Acta Poloniae Historica
67, 1993
PL I1SSN 0001-6829

Rysvardd Saczygiel

THE IMAGE OF LUBLIN IN POLISH RENAISSANCE
LITERATURE

The flifiteentth and sixteenth centuries were a period of the greatest
development of Lublin in modern times. Thanks to a favourable
configuration of numerous circumstamces, it advameed from a small
frontier mumicipality to one of the main towns in Poland, becoming, at
the same time, one of the more important centres of commerce in
Central-Eastern Europe'. This state of things was primarily the
consequence of the Polish-Lithuaniam union, which situated Lublin in
the very centre of the Jagiellonian monarchy, at the crossroads of three
economic areas, whose subsequent progtess required constant commer-
cial exchamge.? In this respect, it owed its fame to the fairs whose rhythm,
as H. Samsomowiicz aptly noticed, marked the existence of Lublin at
least from the middle of the fiifteentth century®. From that time up to the
end of the sixteenth century the town remained a prominent centre of
long distance exchange along the latitudinal route connecting Russia
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania with Central Poland, Silesia,
Germany and the whole of Western Europe®. During the sixteenth

"M. Matowiistt, Wischéd i Zachit! Europy w XWIHXXWI wieky (Easterm and
Westerm Euvopee in the ThiveeminhShieeotinth Centuiry),), Warszawa 1973, p. 190 sqq; M.
Bogucka, H. Samsomoow taz, Dz miast i mieszosdébsaa w Polsee meedroz-
biorowsjj (Thee Htarky of Towns and Burgihenss in Pre-Rurkttioon Poland]), Weoctaw 1986, p.
125, 165. 181, 189, 258, 321, 425.

2 The consequences of the Union for Lublin have been discussed by: K.
Myslliiftssdi i, W. momancthii jagitdlivakiele/ (In the Jagirllniaan Mansaebky,), in: Dzieje
Luibelbeezyyayy (Thiee Histamy of the Luldliin Regiam), vol.l, ed. T.. Meacek e/, Mirszawa
1974, p. 183 549.

H.. Samsosewviazw i c z, Handtd! Luibliira: na przadtonide XV i XU T wiekw (sl Trade

at the Turn of the Fifieenith and Sisteeotith Centuny),), “Przeglad Historyczny™ vol. 59: 1968,
p. 612-615.

* A. Wawnzyiooaykk, Swudita z driefdnw handly Polsikii 2 Wieliim Rsigstmem
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century its significance increasingly depended on trade directed to the
south-east — the Muslim countmies and the Ukraine, and towards the
north — Gdaifisk. Use was made both of road transport and the
intermediary of Kazimierz Dolny, which played the role of a port on the
Vistula, and served the Lublin fairs®. The fact that Sebastian Klonowie,
an author and bencher from Lublin, devoted two of his compositions
— Rollssdémida and The Raffssmann — to those two routes® is worthy of
particular attention.

The promotion of the town on the Bystrzyca river to the rank of one
of the big urban centres in the Commomwealth contributed to the rise of
its political importamce. In 1474 Lublin became the seat of the third
voivodship in Little Poland, which included the Lublin’ and Lukéw
districts excluded from the Sandomierz voivodship”. Subsequentily, in
the course of the fifteemth and at the beginning of the sixteenth century
both Lublin and Urzedéw were the seats of the local gentry diets; from
1532 on Lublin only had to play the role of a host for gentry
conventioms®. Lublin also played an important role in state and Church
administration. At the same time, due to the fact that it was situated on
the route linking two main capitals — Cracow and Vilno — it was the
frequent host to the royal court, especially during the reign of the last
Jagiellons.? Lublin became also the scene of several Seyms with the most
important one — the Seym of 1568-1569, at which the real union
between Poland and Lithuania was signed. The location of Lublin and

Litrewisdiinn i Rosjiy w XWAT wiekw (Swdiéss ficom the Histemy of Polisth Trade with the Grand
Ducthy of Lithuaméa and Russim in the Sixeeatith Century)), Warszawa 1956; H .
Samsomoomwi caz, Hamdi! Libhhoa. massm,

5S. Kutetwe ba, Wista w histoviii gospethmceeyj Pobskii (THe Wistuba in Palish
Economiir Histangy,), Lublin 1918, p. 35; J. K us, Udzial Kazimiérraa Dolbhegw w sphawie
wislanmym of XWI do XTI wiekw ( The Partizijjatidon of Kaziimiérez Dolimy in Transpent: on the
Vistula fficrm the Sinteeewith to the Eighteamih Century)) in: Problemyy dzigjiomw i kionsenwacii
miast zatbytkoowsich (Pratfiéems of the Histamy and Consewvatioon of Mamuneet: Toowmss),
Radom-Kazimierz Dolny 1990, p. 48-56.

© See commentaries in: R . Szczygiicdt, Lutbllin osrodkiarm wielkizgw handi w XV
i XWI wiekw (Lublin as the Centwre of Great Trade in the Fifteentth and Sixteeptish Centvary ) im:
Spojizamiéa w proesitséc Lubelbrroyyayy (Into the Past of the Lubliin Regiam)), Lublin 1974, p.
35

TIK.. My$liimskii, Powstamée wojewddztrvea lubelskitgm (THee Origin of the Lublin
Woivodsitifp)) in: Spojizaméa w przassidésc Lulbelbezeyymny, .., p. 18-23.

8 W. Stadkowssdii, Skita spofeczmy, wyzmanitovy i ideologia sejmitky [ibedidkiego
w l. 157216548 (Thee Sociial! and Religiiouss Compassitoon As Well As Ideology of the Lublin
Locall Diet in the Years 1572-1k845,), Annales UMCS, Sectio F, v. XII, 1957, p. 132.

% A. Gasiiorowsskii, lineanizz dwu ostatnidth Jagiellandaiw (The Itinevariéa of the
Two Last Jagilingy), “Studia Historyczne”, 16: 1973, no. 2, p. 250-273.
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its role in the political life of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
apparently were the reason why during the intervegmum after the death
of Sigismund August, it was propased to elect the new monarch exactly
in the environs of this town,' a plan which was never realised; instead of
Lublin Warsaw became the place of royal elections.

An important role in the consolidation of the position enjoyed by
Lublin was also played by the localization of the Crown Tribunal in
1578. This supreme appeal court for the gentry functioned in Lublin for
the province of Little Poland (the Cracow, Sandommierz, Lublin,
Podlasie, Belz, Ruthenia, Podolia, Braclaw and Kiev voivodships)".

Lublin was also a prominent centre of cultural life of the Common-
wealth. It was the hometowm of Biernat, the first author who wrote in
the Polish language™. Its role in the Reformation was also considerable.
From the 1570s the Lublin centre was decisive for the Arian movement
at least up to 1598%. The role undoulbirdly contributed to the
establishment of a Jesuit college which rapidly began dictating the new
cultural atmosphere of the town'.

Lublin was well-known not only in Renaissance Poland but in the
whole of Europe. It was often mentioned in various descriptions of
Poland, reports by envoys and legations, and in historical and even
literary works.

I shall discuss these data in the following groups:

— the location of the town and its appearance,
— functions, especially commerciiall and political;
— extraordinary events and daily life.

It should be mentioned that Ambrogio Cantarimi who travelled

across Poland in 1474, upon his arrival on 19 April, found Lublin to be

WS, Orzelisdii, Bezidddwida ksiag o$mianw. 1572-165%6 (Bt Books of an
Invevvegmuem, 1572-167%),), ed. E. Kumtzze, Krakéw 1917, p. 6.

UH. Rutkowsskii, Trydunall Kovanmy (VS781799%) (e Crownm Tiibunal
(I5731799%) ), “Palestra™, 1978, no 10, p. 6-7.

2 A, Briickmeer, Biernair z Lublina: ( Biernalr of Lublin), Polsiii Stownikc Biingraficz-
ny (Pallidh Biograghded! Dictianaryy,), vol. 11, Krakdw 1936, p. 84-85; R. Szczygiet,
Biernalr z Lubllives ( Bievnair of Ludllin)), Lublelii i sfownilk biogralfizoywy (WLalbim Biographical
Dietianaryy,), vol. I (in print).

8S.. Twomrekk, Zhir ariafishii ijago rola w ruchu ariaisikivm w Polsee w XV | XTI
wiekuw ( The Aviam Chuweth and its Rolk in the Aviam Mawemesiat in Pollandi during the Seitieenth
and Sevenisepith Centtuyy,), Lublin 1966, p. 7.

“ This topic was discussed by L. Z a lleewvsskkiiiin: Katedra iijezuici willubinie ( THee
Catttedhet! and Jesuitts of Lutbliin)), Lublin 1947,



94 RYSZARD SZCZYGIEL

“a comfortable town with a castle"'®. Similar impressions were noted
down by Aleksander Gwagnin and Marcin Kromer who frequented the
town upon various occasions in the sixteenth century®. The second of
these authors wrote in Polamiaz that “It is not a large town but
nomeitielless full of beautiful buildimgs™"'. Let us add that since Kromer
saw Lublin prior to the great fire of 1575 which destroyed almost the
whole town, his remarks are extremely valuable.

The celebrity of the town due to its location was also stressed in their
reports by the papal nuncio, Fluvio Ruggeri in 1565%, the envoy of the
Venetian Commonwealith, Hieronirn Lippomano in 1575, who emp-
hasized its place “in the midst of all the Polish prowinces™" and
Stanistaw Sarnicki in his Deseripiitv veters et hovae Poloniagz, published
in 1585%. The fullest description of the attractions of the town was
provided by Sebastian Klonowie who did not spare exaggerated praise
in his poem entitled Philtron®™ In Roisodémida, issued in 1584, the poet
also included a flattering depiction of this town despite the fact that
Lublin was not part of Red Ruthenia, the description of which was the
real topic of the poem??,

Let us mention that Lublin was considered part of Red Ruthenia by
Jan Krasinski in his description of Poland™; it is not surprising

SSA. Camttariini, Podviiz preaz Polsy 1474-UES (M Jowmssy Acvess Poland.
147410785 ) in: Cudzaziéenayy o Polsce. Relacj i opinie (Foreignssss aboutr Polandl. Reports
and %HM} ed. A. Przylboss, R. Zelewskii vol. 1, Krakdw 1971, p. 106.

A . Gwagminn, Kromika Sarmacifé/ europeipes; (Tiee Chvomitdte of Hunopean
Savmatiay,), transi, by M. Paszkowsddii, ed. F. Bohoma kec, Watszawa 1768, p.
197-198;, M. Kromesr, Polka: ezylli o poloiamivy, ludnosei;, obyerajpeth, unzedach
i sprawaath publiczmpth Krélesmar Polskirg ksiegii dwie (Polamll, oF on the Licecsiion,
Populhtiton, Custemss, Offitsss and Public Issues of the Polisth Kingdom in Two Bdokks),
transi, by S. Kazikowski, Olsztya 1977, p. 62.

7 [toidiem.

Relacjie nuncjuszisw apostelidcty i innycth 0s6b o Polsee od roku 1548 do 1690
(Repoviss of Apostliic Numcinss and Other Persons about Poland ffiom the Year 1548 io
1690)eed. E.. Rylk aczewskk i Berlin 1864, vol. I, p. 125.

Thidleom.

#'S. Sarnicki, Descrititp veteris et novae Polomiat..., in: J. Dhugosz,
Histantéa Polowiarz, vol. 2, Lipsiae 1712, col. 905.

'S, Klomomit,, Phitwen, transi, by S. Moromicewitez, quoted after: A.
Grycthoomskk i, Lubllin i Lutelbzozypana w 2yeiiu i twévezassi pisanzyy polbiicdh (\Lubbittn and
the Lulbliin Regiom in the L and Works of Polisth Writeny)), Lublin 1974, p. 25-26.

2 Ziamige Rusii Czerwansdj ( Roxalinia ), poemair S. Klonowia, (ILanilds of Red Mitbenia
(Roxelam#)), a Poem by S. Klonowiz)), transl, by W. Syr o komliea, Wilfe 1851, p. 23.

283.. Krasifskii, Polsiar czylli opisamiie hiswmperacappargfigioene (Palhndd, oF an
Histericed/Toppoppiphic  Deseviptioon), tramsl. S. Budziifisdkii, Warszawa 1852,
p. L12.
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therefore, that William Bruse, an English envoy, called Lublin “the
metropoly of Rus"?,

We also owe to Klonowie information about the town’s architecture
in his description of the fire which broke out in the night of 7 May 1.575%.
He listed the beautiful Cracow Gate which burnt down together with
porches, ballustradies, guardrooms, from which trumpeters announced
each hour, a magnificent clock and “globe-shaped roof covered with
lead sheets™. The fire also totallly destroyed the Domimican church of St.
Stanistaw, and the tower of the St. Michael parish church, visible even
from a distance of 5 miles; the tower was covered with copper and
topped with a gilt ball with a cross and an iron flag which indicated the
direction of the wind. The fire devoured the newly erected parish school
and the townhalll as well as many houses within the city walls and in the
Cracow suburb.

Halina Wisniewska believes that the description offered by Klono-
wie possesses great literary merits®. She also stresses that none of this
author’s works presented such a plastic vision of reality described from
personal experience.

Much attention was devoted by the descriptions, chromicles and
literary sources to the commercial functions of Lublin. Many authors
mentioned its famous fairs; Gwagnin and Sarnicki listed three annual
gatherimgs” while Krasinski, Lippomano and Orzelski — one®. The
accent was placed on the international character of those events.
“Traders from distant countries”, wrote Gwagnin, *“Turks, Armenians,
Greeks, Germams, Lithuaniams, Muscovites and others from closer and
more distant lands came to these fairs"?°. Krasinski also mentioned the
inhabitants of Livonia, Prussia, Hungary, Valachia and Jews®. Kromer
stated generally: “The town (...) is famous for its commercial exchange

% ) Relaticon of the Swtte of Polonia. Ammo 1598, in: Elewantea ad fombinm cetifiones,
vol. XIII, Romae 1965, p.7. About the authorship of this report see: E.A.. Mlierzwa,
Angiidiea relacja o Polsce z rokw 1598 (Mn Englisth Repaent: abouwr Poland ffiavm 15538),
Annales UMCS, Sectio F, v. XVII 1962 (printed in 1966), p. 87-111.

2 The State Archive in Lublin, Registers of the Town of Lublin, 150, p. 253-254,
transl, by S. Paull owa, in: “Raezmik Lubelski”, vol. XCI: 1973, p. 222-225.

% H.WWibanéowsklaa, Remesansoovee 2y i driety Selbestizmea Fabiana Klimowica
(Titee Renaifsemcee Life and Works of Selbastizan Fabiam Klonowis)), Lublin 1985, p. 41-42.

7 Gwaggvinn, Kronikar..., p. 198; Sarmiiakkii, Deseritifo..., col. 905.

% K rasiirssdii, Polskar..., p. 112; Relacje nuncjiusziiw..., p. 249, @rzelski,
Bezirédéwida ksiag osmiara... p. 23.

* Gwaggrinn, Kronika.... p. 198.

¥ K rasiitssdii, Polskar.... p. 112.
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in which Christian nations participate together with pagan ones™3!.

The greatest attention was paid to Lublin upon the occasion of the
political events which took place there. The chromiclers recall successive
stays of the royal court and the diets which occurred here, the best
described being the one which was convened in the years 1568-1569, and
which witnessed the signing of the Polish-Lithuanian union, known as
the Union of Lublin. This fact is recorded amomg others in the
anonymous Natass of a Litthieméan written down by one of the courtiers
of Sigismund August™. The union Seym was described in every detail in
a rhymed report by Jan Ponetowski, who also enummerated the
attending senators and deputies, as well as foreign envoys. He commen-
ted on the atmosphere in the town during the Seym sessions in a rather
dubious way: “Things are badly off in Lublin/ Some cry and others
laugh while doing evil deeds™.

An event which was reflected in the works of various men of letters
was the homage paid by Albrecht Friedrich, the Duke of Prussia, to
Sigismund August on 19 July 1569. It was described in the chromicles i.a.
of Gwagnin and Bielski* while the famous poet Jan K ochamawskii (who
was present at that time in Lublin as is proven by Mirostaw Korolko)*®
wrote an extensive poem entitled The Banmner;, or the Prugsiam Hiomage™.
The compasition was given the form of scenes painted on a banner
which was handed to the vassal; they were depicting the history of
relations between Poland and the Teutomic Knights, and predicted
a great future for the Slavic World.

A description of the Prussian homage together with the information
about the site of the happening — the square before the Cracow Gate

3 K romeers, Polskar..., p. 52

2 Zagiskki Linmineg, sfugi i wychowanitea Zygnentaa Augustea (1. 1560-15923) (Waiess of
a Lithiaméan, a Servanir and Ward of Sigismindd Augustr (1560-13593), in: Bitblicteka
Nauvkowego Zakiadu im. Ossolifiskich, vol. XI, Lvov 1868, p. 277.

3] Pomgttowssdii, Sejim walny kovennyy lubelskii. (Thee Generall Crowm Seym in
Ludliim), in: Kréthiith rzeczy polbilicth sejmomyebh pamigoii godimgalh komemearz (M Brief
Commerriaayy on Polisth Seyrm Maiteess Wortthy of Remambbeasee), ed. J.K. Twrowskii,
Krakoéw 1858, p. 23.

wGWagm’hn, Kromilfea..., p. 394, M. Bielskii, Kronika Polskas (Tiee Polish
Chroniidliy), Warszawa 1832, p. 1173-180.

5 M. Konrollkoo, Glosy rédioue do “Pregumea albo HoMliuy Pruskiegps” Jana
Kocttanowvekkaggo (Soucee Glosses to the “Bammar or the Prussiam Homagee” by Jan
Kocttanmovekk) ), “Odrodzenie i Reformacja w Polsce™, vol. XXV, 1981, p. 167.

% 3. Kochamomskkii, Propensec albo Hold! pragikii (The Bawmman or the Mnussian
Homagge ) in: Dzidta polifiée (Polisth Works)ed. J. K rzyZzamoomssk i, Warszawa 1989,
p. 81-90.
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(today Lokietek Square) — was also presented in The Gereral Crown
Seym in Luitllin written by Jan Ponetowski®’.

An interesting raport about the events which took place in Lublin in
March and April 1569 is contained in a diary by Hans Schweinichen,
a servant of Henry, the Duke of Legnica, a candidate to the Polish
throme, who described his jourmey to King Sigismund August. Duke
Henry was welcomed in Lublin with all due honouns; he was accom-
panied by a large entourage, compaosed of 150 horses either pulling carts
or saddled®,

Schweinichen emphasized that the court of the Duke of Legnica was
accommodated in two houses in the center of the city, while to the
Bishop of Olomouc, who acted as imperial envoy, were assigned
quarters “outside the town™. He complained however, about incon-
veniencies, saying that “in Lublin we had such uncomfortafble quarters
that at home pigs live better, since my father and Hans Sedlitz the elder
had to sleep together in the attic, while I and young Hans Sedlitz lay (...)
on hay™.

Another event in Lublin which resounded with a great echo in the
literature of the period was the incident involving an Erazm Otwinow-
ski, who during a Corpus Christii procession in 1564 tried to tear out
a monstrance from the hands of the priest. It was mentioned in the
contemporary Unkmomm Aviam Chromiale edited recently by Lech
Szczucki® described also by Andrzej Lubieniecki in his Adlorautychia®
as well as by his cousin Stanistaw™. Cathallic writers for a long time
recalled this incident as an example of blasphemy and godlessness®.

The attention of men of letters was drawn to the sudden death of Jan
Kochamowski, the greatest Polish Renaissance poet which took place in

3 P omgtbows k k, SS4jm walny..,, p. 32. .

® Pamigmik Hansa Schweinichbeaa do driejiow Stasiea i Polskii (Tee Diary of Hans
Sethueimaebben to the Histamy of Silesite and Polamd! 1552-16823), transd., by H. Feld-
mamomsskk j, Dresden 1870, p. 8.

¥ fbiidm, p. 9, 13.

O L. Szczwakii, “Niznenepj Kronilii Aviantkiey]” czes pievmszza (The First Partt of
the “Unitnewwn Aviam Chromiadk’),), in: Wolkid! dzigjiomw i tradjaiji ariamizmu (Manndd the
Histaryy and Traditiom of Avianiism)), Warszawa 1971, p. 170.

““A. Lubieniecki, Polomeutyghia,ed. A. Limdiaa, M.. MaciigjjewsKaa, J.
Tazbbirr, Z. Zawadl4ddi i, Warszawa 1982, p. 143, 160.

2§ Lubieniecki, Histanéa reformativoiss Polovicar:, Varsoviae 1971, p. 171-172.

# This literature has been listed by S. Twormedk, Zitir lubelsiki..,, p. 32. See also:
Z proessibésii kultunathegj Lubelreoyyeyy (Fram the Cubwiall Past of the Luibliin RRggion),
Lubin 1978, p. 30-31.
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Lublin during the session of the Senate of the Commomaelitth in Lublin
in August 1584*. It was recorded by Andrzej Trzecieski® and Joachim
Bielski in a supplement to the chromicle by his father*, as well as
mentioned in a biography of the poet, ascribed to Jan Brozek and later
utilised by Szymon Starowolskii in A Hundbae! Polisth Auttiorss*.. Note of
the event was also made by Father Jan Wielewicki in the Jowmal/ of the
Jesuiir Order in Cracow'®.

The most extensive work was written by Sebastian Klonowie, who in
the following years (1585) published in Cracow Funevall Sovvawss in
Howmawr of the Well Borm and Leamed! Gentlemam Noifiliés Jan Radhamow-
skii, Deceasady... Worithy Pole, Bold Nottlkmasn and Gracious Poet™. The
thirteen Sovromss in which the Lublin poet once again displayed his
erudition, present the atmosphere following the great loss. Among the
towns which mourmed after the death of Kochamaowski Klonowie
mentions also Lublin.

Sixteenth-century writers who described Lublin often drew attention
to the everyday life and customs of its inhabitants. We encounter this
everyday’s life reality in the works of Klonowie, especially in his

#“ R. Szczygirdl, Okalitzrossti $mikuaii | pogrzathy Jana Kocthanewskkeggo ( Qivaums-
tances of the Deatth and Funeral/ of Jam Koctananwskki) in: Jam Koctanonwskki. W ccriewachset-
lecie $miercii (Jan Kochamamsiti. On the Four Hundbedihh Anniuensaryy of His Deattt)), Lublin
1991, p. 211-219.

® A. Trzeciiessdii, Caminm. Wiersze lacifslite (Carmiinar. Latiim Poems)) ed. by J .
K rolkowskk i, Wroctaw 1958, p. 461 — Trenodia: na pogrzathiu najszlhatietnisissegg o Pana
Jarar Koctanaomskkeggo (Fumenall Poems at the Funeral of the Mostr Nelbk M. Jan
Kocthamawsik),), Elegie ( (éggiss).

1. Bielskii, Kronille: Mancihea Bielskiagm (Thee Chromiilk of Manaiin Bielsii),), ed.
J.K. Tureowskkii,, Sanok 1856, book VI, p. 1522.

47 Wita Joannits Cochamamiciii. Przy wyd. MIT. Cicereniis Avatuss (Wisa Joannis
Cocthanmmiii. Upon the Occasiem of Publistingg MIT. Ciceromiss Avatus)), Cracoviae 1612. On
the authorship see: H. Bairyoazz, Dokeltu najstanseeego zyciiomyssu Jama Kéobhanowdkiego
(Concerniing the Oldest Biograpity of Jan Kocharowmsky) in: Z zasciamiéen na Parnas (Friom
the Proviieess onto the Parnasus)). Krakdw 1981, p. 285, sqq; Sz. Sttarowolskii,
Setnikk pisanzyy polsiicth (Hundded/ Polisth Writens)), ed. J. Starmaawsddkii, and F.
Bielak, Krakéw 1970, p. 105.

“ Father J. Wielewiicdd |, Dziknnikk sprave zakenw: OO. Jeiitiw u sww. Barhary
w Krakawée od 1579 do 1599 (Joumad! of the Jesuitr Order at St. Barbanaiss in Cracowm firam
1579 to 1599), ed. J. Szujski, in: Scriptarass Rerum Polomizanumy, vol. V11, Krakow
1881, p. 66.

# S.F. Klomowikg, Zalk nagroline na slachetnite urodmneggo i znagzniée wiczomego
meza, nieboszazykba Pana Jama: Kocthanowskidggo... (Funereal Sorvawss in Homaur of the Mlell
Born and Leannad! Gentlemam, Jan Kocttanmwekk i, Deceasedi..)), Lublin 1988. There also
a presentation of the circumstamces of the appearamce of this eemposition.
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didactic-momiiistic poem Phitnam™, in his Sack of Judas™ as well as
Wictovim deorumi™. It is particularly the second of these works which is
simply permeated with a rather critical evaluation of the social relations
in the town.

Certain elements of Lublin’s daily existence were depicted by J.
Ponetowski™ as well as by an anonymous Protestant, who could be
Erazm Otwimowaikit™. Two epigrams: On Poisom and On the Apit and
Clever Dodigar Who Latar Was a Knowm Thieff®, included in the
collection, published by I. Chrzanowski, refer in particular to the
situation in Lublin and disapprowve the local morals and customs.

The above outlined picutre of the life in Lublin during the
Renaissance era indicates the variety of its contents. This was a meeting
point for different nations, cultures, religions and customs, leading up to
their confrontation and even intermingling. In Polish realities this fact
pertained above all to the mutual impact of various social groups,
especially the gentry and the burghers. An historian approaches such
a picture, presented by literature which, as Andrzej Wyrobisz recently
stated, is the mirror of society, very cerefully indeed®. Nomettielless, this
valuable source cannot be ignored.

(Translatedhlyy Adedandrdra RBddbitée-Chojnowsia))

% philtham (..)) quo in aestinaibiis vis Charitatiss Christiknage expniimiioar ((...)
Cracoviae 1582; tramsl. by S. Moromiiewiiczz in: Sprawmaiddnige Dyveliciji SS#oly
Realrsij w KroSmite za rok szkaliyyy 1908 and 1911 (M Repontr of the Headinasteer of the
Secantthryy Scttaal! in Krosno ffor the Sctheel! Year 1908 and 1911). The composition was
dedicated to four couacillors and the court official of Lublin, members of the local
Literary Fraternity.
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