w s k i ,  Kujawska szlachta urzędnicza w późnym śred
niowieczu, 1370-1501 (Civil Servants of  Noble Birth in Kujawy in the Late 
Middle Ages, 1370-1501), G dańsk  2006, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu G dań
skiego, 811 pp., 24 tables, 7 d iagram s, 4 annexes, index of persons, index 
to the  annexes.

The book concerns th ree questions: the form ation of the h ierarchy  of civil service 
posts  in the Kujawy region, the ir staffs, and  the  characteristic  features of the 
political elite of Kujawy. The a u th o r says th a t the  civil service h ierarchy  w as 
formed ra th e r late in the  region (15th century) because  rem n an ts  of the  period of 
fragm entation  survived in the  adm in istra tion  of Kujawy for a  long tim e and  also 
because the  region becam e p a rt of the Polish Kingdom relatively late (in 1398). 
Annex I concerns the staff of the  individual offices (Kujawy Civil Servants under 
the Angevins and the First Jagiellons /1370-1501 /. Lists, pp. 437-483). Annex III 
describes the  characteristic  fea tu res of the  civil servan ts  and  their careers (The 
Kujawy Civil Servants under the Angevins and the First Jagiellons /1370-1501  /. 
Short Biographies, pp. 518-717). The b iographies con tain  inform ation on the 
background  an d  careers of 268 well know n civil servan ts. The a u th o r ch a rac 
terises the  political elite of Kujawy, draw ing a tten tion  to the  increasingly im port
a n t role of families from outside the  region who possessed  esta te s  in the dep th  of 
Poland, th an k s  to w hich the ir possessions were less affected by the Polish-Teu- 
tonic w ars th a n  the esta tes  of the local nobility. A good m aterial situa tion  w as of 
g reat help in political career. (JA)

Agnieszka T e t e r y c z - P u z i o ,  Zjazdy książąt oraz możnych małopolskich 
i mazowieckich w I połowie XIII w. / ze stosunków małopolsko-mazowieckich; 
(The Meetings o f Dukes and Lords from  Little Poland and Mazovia in the First 
Half o f the 13th Century: Relations between Little Poland and Mazovia), 
“S tud ia  H istoryczne” (Kraków), vol. XLVIII, 2005, No 3 -4  (191-192), pp. 
267-292 , sum . in English

The a u th o r says th a t w hen Leszek the White ru led  in Cracow an d  his b ro ther 
Konrad of Mazovia in Płock these  m eetings were held  in o rder to regulate m u tua l 
political rela tions an d  coordinate the  b ro th e rs’ policy tow ards E astern  Pom erania, 
P ru ssia  an d  R uthenia. After Leszek’s d ea th  (1227) K onrad u sed  the m eetings to 
gain su p p o rt from the  lords of Little Poland for h is a ttem p ts  to rule in Cracow and  
to force the  underage B oleslaus the C haste  to give up  the  Cracow throne. As the 
au th o r show s on the  basis of docum ents issued  during  the  m eetings, the Cracow 
lords, unlike the lords of Mazovia, took an  active p a rt in the  m eetings. This reflects 
the role played by th is social group in the two duchies: in Little Poland the lords
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were in fact co -ru lers while in Mazovia they could a t m ost be the ru le r’s advisers 
an d  were fully dependen t on him . According to the  au th o r th is w as the reason  
why K onrad failed in h is a ttem pts: the lords of Little Poland did not w ant to have 
their political role restric ted  to the role the ir Mazovian co un te rparts  were allowed 
to play. (JA)

M arian W o l s k i ,  Trzeciescy herbu Strzemię. Małopolska rodzina szlachecka 
XIV-XVI wieku (The Trzecieskis of  the Stirrup Heraldic Device. A Noble Family 
from  Little Poland in the 14th-16th Centuries), Kraków 2005, Towarzystwo 
Naukowe Societas V istulana, 424 pp., 30 ills., 22 m aps, 4 tables and  
diagram s, 16 genealogical tab les, index of persons and  geographical nam es.

This is the  history  of a  noble family w hich, despite its relatively good financial 
situa tion  and  th e  participation  of its  m em bers in public life, never m ade a great 
career. This is the  s ta rtin g  poin t for the a u th o r’s reflections on the m echanism  of 
m aterial an d  social advance in the ran k s  of the nobility in 14 th -16 th  cen tury  
Poland. According to Wolski two factors p revented  the Trzecieskis from joining 
the  group of m agnates. The first w as th a t in the 16th cen tury  they opposed the 
k ing’s policy and  linked them selves first w ith the execution m ovem ent and  la ter 
w ith the m agnates ill-disposed to the king. This m ean t th a t they received neither 
land  nor offices from the  King, an  im portan t lever for m aterial advance. The o ther 
factor w as th a t they did no t avail them selves of the opportun ity  w hich arose after 
the  conclusion of the Union of Lublin in 1569 an d  failed to acquire large landed 
esta tes  in the  R u then ian  territories of the  P o lish-L ithuanian  sta te . The resu lt w as 
th a t they did n o t increase the ir property  an d  after the 17th cen tury  economic 
crisis fell to the group of petty  nobility. (JA)

EARLY MODERN TIMES 
(16th-18th  Centuries)

D ariusz B ą k o w s k i - K o i s ,  Zarządcy dóbr Elżbiety Sieniawskiej —  stu 
dium z  historii mentalności 1704-1726 (The Managers of Elżbieta Sienia- 
w ska ’s Estates — Study in the History o f Mentality 1704-1726), Kraków 
2005, Towarzystwo Wydawnicze “H istoria Iagellonica”, 160 pp., tables, bibl.

The study  is the final volume of a trilogy devoted to the  nobility’s m entality a t the 
beginning of the 18th century , the  idea of w hich w as suggested  by Professor Józef 
G i e r o w s k i .  (The previous two volum es were: J . R o n i k i e r ,  Hetman Adam  
Sieniawski and his Deputies. Study in the History o f the Polish Nobility’s Mentality 
1706-1725, Kraków 1992, an d  A. L. S o w a ,  The World of Augustus IV s Ministers. 
The Values and Opinions o f the Commonwealth’s Ministers in 1702-1728, Kraków 
1995). On the basis  of inventories an d  correspondence of the adm in istrato rs of 
Elżbieta S ieniaw ska’s esta tes, kep t in the  C zartoryski Library in Cracow, the 
a u th o r reconstruc ts  the  world, the  system  of values and  the stereotypes which 
governed the  activities of the  44 m anagers of S ieniaw ska’s latifundium . In Part I, 
after d iscussing  the lite ra tu re  concerning th is  subject, h is sources and  the range 
of research , the a u th o r p resen ts  the  group in question . P art II is no t divided into 
the system  of values, stereotypes an d  o ther e lem ents m entioned in the preface 
b u t is a  d iscussion  of 15 sub jec ts selected by the au thor, su ch  as: “Divine Matters”. 
Religious Values. The Clergy (C hapter 1 ), Troops Devastating the Estate (C hapter 
7), Weather. Attitude to Atmospheric Phenomena (C hapter 13). C onclusions are 
p resen ted  briefly a t the  end of the  book. (DD)

R ichard B u t t e r w i c k ,  What is Enlightenment (Oświecenie)? Some Polish 
Answers, 1765-1820, “C entral E urope” (London), 3:1, 2005, pp. 19-37.

The a u th o r s ta r ts  w ith the  G erm an 18th cen tu ry  d iscussion  on the m eaning of 
the  concept of E nligh tenm ent and  po in ts ou t th a t the issue  w as also d iscussed
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in the P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onw ealth a t the end of the 18 th  and  the beginning 
of the 19th century , even though  the n um ber of theoretical reflections devoted 
specifically to th is  question  w as very sm all. It can  be said  th a t the d iscussion  was 
held on the m argin  of debates referring to religion, economy an d  politics. The 
au th o r show s the  root of the  term  Oświecenie in the old Polish language and  says 
th a t the word, w hich w as deeply rooted in religious language, gradually  becam e 
secu larised  during  the  reign of S tan is lau s A ugustus Poniatowski. B utterw ick 
focuses on the way th e  concept functioned in Polish 18th cen tu ry  texts of various 
provenance. In the 1750s it began to evolve to become a motto u n d e r which 
a cam paign aim ed a t changing  the  nobility’s m entality  w as waged during  S tan is
lau s A ugustu s’ reign. The socio-political periodical “M onitor” w as one of the m ain 
in s tru m en ts  in th is cam paign. B utterw ick show s th a t the term  “E n ligh tenm ent” 
w as used  together w ith o th e r concepts in order to create a positive im age of the 
new  in tellectual cu rren ts . C ontrary  to the situa tion  in W estern Europe, E nlight
enm en t seldom  assu m ed  an  anti-clerical ch arac te r in the  Polish-L ithuanian  
C om m onw ealth and  p rie s ts  frequently prom oted th is cu rren t, regarding it a s an  
elem ent th a t would m odernise society. (DD)

Maria C i e ś l a ,  Łazarz Mojżeszowicz —przykład żydowskiej kariery w Wiel
kim Księstwie Litewskim w połowie XVII wieku (Łazarz Mojżeszowicz — an 
Example o f a Career Made by a Jew  in the Grand Duchy o f Lithuania in the 
Middle o f the 17th Century), “K w artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CXII, 
No 4, 2005, pp. 5 -29 , sum . in English.

M aria C ieśla’s article deals w ith the life and  career of a little known, b u t prom i
nen t, Jew ish  royal in term ediary , a tten d an t and  secretary , active in Poland and  
the  G rand D uchy of L ithuan ia  in the first ha lf of the  17th century. To reconstruc t 
Łazarz Mojżeszowicz’s econom ic activity — the m ain  sub ject of the article — the 
a u th o r h as  m ade u se  of sources kep t in the Radziwiłłs’ W arsaw  Archives in the 
C entral Archives of H istorical Records, in the L ithuan ian  Register and  Vilnius 
Archives.

According to the  au th o r, Mojżeszowicz conducted  a doub le-track  activity. On 
the  one hand , he co -operated  w ith m agnates, h is pa trons, m ainly w ith Krzysztof
II Radziwiłł an d  la ter w ith the Kiszka family, supplying them  w ith m oney and  
playing the role of a m ag n a tes’ banker. This is am azing for according to earlier 
lite ra tu re  the Jew s gave u p  m oney lending a t th a t tim e an d  tu rn ed  tow ards trade 
an d  lease holding. B ut trad e  and  leases were no t the  m ost im portan t activities in 
the  life of the “Radziwiłłs’ Jew ”. The a u th o r h as  estab lished  th a t Mojżeszowicz w as 
a respected  client of the Radziwiłłs, he held a high position and  w as on close term s 
w ith m agnates’ families.

The o ther side of Mojżeszowicz’s activity w as h is career a t the royal court, 
w here he held the p o st of in term ediary  and  w as la ter appointed  the k ing’s 
secretary. This changed Mojżeszowicz’s legal s ta tu s  for it p u t him  direct u nder 
royal ju risd iction . A lthough he h ad  m any court cases, the  a u th o r h as  found only 
one w hich would have ended  unfavourably  for Mojżeszowicz. T hanks to skilful 
financial dealings Mojżeszowicz am assed  a large fortune. At the tu rn  of the 
century , du ring  the Sw edish invasion and  the general depression  Mojżeszowicz’s 
career broke down, h is w ealth  p lum m eted and  he died soon afterw ards. In the 
a u th o r’s view Mojżeszowicz’s career w as a typical Jew ish  career in the 17th 
cen tu ry  Com m onwealth, com parable to the careers of the  Hof juden  in W estern 
E urope, the difference being the Polish Jew s’ different position and  the specific 
political system  of the  Com m onw ealth. (MP)

Jerzy  D y g d a ła ,  Podskarbi wielki koronny Jan Ansgary Czapski — budowa 
pozycji społecznej i prestiżu nowego magnata w pierwszej połowie XVIII 
wieku (Poland’s Grand Treasurer Jan Ansgary Czapski — the Building of  
a New Magnates’ Social Status and Prestige in the First Half o f the 18th
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Century), “Zapiski H istoryczne” (Toruń), vol. 70, 2005, No 1, pp. 27-52, sum . 
in E nglish and  G erm an.

On the basis  of C zapski’s correspondence the au th o r p resen ts  his hero ’s cursus 
honorum, show ing how a d escen d an t of an  average noble family gradually  
achieved the s ta tu s  of a m agnate. J a n  Ansgary Czapski (1699-1724) began h is 
career as a deputy  in the T reasury  T ribunal in 1726, in the following year he 
becam e a delegate to King A ugustus II. T hanks to his m arriage he acquired close 
connections w ith m agnates and  w as given profitable starostw as. In addition to 
h is political activity, it w as h is collaboration w ith Poland’s g rand  treasu re r J a n  
Przebendow ski and, first an d  forem ost, h is friendship w ith the k ing’s favourite, 
Józef Sułkow ski, th a t determ ined his career. In 1732 he becam e m aster of the 
royal h u n t (succeeding his father-in -law ) and  then  voivode of Chełm no. In 1738, 
th a n k s  to h is loyalty and  h is work to se t up  a pro-Saxon party  in Royal P russia , 
he w as appointed  Poland’s g rand  treasu rer. As a resu lt of these rapid  prom otions 
C zapski began to a tta ch  increasing  im portance to the ou tw ard signs of prestige 
an d  developed luxurious tas tes. He skilfully kept increasing  h is w ealth. He bu ilt 
up  h is s ta tu s  and  prestige in opposition to the nobility’s S arm atian  ideas. T hanks 
to h is position and  w ealth the whole family acquired  a high stand ing  and  
m ain tained  it un til the  20 th  century. (DD)

M arek F e r e n c ,  Uwagi o funkcjonowaniu dworu królów polskich, w XVI 
wieku (Remarks on the Functioning o f Polish Kings’ Courts in the 16th 
Century), “B arok” (Warszawa), vol. XII, Ne 2 (24), 2005, pp. 13-40, sum . in 
English.

M arek Ferenc, an  expert in questions concerning the court of S igism und A ugus
tu s , d iscusses the functioning of the courts of Polish ru lers, the ir wives and  
children  in the 16th century. The article is based  m ainly on the co u rts ’ accounts, 
b u t the  a u th o r h a s  also m ade u se  of correspondence kept in Cracow, W arsaw and  
V ilnius archives.

At the ou tse t Ferenc raises the question  of the  m onarch’s residence. In the 
16th cen tu ry  th is w as m ainly the  dynam ically developing Wawel castle, b u t its 
role decreased after 1553, w hen S ig ism und A ugustus re tu rned  to the medieval 
rex ambulans model. On the  basis  of accoun ts the au th o r reconstruc ts  life in the 
Cracow castle and  o ther residences in its vicinity during  the  reign of successive 
ru lers of the  Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onw ealth up  to the beginning of the 17 th  
century, d iscussing  in detail the ir gardens, bestiaries and  ba th s .

Who were the people who lived in royal residences? It is certa in  th a t the 
m onarch  lived in the  castle b u t, as Ferenc says, the queen  and  the king’s re tinue 
frequently lived in neighbouring houses. In the fu rther p a r t of the article the 
a u th o r d iscusses  occasional residences, the m anagem ent and  finances of the 
courts, the o rganisation  of supplies and  su ch  questions as com m unication, 
travelling, tran spo rta tion  and  relations betw een the court and  the chancellery.

Clear changes in the functioning of the royal court were in troduced during  
the reign of S ig ism und A ugustus, who no t only re tu rn ed  to the medieval tradition  
of “nom adic life” b u t also im posed h is own way of m anagem ent, which did not 
always have a favourable effect.

W hat is very valuable is th a t the a u th o r h as  signalled gaps in Polish research  
into the royal court and  stressed  the need for more detailed stud ies on the royal 
room s in Cracow an d  o ther residences of the C om m onw ealth’s ru lers. (MP)

Andrzej G r o t h ,  Człuchów w latach 1772-1815. Z problematyki małego 
miasta pomorskiego (Człuchów in 1772-1815. Issues concerning a Small 
Pomeranian Town), C złuchów -G dańsk 2006, M uzeum Regionalne w C złu
chowie i In s ty tu t K aszubski w G dańsku, 92 pp., tables, ills., sum . in G er
m an.
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The au thor, a well know n scholar specialising in the history  of Pom eranian towns, 
p resen ts  the first years of P ru ssian  rule in Człuchów, one of the  region’s sm allest 
tow ns w hose in h ab itan ts  lived on agricu ltu re  an d  crafts. The stu d y  is based  on 
the  research  conducted  by the au th o r in the S tate  Archives in Koszalin and  
G eheim es S taa tsa rch iv  P reussischer K ulturbesitz in Berlin. On th is basis G roth 
w rites ab o u t the  au thorities of the  town, its finances, buildings, population  
s tru c tu re  (the n um ber of inh ab itan ts , the tow n’s e thnic and  occupational s tru c 
tures) an d  its economy. (MB)

A nna Ka m l e r ,  Od szkoły do senatu. Wykształcenie senatorów w Koronie 
w latach 1501-1586. Studia (From School to the Senate. The Education of 
Senators in Poland in 1501-1586. Studies), W arszawa 2006, In s ty tu t Infor
m acji Naukowej i S tudiów  Bibliologicznych U niw ersytetu W arszawskiego, 
365 pp., index of persons.

In th is s tu d y  based  on a ra th e r narrow  range of sources consisting  only of 19th 
an d  20 th  cen tu ry  editions A nna Kamler tries to p resen t an  extrem ely complex 
question , nam ely, education  an d  its influence on the career of the 490 sena to rs  
active in Poland betw een the  beginning of A lexander Jag iellon’s reign and  the 
d ea th  of S tephen  Batory. The S enate  of the Com m onw ealth consisted  of b ishops, 
voivodes, caste lans an d  m inisters. The a u th o r divides them  into th ree categories 
an d  deals separately  w ith clergymen, secu la r personages an d  m inisters.

The m onograph is m ade up  of th ree chap te rs. In the first the  au th o r depicts 
education  in the  P o lish-L ithuanian  C om m onw ealth in the  period reviewed by her, 
an d  show s the  changes in troduced  u n d er the influence of the R enaissance and  
the  Reform ation. In the second chap te r she show s the u se  of education  in political 
activity an d  o ther fields of life. In the las t chap te r she  analyses the patronage 
extended by sena to rs  and  exam ines their a ttitu d e  to schools, the role of books 
an d  sen a to rs ’ book collections.

The book con ta ins tab les w ith inform ation on the teachers of sen a to rs’ 
children, ennoblem ents m otivated by professional qualifications, the education  
of b ishops who were sena to rs  and  of secu lar sen a to rs  an d  a list of all senato rs 
exam ined by the  au thor. (MP)

Łukasz K ą d z i e l a ,  Fryderyk Moszyński w insurekcji kościuszkowskiej (Fry
deryk M oszyński in the Kościuszko Insurrection), ed. A. H a r a t y m, W arsza
wa 2004, W ydawnictwo UW, 301 pp., list of m an u sc rip t sources, list of 
pub lished  sources, index of persons

The book h a s  been pub lished  on the basis  of papers  found after Łukasz Kądziela’ 
p rem atu re  death . This is the  second p a rt of Kądziela’s political biography of 
Fryderyk Moszyński, one of the leaders of the G rodno cam p (the first p a rt w as 
entitled  Between Treason and Service to the Commonwealth. Fryderk Moszyński 
in 1792-1793, W arszaw a 1993). Despite som e shortcom ings (e.g. lack of in tro 
duction  an d  conclusion, gaps in footnotes, preservation  of the au th o r’s rem arks 
indicating  places w hich required  vetting), the b o o r is a profound analysis of the 
fate of Poland’s g rand  hetm an , show n th rough  the  prism  of the  insu rrec tionary  
adm in istra tion  of justice , and  a valuable contribu tion  to its history. Kądziela 
p resen ts  M oszyński’s fate alm ost day by day, from the  ou tb reak  of the in su rrec 
tion, th rough  h is a rrest, on K ościuszko’s order, on May 1,1794, h is release and  
re -a rre s t, the  time he spen t in p rison  waiting for a  trial before the  Military  Crim inal 
Court, to h is acquitta l w hen the  insu rrec tion  broke down. Owing to its unfin ished  
“working” form, the book show s the  reader how  a researcher w rites political 
history. (DD)

U rszula K o s i ń s k a ,  Stanowisko Rosji wobec rokowań Augusta II ze Szwecją  
w 1720 r. (Russia’s Attitude to Augustus II’s Negotiations with Sweden in
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1720), “K w artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), vol. CXII, 2005, No 4, pp. 31 -46 ,
sum . in English.

This is a  con tinuation  of the a u th o r’s reflections on the negotiations on a  peace 
treaty, w hich Poland and  Sw eden held a t the end of the N orthern War, in 
1719-1720. C ontrary to w hat is m ain ta ined  in historiography, the trea ty  w as 
never signed ( e a d e m ,  Augustus II’s Negotiations with Sweden in 1719-1720, 
“K wartalnik H istoryczny”, vol. CXI, 2004, No 3, pp. 23-44). This time the a u th o r 
focuses on R ussia ’s s tance  an d  her a ttitu d e  to h e r ally s ta rting  independent 
negotiations w ith Sweden. Peter I w as firmly opposed to the Polish king’s a ttem p ts  
to p u rsu e  an  independent policy. He w as afraid th a t A ugustus II m ight jo in  the 
an ti-R u ssian  league w hich w as being formed by Britain, for th is w ould have 
thw arted  h is p lans to conclude the conflict w ith Sw eden an d  take over the 
territories on the Baltic. His m ain  concern  w as th a t if the Polish-L ithuanian  
C om m onw ealth freed itself of R ussian  influence, foreign troops m ight invade 
R ussia  from its territory  an d  the C om m onw ealth m ight dem and the re tu rn  of 
Livonia (in accordance w ith the  trea ty  of alliance). R ussia  u sed  every possible 
m eans to torpedo Polish-Sw edish negotiations. Peter I’s m anipulations exposed 
the w eakness of A ugustus II, an d  the Polish endeavours to induce R ussia  to fulfil 
h er obligations of the C om m onw ealth’s ally were stopped by docum ents w hich 
allegedly leaked from the Sw edish chancellery. (DD)

Adam K u b a c z ,  Szkolnictwo na Śląsku Cieszyńskim do końca XVII w.
(Education in Teschen Silesia up to the End o f the 17th Century), “S obó tka”
(Wrocław) vol. LX, No 2, 2005, pp. 125-156.

I d e m ,  Szkolnictwo na Śląsku Cieszyńskim w pierwszej połowie XVIII w.
(Education in Teschen Silesia in the First Half o f the 18th Century), “S obótka”
(Wrocław), vol. LX, Ne 3, 2005, pp. 295-315 .

In these two articles, w hich in fact form a whole, Adam Kubacz p resen ts  the 
developm ent of education  in Teschen Silesia from the end of the 14th to the middle 
of the 18th century.

Little is know n abou t the  functioning of schools in T eschen Silesia u p  to the 
16th cen tu ry  an d  the beginning of the R eform ation in Silesia. Some inform ation 
can  be gained from the lists of its in h ab itan ts’ enrolm ent a t neighbouring 
universities, especially in Prague. According to the au thor, the Reform ation 
exerted a favourable influence not only on the  s ta te  of sources referring to 
education  (the C hurch  and  school o rd inances regulating education  are  a m ine of 
information); it also led to the  developm ent of education  which, as w as s ta ted  in 
K atarzyna Sym onia’s school o rdinance (1582), w as to be free. The school w as ex 
def i nitione linked to the  C hurch: the system  of education  w as subo rd inated  to the 
pastor, and  the m ain  sub jects were the  Bible, singing an d  classical languages.

The au th o r pays m uch  a tten tion  to the  functioning of schools in Teschen 
an d  m entions the  m ost im portan t pedagogues of th a t period (Father Tym oteusz 
Łowczany, Jerzy  Fabricius Falkenberg), and  also d iscusses o ther form s of ed u ca 
tion, e.g. travels.

The changes w hich took place in the 17th cen tury  — the C ounter-R eform a
tion, re-C atholicisation, the Th irty Y ears’ W ar — led to a destruction  of schools 
an d  a decline in the level of teaching. The a u th o r reconstructs the s ta te  of schools 
on the basis of post-inspection  reports d raw n up  in 1652, 1679 an d  1688. But 
for a few exceptions the schools were in a deplorable s ta te  and  the level of teachers 
w as very low.

E ducation  revived in T eschen Silesia in the first ha lf of the 18th cen tu ry  
th an k s  to the school an d  sem inar se t u p  a t the  C hurch  of God’s Mercy in Teschen 
after the Peace of A ltranstad t and  th an k s  also to the developm ent of Catholic 
p a rish  schools and  the J e s u it college in Teschen.
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The a u th o r p resen ts  in detail the  activity and  teaching m ethods of the 
P ro testan t school in Teschen w hich w as modelled on and  influenced by the Pietist 
centre a t Halle. The school a ttrac ted  foreign s tu d en ts , also from the Polish-Lit- 
h u a n ia n  Com m onw ealth. The situa tion  of education  deteriorated  after the  do
wnfall of th e  school and  the expulsion of the  Pietists in 1730. It improved again 
in the  m iddle of the  18th cen tu ry  u n d e r the  influence of E nlightenm ent ideas. 
(MP)

Adam L i t y ń s k i ,  Od Rzeczypospolitej szlacheckiej do Rzeczypospolitej 
ludowej Studia z  dziejów prawa karnego (From the Noblemen’s Commonwe
alth to the People’s Republic. Studies in the History o f Penal Law), Tychy 2005, 
Ś ląskie W ydawnictwo Naukowe — Wyższa Szkoła Zarządzania i N auk Spo
łecznych w Tychach, 155 pp., b ibliographical note.

This is a  con tinuation  of an  earlier volum e of stud ies  by the sam e a u th o r (A. 
L i t y ń s k i ,  Między humanitaryzmem a totalitaryzmem. Studia z  dziejów prawa 
karnego — Between Humanitarianism and Totalitarianism. Studies in the History 
of Penal Law, Tychy 2002). Five of the n ine stud ies in the  volum e deal w ith early 
m odem  tim es. The first study  concerns reform s of the  penal law during  the reign 
of S tan is lau s  A ugustus Poniatowski. In the  next one, w ritten  in English, the 
a u th o r d iscu sses the  endeavours to reform the penal law in the period betw een 
the first partition  of Poland an d  the Kościuszko Insurrection . Separa te  stud ies 
concern  the  influence of the E nlightenm ent h u m an ita r ian  ideas on Polish legal 
though t, the  reform of penal law enacted  by the Four Y ears’ Sejm and  the 
functioning of the adm in istra tion  of ju s tice  during  the Kościuszko Insurrection . 
The rem ain ing  stud ies, referring to la ter tim es, d iscuss the  codification of laws 
m ade in 1919 an d  1932 an d  the functioning of penal law in the first years of 
People’s  Poland. (DD)

Lustracja województw Prus Królewskich 1765 (Inspection o f Voivodships in 
Royal Prussia 1765), vol. 1: Województwo pomorskie, p a r t 3: Powiaty świe- 
cki, tucholski i człuchowski (Vol. 1: Pomeranian Voivodship, p a rt 3: Districts of 
Świecko, Tuchola and Człuchów)), series: L ustracje dóbr królew skich XVI- 
XVIII w ieku. P rusy Królewskie, ed. J .  D y g a ł a ,  T oruń 2005, Towarzystwo 
Naukowe w Toruniu , Fontes, vol. 94, 169 pp., index of leaseholders of royal 
e s ta tes , of clerks employed in s ta ro s ts ’ offices an d  inspectors, list of ab b re
viations u sed  in the  source, list of archival: and  library abbreviations, map.

This is a successive volum e in the  series “L ustracje Dóbr Królewskich XVI-XVIII 
w ieku” (Inspections of Royal E sta te s  in the 16 th -18 th  C enturies). The book is 
based  on reports m ade by inspectors appoin ted  by the convocational Sejm held 
in 1764: th e  Pom eran ian  castle  scribe Adam G otartow ski and  the R aciąż m aster 
of the  royal h u n t Gabriel Karwosiecki. The reports are  kep t in the C entral Archives 
of H istorical Records in W arsaw. The inspectors visited the  d istric ts of Świecko, 
T uchola an d  Człuchów successively, and  th is is the o rder kept in the volume. The 
reports contain  detailed descrip tions of each  d istric t an d  individual holding, nam e 
th e  leaseholders an d  quote the ren t paid  by them . At the  end of the book is 
a bibliographical list of the reports published  so far. (DD)

J a n  Ł a s k i ,  Listy trzy wielce czytania godne o dobrym i prawidłowym  
sposobie urządzenia Kościołów skierowane do przepotężnego króla Polski, 
Senatu i pozostałych stanów (Three Most Noteworthy Letters on a Good and 
Proper Way o f Organising the Churches, Addressed to the Most Powerful King 
o f Poland, the Senate and the Other Estates), tran sla ted  by Tom asz P łó 
c i e n n ik , prefaced by J a n u s z  T. M a c i u s z k o ,  W arszawa 2004, Wydaw
nictwo Naukowe Sem per, 90 pp., index of persons.

This is a  tran s la tio n  of th ree le tte rs w hich J a n  Ł a s k i ,  the  m ost im portan t leader 
of the Reform ation in Poland, addressed  to the  King, the S enate  and  the C ham ber
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of D eputies shortly  before h is re tu rn  to Poland. The le tters concern the a rran g e
m ent of the C hurch, its organisation , rites and  teaching. In the m ost extensive 
and  tren ch an t letter, the  one addressed  to the Senate, Łaski explains his 
departu re  and  long absence from Poland, w rites abou t the C hurch  regulations 
w hich were being prepared  for printing, defends the P ro testan t faith and  a ttack s 
the Rom an Catholic C hurch.

This edition, an  im portan t publication  for researchers in terested  in the 
h istory  of the Reform ation in the  Po lish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth, is one of 
a  series of publications devoted to J a n  Łaski. The letters are preceded by a short 
historical preface w ritten  by J a n u s z  T. M a c i u s z k o .  (MP)

Metryki kolegiaty s'w. Wawrzyńca w Wojniczu 1675-1784 (Registers o f the 
St. Lawrence Collegiate Church at Wojnicz 1675-1784), Vol. I, Liber baptisa
torum 1675-1712, eds. A leksandra J a w o r s k a  and  Józef S z y m a ń s k i ,  
Wojnicz 2006, Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Ziemi Wojnickiej, Part I, 1675-1 701, 
372 pp., P art II, 1702-1712, 382 pp., index of persons.

These are the 3 0 th  and  31st item s in the series of source publications p resen ting  
the  archives of Wojnicz, a  sm all town in the  pala tina te  of Cracow. The volum es of 
th is valuable series have again  and  again been u sed  as a basis for trea tises and  
articles on u rb a n  questions in the p re -partition  Polish-L ithuanian  Com m on
w ealth  in w hich an  overwhelm ing m ajority of u rb an  cen tres were sm all towns, 
su ch  as Wojnicz. The item s in question  are  bap tism  registers from the St. 
Lawrence collegiate church . A total of 4 ,587 en tries are  p resen ted  in the  two parts. 
They are all in Latin. In addition  to the  b irth  date and  nam e of the  child, each 
entry  s ta te s  the C hristian  nam es an d  su rn am es of the pa ren ts  and  godparents. 
The index of persons a t the end of P art II (pp. 157-382) supplies inform ation on 
the residence of persons m entioned in the en tries (in addition to Wojnicz, 
neighbouring villages and  quite frequently  also the  town of Zamość are m entioned) 
and  som etim es on the social s ta tu s  and  occupation  of a person (e.g. noblem an, 
noble w om an, benefice holder, vicar, canon, bell-ringer, soldier, s tuden t, school
teacher). (MB)

Między Zachodem a Wschodem. Etniczne i religijne pogranicza Rzeczypospo
litej w XVI-XVII1 wieku (Between West and East. The Commonwealth’s Ethnic 
and Religious Borderlands in the 16 th -18th Centuries), eds. K. M i k u l s k i  
an d  A. Z i e l i ń s k a - N o w i c k a ,  T oruń 2005, Wydawnictwo MADO, 316 pp.

This is a successive volum e in the series “Between W est an d  E ast”. It con ta ins 30 
papers w hich were read  a t a  conference held u n d er th is  title in T oruń in 2003. 
The volum e opens w ith a text by M ariusz M a r k i e w i c z  who em phasises th a t 
m ore a tten tion  shou ld  be paid  in Polish h is toriography to the h istory  of Saxony 
in the early m odem  era. H enryk S a m s o n o w i c z  d iscusses the question  of 
borderlands in the h istory  of the  P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth. Andrzej 
W y c z a ń s k i ’s study  concerns the geographical and  cu ltu ra l border on the Elbe, 
w hich divided Europe. W aldem ar Ł a z u g a  describes how the F irst Com m on
w ealth  w as portrayed in Polish 19th an d  2 0 th  cen tu ry  historiography. Andrzej 
K a m i e ń s k i  p resen ts  the B randenburg ian  H ohenzollerns’ cand ida tes to the 
Polish th rone from the  15th to the  end of the 18th century . M arek W a g n e r  
deals w ith the Polish-M oldavian borderland  a t the end of the 17th century. 
Mirosław N a g iel s k i d iscusses  the change in the s tru c tu re  of land  ow nership 
in the Sm olensk region in 1633-1643. A leksander K r a w c e w i c z  w rites abou t 
the  B yelo russian-L ithuanian  ethnic bo rderland  in the  16 th -18 th  cen turies. The 
question  of Po lish-L ithuanian  m arriages before the Union of Lublin is d iscussed  
by Ewa D u b a s - U r w a n o w i c z .  Zbigniew A nusik ’s text is a contribu tion  to 
the history  of big landed esta te s  in the C om m onw ealth’s easte rn  bo rderlands in 
the first ha lf of the 17th century . G in tau tas  S l e s o r i u n a s  depicts w hat the 
Moscow intelligence service knew  ab o u t the events in L ithuan ia  a t the  tu rn  of the
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17th century. Zdzisław N o g a  w rites abou t the different ethnic and  religious 
g roups into w hich the Cracow u rb a n  com m unity w as divided in the 16th century. 
Andrzej G r o t h  d iscusses the C alvinist com m une a t Krokowa in the 17th and  
18th cen turies. Tom asz K e m p a ’s text deals w ith the U niates and  O rthodox 
believers in V itebsk up  to the middle of the 17 th  century . Antoni M i r o n o w i c z  
w rites abou t Józef Bobrykiewicz, the first lord of M stislav. U niate m onasticism  in 
the  18th cen tury  is d iscussed  by Olgierd D u c h .  Bogdan R o k  p resen ts  the 
p ictu re  of the T arta rs  in Polish 18th cen tu ry  geographical writings. Andrzej 
Z a k r z e w s k i  deals w ith the  question  of T arta rs  in the G rand Duchy of 
L ithuan ia  in the  16 th -1 8 th  cen turies. Witold B o b r y k p resen ts  the U niate 
clergy’s cu ltu ra l osm osis in the 18th century . Jacek  K r u p a  says in h is paper 
th a t du ring  the Saxon period the  Jew s were the bo rderland  people in the 
P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onw ealth and  Ja k u b  G o l d b e r g  poin ts o u t th a t the 
Polish Jew s were a separa te  group in the 18th century. D ariusz D o l a ń s k i  
d iscusses Polish h istorical th o u g h t’s con tac ts w ith E ast and  W est during  the 
S ax o n  period . R yszard  W acław W o ł o s z y ń s k i ’s te x t d e a ls  w ith  F. A. 
S c h m i d t ’s syn thesis  of Poland’s history, pub lished  in 1763. Kazimierz P u c 
h o w s k i  p resen ts  the image of Poles in K. W yrw ic z ’s Geografia powszechna  
(Universal Geography). The question  of M. H ussow ski’s national and  cu ltu ra l 
identity  is d iscussed  by M arian C h a c h a j .  Kazimierz M a l i s z e w s k i  ch arac
terises the  m entality  of the u rb a n  elites in T oruń  in the  17th and  18th centuries. 
Bogusław  D y b  a ś ,  Jacek  W ija c z k a  and  M ałgorzata Ewa Ko w a l czyk  d is
cu ss  travels in the 17th and  18th cen turies. The volume closes w ith Filip 
W ol a ń sk i ’s text on the you th  and  education  of Polish national heroes in the 
light of 18th cen tu ry  biographies. (DD)

Rafał N i e d z i e l a ,  Pisma polityczne w okresie bezkrólewia i wojny o tron 
polski po śmierci Augusta II Mocnego, 1733-1736 (Political Writings during the 
Interregnum and the War fo r  the Polish Throne after the Death o f Augustus II, 
1733-1736), Kraków 2005, Towarzystwo Wydawnicze “H istoria Iagellonica”, 
364 pp., annex, bibl., index of persons.

On the basis  of an  im pressive am oun t of sources (some 500 texts), the au th o r 
p resen ts  the political and  propaganda d ispu tes held during  the las t b u t one 
in terregnum  in the Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth, th a t is, du ring  the years 
w hich were of g reat im portance for the 18th cen tu ry  Com m onwealth. The a u th o r 
depicts the a rgum ents u sed  by the  au th o rs  of the w ritings analysed by him  and  
the  m ethods they applied to convince the ir readers. He also show s how political 
w riters viewed the events in Poland and  Europe a t th a t tim e and  tries to estab lish  
w hat in furiated  the Polish nobility more: the  violation of a royal election or the 
violation of the  coun try ’s sovereignty. Niedziela analyses the events of 1733-1736 
in a  chronological-them atic arrangem ent. In the first pa rt of the book he evaluates 
the  reign of A ugustus II, the cand ida tes to the th rone and  the d ispu tes  over the 
m ost im portan t events of the in terregnum ; in th e  second p a rt he focuses on 
d ispu tes  over S tan islau s Leszczyński an d  A ugustus III and  the  w ar for the Polish 
throne. He also tries to identify the  au th o rs  of anonym ous texts, the ir da tes and  
references to concrete events. The book ends w ith a  list of the  w ritings analysed 
by the a u th o r and  inform ation on w here they are kept (including the texts he 
found in V ienna and  Dresden). (DD)

A leksandra N o r k o w s k a ,  Wizerunki władcy. Stanisław August w poezji 
okolicznościowej, 1764-1795 (The Ruler’s Images. Stanislaus Augustus in 
Occasional Poetry, 1764-1795), Kraków, W arszawa 2006, Collegium Collum- 
binum , 374 pp., B iblioteka B adań n ad  Wiekiem O siem nastym . S tudia, No II, 
list of poem s no t referred to in the book, list of illustrations, list of incipits 
and  an  alphabetical list of source texts, index of persons, ills.
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Poetry, like painting, w as u sed  by Poland’s las t King for p ropaganda purposes. 
The official image of the ruler, approved by the  King, w as propagated  by prose 
w riters and  poets connected w ith the  royal party . N orkowska’s book opens w ith 
reflections on the poetic image of Poland’s las t m onarch  a t the beginning of h is  
reign. The a u th o r p resen ts  the them es and  motives of the panegyrical im age of 
the m onarch  w hich were u sed  to legitimise h is rule. She also recalls the a ttem pts, 
still infrequent a t th a t time, to d iscred it S tan is lau s  A ugustus. In the second 
chap te r she s ta r ts  w ith the image of le roi soleil, pointing ou t the  source of th is  
m etaphor and  the  reason  why the  panegyrists u sed  it. At the  end of th is ch ap te r 
the a u th o r points ou t th a t the  com parison to Louis XIV and  to old Polish ru le rs  
w as in tended  to hum an ise  S tan is lau s  A ugustus. The th ird  chap te r show s th e  
m onarch  as rex sapiens. The book ends w ith reflections on the dark  image of the  
King in the poetry of the  confederation of Bar. (DD)

Od armii komputowej do narodowej. Dzieje militarne Polski i je j wschodnich 
sąsiadów od XVI do XX wieku (From the Sejm-f i xed Army to National Armed 
Forces. The Military History o f Poland and Her Eastern Neighbours from  the 
16th to the 20th Century), vol. 2, eds. M. K rotofil  and  A. S m o l i ń s k i ,  
T oruń 2005, W ydawnictwo UMK, 671 pp., index of persons, index of geo
graphical nam es, sum . in English.

This is a  second volum e of papers  read  a t an  in ternational conference held  a t 
T oruń University in 2003 (the first volume, edited by Z. K o r p u s  and  W. 
R e z m e r w as pub lished  in Toruń in 1998). The volum e is divided into four p a rts , 
of w hich only the  first one, The Military History o f the Commonwealth’s Nations 
16tl·nl9th Centuries, deals w ith the early m odem  era. The first p a rt opens w ith 
M arek P l e w c z y ń s k i ’s reflections on recru itm en t in Podolia du ring  the reign 
of S ig ism und A ugustus. Mirosław N a g iel s k i describes L adislaus IV’s Sm ol
ensk  cam paign. A leksandra S k r z y p i e t z  depicts the nobility’s a ttitude  to the  
m ilitary th rea t th a t faced the C om m onw ealth du ring  the in terregnum  after the 
dea th  of Jo h n  Sobieski. M arek W a g n e r  d iscu sses the defence of Lwów in  1704. 
D ariusz R o l n i k  w rites abou t the  Polish nobility’s opinions on the political an d  
m oral stance  of the officers’ corps in 1792-1793. Karol O l e j n i k  depicts the 
nobility’s m ilitary duties. The first p a rt of the  book ends w ith D ariusz N a w r o ť s  
paper on the national guards in L ithuan ia  in 1812. The second p a rt concerns the 
territories of the old P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onw ealth during  the 1914-1921 
conflicts. It includes a text by Ja c e k  Gzel l  on W ładysław S tudn ick i’s opinions 
on the arm y an d  Igor S r ib n i a k ’s paper on the partic ipation  of Poles and  
U krain ians in W est E uropean  arm ed forces in 1914-1919. Two articles, by Oleg 
P a w l i s z y n  an d  Maciej K r o t o f i l ,  concern  the  Po lish-U krain ian  conflict in
1918-1919. Witold J a r n o  describes the  organisation  an d  activities of Gen. 
Żeligowski’s division. Michał K l im e cki p resen ts  the  s tance  of the  inh ab itan ts  
of Lwów during  the  Polish-Soviet w ar in 1920. P ran as J a n a u s k a s  depicts the 
a ttitude  of the Polish Military O rganisation  in L ithuan ia  to the L ithuanian  sta te . 
The th ird  p a rt of the book deals w ith the  in te r-w ar period an d  World W ar II. It 
opens w ith Włodzimierz J a n ow s k i ’s reflections on sources in the  Archives of 
M odem  Records, concerning the  Second R epublic’s m ilitary history. W aldem ar 
R e z m e r  w rites abou t L ithuan ians in the Polish Army in 1920-1939. Andrzej 
R u k k a s  deals w ith the pacification in Lwów voivodship in 1930. U rm as Sal o 
p resen ts  the  Polish arm ed forces in the  1930s in the  light of E ston ian  sources. 
Lech W y s z c z e l s k i  depicts the theoretical reflections in the  Polish arm y during  
the in te r-w ar period. Piotr S a j a  describes the Lublin Army’s p repara tions for 
defence in 1939. S tanisław  J a c z y ń s k i  and  Czesław G r z e l a k  d iscuss 
Polish-Soviet relations and  the  Polish Army’s partic ipation  in the battles on the 
easte rn  front du ring  World W ar II. The la s t part, en titled  Varia, con ta ins an  outline 
of the h isto ry  of the Polish Navy from the 16h to the  20 th  century . J a n  Paweł 
W i ś n i e w s k i  d iscusses  the partic ipation  of Polish troops in the w ar against the 
Bolsheviks in S iberia in 1919. Ja ro sław  C e n t e k  depicts Gen. von Seeckťs

http://rcin.org.pl



ABSTRACTS 263

a ttitu d e  to Polish independence, an d  A ušra J u r e v i č i u t e  outlines Gen. Rasz- 
tik is’s biography. Jo n a s  Vaiče n on i s ’s text deals w ith the  partic ipation  of 
L ithuan ian  officers in the G erm an seizure of K laipeda (Memel) in 1939. Iwan 
P a t r i l j a k  d iscusses m ilitary construction  in 1929-1941. A leksander S m o l 
i ń s k i  w rites abou t trad itions an d  m odem  ideas in the  Polish Army. Henryk 
S k ł a d a n o w s k i  describes the exam ple se t by Józef P iłsudski and  points ou t 
th a t he w as held up  as  a model. The volume ends w ith a text by Henryk H e r m a n  
ab o u t the Polish Army’s special forces after World W ar II and  Siergiej Gorie
wa ło w ’s article abou t the  h istorical and  political aspects of the work conducted  
by the  m ilitary p ress  in independen t U kraine. (DD)

Mikołaj Re j ,  Apocalypsis (Apocalypsis), ed. Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n ,  ela
borated  by M arta M. K a c p r z a k ,  S ebastian  K a w c z y ń s k i ,  J a n u s z  T. 
M a c i u s z k o  an d  Izabela W i n i a r s k a ,  W arszawa 2005, W ydawnictwo 
Naukowe Sem per, 481 pp.

Mikołaj Rej’s com m entary  on the  Revelation o f St. John the Divine, even though  it 
is a  tran sla tion  of H einrich Bu l l i n g e r ’s com m entary, should  be regarded as an  
original, independen t work. It h ad  only one edition, in 1565. The p resen t 
publication  no t only p resen ts  readers w ith a  book w hich is difficult to get hold of 
today, b u t is also th e  first scientific edition equipped w ith a linguistic and  
a them atic com m entary. It h as  prefaces w ritten  by h is to rians, a  theologian and  
linguists who in troduce the  reader to the  subject.

Wojciech K r i e g s e i s e n  draw s atten tion  to the  gaps in research  on Mikołaj 
Rej and  points ou t th a t h is com m itm ent to the sp read  of the Reform ation h a s  no t 
yet been  adequately  researched . J a n u s z  T. M a c i u s z k o  com pares Rej’s tra n s 
lation w ith B ullinger’s original an d  em phasises th a t it is specific, adap ted  to Polish 
conditions. S ebastian  K a w c z y ń s k i  suggests th a t the  Apocalypsis should  no t 
be regarded as a theological trea ty  b u t as a work of “positive controversial 
theology”. He also analyses the theological aspect of Rej’s work. M arta M. 
K a c p r z a k  draw s a tten tion  to the  literary  side of Rej’s Apocalypsis, and  Izabela 
W i n i a r s k a  analyses Rej’s tran sla tio n  from the  linguistic poin t of view and  
p resen ts  a t length the  principles of the  p resen t edition. (MP)

M artina T h o m s e n ,  Zwischen Hauptwache und Stockhaus. Kriminalität 
und Strafjustiz in Thom im 18. Jahrhundert, M arburg 2005, Verlag H erder- 
Institu t, M aterialien u n d  S tud ien  zu r O stm itte leuropa-F orschung , vol. 13, 
332 pp., tables, ills., bibl., index of geographical nam es, sum . in Polish.

A gainst a wide com parative background  the  G erm an researcher p resen ts  the 
h isto ry  of penal law an d  the  adm in is tra tion  of ju s tice  in T oruń  in the 18th cen tury  
on the basis of archival m ateria ls  th a t have survived in th a t city. After an  
in troduction , in w hich she  describes h e r sources, she  po rtrays 18th cen tu ry  Toruń 
an d  th en  d iscusses the princip les of the  penal law applied in the city (Toruń 
version of the  Chełm no law) an d  the  functioning of the courts  of the M unicipal 
Council. She deals separately  w ith the various types of crim es and  offences. She 
p resen ts  her m aterial in  a sta tistica l form show ing th e  types of offences, the 
proportion of m ale and  female crim inals, and  the  social background  of the 
accused. T hanks to th is the  book is more th a n  a h istorical an d  legal study  for it 
also depicts the social history  of a  m edium -sized city in the 18th century. (DD)

Leszek Andrzej W i e r z b i c k i ,  O zgodę w Rzeczypospolitej. Zjazd warsza
wski i sejm pacyfikacyjny 1673 roku (For Concord in the Commonwealth. The 
Warsaw Meeting and the Pacification Sejm o f 1673), Lublin 2005, W ydawnic
two UMCS, 328 pp., annex, list of abbrev., bibl., index of persons.

In h is doctoral thesis, b ased  on an  extensive research  in archives an d  libraries, 
L. A. W ierzbicki p resen ts  the  in ternal situa tion  in the P o lish-L ithuanian  Com
m onw ealth  in the final m on ths of 1672 and  a t the  beginning of 1673, th a t is, a t
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the  end of M ichael Korybut W iśniowiecki's reign. The book expands ou r knowledge 
of the least know n period of the Com m onw ealth’s 17th  cen tu ry  history. The au th o r 
briefly describes the  in ternal s itua tion  in 1669-1672 and  s ta rts  h is narra tio n  
proper w ith the form ation of a  general confederation a t Gołąb. He then  describes 
the debates of the  confederation, the  decisions taken  by the su spended  Lublin 
Sejm and  the  confederations se t up  by Polish an d  L ithuan ian  troops. In a separate  
section  he charac te rises the a ttitu d es  w hich predom inated  in the political life of 
th a t period. C hap ter II is devoted to the  general m eeting of the confederates in 
W arsaw. C hap ter III, the  las t one, p resen ts  the pacification Sejm and  its legislative 
achievem ents. In conclusion the  a u th o r d iscu sses the  debates of the repo rt-back  
dietines. The book h as  a solidly p repared  annex  in w hich the au th o r lists the 
partic ipan ts in the W arsaw  m eeting and  the  pacification Sejm and  even says w hen 
each of them  jo ined  the debates. (DD)

M arcin W i s ł o c k i ,  Sztuka protestancka na Pomorzu 1535-1684 (Protestant 
Art in Pomerania 1535-1684), Szczecin 2006, B iblioteka Naukowa M uzeum  
Narodowego w Szczecinie, 544 pp., bibl., ills., indexes, sum . in English, 
series: H istoria Sztuki.

M arcin W isłocki’s doctoral thesis is a  syn thesis of the  h istory  of Pom eranian a rt 
in the 16th and  17th cen turies and  a con tinuation  of the stud ies conducted by 
J a n  H a r a s i m o w i c z  and  K atarzyna C i e ś l a k  on P ro testan t a rt in territories 
w hich h ad  been  closely linked to the  old P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth and  
were incorporated  into Poland after World W ar II.

The book consists  of n ine chap te rs. In the  first the au th o r acqua in ts  the 
reader w ith the h isto ry  of the  Pom eranian  N ational C hurch , from the Reform ation, 
the confessions of faith in the  Landeskirche and  the em ergence of L u theran  
Orthodoxy, to the  partition  of the  Pom eranian  D uchies by Sw eden an d  B randen 
burg. In the next chap te rs Wisłocki ou tlines Pom eran ian  P ro testan t theologians’ 
s tance  on ch u rch  a rt and  d iscu sses a t length  ch u rch  arch itecture , chu rch  
in teriors (altars, pulpits , bap tism al fonts, decorations of pews and  galleries, 
confessionals, o rgans an d  pictu res) and  P ro testan t epitaphs. He show s th a t 
Pom erania did no t differ m uch  from o ther L u theran  regions, especially M ecklen
b urg  and  Saxony w hich in a direct an d  ind irect way exerted a strong  influence on 
the developm ent of Pom eranian  P ro testan t art. P om eranian  chu rches preserved 
the ir traditional, late medieval in terior decorations for a long time. Orthodox 
declarations and  polem ics w ith C alvinists predom inated  a t the tu rn  of the 16th 
cen tu ry. P ietism  and  a tendency to individualise piety m ade them selves felt in  the 
second half of the  17 th  century . In the  final, m uch  sh o rte r chap te rs the au th o r 
depicts the  place of P ro testan t a r t in the  epoch’s theological controversies against 
the background  of medieval art, th e  region’s h isto ry  and  its specific ch a rac 
teristics. Wisłocki agrees w ith J a n  B i a ł o s t o c k i  th a t the cu ltu re  of the Baltic 
region h ad  its specific characteristics. The book h a s  been equipped w ith ab u n d an t 
illustrations. (MP)

Zofia Z i e l i ń s k a ,  Pogłoski o rozbiorze Polski oraz ich reperkusje w R ze
czypospolitej w okresie bezkrólewia 1763-1764 (Rumours about a Partition 
of Poland and Their Repercussions during the 1763-1764 Interregnum), 
“Przegląd Historyczny” (Warszawa), vol. XCVI, 2005, No 4, pp. 543-571 , sum . 
in English.

The fact th a t after ascending the th rone C atherine II decided to continue a p ro - 
P ru ssian  policy and  take an  active p a rt in the forthcom ing royal election in the 
P o lish-L ithuanian  Com m onw ealth alarm ed Vienna. A ustria feared th a t w ith the 
help  of a  n o rth e rn  alliance R ussia  w ould im plem ent the  annexation ist p lans 
p resen t in its policy since a t leas t the  1740s, an d  th a t th is  would give P russia  an  
opportun ity  to realise its p lans an d  expand its territory  a t the cost of Poland. In 
April 1763 A ustria began to su sp ec t th a t R ussia  and  P russia  had  concluded an
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alliance d irected against the Com m onwealth. S im ilar rum ours  reached D resden. 
The fact is th a t St. Petersburg  w as considering a  p lan  for a  unila teral annexation  
of a p a rt of U kraine as well as a  division of Poland’s territory am ong h e r neigh
bours, to com pensate  Frederick II if he engaged m ilitarily in the Polish royal 
election. C atherine II w as against sharing  Polish territories w ith o ther sta tes, 
w hich w as the reason  why the  p lan  w as abandoned. A unila tera l annexation  was, 
in her view, an  in teresting  p lan  b u t difficult to realise. Since an  alliance w ith 
R ussia  w as a priority for P russia, Frederick II abandoned  h is annexation ist p lans 
for som e time. The a u th o r analyses the Sejm debate on the claim s of the R ussian  
and  P ru ssian  ru lers. It show ed th a t the Polish nobility w as d is tru stfu l of the two 
neighbours, rightly su specting  them  of annexation ist am bitions. To calm  the 
situa tion  in the Com m onwealth, the Poles tried b eh in d -th e  scenes to secure 
a confirm ation from the  R ussian  and  P russian  courts th a t they were not p lann ing  
a partition . This show s th a t a t the  beginning of S tan islau s A ugustu s’ reign the 
territorial integrity of the P o lish-L ithuanian  sta te  w as based  on very fragile 
foundations. (DD)

19th CENTURY 
(till 1918)

Jerzy  W. B o r e j s z a ,  Sekretarz Adama Mickiewicza. Armand Lévy i jego 
czasy, 1827-1891 (Adam Mickiewicz's Secretary. Armand Lévy and His 
Times, 1827-1891), 3rd  revised ed., G dańsk  2005, W ydawnictwo S łow o/O b
raz. Terytoria, 383 pp., ills., index of persons.

This is a  biography (1st ed. 1969) of a F rench jo u rn a lis t who as a friend and  
collaborator of Poland’s g rea test R om antic poet sh ared  h is life in em igration and  
who personified the ideological changes w hich took place in France betw een the 
Springtide of Peoples an d  the Paris Com m une.

For the  Poles, A rm and L é v y  is first an d  forem ost Mic k iewic z ’s secretary  
who exerted som e influence on the poet’s life and  on the w ork of the Polish national 
bard . Being of Jew ish  origin, he m ade the  Polish poet sensitive to the Jew ish  
question  and  supported  h is in ten tion  to se t u p  a  Jew ish  legion which, together 
w ith Poles, w as to fight for Poland’s independence. In 1855 he accom panied 
Mickiewicz on h is jou rney  to C onstantinople, w itnessed h is m ortal d isease and  
h is la s t m om ents an d  after h is  d ea th  b rough t h is body to France. T hanks to h is 
efforts Mickiewicz’s trea tise  The Books of  Polish Pilgrimage w as tran sla ted  into 
Hebrew. He w as on friendly term s w ith Polish em igres in  Paris (especially w ith 
W ładysław Mickiewicz, Adam ’s son) and  w ith their help (and the help of Italian 
an d  H ungarian  em igrants) pub lished  the  periodical “E spérance” in Geneva. His 
diary, in w hich he expressed h is friendship for Mickiewicz, is a  valuable source 
of inform ation, especially on the  la s t few years of the  poet’s life. Levy’s life is also 
a  reflection of the im portan t ideological changes w hich took place in France during  
h is lifetime. Being a t first a  suppo rte r of Napoleon an d  a liberal, he took an  active 
p a rt in the  revolutionary events of 1848. He m ade friends w ith F a ther d e  
L a m e n n a i s ,  a  prom oter of a m oral renewal of Catholicism  and  ideologist of 
C hris tian  socialism . U nder h is Influence Lévy becam e a u top ian  socialist and  
jo ined the  In ternational. His partic ipation  in the Paris C om m une of 1871 crow ned 
his public activity. Borejsza’s biography of A rm and Lévy, based  on m ateria ls from 
F rench archives an d  the  Polish Library in Paris, p a in ts  a  po rtra it of a Polonophile 
who h ad  all the characteristics of h is epoch b u t canno t be p resen ted  a s  an  
ordinary, typical m an  of h is  tim es. (MM)

Dwieście lat kodyfikacji napoleońskich — 200 années des codifications 
napoléoniennes, “Czasopism o Praw no-H istoryczne” (Poznań), 2005, No 2, pp. 
9-184.
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These are  m ateria ls from a Po lish-French scientific session  organised  in  Cracow  
on the 200 th  anniversary  of the  French civil code (Code Napoleon, Code civil), 
worked ou t in 1804. The codification becam e a  model for m any W est E uropean  
countries; in 1808 it w as adopted  as the  civil code of the D uchy of W arsaw  an d  
w as in force (with som e restric tions and  m odifications) in cen tra l Poland un til the  
20 th  century.

The publication  con tains Polish texts w ith F rench  sum m aries an d  F rench  
texts. The au th o rs  p resen t the  m ain  ideas of Napoleonic laws an d  the  role of 
R om an law in the process of the ir creation  b u t first an d  forem ost the  influence 
exerted by the code on civil law, penal law an d  com m ercial law in Poland in the 
19th and  20 th  centuries. This influence w as particu larly  strong  in th e  D uchy of 
W arsaw  b u t the  fall of Napoleon and  of the s ta te  estab lished  by him  did no t lead 
to any essen tial changes in civil law in the D uchy’s territories; desp ite  som e 
changes the basic ideas of the  Napoleonic code were in force in th e  R epublic of 
Cracow and  the  C ongress Kingdom from 1815 u n til the  middle of the  19 th  century . 
(MM)

H anna D y l ą g o w a ,  Likwidacja Unii na ziemiach przedrozbiorowej R ze
czypospolitej w XVIII-XX wieku (The Liquidation o f the Union in the Territories 
of the Pre-partition Commonwealth in the 18th-20th Centuries), “Przegląd 
H um anistyczny” (Warszawa), vol. L, 2006, No 1, pp. 69 -82 , sum . in English.

The a u th o r depicts the h istory  of the  Greek Catholic (Uniate) C hu rch  in th e  Polish 
territo ries u n d e r R ussian  rule. In 1596 the Catholic an d  the  O rthodox C hurches 
in Poland concluded a Union in B rest Litovsk by virtue of w hich the G reek C hurch  
recognised the  suprem acy  of the  papacy b u t kept easte rn  rites an d  a separa te  
hierarchy. M any O rthodox clergym en regarded th is a s  an  a ttem p t to im pose papal 
dom inance on them . In the eyes of the R ussian  au tho rities the  U niates were no t 
only heretics. In the  19th cen tu ry  the  R ussians regarded the  Union a s  an  a ttem p t 
to prom ote Polish national identity  in the bo rderland  w hich w as inhab ited  by 
people of different nationalities, religions and  cu ltu res.

It w as C atherine II who soon after the first partition  of Poland (1772) s ta rted  
to liquidate the  U niate C hurch  in the old easte rn  m arches of the Po lish -L ithuan ian  
Com m onwealth. Her successor, Paul I, u sed  to say  th a t the  U niates w ere “ne ith er 
fish no r fowl”. B ut a t first the  au thorities expected the  U niates to re -convert to 
the  O rthodox faith. W hen th is did no t happen , the  au tho rities liqu idated  the  Union 
in the territories incorporated  into R ussia  by adm inistrative m eans after th e  fall 
of the  November Rising; the  ac t of 1839 m arked  the  an n u lm en t of th e  U niate 
C hurch  in the  R ussian  Em pire. The Union w as liquidated  in the  Polish Kingdom 
in 1874-1875. The O rthodox clergym en who were tak ing  over U niate p a rish es  in 
the  Kingdom’s easte rn  provinces (Podlasie, Chełm  region)were helped by R ussian  
troops who h ad  to b reak  the  resistance  of the  p easan ts . In som e p laces the 
pacifications led to casualties, in m any the R ussians applied flogging, destroyed 
property  and  exiled m any people. Until World W ar I the  U niates in  the Polish 
Kingdom were regarded officially as O rthodox believers, after 1915 m any  of them  
jo ined  the  Catholic C hurch. It w as Pope Jo h n  Paul II who re-ac tiva ted  the  U niate 
C hurch  in these territories in 1995. (MM)

Mariola H o s z o w s k a ,  Siła tradycji, presja życia. Kobiety w  dawnych pod
ręcznikach dziejów Polski, 1795-1918 (The Force of  Tradition, the Pressure of 
Life. Women in Old Handbooks o f Poland’s History 1795-1918), Rzeszów 
2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Rzeszowskiego, 331 pp., bibl., index of 
persons.

The a u th o r h a s  exam ined various handbooks u sed  in th e  tim es w hen Poland w as 
u n d e r the ru le of foreign powers; their role an d  the  way they were u sed  kept 
changing and  they were different in each of th e  th ree p a rts  of partitioned  Poland. 
H oszowska analyses official pub lications approved for u se  in s ta te  schools, books
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used  in private schools, various unofficial handbooks dealing w ith Poland’s 
h istory  and  also poetic cycles if they p resen ted  the whole of the  country’s h istory  
(e.g. Historical Songs by Ju lia n  Ursyn N i e m c e w i c z ,  first pub lished  in 1816 and  
frequently reprinted, w hich for several generations of Poles were an  im portan t 
source of knowledge abou t old Poland); they were all w ritten  in Polish and  were 
addressed  to Polish readers.

Hoszowska tries to find ou t how w om an’s position w as p resen ted  in these 
books and  the role the au th o rs  of the handbooks ascribed to them . In m ost 
handbooks women were p resen ted  in their trad itional roles as wives and  m others; 
the  au th o rs  also depicted the ir religious, charitab le  and  political activity, and  
finally, their education  an d  creative work. The way of p resen ting  w om en kept 
changing in the course of these  120 years as a resu lt of the political situa tion  (the 
lack of an  independent s ta te  and  the  repeated  a ttem p ts to regain it) and  u n d er 
the p ressu re  of social transfo rm ations. Th e form er factor resu lted  in s tre ss  being 
laid on patriotic a ttitudes, its crow ning point being the  p ictu re  of the Polish m other 
as a w om an who guards national traditions, instils love of the m otherland  in her 
ch ildren  and  brings up  successive generations of fighters for independence. The 
em ancipation  of wom en w hich began in the  second half of the 19th cen tu ry  led 
to increased  s tre ss  on work an d  education; it w as also a t th a t time th a t women 
engaged in creative work (especially w riters an d  pian ists) appeared  for the first 
tim e in the pages of handbooks. (MM)

A rkadiusz J a n i c k i ,  Studenci polscy na Politechnice Ryskiej w latach 1862- 
1918 (Polish Students at the Riga Engineering College in 1862-1918), vol. I: 
Rys historyczny (Historical Outline), 318 pp., vol. II Album Academicus 
Polonum, 336 pp., G dańsk  2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Gdańskiego, 
bibl., index of persons.

In the 19th cen tu ry  m any young Poles from the territories incorporated  into 
R ussia  and  from the  Polish Kingdom stud ied  a t university  schools in the  Baltic 
provinces of the  R ussian  Em pire, especially a t D orpat (now Tartu) and  Riga. They 
chose those universities b ecause  of the ir h igh level of tu ition  an d  above all because 
of the  exceptional s ta tu s  of the  Baltic provinces in the  Em pire. Inhabited  by m any 
G erm ans, these provinces enjoyed far-reach ing  autonom y, w hich also extended 
to academ ic institu tions; Poles were no t sub jected  there  to the R ussification 
prac tised  a t universities in R ussia  p roper and  enjoyed g reater freedom in the 
course of their stud ies  and  in  the  s tu d e n ts ’ society life.

The work consists of two volum es, the  first of w hich p resen ts  various aspects 
of Polish s tu d e n ts ’ life a t Riga’s E ngineering College, an d  the second is a  short 
biographical dictionary. The book is based  on m aterials from the archives and  
libraries of Riga, V ilnius and  W arsaw, especially the  Latvian H istorical Archives. 
The a u th o r describes the  s ta tu s  of the Baltic provinces and  of the  Riga Engineering 
College, focusing on the tim e w hen the  College’s trad itional b road  autonom y began 
to be restric ted  by the  au thorities; he depicts the principles governing enrolm ent, 
the  studying  conditions an d  the socio-dem ographic s tru c tu re  of the Polish 
s tu d e n ts ’ com m unity. Particularly  in teresting  are the  chap te rs  describing Polish 
s tu d e n ts ’ organ isations and  the  s tu d e n ts ’ everyday life, including the ir partic ipa
tion in the life of the  city an d  of the Polish colony in Riga. It tu rn s  ou t th a t the 
m ajority of Polish s tu d en ts  constitu ted  a  hom ogeneous com m unity. Irrespective 
of the region from w hich they cam e and  the ir social background , Polish s tu d en ts , 
on the  whole, joined those Polish s tu d en t organ isations w hich preserved a  Polish 
character, separa te  from the  G erm an an d  R ussian  elem ents. (MM)

Wojciech J a w o r s k i ,  Przemiany legalnego życia społecznego w Królestwie 
Polskim w  latach 1864-1914 (Changes in Legal Social Life in the Polish 
Kingdom in 1864-1914), Sosnowiec 2006, pub lished  by the au thor, 446 pp., 
bibl.
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C ontrary  to the prom ise of the title, the  book will no t tell readers m uch  abou t 
changes in social life in the  Polish Kingdom; nor will it acqua in t them  w ith the 
au th o r’s reflections and  com m ents on the facts described by him . Nevertheless, 
in  a way, though  different from the  au th o r’s in ten tions, it may be useful to persons 
in terested  in the legal public activity carried  ou t by the K ingdom’s in h ab itan ts  in 
the  period betw een the J a n u a ry  U prising and  the ou tb reak  of World W ar I.

Jaw orsk i sim ply enum era tes  all k inds of o rganisations, associations, un ions 
and  public initiatives in the Kingdom in 1864-1904 and  in 1905-1914 (when they 
were m uch  m ore num erous). He is in terested  in fire g u a rd s  as well as in 
educational societies, professional and  b ran ch  organisations, a s  well as in choirs, 
th ea tre  clubs, ph ilan throp ic  organisations and  sports clubs. He h as  taken  their 
list from docum ents issued  by the R ussian  adm in istra tion  an d  kept in Polish 
archives; he does no t com pare them  w ith Polish sources, the p ress  of those days 
or any stud ies. B ut the book con ta ins m any no tes referring the  reader to concrete 
se ts and  volum es of docum ents kep t in the archives of the  Kingdom’s tow ns, from 
W arsaw  to Piotrków an d  Siedlce. This is why it can  be regarded as a su t generis 
guide-book to the resources of Polish archives, useful for a researcher into public 
life in the Polish Kingdom. (MM)

E dm und  Kiz ik, Brudna woda, polscyf l isacy? Epidemia cholery w Gdańsku 
w 1831 r. (Dirty Water, Polish Bargemen? Cholera Epidemic in Danzig in 
1831), in: Město a voda, eds. Olga F e j t o v a ,  Vaclav L e d v i n k a ,  J in  
P e š e k, P ra h a  2005, Scriptorium , pp. 161-176, D o cu m en ta  P ragensia  XXIV.

This article, included in a volum e dealing w ith w ater supp lies for tow ns (the 
sub ject of a conference held in Prague in Septem ber 2003), can  easily be over
looked by researchers studying  h isto ry  of infectious d iseases. It is a  well know n 
fact th a t cholera is a d isease sp read  by bacte ria  p resen t in dirty unboiled w ater, 
on unw ashed  h an d s  an d  foodstuffs. It w as b rough t to E urope from India in the 
19th century. The Danzig epidem ic d iscussed  by E dm und  K i z i k  is extrem ely 
in teresting  for it coincided w ith the  Polish November Rising w hich broke ou t in 
the  R ussian  zone of Poland aga in s t the ts a r  Nicolas I. The article is based  mainly 
on official announcem en ts  pub lished  by the  Danzig au tho rities and  on press 
inform ation (e.g. in s truc tions on how to fight against disease, speculations on 
persons responsible for the sp read  the  d isease, for in stance  bargem en and  Jews). 
(MB)

Jadw iga K o n i e c z n a ,  Kultura książki polskiej w Łodzi przemysłowej, 1820- 
1918 (Polish Book Culture in the Industrial City of  Łódź, 1820-1918), Łódź 
2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Łódzkiego, 501 pp., bibl. sum . in English, 
index of persons.

19th cen tu ry  Łódź w as a phenom enon on a E uropean  scale: th an k s  to the 
developm ent of industry  (chiefly textile), it grew in less th a n  a h u n d red  years from 
a sm all place w ith no more th a n  800 in h ab itan ts  to a half-a-m illion  strong 
industria l town in 1913. It w as inhabited  by a population  of different cu ltu res  and  
religions (large G erm an and  Jew ish  settlem ents) an d  h ad  practically  no cu ltu ra l 
in stitu tions. The s tudy  show s the developm ent of Polish book circulation  and  
reading hab its  in the town w hich in the  19 th  and  2 0 th  cen tu ries w as frequently 
called a cu ltu ra l desert. The au th o r h as  divided the  book into three periods, 
1820-1880, 1881-1904, and  1905-1918, w hich reflect dem ographic changes in 
the tow n an d  changes in the policy p u rsu ed  by the  R u ssian s in the  Polish 
Kingdom. W ithin th is fram ew ork she  depicts the  book circu lation  system  from 
the libraries of schools, trade  un ions, various associations, factories, parishes 
and  political parties th rough  bookshops an d  book sta lls  to typographic, litho
graphic and  book binding estab lishm en ts. She also reco n stru c ts  various forms of 
book trade w hich becam e extrem ely diversified a t the end of the  19th century, 
especially after 1905. The prom otion of Polish books an d  reading h ab its  in Polish
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periodicals an d  by specially organised  exhibitions com pletes the picture. The 
a u th o r also tries to reconstruc t the  social c irculation  of books from hom e 
collections, the scale of reading hab its  and  the social s tru c tu re  of the group of 
clients of libraries. In conclusion the  a u th o r says th a t w hat stim ulated  reading 
h ab its  w as not so m u ch  the developm ent of the  town as the grow th in the num ber 
of schools (especially secondary  ones) and  the developm ent of the Polish p ress, 
the m ost im portan t, pioneering role in book prom otion being played by “D ziennik 
Łódzki” w hich w as pub lished  in 1884-1892 The crow ning m om ent in th is process 
of book prom otion w as the opening of the first, very well equipped public library 
in 1916.

The book is b ased  on m aterials from m unicipal archives, d a ta  from cata lo
gues, directories, ca lendars, jubilee publications, gu ide-books and  reports, on the 
p ress  of those days an d  also on rem iniscences an d  belles lettres. (MM)

Albin K o p r u k o w n i a k ,  Ziemiaństwo Lubelszczyzny i Podlasia w XIX 
i  XX wieku (The Landowners of the Lublin Region and Podlasie in the 19th and  
20th Centuries), Radzyń Podlaski — Lublin 2005, 443 pp.

The book com prises s tu d ies  on individual e sta tes  and  their ow ners in the  19th 
and  early 2 0 th  cen tu ries  as well as texts on the system  of values and  a ttitu d es of 
the  whole c lass of landow ners in the  so u th e rn  and  so u th -ea s te rn  regions of the 
Polish Kingdom. Particu larly  in teresting  are the  a u th o r’s rem arks on the  law of 
1864 w hich m ade it possible for p ea san ts  to buy  land, an d  the influence w hich 
the law exerted on th e  landow ners’ lifestyle. The a u th o r also d iscusses relations 
betw een the  m ano r house  an d  the  village in the  late 19 th  an d  early 20 th  centuries, 
the cu ltu ra l activity of the landow ners an d  the ir wives, an d  various m anifestations 
of their na tional an d  political activity after 1905, w hen the R ussians softened the ir 
policy in the Kingdom. The book con ta ins selected stu d ies  by the a u th o r who 
specialises in th e  h is to ry  of landed  esta tes  in the region in question. The stud ies 
have been  pub lished  during  the  la s t th irty  years in various collective w orks and  
scholarly periodicals, som e of w hich have a regional circulation an d  are hardly  
accessible. Collected in  one book, they p resen t a  com pact picture of the class of 
Polish landow ners in a region w hich w as the scene of the  R ussian  au tho rities’ 
fight against the  G reek Catholic Union an d  of in tensely  active s ta te  p ropaganda 
aim ed a t R ussifying the  local peasan try . (MM)

A ntoni M i r o n o w i c z ,  Wpływ w yznań na kształtowanie się świadomości 
narodowej mieszkańców Białorusi w  XIX wieku (The Influence of  Denomina
tions on the National Consciousness o f the Inhabitants o f Byelorussia in the 
19th Century), “B iałoruskie Zeszyty H istoryczne” (Białystok), 2005, No 23 , pp. 
5-17 .

This sh o rt article does no t ex h au st the sub ject b u t it se ts  im portan t research  
questions and  hypotheses.

At the  th resho ld  of the  19th cen tu ry  the territories of p resen t-d ay  B elarus 
were a nationality  m osaic; the U niates were the p redom inant group b u t the  region 
w as also inhab ited  by large groups of C atholics, O rthodox believers, Jew s and  
even sm all com m unities of M uslim s who were settled  there  in the 17th century. 
After the liquidation  of the  U niate C hurch  in the  R ussian  em pire in 1839, the 
O rthodox C hurch  becam e the  dom inan t religion and  w as strongly supported  by 
the sta te . However, u p  to the 1 9 th /2 0 th  cen tu ries (and in som e regions even m uch  
longer) religious divisions did no t correspond w ith divisions into nationalities. The 
overwhelm ing m ajority  of the ru ra l population  in B yelorussia w as ju s t  of local 
nationality , its only B yelorussian  fea tu res being th a t it lived in com pact g roups 
in an  a rea  it h ad  inhab ited  for ages an d  u sed  the  local language a t hom e. The 
religious a rgum en t w as a t first only an  in s tru m en t of the  ideologues of G reater 
R ussia  w hich, in add ition  to the R ussians, w as also to include B yelorussians and  
Little R ussians. At the  beginning of the 20 th  cen tu ry  th is  argum ent w as taken
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over by the  B yelorussian national m ovem ent which, however, w as less active and  
less determ ined th a n  the  neighbouring m ovem ents. The resu lt w as th a t the  simple 
religious divisions did n o t au tom atically  lead to national options, no t only in ru ra l 
com m unities b u t also am ong th e  nobility living in B yelorussian  territories. (MM)

Jerzy  Mi z i o łe k , Uniwersytet W arszawski — dzieje i tradycja (Warsaw 
University — History and Tradition), 2nd  revised edition, W arszawa 2005, 
W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu W arszawskiego, 324 pp., bibl., ills., index of 
persons.

Like m any E uropean  schools of h igher learning, e.g. the University of London, 
W arsaw  University w as estab lished  a t the  beginning of the 19th cen tu ry  (in 1816) 
to m eet the  needs of a m odem  bureaucra tic  sta te  ap p ara tu s . After the  November 
R ising it w as closed down by the  R ussian  au tho rities in 1831; in 1862-1869 it 
functioned u n d e r the nam e W arsaw ’s Main School; closed again, it w as replaced 
by the Im perial University of W arsaw, in w hich in s truc tion  w as given in R ussian; 
it w as re-activated  as a Polish university  du ring  World W ar I, in  1915, b u t w as 
closed by the  G erm ans in 1939 an d  w as not reopened un til th e  end of World W ar 
II, in 1945; its h isto ry  in com m unist Poland w as no less storm y.

The a u th o r p resen ts  all the  stages of th e  University’s history , laying s tre ss  
on its pre-h isto ry : it w as the  la s t Polish King, S tan islau s A ugustus Poniatowski, 
who p lanned  to open a  university  in W arsaw  in the  second ha lf of the  18th century. 
The partitions of Poland thw arted  h is plans; a  C adets’ School w as set up  in the 
un iversity’s building, the Kazimierzowski Palace, in the cen tre  of the capital, to 
tra in  officers. In the  next ch ap te rs  the  a u th o r describes W arsaw  an d  Poland 
during  the  tim e of the C ongress Kingdom (after 1815) an d  also in the following 
periods w hich h ad  an  im pact on  the  university. He w rites ab o u t the role w hich 
W arsaw ’s M ain School played in  Poland’s in tellectual life in the  second half of the 
19th century, the  re-activation  of a  Polish university  in 1915 and  also abou t 
s tu d e n ts ’ revolt in 1968. The book h a s  m any illu stra tions w hich show  the m ost 
im portan t events an d  persons from the  University’s h istory  a s  well as rep roduc
tions of academ ic badges and  orders. (MM)

Ju lia n  U rsyn N i e m c e w i c z ,  Dzienniki 1835-1836 (Diaries 1835-1836), ed. 
Izabella R u s i n o w a ,  W arszaw a 2005, W ydawnictwo U niw ersytetu W arsza
wskiego, 405 pp; Dzienniki 1837-1838 (Diaries 1837-1838), ed. Izabella 
R u s i n o w a ,  P u łtusk  2006, W ydawnictwo Wyższej Szkoły H um anistycznej 
im. A. G ieysztora, 392 pp.

These are the  first two of the  p lanned  three volum es of the d iaries of an  em inent 
Polish politician and  w riter who lived in the late 18th and  early 19 cen tu ries 
(1758-1841). In h is long life Niemcewicz w as a deputy  to th e  G reat Sejm in 
1788-1792, T adeusz Kościuszko’s secretary  during  the  1794 rising  (together w ith 
Kościuszko he sp en t two years in R ussian  captivity), a  senior official in th e  Duchy 
of W arsaw, chairm an  of the Society of the  Friends of Sciences, a m em ber of the 
N ational G overnm ent during  the November Rising, a diplom at, the first Pole to 
receive Am erican citizenship, an  editor of periodicals, a u th o r of political plays and  
a  well know n poet. Soon after leaving the p rison in St. Petersburg  he  started  
w riting a diary an d  kept it un in terrup ted ly  up  to May 20,1841, a day before his 
death . R usinow a has  u n d ertak en  to edit the  d iaries for 1835-1841, the over 2 ,900 
handw ritten  pages of w hich are  kep t in the  Polish Library in Paris, the  rem aining 
incom plete fragm ents are  in the  N ational Library in W arsaw  an d  the  Jagiellonian  
Library in Cracow.

T hanks to her, the reader h a s  got an  insight into the  la s t few years of 
Niemcewicz who after the defeat of the November Rising se ttled  in Paris an d  died 
there. D uring those years he enjoyed g reat au tho rity  am ong h is contem poraries, 
bo th  a s  a w riter an d  sta tesm an , as a guard ian  of trad ition  and  a living link 
betw een the  epoch of the  independen t F irst C om m onw ealth an d  th e  second
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q u a rte r  of the 19th century . His diaries show  h is involvement in the life of the 
Polish em igration in F rance and  the work of the H istorical an d  Literary Society 
active there. He m ain ta ined  lively con tac ts w ith the  leading personalities of the 
Polish p o s t-1831 em igration, su ch  as Adam Jerzy  C z a r t o r y s k i  and  Adam 
M i c k i e w i c z .  The book is equipped w ith m any com petent notes w hich will m ake 
it easier for the reader to u n d e rs tan d  the  narra tion . (MM)

M onika P i o t r o w s k a - M a r c h e w a ,  Nędzarze i filantropi. Problem ubó
stw a w polskiej opinii publicznej w latach 1815-1863 (Paupers and Philant
hropists. The Problem o f Poverty in the Eyes o f Polish Public Opinion in 
1815-1863), T oruń  2004, W ydawnictwo Adam M arszałek, 287 pp., bibl., 
index of persons.

This extremely in teresting  book, abound ing  in facts, p resen ts  changes in the 
concept of poverty an d  care of the poor, w hich occurred  in the  opinions of Polish 
political w riters, theo re tic ians an d  ph ilan throp ic  activ ists in the  first ha lf of the 
19th century. T his w as a period w hen the problem  aroused  g reat in te rest in the 
whole of Europe an d  the  U nited S tates, w hen the  trad itional medieval m ethods 
of looking after the  paupers , beggars and  vagran ts were changing, w hen new, 
innovatory concepts of poverty and  unem ploym ent were being form ulated and  
m odem  sta te s  w ere tak ing  over responsibility  no t only for pun ish ing  persons in 
need b u t also for looking after them .

It is to the  a u th o r’s credit th a t she h a s  p u t Polish reflections on poverty in 
an  a ll-E uropean  context. The book supplies inform ation on the m ost im portan t 
ideas form ulated in W estern Europe from the end of the 18th cen tu ry  and  
descrip tions of m odem  welfare in s titu tions in E ngland, Scotland, F rance and  
G erm any; it also con ta ins accoun ts by Poles who h ad  visited these in s titu tions 
an d  th en  tried to ad a p t the ir m ethods to Polish conditions. The a u th o r also depicts 
the  m ost significant 19th cen tu ry  ideas w hich were to improve the daily care of 
paupers , e.g. the  R um ford soup. A gainst th is  background  she  p resen ts  the m ost 
im portan t ph ilan th rop ic  concepts form ulated  and  im plem ented by Poles in  all 
th ree  partition  zones. She deals w ith all significant Polish cen tres from Poznań to 
V ilnius b u t she  focuses on W arsaw  and  Cracow, w here in 1815-1863 the Poles 
h ad  more freedom  to develop ph ilan throp ic  ideas in 1815-1863 and  w here the 
oldest Polish charitab le  in s titu tions were se t up. The m ost im portan t role in  the 
theory  and  practice  of care of the needy w as a t th a t tim e played by Fryderyk 
S k a r b e k  (1792-1866), an  econom ist, social w orker, novelist and  for m any 
years m em ber of th e  Chief Welfare Council in W arsaw.

The book is b ased  on m any sources: theoretical w orks (in Polish an d  foreign 
languages), political w ritings, reports by various in stitu tions, rem iniscences, and  
archival m ateria ls from several Polish cen tres. (MM)

Ja n u sz  P o l a c z e k ,  Sztuka i polityka w Księstwie Warszawskim. Dzieje, 
formy, treść i dziedzictwo (Art and Politics in the Duchy o f Warsaw. History, 
Forms, Content and Legacy), Rzeszów 2005 , Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu 
Rzeszowskiego, 355 pp., bibl., ills., index of persons.

The au th o r d iscu sses  the links betw een a rt an d  politics in a  sta te  w hich existed 
b u t a few years (1807-1814) after Napoleon’s victorious offensive against P russia, 
b u t w hich w as th e  first relatively sovereign Polish s ta te  since the las t partition  of 
Poland in 1795.

The D uchy of W arsaw  h ad  close ties w ith Napoleonic France in political and  
m ilitary affairs as well as in art. The in troductory  ch ap te r deals w ith the  situa tion  
of a r t an d  a r tis ts  in  France a t th a t time. In the next ch ap te rs  the au th o r depicts 
the  s ta te  in s titu tio n s in the D uchy an d  the ways in w hich cu ltu re  an d  a r t were 
u sed  for p ropaganda purposes; he d iscusses the developm ent and  forms of artistic  
work in the  D uchy, its  involvem ent in politics, an d  the achievem ents in a rch itec
tu re , town p lanning, scu lp tu re  (especially m onum ents), painting, graphic art.
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m edal engraving and  applied art; he also analyses the  ideology of v isual p ro p a
ganda in the Duchy. A lthough during  its sh o rt existence the D uchy did no t 
p roduce a rtis ts  of great calibre, the ru lers were aw are of the role of a r t  as an  
in s tru m en t of propaganda. The m ain sub ject the a rtis ts  took up , irrespective of 
the  field of art, w as glorification of Napoleon as a n  invincible com m ander, as 
a symbol of the  Poles’ hopes for regaining independence, as em peror and  ru le r of 
an  empire. An im portan t role in the ir w orks w as also played by m ilitary sub jec ts, 
the  tr ium phs of the  great leader, the courage of h is soldiers; w hat w as specific to 
Polish a r t du ring  th a t period w as th a t the a rtis ts  laid s tre ss  on the  successes  of 
the  D uchy’s arm y, m ain tain ing  the m yth of a  great arm y of a  sm all sta te . Polish 
a rtis ts  developed or even copied the  ideas of F rench a rtis ts  (especially Ja c q u e s -  
Louis D a v i d  an d  A nto ine-Jean  Gr o s ) ,  adap ting  them  to Polish ta s te s  an d  local 
colour. In addition  to the  trad itional fields of visual art, an  im portan t role w as 
played by arch itec tu re  an d  decorations created  for special occasions, m onum ents , 
san c tu aries  an d  m edal engraving. The a u th o r em phasises th a t th e  them es raised  
during  the Napoleonic period an d  even the  com positional a rrangem en t were 
continued  th rough  the whole 19th cen tu ry  despite changes in cu ltu re  and  in 
m eans of expression.

The reader can  easily follow the  au th o r’s rem arks and  explanations for the 
book con ta ins several h u n d red  reproductions of w orks of a rt from m useum s, 
archives, libraries and  periodicals as well as sim ply from the s tree ts  an d  sq u ares  
of Polish and  F rench tow ns. (MM)

Tom asz R o g a c k i ,  Bitwa pod Austerlitz 2 grudnia 1805 (The Battle of 
Austerlitz, December 2,1805), Zabrze 2005, W ydawnictwo Inforte, 289 p -., 
ills., m aps.

This com petent study , fu rn ished  w ith m any m aps an d  illu strations, w as p u b lish 
ed on the  b icen tenary  of “the battle  of three em pero rs”. At A usterlitz (now Slavkov 
n ea r Brno in the Czech Republic) the  French em peror, Napoleon I, rou ted  the 
un ited  A ustrian  and  R ussian  forces led by the  em perors Francis II and  Alexan
der I. This w as one of the g rea test Napoleonic battles and  w as undoubted ly  
B onaparte’s m ost glorious victory, a  m asterpiece of th e  art of war. Its re su lt w as 
the  peace of P ressburg  (Bratislava) w hich offered the F rench  initiative in Italy an d  
Germ any.

Rogacki, m aking u se  of p lans, p resen ts  the  size an d  operations of the  three 
arm ies tak ing  p a rt in the  battle , laying s tre ss  on the decisive m anoeuvre applied 
by Napoleon who by seizing th e  P ratzen p la teau  p u sh ed  the allied A ustrian -R us- 
s ian  arm ies aga in s t lakes. The au th o r em phasises th a t although  the  Polish s ta te  
did no t exist a t th a t time and  the  D uchy of W arsaw  w as to be se t u p  one year after 
the battle , Poles fought in all the  th ree arm ies. In the  A ustrian  and  R ussian  arm ies 
these were soldiers recru ited  in  the  territories w hich had  been incorporated  into 
A ustria and  R ussia; the  F rench arm y included Poles who had  em igrated from 
Poland after the  Kościuszko Insu rrec tion  of 1794 an d  in the 18th an d  19th 
cen turies. (MM)

Solidarność 1830. Niemcy i Polacy po powstaniu styczniowym, Polenbegeiste- 
rung. Deutsche und Polen nach dem Novemberaufstand 1830, W arszaw a-B er
lin 2005, W ydawnictwo Zam ku Królewskiego w W arszawie, 358 pp., bibl., 
ills.

This bilingual book is an  official catalogue to the  exhibition w hich w as show n in 
W arsaw  and  Berlin a t the  tu rn  o f  2005 w ithin th e  fram ew ork of the Polish-G erm an 
Year. B ut it goes far beyond a  norm al catalogue. It opens w ith four extensive 
essays devoted to the November U prising of 1830-1831 and  P olish-G erm an ties 
du ring  th a t period: K laus Ze r n a c k ’s The Polish November 1830 Uprising from  
the European Perspective; Piotr Ma jewsk i ’s Sage nie, du  gehst den letzten Weg. 
Germans and Poles after the November Rising; Agnieszka M o r a w i ń s k a ’s Polish
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Art in about 1830: an d  Dietrich Monten's Finis Poloniae 1831. An Analysis of the 
Motif, an  essay  con tribu ted  by C laude K e is c h and  Konrad V an ja .  They show 
the course an d  conditions of the arm ed struggle fought in 1830-1831, the exodus 
of several th o u san d  Polish soldiers and  officers who after the defeat crossed the 
frontier of P ru ssia  and , th rough  G erm any, em igrated to W estern Europe (mainly 
to France), an d  also the pro-Polish  sen tim en ts which prevailed in G erm any at 
th a t time. They were reflected in the  appreciation  and  sym pathy which greeted 
the Polish refugees and , first and  foremost, in the popularity  of Polish sub jec ts in 
G erm an a r t an d  literature. These m oods have left a lasting  trace in w hat is know n 
as Polenlieder , the ca 100 poem s w ritten  soon after 1831 by pre-R om antic and  
R om antic poets (Heinrich H e i n e ,  Robert B l u m , A dalbert v o n  C h a m i s s o ,  
Karl v o n  H o l t e i) an d  by a u th o rs  who have been completely forgotten. The best 
know n iconographic p resen ta tion  of the Poles’ m arch  th rough  G erm any is D ietrich 
M o n t e n ’s p icture of 1832, “Finis Poloniae”, which in a symbolic way showed 
Poland’s defeat and  h e r defenders’ d epartu re  from their fatherland, b u t it also 
expressed  hope for the  fu tu re  (the p icture  refers to Golgotha). In m usic R ichard 
W a g n e r  referred to Poland’s fate in h is overture Polonia.

The core of the book consists  of photographs of over 200 exhibits, from 
archival records show ing the  partitions of Poland, the Kościuszko Insurrection , 
the Napoleonic period, the Polish Kingdom and  the November Rising, to Polish, 
G erm an an d  F rench  w orks of art, and  item s of everyday use  decorated w ith 
popu lar motifs. W orks by G erm an au th o rs  from the 1830s have been given 
a p rom inen t place. The exhibits come from m useum s, galleries, libraries and 
archives from G erm any and  Poland, also from Polish institu tions abroad  (the 
Polish Library in Paris and  the Polish M useum  in Rappersw il in Switzerland). (MM)

Mirosław U s t r z y c k i ,  Ziemianie polscy na Kresach 1864-1914. Świat 
wartości i postaw (Polish Landowners in the Eastern Borders 1864-1914. 
Their System  o f Values and Attitudes), Kraków 2006, W ydawnictwo Arcana, 
406 pp., bibl., index of persons.

The au th o r  p resen ts  the  c lass of Polish landow ners in the old Po lish-L ithuanian  
C om m onw ealth’s easte rn  bo rders w hich during  the  partitions were incorporated  
direct into the  R u ssian  Em pire (the territories of p resen t-d ay  L ithuania, B elarus 
and  Ukraine). The book is based  on landow ners’ diaries, m em oirs and  rem in is
cences (published  ones as well as m an u scrip ts  kep t in the libraries of W arsaw, 
Wrocław an d  Cracow), on the p ress  of those tim es, political w ritings an d  belles 
lettres. On the  basis of these sources Ustrzycki tries to reconstruc t the ethos of 
the landow ning class and  its a ttitu d es after the 1863 /1864  J a n u a ry  Rising when 
the R u ssian  au tho rities  endeavoured to elim inate the Polish elem ent from these 
territories.

The a u th o r  reco n stru c ts  the  principles of conduct of the Polish landow ning 
class, its cu ltu ra l experiences an d  en terta inm ents, and  the system  of values it 
uphe ld  in  a n  alien, frequently hostile environm ent, a system  in which prim e of 
place w as given to the  hom e, the  family, religion, the  land a  family owned, the 
fa therland  an d  the nation . The n a tu ra l resu lt of th is system  of values w as 
idealisation  of the  landow ners’ life as an  unparalle led  model of h u m an  existence. 
The a u th o r  d iscu sses how the  landow ners were fulfilling the ir civic and  patriotic 
duties. In two extrem ely in teresting  chap te rs he depicts the relations betw een the 
landow ners an d  the com m on people, m ost of whom differed from the landow ners 
by th e ir nationality , language and  religion (see the au th o r’s reflections on w hat 
w as hom ely an d  w hat w as alien in the m ulticu ltu ra l com m unity of the eastern  
m arches), an d  also betw een Polish landow ners and  the R ussians, represen tatives 
of the s ta te  a p p a ra tu s  as well as ow ners of neighbouring esta tes. (MM)

Stan isław  W i e c h ,  Administracja rosyjska Królestwa Polskiego wobec w izy
ty cesarza Franciszka Józefa w Krakowie w 1880 (The Attitude o f the Russian 
Administration o f the Polish Kingdom to the Visit Paid by the Emperor Francis
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Joseph to Cracow in 1880), “Kw artalnik H istoryczny” (Warszawa), 2005. No 
4, pp. 47 -72 , sum . in English.

The visit paid  by F rancis Jo sep h  to Galicia, especially to Cracow, in Septem ber 
1880 was a political game played for the  Poles and  Poland’s neighbours, especially 
R ussia. The em peror m et w ith a w arm , som etim es even en thusiastic , reception 
by the sub jec ts of the H absburg ian  m onarchy in Galicia an d  by people from other 
p a rts  of Poland who arrived in Cracow for the  occasion; b u t the visit also activated 
R ussian  security  services in the Polish Kingdom, a t th a t tim e subo rd ina ted  to the 
new general governor of W arsaw, Piotr A lbedinskiy who, according to the  author, 
w as a  no less active player th a n  the A ustrian  emperor.

Wiech analyses the  reports w hich Albedinskiy received from R ussian  agents 
sen t from W arsaw  to Galicia who stressed  the Poles’ in te rest in  the  visit, the  inflow 
to Cracow of abou t 15,000 persons from the  o ther p a rts  of partitioned  Poland, 
and  the  love and  loyalty to the  em peror m anifested  by the  G alician Poles. Acting 
in concert w ith St. Petersburg , A lbedinskiy w ent to Cracow to greet F rancis Joseph 
on behalf of the R ussian  au thorities. He th en  m et w ith the  R ussian  emperor, 
A lexander II, and  using  the  G alician visit as an  example, tried  to persuade  him 
to soften R ussian  policy in the  Polish Kingdom. He argued  th a t a t the  price of 
Polish education  and  the an n u lm en t of som e restric tions, especially preventive 
censorship , the people of Galicia gave up  the ir asp ira tions to independence and 
becam e the em peror’s loyal sub jects. A lbedinskiy argum en ta tion  had  som e effect, 
for the next two years of h is governorship b rough t a  slight softening of R ussian 
policy in the Polish Kingdom. B ut th is  line w as no t in keeping w ith the  concept 
of R ussian  policy tow ards the Poles: A lbedinskiy w as recalled in 1883 and  his 
successor, G eneral Iosif H urko, w as one of the  m ost a rd en t R ussifiers in  Warsaw. 
(MM)

Ja n in a  W ol cz u k, Rosja i Rosjanie w  szkołach Królestwa Polskiego 1833- 
1862. Szkice do obrazu (Russia and Russians in the Schools o f the Polish 
Kingdom 1833-1862. Sketches fo r  a Picture), Wrocław 2005, Wydawniccwo 
U niw ersytetu Wrocławskiego, 395 pp., bibl., ills., index of persons, sum. in 
English.

The au th o r p a in ts  a  com prehensive p ictu re  of the  R u ssian  teac h e rs’ com m unity 
in the  Polish Kingdom betw een the November 1830 and  J a n u a ry  1863 uprisings, 
th a t is du ring  the  period w hen the  R ussians applied severe repressive m easures 
after the defeat of the November Rising (e.g. the  closure of W arsaw  University and 
several secondary  schools) b u t did no t yet p u rsu e  su ch  a s tric t Russification 
policy as they did after the  fall of the J a n u a ry  Rising of 1863 /1864 . The bx)k 
opens w ith a chap te r depicting the m ost im portan t them es underly ing educaton : 
the significance im parted  in the  course of education  to the  person  of th e  ts a r  and 
the im perial family an d  to the  g rea tness of im perial R ussia . The au th o r also 
d iscusses the daily life of R ussian  teachers, the  cerem onies on gala days, 
O rthodox services, uniform s an d  relations betw een teachers an d  the ir pupils. She 
pays m uch  a tten tion  to school com petitions the aim  of w hich w as the  same as 
the aim  of the entire educational system , nam ely to im bue the  young people v ith  
hum ility  and  love for the  em peror. O u tstand ing  pupils were aw arded prizes. The 
book ends w ith sho rt biographies of 132 teachers of the O rthodox faith  who were 
employed in secondary  schools in the Polish Kingdom du ring  the period under 
review.

The book is based  on m ateria ls kep t in archives in Poland (W arsaw, Kalisz, 
Lublin Łódź, Płock) an d  R ussia  (The S ta te  H istorical Archives in  St. Petersburg), 
on sources issued  by schools, regulations and  in s truc tions , s ta tis tica l d a ta  and 
rem iniscences w ritten  by Polish pupils and  (seldom) by R u ssian  teachers. (MM)

Radosław  Paweł Ż u r a w s k i  vel G r a j e w s k i ,  Pojedynek za  kulisami 
wielkiej dyplomacji Księżna Dorothea Lieven wobec Polski i Polaków (A Duel
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behind the Scenes of Great Diplomacy. Duchess Dorothea Lieven's Attitude 
to Poland and the Poles), W arszawa 2005, Wydawnictwo DiG, 210 pp., bibl., 
index of persons, ills.

The sub jec t of the  study  is D orothea Lieven (1784-1857), wife of the R ussian  
am b assad o r in London, who frequently, for in stance, du ring  the easte rn  crisis in 
1833, took the wheel of policy from her h u sb an d . Later on she partic ipated  behind 
the  scenes in the  political life of Paris and  w as one of the m ost influential women 
in the political sa lons of Europe. Ż uraw ski h a s  based  h is book on m anuscrip ts  
kep t in the  B ritish Library and  the National Archives in London, on diaries and  
the pub lished  correspondence of the duchess . The book opens w ith an  in troduc
tion in w hich the  au th o r acq u a in ts  readers w ith h is heroine. In the chap te rs, 
Współpoddani (Co-Subjects), Buntownicy (Rebels) and  Kanalie (Scoundrels), Ż u
raw ski p resen ts  the  evolution in the  d u ch ess’s opinions on Polish questions and  
the  Poles: from indifference in the  period before 1830, th rough  prejudice against 
the  November Rising, to an  open enm ity tow ards the Polish em igres and  suppo rt 
for R u ssia ’s Polish policy after the rising. Even though, a s  Żuraw ski em phasises, 
the  Polish question  did not occupy a prom inent place in the  work the duchess 
conducted  in the  W est in suppo rt of R ussian  raison d'état, she  devoted m uch 
effort to com bating the Poles’ accusations of St. Petersburg , and  there  were 
m om ents w hen th is  p ropaganda w ar w as of prim ary im portance for her. She also 
tried  to d iscred it the  emigre politicians’ activities in order to m ake it difficult for 
them  to secure W estern E urope’s su p p o rt for the  Polish question. (DD)

MODERN TIMES 
(1919-1939)

Jerzy  B e s try , Służba konsularna Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej w Czechosłowa
cji (The Second Republic’s Consular Service in Czechoslovakia), Wrocław 
2005, Wyd. U niw ersytetu Wrocławskiego, 221 pp., ills., annex, index of 
persons, sum . in Czech, Acta U niversitatis W ratislaviensis No 2767.

On the basis  of m ateria ls concerning Polish consu la r activity in Czechoslovakia 
the  au th o r tries to explain the reasons for the  unfavourable s ta te  of Polish-Cze- 
choslovak relations during  the tw enty in te r-w ar years. He th inks th a t it w as the 
geopolitical situa tion , the conflict over Zaolzie and  the legacy of the A ustro -H un
garian  tim es th a t m ade it difficult for the two coun tries to come to an  u n d e r
stand ing . In the  first pa rt of the  book Bestry p resen ts  diplom atic activity in th is 
area, b ilateral relations, the s itua tion  of the Polish m inority, the  task s of Polish 
consu la tes in Czechoslovakia an d  Czechoslovak consu la tes in Poland. He devotes 
m ore space to th e  Polish consu la tes in Prague, M oravska O strava, Košice, 
Uzhhorod, B ratislava and  C hust. In addition  to the  h istory  of these consu lates, 
the a u th o r also d iscusses the ir political, economic, legal, adm inistrative and  
cu ltu ra l activity. An im portan t p a rt of the book is the annex  w hich con tains a list 
of Polish m issions in Czechoslovakia and  Czechoslovak consu la tes in Poland, 
basic inform ation on the activity of Czechoslovak consu la tes and  sh o rt bio
graphies of Polish diplom ats. (OL)

Deklaracja polsko-niemiecka o niestosowaniu przemocy z  dnia 26 stycznia 
1934 r. z  perspektyw y Polski i Europy w siedemdziesiątą rocznicę podpisania 
(The 70th Anniversary o f the Polish-German Declaration on Non-Use of Force 
Signed on January 26, 1934. The Opinions o f Poland and Europe), s tud ies  ed. 
by Mieczysław W o j c i e c h o w s k i ,  T oruń 2005, C entrum  E dukacji E uro
pejskiej, 331 pp., annex, sum . in Polish and  G erm an.

This is a collection of texts w hich were read  a t a  conference organised in Toruń 
in 2004, on the anniversary  of the  Polish-G erm an non-aggression  treaty  adopted 
in J a n u a ry  1934. The papers, m ainly by Polish au th o rs , concern th ree m ain
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questions: the West E uropean  coun tries’ a ttitu d e  to the treaty, the a ttitude  of E ast 
Central Europe, and  the a ttitude  of som e selected regions. The las t-n am ed  section 
p resen ts  the reaction of the p ress in W estern Pom erania, the reaction of the 
G erm an m inority in Pom erania and  of the population  of Silesia. In the annex  the 
reader will find the text of the trea ty  in Polish and  G erm an. (OL)

Bogusław G a ł k a ,  Konserwatyści w Polsce lat 1935-1939 (Conservatives in 
Poland in 1935-1939), T oruń 2006, wyd. A. M arszałek, 317 pp., ills., index 
of persons.

The book refers to the stud ies on Polish conservatives w ritten  earlier by Szymon 
R u d n i c k i  and  W ładysław W ł a d y k a .  In the period d iscussed  by the au th o r 
the m ost im portan t questions were: a ttitude  to the changes in political reality 
after the May coup d'état, the d isso lu tion  of the N on-Party Bloc for C o-operation 
w ith the G overnm ent, and  the estab lishm en t of the Cam p of National Unity. All 
th is m ade it necessary  for the conservative parties to change their organisation  
and  program m es. The a u th o r devotes m uch  space to the conservatives’ activity 
in parliam ent, their partic ipation  in the drafting and  adoption of the April 
C onstitu tion  in 1935. In addition  to the  ag rarian  reform, a question  w hich w as 
very im portan t for all conservatives, the a u th o r p resen ts  the conservatives’ 
a ttitude  to o ther in ternal problem s of the Second Republic, su ch  as economy, 
unem ploym ent and  the national m inorities, as well as to the s ta te ’s external 
policy. (OL)

Piotr G ó r s k i ,  Między inteligencką tradycją a menedżeryzmem. Studium  
kształtowania środowiska naukowej organizacji, jego ideologii i działań orga
nizatorskich w Polsce międzywojennej (Between the Intelligentsia’s Tradition 
and Management Skill. The Shaping of a Circle Specialising in Scientific 
Organisation, Its Ideology and Organisational Activities in Inter-War Poland), 
Kraków 2005, Wydawnictwo U niw ersytetu Jagiellońskiego, 292 pp., index 
of persons, sum . in English, series “Zarządzanie w sektorze publicznym ”.

The a u th o r p resen ts  the beginnings of the  science of m anagem ent and  m ethods 
of good organisation  in Poland. The m ain task  w as to se t the s tan d a rd s  of 
professional work and  create a social clim ate th a t would favour its developm ent, 
th a t is, to shape  social consciousness. The book is p a rt of a d iscussion  on the 
m odernisation  of Polish society du ring  the  in ter-w ar period. In the section dealing 
w ith methodology the a u th o r p resen ts  h is opinions on the role played by cu ltu ra l 
factors in economic so lu tions an d  economic activities, an d  on the basis of h is own 
research , depicts the  specific features of a social research  based on h is to rian s’ 
traditional sources. G órski h a s  u sed  press articles and  p re-w ar publications 
dealing w ith the o rganisation  an d  m anagem ent of work, w ith b roader economic 
and  social problem s, as well as articles in the specialised press (addressed  to 
various occupational groups) an d  accoun ts of activists. He th en  d iscusses the 
em ergence of the  m anagers’ milieu, its specific features, its a ttitude  to the  s ta te  
and  society, changes in the  pa tte rn  of a model m anager and  organiser, and  the 
re su lts  of the m anagers’ work to elaborate the scientific principles of good 
m anagem ent. The book is an  in teresting  addition  to w hat is know n abou t the 
conditions and  resu lts  of work in the field of econom y during  the tw enty-year 
in ter-w ar period w hen large-scale endeavours were m ade to encourage people to 
take an  active p a rt in economic life. (OL)

Sylw ester K i e ł b a s i e w i c z ,  Obraz Żyda w historiografii polskiej okresu 
międzywojennego (The Image o f the Jew  in Polish Inter-War Historiography), 
Toruń 2005, wyd. Mado, 146 pp.

The au th o r p resen ts  the characteristic  fea tures of the image of Jew s in pub lica
tions th a t were b rough t ou t in th e  Polish language during  the tw enty in ter-w ar 
years. The book is th u s  an  analysis of professional and  am ateu r texts which
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appeared  in Polish h istoriography as well as in Jew ish  publications brough t ou t 
in Polish. Texts dealing w ith three questions, religion, economy and  politics, 
supplied  the a u th o r w ith the  image he w as looking for. Accordingly, he p resen ts  
several im ages of Jew s: the image connected w ith religion, the image reflecting 
the  Jew s’ economic role, and  the  image portraying their partic ipation  in politics. 
The texts by Catholic clergym en speak  abou t the ritua l crim es com m itted by Jew s, 
the ir conversions to C hristianity , their m essianic and  m ystical m ovem ents. The 
p resen ta tio n s of Jew s in economic life focus on the ir com petition w ith Poles in 
trade, h and icrafts  and  agricu ltu re  and  on the role and  scope of usu ry . The last 
image p resen ted  by the au th o r concerns Jew ish  political life and  the Jew s’ a ttitude  
to the Polish sta te . An in troductory  chap te r deals w ith Polish and  Jew ish  
in s titu tio n s in w hich the  h is to rian s acquired  the ir knowledge and  the m ethodo
logical differences in the  analysed  texts. (OL)

H enryk Lisia k , Narodowa Demokracja w Wielkopolsce w latach 1918-1939 
(National Democracy in Great Poland in 1918-1939), Poznań 2006, Wydaw
nictwo Poznańskie, 336 pp., index of persons, series “W ielkopolska. H istoria
— społeczeństw o — k u ltu ra ”, No 19.

The a u th o r p resen ts  the activity and  organisational changes of the National 
D em ocratic Party  in the  voivodship of Poznań and  the  easte rn  d istric ts of historical 
G reat Poland. He exam ines the  reasons for the party ’s popularity  in th is region, 
w hich w as the  National D em ocrats’ traditional base of social, support, and  the 
m ethods the  party  u sed  to win followers. There is no doub t th a t one of the m ain  
reasons w as the role the  party  played in the social in tegration  of Polish society 
w hen th a t p a r t of Poland w as u n d e r P ru ssian  rule an d  la ter in the unification of 
the  Polish territo ries in the  first years of the  Second Republic. The party  w as also 
strong  th a n k s  to the  su p p o rt given it by the clergy. The a u th o r p resen ts  the 
successive periods of the  N ational D em ocratic Party’s activity: the estab lishm en t 
of the  party , its partic ipation  in political and  social events before and  after the 
reb irth  of Poland, and  its program m es for in ternal and  foreign policy. In a very 
in teresting  way the  a u th o r com pares the stance  and  ta sk s  of the National 
Dem ocratic Party  in Poznań w ith the party ’s activity in o ther regions of Poland. 
(OL)

M arek M a c i e j e w s k i ,  Od piwiamianego klubu do organizacji wywrotowej. 
Nazizm w latach 1919-1924 (From a Beer-drinking Club to a Subversive 
Organisation. Nazism in 1919-1924), Toruń 2005, wyd. A. M arszałek, 434 
pp., ills, index of persons.

M arek M a c i e j e w s k i ’s book Ruch i ideologia narodowych socjalistów w Repub
lice Weimarskiej (The Movement and Ideology of  National Socialists in the Weimar 
Republic) appeared  in 1985 (W arszawa-W rocław 1985). In view of a lack of stud ies 
on the  genesis an d  first years of Nazism, the  a u th o r h a s  decided to expand and  
modify the  original version. The book covers the  years preceding the M unich 
p u tsch , w hich m arked  the  end of the first stage of fascism  in G erm any. At th a t 
tim e the  m ovem ent w as confined to Bavaria, w hich w as the centre of Nazi 
organ isations. The au th o r ask s why the political program m e of the national 
socialists becam e so popular. He d iscusses their activity a t the beginning of the 
W eim ar Republic and  the  conditions in which socialist though t w as shaped . He 
charac te rises  the social conditions a t th a t time, the  d issatisfaction  of the  petty  
bourgeoisie and  the activity of param ilitary  organisations. T hanks to h is use  of 
sources, the  reader gets an  insight into the  milieu of activ ists du ring  the B avarian 
period. A nother im portan t question  analysed by the au th o r is Nazi ideology and  
the program m e of the  national socialists. Maciejewski portrays the national 
socia lists’ world-view an d  organisational changes in the N ational Socialist G er
m an  W orkers’ Party  u p  to 1924. (OL)
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Irena M a m c z a k - G a d k o w s k a ,  Archiwa państw owe w II Rzeczypospo
litej (State Archives in the Second Republic), Poznań 2006, Wyd. Naukowe 
UAM, 431 (1) pp., ills., index of persons, sum . in English, Series “H istoria” 
No 205.

The losses of sources suffered by Polish archives m ake it very difficult to 
reconstruct their h istory  and  activity in the Second Republic. The a u th o r tries to 
fill in the gaps by m aking use  of m aterials kept in the collections of the archives’ 
own docum ents and  in the a rch iv ists’ legacies. The m ain  problem  a t the  th resho ld  
of the in ter-w ar period w as to centralise the archives and  remove the  differences 
w hich existed in each p a rt of the previously divided Poland in the arrangem ent 
and  elaboration of collections. The aim  w as to in troduce the W est E uropean  model. 
The D epartm ent of S ta te  Archives w as set up  to ru n  the s ta te  archives in 
co-operation  w ith the Archival Council; it w as subo rd inated  to the M inistry of 
Religious D enom inations and  Public Enlightenm ent. The a u th o r analyses their 
activity on the basis of legal acts. One of the aspects dealt w ith by her is the 
archives’ co-operation  w ith offices and  in s titu tions and  their role in the recon
struction  of the  Second Republic. In addition  to m erging the archives’ resources, 
the  archivists also endeavoured to regain the collections kept outside Poland. They 
were ham pered  no t only by financial difficulties and  the lack of p roper accom m o
dation  b u t also by legislative troubles. The a u th o r describes various form s of 
research  conducted  by archives for the  s ta te  and  local governm ent adm in istra tion , 
scientific in s titu tes  and  private persons. She h as  found a great deal of in teresting  
m aterial also in the  periodical “A rcheion” and  the editorial series “Wydawnictwo 
Archiwów Państw ow ych” and  “Wydawnictwo Kursów A rchiw alnych”. (OL)

Zbigniew O p a c k i ,  Między uniwersalizmem a partykularyzmem. Myśl i dzia
łalność społeczno-polityczna Mariana Zdziechowskiego 1914-1938 (Between 
Universalism and Particularism. The Ideas and Socio-Political Activities of 
Marian Zdziechowski 1914-1938), G dańsk  2006, Wydawnictwo Uniw ersyte
tu  Gdańskiego, 426 pp., ills., index of persons, sum . in  English an d  R ussian .

Zbigniew Opacki h a s  already p resen ted  the views and  political activity of Professor 
M arian Z d z i e c h o w s k i ,  a political writer, in an  earlier book (W kręgu Polski, 
Rosji i Słowiańszczyzny. Myśl i działalność społeczno-polityczna Mariana Zdziec
howskiego do 1914 roku /In  the Circle o f Poland, Russia and the Slavs. The Ideas 
and Socio-Political Activity o f Marian Zdziechowski up to 1914 /, G dańsk  1995). 
This time he analyses Zdziechowski’s activity up  to h is dea th  in 1938. Zdziechow
ski, a g raduate  of D orpat University, w as a sovietologist, a  conservative connected 
with the Wilno paper “Słowo” (“The W ord”). In the course of h is scientific career 
he linked him self a t first w ith the Jagiellon ian  University and  th en  w ith the 
University of Wilno, w hich he co-founded. He w as D ean of the H um anities and  
Rector of Wilno University in 1925-1927. In 1926 P iłsudski p u t him  up  for the 
post of p resident. Poland’s geopolitical s itua tion  and  the  problem  of bolshevism  
were the m ost im portan t questions w hich he d iscussed  in h is political writings. 
B ut he dealt not only w ith questions concerning Poland b u t also w ith eschato- 
logical and  existential problem s. The a u th o r show s bo th  the evolution of Zdziec
how ski’s views as  well as the unchang ing  elem ents in h is  opinions: pessim ism  
and  catastroph ism . All these elem ents are arranged  w ithin the fram ew ork of 
Zdziechowski’s biography w hich is ra th e r a background  th an  an  independent 
section of the book. The book is based  m ainly on Zdziechowski’s legacy preserved 
in archives and  in his publications. (OL)

Regina P a c a n o w s k a ,  Samorząd powiatowy w Wielkopolsce w latach
1919-1939 (Local Government in the Districts o f Great Poland in 1919-1939), 
Poznań 2006, Wydawnictwo Poznańskie, 286 pp., m aps, tables, index of 
persons, annex, series “W ielkopolska. H istoria — społeczeństwo — k u ltu ra”, 
No 18.
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The au th o r exam ines the organisational and  legal changes effected in the local 
governm ent of G reat Poland’s d is tric ts  du ring  the  tw enty in ter-w ar years. She 
analyses legal ac ts and  the m andatory  du ties of local governm ent bodies which 
up to 1921 acted  on the b asis  of provisions in s titu ted  w hen G reat Poland w as 
u nder P ru ssian  rule. She show s the  lines of activity, o rganisation  and  financing 
of local governm ent bodies in ru ra l districts , w ith the exception of tow ns which 
functioned as independen t un its . On the basis  of norm ative ac ts and  archival 
sources she reco n stru c ts  the  economic, social, educational and  cu ltu ra l form s of 
the activities conducted  by local governm ents (OL)

Elżbieta S ł a b i ń s k a ,  Inteligencja na prowincji kieleckiej w latach 1918- 
1939 (The Intelligentsia in the Provinces of Kielce Region in 1918-1939), Kielce
2004, wyd. Akademii Świętokrzyskiej, 314 (6) pp., tables, d iagram s, index of 
persons, sum . in English.

The a u th o r d iscusses  the place and  role of the intelligentsia in provincial 
com m unities. The term  “in telligentsia” is difficult to define and  h as  faced re 
searchers w ith m any problem s. The au th o r p resen ts  it as a socio-occupational 
group com prising scientific w orkers an d  represen tatives of the  so-called free 
professions. In the book they are linked to the provinces of the Kielce region in 
its adm in istra tive and  cu ltu ra l borders, e ither by their residence or place of work. 
The au th o r h a s  stud ied  the  villages and  sm all tow ns of nearly  the whole of the 
voivodship of Kielce, w ith the  exception of its strongly industria lised  so u th -e a s t
ern  region. In h e r view, affiliation to th is c lass is determ ined on the one hand , by 
the consciousness of belonging to th is group and , on the  other, by a person’s 
position, th a t is, h is /h e r  incom e, partic ipation  in governing au thorities, and  in 
political and  cu ltu ra l life, as well as by evidence of m em bership: lifestyle, way of 
dressing, diet, th e  equ ipm ent and  arrangem ent of one’s house, society life. D uring 
the in te r-w ar period it w as difficult to qualify individual occupational g roups as 
m em bers of the  intelligentsia. The au th o r lays s tre ss  on the role of public opinion 
and  the views of the in telligentsia itself. She p resen ts  the  occupational groups 
typical of the provinces, the ir background  and  the  reasons why it w as difficult to 
find su itab le  work, especially in regions far from large u rban  agglom erations. 
A separa te  chap te r is devoted to the  provincial in telligentsia’s self-im age and  to 
w hat o ther groups — local ru ra l com m unities and  the  intelligentsia in large tow ns
— though t of it. (OL)

Stosunki polsko-czechosłowackie 1932-1939 w relacjach dyplomatów II Rze
czypospolitej (Polish-Czechoslovak Relations in 1932-1939 as They Were 
Seen by Diplomats o f the Second Republic), ed. Sław om ir M. N o w i n o w s k i ,  
Łódź 2006, Wyd. Naukowe Ibidem, 181 pp., index of persons, annexes.

The docum ents included in the  book were w orked o u t a t the request of the 
R egistration B ureau  of the  M inistry of Foreign Affairs and  the C om m ission — 
in s titu tions se t up  ab road  after the  ou tb reak  of World W ar II — in order to collect 
inform ation on the p repara tions for an d  course of the war. C aptain  E ugeniusz 
H interhoff w as responsible for inform ation concerning Polish-Czechoslovak rela
tions. The records, reports an d  questionnaires concern  the years 1932-1939, th a t 
is the period w hen Józef Beck w as Poland’s foreign m inister. They were worked 
ou t in 1940-1942 on the  b asis  of d ip lom ats’ accounts. The book includes nine 
m ost in teresting  item s w hich in the editor’s opinion are the m ost reliable. In the 
preface the  reader will find opinions on the au th o rs  of the  docum ents, expressed 
by represen tatives of diplom acy an d  politics. (OL)

Wojciech Ś l e s z y ń s k i ,  Walka instytucji państwowych z  białoruską dzia
łalnością dyw ersyjną 1920-1925 (The Fight Conducted by State Institutions 
against Byelorussian Subversive Activity 1920-1925), Białystok 2005, Pol
skie Towarzystwo Historyczne, W ydawnictwo Prym at, 182 pp., sum . in
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English and  R ussian , series “D okum enty do dziejów kresów  północno- 
w schodnich II Rzeczypospolitej”.

The book is p a rt of a series w hich is to fam iliarise readers w ith L ithuan ian  and  
B yelorussian sources concerning the Second Republic. The previous volume 
d iscussed  the an ti-Sem itic events w hich occurred  in B rześć on the Bug river in 
May 1937. The docum ents included in th is volume p resen t the Polish s ta te ’s fight 
against B yelorussian subversion  in the first ha lf of the  1920s and  the conflict 
betw een the national asp ira tions of the two com m unities. In addition to source 
m aterials, the  book con tains an  in troduction  w hich charac te rises the em ergence 
of B yelorussian national consciousness, the asp ira tions of B yelorussian intellec
tua l circles and  the Polish p lans for the borderlands, w hich were diam etrically 
opposed to the B yelorussian ideas. Subversive B yelorussian  u n its  were se t u p  in 
the territory of Poland an d  L ithuania. They were to go into action  after the ou tb reak  
of a B yelorussian uprising  w hich w as p lanned  for the spring of 1922. The 
independence-insp ired  circles co-operated  w ith the  governm ent in K aunas, 
hoping th a t they would m anage to use  the P o lish-L ithuanian  conflict for their 
own purposes. The in troductory  p a rt w hich explains the  docum ents also d is
cu sses  the co-operation  betw een the independence-insp ired  B yelorussian circles 
an d  the com m unist p a rtisan s  who intensified their subversive and  propaganda 
activities a t th a t time. The p a rts  d iscussing  the individual subversive activities as 
well as the  preventive an d  retaliatory  operations are  very in teresting . The book 
includes le tters of the d is tric t S ta te  Police, descrip tions of subversive activities 
and  p u rsu its , governm ent, m ilitary an d  intelligence docum ents (e.g. orders, 
letters, m inu tes of m eetings, reports). They are a rranged  in chronological order 
and  furn ished  w ith titles and  com m entaries. They come m ainly from the S tate  
Archives of the B rest an d  Grodno Regions an d  from the  C entral Archives of the 
L ithuan ian  S tate. The a u th o r of the  book is in terested  in  nationality  problem s in 
the n o rth -ea s te rn  bo rderlands in p re-w ar Poland an d  a t the beginning of World 
W ar II. (OL)

Andrzej W o j t a s z a k ,  Generalicja Wojska Polskiego 1921-1926 (The Gene
rals o f the Polish Army 1921-1926), Szczecin 2005, wyd. U niw ersytetu 
Szczecińskiego, 690 pp., ills.,d iagram s, annexes, index of persons, sum . in 
G erm an.

The book p resen ts  the Polish genera ls’ corps, its developm ent and  s tand ing  am ong 
the m em bers of the Second R epublic’s power elites du ring  the tw enty in ter-w ar 
years. On the basis of m ateria ls from the  C entral M ilitary Archives (CAW), Archives 
of M odem  R ecords and  sources from R ussian  archives, the a u th o r form ulates 
several research  problem s which, in h is opinion, are of basic im portance. F irst 
an d  forem ost he evaluates the genera ls’ a ttitu d es  an d  activities during  the 
Polish-Soviet w ar and  p resen ts  the ir different visions of how the arm y should  
function, pointing out th a t these visions depended on the milieu from which 
a general stem m ed, h is family tradition, tra in ing  an d  w ar experience. A nother 
basic problem  is the  essence and  consequences of the  conflict over the shape  of 
the suprem e m ilitary au thorities. An im portan t role in the  creation  of the generals’ 
corps and  in the p lans for its functioning w as played by Józef Piłsudski, who 
favoured the idea th a t the com m and of the arm y shou ld  be different in tim es of 
w ar and  in tim es of peace. In the second half of the 1920s the  generals’ corps split 
up, som e generals siding w ith P iłsudski while o thers opposed him . After the coup 
d ’é ta t of May 1926 the Inspectorate of the Armed Forces becam e the suprem e 
com m and; som e generals w ithdrew  from public life and  political activity. The book 
ends w ith an  analysis of the sta te  of the military au thorities in 1921-1928. 
A separate  p a rt is a list of generals w hich con ta in s their sh o rt biographies 
reconstructed  on the basis of d a ta  from The Officers’ Yearbooks, List o f Officers in 
Active Service in 1921 and  The State o f the Officers’ Corps on May 1, 1926 as well 
as in personal ac ts  kept in the C entral M ilitary Archives. (OL)
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Nina Z i e l i ń s k a ,  Towarzystwo Straży Kresowej 1918-1927 (Society Ke
eping Guard over the Eastern Territories 1918-1927), Lublin 2006, Oficyna 
W ydawnicza Verba, 243 pp., tables, annexes, index of persons.

The Society Keeping G uard  over the E aste rn  Territories, w hich a t first functioned 
u n d e r the nam e the E aste rn  T erritories’ G uard, w as se t up  in Lublin in 1918 in 
response to social moods, as a p ro test against the provisions of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk. It consisted  m ainly of activists of the Polish Youth Union (Zet), the 
O rganisation  of National Youth and  those left-w ing circles w hich had  laid stress  
on the struggle for Poland’s independence. D uring its m ost active period, the years 
1918-1922, the  Society organised param ilitary  form ations of the E aste rn  T erri
to ries’ G uard, took p a rt in the work of the National Defence C om m ittees during  
the  Polish-Soviet war. and  se t u p  People’s Councils w hich achieved su ccess in 
the  elections to the Sejm of Wilno. The Society w as particu larly  active in Poland’s 
easte rn  territories. It prom oted the developm ent of agriculture, stockbreeding, the 
se ttlem en t of Poles in the easte rn  regions, co-operative m ovem ent and  education. 
The aim  of its economic, cu ltu ra l and  educational activity w as no t only to raise 
the  level of civilisation in the  easte rn  borderlands b u t also to streng then  Polish- 
ness  there. The a u th o r analyses no t only various aspects of the Society’s activity 
b u t also its s tru c tu re . In the  annexes the  reader will find m aterials concerning 
the  estab lishm en t of the Society, the  s ta tu te s  the Society adopted  in 1918 and  
1920 and  the program m e of the  Union of People’s Councils of the Wilno Region. 
(OL)

WORLD WAR II
Biblioteki polskie poza krajem w latach 1938-1948. Informator (Polish Libra
ries Outside Poland in 1938-1948. A Guide-Book), ed. B arbara Bieńkowska, 
e laborated  by U rszula P a s z k i e w i c z  and  J a n u s z  S z y m a ń s k i ,  Poznań
2005, M inisterstwo K ultury i Dziedzictwa Narodowego, 344 pp., index of 
persons.

T his valuable publication  is a  list of Polish book collections w hich were sen t ou t 
of Poland during  the Second World War. The book also con ta ins inform ation on 
w hat happened  to them  after the  war. It describes 1,113 libraries an d  private 
collections on all con tinen ts. According to the au th o rs  an  analysis of the guide
book will tell the  reader m uch  no t only ab o u t the books b u t also abou t the  Polish 
com m unities abroad  w hich collected an d  kept them . The book is a valuable 
addition  supp lem en ting  the estim ate of the losses w hich Polish cu ltu re  suffered 
during  World W ar II. The book h as  a useful index of the  ow ners of libraries and  
hom e collections. (KK)

Jerzy  W. B o r e j s z a ,  “Śmieszne 100 milionów Słowian’’. Wokół światopoglą
du Adolfa Hitlera (“The Funny 100 Million S lavs”. The Worldview o f Adolf 
Hitler), W arszawa 2006, Neriton, In sty tu t H istorii PAN, 218 pp., index of 
persons.

In h is la te st book Jerzy  W. Borejsza analyses H itler’s views of the Slavs. His aim  
w as to find o u t how H itler’s ideas of the Slavs influenced h is worldview and  his 
political p lans. The a u th o r says th a t from a t least 1941 Hitler consistently  rejected 
the idea of w inning over the R ussians, U krain ians and  Poles to h is side as satellites 
of the  Third Reich in its fight against the Soviet Union. His easte rn  policy w as 
determ ined  by racism , including anti-S lavism . H itler’s s ta tem en t of A ugust 6, 
1942 “We will swallow or remove the funny 100 million S lavs” w as symbolic in 
Borejsza’s opinion. The au th o r em phasises th a t the Führer frequently recom 
m ended th a t the  R ussians and  Poles should  be treated  on a p a r w ith Jew s. He 
s tre sses  th a t un til the  end of World W ar II racism  determ ined H itler’s way of
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th inking even if th is conflicted with the  requirem ents of a realistic policy an d  the 
w ar needs. (KK)

E ugeniusz H u l l , Obraz cywilnych struktur państw a podziemnego 1939-
1944 w opisie wspomnieniowym (The Picture o f the Civilian Structures o f the 
1939-1944 Underground State in Reminiscences), Olsztyn 2005, W ydawnic
two U niw ersytetu W arm ińsko-M azurskiego, 294 pp., index of persons.

On the basis  of “personal docum en ts” w ritten  in various tim es the a u th o r tries to 
reconstruc t the ideas of the a rch itec ts of the Polish U nderground S tate , the  
motives w hich inspired  the ir activity and  the evolution of their a ssessm en t of 
events. He conducted  h is research  in the Archives of M odem  Records in W arsaw  
and  the S tudy  of U nderground Poland in London and  h as  also m ade u se  of 
unpu b lish ed  accoun ts kept in the N ational Library in W arsaw, the Library of the  
O ssoliński National In stitu te  in Wroclaw and  the Jagiellon ian  Library in Cracow. 
On the  basis of rem iniscences and  accoun ts he tries to reconstruct w hat the  
m ethodologists of m em oir w riting call the  clim ate of events, th a t is, the  sphere  of 
the  heroes’ activity and  behaviour w hich would be difficult to estab lish  on the  
basis of official docum ents. Hull depicts the h istory  of the Polish U nderground 
S ta te  th rough  the prism  of the  opinions, behaviour, anim osities and  d isp u tes  of 
its founders and  the  opinions they held of one another. He concentrates on the 
civilian sector of the underg round  sta te . He h as  also show n everyday life du ring  
the occupation  as it w as seen  by represen tatives of U nderground Poland. (KK)

Stan isław a L e w a n d o w s k a ,  Losy Wilnian. Zapis rzeczywistości okupacyj
nej. Ludzie, fak ty , wydarzenia 1939-1945 (The Vicissitudes of the Inhabitants 
o f Wilno. An Account o f Life during the Occupation. People, Facts, Events 
1939-1945), W arszawa 2004, Neriton, In s ty tu t H istorii PAN, 474 pp., index 
of persons.

The a u th o r describes life in Wilno during  the occupation, in 1939-1945. In the 
first p a rt she focuses on the policies of the successive adm in istra tions w hich 
changed five tim es in 1939-1945. In the  second p a rt she  describes the  city’s 
economic s itua tion  u n d er the successive occupation  au thorities, the living con
ditions of a typical family, the  legal situa tion  of Wilno and  the dram atic fate of the 
local Jew s (of the  57,000  Jew s only 2 ,0 00 -3 ,000  survived the  war). The th ird  p a rt 
of the  book deals w ith the a ttitu d es an d  m oods of the inhab itan ts, conspiratorial 
work (especially of the  Home Army) an d  the  underg round  press. The book ends 
w ith quo ta tions from “K ronika W ileńska” (“Chronicle of Wilno”) which depict the 
Poles’ p repara tions for em igration an d  describe the d epartu res  of successive 
tran sp o rts  from Wilno’s passenger sta tion . The annex  con ta ins im portan t selected 
docum ents, am ong them  a Report by the “W olność” (Freedom) Group of Polish 
Socialists sen t to Professor O skar Lange in New York w hich analyses the situa tion  
in Wilno in 1939-1940. The annex  also includes accoun ts  by Wilno Jew s. The 
book is based  on sources kep t in the  Archives of the C entral Com m ission for the 
Investigation of Crim es against the  Polish Nation, the  Archives of the  Polish 
Academy of Sciences, the  Archives of M odem  Records in W arsaw, the Archives of 
the  K araite C om m unity in L ithuania, the L ithuanian  National Library, the 
Archives of L ithuan ia’s Foreign M inistry and  the Lietuvos Valstybes Archyvas. 
(KK)

Lwowskie pod okupacją sowiecką, 1939-1941 (Lwów Region under Soviet 
Occupation, 1939-1941), prefaced and  edited by Tom asz B e r e z a ,  selected 
and  w orked ou t by Tom asz B e r e z a ,  J a n  F l i s a k ,  Ja n u sz  G r e c h u t a ,  
Krzysztof K a c z m a r s k i ,  M ariusz K r z y s z t o f i ń s k i ,  A rtur Ś w i e ż y  
SDB, R yszard Z io br o ń ,  Rzeszów 2006. Insty tu t Pamięci Narodowej Komi
sja Ścigania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskiem u, 389 pp., bibl., index of 
persons, index of geographical nam es, ills.
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The book con ta ins 29 accounts w hich p resen t a wide range of h u m an  experiences 
an d  various aspec ts  of the Soviet au tho rities’ policy tow ards Polish citizens. The 
au th o rs  of the accoun ts are  represen tatives of various social and  professional 
g roups, bo th  in h ab itan ts  of the  Lwów voivodship, w hich w as occupied by the 
Soviet Union, and  people w hose w artim e experiences brough t them  there. The 
accoun ts con tain  rem arks an d  observations concerning the occupation  in the 
au th o rs ’ own place or in the  neighbourhood and  descrip tions of events which 
m ade a  deep im pact on the ir m inds. The m aterials included in the publication 
have no t been  pub lished  before (save for two m ateria ls w hich may be difficult to 
gain access to). (DJ)

Piotr Ł o s s o w s k i  in association w ith B ronius M a k a u s k a s ,  Kraje 
bałtyckie w  latach przełomu 1934-1944 (The Baltic Countries during the Years 
o f Momentous Change 1934-1944), ed. Andrzej K o r y n ,  W arszawa 2005, 
In sty tu t Historii PAN i F undacja  Pogranicze, 184 pp., sum . in English.

The publication  con ta ins the  texts of Piotr Łossow ski’s five earlier articles (ex
panded  and  b rough t up  to date) and  one article by B ronius M akauskas. They 
concern  political relations in the Baltic countries, in the b road  sense  of the  term . 
The a u th o rs  have m ade u se  also of new source m ateria ls pub lished  after 1989. 
The articles have been  arranged  in th ree them atic blocs. In the first (Attempts at 
Integration) Łossowski analyses the Union of Baltic S ta tes  in 1934-1940. The 
second  p a rt (Subjugation) con ta ins ano ther two articles by th is au thor: The 
Establishment o f Soviet Military Bases in Baltic States. September-October 1939 
an d  The Soviet Aggression against the Baltic States in June 1940. The th ird  bloc 
(Population Transfers Carried out by the Nazis) consists  of two articles by Łossow
sk i (The Transfer o f Baltic Germans in 1939/40  and  Transfers o f Population in 
Lithuania during World War II, and  of one article by B ronius M akauskas (The 
Expulsion o f Jew s and the Transfer o f Lithuanians from  the Suwałki Region 
Occupied by the Third Reich — end of 1939-beginning o f 1941). (DJ)

J o a n n a  N a l e w a j k o - K u l i k o v ,  Strategia przetrwania. Żydzi po aryjskiej 
stronie W arszawy (Survival Strategy. Jew s on W arsaw’s Aryan Side), W ar
szaw a 2004, Neriton, In s ty tu t H istorii PAN, 195 pp., index of persons.

The au th o r describes the fate of Jew s who sough t refuge (and rescue) outside the 
ghetto , in w hat w as called the Aryan p a rt of W arsaw. She h a s  m ade u se  of the 
collections kep t in the  Archives of the Jew ish  H istorical Institu te  (twelve accoun ts 
an d  five diaries), of interviews w ith seven w itnesses of those events as well as 
rem iniscences an d  accoun ts found in the archives of the Bejt Lochamei Hagetoat 
k ibbutz  in Israel. On the basis of these  sources (and m any pub lished  records) she 
tries to reco n s tru c t the everyday life of Jew s who lived in hiding or h ad  Aryan 
papers . She describes how they escaped from the  ghetto  (drawing atten tion  to the 
“to -go -o r-no t-to -go” dilemma), the  m ethods of survival as well as Polish-Jew ish  
con tac ts an d  relations (including the problem  of cu ltu ra l differences). The h is to ri
cal n a rra tio n  is interw oven w ith quo ta tions from sources, w hich m ake the realities 
of life in  occupied W arsaw  m ore u n d ers tandab le  to the  reader. The book ends w ith 
an  analysis of the research  conducted  by the Sociology C entre of W arsaw 
University in 1944-1950, w hich dealt w ith the Jew s who retained  the ir “Aryan 
identity” after the  war. The conclusion also contains rem arks on Jew ish  em igra
tion from Poland after the end of World W ar II. (KK)

Andrzej Ż b i k o w s k i ,  U genezy Jedwabnego. Żydzi na Kresach Północno- 
Wschodnich II Rzeczypospolitej wrzesień 1939 —  lipiec 1941 (The Genesis of 
Jedwabne. Jew s in the North-Eastern Borderlands o f the Second Republic 
September 1939 —  July 1941), W arszawa 2006, Żydowski In sty tu t H istory
czny, 416 pp., bibl., index of persons, index of place nam es.
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The publication  is p a rt of a debate provoked by J a n  Tom asz Gro s s ’s book 
Neighbors. The Destruction o f the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland. M any 
partic ipan ts  in the debate hold the view th a t the b u rn ing  of several h u n d red  Jew s 
in the  sm all Mazovian town of Jedw abne w as a  revenge for their s tance  during  
the  Soviet occupation, a  s tance  w hich even a t th a t tim e w as regarded a s  betrayal 
of the Polish sta te , as m ass collaboration w ith the com m unist regime. The a u th o r 
says th a t the opinion abou t the Jew s’ wholesale collaboration w ith the Soviets in 
Poland’s easte rn  territories is a  false stereotype and  he criticises it by show ing 
m any aspec ts of the  Jew s’ social life u n d e r Soviet occupation. He p resen ts  the 
m echanism  of social transform ations. They were reflected in various stra teg ies 
believed to en su re  survival or in an  ad ap ta tion  to the conditions of the occupation . 
His analysis of coun tless m ateria ls h a s  convinced him  th a t the wave of pogrom s 
w hich occurred  in the easte rn  territories of the  Second Republic after the ou tb reak  
of the G erm an-Soviet w ar did not have m uch  in com m on w ith the experiences 
gained during  the nearly  tw o-year Soviet occupation. The pogrom s were in fact 
a n  explosion of a  decades-long  profound economic antagonism , fanned by a n ti-  
Semitic ideology. It w as the pacification operations carried  ou t by sm all G erm an 
police forces a t the rear of the front th a t were the ca ta lyst of the o u tb reak  of 
pogrom s. The a u th o r h a s  based  h is conclusions on an  extensive research  into 
sources kept in Poland, Israel, the  U nited S ta tes, G reat B ritain  and  F rance. (DJ)

RECENT HISTORY
Aparat represji a opór społeczeństwa wobec system u komunistycznego w  Pol
sce i na Litwie w latach 1944-1956 (The Apparatus o f Repression and the 
Resistance o f Society to the Communist System  in Poland and Lithuania in
1944-1956), ed. Piotr N i w i ń s k i ,  W arszaw a 2005, IPN, 122 pp., index of 
persons.

This successive volum e of the series “Konfrontacje IPN” contains m ateria ls  from 
the Second In ternational P o lish-L ithuanian  H istorical Conference organ ised  in 
V ilnius on November 6 -7 ,2003  by the  C entre for R esearch into the E xterm ination  
and  R esistance M ovement in L ithuania  an d  the  N ational R em em brance In s titu te  
(IPN). The volum e con ta ins twelve papers  w hich can  be divided into several 
them atic groups. A ttention is focused on the  political an d  ideological p rogram m es 
of the Polish underg round  m ovem ent (Rafał W n u k )  an d  the L ithuan ian  u n d e r
ground  (Dalia Ku ordy te). The scale of the  underg round  m ovem ents in Poland 
and  L ithuania  an d  their m ethods have also been  analysed  (Kazimierz Kra jew
s k i ,  Arvydas A n u s a u s k a s ) .  Most a tten tion  is paid  to the com m unist security  
a p p a ra tu s  and  its operations against underg round  organisations; the  au th o rs  
com pare the specific conditions in Poland and  L ithuania  (Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  
Ju o zas  S t a r k a u s k a s ) .  A nother group of papers deals w ith emigre cen tres 
estab lished  by form er founders of the  an ti-com m un ist underg round  (Wojciech 
Fra z ik ,  Krzysztof T a r k a ;  Ju o zas  Ba n i o n i s ’s Cooperation betwen the Lithua
nian Emigres and the Anti- Communist Emigres o f Other Nations in 1960-1990). 
The las t p a r t of the  volum e includes papers  devoted to the  Catholic C hu rch  in 
Poland and  L ithuania. The papers p resen t the C h u rch ’s a ttitu d e  to the an ti-co m 
m u n ist underg round  (Paweł P i o t r o w s k i )  as well a s  the  repressive m easu res  
applied by the security  o rgans (Jan  Ż a r y n ,  Ar anas  S t r e i k u s ) .  The au th o rs  
poin t ou t th a t the forms of resistance  were sim ilar in Poland and  L ithuan ia  b u t 
they s tre ss  th a t the roots of the  an ti-co m m u n ist opposition differed. The m ain 
difference w as the n a tu re  of the resistance: it w as broad  b u t sca ttered  in Poland 
and  ra th e r cen tralised  in L ithuania. They also draw  a tten tion  to the fact th a t the 
repressive m easu res were m ore consisten t in L ithuania. (KK)

J a n  C h a ń k o ,  Zbigniew O n u t r z a k ,  Z dziejów konspiracji młodzieżowych 
w Łodzi 1948-1953 (From the History o f Young People’s Conspiracies in Łódź
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1948-1953), Łódź 2005, Oddział łódzki Polskiego Towarzystwa H istoryczne
go, 363 pp., index of persons.

The book is m ade up  of two p a rts . In the first the au th o rs  analyse the genesis and  
p rem ises of conspiratorial activity du ring  the  S talin ist period (1948-1953, accord
ing to the au thors) and  the social an d  economic situa tion  in Łódź. In the second 
p a rt they describe fifteen youth  o rgan isations set up  by young people (pupils and  
older youth). The au th o rs  analyse the s tru c tu re  of these o rganisations, the motives 
inspiring  the ir m em bers, the ideological o rientation  and  the activities u n dertaken  
by the m em bers. The book also con tains inform ation on the fate of the young 
consp irato rs. The publication  is based  on various sources found by the au th o rs  
in the S ta te  Archives in Łódź, the Łódź b ran ch  of the Archives of the National 
R em em brance Institu te , the S ta te  Archives of the city of W arsaw, the M useum  of 
Independence-Insp ired  T raditions in Łódź and  the Archives of the Office for 
V eterans and  Victimised Persons in W arsaw. The au th o rs  have also collected 
accoun ts by m em bers of these consp iratoria l organ isations and  the ir families. 
(KK)

Dla władzy, obok władzy, przeciw władzy. Postawy robotników wielkich 
ośrodków przemysłowych w PRL (For the Authorities, Close to the Authorities, 
Against the Authorities. The Attitudes o f Workers in Great Industrial Centres 
in the Polish People’s Republic), ed. Ja ro sław  N e j a, W arszawa 2005, In s ty tu t 
Pamięci Narodowej, 170 pp., index of persons.

The volume con ta ins the papers w hich were read  a t a scientific session  organised 
in Katowice on November 17,2004 by the  Katowice B ranch of the National 
R em em brance Institu te . It p resen ts  the  stance  and  m oods of w orkers in big 
industria l works, the  m ost im portan t occupational group in the Polish People’s 
Republic. The texts are  divided into th ree them atic  sections. The first con tains an  
analysis of the  w orkers’ a ttitude  to the ru lers in 1944-1989 (Łukasz K a m i ń sk i )  
as well as two detailed stu d ies  on relations betw een w orkers and  functionaries of 
the Polish U nited W orkers’ Party in factories in the 1950s (Maciej T y m i ń s k i ) ,  
and  the m oods of w orkers in Szczecin before the 1980 strikes (Michał P a z i e w -  
s k i). The second p a rt p resen ts  the everyday life of w orkers w ith s tre ss  on social 
prom otion and  changes in w orking class custom s. The au th o rs  p resen t Nowa 
H uta (Jan  L. F r a n c zyk), W arsaw  (Błażej B r z o s t e k )  an d  Upper Silesia (Adam 
B a r t o s z e k )  as exam ples. The la s t p a rt deals w ith the Security  Service’s 
activities aga in s t the w orking class in Łódź (Krzysztof L e s i a k o w s k i ) ,  Katowice 
voivodship (Jarosław  Ne ja )  and  G dańsk  (Sławomir C e n c k i e w i c z ) .  The vol
um e also con ta ins the d iscussion  w hich followed the  papers. As the au th o rs  
em phasise, the  book show s th a t the m ajority of socio-political crises in the  Polish 
People’s Republic were b rough t ab o u t by w orkers employed in big industria l 
works. It also p resen ts  the au th o ritie s’ policy tow ards th is social group. (KK)

Jerzy  E i s l e r ,  Polski rok 1968 (The Year 1968 in Poland), W arszawa 2006, 
In s ty tu t Pamięci Narodowej Komisja Ścigania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi 
Polskiem u, 810 pp., bibl., index of persons, sum . in English.

Jerzy  E isler’s m onum ental m onograph concerns m ainly various aspects of w hat 
is know n as “M arch 1968” in Poland, b u t it also show s o ther events of th a t year 
w hich were im portan t both  from the in ternational and  in ternal political points of 
view (above all, Poland’s partic ipation  in the arm ed in tervention  in Czechoslovakia 
on A ugust 21,1968) The au th o r h a s  based  h is conclusions on an  extrem ely vast 
am oun t of sources, especially the previously unknow n docum ents of the form er 
M inistry of In ternal Affairs, kept in the Archives of the National R em em brance 
Institu te . E isler p resen ts  h is reflections on the s tu d e n ts ’ political m ovem ent in 
the 1960s, the reshuffles in the party , an ti-Sem itic  purges in s ta te  in s titu tions 
an d  the  Rom an Catholic C h u rch ’s a ttitude  to the  s tu d e n ts ’ rebellion against 
a  b road background  of Polish and  global h istory  a t th a t time. (DJ)
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M arek Kazimierz K a m i ń s k i ,  W obliczu sowieckiego ekspansjonizmu. Poli
tyka Stanów Zjednoczonych i Wielkiej Brytanii wobec Polski i Czechosłowacji 
1945-1948 (Faced with Soviet Expansionism. The Policy of the United States 
and Great Britain towards Poland and Czechoslovakia in 1945-1948), W ar
szaw a 2005, Neriton, In sty tu t H istorii PAN, 376 pp., index of persons.

This is the second edition of the m onograph Poland and Czechoslovakia in the 
Policy of the United States and Great Britain 1945-1948  w hich w as published  in 
1991. The a u th o r focuses on the A nglo-Saxon pow ers’ role in the estab lishm en t 
of the Provisional G overnm ent of N ational Unity, d iscusses the ir a ttitu d e  to the 
1947 elections in Poland an d  to the s itua tion  after the rigged elections. He also 
depicts the policy w hich the U nited S ta tes  and  G reat B ritain  p u rsu ed  tow ards 
Czechoslovakia. The book ends w ith an  analysis of the two pow ers’ reaction  to the 
com m unist coup d ’é ta t in Czechoslovakia in February  1948. In the  a u th o r’s view 
it w as the lack of a coordinated policy tow ards East-C en tra l Europe on the p a rt 
of the U nited S ta tes  and  G reat B ritain  th a t enabled  S talin  to adopt the strategy 
of expansion. The a u th o r also po in ts ou t th a t W ashington did not u n d e rs tan d  the 
specific s itua tion  of the region. According to Kam iński, the United S ta tes  changed 
its policy too late. The book is based  on sources kept in the Public Record Office 
The au th o r h a s  also u sed  docum ents of the  Foreign D epartm ent of the C entral 
Com m ittee of the Polish W orkers’ Party  and  the  Foreign D epartm ent of the  C entral 
Executive Com m ittee of the  Polish Socialist Party  kept in the  Archives of M odem 
R ecords in W arsaw. (KK)

“K arta” (Warszawa), 2005, No 47, 160 pp.
The la te st issue  of the quarterly  “K arta” con ta ins m any unknow n or little know n 
docum ents. The issue opens w ith rem iniscences by Adam U zie m b ło , a n  activist 
of the Polish Socialist Party, who portrays, am ong o ther things, h is stay  in Moscow 
in 1905. The tex t h a s  a com m entary by Aniela U z i e m b ł o ,  who describes her 
fa ther’s political experiences in the Second Republic. The next article concerns 
the  Jew ish  com m unity a t Kozienice. A nna G r u p i ń s k a  p resen ts  un ique  pho to 
g raphs of the Kozienice Jew s and  describes the ir life. The text Sabotage 1942-
1945 con ta ins fragm ents of the  rem iniscences of S tefan  Dą m b s k i, m em ber of 
the  sabotage group of the Hyżne Home Army C entre, w hich he began to write 
down in the 1970s. The quarterly  also con ta ins m ateria ls concerning the  history  
of the Polish People’s Republic, over forty rem iniscences and  accoun ts w ritten  by 
persons who decided to em igrate to Sweden, and  a un ique collection of photo
g raphs by S tan isław  B o b e r  show ing persons who after the  w ar were evacuated 
from Poland’s form er easte rn  territories. The pho tographs were taken  a t the  Ligota 
railway sta tion  (near Katowice) in Ju ly  1945. The quarterly  ends traditionally  w ith 
a  list of acquisitions for the archives w hich the “K arta” centre h a s  been runn ing  
for years. (KK)

K rystyna K e r  s t e n ,  Pisma rozproszone (Scattered Essays), selected and  
edited by Tom asz S z a r o t a  an d  D ariusz Libio n ka, Toruń 2005, Wydaw
nictwo Adam M arszałek, 469 pp.

This is a  selection of sh o rte r texts by K rystyna Kersten, one of the m ost p rom inent 
h is to rian s specialising in Poland’s recen t history. The aim  of the a u th o rs  of the 
selection w as “to save from oblivion, and  p resen t to the younger generation  of 
researchers, texts ...w hich were pub lished  in ra th e r inaccessible periodicals or 
collective w orks and  also to recall h e r wise an d  penetra ting  sta tem en ts  m ade in 
the course of the infrequent interviews she  gave to jo u rn a lis ts”. The texts are 
divided into five parts . The first is entitled  “The professional eth ics of h is to rians, 
the  a ttitu d e  of in tellectuals and  the Poles’ h istorical consc iousness”. The second 
p a rt con ta ins texts concerning the  m ethods of h is to rian s who specialise in the 
h istory  of the Polish People’s Republic. The th ird  pa rt p resen ts  K rystyna K ersten’s 
sta tem en ts  on the Polish question  during  the Second World War. The fourth  pa rt
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deals w ith Polish-Jew ish  relations, and  the fifth p resen ts  texts connected w ith 
th e  genesis and  history  of People’s Poland. (DJ)

B arbara K l i c h - K l u c z e w s k a ,  Przez dziurkę od klucza. Życie prywatne 
w Krakowie, 1945-1989 (Through the Keyhole. Private Life in Cracow, 1945- 
1989), W arszawa 2005, Trio, 239 pp.

B arbara  K lich-Kluczewska exam ines those spheres of people’s lives w hich usually  
fail to a ttra c t the a tten tion  of h is to rian s or are regarded as not being w orthy of 
serious research . Her m ain  in te rest is the life of the  city, its houses and  flats, their 
grow th, and  various aspec ts of private life (relaxation, society life). She also w anted 
to show  w hether the com m unist system  m ade an  im pact on the m entality  of the 
in h ab itan ts  and  to estab lish  the extent of the  com m unist au th o rities’ control over 
private life in the city. The book is based  on sources kept m ainly in the  S tate  
Archives in Cracow, the H istorical M useum  of the City of Cracow, the E thno 
graphic M useum  in Cracow, an d  the  Archives of the Jagiellonian  University. The 
au th o r  h a s  also u sed  m any pub lished  and  u npub lished  diaries as well as eight 
accoun ts  w hich she  herself collected. (KK)

Krzysztof K o s i ń s k i ,  Oficjalne i prywatne życie młodzieży w czasach PRL 
(The Official and Private Life o f Youth in the Polish People’s Republic), 
W arszawa 2006, R osner & Wspólnicy, 416 pp., bibl., index of persons.

The a u th o r show s the dual lives of several generations of school pupils in the 
Polish People’s Republic. He analyses, on the one hand , the  au tho rities’ endeav
o u rs  to subord inate  the  y o u th ’s life to an  ideological scenario, and  on the  other, 
th e  em ergence of enclaves of privacy in w hich young people tried to function 
ou ts ide the  official com m unism -insp ired  pa tte rn . K osiński describes the conse
quences of these p rocesses: the young people tried to dodge obstacles an d  pick 
the ir way th rough  the difficulties, betw een the  ideas proclaim ed by the school and  
official propaganda, the  principles prom oted by the C hurch  and  the family and  
th e  values p ropagated  by you th  cu ltu re . The re su lt w as th a t young people would 
sh u t them selves up  in privacy, being convinced th a t “no th ing  could be done”. The 
au th o r h a s  m ade u se  of a  very broad source base, especially se ts of docum ents 
kep t in the  Archives of M odem  Records, the S tate  Archives in Cracow and  G dańsk  
as well as school archives. (DJ)

Ku zw ycięstwu “Solidarności”. Korespondencja Am basady USA w Warsza
wie z  Departamentem Stanu, styczeń-wrzesień 1989 (Towards “Solidarity’s ” 
Victory. Correspondence between the USA Embassy in Warsaw and the State 
Department, January-September 1989), Preface by Jo h n  R. D a v i s  J r ., 
in troduction  an d  selection by Gregory F. Dom b er, worked ou t by Gregory 
M. D o m b e r , M ariusz J a s t r z ą b ,  Andrzej P a c z k o w s k i ,  Paweł S o 
w i ń s k i ,  W arszawa 2006, In s ty tu t S tudiów  Politycznych Polskiej Akademii 
Nauk, 420 pp., index of persons, sum . in English.

The secrecy b an  on the docum ents included in th is volum e w as lifted by the S tate  
D epartm ent on the m otion of T hom as B lanton, d irector of the  National Security  
Archive a t the  George W ashington University in W ashington. In reply to T hom as 
B lan ton’s request the  S ta te  D epartm ent m ade 647 docum ents available wholly 
and  37 partly. Seven cables rem ained secret. All in all, 3516 pages ceased to be 
secret. E ighty-six  docum ents from the period betw een Ja n u a ry  5, 1989 and  
Septem ber 29,1989  have been  published . Most of them  are cables sen t from 
W arsaw  and  signed by the USA am bassado r Jo h n  Davis or h is deputy  Daryl N. 
Jo h n so n , an d  cables from W ashington signed by the  Secretary  of S tate  Ja m e s  A. 
B aker or o ther senior officials of the  A m erican adm inistra tion . The m ajority of the 
cables analyse the  political situa tion  in Poland. They show  th a t W ashington’s 
reaction  to the political changes in Poland w as very restra ined  a t first. The 
A m ericans were afraid th a t speedy changes m ight endanger the delicate s tru c tu re
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of the “round  tab le”. As late as A ugust 1989 m any Am erican politicians were afraid 
of Soviet reaction to a  “Solidarity” governm ent, w hich does not m ean th a t they 
did no t welcome it. Later on, American su p p o rt for Polish transform ations w as 
m ore resolute. The docum ents are preceded by A m bassador D avis’s preface which 
outlines h is m ission in Poland and  provides a w ider background to the events 
m entioned in the docum ents. (DJ)

M arek L a s o t a  in association  w ith M arek Z a j ą c ,  Donos na Wojtyłę. Karol 
Wojtyła w teczkach bezpieki (Information against Wojtyła. Karol Wojtyła in 
the Files of  the Security Service), afterw ord by Ryszard T e r l e c k i ,  Kraków
2006, Wydawnictwo Znak, 348 pp., index of persons, ills.

This descrip tion  of the activities conducted  by the Security  Service against Karol 
Wojtyła is interwoven w ith m any quo ta tions from official docum ents. The first 
docum ent of the Security  Service quoted  by the au th o r com es from 1945 or 1946, 
the  las t one from D ecem ber 1983. On the basis  of files p roduced m ainly by the 
Cracow organs of the Security  Service, the au th o r p resen ts  the opinions and  
ag en ts’ inform ation on the fu tu re  Pope from the  tim e w hen he began theological 
s tud ies and  becam e vice-chairm an  of s tu d e n ts ’ self-governm ent a t the Jagiello- 
n ian  University, th rough  his stay  in the pa rish  of Bińczyce, the  tim e w hen he w as 
b ishop surrogate  in Cracow (from 1958) un til the  day he w as elected Pope (1978) 
an d  m ade his first pilgrimage to Poland in 1979. The a u th o r describes all th is 
aga in s t a  wide background  show ing the  functioning of the security  service in 
Cracow. (DJ)

Polska 1944/45-1989. Studia i materiały (Poland 1944/45-1989. Studies 
and Materials), vol. 7, W arszawa 2006, 410 pp.

This is a successive volume in the series w hich the C entre for Poland’s P o s t-1945 
H istory of the Institu te  of H istory of the Polish Academy of Sciences has been 
producing for a num ber of years now. The volume contains the following studies: 
The Fate o f Cham Hirszman as a Contribution to Reflections on Remembrance of 
the Holocaust and on Post-war Polish-Jewish Relations by D ariusz Libionk a , 
Polish Youth Doing Civilian and Military Studies in the USSR during the Period of 
Classic Stalinism 1950-1956/7  by Mirosław G o l o n ,  The State “Artos” Artistic 
Events Organisation and Its Functioning in 1950-1954  by Iwona M i e r n i k ,  The 
Propaganda o f Work Competition by H ubert Wi l k ,  The Inner History o f an 
Unsuccessful Escapefrom a Prison in Sieradz in December 1955 and its consequen
ces by T adeusz W ol s z a ,  The Question of the “Letter Signed by 34 Persons” in the 
Materials of the Ministry fo r  Internal Affairs by K onrad R o k i c k i ,  Social Reactions 
to Meat Shortages in Poland in 1945-1989  —  an Outline o f the Problem by D ariusz 
J a r o s z ,  An Outline o f the History of Drunkenness in the Polish People’s Republic 
(PRL). The PRL Models o f Alcohol Drinking by Krzysztof K o s i ń s k i .  The volume 
also con ta ins docum ents: m inu tes of the m eeting of the  Chief Council of the 
Episcopate, held on D ecem ber 29 ,1970 (worked o u t by Jerzy  E i s l e r  and  J a n  
Ż a r y n )  and  the decision on Poland’s m ilitary expenses in 1971-1975, taken  by 
the Com m ittee for the C ountry’s Defence an d  the P resid ium  of the G overnm ent 
in Ja n u a ry  1971 (elaborated by A leksander K o c h a ń s k i )  as well as reviews. (DJ)

Rok pierwszy. Powstanie i działalność aparatu bezpieczeństwa publicznego 
na Rzeszowszczyźnie, sierpień 1944-lipiec 1945 (Year One. The Formation 
and Activity o f the Public Security Apparatus in Rzeszów Region, August 1944
— July 1945), selected and  edited by D ariusz I w a n e c z k o  and  Zbigniew 
N a w r o c k i ,  Rzeszów 2005, In s ty tu t Pamięci Narodowej, 276 pp., index of 
place nam es and  persons.

A successive publication  b rough t ou t by the  National R em em brance Institu te  
depicting the o rganisation  an d  activity of com m unist security  organs. The p re 
vious volum e of th is series dealt w ith the Lublin region; h is to rian s from the
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National R em em brance Institu te  have now focused on the Rzeszów region. The 
au th o rs  of the volume, D ariusz Iwaneczko and  Zbigniew Nawrocki, have selected 
178 im portan t docum ents from the years 1944-1945 w hich depict the formation, 
organisational s tru c tu re s  an d  program m atic ideas of the  security  service in th is 
region. They describe the m ethods u sed  to com bat the  underground , to streng then  
people’s power and  defeat the enemy. According to the au tho rs, the docum ents 
show  th a t the chiefs of the security  ap p a ra tu s  did w hat the ir principals in Moscow 
ordered them  to do. The book is equipped w ith indexes of persons and  place nam es 
and  m any footnotes w hich m ake it easier for the reader to g rasp  the m eaning of 
the quoted  sources. (KK)

Jacek  Zygm unt S a w i c k i ,  Bitwa o prawdę. Historia zmagań o pamięć 
Powstania Warszawskiego 1944-1989 (The Battle Jor Truth. The History of  
Endeavours to Preserve the Memory of  the Warsaw Rising, 1944-1989), 
W arszaw a 2005, W ydawnictwo DiG, 231 pp., index of persons.

Jacek  Z. Saw icki’s book, a study  in the h istory  of m entality, show s how the 
mem ory of the  W arsaw  Rising w as kep t in people’s m inds in the Polish People’s 
Republic (PRL) and  depicts the efforts to preserve th is memory. On the basis  of 
an  extensive research  in the Archives of M odem  Records and  the Archives of the 
National R em em brance Institu te  the au th o r exposes the  m an ipu lations of PRL 
propaganda to deform and  even falsify the  h isto ry  of the Rising so as to finally 
o u st it from public d iscussion. Sawicki says th a t the com m unist au thorities 
regarded the W arsaw  Rising as a  symbol w hich delegitim ised their au thority  and  
kept u p  social resistance. The book is arranged  chronologically. The titles of the 
chap te rs. Manipulation (August —  November 1944), Memory Subjected to Surgery 
(1945-1948), The Recovery of  Memory (1956-1957), Life with a Stigma (1958- 
1970), What about Talking it Down? (1982-1989), depict the struggle to keep the 
Rising in m em ory an d  the successive stages of the “h istorical policy” p u rsu ed  by 
the PRL au thorities. In the las t chap te r the  a u th o r p resen ts  the resu lts  of 
sociological researches on the Poles’ h istorical m em ory carried  ou t in 1959-1988. 
According to the  au thor, the W arsaw  Rising h a s  always occupied a  very im portan t 
place in the  Poles’ h istorical consciousness. D uring the years of the  Polish People’s 
Republic m em ory of the  Rising enabled  the m ajority of Polish people to rally round  
the idea of independence. (KK)

Krzysztof S i d o r k i e w i c z ,  Represje organów wymiaru sprawiedliwości 
w sprawach politycznych w województwie pomorskim (bydgoskim) w latach
1945-1956 (Repressive Measures Applied in Political Matters in 1945-1956  
by the Administration of  Justice of  the Pomeranian /Bydgoszcz/ Voivodship), 
T oruń 2005, MADO, 437 pp., bibl., index of persons.

The a u th o r analyses the activity of m ilitary courts, general courts and  o ther 
o rgans of the adm in istra tion  of ju s tice  w hich exam ined cases of a political 
ch arac te r in Pom eranian  (Bydgoszcz) voivodship in 1945-1956. He also show s 
the fate of the  victim s of th is system , its m echanism  an d  the biographies of the 
m ost ru th le ss  judges and  p rosecu tors. The book also supplies inform ation on the 
repressive m easu res u sed  against the legal political opposition and  the Catholic 
C hurch , as well a s  on sabotage an d  espionage trials. The book is based  on the 
a u th o r’s analysis of sources kept in s ta te  cen tral and  regional archives as well as 
in the archives of m ilitary courts, general courts, the form er S tate  Security  B ureau 
(Bydgoszcz branch) and  the h ead q u arte rs  of Bydgoszcz Voivodship Police. (DJ)

Solidarność podziemna 1981-1989 (Underground Solidarity 1981-1989), ed. 
Andrzej F r i s z k e ,  W arszawa 2006, ISP PAN, Stow arzyszenie “Archiwum 
Solidarności”, 699 pp., index of persons an d  pseudonym s.

This book, w ritten  by a team  of researchers led by Andrzej Friszke, is one of the 
first com prehensive descrip tions of underg round  “Solidarity” in the 1980s. It
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contains stud ies on the Interim  C oordinating Com m ission, the  regional s tru c tu re s  
of underg round  “Solidarity” in G dańsk, Little Poland, Lower Silesia, Mazovia an d  
Łódź and  also detailed analyses of the  Interfactory W orkers’ “Solidarity” C om m it
tee and  the Interfactory “Solidarity” C oordinating Comm ittee, bo th  of them  active 
in W arsaw. A separate  study  deals w ith the Social Comm ittee for Science w hich 
played an  im portan t role am ong intelligentsia circles. The volum e also con ta ins 
reviews of “Tygodnik W ojenny” and  su ch  underg round  publications as “Nowa”, 
“Krąg”, CDN.

The au th o rs  concen trate  on estab lish ing  facts: the organization of the  
s tru c tu re s  of underg round  “Solidarity”, biographical d a ta  of its activists, its  
program m es. As the au th o rs  point out, the  g rea test controversies am ong th e  
“Solidarity” activists arose over the  problem  w hether the organisation  w as to be 
“a n  underg round  s ta te ” or “an  underg round  society”, in o ther words, w hether to 
build  an  organisation ready for a  decisive confrontation (e.g. a general strike), an  
organ isation  draw ing on the  trad ition  of the U nderground S ta te  from the tim es of 
the occupation, or ra th e r to adopt the “long m arch ” strategy, th a t is, to create a n  
independent p ress an d  publications, to rally independent circles (e.g. of sc ien 
tists), w hich would gradually  w eaken the s ta te ’s control over citizens. On the  
whole it w as the “long m arch ” stra tegy  th a t predom inated . Many initiatives were 
u n d ertak en  in accordance w ith th is conception, su ch  as the Council of National 
E ducation  and  the  extremely im portan t Social Com m ittee for Science an d  sm aller 
(but no less im portant) initiatives, e.g. the  Scholarsh ip  Aid Society.

The au th o rs  have used  sources difficult of access, su ch  as private collections, 
correspondence and  m any oral accoun ts (collected in the course of their research). 
Particularly  valuable were W iktor K u l e r s k i ’s archives from the years 1983- 
1986 w hich con tain  docum ents issued  by underg round  “Solidarity”. (KK)

“Solidarność” w imieniu narodu i obywateli (“Solidarity ” in the Name of the
Nation and the Citizens), collective work ed. by M arek L a t o s z e k ,  Kraków
2005, Wydawnictwo A rcana, 296 pp.

The book w as b rough t o u t to com m em orate the  25 th  ann iversary  of “Solidarity”. 
Among the au th o rs  are persons who a t the session  Change in the Political System, 
held  w ithin the fram ew ork of the 12th Polish Sociological Congress (Poznań, 
Septem ber 15-18, 2004), read  papers concerning The birth and development of 
the “Solidarity” social movement. Prospects o f a sovereign nation state and of civic 
society. The volum e also contains essays w ritten  specially for th is publication. 
Some of them  are of a  theoretical character, one is based  on the a u th o r’s own 
research , two have been w ritten  by h is to rian s from the N ational R em em brance 
In stitu te  who have u sed  m aterials of the  form er Security  Service. The volum e 
contains the following texts: The Concept o f “Solidarity” in Sociological Theory by 
M ichał K a c z m a r c z y k ,  The Nation’s Identity in Culture by F ranciszek A d a m 
s k i ,  The Construction o f the Nation’s and the S ta te’s Identity. Symbolic Conflict 
over the Preamble to the Constitution by E lżbieta H a ł a s ,  Selected Aspects o f the 
Citizens’ “Solidariy” Movement from  the Perspective o f a Quarter of a Century by 
A nna R ę b o w s k a ,  The Identity of Members o f the Political Elites and the Solidarity 
Tradition: Confusion and Illusion by Irena P a ń k ó w ,  The Non-female “Solidarity” 
by Ewa M a l i n o w s k a ,  The Gdansk Shipyard Workers. The Shaping and Disin
tegration o f the Shipyard’s Crew by Rom uald Ś m i e c h ,  The Polish United Workers ’ 
Party and “Solidarity” — an Alternative Scenario by Ł ukasz K a m i ń s k i ,  The 
Importance o f the Archives o f the Polish People’s Republic’s Special Services in 
Studies on the History o f the Independent Self-Governing Trades Union “Solidarity ” 
by Sławomir C e n c k i e w i c z ,  and  “Solidaňty” — a Social Movement, Revolution 
or an Uprising? by M arek L a t o s z e k .  (DJ)

Jacek  Te b inka, Nadzieje i rozczarowania. Polityka Wielkiej Brytanii wobec
Polski 1956-1970 (Hopes and Disappointments. Great Britain’s Policy towards
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Poland 1956-1970), W arszawa 2005, Neriton, In sty tu t Historii PAN, 434 pp., 
index of persons.

Jacek  Tebinka exam ines the successive stages of G reat B ritain’s policy tow ards 
the Polish People’s Republic during  the period w hen W ładysław G om ułka w as in 
pow er in Poland (1956-1970). He d iscusses G reat B ritain’s a ttitude  to the  changes 
w hich took place in Poland after October 1956, depicts B ritish diplom acy’s stance  
on the  R apacki p lan  and  analyses B ritish-Polish  diplom atic relations du ring  the 
Berlin crisis. He po in ts ou t th a t relations betw een the two countries deteriorated  
m arkedly in 1964-1967 and  says th a t B ritain’s in ternal political problem s exerted 
a n  influence on th a t coun try ’s policy tow ards the Polish People’s Republic. 
Particularly  in teresting  is the p a rt depicting the influence of B ritish m ass cu ltu re  
on Polish youth. The book is based  m ainly on the collections of the National 
Archives in Kew. The a u th o r h a s  also u sed  the collections kept in the  Archives of 
the Polish In stitu te  an d  the G eneral S ikorski M useum  in London as well as in the 
Archives of M odem  R ecords and  the  Archives of the M inistry of Foreign Affairs in 
W arsaw. The book ends w ith an  annex  w hich show s Polish-B ritish trade  in 
1956-1970, including the  export of Poland’s m ain  export item  a t th a t time, 
concrete (54,900 tonnes in 1967). (KK)

Władze komunistyczne wobec Kościoła Katolickiego w Łódzkiem 1945-1967 
(The Attitude o f the Communist Authorities to the Catholic Church in Łódź 
Region in 1945-1967), eds. J a n u s z  W r ó b e l  and  Leszek P r ó c h n i a k ,  
W arszawa 2005, In s ty tu t Pamięci Narodowej, 187 pp., index of persons.

The volum e contains twelve papers w hich show  various aspects of the  com m unist 
au th o ritie s’ policy tow ards the  Catholic C hurch  in the  Łódź Archdiocese. The 
following papers are included: The Main Directions o f the Communist S ta te’s Policy 
towards the Roman Catholic Church in 1966-1967  by Wiesław J a n  W y s o c k i ,  
The Situation o f the Łódź Church in the First Years after World War II by F ather 
Piotr Z w o l i ń s k i ,  The Activity o f the Security Service with Regard to the Roman 
Catholic Church in the Łódź Region in 1945-1956  by R adosław  P e t e r m a n ,  
Postwar Trials o f Catholic Priests Accused of Collaboration during the Nazi Occu
pation by S ebastian  Lig ow sk i, The Beginning o f the “Patriotic Priests ” Movement 
in the Southern Part o f the Włocław Diocese by F ather Antoni Pon iń sk i, Bishop 
Michał Klepacz, Chairman o f the Polish Episcopate’s Conference in 1953-1956  — 
the Meanders of the Church’s Policy by F a ther Jerzy  M yszo r, The Church in the 
Łódź Region in October 1956 by J a n u s z  W r ó b e l ,  Repressive and Annoying 
Administrative Measures Used against the Church in the Łódź Region in 1957-1967  
by Leszek P r ó c h n i a k ,  Religious Teaching in Łódź Voivodship in Comparison 
with Other Regions by H anna K o n o p k a ,  Religious Ministration fo r  Students in 
Łódź by Tom asz T obor e k, The Millennium Celebrations in the Łódź Diocese 
1966-1967  by Krzysztof L e s i a k o w s k i .  The a u th o rs  have m ade u se  of p re
viously unknow n docum ents from the  archives of the  Polish United W orkers’ Party 
an d  the security  service. They have cast light no t only on the  inner side of the 
com m unist au th o ritie s’ policy tow ards the  C hurch  b u t also on the  specific 
ch arac te r of the  diocese headed  by B ishop M ichał Klepacz, who becam e chairm an  
of the  Polish E piscopate after the a rre s t of Prim ate S tefan  Wyszyński. The au th o rs  
of the  papers  have draw n a tten tion  to the  specific ch arac te r of Łódź, a working 
class city w here the com m unist au thorities conducted  an  an ti-C h u rch  policy w ith 
particu la r consistency. (KK)

T adeusz W ol sz a . Za żelazną kurtyną. Europa Środkowo-Wschodnia, Zwią
zek Sowiecki i Józef Stalin w opiniach polskiej emigracji politycznej w  Wielkiej 
Brytanii 1944 / 1945-1953 (Behind the Iron Curtain. East-Central Europe, the 
Soviet Union and Joseph Stalin in the Opinions o f the Polish Political Emigration 
in Great Britain 1944/1945-1953), W arszawa 2005, In sty tu t H istorii PAN, 
288 pp.
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In 1945 som e 2 ,600 ,000  Poles were still living abroad. Most of them  re tu rn ed  to 
Poland b u t in 1948 the  n u m b er of em igres w as still estim ated  to am oun t to 
950,000. T adeusz Wolsza is in terested  m ainly in how the Poles who rem ained 
abroad, especially public ists an d  governm ent analysts, evaluated  the s itua tion  in 
C entral Europe and  the Soviet U ion during  the period of Stalinism . He concen
tra te s  on w hat w as know n as the Polish London. He h as  m ade u se  of p ress 
publications, expert appra isem ents m ade by Polish em igration au thorities, rem i
niscences, diaries and  even jokes an d  satirical draw ings w hich abounded  in the 
emigre press. According to Wolsza pessim ism  w as the prevailing mood. In the 
em igres’ opinion the aim  of the Kremlin w as to build  “a great, universal, m ilitarised 
to ta lita rian  s ta te ”. Hopes for a global conflict th a t would have liberated Poland 
an d  C entral Europe gradually  abated . More a tten tion  w as therefore being paid  to 
w hat w as going on beh ind  the iron cu rta in  th a n  to the hopes for a Soviet defeat. 
Wolsza’s book expands o u r knowledge of the h istory  of ideas by show ing how 
com m unism  w as viewed in the  W est in the second ha lf of the 20 th  century . (KK)

Elżbieta Z n a m i e r o w s k a - R a k k ,  Federacja Słowian południowych w po 
lityce Bułgarii po II wojnie światowej. Próby realizacji. Upadek (Federation of  
Southern Slavs in Bulgaria’s Policy after World War II. Endeavours to Put It 
into Effect. Collapse), W arszawa 2005, Neriton, In s ty tu t Historii PAN, 494 pp.

The book concerns the concept of a  B ulgarian-Y ugoslav federation, a  little know n 
idea w hich w as prom oted im m ediately after the w ar by the  com m unist leaders of 
B ulgaria (Georgi Dimitrov) an d  Yugoslavia (Josip Broz Tito). The au th o r poin ts 
ou t th a t the  idea of a  so u th  Slavonic federation occupied an  im portan t place also 
in the policies of the g reat powers: G reat B ritain, the U nited S ta tes an d  the  Soviet 
Union. The book opens w ith an  analysis of the  genesis of federalism  in the 
B alkans. The next chap te rs deal w ith M acedonia, a  territory claim ed by Yugosla
via, Greece an d  Bulgaria, an d  w ith the  form ation of the  idea of a  federation. It 
ends w ith the Soviet-Yugoslav m eeting in the  Kremlin on February  10,1948 
during  w hich S talin  criticised the  arb itra ry  political initiatives of B ulgaria and  
Yugoslavia. The idea of a  federation of so u th e rn  Slavs collapsed because of the 
Soviet-Yugoslav conflict w hich led to B ulgaria b reak ing  off diplom atic relations 
w ith Yugoslavia a t the end of 1948. The book is based  on sources kep t in the 
C entral Party  Archives of the B ulgarian C om m unist Party  in Sofia, the  C entral 
S ta te  Archives of the  Republic of Bulgaria, the  C entral H istorical Archives in Sofia, 
the Archives of the M inistry of In ternal Affairs in Sofia, the  Public Record Office 
in London, the C entral S ta te  Archives in B ratislava and  in the Archives of M odem  
Records an d  the  Archives of the  M inistry of Foreign Affairs in W arsaw. (KK)
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