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Alina Kwiatkowska - Nature Conservation secretary and technical editor (1964 1991)
— left us forever

In the mid ofthe summer, on July
4t 2003, Alina Kwiatkowska, a
modest, friendly, long standing
and hard working secretary and
technical editor of Nature Con-
servation (Ochrona Przyrody),
left us.

Alina Kwiatkowska was bom
in the town of Kepno, on March
2nd 1926, where her father Jan
Porebski was the head director
ofthe High School for women.

Alina Kwiatkowska She spent her youth in several

*1929 12003 towns, including Grudziagdz,
Gniew, Chetmza. The beginning of World War Il met her in
Piekary Slaskie, from where, after incorporation of this town
to Germany, her family was deported by German troops to
Cracow. In Cracow she completed her secondary education
and in 1945, commenced studies at the Jagiellonian University.
Three years later, she started cooperation with the Department
of Nature Conservation: she was engaged in work for the
Committee of Nature Conservation of the Polish Academy of
Arts and Sciences. In the meantime, she got marriage and gave
birth to two boys.

Alina started her career as a scientist in 1956, soon after the
Nature Conservation Department of the Polish Academy of
Sciences was established. The Department was directed by one
ofthe mosteminent Polish botanists and nature conservationists,
Professor Wiadystaw Szafer. Many other outstanding scientists
were in the staffofthe Department, including Professor Walery
Goetel. There were also some younger staffmembers, including
Jerzy Fabijanowski, Bronistaw Ferens, Jan Konta$, Anna
Medwecka-Komas, and Stefan Myczkowski, who would soon
become acknowledged Polish professors. Among such noble
scientists, found herself Alina Kwiatkowska, a young Msc in
biology, who had only recently graduated from the Institute of
Botany, Jagiellonian University in Cracow. From the very
beginning, her research was focused on conservation biology
ofplants and related population studies ofrare and endangered
plant species. But in the Institute, her career developed in a
different way.

In 1964, she was nominated as a co-secretary in the editorial
staff of Ochrona Przyrody (present Nature Conservation), the
most important journal of this kind in Poland and one of the

leading ones in Central Europe. Although for most of the time
in the years to follow Alina was occupied by her new duties,
she started cooperation with Wanda Kulczynska, and tried to
continue investigations into her favourite vascular plant species:
an endemic and extremely rare Cochlearia polonica. In fact,
the successful recovery of the last population of this species
was due to her work on careful re-establishment ofthe plant on
its precisely selected secondary localities. Till her last days,
Alina thought of processing long-term data she had collected
on various aspects of the species biology and publishing it
However, long-lasting and developing disease frustrated her
plans.

Only few ofus, her col leagues who came to the Department
much later, knew that she still had been carrying out scientific
research. The majority knew her as a secretary and technical
editor of Nature Conservation, who over past several decades
co-worked with many editors in chief- Professors Wiadystaw
Szafer, Anna Medwecka-Korna$, Kazimierz Zarzycki and Zofia
Alexandrowicz.

In 1984, Alina Kwiatkowska was awarded with the golden
cross of merit by the President of Council of State of Poland.

Although in 1986 Alareached retirement age, she continued
her work with us. Only in 1991 she definitely left the editorial
staff. Her last success at the office was production of two
volumes in an annual set of Ochrona Przyrody (Nature
Conservation) - first time in the journal’s history .

During her editorial work, Alina Kwiatkowska prepared as
many as 29 annual sets of Ochrona Przyrody (Nature
Conservation). Her scrupulous work was not always
acknowledged by authors and collaborators. However, Alina
never complied on those authors, who made her work
particularly painstaking. Moreover, to assure the highest quality
ofthejournal, she often carried out work that was the duty of
authors. She struggled for the use ofbest language, clarified it,
and suggested best solutions, layout of figures, tables and
photographs. On the other hand, in discussions with chief
editors, she did not hesitate to be an advocate of young, less
experienced authors, to be given the second chance. We shared
with Alina her great satisfaction whenever the next issue ofthe
journal was produced. Much to our regret, we will never share
thisjoy again, since Alina left us forever. Forever indeed? No,
not until we remember her.

Zbigniew Witkowski
Editor in ChiefofNature Conservation
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